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Dalai Lama connects with students University announces

fundraising campaign

Library renovations in 2009
would be higher than the total
money raised by the university's

Chris Kissel
News Editor

last

The Spectator

Braden VanOragt

The Dalai Lama laughs with University of Washington President Mark Emmert during an honorary degree
ceremony held in his honor. Students were surprised at the level of candor displayed by His Holiness.

A little more than a month after announcing the official budget
for 2008-2009, Seattle University
has publicly announced its current
capital campaign, which will run
through the coming year.
The university hopes to raise a total of$160 million by July 1, 2009.
A majority of the money—$37
million in all—would go directly
toward beefing up student scholarships. Large sums the university
hopes to raise would be allocated
toward renovating library facilities
and maintaining the university's
Jesuit Catholic identity.
The university will also begin
work on the McGoldrick Learning
Commons on July 1, 2009
one year earlier than previously
—

anticipated.
Rose Egge
Features Editor
On Monday, April 14, a crowd
ofabout 7,500 students witnessed
a historical event when the Dalai
Lama received an honorary doctorate from the University of
Washington and addressed members
of the local college community.
Before he arrived, the wind
ensemble played to the college

students packed into the University
of Washington's Bank ofAmerica
Arena. Anticipation was thick in
the air as the waited, building as
the presidents and chancellors
from local universities, including Seattle University President

Stephen Sundborg SJ, processed
to

the stage.

Following a brief introduction
from University of Washington
professor Ronald Moore, students

stood, applauding for a solid 30
seconds and then cheering when
His Holiness The Dalai Lama

appeared.
"It was incredible to be in the
presence of someone so important, especially at this moment,
in a time when there seems to
be so much conflict in Tibet,"
said Natalie Tapias,
a freshman French
major at UW.

When junior Kai Smith was
awarded the Harry S. Truman
Scholarship this past month, it
marked the fourth time in the past
three years and fifth in the past
six that Seattle U has produced a
Truman Scholar.
That run of success has placed
Seattle U in the upper echelons
ofTruman Scholarship recipients,
second only to Georgetown's six
winners in the past six years among
Jesuit Universities.
"I think the university has always
been committed to educating student
leaders and the Truman Scholarship
has been kind of naturally oriented
in that direction," said Father Jerry
Cobb, the university's Truman
Scholarship representative.

The success in producing
Truman Scholars, which earned
Seattle U the title of a Truman
Honor Institution two years ago,
has also given Seattle U a reputation as an institution that emphasizes leadership for public service,
a designation that Cobb said the
university freely welcomes.
"We would like to be known as a
school where we are forming people
for leadership and public service,"
said Cobb.
Smith credited the university's
focus on the field of public service as being an important part
ofhis interest in public leadership
as a career.
"Other institutions just let students do whatever they like," said
Smith. "Here, regardless of what
major you are, you're going to encounter issues of public service. I

think that it really just draws out
those kinds of passions in people."
But because the application process for the award is grueling and
competition for one of the 60 to
65 scholarships awarded each year is
intense, it seems natural to ask how
Seattle U has been able to thrive
at winning.
The answer seems to be an intense focus and commitment to
helping students that show promise.
For Smith, interest in the Truman
Scholarship started during his first
week at Seattle U, when he contacted Father Cobb about possible
fellowship opportunities. After
Smith applied for and was selected
for a NATO youth conference in
Portugal as a freshman, Cobb said
he realized Smith had
the ability to become a
Truman recipient.
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After 19 years playing together, New Jersey punk group
the Bouncing Souls continue to entertain fans at sold out
performances like their Seattle show on April 12.
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campaigns—$27 million

□D Bouncing Souls play to

Another Truman Scholar for SU
Mike Baldwin
Senior Staff Writer

"When the campaign concludes
15 months from now, I have every confidence that we will meet,
and likely exceed, our $160 million goal," said Seattle U President
Stephen Sunborg, SJ, on April 10.
This year's goal of $160 million

two

and $67 million —combined.
But those campaigns took place in
the '80s and '90s, and after more
than a decade of heavy growth,
started off by Seattle U's acquisition of the University of Puget
Sound's law school, the changes
planned by the university demand
substantial funding.
The university announced that,
after five years of fundraising, they
were already $137 million toward
the July 1 goal.
Additionally, the university will
break ground on the McGoldrick
Learning Commons, a $35.5 million project that will add 40,000
square feet of high-tech facilities to the Lemieux Library's current 80,000 square foot layout.
The first two floors of the current library building will also be
completely remodeled.
The university is currently $1.5
million shy of activating a $10 mil-
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Capital
campaign
made public

njohn

Popko, university librarian, said
the university has
been working on the plans for
the remodel since 2001. One of
the main reasons for the renovations is the limitations of the

facilities, including a
of study spaces
and technological resources.
"Mostly, it's a response to the
current

limited amount

limitations of the current facility," said Popko. He added that
one of the most important features of the renovated building
would be an "infusion of new
technology," a feature the cur-

building clearly lacks.
The new facilities will also
house the learning center, speak-

rent

and writing center
the learning commons—as well
as services geared strictly toward

ing center

—

multimedia production.
"Right now, there's no single
place on campus diat allows students to do anything like that,"
said Popko.
The university also aims to
raise $15.5 million to strengthen its Jesuit Catholic identity. In

the past five years, the university has brought an emphasis to
its Jesuit tradition by sponsoring faculty retreats, service and
immersion programs abroad
and dinners and seminars for
community members.

Throughout the capital
campaign, however, the university has focused on raising
money for academic programs
and library renovation. Now,
they will also bring the focus on
Jesuit identity. "What's needed,"
said Pat Howell, SJ, vice president of mission and ministry,
"is some kind of ongoing endowment to maintain the Jesuit
Cadiolic tradition."
Back in September, The
Spectator reported that the university had increased its fundraising goal from $150 million
to $160 million based on the
success of the campaign. A staff
editorial in die April 10 addition
of The Seattle Times also came
out in overwhelming support
for the expanded vision of the
university. The plan unveiled
by Sundborg last Thursday, The
Times said, is "compelling in its
recognition ofhow good schools
become great."
Now, the university will
continue to raise money as it
nears its $160 million goal,
maintaining its expansion into

the surrounding neighborhood
and providing the positives and
the negatives, such as tuition
increases and additional financial aid that students can expect
from a period ofsteady growth.
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Community forums unite Central District
Matthew Martell

Staff Writer
Discontent was in the air at the
Langston Hughes Performing Arts
Center last Thursday. "Every time
black folk are given rights by white
society, the rights change," said one
member of an audience of several
dozen during a candid conversation about the struggles Seattle's
African-American community faces
every day.
This sentiment was echoed by
nearly everyone in attendance at
the event, hosted by the Central
District Forum For Arts & Ideas.
"Just because you're in the game,"
the frustrated audience member
continued, "doesn't mean you are
able to play it."
The Central District Forum encourages the region's community to
keep struggling for the right to play
the "game" for equality, bringing
groups of informed panelists to
each of their monthly events in order to discuss pressing issues concerning African-American culture,
heritage, history and more.
"The panelists are chosen based
on their knowledge of the topic
and to represent a diverse point of
view," said Denee McCloud, program director for the forum.
The CD Forum differs from
most lecture series in that it is
not simply a discourse between
the chosen speakers of any given
meeting, but rather a candid and
community-driven discussion
about issues that are pertinent to
the Central District.
In addition to the social issues discussed at its events, the
CD Forum also provides the
Central District with events showcasing performing artists from
the community.
"We present programs that are
thought provoking and challenging
and support artists diat are thinking
outside die box," said McCloud.
According to her, the forum
also promotes a sense of interconnectedness among attendees by
"continuing to present programs
of high artistic quality and substance that are accessible to the
broad community."
Langston Hughes drew a crowd
of several dozen to its auditorium
on Thursday, April 10 for a lecture
from die forum'sAmerican Heritage
Series. The topic of discussion was
gender identity in the AfricanAmerican community, the second
in a series of lectures focused on
die LGBTQ demographics within
Seattle's African-American community. The first focused more specifically on die problems and perils
faced by gay, lesbian and bisexual
African-Americans, and Thursday's
follow-up lecture provided critical commentary concerning the
difficulties faced by the African
American transgender community.
Thursday's panel was helmed
by Vanessa Grandberry, a female
transgender individual who was
born in Memphis and moved to
Seattle in May of 2000; Imani

Joey

Anchondo
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From left to right: Chandan Reddy, UW professor, Dean Jackson, Vanessa Grandberry, and Imani Henry,
social activists, spoke about Seattle's black LGBTQ demographic as part of the CD Forum series.
Henry, a male transgender AfricanAmerican who flew in from New
York City to speak at the forum;
and Dean Jackson, a transgender
woman and Seattle native who
described herself as "professionally
gay." It was moderated by Chandan
Reddy, an assistant professor at the
University of Washington who
specializes in critical race theory,
sexuality and queer studies, globalization studies, and Asian American
cultural studies.
Despite the focus the forum
places on the African-American
community, the attendance at
Thursday's event was highly diverse,
drawing people ofall ages and races
together for frank discussion.

There aren't even
words to talk
about what gender
identity looks like.
Dean Jackson

Social Activist
The forum was divided into
the first a moderatordirected Q&A and the second an
open discussion widi die community members in attendance. Reddy's
questions for the panelists focused
primarily on gender identity and
its place in the black community,
and all three panelists were eager
to provide dieir input concerning
these issues.
"The first thing that comes to
my mind is religion and die black
church," said Grandberry when
asked her thoughts on gender identity in die African-American community, drawing nods from bodi of
the other panelists.
"I grew up in a cult, is how I
think about it," agreed Henry.
"You have to believe what the
pastor says," continued Grandberry.
"But I refused to not question authority, to take what someone
two sessions,

Grandberry recalled die difficulties of having to come out twice,
first as a gay man in Memphis at die
age of 15 and later as a transgender
woman. Lacking the support ofher
family, she set out on her own.
The focus then shifted to the
difficulty of living as a transgender
person in a world diat demands diat
one is either male or female, and

bodi.

not

centers around [the idea of]
'we're just like you,'" said Jackson
of the differences between the black
gay and black transgender communities. "But we're not like you, in a
lot ofobvious ways."
That transgender identity carries a physical component is what
makes it so difficult and alienating
in a cultural context, the panelists
noted. "There aren't even words to
talk about what gender identity
looks like," added Jackson.
When the paneled discussion
concluded, Reddy opened up the
panelists to audience discussion.
The audience was eager to offer
their input and ask their questions
to the panelists, with race issues
always at the forefront of their
thoughts. "The best way to bridge
the divide between the white trans
community and the black trans
community is for whites to actively
engage in anti-racist organizations,"
said Grandberry in response to an
audience member's question concerning the disparities between the
two seemingly similar groups of individuals. "That's how I know my
trans community, through our [political] movements," added Henry.
The forum's next event will take
place on May 16 and 17, with a
presentation called the "Creation
Project Showcase," which will display "the breadth and depth of local African-American performing
artists," according to the forum's
Web site.

rights

else said as true."

"I think everyone has a gender
identity," said Henry. "It's just like
sexuality [...] but you're not bashed
for your sexuality; you're bashed for
your gender expression." The panelists described die issue of gender
identity as a line in the sand that
one is forbidden from crossing.
"You are stripped of your humanity," said Grandberry. "I'm not a
person. I'm a that. I'm an it."
Also of interest to the audience and to Reddy was the question of how exactly it felt to be a
person crossing the gender identity
line. The panelists described their
hardships and the impossibility of their acceptance in modern
American culture.
"The only day trans people are
even acknowledged is when we die,"
said Henry of the Transgender Day
ofRemembrance, die only national
holiday acknowledging the transgender community. Additionally,
Henry acknowledged die difficulty
black transgender people faced due
to die lingering racism in America.
"Our color is corporal punishment

Matthew can be reached at

in our community."
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Dalai Lama accepts honorary degree at UW ceremony
BAs

he stood onstage to
receive the honorary
doctorate from Stanley
Barer, Chair of the University of
Washington Board of Regents,
the Dalai Lama was the picture of
humility, with his head bowed and
hands folded in front of himself.
"If it's true that we are all fellow
passengers on this spaceship called
Earth, you are truly our navigator,"
Barer said.
Cloaked in the University of
Washington's traditional purple
and gold academic regalia, and
with minimal aid from an interpreter, His Holiness addressed the
student body. Though he described
his speech as "broken English,"
he easily kept the attention of
his audience.
Many students were surprised by
the spiritual leader's jovial personality, as he began his speech with
a joke about a balding student
seated on the floor in front of him
and expressed sincere gratitude for
receiving a degree without doing
any studying.
In one particularly comical moment, His Holiness posed a possible solution to the AIDS crisis
in Africa.
"They should make available—
rubbers," the Dalai Lama said,
causing a roar of laughter from
the crowd.
Besides his sporadic jokes, the
Dalai Lama also delivered many
heartfelt messages to the audience
of young adults. While he described
his lifetime as one of war and violence, he seemed optimistic about
the next century.

"You, the new generation— those with compassion.
are the basis of our hope," he
"I thought it was really insightsaid. "You will create a century ful because he mostly talked about
of peace."
changing yourself," said Liah
The Dalai Lama encouraged Newman, freshman biology major
his audience to confront conflict at the University of Washington.
The next step, he said, is extendthrough dialogue and without
force. He described war as an outing your views to create a ripple efdated concept that could end with fect. The Dalai Lama encouraged
our generation.
modern education to take a closer
"There is no nation or group of look at morality and ethics.
people that are enemy, only part of
Concern for the planet should
yourself, so destruction of your enbe part of our daily life, the Dalai
emy is only destruction ofyourself," Lama also emphasized, warning of
you

The Dalai Lama said.

You, the new

generation—you

are the basis of our
hope. You will create

a century of peace.
Dalai Lama

"I thought him talking about
demilitarization as an ultimate
goal was a very ideal aspect and really relevant," said Sarah Storm, a
freshman journalism major from

the University ofWashington.
Still, His Holiness emphasized
that peace begins within the individual. You must love yourself
before you can show compassion
to others, he said. He suggested
that adults use their intelligence to
dispel destructive emotions such
as anger and hatred and replace

detrimental health affects that could

result. His Holiness joked that he
does his part by taking showers instead of baths.
When answering questions from
select local college students, the
Dalai Lama surprised many with
his honest and humble responses.
"I don't know...l'm no expert,"
he often chuckled. Jokingly, he admitted, "I feel shy to speak in front
of these big scholars."
The Dalai Lama's visit to the
University of Washington was part
of the religious icon's five-day visit
to Seattle sponsored by Seeds of
Compassion, an initiative to bring
world attention to the importance
of nurturing kindness and compassion in children.
Between April 11 and April 15,
His Holiness the Dalai Lama delivered speeches and participated in
panel discussions and artistic performances. The various events were
attended by more than 150,000
people.

Braden VanDragt

The Spectator

The Dalai Lama was aided by a translator as he spoke to some 7,500
students at UWs Bank of America Arena on Monday, April 14.
Ishmael Beah and others.
Through these events and
other contributions, the Seeds of
Compassion initiative raised over
$6 million dollars to cover the costs

to

Key Arena on April 11, featured
acoustic performances by Dave
Matthews and Tim Reynolds. On
April 14, die Dalai Lama attended
another benefit concert at McCaw
Hall featuring Grammy awardwinning musicians Tingstad

attend, with the exception of two
benefit concerts. The first, held at

Rumbel, acclaimed humanitarian
photographer Phil Borges, author

Rose can be reached at

AH of the

events

were free

of the five day

event.
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Dance Marathon raises $5,000 for Children's Hospital
Sara Bernert
StaffWriter
For 16 hours straight, students
in the Campion Ballroom stayed on

their feet. They danced, they sang,
they played games, they stayed
awake, and they stayed standing.
It was Seattle University's firstever dance marathon, a charity event
the likes of which has never been
seen in the state of Washington.
From 6 p.m. on Friday to 10 a.m.
on Saturday, participants did everything but sit down. The event
raised over $5,000 for the Seattle
Children's Hospital's uncompensated care program.
Though dance marathons are
extremely popular on the East
Coast, they are only starting to
catch on in our region. Because of
this, planners for SU's marathon
encountered a lot ofconfusion.
"We had a lot ofquestions from
people, like 'do we really have to
stand for 16 hours? Do we have
to dance for the whole time? Can
we go to the bathroom?' They had
no concept of what it was," said
student planner Shelsea Rawson,
freshman communications major.
"We couldn't seem to find a really good way to explain what it
was either."
The name was a little confusing, she admitted, because it is not
just dancing. The basic rule is that
participants have to stay standing for the entire 16 hours, which

means no

fit at SU, with our commitment to

no

sitting and definitely
sleeping.
To keep the energy high through
the night, the event staff leads the

social justice and giving back to the
community," she said.
Although there were many organizations the team considered, they
eventually decided on the Seattle
Children's Hospital's uncompen-

participants in a wide variety ofactivities, most notably the moral line
dance. This special dance, taught
to the participants at start of the
evening, is design to stretch and
energize the dancers. Whenever
a lull occurs, the DJ will play the
special line dancing song, causing
everyone to line up and perform
the moves.
"It really keeps you going," said
Rawson.
During the night, the dancers play games, sing karaoke, take
dance lessons, enter in competitions

sated care program.

There was [...] a great

amount of pride for
what the dancers
had completed.
Whitney Brooks

Junior
and are provided with a continual
stream of food and drink.
"A dance marathon is a hard
"Since the day they opened in
thing to explain," said Renata
Opoczynski, assistant director of 1908, they have never turned a
Student Activities and the event's child away because of their backmain advisor. "You really can't unground or inability to pay," said
derstand what one is until you've Opoczynski. "That really resonated with all of us, especially when
seen one or been a part ofit."
Opoczynski first proposed the we thought about the values SU
dance marathon last year. She stands for."
"It fit the culture of our school;
participated in the University of
Florida's dance marathons, which it was something people could relast for 26 hours—though they ran ally get behind," added Whitney
for 36 hours until just recently— Brooks, junior business manageduring her undergraduate and ment major.
graduate years. Opoczynski beDuring the marathon, the team
lieved the event could see the same continually reminded the particisuccess here at Seattle University as pants what they were here for: the
children. Families currently reit has on the east coast.
"I thought it would be a great ceiving care from Children's spoke

and videos of touching stories
from children and veterans of the
hospital were played throughout
the evening.
"It really is a small sacrifice to
stay standing for 16 hours when
you hear the stories offamilies who
have been through so much, whose
children may not be able to stand,
who can't take a break from the
pain," said Brooks. "We could, of
course, sit down if we really wanted, but this event is about showing
support for the children."
The team's hard work seemed to
pay off: SU's first ever dance marathon was well attended and most all
of the participants made it all the
way to 10 a.m. Some dancers had
to leave due to illness, and only one
injury occurred, though it was not
caused by dancing.
Early in the evening, a student
slipped and collided with another
student during an activity involving a parachute. She was immediately given care by several nursing students, and the paramedics
arrived shortly.
Even with the injury, the energy
stayed positive.
"It really does test your endurance," said dancer Shana Yem,
sophomore political science and
theology major after seven hours
of dancing. "I am still invigorated
and excited to be here."
At the halfway mark—2 a.m.—
some dancers were beginning to
feel a bit tired.

"I hear you get a second wind
around three or so, though," said
dancer Anne Vogt, junior psychology major. "I can't wait for that."
By 8 a.m., the participants had
watched the sun rise and had been
on their feet for 14 hours.

"During the early hours, the
energy was really high, and people
running around like chickens
with dieir heads cut off," said Matt
Taylor, sophomore engineering major. "But now die sun has come up
and we're getting into a bit of a lull.
Only two more hours.
At 10 a.m. the closing ceremonies
began. The total amount of money
raised was revealed and the participants were allowed to sit down.
"More than the excitement to
were

rest dieir

tired feet, diere was a sense

of amazing accomplishment and a
great amount of pride for what die
dancers had just completed and die
fun diat diey had," said Brooks.
All the planners agree that, for
SU's first dance marathon ever, it
went even better than expected. In

addition

to

the 63 registered danc-

190 drop-in dancers also participated, each donating money to
ers,

the hospital.
"We heard from

a

lot of folks

that it was hard, but they are glad
diey participated," said Opoczynski
"We are already planning for next
year and hope to do even better."
Sara can be reached at
bemerts@seattleu.edu
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Smith fourth Truman Students rally, march across campus
in annual "Take Back the Night" event
in last three years

D"I

think that's pretty
impressive when a
freshman gets to go to
a NATO conference," said Cobb.
"That's when I first realized he had
tremendous potential."
But potential alone is not
enough to make a successful leader, said Cobb. One of the main
attributes ofTruman winners is
an ability to take initiative.
"Its all about finding initiative [...] finding opportunities
to spend summers more creatively
than just going home and hanging
out

with friends," said Cobb.

Smith is already geared for
the type of student the Truman
Office would be looking for and
plans to work in die public healdi
field, a field past winners have also
looked to focus on.

For the moment, this
is our equivalent of a

D-l championship.
Jerry Cobb, SJ

Truman Advisor
"I'd love to work on anything from children's health insurance programs to Veterans'
Administration health care,"
said Smith.

from past winners and university administrators helped give
Smith a leg up on other candidates. Smith credits this, as well
as his Seattle University education, as a big reason he was able
to prove successful in his bid for a
Truman Scholarship.
"The academic and moral
education that I got here has

been, simply
said Smith.

put,

invaluable,"

Smith maintained that die ap-

plication process alone was an invaluable experience. Because the
application for the award requires
students to identify a specific field
they want to work in, Smith
said he was able to focus on an
career.
"The application requires you
to be so concrete and specific in
what you want to do, which is
hard in college because you have
so many options," said Smith. "I
would recommend the process
to anyone who's interested in
public service."
Once Smidi was announced as
a winner, an e-mail was sent out
to all incoming freshman to alert
them of the awatd. Cobb said
the run of success in die Truman
Scholarship is more of an accomplishment dian the average
student may realize.
"For die moment, diis is our
equivalent of a D-I championship
in sports because this is a national
exact

While you must be a junior to
apply for the Scholarship, which
comes with a summer internship
in Washington D.C. and $30,000
to help pay for graduate school,

level competition," said Cobb. "A
school could send its team to the
Final Four, we're amongst die top
four schools in the last three years
for Truman Scholars."
students
can
an
With diat in mind, die uniprospective
gain
advantage by taking a year off of versity intends to continue its
school to work on what Cobb recommitment to turning out
ferred to as a "focused-project."
Truman Scholars, and Smith is
Smith took that year to work more than happy to be a part
on his father's state senate camof it.
Montana
in
his
native
"I'm sure there will be stupaign
and to work with the Montana dents that apply next year and 111
Insurance Commissioners Office. still be here to give advice," said
At the same time, Smith was reSmith. "I could not have done it
ceiving help and advice from past without die help that I got from
Truman winners on how to preodier people here."
pare for the interview process that
the award requires.
Mike can be reached at
That year off and extra help baldl799@seattleu.edu
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"Take Back the Night" participants celebrated the freedom to speak out against sexual violence at an
event on April 10. The group marched through campus, raising student awareness across Seattle U.
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer
The calm of last Thursday
evening was suddenly broken by
chanting and piercing whistles that
echoed across Seattle University
campus. Dorm residents and community neighbors looked curiously
out from their windows as a group
ofmarchers walked the streets during Take Back the Night, an annual
event aimed at ending violence
against women. Over 120 students
came to support the cause, making
this year one ofthe most successful
in the event's history.
"The evening went really well
and I feel the march was very effective," said Kathryn McCarron,
freshman nursing major and member ofthe Peer Health Action Team,
or PHAT.
Although several campus organizations participated in the
event, Take Back the Night was
largely planned and run by members of PHAT, in partnership
with the Office for Wellness and
Health Promotion.
"It required a lot of work and
coordination," said McCarron,
"but involving so many different
organizations [...] makes this event

really strong."
Representatives from Public
Safety, CAPS, Campus Ministry,
the Society of Feminists and the
Coalition for Global Concern
attended and spoke during
the evening.
Before the march, several events
were held on the secondfloor of the

Student Center, including speech-

vehicle, neat

Both men and

Braden VanDragt

from local organizations. Sarah
Lauren Shives, senior psychology
and women's studies major, also
performed a selection from "The
Vagina Monologues."
Shives read "My Short Skirt,"
a monologue which stated that,
regardless of how a woman
dresses, is never an invitation for
sexual contact.
"I thought that selection was
powerful and made a great point,"
said Shives. "It is also symbolic of
larger issues."
This performance was followed
with a speech by Allison Stevens,
member of the Friends Educating
Against Rape.
"At least one in four women
es

will be the victim of sexual assault

by the end ofher academic career,"
said Stevens. "I know you may
think 'that won't happen to me,'
but even if it doesn't, you probably
have four friends. The chances of it
happening to someone you know
are very high."
Stevens also detailed the importance of consent, telling audience members that—even if they
never said "no"—having sex with
someone who is under the influence of a drug or is otherwise unable to give their full and obvious
is rape.
"Being in a 'relationship' does

consent,

not

mean consent," she added,

bringing up the topic of "date
rape" and pointing out that many
rape victims know their assailant.
The Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that 28 percent of victims are
raped by husbands or boyfriends,
35 percent by acquaintances, and
5 percent by other relatives.
Finally, there was an open mic
session, during which any member
ofthe audience could come up and
speak. Students shared poems and
thoughts, as well as their own experiences with sexual assault.
Many speakers stressed the importance of creating a supportive
and caring environment for victims
of rape, harassment and incest.
"If someone comes up to you
and tells you they are a victim,
please, don't turn away," said one
student through teary eyes. "People
in that situation need all the support they can get. I know this
from experience."
Representatives from CAPS
and Campus Ministry were availr

able

to

speak with throughout

the evening.
"This is can be a really sensitive
and emotional issue for people,"
said Deborah Hinchey, director of
Wellness and Health Promotion.
"It's important to be mindful
of that."
Most in the audience were
women, but several men were present, including the entire SU Rugby
Club team.
"We came out show our support for the cause," said Rugby
Club president Alex Stone, senior
political science major. "We've been
here for the past couple years and
it's been really well received. People

like seeing us.
"There really aren't enough men
here," he added.
Eric Guico, graduate student
in the SDA program, said he
hoped more males would become
involved with the issue, because
it should concern all people, not
just women.
"Sexual assault affects everybody
in this community," agreed Hinchey.
"Whether it happens to you or not,
it has happened, and will happen, to
someone in your community."
The evening's finale was the
march around campus and the
immediate neighborhood, which
ended back at the Student Center
with whistling and cheering.
"It was great to see people looking out their windows to see what
was going on," said McCarron.
McCarron and Hinchey, and the
other organizers from PHAT agreed
the night was a success.
"Hopefully it will get people
talking about the issue," added
McCarron.
Sara can be reached at
bernerts@seattleu.edu

The Steven Klein Company

www.stevenklein.com

Not ready for the LSAT?
We are the Steven Klein Company, LSAT Specialists. After
18 years and 4,500 students,
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Professors argue Catholics can be pro-choice too
Emily Holt

Senior Staff Writer
When Barack Obama—the
"family man" candidate—said he
would support his daughters' decision to have an abortion if she
ask, many voters from the
conservative right criticized him for
disrespecting family values and the
value of life.
While presidential candidates
have not focused on the issue of
abortion as much as healthcare, the
Iraq War and same-sex marriage
in recent debates and promotional
stints, the issue can still determine
a voter's choice if the voter identifies
with a particular religion.
Given the Catholic identity of
Seattle University, religion can often factor into a student's decision
when they go to the polls. But while
most people presume that Catholics
are against legalized abortion, two
professors on campus have shown
that many Catholics support a prochoice stance.
In 2000, two associate professors of philosophy, Robert Deltete
and Dan Dombrowski, published
a book, "A Brief, Liberal, Catholic
Defense of Abortion," arguing
that it is compatible with Catholic
teaching and historical tradition for
Catholics to be both liberal, and in
support of abortion.
"We wrote this book because the
topic of abortion is much more complicated than most Catholics—most
people—think," said Dombrowski.
Although the Catholic Church
still prohibits abortions with
very few exceptions, Deltete and
Dombrowski consider themselves
devout, practicing Catholics but
disagree philosophically with the
stance of the Church.
Despite the publication date of
the work, Deltete and Dombrowki s
book still serves as a medium for religious students who are on the fence
regarding the issue ofabortion to enter into a dialogue about arguments
for and against.
"I think [Deltete and
Dombrowski's argument] enables
every Catholic as well as every other reasonable person to really think
through the argument against abortion. I think that it is really important as responsible moral agents,"
said Rosaleen Trainor, emerita
were to

professor of philosophy at Seatde U.
"It is a difficult, complex argument,
and it is an important argument in
our culture as it is being brought up
in a criterion for voting."
Deltete and Dombrowski argue
diat a fetus is not considered to be
a moral agent nor a fully human
life until it has a central nervous
system and

experiences sentiency.
Given that the majority of abortions occur before this period, they
support a woman's decision to have
an abortion.

We wrote this book
because the topic
of abortion is more
complicated than

most Catholics—most
people—think.
Dan Dombrowski

Professor
In order to come to this conclusion, the professors analyzed the
teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas
and St. Augustine, two key church
fathers, as well as church teachings
developed from papal decrees, councils and diocesan practices to see how
the Church has stood in regards to
abortion in the past.
Unlike many people who take
a pro-life stance and believe that a
fetus is a human life from the "moment of conception," both Aquinas
and Augustine believed that the fetus did not receive a soul until three
months into a pregnancy, the time
that sentiency develops.
Because Aquinas and Augustine
had negative views on any sexual
act that was not entirely procreative, they opposed abortion on the
grounds that it disconnected sexual
intercourses procreative aspect from
its unitive aspect. This teaching,
called die "perversity position," according to the authors, shaped much
of late medieval Catholic teaching
on abortion and overshadowed the
philosopher's views on delayed ensoulment of the fetus, or "delayed
hominization."

However, now that many memand Dombrowski "claimed" to be
For both men and women, the
bers of the Catholic Church no lonCatholic and were allowed to teach female right to make decisions for
ger use the perversity position to on campus.
her own body often comes into
condemn contraception or sexual
David Bernica, of Seattle U the picture.
acts that are not entirely intended
Students for Life, said that he was
Deltete believes in a women's
for procreation—post-menopausal,
upset to hear that this book was right to bodily self-determination
premarital and homosexual sex
written. Though he has not read and thinks that if a woman is to
Deltete and Dombrowski argue that it and said that he greatly admires have an abortion, earlier is better.
part of the church's reasoning for both professors, he said that he
"I think traditionally in patrimaintaining an opposition to abordisagrees with the argument in archal societies, keeping women
tion is faulty.
the book.
pregnant was a way of controlThe professors used modern
He said that "drawing the line at ling women, so I think there is a
scientific developments on fetal 30 or 60 days" seems logically unreal danger of sexism in the absolute prohibition [of abortion],"
development and adopted Aquinas founded. While Bernica calls himand Augustine's view of delayed self a practicing Catholic, he said said Trainor.
hominization, arguing that the pothat he does not approach abortion
She said that absolute moral
tentiality for human life in DNA through a Catholic lens.
judgments in general often overat conception is not the same as
"How can you argue with the look important philosophical
the actuality.
fact that all the genetic DNA to be considerations.
They draw on an asymmetrical a person is there at conception?"
The right to have an abortion
view of time, saying that while God said Bernica. "It seems like they has not been a moral or absolute
is omniscient and omnipotent, a are blinding themselves from a judgment for much of history.
Catholic God does not control reality perspective."
Deltete noted that it is importhe future, but rather lays out the
David Leigh, SJ, professor of tant to remember that the Church
physical laws that make the future English, said that Deltete and has not always had the same stance
possible. Thus the development of Dombrowski's argument is not a on all issues, particularly abortion.
a fetus in a pre-sentient state is not
Catholic one, but rather a philoAs Dombrowski added, only a
entirely determined by God, and is sophical one and criticized their Supreme Court decision protects
not a moral concern as is a more
use of medieval philosophy.
the legal right to have an abortion
developed individual.
Abortion is naturally also a conin the U.S. In many European
The book received much positive tentious issue for women, not just countries, the right is a part
acclaim from the academic commuthe fetus in question.
of legislation.
Both Bernica and Trainor said
nity, but not from everyone else.
The nature of the right in the
that one must look at the reasons U.S. makes it a tenable one, and
"People outside of the univerthe abortion debate always an imsity lobbied [Seattle U President] why women choose to have aborSundborg to do something, but tions. Given that economic hardminent concern for people who
Sundborg was very good about ship is often a factor in a woman's consider such issues when voting
defending our academic freedom," decision to have an abortion, both for a presidential candidate.
said Dombrowski.
said that offering more services for
Deltete said that such communipregnant women would be a better Emily can be reached at
ty members were upset that Delete
service to women's rights.
holtel Oseattleu.edu

Party. Shop.
Hang out with friends.

—

)PfP|

ftfti

WffMM

Buy

n

HHH HJH|

IT'S THE BEST JOB YOU'LL EVER HAVE.

la
BECOME A

HffpflP

ES

IP

SB Hpiß

~^jc&r

GI4MBASSADOR
Glamour magazine is now accepting applications from select cities.
Only the most influential and well-connected readers will be
recruited to spot trends, host events, and earn free glam gifts.

IB

HB|I

Apply at glamalert.com/glambassador before April 22.

GLAMOUR

■jg nils e iffl

6

the spectator

April 16, 2008

news

Breaking down the buyback: examining textbook pricing
Michael Boxley

instructors have reordered die text.

Volunteer Writer

Buyback prices vary from the
50 percent to a minimum
5 percent of the original retail price.
If a new edition of the textbook has
been requested by a professor, or die
quota for number of books needed
has been met, die bookstore will not
buy die book back.
"Students could receive a 62
percent savings on textbooks if faculty would only comply on time
to re-order books," said Robert
Spencer, Seattle University bookstore manager.
maximum

The onset of a
es

new quarter, class-

and required texts typically brings

the attention of students to the university bookstore's buyback process.
High prices and low buyback rates
are a common complaint among
students as required reading lists are
distributed and classes resume.
A closer look at the bookstore's
buying and selling practices, however, reveals a complicated system
in which any number of factors can
play a role in the amount of money
students shell out for a quarter's
worth ofbooks.
According to The Government
Accountability Office Report, publishers first produce textbooks and
then market them to instructors,
who choose textbooksbased on their
class curriculum.
Next, professors place orders
through die bookstore for the necessary amount of books, both new
and used, from wholesale dealers
and publishers. Bookstores will buy
as many used versions of a book
at 50 percent off the retail price
from wholesale dealers, and then
purchase new books to fulfill the
remaining total.
Then students pay full retail price
for new books and 75 percent of die
retail price for used books, only if
they're available.
At the end of each quarter the
bookstore provides students with
the opportunity to sell back their
books, but that depends on whether

When teachers

wait, it hurts
the students.
Robert Spencer

Bookstore Manager
If professors re-order a text, students may receive half price of the
retail price for used books. Ifprofessors do not meet the deadline, students may have to pay the wholesale
price of the used book, which ranges
from 10 tol 5 percent ofdie original
retail price.
"There is a good system of communication, it's just a matter of compliance," said Spencer.
Months before the end of each
quarter, the bookstore contacts professors for word on which books
need to be re-ordered.

"Each quarter only 15 percent
of professors comply, and when
teachers wait it hurts the students,"

Spencer said.
Prices ofrequired texts can vary
from $ 10 to $200, depending on the
subject matter.
"The worst is when you have a
science book that cost $100 and
your teacher orders a new edition,
so the book is worthless," said Sam
Kirby, senior liberal studies major.
The college textbook industry
has had an average annual price
increase of 4 percent for the last
two decades, according to a report
by The Association of American
Publishers.
Though the costs are rising, some
professors try to find the best deals
for their students.
When searching for a new text for
one the classes he teaches, professor
Alvin Moser said, "I usually do look
at price and try to take advantage of
the bookstores wholesale used book
connections."
The bookstore uses five to six
different national wholesale used
book dealers to find textbooks.
Competition with other universities to buy used books is one of the
main obstacles.
"It's based on two things: curriculum and availability," Spencer said.
Professors order new editions
when the original text is no longer
produced, and there are not enough
used versions to fill the required class
quota. Incorporation of a new edition can be as inconvenient for instructors as it is for students, mostly

because much of the planned course
material can change as a result of
the shift.
Students may also have another
way to skirt around high book
prices. Taking a proactive approach
to buying textbooks elsewhere, including Web sites like Amazon.com,
could mean a lower book bill for
some students.
However, the time frame for
getting the best bargains on books
is short.
"Sometimes course required texts
aren't available until a week before
class so it is hard to be proactive,"
saidTera Brockman, senior criminal
justicemajor.
As soon as the next quarter's classes have been chosen is the opportune
time to begin book shopping. When
it comes to the cheapest used books
it is a first come, first serve basis.
Out side ofthe on campus bookstore are other viable options for students to buy and sale their textbooks.
Those options range from local bookstores, such as Third Place Books and
Elliott Bay Book Company.

The Internet also provides
students with a convenient and
easily-accessible option for buying

textbooks.
Textbooks.com provides users
with the option of searching for
text books and receiving a quote
for used book buybacks. Sites like
craigslist.com and ebay.com enable
users to buy and sell their books
from home.
The Government Accountability
Office Report found that bookstores
make 33 percent of their net income
on used books and 23 percent from
new books.
"If I could I would sell every text

book for $20 today," said Spencer.
"Students are in our best interest; that's why 75 to 80 percent of
books in die bookstore are used. I'll
stress again that students need to
put more pressure on professors to
comply on time our re-order request.
Then we can provide students witli
lower prices."
Michael can be reached at
boxleym@seattleu.edu

Work from your computer and make a good living!
Brick and Click, USA, LLC, a US based pharmacy chain is seeking online
affiliates. We provide everything to run your own online pharmacy web site,
hassle free! We handle all order processing, prescription fulfillment and you

run your website, set your own prices and for each order, you keep 60% of
the profit from the sale! Wow!
We're a proven provider that pays on time, and offer you: Marketing tools,
Call center support, Free website templates, and more!

Visit www.brickandclick.net and click on Affiliates
to sign up! Alternatively, give Darroll a call at:
(313) 406-8389 for immediate service.

"If it were your last lecture,
what would you say?"
Here's the gimmick: we invite faculty members to reflect upon what is so
important to their beliefs and/or intellectual life that it would occupy their
last lecture. Join us to hear this year's lecturer answer the question.
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You've had a chance to think about your priorities. To define what matters to you. Now, you need a plan to get there.
Let us show you how a master of science in taxation from Golden Gate University can make a difference in your
career—and your life.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TAXATION
•

Obtain this degree in as little as one year, in a combination of in-person and online classes

•

GGU will personally advise and design a degree-completion plan for you

•

Complete one additional year of credits towards the CPA examination requirements

•

Professor Michael Andrews
Matteo Ricci College and Philosophy Department

A year from now, you could be in a tax internship or a full-time job in a prestigious PNW accounting firm
or company

•
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•

Courses taught by respected professionals with subject matter expertise
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Bannan Auditorium
Bannan 102

BUSINESS

I LAW I TAXATION I TECHNOLOGY

Get there.

April 16, 2008

news || the spectator

THE ARMY ADVANTAGE FUND.
BECAUSE SOLDIERS DESERVE MORE.

Now the Army gives you more choices for your future. Earn up to $40,000
to start the business of your dreams .or-buy the home y©y always wanted.
Log onto qoarmyxoro/aaf iolesrri mos e about the Army
r^nd.

si ■
ARMY STRONG.

y
y smlr
/

_

,

'jf
.jigs

-j-2008.

Paid

Untied States Armv. All rights reserved.

*

*T~#'

yg
'

-

st
•->

r*

-

T
I
/

,'?rr
£%?'

,

7

8

the spectator

features

Careers after Graduation

Graduating into the new economy:
preparation key to securing a career
Sara Bernert
Staff Writer

A modern approach
to career planning

C

According to the Federal Census Bureau, 2
population has a bachelor's degree, as of 200
for many upcoming graduates. With 1.5 million
the class of 2007-08, the number of people se
increase. However, navigating the waters of th«
Internet job posting sites that connect graduati
following are a few of these sites along with the

This years graduating class ma)

face unique challenges as they prepare to enter the workforce during
an unstable economic period. Dail)
reports on rising unemploymeni
rates, large layoffs and a shifting
stock market only increase the anxieties students have about their futures, and it is especially worrisome
for seniors eager to secure a job aftei
graduation. But the situation may
not be as gloomy as it Seems—-economy experts and career advisers ai

experence

Pros:

eßecruiting works within the Seattle Univen
look more favorably upon a resume posted
knowing they are dipping into a pool of rec<

You can post resumes, cover letters and wi
your work through keyword searches on th
Clara Ganey

The Spectator

Joseph Phillips, dean of Albers, remains optimistic about the prospects of an economic recovery.
search assistance, the center also offers aptitude testing, career counseling, resume review, internship opportunities, and networking events
such as last week's Career Fair.
Another important on-campus
resource is the Albers Placement
Center, which works closely with
the Career Development Center
but is geared specifically toward
business students.

If I was a student who
wanted a job, I'd be
a business major.
Joseph Phillips
Albers Dean

Mary Lou Moffat, the center's
director, says students should pursue internship opportunities and
continually build up their network in preparation for the day

they graduate.
"It's never too early to begin
building connections with people
who may be able to [...] help you in
the future," says Moffat. "Whether
that means engaging yourself on
campus through clubs, introducing yourself to speakers [or] finding out how

to become

widi alumni."

connected

some students.

"I'm

not too

Students can pick a mentor—someone wit
their time to show students the ropes. The\
networking resources and career path insig

worried about

finding a job," says Josh Anderson,
senior business economics major
preparing to graduate after the
2008 fall term. "I am relying on the
network I've built up through my
work experiences."
Anderson recently began using
the services provided by the Albers
Placement Center and says it is
important to get on the right padi
toward a career early through internships, studying abroadand working
in your field of interest.
"Once you get connected and
start figuring out what it is you
want, it becomes much easier [to
find work]," he says.
After preparing themselves and
their resumes, and even after landing a job, all graduates must face the
reality of paying off their student
debt. The National Postsecondary
Student Aid Study reports that twothirds of students graduate with
some debt, and die average student
loan debt among graduating seniors
is $19,237, but students attending a
private university such as Seattle U
generally incur at least $28,000 in
student loan debt.
While the payback can be both
worrisome and frustrating, Phillips
says that proper financial planning
will make it easier to manage.
"Loans do constrain you," he
said. "You're not going to buy diat
house or that new car as fast as you
might have hoped, but it becomes
easier over time."
Economics professor Stacey Jones
adds that it's important to remember that student debt can be seen as
an investment.
"Debt is justifiable if you are
making an investment in something
ofvalue," she says, "and [...] receiving a quality education is an invest-

The old idiom "it's not what
you know, it's who you know" is
never more true than when looking
for a job. Statistics from die Federal
Bureau ofLabor show that 70 percent of all jobs are found through
networking, whether it is a business
or family contact.
"You're not going to get a job
simply because of someone you
know, but that contact may provide you an opportunity for an ment in yourself."
Clara Ganey
The Spectator
interview," adds Phillips.
is
available
at
the
Career
Center
The networking aspect has allevi- Sara can be reached at
Development
Interview preparation
ated the stress of finding a job for bernerts@seattleu .edu
to advise students on the best way to present themselves.

Cons:
Mentor information is given in "tokens"—ea
signup with eßecruiting and can see fhe co
they run out of tokens, they can no longer
their profiles.

c

Monster.com

monster

Pros:
Many employers are familiar with Monster.c
companies post employment listings on thi:
can post personal information safely.

If you're planning on moving out of state, y<
search to a specific zip code you want to v\
You don't even need to sign up with Monst

some cases.
Cons:
Job applicants are thrown into an immense
applicants of all experience levels. Anyone
profile, which might make it harder for your
noticed, depending on the number of applii

i

care and accounting will have few
problems finding eager employers,
while others—specifically finance
majors—may have a harder time.
"If I was a student who wanted
a job, I'd be a business major," said
Phillips, in all seriousness. "But
then again, it's important to follow
your passions."
Regardless of their major, getlargely unaffected.
ting a job requires that graduates
"My long term expectations [for make the proper preparations and
the economy] are optimistic," said have the ability to sell themselves to
Phillips. "I personally don't think a possible employers.
Students at Seattle University
recession will last that long."
Although some companies are have access to a wide variety of tools,
facing huge layoffs, the majority of programs and resources which inbusinesses still need to hire more tend to make the transition to the
employees. In fact, the National "real world" easier. The Career
Association of Colleges and Development Center is one of the
Employers predicted an eight per- main places on campus where both
cent increase in new hires this year, grads and undergrade can receive adalthough this was down from their vice and assistance on their career
earlier prediction of 16 percent.
plans, and students should not wait
"Companies need to hire intel- until their graduating year to take
ligent and creative people on a con- advantage of their services.
tinual basis, regardless of the state
"The sooner you come in, the
ofthe economy," says Phillips. "Our better," says Merridy Rennicfc, assisstudents are generally what employ- tant director for the center. Ifennick
ers are looking for."
recommends that all students, even
Phillips added that, in the job freshmen, take time to visit the
market, some majors are better than Career Development Center durothers. Students graduating with de- ing their academic year.
In addition to providing job
grees in fields like engineering, health

Searching internships and jobs is easy with
save the postings you like.

Since the site is extremely large, it's almost
how seriously employers recruit from these

Craigslist.org

craigslist

Pros:

The widely popular advertising site is used
everything from getting rid of a couch to fir
are limitless, and with enough searching, y<
looking for.
You can subscribe to RSS feeds from Crai<
the keywords you're looking for. That way,
you.

Cons:
Since Craigslist does advertise everything
guarantee that the posts are legitimate anc

1

Seattle University say students don'i
have too much to worry about.
"Will the 2008 grads have s
harder time securing jobs? Relative
to last year, yes, but [...] compared tc
classes from three or four years ago:
No, not really," says Joseph Phillips
professor and dean for Albers Schoo!
ofBusiness and Economics.
Although Phillips believes the
national economy is headed into
a recession, Washington, he says,
is not. Several factors—including
the states strong connection to the
international market, the production ofcommodities such as timber, and large, successful corporations such as Microsoft—will allow
Washington's economy to remain

eßecruiting.com

required.
You can't post a resume or network throuc
to individual posts.
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Trade industries not preferred
Mike Baldwin
Senior Staff Writer

i

u, 27.7 percent of Washington's
>000, which is cause for concern
illion American college graduates in
e searching for jobs is only going to
if the job market is made easier through
iuates to industry professionals. The
the pros and cons of their services.

liversty
Employers might
network.

stedon this site because they search it

recent Seattle University graduates.

d

writing samples—employers can find

n the site.

within a particular field who volunteers
offer industry techniques,
Fhey

!

with

keyword searches and you can

nsights and advice.

3er

e

-each

student has 10 tokens upon
contact info of 10 individuals. When
contact mentors, but can still view

ter.coam nd large, successful
this site. It is also Trust-certified—you
e, you can narrow your Monster.com
to work in.

Dnster.com to access

their services, in

For as long as most students
can remember, college has been
presented as the most viable path
to take in order to ensure a profitable career.
Parents say that if you want to
succeed, you need to go to college,
and faithful children have listened
and followed their advice.
Yet as graduation nears for many
students, the most profitable and
booming job markets are.becorhing available in the very fields that
many college students avoid: bluecollar life.
While college graduates face
an economy trending toward recession, blue-collar job markets,
such as welding, construction, and
electrician work, are booming as a
generation of workers retires and
leaves more job openings than there
are prospective hires.
"The demand for welders is
very high. We don't have enough
people to fill the jobs that are available," said Dan Aragon, a Welding
Instructor at Renton Technical
College, which serves over 20,000
students a year, and a former high
school teacher in Kent.
Nonetheless many students still
feel that college presents the best
opportunity for advancement and

financial stability.
"You can make quick money
but is that money going to
be there down theroad?" asks freshman pre-major Brian Hashisaki.
Numerous television ads detail
the difference in salary between
high school graduates and college

now,

Everybody and their
brother thinks they

are going to be
computer whizzes.
Dan Aragon
Welding Instructor
"The way I was raised, you're
just supposed to go to college so
that you can make a lot of money
and have a really good job when
you come out," she said.
Reid's theory may hold true for
her graduating class in ways that it
has not for other classes over the last
decade. The same baby-boomers
who are retiring from blue-collar
jobs are also retiring from jobs that
require college-level education. A
2000 report by leading economists
estimates that 2008 will be the first
time since the mid-1990s where die
number ofcollege graduates equals
the number of jobs available.
And according to Job Oudook

2008, a report put out by the

National Association of Colleges
and Employers, businesses are expected to hire 8 percent more graduates from the class of 2008 than
they did from die class of 2007.
But while college graduates may
be able to point to those kinds of
reports for justifying their career
decisions even those who do hot
continue education after high
school are turning a cold shoulder
to fields such as welding, where a
graduate of an apprentice program
stands to be making $20 an hour
within two years of graduating
from high school.
As unemployment rates continue to rise, diose widiin die fields are
having a hard time finding answers
for the decline in interest.
Aragon says he has noticed an
apadietic attitude towards apprentice and trade programs both while
teaching high school and since his
retirement. Aragon, whose students make an average of $17 an
hour upon completing his two
quarter program, says he identifies
technology as playing a major role
in young people's attitudes toward
manual labor and trade-type jobs
"Everybody and their brother
thinks they are going to be computer whizzes," says Aragon.
Aragon also seemed to blame a
lack of motivation on the part of
young people. He stated that most
high school graduates who do not
immediately go to college seem to
be taking more and more time off
between high school and any kind
of furdier education.
"It doesn't make sense to me,"
says Aragon.

lost

/our

jnhsely uge application pool with
)nce an sign up for a Monster.com
resume to stand out, or even be
ipplicants.
impossible to stand out or gauge

graduates and while many high
schools have career centers that
help with college choices, few have
any sort of center diat informs students about trade and apprenticeship opportunities.
Freshman Caitlyn Reid says die
idea of a life that did not include
college was never really an option,
as her parents, most certainly like
coundess others, have always taught
that a university education was die
only option for a successful career.

sites.

Despite the fact that students
could be making more than
$40,000 a year before they reach
legal drinking age, most seem to
feel a college education offers the
most long-term options for stability
and success.
Another possible factor seems
to stem from an age-old problem:
peer pressure.
"There's an idea that you have
to be here [college] or no one
is going to take you seriously,"
says Hashisaki.
But Hashisaki, who works as a
valet at The Fairmont Hotel, says
the reasons for choosing university
education over profitable blue-collar gigs also has to do with sustaining emotional stability.
"Half the guys I work with
graduated from universities," says
Hashisaki. "After a while, you
can see working that job taking
its toll."
Students whose parents earn
their livings through manual labor
seem to agree. Despite growing
up working with his father in his
contracting company, senior computer science major Marvin Larios
says he always wanted a career that
required less commitment and

physical hardships.
"Those jobs are a lot harder and
a lot less rewarding," says Larios.
"They take a toll on you, you get
older faster, and they don't pay as
much. I figure if you get an educa-

les

tion, you can make more money
and not have to go through the

physical part."
Whatever the reason, Aragon
says the shortage is promising
for graduates of apprentice programs because of the number of
jobs available, but troubling for
the industry as a whole because
companies are beginning to outsource welding and electrician
jobs at a higher rate due to an inability to find enough people to do
the work.
"We're losing a lot of jobs to
overseas because we cannot fulfill
the openings in the job market,"
says Aragon.
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across all across the board, for
finding a new job. The possibilities
you might find exactly what you're
>aw
igslt hen posts appear that fit
lay, you stay updated on what interests

ng from couches to jobs, there is no
and extreme amounts of discretion are
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Mike can be reached at
baldl799@seattleu.edu
Clara Ganey
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The entire student body at Seattle University can make use of the Career Development Center for help
with resumes, cover letters and advice for choosing a career path and finding their first jobs.
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Coast to coast punk: the Bouncing Souls hit Seattle
Rose Egge

Entertainment Editor
After nearly two decades together as a band the Bouncing Souls
haven't changed much. While the

industry is unrecognizable
compared to the business under
which the New Jersey punk band
first formed, the Bouncing Souls
music

have continued to write heartfelt
records about their life experiences
and stir up venues like El Corazon,
much like they used to rock basement parties in the early 19905.
On the surprisingly warm,
sunny afternoon of April 12 everyone at El Corazon seems to be in
good spirits.
The Bouncing Souls have already sound checked and spent
time hanging out backstage or
walking around the neighborhood,
enjoying the weather. They are surprisingly easy going, and don't fit
their own iconic status.
Backstage during the show a
member of the opening act Dead
To Me approaches lead singer
Greg Attonito.
"Dude, thank you so much for
having us on the tour," he says earnestly. "It means so much to us."
In the company with such successful punk bands as Rancid and
Bad Religion, the Bouncing Souls
have released seven studio albums,
each personally identified with the
band members' lives at the time
of its making. When asked about
their success, the band offers a

simple explanation.
"We're just very real. [For a
lot of bands] their focus is not really on the music and melody, it's
just this whole other thing of being famous," drummer Michael
McDermott says. "Everybody here
loves music, and I think that comes

through

in

everything we do."

A lot has changed since the
Bouncing Souls first formed in
1989. While Attonito describes
the band years ago skating around
town, trying to sell their albums,
fans today are more likely to purchase the band's music online.
Besides music fans, musicians
themselves are also exposed to
wider resources. Attonito emphasized that bands today rely less on
record labels so that, in some cases,
success is based more on the merit
of the music itself.
"It's really weird because everyRose Egge
.
The Spectator
one can record music and everyone
can distribute music, so it's kind of Fans moshed, crowd surfed and stage dived during the Bouncing Souls set at El Corazon on April 12.
devaluing," bassist Bryan Kienlen
says. "There's so much music out Bouncing Souls is an intensely
Although the dynamic shifted claims they are content with the cathere, but no matter what, you can't heartfelt and emotional experience. in the middle of the Bouncing reer they've led and the lives they've
recreate the quality of live music."
Not only are the band's songs honSouls' set when they played a built for themselves. Still, the only
It is the Bouncing Souls live est and relatable, but with a discogfew acoustic songs, the energy advice they offer to up and coming
never dwindled.
performance that best reveals their raphy that spans 19 years, the muartists is to follow one's heart.
"We always want to have fun,
elasticity. By the time Bouncing sic reminds fans of where they've
"It's really cool to be in the posiSouls take the stage at El Corazon, been and who they've become.
and that fun is contagious, othertion where people listen to us, but
on April 12, the venue is packed.
Onstage the Bouncing Souls wise people wouldn't keep coming it's not what we say," Kienlen says.
As soon as the band begins to energy was over the top, while back to our shows," Kienlen says.
"It doesn't matter what anyone
play they release a burst of enhandfuls of fans climbed onto
Next year will be the Bouncing says because music is about what
ergy that never wanes until their the stage and dove off. The circle Souls 20-year anniversary which it you feel."
final chord.
pit never stopped, the fists never will celebrate by releasing one new
For the 800 sweaty, exhilarated left the air and fans never stopped song each month.
Rose can be reached at
fans in attendance, watching the singing along.
Overall, each band member eggee@seattleu.edu

"The Visitor" tackles immigration through music

Courtesy Janet Wainwright

Richard Jenkins, left, plays Walter Vale, an aging college professor
who befriends an illegal immigrant couple in "The Visitor."
Matthew Martell
Staff Writer
A visibly balding man is poised
his piano, a little old lady critiquing his every motion with a face
that lies somewhere between anger
and abashed sympathy.
"Make room for the train," says
the aged woman, and the protagonist, Walter Vale, looks at her in
utter confusion. "It's what I tell
my kids."
She shifts the positions of his
hands and mimics a "choo choo"
passing through a tunnel beneath
them. Thus ends Vale's aspirations
at

to become a virtuoso. His life is
about to go in a markedly different
direction, out of one tunnel and
into another.
So begins "The Visitor," a
beautiful but baffling film about
a middle-aged college economics professor whose life is going
absolutely nowhere.
"He was a global economics professor who doesn't know anything
about the world," laughed Richard
Jenkins, who plays Walter Vale in
the film. "He keeps looking for
something in the same place, and
he's not finding it."
Were the film simply a journey

of discovery for Vale, it would be a
far less powerful but far more cohesive piece. The central problem
the audience faces in viewing "The
Visitor" isn't that any particular
aspect of the film is weak; in fact,
from the beautiful cinematography
to the stellar acting, every critical
aspect of the film holds its own with
any Academy Award winning piece.
The real issue is that every aspect of
the film is so magnified, so focused,
so central to the audience's viewing
experience that the plot itself is left
for dead with nowhere to turn.
The story focuses on Vale's encounters with an illegal immigrant
couple who have been tricked into
renting out his apartment in New
York City under the assumption
that it was vacant. Vale befriends
the couple, and the characters
of Walter, Tarek and Zainab become engaged in a friendship that
pushes the boundaries of each of
their cultural understandings.
Tarek plays djembe, a traditional
African drum, and Walter's own inabilities as a pianist lead him to become fascinated with the world of

rhythm

in music.

This distinction between the
classicism ofthe piano and the cerebral intensity ofthe drum develops
the movie's primary transformative
motif. Vale, so locked into the rigors of day-to-day routine, rejects

his painfully formal past in favor
of a future where he can simply go
with the flow.
"There is something about the
structure ofthe piano," said Jenkins.
"There's something about the visceral reaction to the drum."
Jenkins, whose culminating moment in the film sees Vale hammering away at a djembe in the New
York subway, happily described his
own personal reaction to die powers
of the drum. "It was freedom and
anger at the same time."
The musical motif, coupled
with an ending completely devoid
of feel-good resolution, would pit
"The Visitor" on the same level
as last year's fan favorite "Once,"
were it not for the film's other primary plot line.that focuses on the
problems with immigration and
the anti-Muslim sentiments of
America today. The music defines
the film, develops the characters to
their fullest, and captures the actors at their finest moments, but the
immigration story is the only thing
that really serves to drive the plot
forward. Tarek is arrested and confined to a detention center where
he risks deportation. His mother
Mouna ventures to New York for
the purposes of finding Tarek, and
ends up becoming romantically involved widi Vale. Vale hires an immigration attorney, and entwines

himselffurther withinTarek's world
in a struggle for justice in post-9/11
America.
Even though the plot focuses
on the issue of immigration, it still
feels half-hearted and subservient
to the musical motif, which gives
the film the majority of its rhythm
and its soul.
"I don't think of it as a political
movie," replied Jenkins, when asked
if the film crew faced any difficulties from the government in producing the film. "We never started
it around immigration."
"The Visitor" plays like a puzzle, and by the end it almost feels
complete, but there's still a few
jigsaws missing around the edges.
Immigration is the propulsive agent
for the film, but "it was really about
people trying to find common
ground," said Jenkins.
The common ground is laid
clearly between the four primary
characters as they become united in
a struggle for justice. But, search all
you want; you won't find anything
uniting its two competing plot lines
with one another.

"Irony abounds in the film,"
quipped Jenkins. Irony indeed,
since the film can't even find conceptual consistency within itself.

Matthew can be reached at
martellm@seattleu.edu
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Green Festival makes its Northwest debut
from San Francisco. Here are a
few outstanding highlights from
the festival:

interesting, with sprawling, graffiti-like tree designs. The
company also specializes in trendy
clothing like bomber jackets, mini
skirts, hoodies, yoga pants, convertible sweat pants and DJ bags.
Hemp farming in America has
been illegal since the 19505, due
to the misinterpretation that you
can smoke it. While hemp plants
are from the species cannabis,
hemp contains virtually no THC.
The shift from cotton garments
to hemp was a huge theme at the
Green Festival—hemp is much
better for the environment and
less damaging for the soil.

Seattle's first annual Green Festival was a success, with over 300
vendors selling globally-conscious food, clothing and other goods.
Lauren Padgett
Managing Editor

"Going green" is something
that is talked about a lot these
days, from buying organic produce to brewing fair trade coffee
to wearing clothing made from
recycled goods. And while most
Seattleites appreciate the concept,
oftentimes "going green" basically
means "extra work." It's hard to
find globally-conscious food or
clothing on a budget, and often
specialized organic foods have to
be ordered online.
But fear not: this last weekend,
Seattle hosted the Green Festival at
the Washington State Convention
and Trade Center, produced by
Global Exchange and Co-Op

<

i. 1111

America. The Green Festival is the
nation's largest green living event,
and this last weekend marked the
Pacific Northwest debut. Over the
span of two days, over 150 visionaries and 300 businesses gathered
in the Convention Center to sell
their handmade clothing, fresh
farm produce, organic coffee and
vegan ice cream, justto name a few.
There were Nepalese traders selling
hand-woven rugs, journals made
out of African elephant dung and
even shoes made out of car parts.
I went to the Green Festival on
Saturday, and basically blew a hole
through my bank account, splurging on everything from delicious
smoothies blended by Wenatchee
farmers to sweatshirts designed by
a dreadlocked Rastafarian couple

the spectator
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Simple Shoes
www.simpleshoes.com

Courtesy The Green Festival
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Simple Shoes is a globally-conscious organization determined not
to leave a carbon footprint. They
go through landfills and pick out
discarded car tires to make shoe
soles, using the whole tire so there
is no waste. Bike tires are also
used for this—according to the
company's Web site, one bike tire
is enough to line three men's size
nine shoes. For the upper part of
the shoe, the designers use hemp—
it grows like a weed, is easy to use

Thursday, April 17
Why?

7:30 p.m.
Vera Project, $9
Friday, April 18

Blitzen Trapper, Fleet
Foxes, The Quiet Ones
8 p.m.
Neumo's, $10, 21+
Saturday, April 19

Tiny's Organic
www. ilovetiny.com

and doesn't need special herbicides
or pesticides.

Tiny's Organic had the best
smoothies of the whole convention. The family-owned and operated farm in Wenatchee services
over 30 farmers markets around
the Sound, including the Broadway
Farmers Market. They specialize in
various crops throughout the year,
and even have a mailing list that
keeps their customers updated on
what's in season. For a little over
$30 a week, consumers can sign
up for a year's worth of fruits and
vegetables of the best crops available and can pick them up every
Wednesday during growing season
at a local co-op.

The kicks are cool because
not only are they made with reused materials, they look great as
well—the women's flats were stylish and comfortable, while some
of their others were modeled in
the Chuck Taylor or skater punk
styles. I bought a pair of green patterned flip-flops that will become
my summer standby. If only the
weather would cooperate.

moreTrees clothing
www.moreTreeshemp.com

moreTrees specializes in urban
made from organic cotand
recycled plastic botton, hemp
tles. The graphics on theirT-shirts

Tiny Vipers, J Tillman
7:30 p.m.
Vera Project, $9

Sunday April 20

Nekromantix
8 p.m.
El Corazon, $12
Tuesday, April 22
Ani DiFranco

8 p.m.
Moore Theatre, $35

streetwear,

Lauren can be reached at
padgettl@seattleu.edu
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Graduate assistants aid Athletic Dept.
several problems that other varsity

Thursday, April 17

sports programs do not have to deal

Softball vs. Northwest
Nazarene

with, such as constantly having to
arrange vans in order to transport
athletes and equipment to other

2:30 p.m./4:30 p.m.
Logan Held

tracks for meets and practices.
"If I had to arrange for vans I
wouldn't have time for anything

else," said Steidl.
Saturday, April 19

Graduate assistants from the
Masters of Sports Administration
and Leadership [MSAL] assist
the Athletic Department in many
ways. Beyond coaching, they also
aid in administrative duties. G.A.'s
are particularly helpful due to the
fact they are not paid as much as
full-time staff members, saving the
Athletic Department funds.
However, properly compensating these assistants for their time
has been an important issue within
the Athletic Department in recent
years. According to Schueffner,
the university has covered his
tuition expenses along with providing a small stipend. Last year
Schueffner received under $5,000

Softball vs. Central
Washington
12:00 p.m./2:00 p.m.

Monday, April 21
Track and Field at the
GNAC Multi-Event
Championships
TBA
Ellensbutg, Wash.

Box Score

in

"We also don't have the facilities
to accompany this new growth of
the track and field team. We at the
athletic department didn't expect
such rapid growth in the track and
field roster."
Several weeks ago, the Athletic
Department was able to garner
enough funds to offer another fulltime coaching position for the track

and field team. Though Schueffner
has applied for the position, and
Steidl and the Athletic Department
to hire him, he is unsure whether or not he will stay
at Seattle U.

would like

We didn't know

[...]

whether we had the

resources to fund
assistant coaches.
Eric Guerra
Assistant Athletic Director

stipends.
Aware that Schueffner graduates

Softball at Saint Martins

Win: 8-0, Win: 9-3

in the spring and that he will

JessicaIshmeal

The Spectator

Seattle University assistant track and field coach Eric Schueffner.
GNAC Rank Ist

The Redhawks moved up
to first place in the GNAC
by crushing Saint Martins at
their home field. Erin Martin
pitched a total of 11 innings,
striking out five batters and
earning her fifth shut-out
of the season. Katie Antich
went 4-for-5 and Jane Purdy
scored her first home run of
the season.

begin
searching for a full-time coaching
position, Steidl began asking her
superiors early this year whether or
they would create a full-time
assistant coaching position for the
track and field team.
"I asked if they wanted a full
track and field team or just a distance team," said Steidl. "If I'm going to have an entire track and field
team, then I need help."
However, according to assistant
athletic director Eric Guerra, it was
not clear whether or not the track
and field team would be able to hire
another full-time coach.
"We didn't know last quarter
whether we had the resources to fund
assistant coaches like Schueffner as
a full time coach," said Guerra.
not

Sean Towey
Sports Editor
Two years ago, Trisha Steidl arrived at Seattle University to build a
track and field program. One of her
first tasks was to find an assistant
coach that she felt would assist her
in creating a strong team.
After several conversations
over the phone, Steidl chose Eric
Schueffner. A graduate assistant from the Masters of Sports

Administration and Leadership
[MSAL], SchuefFner began coaching sprinters, jumpers and multi-

event athletes

full-time.
"Basically, my position requires
that I assist the coach in every aspect
of training, recruiting, and administrative duties," said Schueffner. "I
handle everything outside of distance

running."

Besides his coaching responsibilities, Schueffner also attends
class in order to earn his MSAL.
"Eric spends just about as much
time here as I do," said Steidl.
"Having a G.A. position has been

extremely helpful."
Due to a dearth of facilities,
the track and field program faces

"I would like

to,

but there are

things that the program is lacking,"
said Schueffher. "For instance, we
don't have

a

track. We don't have

any facilities to host events. There

priority budgetary expenses that
need to be fulfilled first though."
Schueffher mentioned thatthere
is hardly any money in the budget
for transportation as well.
"Whenever we have to have
transportation for off-campus
events, we deplete our very tiny
budget," he explained. "I'm still
discussing it with my wife."
are

Chris Dickhute contributed to this

article.

Sean can be reached at
toweys@seattleu.edu

Human Performance Lab provides high-tech training
J.J. Mulligan
Volunteer Writer
"Be all that you can be" isn't just
the slogan for the Army.
The Human PerformanceLab at
Swedish Medical Center is providing training evaluations and sport-

specific workouts for athletes in
competitive sports that can change
an athlete's physical and mental
health. Their goal is to optimize
an athlete's potential and performance through a series of hightech tests, each closely monitored
by computers.
These tests, which include body
fat percentage, blood pressure and
maximal oxygen consumption,
are used to assess an athlete's current capabilities and then used to
design individualized workouts to
improve upon their adileticism and
overall health.
The facility uses "athletic keys" to
track the progression of an athlete's
workouts. The "keys" are like hard-

drives that are given to each athlete
that attends the gym located within
the James Tower at the Swedish
Medical Center's Providence campus. Besides tracking progression, the "keys" also control the
weight, tempo, and difficulty of
each workout.
Dr. Dan Tripps is director of
sports performance at the facility
and also a Seattle University professor in the College of Arts and
Science. Tripps came to the university by way of Seattle Pacific
University. He left SPU after he
was given die opportunity to direct

the facility.
"This situation is unique because
it's a partnership between the public
and academics. I was really intrigued
to help create this," said Tripps.
Tripps also adds that he wishes
to round out the Jesuit experience.
"Seattle University has such an emphasis on the mind and the spirit
with the Jesuit tradition, that sometimes the body is ignored. I'd like to

help change that."
The facility has led Tripps and
his staff to have tested all different
types

of athletes and people, from

CEO's competing in triathlons to
City of Seattle firemen.
However, despite the center's
close proximity and partnership
with Seattle University, the center
has been somewhat ignored by
Seattle University athletic teams.
One team that has visited the
Performance Lab is the women's

volleyball

team.

Shannon Ellis, coach of Seattle
University women's volleyball
team, decided last year that her
team could benefit from the testing at the labs and subsequent spe-

cialized workouts that her players
would receive.
Coach Ellis

was

unavailable for

comment.

Each player on the volleyball
was given a workout individually tailored to match each one
of their results on the tests. They
team

completed the workouts on their
own time at the Connolly Center.
But for many of the volleyball
players, the workouts weren't what
they expected.
"I felt myself getting a lot progressively stronger than I thought
would," said Libby Graff, junior
mathematics major and outside
hitter for the volleyball team, referring to the incremental increases in
each workout.
Odier Seattle University coaches
may also be recognizing the benefits
ofsending their adiletes to die lab to
be tested by Tripps and his staff.
The universities athletic department and the Human Performance
Lab are currently in discussions
about a possible contract for all
Seattle University athletic teams
to attend the lab for testing and to
receive workouts.
The cost for die test and workouts can seem out ofreach for athletic teams. The lab charges $295
for a "fitness assessment", which is

a two-hour test. The lab also charges
an extra $100 for "athletic assessment", which includes the sport-

specific workouts.
However, Tripps and his staff
are proud to give special rates to
Seattle University teams: close to
half the regular cost. The special
rate, coupled with the universities
expanding budget, could lead to a

long-term partnership.
Tripps and his staff try and help
athletes become more successful, but
their goals stretch beyond that.
"We want athletes to leave
our center with a better chance
at a healthier life after sports",
said Tripps.
The Human Performance Lab is
located on the corner of 18th and
Cherry Street behind the Connolly
Center and is open to anyone that
wishes to become healthier or a better athlete.
J.J. can be reached at
mulligan@seattleu.edu
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Seattle U athletes participate in local service projects
Porter shares Thomas' devotion to
community service. Porter plays a
key role in a new program at the
Boys & Girls Club. Women athletic
teams at Seattle U take turns running camps for young girls.
"The goal of the program is to
motivate young girls with positive
role models and also enable them

Michael Boxley
Volunteer Writer
Seattle University's athletes
have committed themselves to
the university's mission vision of
service to the community by participating in several community
service projects.
"You can bounce a ball all you
want, but if you can't read a book it
means nothing," said senior sociology major and women's basketball
team captain Jackie Thomas.
Since Thomas was a sophomore
at Curtis High School in University
Place, Wash., she has been dedicated to performing an uncountable number of community service
hours. As well as tutoring younger
students at the Rotary Boys & Girls
Club, Thomas also dedicates her
Saturday mornings to one-on-one
basketball training for girls ages nine
to 18 whose families are stationed at
the Fort Lewis military base.
"The girls are usually new to the
area, so I try to provide them with
opportunities to play against other
girls their age," said Thomas.
With any other available hours
Thomas goes to nursing homes in
the city ofTacoma to help in anyway necessary.
"When my parents are old I
want someone to take care of them
with no expectations," saidThomas.
"It comes from my heart, not because I am forced or someone twists
my arm."
Senior marketing major Ashley

to

explore different types ofsports,"

said Porter.

Taylor Olson, sophomore business major, was raised in the Seattle
area and played some of his first
competitive sports at the Boys &
Girls Club. Each spring Olson
coaches a youth basketball team
ages five to six.
Seattle Us Athletic Department
requires that each sports team
participate in one community
service project a year. The Seattle
U Student Athlete Advisory
Committee [SAAC] is comprised
of two athletes from each team.
SAAC sponsors one service event
each quarter.
"Most teams go above and beyond, but it's a team by team basis
as far as how many service projects a
team participates in," said sports information director Jason Behenna.
On March 27, the Seattle
University men's soccer team partnered with SCORES, a Seattle nonprofit organization that works with
children on building strong bodies
and minds through soccer, literacy
and community service.
The annual College Kicks Day
held at Championship Field and
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Engelhardt acknowledges that
student athlete s community service
is a productive marketing tool.
"It's not recruiting; its just
spreading the word about Seatde U
while giving back to the surrounding community," said Engelhardt.

On March 4 the Seattle U softball team hosted softball clinics for
members of Seattle PONY Fast
pitch League, a youth organization
for girls ages nine to 14 at Logan
Field. The team dressed in game
uniforms and gave tips on hitting,

pitching and fielding.
Seattle U's volleyball program

competition.

Michael can be reached at
boxleym@seattleu.edu
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hosted free volleyball clinics for
local boys on March 9, to help increase popularity of men's volleyball
in the state of Washington.
Student athletes represent the
university in and out of the lines of

Junior midfielder, Luis
Gamez, lines up a shot
during a recent pre-season
game against WesternWashington. The Redhawkss defeatedthe Viking
5-1. Seattle U plays the University of Washington away
at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday
April 19. The game will offer much needed Division I
experience for the team as
they experiment with a new
formation.
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opportunities for student athletes,
but we don't treat them like puppets, they are always willing to
help," said assistant athletic director Erin Engelhardt regarding
whether or not student athletes
are required to attend community

Men's Soccer vs. Western

laser tag

study break dessertnight
/>.

communities from the Southeast
Seattle and White Center area.
One hundred and ninety children,
12 coaches and 30 family members,
came to Seatde U to participate in
various soccer stations, tour the
campus, and interact with a panel
of college students for question and
answer session.
Seattle University soccer players
Chris Hodges, Nick James, Jordan
Jennings, Cameron Mertens, Sean
Morris and David Raney spent a
day of their spring break to help
facilitate the soccer stations.
"Sometimes you have to provide

upcoming events

*

—

in the Student Center involved
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editorial
On April 16, 2007, 32 students and faculty members of Virginia Tech fell victim to the deadliest school
shooting in American history. That day, along with
the anniversaries of multiple other school shootings
that have taken place across the nation, will go down
in infamy. The days of remembrance will constantly

the Pigott building. The Incident was evaluated
and based off of the professional assessment of the
Seattle Police Department and the Campus Public
Safety team.
Reports from Spectator staff members indicate that
the Pigott building was evacuated at around 11:00
a.m., however, no notice was made to students until
11:18, when a campus wide email was issued explaining that there had been a general threat to the Pigott
building, and that more information would be forth
coming. To date, that information remains at large,
except for evidence that there was in fact no real threat
to the safety of students as the building was reopened
less than an hour later.
Regardless of how real the threat was ultimately
discovered to be, the disturbing fact remains that the
University communications system was not employed
in the event of a potential emergency. Students were
not made aware of a threat deemed severe enough
to evacuate one of the most populated buildings
on campus, and further, the safety of evacuees was
not a high enough priority to remove them to a safe
distance from the building in question. According
to Sletten, the emergency text message system is
only used if there is an immediate threat to the
to

remind us of the horrors of malicious and unwarranted violence, as well as the ramifications of under
developed and unutilized safety mechanisms, which
could not have prevented these attacks, but could
have, and in the future will mitigate the harm of
potential subsequent acts of violence.
In the aftermath of the Virginia Tech report,
Seattle University revamped its emergency protocol in the event of a catastrophic security breach.
Information and communication systems were modified, and Campus Public Safety and the Seattle Police
Department have run simulations to improve reaction
times to security threats.
Despite the improvements and modifications to
Seattle University's security protocol, it seems as
though this institution remains too conservative to
implement emergency communication in the event
of a real emergency.
On Monday, April 14 at around 11:00 a.m. Campus
Public Safety, in cooperation with the Seattle Police campus community.
The threat to the Pigott building was deemed real
Department, evacuated the Pigott Building, home of
the Albers School of Business and Economics due to enough to evacuate members of Seattle University
a "generalized threat regarding the building."
from their place of work and learning. It was an event
Details surrounding the threat and the evacuation that warranted use of the University emergency comremain sparse. According to Mike Sletten, director of munication system, even if for no other reason than

Public Safety, the threat was determined to be specific

to test

the effectiveness of safety protocol.
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Pageants betray the power of beauty
Nicole Rothwell

Volunteer Writer
On Friday, Crystal Stewart from
Texas was crowned as the 2008 Miss
USA. Stewart is a 26 year old entrepreneur and professional model. As
she fulfils her duties of the Miss USA
title she will compete in the Miss
Universe pageant in Vietnam and
will also be a spokesperson for breast
and ovarian cancer awareness.
In 1952, a Miss America winner
Yolande Betbeze refused to pose in
swimwear which led the swimsuit
company, Catalina to terminate their
sponsorship of the Miss America
pageant and establish the Miss USA
pageant. The Miss USA pageant is
just one of the many pageants held
annually. Another predominant
contest, the Miss America Pageant
was established in 1921 as a beauty
contest and has evolved into what is

considered a scholarship competition. In fact, the Miss America
pageant is the largest provider ofcollege scholarship for women.
This creates a discomfitingfeeling
now
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that reveals contemporary societal
pressure for women to be and look
a certain way. The Miss America

pageant has not changed much
over the 87 years of operation and
thus, is clearly still a beauty contest
with a new label attached to it. The
founder, Megan O'Brian once stated
that the pageant is not about prancing around in evening gowns or
swimsuits but rather "about strong,

sophisticated

women competing
America". Is it really
feasible that to represent America
as a female you must first strut in
front of an audience in your bikini
and formal dress? Therefore implying that to represent America as a
female you should be a size 2 and
at least 5'7".
The Miss USA website claims
that the pageant is "playing a critical role in making the next 100
years The Century ofWomen". Do
we want a pageant that originated
out of the cosmetic desire to pose
in a swimsuit to determine the status and prestige of women for the
next century?
These pageants produce dominant female figures in the media and
thus have a potent effect on females.
I must clarify that I am not saying
that these contests present us with
our only female leaders. There are

to represent

many resilient and influential women in the world who did not endure
a pageant to obtain their position.
That is precisely my point. Today's
societal pressures manipulate women into believing that to be accepted
and/or powerful they must have a
certain look. That look's requirement
ranges from being thin to having a
good fashion sense. Every day is a
beauty contest for women.

superficial requirements of appearThere is much
that augment aesthetic ideals such
as, magazines like Cosmopolitan
ance on to women.

and Seventeen, television shows
like Dr. 90120 and The Swan,
and the numerous advertisements
that attempt to exploit and forge

To represent America

societal standards.
Lastly, I must explain that these
pressures though more widely related to females, is also administered
to males. Advertisements, shows,
magazines, et cetera do not solely

as a female you

focus on women but also include
men. Therefore, inevitably men are

must first strut in

affected as a result, too.
It is vital that people are aware of

front of an audience

in your bikini.
I am also not diminishing the
importance of the beneficiary duties bequeathed to the Miss USA,
Miss America, or any of the pageantry tides. I am condemning die
means mandatory to acquire those
roles. Furthermore, itis not just contests like Miss USA that exert the

these societal pressures andacknowledge them. These pressures are the
cause of the obsession with appearance. Obsession can be dangerous
and even deadly ranging from eating
disorders to plastic surgery. How important should beauty be? Be honest
to yourself and know your personal
values. Resist the application of societal norms. Every day should not
be a beauty contest.
Nicole can be reached at
rothwell@seattleu.edu

Letters to the editor should be 300 to 500 words long and emailed to Sean Towey at toweys@seattleu.edu. The Spectator reserves the right to edit letters for length, spelling,
grammar and style errors.
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opinion

Letters to the Editor

Matt Vielbig
Dear Editor,
We are in trouble. Right now,
the term "biofuel" sounds good to
a lot of people... in the developed
world. Life-fuel, as it were, indeed,
just sounds like something deserving of major investment and government subsidies. In fact, it sounds
so good that you won't find any of
the three major potential presidential candidates opposed to it. That's
right, Republican or Democrat,
Clinton, Obama or McCain, cornbased bio-fuel appears to be a direction in which we could be heading. And why not? On the surface
it seems like it couldn't get much
better. A renewable energy source.
A supposed decrease of impact on
the environment. Currently, a tiny

portion of our fuel at gas stations
contains the ethanol produced
through corn fermentation. Just
enough to bolster the profits of
those invested in corn production
and just enough to make some feel
a little better about fuel use. The real
situation, however, is that ethanol
cannotbe an answer. It must not be.
This may be one of the largest economic, environmental, and social
justice issues today...and we have
to do something about it.
Such biofuel has garnered so
much support largely because
terms such as "alternative fuel" and
"renewable" outshine the realities.
False promises continue to cover
truths that could cause suffering
even far beyond our current situation ofoil-based pollution. First,
many have assumed that ethanol
would not pollute and hurt the
environment to the same degree as
modern gasoline. This persists in attracting people despite many tests
and acknowledgements (including
by the Environmental Protection
Agency) that ethanol provides no
reduction in environmental damage. In other words, it's simply a
renewable pollutant not any less
severe than gasoline.
Second, ethanol is significantly
less efficient than gasoline and its
production and transportation
would require an extensive use of
fossil fuels. Something seems a litde
backward here.
Third and most significantly,
though, further support for foodbased biofuel would be a most
devastating blow to the people in
theworld not who are not involved
in the discussion—the impoverished, the hungry. A recent New
York Times article reports that 14
percent ofUS corn crop is used to
produce ethanol. Within two years,
diis is expected to hit 30 percent as
the US and developed governments
continue to prod farmers with ethanol subsidies. What this means is
that corn is being used for fuel, not
food. And what that means is that
food prices will rise everywhere. As
food prices rise, the hundreds of
millions of people barely making it
by in this world will fall even deeper
into poverty.

As many Americans may complain about cereal and meat costing more, the impoverished in the
world will become even less certain
of having a meal at all each day.
Already the World Food Program
has indicated that it may have to reduce the number ofpeople it serves
because of the current rise in food
prices. This could only get worse.
Again, these prices will get higher
as Americaand developed countries
continue to be seduced by the sound
of a renewable corn biofuel.
Clearly, something needs to
be done about our energy crisis
and the terrible damage caused by
greenhouse gasses. Admittedly, I do
not possess the answer today. I feel
certain, however, that we need to
wake up to the false promises and
reality ofbiofuel. This isn't just an
issue of having fuel or protecting
the environment. It's a matter of realizing that people and starvation lie
in the balance of what we do here
and now.
David Bernica

Dear Editor,
At the turn of the fourth century, the men ofAthens sentenced
Socrates to death. One charge
levied against him was that of
sophism, of "making the weaker
argument the stronger." The
prosecutors, however, were the
true sophists. As we know, their
persuasive rhetoric won the day,
initially only by a small margin.
Surrounded by friends, Socrates
drank the hemlock. Though
Socrates died, die tragic irony of his
story continues to repeat itself in
various disguises.
For instance, Mr. Cline's argument that, "Athletics has not established itself in a way that merits
moving SU to D— 1, which is precisely why we should do it," seems
to me a blatant and blunt sophism.
He provides us with many good
arguments why we should avoid
D-l (lack offan base, budget and
housing concerns, sacrificing academics, etc.). He acknowledges his
appreciation for, "our focus on academic excellence, the small class
sizes, the care and genuine interest in [his] well being that [he's]
received from faculty and staff." I
agree wholeheartedly. Our institution is great because of these qualities. It sets itself apart from other
institutions by cultivating the person, the mind, and the heart.
Mr. Cline compares SU to
other nearby universities, and argues that we are "different" and
on "another level" than them in
"every other aspect of university
life." This too is probably accurate.
We derive our identity from what
Seattle University does well, that

adherence to
die Jesuit tradition. Thus, die dedication to academics, service, and
justice ought to take precedence.
An obsession with being
"equal" to other universities
misses the greater glory of this
university, namely, it is unique.
is,

from

its adamant

From this uniqueness, from our
individuality, an evaluative comparison with other schools will
naturally follow. Each year, U.S.
News and World Report releases a
wonderfully quantified evaluation
of universities. I encourage anyone
anxious about Seattle University's
numericalrelation to other schools
to look to these percentages. As for
myself, I look to internal quality
for reassurance. Our professors,
our peers, and our resources bespeak this quality. Now we must
sacrifice much of this. Are these
"growing pains" truly necessary
to accomplish the "vision" of
the university?
The letter mentions that, "after listening to the conversations
of students, the opinion is pretty
clear: D—l would not be a good
move..." Indeed.
Michael Reiterman
Dear Editor,
It was a bright Wednesday
afternoon. I was on a quest to
find out whether there were any
condoms available on campus,
for sale or for free—hell, maybe
even for trade. I had heard that
there was birth control available
in the Student Health Center on
the first floor of Bellarmine Hall,

I headed there first. I felt determined that day; it seemed like
even the warm sun was condoning what was about to be extremely
heretical and non-Jesuit behavior.
I wanted to barge into the Health
Center like private detective Philip
Marlowe, saying tactlessly (with
perhaps a cigarette dangling precariously out of one corner of my
mouth): "Alright, look [insert sexist pejorative here], you know what
I came here for. I came here for the
rubbers, now cough 'em up. Not
talkin', eh? Alright, baby, let's play
so

hard-ba11..."
I didn't do this, of course, but
with the way I was treated by the
two receptionists I began to think
that I should've. I received abrupt
and surly answers to the few simple
questions that I had the temerity to
ask, and I was pushed out the door
faster than you could say "for her
pleasure"—past the empty waiting
room. I had little more information than "no, we don't provide
condoms anywhere on campus",
the promise of an email regarding
the issue, and a small white pamphlet about HPV.
Next, I checked the student
bookstore and the Cave to see if
they were selling condoms against
school policy. As I expected they
weren't. My final mission was to
check on which floors of which
residence halls had bulletin-board
displays promoting safe sex and
sexual health. One of the displays
in Campion was entitled "Sexual
Responsibility". It had many interesting tidbits of information,
including facts about alcohol and
sex, and a chart about effective
ways to practice safe sex. Near the
top of the list, right below "abstinence," was the word "condoms,"
and it described how effective
condoms really are. Also attached
to the display were a few pamphlets about abstinence, one of
which I took.
After tiiumbing through it outside my next class, I decided that
those who actually were "... thinking of other ways to direct their
sexual feelings" and "...avoiding
being alone in 'sexy situations"
were probably outnumbered by
those who were just taking their
sexual feelings and running with
them. I did receive the promised email from the Student Health
Center. It contained an attachment of Seattle University's policy
regarding condoms that read as
follows: "The indiscriminate distribution of condoms and other
birth control devices is inconsistent with the University's mission as a Catholic/Jesuit institution, and therefore, is prohibited

r

Dear Editor,
I felt compelled to write back in
response to the Spectator's article
covering the day of protest over
the U.S. Border Patrol recruiting
on campus, I had to. When I read
the article, I could not help but feel
embarrassed that these kids attend
Seattle University. Why protest the
U.S. Border Patrolfor attempting to
recruit officers at our campus? Ah,
yes! Their policies are contradictory
to the policies ofSeattle University.
Well, one is a law enforcement organization assigned to prevent illegal entry into the country, and the
other is an academic institution
founded by Jesuit priests... Yes, it
would seem their policies might
not be congruent. However, if the
situation at the border is so bad,
if the people they have recruited
in the past have shot immigrants
for throwing stones, why not recruit where there is supposed to
be a plethora of young, passionate,
ethical, and educated people? What
is the harm in that? If you are angry about the policies of the border
patrol, write to your congressional
representative. If you are outraged
at something their doing that may
be out of policy, encourage them
to recruit people who have higher
ethical standards and moral character. Most police departments all
over the country are starting to offer education incentives to officers
who have a bachelor or masters
degree. Why should certain agencies be excluded from this concept
based on theirlocation and specific
job duties?
Congratulations though, I am
sure the Border Patrol, if invited
back, will most likely decline the
offer. This will only narrow the
chances of someone who does
embody the spirit and the mission of the University to enter that
career path.
In addition, I found it to be
quite entertaining that they were
chanting, "You Search, you shoot,
why are you here to recruit?"
Especially when I turned two
pages in the Spectator and found
a giant one-page spread of an ad
for the Army. Perhaps the protesters
should head down to 13th Ave. and
Cherry Street to protest the Military
Science program. No United States
government agency kills more people than the military, right? How
in-tune is the military with the
policies ofSeattle University?

,

on

campus."

I recently sat down widi Robert
Kelly, Vice President of Student
Development, to discuss the issue.
Fortunately and unfortunately he
was an extremely nice guy, and very
understanding. I say unfortunately
because at least if he hadn't been
a nice guy I could've gone away
defeated and frustrated, instead of
smiling. As it was recently brought
to my attention, I would be better
off proposing this change to the
Vatican. Benedict, we'll do lunch.
Eric Gordon

15

the spectator

Congress
loves
steroids
Mike Baldwin
Senior Staff Writer
When Rep. Tom Davis filed
109-page report that detailed
why Roger Clemens was truthful in denying steroid use and
questioned the credibility of his
accuser, it was a development that
shook the nation.
Oh, wait, no it wasn't. It was
a crotchety old man with a boycrush on a formerly great pitcher
doing his best to lick the taint of
the accused.
a

Over the past two years,
Congress has thrown themselves into the fray of the baseball steroids scandal. Steroids
have consumed the attention of
our elected officials like nothing
since 9/11.
While our economy descends
into recession and our soldiers
continue to die in a never-ending
war, Congress has stepped up to
the plate to debate one of the defining questions of our time: Did

overpaid professional athletes let
someone stick a syringe into their
buttocks in order to improve they
play for selfish reasons?
I don't think I need to point
out the absurdity of how much
attention is being paid to matters of professional sports. When
Davis died that report, he became
a poster boy for the ineptitude

of politicians in this
Davis constituents

country.

must

have

been pleased that the man they
elected to represent their interests
and needs has instead devoted
his time to defending a guy who
once chucked a bat at the head of
Mike Piazza and later claimed he
diought it was the ball.
The saddest part out of all
of this is that the members of
Congress who partake in these
abnormally unimportant hearings have proven that they are not
lazy, just incompetent. If as much
attention was paid to reducing
our national debt and raising the
value of the dollar as is to why
Barry Bonds head is so freakishly
large, we'd be sitting pretty.
At least with the Barry Bonds
case, his testimony was given during the course of a criminal case
intending to break up steroids
rings. Clemens' testimonymeans

absolutely nothing.
I am as big a baseball fan as
tliey come. Many of my fondest
memories involve the national
pastime. But I think I speak for
baseball fans and non-baseball
fans everywhere when I say...
Stop! You missed your chance to
stop the steroids problem in baseball. I could care less ifClemens
shot anything up his sphincter.
True problems, such as our horrible public education system
should easily trump issues like
this. But, in a society obsessed
with celebrity, I suppose that's a
silly suggestion.
Mike can be reached at
balcM 799@seattleu.edu
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Safety and Disruptions
April 6, 5:00 am.

to 2:00 p.m.

Dalai Lama speaks to local students
Braden VanDragt

The Spectator
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Public Safety was contacted by a
faculty memberconcerned about
a student. Public Safety contacted the student who advised
he had taken cold medicine and
did not feel well. The student left
campusand said he was headed
home.
Medical Transport
April 9,2:15 a.m.

A commuter student living a block
off campus called Public Safety
reporting a possible homeless
man was pounding on the door
of their apartment. The Seattle
Police Department arrived and
the person in question was found
to have an outstanding warrant
and arrested. The suspect said
he was at the apartment to contact the previous tenant.
Medical Assistance/
Alcohol Poisoning
April 11, 2:25 a.m.
Public Safety and Residence Life
contacted two woman students
who were very intoxicated. The
Seattle Fire Department arrived
and the students were transported to a local hospital. The

When a student asked the Dalai Lama about the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Africa, he responded, "They should make available—rubbers." Above,
Father Stephen Sundborg SJ reacts to the comment alongside professor Ronald M. Moore of the University of Washington.

students returned to campus the

following day.
Occupational Injury
April 11,10:30 am.

A staff member reported she
tripped while moving plants and
suffered some bruises and a minor puncture wound, which she
treated with first aid.
Medical Assistance
April 11,7:40 p.m.
Local youths listen attentively to the Dalai Lama as he speaks. The
Dalai Lama spoke about global disarmament, the importance of
education and compassion from the youth.

Public Safety assisted a student
who suffered an accidental laceration to herhead while attending
the dance marathon. The student
was transported to a local hospital for stitches.

S idoku

Medical Assistance
April 12,3:40 a.m.

difficulty: hard

A student was transported to a local hospital for a possible broken
finger. The injury was reported to
have taken place at an off campus location.
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Disturbance
April 13,3:30am.

A non-affiliate reported to Public
Safety to that two other non-affiliates slapped him and walked
north. The victim said there was
no injuries and was rather intoxicated. Public Safety advised the
Seattle Police Department as
the victim refused to report to
thepoßce.
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His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama humbly accepts praise from students and
regional university professors. Even
after multiple standing ovations, he
maintained a calm demeanor. During the question and answer session

with chosen students, he often humbly replied that he "did not know" the
answers and felt "shy" in front of the
university professors.
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