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B S* (U^ ____

(cA

M aria  M o h te s s o r i  f o u n d e r  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  m ethod
/  aJT

t h a t  b e a r s  h e r  name waaroorn i n  I t a l y  is*  Ancona i n ,1 8 7 0 .  She
*  f ,  '

to o k  up th e  c a r e e r  o f  m e d ic in e ,  be in  g t  hg .̂ f  i ^?s t^w oman t o  q u a l i f y
CJctfUnwtjJP9

a s  a  d o c to r  i n  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Rome, w h e r e ^ 'o r  many y e a r s  she 

h e ld  th e  c h a i r  of A n th ro p o lo g y .  She »■afrgo s p e c i a l i s e d  in  n e rv o u s

r f cd i s o r d e r s  lass? t h i s  l e d  to  h e r  becom ing i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  e d u ca -  
9  $I\a v.cuo y ¿ r ^

— 1| |  'rtiRaaNi^eventually -  by e-fcvmiUTOLi
X. v_ V ^  ^ w \

e n t e r e d  t h e  sp h e re  of norm al e d u c a t io n  &&
^  v (u « iv  S h . •w«'0 f* 6*-*«wu. * /s f-* ~ * * * * * *  »

Her f i r s t  g r e a t  E x p e r im e n t  w i t h  norm al c h i l d r e n

✓
t i o n  of backw ard  c h i ld re n * ,

and.i.lwiaeraBeii^^iig«fttefe en te  
\  W V V X.

to o k  p l a c e  in  one o f t h e  slum d i s t r i c t s  in  Rome i n  1907 .«

When w hat i s  now known as  th e  Montes s o r i  Method found  i t s  

way t o  E ng land  some f i v e  or s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i t  seemed l i k e  a  

t h i n g  m i r a c u l o u s ,  w ha t D r. 53. B. B a lla rd ,  c a l l s  "The m i r a c le  o f  _
•iy7 A  -  ■ ■

^ « / m a k i n g  i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p r i v a t e  s tu d y  to  t a k e  p l a c e  in  t h e  i n f a n t  

s c h o o l ;  o f making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a  nuMber of l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n

to  work in3^©Pe n d e n t ly  i n  th e  same room a t  t h e  same t im e ,  

and t h i s  w i t hou t any d r i v i n g  power beyond t h e  im p e l l i n g  f o r c e  

t h a t  comes from th e  w ork i t s e l f . . . . .  In  t h i s  a lo n e ,  even i f  she 

had  done n o th in g  e l s e  D r. ‘ M o n te s s o r i  has  made an im p e r i s h a b le  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  c a u se  of e d u c a t i o n " .  ("The C hanging  School" 

page  192 . i  -  it***-* *«**0

, To th e  g r e a t  m a jo r i t y  o f p e o p le  to d a y  th e  name M o n te s s o r i  
Sb\Al

i s  A r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a new m ethod o f  e d u c a t i o n *  p h i s  
A  wA xy 1~*ux IU*T

i s  c o m p re h e n s ib le  enough f o r ^ h e  h a s  d e v i s e d  a  new and v e ry

o r i g i n a l  m ethod . B ut h e r  d e e p e s t  and s t r o n g e s t  c la im  to  a

p e rm anen t p l a c e  amongst th e  / e d u c a to r s  o f  hum anity  l i e s  in  th e



f a c t  t h a t  sh e  h a s  made a  a m t m t ^ l s c o v e r y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  th e

n a tu r e  o f th e  c h i l d .  B r i e f l y  s t a t e d  i t  am ounts to  t h i s *  ^ t h a t
Vjl. _

th e  c h i l d  l o v e s  work as  much a s ,  and ev en  more t h a n ^ ^ l a y .  # 8 a

ïuch a M

id e a

. d o c t r i n e ¿usd so c o n t r a r y  to  our t r a d i t i o n a l  

t h a t  most p e o p le  do n o t

b e l ie re  i t  y e t . n o r  can  even  im ag ine  i t  to  be t r u e .  They a re  more 

i n c l i n e d  t o ^ h a k e s p e a r e *  s d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  schoo lboy  "ISfilth 

s a t c h e l  and s h in  in  o rn  i  rg f a c e ,  c r e e p in g  l i k e  a  s n a i l  unw il l i n g l y 

te  s c h o o l*1 . s e u &  S c

T h is  s t a t e m e n t ,  however, d o e s  not^»^«»«M««w««««

i f  one s to p s  to  c o n s id e r  c a r e f u l l y  w hat t a k e s  p la c e ^ , in  th e  m e n ta l

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  any norm al c h i l d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f

i t s  l i f e  b e f o r e  i t  comes to  s c h o o l .  I t  i s  only custom  w hich

b l i n d s  u s  to  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  th e  p r o d i g io u s  amount o f - h a r d
^  .

m e n ta l  l a b o u r  w h ich  he accom p l i s h e s  a l l  by h im s e l f  d u r i n g  t h a t  

p e r i o d .  Every c h i l d  i s  by n a t u r e  an e x p l o r e r .  U n c e a s in g ly ,  

u n t i r i n g l y  and , , th o u g h  i t  sounds s t r a n g e ^ o n e  m ig h t  add

u n c o n s c io u s ly ,  t h e  i n f a n t  i s  busy  e x p lo r in g  h i s  e n v iro n m e n t .  

E v e ry th in g  i s  g r i s t  t o  h i s  m i l l .  Watch any b a b y ,  even in  th e  

pram b e f o r e ,  he can  w a lk  or sp e a k ,  and you w i l l  f i n d  him busy
<j

ex am in in g  th e  n a t u r e  and p r o p e r t i e s  o f e v e r y w h i c h  comes 

h i s  way. The m y s t e r i e s  o f  fo rm , sh a p e ,  c o lo u r ,  w e ig h t ,  s i z e ,  

c a u s a t i o n ,  sp a c e ,  t im e ,  la n g u a g e ,  t h e  ego and th e  n o n -e g o ,  a re  

b  u t  some o f  th e  s u b j e c t s  w h ic h  h i s  unw eary ing  i n t e l l i g e n c e
^  k Jtu/9 •

endeavourfr^MMNfaiPBiiir'to s o r t  o u t#  A n d /w i th  such  s u c c e s s  t h a t  by 

t h e  age of f o u r ,h e  h a s  managed to  t h i s  c o n f u s in g ^ j ig - s a w

of a u n i v e r s e  i n t o  some s o r t  of an o r d e r l y  o r g a n i s e d  sy s te m .
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And a l l  t h i s  by h i m s e l f , m ark y ou, noyone t e a c h i n g  h im . R egarded  

we can see t h a t  t h e  o u t s t a n d in gth e n  from  t h i s

m e n ta l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f t h a g t p r e - s c h o o l  c h i l d  i s  t h a t  he i s  a  

g r e a t  " a b s o r b e r "  . His mind i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  abso rb ing -

knowledge from h i s  e n v iro n m e n t ;  and must do so by i t s  ve ry  n a t u r e .

Now M o n te sso r i^ s^g r^ea t  a c h ie v e m e n t ,  a s  f a r  a s  p r a c t i c e  i s  

c o n ce rn e d  l i e s  in  :t¡lute, t h a t  she  h a s  e v o lv e d  a new k in d  of s c h o o l  

w hich  i s  b a se d  f a i r l y  and s q u a r e ly  on t h i s  r e m a rk a b le  c a p a c i ty  

o f th e  c h i l d ^  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  to  a b s o rb  knowledge from h i s  e n v i r o n -

f * .  CS/VCOuvi'1~mafct.
m

a S p e c i a l  E n v iro n m e n t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  W h ic h ^ c o n ta in l  in  i t  w hat we 

# i s h  him t o  ab so rb  What th e  flp-nau I t a i -i ve Com m ittee  _of th e

B oard  o f  E d u c a t io n  n clFît» n»aaâag.

a l l s  a n , I n s t i r u e ' t i v e '

C o n se q u e n tly  h e r  t h e  a r t  o f  e d u c a t io n  W c S t s / ( l )  p r e p a r in g

y

M  +A"

-irishmen t"  J though  as we s h a i l

j 7) , ( 2 ) p l a c i n g  the  c h i l d  in  sc dynamic 
l l u o

r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t& ^s-^environm ent- ^ p i e h  i n v o lv e s  -  ( 3 ) g i v in g  him

Tl

freedom  " t o  l i v e  h i s  own l i f e  in  fe&h 

a d u l t  i n t e r f e r e p c j

f r e e  from

c£u©p^.-«g™io th e  l aws of h i s  own n a tu re "  .

TlY-rtu 3 a..ffiby snmn^hrnrn\  M.aa btwuuTIr^ggtiftweHiis

f-h-'i « fr»ftpri nm in  a p re p a re d  e n v iro n m e n t" .

T h is  p re p a re d -E n v iro n m e n t c o n ta in s  a  m u lt i t i ld e  o f O c cu p a tio n !?  

o r T ea ch in g  M a te r ia l s  w hose p r im a ry  aim  i s  to  a s s i s t  t h e  c h i l d ’ s

, p h y s i c a l ,  m e n ta l  and s p i r i t u a l  d e v e lo p m e n t► -a
fwrvMw^v --

■fwrvt.
Lt th e  same

trim? e n a b le #  t h e  c h i l d  s p o n ta n e o u s ly  to  l e a r n  " t h e  t h r e e  R* s ’■ _1 1 in iniirrTTnnii ^
and o th e r  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t s ,  -  i n  s h o r t  t o  a c q u i r e  t h a t  fo rm  of
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c u l t u r e  w h ich  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  th e  c i v i l i  t i o n  ( e a s t  o r w e s t )

t o  whicja he happens t o  b e lo n g .  From p o i n t  o f  v iew
-£j!/UO it

t h e n ,  one may say t h a t  -thiiu1" i s  a  method w h ich  com bines
v\

th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of c u l t u r e  w i t h  s p o n t a n e i t y .

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  c o n s t a n t l y  t o  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  M o n t e s s o r i ' s

m ethod o f  e d u c a t io n  i s  n o t / a  p r a c t i c e  b a s e d  on a  t h e o r y  a s  a

o f c h i l d r e n  a c t i n g  f r e e l y  w i th o u t  a d u l t  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  O bv io u s ly  

i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  in  a  b r i e f  o u t l i n e  to  do j u s t i c e  to  t h e  w o n d e r fu l

sy stem o f  h a rm o n io u s ly  i n t e r - r e l a t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  h a s  b e en

of i n f a n t i l e  g r o w t h . ( s e e  "The S e c r e t  of C h i ld h o o d " ,  Longmans.) 

We can  only to u c h  on some o f  t h e  more im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t s .

c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  c h i e f  d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  th e  c h i l d  and th e  a d u l t*
(t

j a w e A f e th a t  th e  ipBWHwr i s  in  a c o n s t a n t  s t a t e  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n

P e r io d s  in  D evelopm ent.

D uring  h i s  d ev e lo p m en t each  c h i l d  p a s s e s  th ro u g h  v a r i o u s  

s t a g e s ,  c a l l e d  S e n s i t i v e  P e r i o d s ,  in  each  o f  whi ch J3SE3B53®«* n i  

p o s s e s s e s  a s p e c i a l  b u t  t r a n s i e n t  s e n s i b i l i t y  t o  c e r t a i n  

4 9  a s p e c t s  of h i s  e n v iro n m e n t .  Each o f  t h e s e  S e n s i t i v e  P e r io d s

V

so much

tj©-
t h e o r y  b ased on a  p r a c t i c e . on the  ob s e r v a t  i  on

Osm Ax/jCO

d u r in g  th e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ^ a s  IT

495S9&S of h e r  u n c e a s in g  r e s e a r c h e s  i n t o  th e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  m y s t e r i e s

o r  * m etam orphosis*  w h e re a s  t h e  a d u l t  h a s  r e a c h e d  th e  norm of th e
*J> N

s p e c i e s .  From t h i s  d e r iv e d  o t h e r  p r i n c i p l e s ,  one of th e  most

A o r i g i n a l  o f  w h ich  i s  D o c t r in e  o f  S e n s i t i v e

may be  compared to  t h e  beams o f  a  s e a r c h l i g h t  coming from  w i t h i n
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and l i g h t i r g  up c e r t a i n f a c t s  in  the e n v iro n m e n t  to

t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  A S e n s i t i v e  P e r io d  i s  ak±  l i k e  a  

9̂ * tvwv / f i ame "w h ich  b u r n s  w i th o u t  consum ing" ; w h i le  i t  i s  i n  th e

a s c e n d a n t  i t  endows th e  c h i l d  "1 ^  r p a n i rrï ( V,,iv1' +~nOT,-i )

i n t e r e s t s  andyTpote h t i a l . i t i e s . Such f o r  exam ple i s  t h e  S e n s i t i v e

P e r io d  f o r  l a r g u a g e ,  w hich  e n a b l e s  a  c h i l d  to  a b s o rb  a  la n g u a g e  

from i t s  e n v iro n m e n t  in  a l l  i t s  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f gram m ar, sy n ta x  

and p r o n u n c i a t i o n  " s im p ly  by l i v i n g " .  Such a g a i n  i s  t h e  S e n s i t i v e  

P e r io d  f o r  o r d e r ,  (See " S e c r e t  of C h i ld h o o d ,  page  ) '• and t h e r e  

a r e  many o t h e r s .

I t  i s  our b u s i n e s s  a s  e d u c a to r s  t o  p l a c e  i n  th e  e n v iro n m e n t

d i d a c t i c  o c c u p a t io n s  w h ic h  c o r r e s p o n d  to  tjaa- S e n s i t i v e  P e r i o d s  
■v&s*Jy

t h r o u g h /u i e  c h i l d  io p a g n ir rg . 1 M*ni— 1 TrdTtrrmTr“~ S e n s i t i v e  P e r io d s
r* - — ‘ r  V

a r e  phenomena of m en ta l  d e v e lo p m e n t;  JSBkr-e-sr«h e n a b le s  tine c h i l d  ̂

¡.passaasg th ro u g h  i t  t o  a b so rb  p e r t a i n  e le m e n ts  from  h i s  
cJt Ifa yaswyJL aS-fajJt*

e n v iro n m e n t ,  and  i-iiiiiiawiwgpi«ai>(Biag^p w i t h  an  e a se  and perm anency 

w h ich  w i l l  n e v e r  o c cu r  a g a i n .  j~ 'w i th o u t  g o in g  i n t o  d e t a i l s  we may 

say in  g e n e r a l  of th e s e  Montes so r i  o c c u p a t io n s  t h a t  e a c h  i s  

d e s ig n e d  w i t h  th e  p u rp o se  of a s s i s t i n g  th e  c h i l d 1 s d ev e lo p m en t 

in  a p r e c i s e  and p a r t i c u l a r  way. -«iWaaiirfrt*«*** M W  Jt/ot only h i s  

m en ta l  dev e lo p m en t b u t  t h a t  o f h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a s  a  w holes f o r  

wi t h  Monte ss  or i  dW—m body and mind

a re  n e v e r  s e p a r a t e d ,  i n  th e o r y  o r  in  p r a c t i c e .

Eac]a of th e s e  o c c u p a t io n s  i n v o lv e s  t h e r e f o r e  a tw o fo ld
r cjt/sjk4nr*J2- *

a c t i v i t y ,  -  m a t e r i a l  and m e n ta l ,  JP1 y 11 11? uggl e

j ' l l  iii iii 1 lii I t  i s  a lw ay s  a q u e s t io n  of " l e a r n i n g  by d o in g " .

But i t  i s  n o t r_emph a t i c a l l y  n o t ^ a  q u e s t io n  of l e a r n i n g  by d o in g

N -



N-P-

W y iU ^  *b * -  IO H . Ŵ AU+J -  <tn***> \t^ - *
U W .  , M l » , •• H “ ®
r  ‘ -  6 -  ojL ^ Ss^ ^ < ^ '

j u s t  a n y th in g ,  anyhow, anywhere., » S in c e  e a c h  o c c u p a t io n  i s

d e s ig n e d  w i th  a  p r e c i s e  aim i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  th e  c h i l d  sh o u ld

be  i n i t i a t e d  i n t o  t h a t  gjaapawy m̂"̂ nipniniiiniaiMuiî j|iitTrnnjW*T,<', i n t o  th e  e x a c t

way i n  w h ich  th e  m a t e r i a l  i s  t o  be  u s e d .  T h is  i s  the  t e a c h e r ' s

jo b ,  and t h a t  i s  why Montes s o r i  d e s c r i b e s  h e r  a s  th e  "dynam ic

l in k "  betw een  th e  c h i l d  and t h e  p r e p a r e d  e n v iro n m e n t .  I n c i d e n t a l l y

Montes s o r i  BXKapxxihKxwxKdx&kst&EhKKXxiKxfxxHMKXjafxihx p r e f e r s  th e

word " D i r e c t r e s s "  t o  t h a t  o f  "T each e r"  b e c a u se  h e r  job  i s  n o t  so

much t o  t e a c h  d i r e c t l y  a s  t o  d i r e c t  a  m e n ta l  en e rg y ^ w h ich  a l r e a d y  ma,  5 u-t/k a  *w w \  /ItW " Kc— c ^ mJL-1 ko
e x i s t s . e n a b le 9 3j|r to  make p o r t  u n d e r  i t s

own s te a m . I The c h i l d ' s  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  m a t e r i a l  ( a f t e r  th e  
-----  h a v in g

t e a c h e r  h a s  gone aw ay /co m p le ted  h e r  t a s k  of i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  i t s  

u s e )  i s / a n  i n d i v i d u a l  t h in g s  J . t  i s  s e i f - a c t i v i t y , -  Map. S e l b s t  

T ä t i g k e i t  w h ich  F ro e b e l  was f o r e v e r  se e k in g  and y e t  n e v e r  s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  r e a l i s e d  th r o u g h  h i s  " g i f t s " .  L ik e  F r o e b e l ' s ,  t h e s e  

o c c u p a t io n s  co u ld  w e l l  be ^«idBBir'*gifts , f o r  they b r i n g / t h e  c h i l d  

n o t  only t h e  g i f t  o f know ledge , b u t  t h a t  m o tt  p r e c i o u s  of a l l  

g i f t s ,  s e l f - r e a l i s a t i o n ,  or what M o n te s s o r i  c a l l s

"v a l o r i s a t i o n 1 o f  p e r s b h a l i t y "  . 

t h a t  we f i n d  th e  s e c r e t  j j f  t h e  M o n te s s o r i  c h i l d ' s  i n t e n  se^/c on c en -  

t r a t i o n .  For e a c h / e s t a b l i s h e s  a  " p o i n t  of c o n ta c t "  be tw een  th e

I t  i s  i n  t h e s e  o c c u p a t io n s
~uv\su*X5&*

p r e p a r e d  en v iro n m en t and th e  s o y l  of th e  c h i l d .ana tn e  s o y i  oi tn eY)A.cvy\A^*cL > X u *X  ywtfv T h is  p o i n t  of
I  tJ>

c o n ta c t  s e t s  g o in g  a  p r e c i s e ^ a c t i v i t y  i m m a t e r i a l  w h ich  i s  accom­

p a n ie d  by a  c o r r e s p o n d in g ly  p r e c i s e  a c t i v i t y  of mind# aaa  l /h is  

a c t i v i t y  may, and o f t e n  d o e s ,  c o n t in u e  f o r  long  p e r i o d s
H •'

o f  t i m e j p  f a r  lo n g e r  th a n  th e  o r d in a r y  p e r i o d  of a  P r im ary  S choo l. 

I t  g o e s  o n | “ i n  f a c t  u n t i l  th e  " c y c le  o f  work" comes f u l l  c i r c l e
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and th e  c h i l d  s to p s  of h i s  own a c c o r d .  T h is  c o n c e n t r a t e d

rx jL

a c t i v i t y  w i t h  th e  m a t e r i a l ,  i n v o lv in g  "both th e  " C e n tre  and t h e  

p e r i p h e r y "  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  i s  th e  means by w h i c h ja t  

th e  same t im e . i he s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  m e n ta l  pow ers  and

b u i l d s  up a l i v i n g  sys tem  o f  kn o w led g e . il>£iffi:n-

>s of th e  mind or ¿33 unexpec

t e a  a c q u i s i u io r s  or s k ij ..l, sucn  a s  une fam ous " e x p l o s io n  i n t o  

w r i t i n g "  and " t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of r e a d in g "  w h ich  a s t o n i s h e d  th e  

w o r ld  in  M o n t e s s o r i ' s  f i r s t  s c h o o ls  in  Rome .

For th e  younger  c h i l d r e n ,  b e g in n in g  a t  t h e  age o f  t h e s e  

o c c u p a t io n s  have l a r g e l y  t o  do w i t h  t h e  r e f in e m e n t  o f the  ' senses^- 

hence  th e  name S e n s o r i a l  M a t e r i a l s .  From t h e s e  th e  c h i l d  p a s s e s  

on to  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n s  i n  which th e  s e n s o r i a l  e le m e n t  d im in i s h e s  

a s  th e  more i n t e l l e c t u a l  a s p e c t  i n c r e a s e u n t i l  f i n a l l y  th e  

Young E x p lo r e r  f i n d s  h im s e l f  t r a v e l l i n g  j o y f u l l y  a lo n g  ia*®

E ach  of t h e s e  p r e p a r e d  p a t h s  c o n s i s t s  of a s e r i e s  o f  c a r e f u l l y  

g ra d e d  o c c u p a t i  o n s^ p a ss in g  th r o u g h  w h ic h  t h e j C h i l d ,  by h i s  own 

s e l f - a c t i v i t y ,  or i n d i v i d u a l  w ork , p e r f e c t s  h im s e l f  as he p a w s

sdorn g iv e n  by M o n te s s o r i  t o  the  c h i l d  

i n  th e  p r e p a r e d  e n v iro n m e n t  mup h m is a p p re h e n s io n  p r e v a i l s .  /The
CtSi •TAW'tJ IWw*

c h i l d  i s  n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  do " a n y th in g  be l i k e s " .  True he  i s  
A

a llo w e d  to  choose  h i s  own o c c u p a t io n ;  b u t  he i s  only  p e r m i t t e d  

t o  choose  from  amongst t h o s e  m a t e r i a l s  of w h ic h  he a l r e a d y  knows 

^ a | l (  3 1fJjyJZ ■*-«'£***' W ?<t̂ > TV***'1 caX c? ociwM , FiU vu* 0

 ̂C ' “
i  " p r e p a r e d  p a t h s ^ w h i c h  l e a d  to  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  th e  t h r e e  R s 

and a l l  t h e  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  found  i n  th e  u s u a l  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m ^
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t h e  c o r r e c t  u s e .  S e c o n d ly ,  h a v in g  chosen  he i s  only  a l lo w e d

l t ^
to  w ork  w i th  m a t e r i a l ^  so lo n g  a s  he u s e s  t  ho nr in  tike c o r r e c t

Uxo _____________
way. T h i r d l y ,  the  freedom  g y

%  p e rm is s io n  t o  commit any a n t i - s o c i a l  acts*_ oy- in  any wqy mate«

«1 rTrimO f  n nni «angs t o  n t .h s r a - i t  i s  alway s / f r e e d o m  t o  do r i g h t .
The ^

/Mon t  e ss  o r  i  sy s te m , as SsrtSl a b o v e ,  i s  b a se d  on t h e  law s o f

d e v e lo p m e n t .  T hat i s  why M o n te s s o r i  a lw ays i n s i s t * * ® - t h a t

we sh o u ld  •eowaeeem^.y e n co u rag e  th e  c h i l d  to w a rd s  in d e p e n d e n c e .

In d e p e n d e n c e  & g r o w th  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  bound t o g e t h e r ,  a r e
„ • f a r
m  f a c t  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  same p r o c e s s ^  g r o w t h  c o n s i s t s

in  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of e v e r  new s t a g e s  of in d e p e n d e n c e . Such i s

th e  law  of l i f e .  The a c t  of b i r t h  i s  th e  f i r s t  g r e a t  s t e p

to w a rd s  in d ep en d en ce ,1 f o r  w i t h  i t  th e  c h i l d  t a k e s  ove r  from  i t s  
6  uvotv et£

Mother " t te  f u n c t i o n s  c* r e s p i r a t i o n ,  d i g e s t i o n ,  s e n s a t i o n  and

o t h e r s .  W eaning, l e a r n i n g  to  t a l k ,  t o  w alk  a r e  f u r t h e r  

s t e p s  to w a rd s  in d ep en d en ce^  f o r  in  e a c h  th e  c h i l d  t a k e s  over 

f u n c t i o n s  f o r  w h ic h  he had h i t h e r t o  b e en  dependen t on o t h e r s .

Hence M o n t e s s o r i ' s  fam ous s lo g a n  "Every u s e l e s s  a id  a r r e s t s  

d e v e lo p m e n t" .

The e f f e c t  o f th e  M o n te s s o r i  movement on modern e d u c a t io n

i s  beyond c a l c u l a t i o n .  I t s  i n f l u e n c e  e x te n d s  f a r  beyond  th e

l i m i t s  o f  th o s e  s c h o o ls  w h ich  c a l l  th e m s e lv e s  a f t e r  h e r  name.
i n f lu e n c e  o f

D r .  B a l l a r d ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  sa y s  somewhere t h a t  * È » /M o n te s so r i
wvftaet. ,1

r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  t h e  I n f a n t  S ch o o l i n  London a  dozen  y e a r s .

The I n d i v i d u a l  W ork  System  so p r e v a l e n t  in  P r im a ry  S c h o o ls  today  

i s ^ a d m i t t e d l y  a w y  l a r g e l y  th e  r e s u l t  of t h e  o f M o n te s s o r i1 s

prirfi-e-l p l e'D̂  w h i le  th e  D a l to n  System  owes much of i t s  v a lu e  to  t h e
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same so u rc e  (M iss P a r k h u r s t  was a  s tu d e n t  u n d e r  D r. M o n te s so r i■ /  j r

dfccl worked w i t h  h e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  in  A m e r ic a ) .  Many o th e r  

movements, su ch  f o r  i n s t a n c e  a s  t h a t  of t h e  C r e a t iv e  A c t i v i t y  

s c h o o ls  Tg-gy-fchg owe more t h a n  t h e y  r e a l i s e  t o  th e  l i b e r a t i n g  

i n f lu e n c e  of M o n t e s s o r i ' s  p r i n c i p l e s ,  though^gadSjf- of them  would 

do w e l l  to  s tudy  a g a in ^ a n d  more deeply^ h e r  i i a a r o f  l i b e r t y *  'Hr** 

whjgfr i s  a  human l i b e r t y  and n o t  j u s t  freedom  to  ru n  w i l d ,  w h ich , 

aw M o n te s so r i  s a y s ,  i s  t h e  form o f  l i b e r t y  we g iv e  t o m c a t s  and 

l iz a rd ¡ - /H *  Human l i b e r t y  and t r u e  c h o ic e  i s  b a s e d  on knowledge
vV<- Ir̂ tAJA î iT.

and n o t  on t h e  i n s t i n c t  o f  c u r io s i ty - * - , ,  D¥f t |  Uffrm in s jb o  sp ace  to  

d e v e lo p  Jtirtsu pa iw b  h e re »  Nor have we space  t o  show how th e  

M o n te s s o r i  sy s tem .w h ich  s t a r t e d  w i t h  i n f a n t s  o f  4-2 "to 6^has now
h> O t-U-K «. JtP „

« 0- d e v e l o p e d / t h a t  in  G re a t  B r i t a i n  t h e r e  a re  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i s e d
/s. -vvUaX-C

1 Montes so r i  S c h o o ls  f o r  c h i l d r e n  tip to  12 y e a r s  o f  agej>^ ■arfnS- i n  

some c o u n t r i e s ,  n o ta b ly  in  H o l la n d ,  up -fce U n i v e r s i t y  e n t r a n c e

s t a n d a r d .

What o f  th e  f u t u r e ?  I s  t h e  M o n te s s o r i  Method j u s t  a 

p a s s i n g  f a d ,  an e v a n e s c e n t  p h a se ?  Wo do nub th in k  ü W,  b i r t - a g r o e
w* ç.ij£Wv CMAyOW-iA. WT ¥

P r o f e s s o r  G odefroy  of th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Amsterdam 

nrViu n hr rrrntn "Those who a re  n o t  f a v o u r a b le  t o  th e  M o n te s s o r i

Method a sk  s c e p t i c a l l y  what w i l l  become o f  i t  a f t e r  a  number of 

y e a r s ,  m eaning to  imply t h a t  b e f o r e  lo n g  a new sys tem  w i l l  have 

t a k e n  i t s  p l a c e .  I t  i s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  to  e x p l a i n  t o  su c h  t h a t  

th e  M o n te s so r i  Method i s  founded  on g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

l i f e  p r o p e r  to  a l l  o rg a n is m s ,  and t h a t  i t  w i l l  l a s t  a s  lo n g  a s  

l i f e  i t s e l f  l a s t s .  I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  to  im ag ine  t h a t  such a 

p r i n c i p l e ,  h a v in g  once b e en  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  pedagogy c o u ld  e v e r

b e  abah 3-oned" . *
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