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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AS "THE MIRROR OP THE WORLD W

By the late Dr» Marla Montoasorl»

Edited and arranged by 1. Mortimer Standing, (1)

The following essay - if one may call it so - is tlio out-
come of a .series of conversatlons, spread out over sane ten
days, between Dr. Marla Montessori and the editor In August,
1950, two years before Dr. Montessori*s death. Though ho
took down full and careful notes of those conversations every
day as they proceeded, the editor does not vouch for the
verbal accuracy of every sentence; but the substance of tho
ideas put forward are truly Dr. Montessori*a own. In fact
on the face they bear the stomp of her original mind. In
some places the editor has not hesitated - where it helps to
bring out a point more clearly - to amplify it by his previous
knowledge of Montessori*s writings and lectures; hero and
there he has added a few comments of his own - in parenthesis.

The scono of those colloquies was a beautifully situated
guost house (Landhaus Bock) in the mountains near the village
of Iglla, above Innsbruck. These conversations began quite
unexpectedly In the following way. Tho editor - who was on
vacation - was at that time engaged In teaching at the
Gatehouse Montessori School in London. This school was then

housed in the only remaining cloister of the monastery
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(destroyed by Henry VIIL.) which was onee attached to the
ancient church of St* Bartholomew the Qreat. in Smithfiold,
London, E.C.I. This church and the adjkbent St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital (popularly known as 'Barts™) wore both founded by a
man called Rahero who had been formerly a jester at the court
of Henry 11. While on a pilgrimage to Rome in yypo—— ,
Rahore was taken seriously ill, and made a vow to St. Bartholomew
that 1f he recovered ho would found both a church and a
monastery with a hospital at Smlthfield* His health was
restored and he fulfilled his vow; and that i1s hew the church
of St, Bartholomew and the hospital of the same name came into
existence.

The editor happened to relate this story one morning on
the terrace at Landhaus Beck to Dr. Montesaorl when - rather
to his surprise - i1t seemed to set off a(»nothing like a mine
in the Dottoressa’s subconscious.

it is not only true (she remarked) that many hospitals
first came iInto existence in connection with the monasteries,
but 1t is equally true that in many other spheres also, the
Catholic Church anticipated, often by many centuries,
benoflclent activities which wore afterwards copies by those
outside 1It. What the Church did during the centuries out of
pure charity was often afterwards undertaken by the State as
a matter of policy. To take one example. From the very
beginning the Church was = as it is still = very solicitous

for the well-being of the poor; and now in this century we
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havo witnessed tho coming Into existence of the Welfare

r il v
State» Similar developments have taken plaee in many other
spheres - in the arts, in education, in architecture, even in
politics (it was Archbishop Stephen Langton * more than any
other - who was instrumental in bringing about the signing of
that great charter of political liberty - the Magna Carta.
Ed.)

In fact, we can truthfully say that the Catholic Church
is a society, brought into existence and guided by the Holy
Spirit, whieh has - right from tho beginning <« manifested
through i1ts individuals and institutions those factors which
aro necessary for tho establishment of the Kingdom of Hoaven
on Earth."

W e

On the following days Dr. Montessori carried these ideas
still further, developing them at Intervals in the manner
shown in the subsequent pages.

"Looked at from a purely objective point of view the
Catholic Church is the most interesting and wonderful
institution on the earth. Supposing an inhabitant from
another planet wero to ease to this, in order to make a study
of 1ts i1nhabitants, he would find one iInstitution - and mo
only« displaying in its origin, history, structure, activities,
aims, continuity and influence, a unique position = something
wholly different from anything else that exists on this

planet. He would see In fact a social organism, coming down

through tho centuries possessing in itself * as i1t wore 1in
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miniaturqg and from the beginning, everything that human
society needs for the establishment of a harmonious
civilization, in short hp Specehlo del Hondo w the mirror of
the world to ocme - of thA*TToll~i~humttnlty Is
striving conseiously or unconsciously to create.

Many reforms and ldeals which people are trying to bring
about to-day have already been In the possession of the Church
for nearly a thousand years. In fact the people iIn this
Natomic age”™ are still centuries behind the Church, and do not
begin to understand many things which she has known and
practisod all along.

*Do not misunderstand mei in speaking of tha Churoh in

this way 1 am not considering such matters as the Consubstan-

tiality of the Three Persons in the Holy Trinity, or the
Problems of Predestination and Grace, etc. - no, | am thinking
of the Churoh simply as a visible, historical, society
objectively considered; regarded as you might say, as a
*going coneornw amongst others - considered as something
viewed dispassionately and without prejudice by a complete
outsider - as from another world. For this reason - and
from this point of view - the Church is an institution which
would repay careful study from many different aspects. I
myself learned many things from it (from a psychological
point of view) that wore useful in building up the practice

of my method.
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To mo the Catholic Church Is tho greatest of all the
miracles that Our Lord worked on earth» Hone of the other
great religions has anything remotely corresponding to It»

It differs from the others beeause It is a living organism,
th® Jfaa™MxJplrlt, and 1t has brought into
existence new forms of civilisation. Compare it with
Buddhism for instance* It Is true that Buddhism has its own
philosophy, yet It has not radically changed and uplifted the
form of society around it. (It did not drain the swamps*
educate the people* free the slaves* and preach the essential
equality of all men before God* Kd*)

wThe Church possesses a *divlna saplonsa* * a divine
wisdom - because it was not only created by* but is contin-
ually guided and directed by the Holy Spirit* Her wisdom 1is
super-personal; and the Church carries out her divine
mission in spite of the imperfections - not to mention the
downright wickedness - of some of the Individuals in it*
Thus* this or that bishop* or priest - or even Pope for that
matter - may woefully neglect his duty; but nevertheless the
Church continues her mission on earth* Ofton the individuals*
who aro Carrying out this .divine plan, are unconscious of the

value of their own work*

’ &1lqua § S
It is Interesting to notieo that there exists a certain
parallel between tho coming of Our Lord and tho coming of the

Church - which i1s in sort a continuation of His Incarnation.
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Both events wore announced beforehand; and both were fore-
told as the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Angel Gabriel
announced to the Blessed Virgin that the Holy Spirit would
come upon her; and, similarly, Our Lord foretold to Sis
disciples the ccwning of the Holy Ghosts and it was with the
fulfillment of this propheoy - on the first Pentecost - that

the Catholic Church was born.
A Comparison with Protestantism

We can see a great difference, here, between the

Protestant and the Catholic points of view. In Protestantism

Catholicism it is tho living voice of tho Church, undor the
immediate guidance of tho Holy Spirit. In fact Our Lord
promised His followers that when tho Holy Spirit came, Ho would
teach them many things about His own doctrine which they wore
aa yet unable to understand. In foretelling tho day of
Pontocoat Our Lord told His disciples to wait for tho coming
of tho Holy Spirit - not for a book (which was only completed
»any years later)e It was not tho pages of a book that
fluttered down on their heads in that upper room but living
tongues of flame which tho Holy Ghost had enkindled in their
hearts. it la tho Holy Spirit therefore - working through
tho ages - which guides tho church as a living authority

enabling hor to speak with authority in every epoch as it comes.
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The, Qrganisation of tho Churoh.

One of the most remarkable features of the Catholle
Church is its organisation. Contrary to what Is generally
supposed, Christ, In conjunction with the Holy Spirit whom
He sent, was the greatest organiser tho world has ever known.
Many of tho problems which confronted the early church had to
do with questions of organisation. During the Middle Ages
the whole of Burope was = in a sense - a part of that
organisation; and the civilisation of the time, In so far as
it reflected the unity of that organisation, was a model one.
Even Kings and Emperors were subject to the rulings of the
Churoh. So remarkable is the organisation of the Church -
which has come down unbroken through the centuries - that
those outside i1t would be better advised * Instead of attack-
ing It - to study it dispassionately; and in doing so they

would glean many important hints.

How

Take for instance, the question of how the Church is
governed. If 1 were head of a state 1 would send seme of
my oounaellors to make a special study of the method by
whleh the Churoh is governed. In many countries to-day
there exists great confusion and political instability
because those who are elected to govern are not really
fitted for such a high and difficult task. They hove had

neither the trailing nor the kind of experience which would



. 8.

proparo thorn for donXing with the sort of probloms that they
haw® to cop©® with. la othor departments of public life
thoro is usually a long and special preparation: the lawyer,
the doctor, oven the ship-builder and carpenter have to go
through a long period of apprenticeship. But in this
"democratic ago” the choice of the governor is often made by
the ignorant masses, who are unaware of the qualities which
arc essential for a true loader. So it often happens that
this or that individual 1ia chosen on account of his political
views, or of sot»© past achievements which really have nothing
to do with the intricate business of guiding a state. It is
almost as i1f a group of porsons went out into the street and
said "be will take the third person we moot and make him our
Prime Minister or President.”

How 1f you turn your attention to the manner i1n which, 1in
the Catholic Church, it* governors are chosen for their high
and responsible offloes, you will see how groat is the
difference. You will see in fact that the method of the
Catholic Church is that of an enlightened democracy. You
will find that the person choaon to act as the supremo governor
has nearly always had a long and varied preparation. Lot us
consider some of the usual steps in this preparation.

1. One of the moat important qualities iIn a governor 1Is
that he should have an intimate knowledge of the people whan

ho iIs to govern. So wo start with the village euro - the
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assistant to the Pariah Priest. Bio work brings him into
diroot oontnot with the people as Individuals; and ho
booautos acquainted with their difficulties, tholr hopes and
fears * all tholr various needs.

2. IT the curate does well and conscientiously, and shows
promise, ho is promoted to the position of Rooter to a parish
of his own. He is thus brought into contact with a wider area,
and bears heavier responsibilities; and has to deal with a
great varloty of probloms which call for prompt decision.

3. Xf ho continues to show himself faithful and efficient,
he la again promoted - passing through various stagos - until
ho is made a bishop responsible for a whole dloooso.

4« XFf ho continues to acquit himself well and displays
even mere outstanding qualities, he may bo made an Archbishop
or oven raised to the rank of Cardinal.

5. A still higher offloo le open to him, by election by
the College of Cardinals who, with a sort of oduoatod democ-
racy, choose the now Pope. Xt 1Is an educated democracy
booauao the cardinals are not "lgnorant masses."” they them-
selves have boon through the previous stages described above:
they know tfee people, and are well acquainted with the
problems of governmentj and ehooao accordingly. But it 1is
in a genuine democracy booauao many of those Cardinals them-
solvos are originally from the masses. (At the time of

writing - 1958 - In the College of Cardinals In Romo one 1iIs
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the son of & form labourer, another the son of a stone-mason,
a third fren the family of a boatswain, and the fourth the
son of a docker, and of course, as everyone knows, our new

Holy Father comes from peasant stock* (Ed.)
The Individual Teach. ~=5s=sbs" s,,

You will only find true loyalty to those that rule, by
those that are ruled, when the latter S"eel that they, them-
selves count as individuals. And this is just what Catholics
all over the world feel about their sovereign ruler < the Fopo.
(There i1s no need to argue this point* anyone who has heard
an ltalian crowd shout out "E viva il Fapa,”™ or witnessed the
ardent devotion of the hundreds of thousands of pilgrims
that throng annually to St. Fetor*s, must realise how profound
is this sense of a sort of personal link between the Holy Fattier
and his children. The very teaching of the Church * that
every individual soul is of infinite value in the eyes of Cod-
helps to foster this awareness that the Covernment of the
Church exists for tho individual benefit of all its members.

Ed.)

The Communists have taken a leaf out of the book of tho
Cfanroh in this rospeet. It Is a definite principle In their
method of propaganda to make contact with "individual#*
through their "cells*' thus making their proselytes feel that

they count as Individuals. and net merely as one of a crowd.
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Xn this tray they are able to arouse in their followers a
genuine enthusiasm combined with an intense loyalty - almost

e«sparable to religious zeal.

“A Ministry of Information."

Most modern states of any size have created a Ministry
of Information so that they ean keep thamselvos informed of
the various social movements that are going on within and
without their boundaries. But long before the present age <
and for centuries < the Church has possessed the most perfeet
system of keeping in touch with what is happening in the world,
that has ever been derived. Hot of eom*so that the Church
keeps professional spies, as do many states) but her priests
all ever the world are so Intimately iIn touch with the people
in various countries that they cannot but bo aware of the
various movements that are going on. All this information Is
transmitted through various ehannols to the different
"Congregations®1l in Romo. Lot there bo a now heresy forming in
<mo country, or a persecution of religious In another, or new
mothods springing into use In medicine or psychology, or new
ways discovered of transmitting information by scientific
methods - or any of a hundred and one other new events earning
into oxIstoneo, somehow or other the Vatican gets to knew about
them as seen < and often sooner than the heads of any ether

state. (Mot only is this so, but, partly for the above



reason and partly as the result of Inspired wisdom, the
Popes - like Shakespeare«s "prophétie soul of the wide world
dreaming on things to come* * have as Newman points out -
often been so well able to read the signs of the times as to
foretell by half a century or more the shape of things to
some« Ed.)

Equal Justice for All.

Thirty years ago » when 1 was living In California - Mario
Cl} struck up an acquaintance with a student who was to all
intents and purposes an anarchist - in theory at any rate, if
not In practice. This man was always inveighing against the
injustices iIn society; how in the law eourts the rleh could
"get away with it* in a manner which was impossible for the
impecunious. X told him that in a properly organlaod society
everyone * the rleh equally with the poor — should be brought
before the same tribunal, and judged with equal impartiality»
"Yes, yes," replied our anarchist excitedly, "that is just what
X think, but that would only happen in Utoplaj '"Mot at all,”
X replied, 'such a society already exists, one in which every
one, from the king downwards, is obliged to go before the
same tribunal, and their offences judged with the same impartial
Ity." The anarchist opened his eyes wide with incredulity and
exclaimed, "Where la that society?” * Xt is the Catholic Chureh,
X answered. "Kings and Tanperors < even the Pope himself - all

have to come before the tribunal of the Confession, where their

sins are judged in the light of immutable moral laws. Xn the



Middle Ages i1t was net uncommon for the highest personages in

the land to do public penance for their sins* (Thus Edward

111 walked barefoot to Canterbury for causing the murder of

St. Thomas a Backet$ and th<rfinporor CTawrlema™nev after divest-
ing himself of his crown anE?ﬁyan robes /7 knelt in penance- * 3}

before Pope Gregory at Cfennosaa. Ed.)
Bight and Wrong ldeas of Justice.

The world outside the Christian tradition has its own idea
of justice, but it is a wary limited one. I once knew an old
Italian peasant who said to me: *1 have lived for seventy
years but in all that time 1 have never, thank God, had anything
to do with justice! * By this he meant to say that in all his
life he had never been brought into a court of law as a prisoner®
$his implies a very negative ldea of justice <« as if it only
concerned itself with evil deeds, and had no necessary
connection with the good, still less with genuine sanctity.

As a consequence of this point of view the attention of
the world (as far as jJustice is concerned) tends to be focussed
on crime and evil. The public are even invited to come and
see "how jJustice is carried out:" the papers arc full of

detailed and morbid accounts of all sorts of crime; press
photographers rush to the scene of a crime to obtain lurid

pictures of i1t and of these who took part in It. The cinemas,

too, are constantly portraying criminal actions < which, inoid*

ent&lly, i1s one of the causes for the increase In juvenile
delinquency*
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The Church, on the contrary, has a higher and more
complete idea of justicee Her tribunals study not only what
Is evil but also what Is good. The long sifting of evidence
which Is carried out during the process of canonization la a
concentration upon what is good.« upon the conspicuously
charitable actions - the heroic sanctity - of the Servant of
Sod whose ease Is being tried» In this way, and in the lives
of the saints, the Church focusses the minds of her children
on the good rather than the evil, thus tending to raise the
level of morality Instead of lowering It, as happens when so
such attention is given to crime.

There 1s also another point which s also worth mentioning
In this connection. Xn civil law the criminal remains a crimln-
al after his sentencet |In fact In ancient times he was
literally branded as one. Even now, a civil servant who is
punished by law for any serious offence loses both his position
and his pension; and there always tends to be a social
stlgua on anyone who has served a term In prison. How
different it Is in the Churchd It matters not how grave has
boon his offence, the criminal, once ho has passed through
the tribunal of penanee. Is re-instated to his former dignity
as a human being. Many indeed - like Mary Magdalene and
Augustine * attain to tho glory of sanctity and shine for
ever as fixed stars in the Ohurehfs calendare It is only
quite recently that the Chur®h*s point of view with regard to

criminals is being taken up by the State. We find now 1in
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oortain countries special remedial prisons In which the aim Is
to help the offender to regain his dignity and self-respect
and re-Instate hi® to his former position In society. Here
again we soo the State - after many centuries - beginning to
adopt the point of view which has boon part of the Church’s

teaching since long before the coming of "The Dark Ages.**

ghc Church as the Patron of the Arts, -

$hen x was giving a Montossorl Course in Kodalkan&l, in
India, amongst the students there was a Protoetont lady
missionary fro® Switzerland. She also attended a course |
gave in the teaching of Religion« In one of my conversations
with her sho spoke critically of what she described os the
unnecessary luxury which la found in many Catholic Churches, and
disparaged the spending ef money on beautiful vestments,
golden vossele, mosaic designs, paintings, statues, stained
glass windows, marble pillar«, and so on - money which in her
opinion could, and should have been given to the poor. In my
reply | said to her, "but all those things - this luxury as
you call it - 1S for the poor* "Supposing,”™ 1 continued,
"th"j?e was somewhero a great and beautiful palace, and
supposing there was to take place iIn it a splendid and elaborate
function, attended by a group of high personages marvellously

dressed - with beautiful music played by the best musicians -

how people would regard it as a favour to be allowed to attend,
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and would be willing to pay liberally for the privilege of

ao doing* Yet - and quit® apart from ita religious value-— -
this 1s exactly what happons in a great Catholic cathedralt
only with this difference, that the poor are just as welcome
as the rieh* In museums you may see wonderful paintings

and statues and jewels and vestments (many of them originally
tho property of the Church) and you may even have to pay to go
in* But such rare and beautiful things can be seen in the
groat Catholic Churches by the poor for nothing. I was
crossing Barcelona o6noc in a taxl”™and was having a chat with
the driver on route. Xt was at tho time of tho Civil War?
and my taxi driver complained that the Communists < by

closing all the ehurehos and prohibiting religious festivals -
had taken all the splendour and pageantry away from them:

Jf
there was nothing left for them now exoopt tho bull fights.«"

Tho Church and Medical

The Church too, helped in tho development of tho soioneos
- especially of medioine. Xt was only when the monks began to
maintain hospitals for tho sick - looking after them for long
periods at a stretch = that i1t was made easy to observe the
comparative effects of various methods of treatment in a
sclentlfie manner>

The Ministry of Agriculture.

Xn many modern states there is a ministry of agriculture

whose function it is to study and advise on ell subjects eon*

uocted with the land - tilling and drainage, rearing of stock,



sowing of crops, and so forth* Over a thousand years ago this
work was, to aUorgc extent, carried on by the monks who taught
the people how to do many of those things, and by the best

method * by example.
Education.

Nowadays In most civilised countries there is compulsory
education by the State; but It was not so until comparatively
recently. During the Middle Ages It was to the religious
houses that boys were sent to be educated. It was only after
the so-called ™reformation* and the dissolution of the
monastries, that most lay ﬁirﬂqls wero founded, jJust as it was
during the same period < and %J} the same reason < that the
Poor Daws came iInto existence, and Alms Bouses wero set up.
The Chureh even hod a form of adult education from the beginning
the acmon,

Religiouswrdeksqyln the Chygeh, —-——<= — _

One of the most characteristic and impressive features of
the Oatholio Chureh is to be feund In Her Religious Orders.

These are wonderful institutions, unique iIn theilr nature, origin

and function. Hew Religious Orders come into being when there
ch)
is a new "sensitive period” in society. They arise in response

to seme new need in the body politic: or = to speak biologically
the function creates the organism. The new need Is there
(function) and It calls into being the new organ (i.e. a new

religious order).
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Again and again, in history, now religious orders haw®
hurst forth with a sudden and tremendous impetus, astonishing
everyone with their vitality and growth; as, TFfor instance,

when the new mendicant orders = thejgr”~j~ans”™and the

Dominicans = spread with surprising swiftness over the whole of
— i * PI*

U agsateife

Europe, and even beyond.

Individual charity is an excellent thing and accomplishes
much; but when that charity e gathering together a host of
individuals who are fired by the same enthusiasm - becomes
organised and disciplined Into a religious order there seems
almost no limit to what it oan accomplish. In this rospeet
religious orders can be compared to the powerful new machines
now used in agriculture - tractors, combines, bulldozers and
the like. One man working by himself at ploughing or harvest-
ing ean do a certain amount Of good work; but i1t is almost as
nothing compared with what can be accomplished, In the same or
even less time, by on® of these machines, Sven so a religious
order 1is able to accomplish, far more than any single individual,
or a groat number of individuals all working singly as isolated
individuals.

But of course there is nothing mechanical about a religious
order, since it depends ultimately upon individual vocations
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit who has brought the order

into existence. Furthermore they do not wear out, like

machines; for many of them have been iIn existence for centuries;
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witness the Benedictine Order whleh was founded by St. Benedict
as long ago as the fourth eontury, and is still going as strongly

as ewer.
Wanted, a Hew Order? - a Montesaorl Order.

t hawe often considered the possibility and propriety of
forming a new religious order to carry on my work. But such
a task is not for me: nevertheless some day someone may arise
and found such an order. 1 am not thinking primarily of an
order that would haw© as i1ts aim just to teach my method of
edueation. 1 am obliged tc repeat, again and again, that I do
not think ray main work has been the founding of the "Montosaori
Method' (though of course, there is such a method). IT 1 hawe
done anything that will last it is priraarlly due tc the fact
that » under Providence » X have been the instrument through
whom certain higher possibilities in childhood have boon revealed
which were hitherto not generally known. And with this dlsoow»
ery there has oome a new conception of the immense potential
constructive powers fTor building up.a better elviliation that

S S

are latent in children = powers which hitherto have nov«*” been
fully implemented, not even by the Church. For t verily
believe that, without the support ('conecurse'™) of these newly
revealed (natural™) virtu#« iIn children, even religious
influences cannot have their fullest effect, according to the
well*knovn theological principle that Brace builds on Mature.

The aim of this new order would be, with and through the help
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of the Church, to make use of those newly-discovered construct-
ive powers In ~normalised children* (1) for the building up of
a stable, harmonious, and peaceful Christian civilisation, X
believe that all the great civilisations of the past, Including
our own, have been Incomplete and unstable because they have
been built only on *adult values** they have never taken into
account these Immense powers latent in that *other rble of
humanity* - the Child.

Uhe need for such an ordor Is urgent, X have taught and
given diplomas for forty years but yet nothing really great has
been accomplished - nothing, that iIs, corresponding to the
immense need, and the equally Immense possibilities for good

which are waiting to be made actual..






AFTER THIRTY YEARS.
A visit to Dr. Montessorl’s New School at Lapen IP

Thirty years ago there took place in Rome, one of the
most important events in the history of Education*

A young lady Doctor, (the first lady to take a medical degree
in Italy) jeopardised a brilliant medical career to carry out
an educational experiment with a number of poor children in
one of the worst slums in the Eternal City. This was Dr.
Maria Montessorl; and thus came iInto existence the first so-
called Montessori School - though at that time i1t was called
the Casa dei Bambini ™ _the Children’s Home.

Such wonderful things happened in that unlikely place,
such amazing revelations came forth from those slum children
of 4 to 6 years of age, that people began to come from all
parts of the world to see them ,-like pilgrims to a new Mecca.
All sorts of conditions of men and women, came, from the King
and Queen of Italy downwards. Ambassadors (including the
British,) Society people statesmen, University professors,
teachers of course, but also Doctors, Psychologists e and they
came from as far East and West, as Japan and America.

What was happening there? Whatever it was i1t was Pg\WsS,
and soon the Press of every ciyilised country took i1t up.

Me Clures Magazine in the Stafés ran Into a second edition on
the strength of 1t - an unheard of thing; i1n England the
"World* s Workl made a scoop — and before long the name Mont—

essori was known from pole to pole.



mat was all the fuss about? Why all this excitement over

some 40 children in a slum tenement?

~Because in that dreary and unpromising environment, like a
flower springing from a dung-hill, there had blossomed forth
a new revelation of the spirit of childhood, of i1ts possibil-
ities, capabilities, its power and beauty, Dr. Montessori had
discovered that the small child we usually see i1s not the 1
child; but a spoiled edition of him *spoiled by wrong treat-
ment by adults, parents and teachers. [1Kese children iIn the
San Lorenzo quarter of Rome had revealed new characteristics.
They showed that even children of four and six, love to work
as well as play “"or even better, that they have a passionate
love of order; that they acquire the elements of culture
(Reading and Writing etc.) spontaneously; and that they possess
an astonishing self-discipline.

We do not intend to re-write this story, which iIs a
generation old, for we have a new one. Since that time Dr.
Montessori Schools have sprung up all over the world, not only
for children in Europe and America, but also for woolly headed

the banks of the Congo, for yellow almond eyed
bambini by the Yangste; and brown ones by the Ganges. Even
amongst the Eskimos, the Montessori new system has found its
way, and In tropic islands iIn equatorial seas.

When these striking things happened, 30 years ago as
described above, Dr. Montessori, like Byron, woke up to find
herself famous. People came thronging from all over the world

asking her to teach them her secret *_ that secret which unlocks



the soul of the child.

In consequence, she was reluctantly obliged to give up
her more iImmediate contact with the children, to give courses
for teachers. During the past 25 years she has given 24
of these International Training Courses; and has trained some
3,000 teachers who have gone back to over 40 different countries.
Many of these Courses were given iIn London but others i1n Rome,
Berlin, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Busnos Ayres, Chicago, San
Francisco etc. But wherever she has gone she has taught the
same message iIn one form or another that we must liberate
the child from the oppression exercises over 1t” albeit -
unconsciously ~by adults, by parents, nurses, teachers etc.
This can only be done by establishing a new sort of relation-
ship between Child and Adult. We adults must stand back and
give the child room to grow. This does not mean we must abandon
the child, or leave 1t to its own resources. It means we must
ha-in the Child to help ltself. As iIn every other living being
so In the child growth comes about through certain power
placed there by Nature, powers which lead through self-activity
to growth - and development.

No one can grow for another; and we adults try to do too
much for the child, and In the wrong way. Every time we help
the child when that help is not necessary we not only do no
good to it, but we actually hinder development.

The child has immense powers of apprehending knowledge

spontaneously; and our best way to help him iIs to arrange his

environment that he can 'take"™ i1n knowledge by his own God
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given powers -, directly from #olaES -J?J hls own self-activity.

Our part as Educators is to stand by, and help the child
to become a self-directing, independent personality - one who
can act for i1tself, choose for itself, decide for itself, govern
itself, think for itself.

Such being Dr. Montessori’s aim, it IS not surprising that
her system has not found enthusiastic support in the totali-
tarian countries ~-where independence and thinking for oneself
are not encouraged, (to put it mildlyl)

So Dr. Montessori left Italy and settled in Barcelona
Spain, where she worked for several years, jfihen came the
Spanish Civil War, and the Revolution in Barcelona. It was
only through the help of the British aovemment that she was
enabled to get away, (at half an hour’s notice) on a British
battle ship. She then went to settle in Holland, where her
system has been much appreciated and has received much govern-
ment recognition. This was one might say, her second exile.

So now at 68 years of age, well past the age when most people
retire, she found herself with straitened means --iIn a strange
country. But she felt that her destiny was not yet accompl-
ished. She had more yet to give the world. So with the
Indomitable spirit of the true genius thj&Dy years after the
first school in Rome ~shafetarted a new school at laren ™ a
residential suburb of Amsterdam. ew school
at nearly 70. and in a foreign”ebgktry, and in a language si
did not know.” Such i1s the pofo™ of genius to rise above,

obstacles!-——



THE MQNTKSMOffl METHOD AND CATHOLICISM as”
HXI IT STARTED.

Half a century ago - on November the 10th# 1910, to be
exact - a small but impresslvo ceremony took piece In a house
in tho Corso Vittorio Bnnumuolo, Romo, Just at the corner of the
littlo piazza of Santo Marla Nuova. A room in this house had
boon converted into a private Chapel, and for somo time boforo this
Mass had been colobratod there daily. On this particular occas-
ion, after the Communion, four ladies knelt boforo tho Altar; and
whilst tho Priest help up the Blessed Sacrament, they solemnly

ropoatod all together tho following wordss-

"Beforo tho Majesty of Ood Z desire to consocroto
mysolf to the service of the Catholic Church,
offorlng myself as a holocaust to Jesus Christ
our Lord. I dosiro to follow tho path of His
Divino Will, embracing my sweet cross with the
intention so truly to live that, If it be His
will, the Church of Christ, 1in a reformed
humanity, may triumph amidst the splendours of

civilization."



The house i1n question was Dr* Maria Montossori’a own
dwelling, and the kneeling figures were the Pottorossa her-
self and the innermost trio of her devoted followers*

(Their nemos wore Signorin®© Fidoli, Ballerina, and Haoehoronl).

Such was the real beginning of the Montessori Movement,
though at the time very few persons were aware of it, nor for
that matter have been aware of i1t since* It presented indeed
much more the appearance of tho beginning of a now Religious
Order than tho start of a new educational method, - a point to
which wo shall return later on*

The fipador of this little group - Dr. Montessori - was
already before this a dedicated soul, dedicated to the propa-
gation of tho now and wonderful revolation which had been
vouchsafed to hor by "Tho New Children®* {0s thoy came to be
called). By that time she had already pledged herself to tho
task of placing before the eyes of the world those higher
qualities in childhood, which had unfolded themselves boforo hor
wondering eyes in that slum tenement-holding in the Via Oiusti,
Romo.

This 1s not tho plaoo to describe those happenings which,
even to-day roads more like a fairy tale than a sobor scientific
description* Our immediate aim iIs rather to note tho effect
those wondorful events had upon tho young Doctor and lecturer on
Anthropology at tho tJnivorslty of Romo. Oet us quote hor own

words, taken from tho Secret of Childhood, Chapter II.



After describing many of the amazing things that those child-
ren did, under the title What they showod Me. she goes oni*
"It took time for mo to convince myself that this was ndt"hn
illusion. After each now experience proving the truth 1 said
to myself, X won’t belolve it yet, X will believe it next time,*
So for a long time I remained incredulous, and at the same time
deeply stirred and fcrepident. How many times did I not reprove
the children’s teacher when she told mo what the children had
done of themselves. (The only thing that impresses mo X would
severely reply to hor Is tho truth,* and 1 remember the teacher
answered withoufvtaking offence, often moved to tears, 7’You aro
right. When 1 see such things X think It must bo tho holy
angola who aro inspiring those children.”

"One day, in groat emotion, 1 took my heart in my two hands,
as though to oneourago it to see tho height of faith, and 1
stood respectfully before tho children saying to myself Who
aro you thon?” Have | perhaps met with tho children who wore
hold in Christ ’a arms and to whom the TJlvino words wore spokont
I will follow you to enter with you into the Kingdom of Heaven,
And holding up tho torch of faith 1 wait on my way."

It was on this - or on some similar occasion - that one
of MontessorHs friends, Slgnorino Maccheroni, one of the
original throe, entering tho room unnoticed found Montossori
standing entranced before the children, watching them with a
sort of reverent awe and murmuring to herself. "lo mi vuotoil

lo ml vuotio,” (I dedicate myself).



It la Important and Interesting to notice that, even at
this stage, there Is no mention of the Montossorl Method» =20
seo that what really has Improesod Kontoasori iIs not a method
at all hut the revolatlon of unexpected acquired qualities iIn
childhood. Actually, at that time, tho Montossorl Method as wo
know It to-day did not really exist; for - as Montessorl never
ceased to say In later years - It was tho T>Iscovory which caused
tho Method, not tho Method that caused the Plscovory. This Is a
point which cannot ho over emphasised; for, as we soo In tho
above Incident, tho task to which Montossorl had dedicated her-
selt was not tho dlsemlnatlon of tho Montossorl Method of
education, or of any method, hut tho making known to tho world
those hlthorto unknown characteristics in children which, up to
that time, had (with one or two exceptions) been hidden under tho

mask of ‘“deviations.”
UNPEK THE SHADOW OF THE VATICAN.

It is Interesting to note In passing that the Priest, who
used to como to colohrato Mass at that time in Montossorl*s house,
lived In tho Vatloan City, whore he was one of the Secretaries
of Popo Pius X. Ke was active In holplng Plus X to start the
now Liturgical Movement. "Ho was, (Montossorl also told mo)
very Interested In my method, and entertained tho Ildea of start-
ing a now Religious Order to propogate i1t, an idea which was also

in my mind at that time. He was, (sbo added with a dash of
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mischief) rather Jealous of the Franciscana who wanted us all to
beccmo Franciscan Tortiarioat *
Another point, whloh is rather interesting to notice bocauso it
shows that at that date Montosaori was already iInterested 1n
things liturgical - i1s that when this Priest celebrated Mass Iin
hor house he did so according to a moro ancient ritual, with a
more antiquo stylo of vestments, with tho Missal placod on o
cushion. And during tho celebration ho faced tho congregation
from the other sido of tho Altar. In~*Ldontnlly ho wa™ a dolloato
man and so she sent a carriage for him ovory mornlrsg to tho
Vatican which was quite an oxponsi. It was this same Priest who
started a Society for boys who wore to act as servers at tho
Masses i1n the Catacombs. He was a Jesuit, and his nick name
toraquomadan but his real name was

Thus we oan soo that tho Montossori movement was founded by
a Catholic? and was born and credlod in a Catholic atmosphere,

almost wo might say undor the shadow of tho Vatican.

ITALY THE APPROPRLATE COUNTRY.,

It seems peculiarly appropriate that an i1dea of education so
linked up with a most spiritual view of the possibilities of
childhood should begin In a mannor desoribod above. And also It
seems suitable that of all the countries in Europe - the Montossori
Movement should hove begun i1n Italy? and this, not only bocauso
Homo is the centre of the Catholic Church, but also because of a

certain characteristic in tho ltalians themselves.
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For Iltaly is par excellence tho country of the Madonna,
and tho Bambino, and anyone who has livod thoro for any length
of timo knows that tho Italians as a people, iIn spito of many
short-comings largely duo to ignorance, show a special Affection
and reverence for small children.

Perhaps that 1 can best Illustrate what I mean by describ-
ing a short incident. I remember on one occasion being iIn a

crowded tram iIn Home. A poor woman sot next to mo holding a very

small baby in her arms; it could not havo boon more than six or
eight months. Tho little creature’s bright eyes wero attracted
by tho shining hilt of a young Italian Officer, who was standing
in tho crowded gangway along tho middle of tho bus. Tho baby
put out its tiny little fingers in an effort to touch this
attractive and shining object. At this tho mother, who (os 1
sold) was obviously poor and unoducatod, Tfooling ashamed, began
to draw tho littlo one away, lost its attentions should embarrass
tho Officor. This you gman however took in tho whole situation
at a glance. Ho smiled at the little one; and thon quietly
unclasped tho belt to which his sword was attached, and for the

rest of his quite considerable stay in the tram hold tho bright

hilt towards tho infant, so that it could not only see, but

could fool and handlo it. Tho whole incident happened quite

simply and natuipily, os if it wore quite a normal end natural
thing to doj and the rost of tho pooplo who wore travelling in

the tram seemod to regard it In the some light. X do not think
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thnt In roost other countrios It would happon so Mtuitlly»

without attracting any special attention.

THE MONTLSSOM MKTHOP CAN ONLY OBTAIN ITS

FULL FRUITION IN A CATHOLIC ATMOSPHERE.

Wo have noted, above, how tho Montessori method stortod

in a Catholic atmosphere and In a Catholic country. would

go ovon further and aay that tho Montosaori principles oan noT®W
attain their full .expansion, -come to their eomplefce fruifcto»*,
A

orfg oot~ In n Catholic Society#

This may striko some readers as very narrow and bigottod
Indeed as a statement which can oasily be refuted just by look-

ing at the history of tho Montessori Method during tho last fTifty

years. It will bo appropriate, then, at this Juncture, to pause

for a while i1p ordor to expound this seemingly prejudiced point

of viow sioro fully.
To begin with lot us note that it would be quite foolish

to dony that there aro hundreds of good Montossorl schools in

all parts of tho world i“ar”are not run by Catholics at all, but
carried on by pooplo of all sorts of other Christian denominations;

and run by atheists. Indeed from the vory beginning what was

most noticeable about this movemont was the universal appoal which

tho Montosaori method mado to persons of all nations, colours and

crooday”™ In fact we ourselves wroto In tho First edition of this
boodjeas follows; -
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“"No circumstance proclaims more loudly tho essential
soundness of the Montessorl”princlplos than this: That
thoy know no distinction of" r, race or clixnatOj,
fox»Et78irort*bhbea” happ ity © mon”™t--'th<»---"»e/
eg] liidJgsutaaUHweerw ™"

atedtt#rrsr.ooneourrtrtC8>

ei“l-ly-goed-rn bambini on tho
Vahn W the
"Inng"f yfwfrp*«**ninnlas on
th» iffer"*"~ri1ng the- paefc thirty years .. the,

Montessorl principles have boon applied by persons of all
religious beliefs and none and always with bonoflcial

results.n
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nevertheless wo still assert that tho Montessori method
can never reach its full attainment except in a Catholic
environment* Of course this is only another way of saying that
any human being cannot unfold his Tfullest possibilities without
tho assistance of tho Church* IT one reflects for a moment on
one of the most fundamental truths in Catholic teaching one sees
that it is quite natural for this to bo so. Or rather, it
would bo nearer to tho point if wo would say it was quite ”super-
natural” for this to be so ! For, more definitely and more
completely than any other Christian body, tho Catholic Church
teaches that wo live in a two-fold order; or shall we say that
wo carry on a two-fold life*

One 1s our existence in the natural order, which every man
enters at birth, simply by the virtue of being born into tho
human race as a child of Adam* The other kind of existence,
which it is possible for us to havo is our life In tho Super-
natural Order, into which we are ”born again” at Baptism. This
life in tho supernatural order is the life of Grace, it is in
fact a participation in the life of God (Of course in so far as
other Christian denominations toach and practice tho same
doctrine those remarks would apply to them also*

As human beings born into tho natural ordor wo possess
certain potentialities™ Wo may regard thesd as gems of develop-
ment which in duo course, os they unfold, build up and make use

of our various natural faculties* And this applies to every
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child in every Montessori school, or any othor kind of school.

But what 1is certain iIs that under the Montoasori system, those
natural faculties (in which reason and will are the highest)
attain best development. In this sense the Montoasori system
can bo said to bring out the fullest development in every country,
clime and race, as stated iIn tho quotation above.

But over and above tho Ilfo of tho natural faculties,
there is this higher supernatural life, the life of Grace. In
this second life our natural faculties are raised and strengthened
to operate in a manner higher than they could possibly do in
their purely natural conditions < bocause «, as | said before in
this added lifo wo share in tho very life of God Himsolf.

Wo are not concerned here to prove tho existence of tho
supernatural life which centres round, and is nourished by the
lifo of tho Church. We only wish to make clear that - howovor
well the child’s faculties may be developed through tho Montessori
system « its life is incomplete unless he is enabled to carry on,
at the same time, this 'second lifo" in tho supernatural order.
This is the sense in which wo moon that "only iIn a Catholic atmos-
phere can tho Montessori method come to its fullest fruition.”
This is true of course not only of tho Montessori method but of
any othor system of education practiced in Catholic schools all

over tho world.



>$r -

At tho same time however it cannot bo denied that, to a
certain extent, but there i1s a distinction hero. Tho difference
lies in the fact (stated above) that in the Montessort method wo
find a fuller development of the natural faculties than in other
methods. And this is a matter of vory groat importance, because
it is one of tho most fundamental principles af Catholic theology
that "Graco builds on nature.” Or as Pope Bonadict XV,, on tho
occasion of tho Proclamation of the heroic virtues of Bernadette
of Lourdes, said "God habitually prepares on the lower plain
of nature that order or disposition most appropriate for tho
superstructure of Grace."

(''Dio ha I obltudino di proparare nol piano inferiors
della nature la dlapozion® (l1’ordino) piu convonlente
alia supor - eonstruziono della grazia.')

Of course if one had to choose botweon a life in which
there was the fullest development of the natural faculties but
without Grace and a life where there was tho Grace of Faith but
with a very poor development of tho natural faculties, one would
unhesitatingly choose tho latter. Indeed St, Thomas Acquinas
says somewhere that"tho good of a single Grace is higher than the
natural good of the whole Universe." But strange as it may
sound 3ome Catholics seem to think that the fullest development
in the natural fTaculties is a matter of indifference. They
behave in such a way as to make one think that a study of the

child’s natural faculties iIn the mental sphere is a matter of



little or no importance. And you can find many Catholic
teachers < holy nuns Included! - who have quite wrong ideas
on the manner in which the child mind naturally works and
build up 1ts system of 1ideas. This is a serious matter for
St. Thomas says it is clearly a wrong opinion to say with
regard to the truths of faith, that it is a matter of indifference
what we think of creative things, provided one has tho right
opinion of about God; for an error about creatures reacts upon
our knowledge of God."
And children aro creatures, and further i1t is true that Montessori
has Illluminatod certain basic truths with regard to their mental,
social and spiritual development. It Is surely our duty as
Catholics to acquaint ourselves with all this, not only on the
ground mentioned in above quotation by St. Thomas but for tho
very practical reason that by doing so we can best help on their
education both in the natural and supernatural order.

It is still not uncommon to find Catholic Teachers who
run Catholic Schools, astonishingly indifferent with regard to
the study of method and child psychology, complacingly carrying
on from year to year ¢ /without a shadow of misgiving that they
might have something to learn in tho study of mothod.

I can vividly remember, to this day the shock that it gave
to me, shortly after I had become a Catholic, when 1 visited a
Religious Instruction class In a Convent School somewhere In the
West of Ireland. There sat a formidable looking nun with a

Catechism Book in ono hand and a cane In the other, surrounded by
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a circle of children who looked just about as mystified and
bewildered as a group of cattle at an auction. "Sean,"” said the
Teacher, "what is Grace?" Whereupon Sean began to chant in a
singsong voice what he had loarnod on another occasion. But in
repeating It ho made a mistake. This was surprisingas he had
certainly never understood what it was all about. Suddenly his
tentative offorts wore cut short ’with a bang” as the cane
descended on his outstretched handl
It would be hard to maintain that such a method, devoid of all
emotion except fear could lead to a living vital spontaneous

interest those truths the Catechism sets out to Teach.



«OKTKSSORI TIPD ThK PQrKS.

Vio have already indicated how the Montossori .“evomont

started as i1t wore "iIn tho shadow of the Vatican." Wo must
now indicate how, during her long life, Montossori kept in touch
with the Vatican and tho Hierarchy. Five Pontiffs rolgnod on
tho Papal throne during hor I1lfo:-

Pius IX 1846 - 1878

Loo X111 ... 1878 - 1903

St. Plus x ....1903 - 1914

Benedict XV....1914 - 1922

Pius XIl  _._._. 1922 ..
with all except %Qﬁ{first named j«ontossori was In some way
connected? and wo might almost include Pope John XX1V, because
Montossori was i1n personal touch with him when he was Patriarch
of Vonlco (Sec later). X

First of all Leo XIll, whether Montossori actually mot this

great and loarnod Pope wo do not know, but wo do know that when
this young lady made up hor mind to study medicine there was a
groat fuss and commotion both in tho University of Pora® and amongst
tho Blacks, or papal party In Romo, which hod tho majority sway
amongst the influential strata of Roman society, Finally the
matter was placod boforo tho Popo Loo XIIl who is reported to have
replied that ho"know of no authority which could forbid tho

mission of healing bo a woman.'



It was doubtless through the instrumentality ofMonsignor
Forbore, 3fefttionod above, who usod to any Mass In Montesaori’s
houso that she was onnblod to have a private interview with Pope
Benedict XV. Monsignor Forboro was, by the way, Popo Benedict’s
Confessor at that timo. "In that interview," sold the Dottorossa,
I began to speck to him of the idea I had 1In mind at that timo
(see bolow p. ) of founding a White Cross Wovomont for children
who wore war victims; but he brushed this asldo and said "Tell
mo about your Method,™ which I did; and wo talked together for
noorly two hours," Very shortly after this interview Dr.
Montessorl wont to Spainwhere one day she rocoivod a messenger
at her hotel from the Pope Benedict XV, of which the burden was
that she should return to Italy and found a new organisation.

The very noxt day came the news that Popo Benedict had fallen ill;
and at the same timo Montossorl herself fell ill. By the timo

she hod recovered His Holiness himself hod died and his Confessor
tucked away In some romoto plnco and forgotten. This Popo also
sent hor a signed photograph of himself with his apostolic blessing
on hor work for tho children. It ran -

"May tho Apostolic Benodiotion which wo oonfor upon our
beloved daughter Maria Montossori be a pledge of those graces
and heavenly favours which wo wish hor iIn order to ronder
fruitful of good tho method of scientific pedagogy applied

to Infant education In tho Case del Bambini.™

Benedict XV also hod Montossori®» book placed In tho Vatican

Library.
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TttuHTKSSUBI AND POPE JOHN XXIV.

nOur present Holy Fathor, when Ho was still Patriarche of
Vonieo, was pleased to colobrato Holy Mass for* the participants
of the 1Vth National Conference; and at the end of the ceremony
ho addressed a particularly cordial grooting to those attending,

In a brief discourse he stressed the value of Montossori
education, ~inspired os i1t la by respect and love for tho child;”
and ho spoke of the fundamental principles of the method. Ho
also recalled his mooting with Dr. Montossori when ho was
Apostolic Nuncio in Paris.

”It 1s possible (ho said) to see a clear analogy botwcon tho
mission of tho Shophord of the Church and that of the prudent and
generous educator In tho Montossori method. Tho Montossori
dlroctrosp who with tenderness, with love, and with a wise valoris-
ation of tho best gifts, knows how to discover and bring to light
tho most hidden virtues and capacities of tho child.”

(Extract from tho ltalian Montossori magazine -

LA VITA DELL” INFANZIA)



MONTESS OKI AND THE POPES (CONTINUED).

No doubt some future biographer of Dr. Montessori will deal
with this whole subject more fully* Meanwhile we append here a
report which appeared in a Montessori Journal, from which it will
bo seen some twonty years later Montessori was still in touch with
the Vatican authorities.

"There has been a course of study at Romo, held in the
Vatican City for teaching nuns, at which moro than 1300 took part,
under the august presidency of the Prefect of the Congregation of
Sominaries and Universities, Cardinal Plzzardo.

"During this Congress Signorlna Sorge held a conference on
the Montessori Method. After the conference Monsignor Ruffini,
Secretary of the Congregation spoke with profound appreciation of
the Montessori Method "because | have soon it iIn practice”™ His
Excellency, Cardinal Pizzardo, also spoke, and warmly invited all
the Sisters present to study the Method seriously, and put i1t into
practice. Even Father Mario Barboro who in the past had written
a severe criticism of the Method (soe p ) spoke iIn warm
favour of the method at the ond of ono of his lectures saying
"that the educational environment established by Marla Montessori,
as a help and defence for the development of the child, was per-
fect; and perfect too was the Preparation of the Teacher for the
application of her method. -

onenta ..ly P.Ddpxelanrtldia _ »afn wrong-

ful® assertions,”



At tho Inauguration of tho Course camo a telogrom from

Cardinal Mogolono In tho name of tho Pope, giving hia benediction,

with every good wish that tho generous and gonial plans should
realise themselves and bring forth fruits In tho light of

Christian thinking.

After this Benediction, and Interest shown byJPius X and

Benedict XV it Is certainly gratifying to receive similar proofs

of good will from a Pope still living and of such prestige and

individuality as Pope Pfiiuc XI1I.

from Vita doll * Infanzia.



fGIESR AD THE FOPES (o™ Supplied by Mr Ave Joostsn )

D Regardinfy St Ph» Xth  there 1» the blessing given to the  chlldrsn
ad Magolira in 1911. "Ai carl Barbini cell* tello Monteeserl  »asscttandd
an vara gretitudire | lore cerdUU  suigurt per U sente Pasé * ol
\eto e st ecnservino sargae buonl talia lor© dlletta Meestra (that wee
Mapadera ) oolli plu stncera cogratulaalae * ed alle Religiose franoescare
Mssionare dI Marla , aon pertiulare benevolesa *angple dellle divine 0*1*
inmart!aro dl ceere 17* Apostollea BenedUione - Del Vatica®© * la
Dorenica id Reatfia cell 1911 8 PP X

2) It seans St Plus X gave parsomal pervasion for the Course *Ich «stmouna
e at the Mother -House of the  Franciscan Mssllonariea of Mary (ia
Giustl) In 1910 to be held there In an autogrgph > This i1s reported By

Anter SShultx  «id quoted froo Muggianl-Grtfifinl - »@aa's> » Hedges «her

<th Btstehung und \erfereltiug der’'Csee cel Barbini - 1« Der Seamen *Eellp-

zig #/Berlin , JglolB H9 S Col-4m .

g3) PRgo* Pius X1l tent e parsoal blessing for her 80th birthday , Shkh
wes read aut st the ceremoy In Pdruglls fanielpal Pa*aee  on «ugust 31at 1990

byt the Ardbishop there. Then there is of course the private audience he

cae her In 2> then the use taken W 1o his gosrtmaTts In his privets

§ lift ad foud the roll-dair of Plus X wttlng for her et the lift -door

1 o take her to the Pope’s privsts library =

At that time also Cardlanl Piauardo lent her his ear during her stay In

Rore , lut later there was soma misunderstanding between him end this agars

| Cadiral - rto hes Prefect it the «ogregation of Studies . «sly See

alao ««1t 1ts codolsees st her death ad the Interouniature Secretary at-

taded a condolence matting in Leiden Holland *



r ® :;j * i | it# -
ad intervened to arrange for her burial at the Cat ol]|c eemetry at Noer*
Jvijk*

4Th At the XIth International fvontessori Congress »commemorating the 50th
bnniversary of the beginning of the Movement in 1957 »the Holy See was also

r presented bex and the Hon.Maria Badaloni who was the representative express*
te hope "that the Montessdr Method may be an ever more living »vitz;i and
valisd instrument for the formation of am man in the most complete seﬁse of the
word * that it Christians "

5)The Spanish Representative at the Xth International Montesso 1 Congress in
peris { * 53 )referred to tire message of St Hus X «hen saying "Nous sevens qua
eels slgnifi© ( this work ) comma le savait le Saint Pare Pie X quand 11 benit
I oevre montessorienne » enVappeIant "1 "oeuvre de la regeneration de 1 * en-

Ifant™*.

With regard to Mammollna*a relations wit h the Hierarchy! cannot say very
isiuh but they «wire many and close ~Cardinal Ferrari » t™e Archbishop of Madras
Joft"en came to see her «hen she «ns interned at Adyar duting the wear ( in
ﬂé apce>of a 100 Pillars Ed* } He established relations with the I-lloly
See at that time »which had made enquiries about her and from ,”hom she heard
at least once during the war -

I do not know the nan« of to priest who celebrated Mass in her house in
the early days «hen there was talk of an Order f but Father Tacchi Venturi
*e*» (""The Black Pop# 1 ') had a lot to do vdy the movement at the start

and remained afc a lift -long sympathiser -

I know about the great revival of Montessorl interest in the U*S.A but I do not

(0]



cm how X could 1.»« th. East Just no« ito establish thin« on e «*"

bart. h«. U th. tart of a UFf. - tIm. . Th. lucr_tly. aid. of It do«

not Interest me at all . Deu. provident . Th.y do «ant teach.» badly thou*

and off« fantastic «lari« . | had several l«tt»n from Slater Monica

(California ) askin, If « could send any «ache» from her .Mch 1. not at

all practical ....If you want any wws about <*ylon contact **jM*

( at St Euphraale®s Good Shepherd Convent , Clifton _Montenotte * Cork)



' Dr. Montessori snows, upon every*
page of her writing, an intuitive and
-an instinctive knowledge of the child
character which is based upon her
true genius for a sympathetic pene-
tration of its inner thoughts and feel-
ings. After long study and practice
she has come to the conclusion that
the only, real education is auto-edu-
catipn, Which is more simply styled
Self-Teaching. ; If the baby .child is
..only let. alene it will begin learning
from the first, moment of opening Its'
e-yes upon this strange,; new world1
of life and motion,- and,, Unless rei:
strained or epuf off, it will-go on:
doing so. This is all quite sponta-
neous-.and from Within, and through’
the child's own growing power, it
is always groping for the -light.
* * *

This gifted lady sees the great
problem of education as- a whole.
She. knows, tirat the only sound way
is to begin-with the child, as St. -Paul
did," and not With the: teacher,;,as we
are doing to-day. The [sole secret of
her method is:torlet* the child teach
itself as it is .always so eagerly long-
ing 'to do.- If that- idea were" acted
upon-through boyhood-and girlhood,
we -should -witness' thér growth Of
brain power,and of character as the;
.natural -and -inevitable.;consequences.
There are .some few teachers of
strong wills and. stout hearts who be-
lieve in this deep and vital truth of
1self-teaching as the only live and,
true way.Tand whose- method. is to
guide their pupils into full freedom
of natural development.: 1

:But these' are indeed few and far
between.* Too' many-'Oflolr teachers
have to abandon all the zealous
plans with Which they began" in
thought, and fall-,in with'the rigid
rules-of some: code or curriculum'of
teaching -which is wholly invented,
and. artificial. and has no relation
whatever to thé wishes (pr thé heeds,
tendencies .or abilities of those who'
are to bertaught.* It is in this Way
that eager,--craving -and -ambitious
boys-and girls are turned out of.their
true'course arid switched off the line
they wOuld love -fo follow. * Is it any
wonder ..that our.schools are so fer-,
tile in producing failures?

’

>

¥

*

| The child always wants to. live
and to learn. l,et it do so in the fullest

freedom', -and it will work,its own

way upward to its own desired end.
Parents'and teachers can really do
little more than help the child, the
boy or the girl, to carry out their own
deeply . desired ,and nature-inspired
intentions., But they can, of course,
easily do much to hinder, and so
hamper .their development and, add;
to the growing tale of failure. It is
a sad and- sorrowful story that is
made by the record of our efforts at
education. It is .often the ancient
conflict- between, the old* and .the

young. It is frequently brought
about by the claims of parental Ex-
perience to' over-ride .the lintuitions

.and energies of growing youth. But
this much-vaunted experiencemay
he. and often is, merely the-doing a
thing in the wrong way for a long

j time, which is no'proof of any gtnius
or wisdom in the doer.

* * *

It is mainly to save time and trou-
ble, arid for social reasons,;that par-;
enrs" to-day are jlanding- over their
| children to the schools at a great and
growing expense. The-profession of
leaching flourishes-exceedingly.* The-

iidea of youth learning anything for
itself , (including games) is out of

fashion in this generation, although
it was very much alive in the Vic-
torian Era., But though learners

.have, lost.the -day, and teaching is
FUiumphant, it is still possible to sug-
gest that our teaching should be less’
lartificial and arbitrary than it,is:
becoming. Nature is still tha great
[example to follow in all things, and
Nature's "way ' of' teaching is to-be-
[seen in- the eagerness of little;
|children to - ieam * by imitation.
We have in.fact imposed a method of;
i education upon the -children front;
i above which is and must be quite
[artificial, and mechanical, -Madame
" iviontessori’s method, seeks to returti
@ - Nature—not..-to - Nature -un-
aided or self-sufficient, hut to Nature
fortified by Grace; y [



MARIA MONTESSORI—AN APPRECIATION

e century in which we
times been called
Child’; and certain

live has some-
‘The Century of the
it is there has never
been another epoch in which there have arisen
so many movements centred in the child and
its welfare. No one has better represented this
movement than the great Italian educationalist
— Dr Maria Montessori— whose death was an-
nounced last month.

Many others have
for them,

loved children, worked
and with them; but no one— since
Our Lord spoke those startling words of appre-
ciation of children to His generation— no one
has so completely understood the soul of the
child in its depth and greatness, in its im-
mense potentialities, and in the
laws of its development.

W hat Wordsworth said of the child— Oh
thou whose exterior semblance does belie thy
soul’'s immensity’— was the foundation of her
work. It was the child himself, his soul, his
person, which she cared about, not just Edu-
cation’ in the narrow sense of the word. Be-
cause children are living,

mysterious

immortal souls they
are entitled to as much reverence and respect
— as persons— as adults; even more since they
are nearer to the streaming waters of Bap-
tism. In fact, Montessori's whole life's work
might be summed up as a defence of him
whom she used to call Il cittadino dimenticato
(‘The Forgotten Citizen’) and for the establish-
ment of his rights.

Alone amongst the long line of great Euro-
pean educators— Bousseau,
bel, Herbart,

Pestalozzi, Froe-
etc— she maintained that the
one really essential preparation for a would-be
teacher is a moral and spiritual one. No one,
she said, is fit to direct the child s development
who has not striven to purge herself of those
two sins, to which teachers are most prone,
Pride and Anger.

Most people think of Dr Montessori as the

Reprinted from the Westminster

Cathedral Chronicle,

founder of the educational method which bears
bears her name, but her real significance lies

deeper. She will go down in history as one
who discovered and revealed to the world
qualities in childhood different from and

higher than those usually attributed to child-
ren. By giving freedom (in a biological sense)
to children in a specially prepared environ-
ment, rich in motives of activities, she was
able to show to an astonished world children
of 4|-5| years who learned to read and write
spontaneously; who chose to work rather than
play or eat sweets; who loved order and
silence; who displayed long-sustained and quite
spontaneous intellectual concentration, who
developed a real social life in which mutual
helpfulness took the place of competition; who,
though able to carry on their life with aston-
ishing independence of adult help, were never-
theless extraordinarily docile and obedient,
and finally children in whom liberty, far from
producing chaos, resulted
known collective discipline.

Only amongst Christians can Dr Montes-
sori's system be appreciated to the full, and
only amongst Catholics to the fullest, and
this— not only because she herself was a
Catholic and wrote books on the teaching of
the Catholic Faith— but because there exists
a striking natural affinity between the psy-
chology underlying her method and what one
might call the psychological method of the
Catholic Church.

Dr Montessori was par excellence the great
interpreter of the child: and though she her-
self has passed on from the scene of her
labours her work will still go on. Indeed, it
will long as children are born into
this world to grow up in it with loving hearts,
eager searching minds, and eyes wide open
with wonder.

in a hitherto un-

last as

E. Mortimer Standing

June, 1952



THE MONTESSORI METHOD

BY A NUN OF THE ASSUMPTION CONVENT

KENSINGTON SQUARE, LONDON, W. 8.

The Montessori Method must be studied from many angles in
)rder to be understood. It can be compared to a delicate piece
Y machinery, every part of which is indispensable to the good
rorking of every other part, each being necessary, no one being
sufficient. A survey of the apparatus, a few visits to a class; a
lurried reading of some of the basic ideas, can hardly fail to leave
impressions not only incomplete, but false.

The centre of a circle can be reached by an infinite number of
straight lines from the circumference. So the centre of this
Method can be approached from many angles. The explorer will
lo well to cultivate a humble spirit, remembering that a little
:hild was given to us all as a model by the Teacher of Teachers,
Jur Lord Jesus thrust.

One’'approach is to consider the statement that in a Montessori
slass children are given liberty in a prepared environment. W hat
smeant here by'liberty? We say that animals have free move-
sent, that a dog is at liberty to run where he will, to pursue friend
Jenemy or the scent of a distant rabbit. Is he free? He is free
io follow his instincts, he is not free to choose between them,
rat is necessarily drawn by the strongest at the moment. A little
:hild at school has reached the age of free movement; and a
leculiarity of this method is that he is not kept still, in a fixed
)lace bn bench or at desk. He may move about the room, choose
he place for his chair and tables, spread his mat where he likes.
Hus ‘liberty of movement combined with other features such as
‘he small size of the furniture has been a jbeneficent reaction
igainst the unnatural immobility of school children to which
nany miseries such as ill health and bad sight were attributable.:
jtchild needs to move freely if he is to acquire grace and control
¥movement, and the development of the brain depends in part
in the facility to change his position and use his muscles and
satisfy his need of exercise when it is felt.

Our children have more than freedom of movement. The
raman faculty of free choice is provided for in an admirable way.
Theright use of free-will, that is, of the power of choosing between
several concrete good things, is probably recognised by everyone
isthe highest aim in education. It follows that we should provide
ilentiful opportunities for the exercise of this faculty so that.the
shildmay grow up with the habit of choosing aright. There is no
[uestion of “liberty to do wrong” which is not the use of freedom
but the abuse. Emphatically the children are not “allowed to do

'

1



as they like” if this meansto shout or push, to throw the appara
tus about or stand on the table. This is hot liberty butTicenci
which must never enter the class. The prepared environmen
eliminates dangers, obstacles to development, even harmles!
superfluities. And the most necessary part of the environment ii
the Directress-who must also be specially prepared.

Punch once depicted a harassed mother busy with her corres
pondence, sending a messenger into the next room with the in
junction, “See what the children are doing and tell them not to.
The use of frequent “don’t” is discouraged, but experience sooi
proves what Aristotle says of good government, that it is chief!]
a matter of persuasion. And the Directress learns that even
minimum of persuasive eloquence is hardly ever needed to keej
children out of mischief if their environment is right. Providi
them with what they need for the right exercise of their growing
faculties and you will have little trouble and much joy in thi
response

This leads us to the question of the apparatus, one of the mos
brilliantly successful of Dr. Montessori’'s achievements. A beauti-
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ful metaphor of hers will help to understand it. A field sown wittBmplar

the best wheat will produce a rich crop. If the seed be poor ax
scanty weeds will appear and may even choke the good seed
But pulling up the weeds will not enrich the crop. See, rather
that the seed sown is of the best, and plentiful, and the weeds
will be ousted by the rich corn. So our children are provided witt
apparatus suited to their needs, to the successive sensitive periods
to the faculty for and need of work, to their amazing resources
of self-development and of joy in working. Observe the childrei
using the apparatus, reacting to it, feeding on it as it were, anc
growing interiorly, From the first buttoning frames, up througl
the primary sensorial apparatus, to the grammar and mathemati-
cal exercises, one is reminded continually of the dictum of thi
Scholastics: “Nihil in intellectu quod non prius in sensu.” Sight
hearing, touch and the rest are the avenue to the spirit and then
is no other, so that the training of the senses serves the spirit
opens the mind, gives it light to see by, food for thought anc
growth. At the right age, at the psychological moment, the chile
finds to his hand all that is needed by his opening faculties. Hii
desire to handle, to look and look at leisure, are natural innei
urges, God-given, which must be respected and provided for
Otherwise he will for ever lack a fineness and exactness of percep-
tion, or will be condemned to acquiring painfully later on, when
the sensitive period is past, the familiarity with such things a
mathematical or grammatical abstractions, which might have
come to him with the pleasure of a game. No one can watch oui
children for long without meeting instances of the victory o
intellectual pleasure in work that feeds the inner faculties,; ovei
restlessness, love of change, of play, of sweets, generally supposed
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ocome first on the list of a child’s tastes. The love of sugar is
lature’s provision for the need a growing child has for sugar.
Restlessness helps to secure muscular development. Dr. Mon-
tessori can teach those who are willing to listen that nature has
irovided too for the needs of the child’s intellectual growth. Cer-
tain problems of mathematics are well known as bug-bears to
Undents of secondary school age. Give these same problems in
suitable form to children of seven or eight* the child will respond
with joy. How is this? And why has the secret only been revealed
tothis generation? It has apparently required a genius with the
ncomparable preparation of Dr, Montessori to teach us that
with, the use of reason the child acquires a taste and facility for
mathematics. But they must be presented in a form suited to his
ige, that is, not in words, long strings of strange words, un-
familiar, unconnected with his experience. Give him material to
took at, to handle. Learn from one who knows how to help the
opening mind through the senses, how to avoid hindering by well-
meant but untimely help, Study the doctrine of the sensitive
periods, have faith in the child. Appreciate the fact that God has
implanted in child-nature directives that we must study and
respect, to provide for them, to give them liberty. This is
obedience to the law, and its reward will be the amazing dis-
cipline and docility of the children. A visitor to an infant class
ina London elementary school struck by this happy docility
asked the teacher how she obtained it, “By never imposing my
om will” was the simple answer, revealing unawares her self-
abnegation, her loving respect of the.child, her obedience to the
will of Him Who created and loves the child, and Who teaches
thelowly of heart to see Him everywhere.

A teacher of the old school was once watching an adored nephew
o three and a half struggling with a jig-saw puzzle. The last
piece was hard to find, and almost out of reach, and she could
tot resist “helping” by putting it in its hole. A cry of distress,
Naughty Aunty, you've spoilt it” was all the thanks she got.
And this remained a puzzle to her for years till she learnt, as Dr.
Montessori teaches, that the baby was. right. She had spoilt his
real work, his inner development by effort. The great hard work
of the child is in the laboratory of his inner self. Unlike the adult
who strives to complete an outward work, the child is all intent
unconsciously on a labour that no one else can do for him, on
building that inner structure, invisible, spiritual, delicate, his
mental life. And to protect and foster this is the part ofthe Direct*
ress. Hers is no easy task. She must prepare the environment,
understanding each element and its correspondence with the
child's needs. Even the magical apparatus must be presented by
her in the right way with a knowledge of the sensitive periods
which it is designed for, else its effect will be at best but slight.
The liberty, too, needs wise and careful preparation. She must



respect his freedom to choose his work, but she must not allow
idleness. Therefore she has to distinguish between real, harmful
idleness,'and the time, often very long, that a child spends in ac-
climatising himself to a new situation, or in repeating work that
he can do perfectly but from which he has not yet drawn all the
benefit possible. Above all, the teacher must keep self in the back-
ground and love the child.

When long, deep'and patient study has been given to these
and many other points of the Montessori Method, we find that
the centre of all is the child. All that is done and provided is
for him; and from a loving study of him, his needs, his nature,
comes the light that teaches all the rest. Long ago, in order to
teach it was considered enough to know one’s subject. Then it
was discovered that it was even more necessary to know the
child. But Dr. Montessori is the long waited-for leader in this
science. And the child she reveals is no mere imaginary ideal,
but a real, live descendant of Adam and Eve, whose deviations
must be recognised and provided for. The mother and the direct-
ress must never be surprised by them, but must see in them a
motive for helping and protecting the child, reacting against these
disadvantages of his by a more plentiful output of wisdom, ab-
negation and love, supplying all that may develop the good, and
when correction is the wisest remedy," using it. This most difficult
instrument to handle in education more easily results in harm
than in good. So here too Dr. Montessori offers wise counsel as
to the faults to be reproved on the spot, those that will be better
corrected at another moment, and those apparent faults that can
safely be left to cure themselves. What wisdom and abnegation
this supposes; but above all, what lovef

In this hurried survey we have seen something of the incom-
parable provision made for the right development of the child’s
sensitive’ spiritual and moral nature. The God of Grace is the
God of Nature too, and though no method of education however
perfect can raise man to the supernatural, yet.the best natural
preparation is only fitting for those whose heritage is the King-
dom of Heaven. The supernatural life of grace cannot be reached
by the natural forces of man, by flesh and blood, by intellect
and will. But as the natural virtues are a pedestal for the super-
natural, so we must never rest until we have done the very best
for the little ones who are called to be sharers of the Divine
Nature. God has entrusted them to our love, not to mere instinct,
and in answer to this trust we should strive to do for them the
best that can be done. And one of the best benefits we could
bestow upon them would be to show in its true light the wonder-
ful work of Doctor Montessori, and to persuade parents and their
helpers, whether in school or home, to give time and study to
what will probably be recognised by future generations as the
greatest discovery of our day.
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A Glimpse it
iInto a Montessori School

(INFANT DEPARTMENT)

BY
E. MORTIMER STANDING, B.Sc.

AVE you ever visited a well-run Montessori School? If
H not, come with me, and you will certainly find it an
amazing experience.

We find ourselves in a new and different world, a world in
miniature. It is a place where adult dimensions have been left
behind and everything is cut to the pattern of a little child. The
gaily-coloured room is dotted all over with.tables like a restaurant,
but they are so small that they only reach up to your knees, and there
are tiny chairs to match. In the cloak-room we see wash-basins
so low that a fair-sized dog could drink out of them without Standing
on his hind legs, and mirrors So low that we cannot see our faces
in them without bending double. Similarly the pictures and other
objects which adorn the walls are about a yard from the floor. Even
the black boards are ,arranged for the children to write,on them,
not the teachers. | have even been to Montessori Schools whele
Jt was necessary for the adult to stoop to enter through a door
scarcely five feet high. 1In fact in some countries— notably Italy and
Holland— a new kind of architecture is coming into existence in
connection with these Case dei Bambini (Children’s Homes) as they
are called. A charming feature of some of these, in country dis-
tricts, is a Campanile (belfry) whence a musical voice, sounding
across the fields, summons the little ones to come and spend the
day in their own little world.

Not only is everything in this world cut to suit thetchild’s
proportions physically but what is even more important to corre-
spond also to its mental stature. All round the room we see,long
low cupboards, gaily painted, which are stocked with an immense
variety of interesting and fascinating occupations, each.of) which
extends an invitation, toethe child, saying as.it were, “ Gome, and
use. me.” . Colour is, .one, of the, most,.striking jfeatures bf this



specially prepared environment for the children ; the furniture, the
cupboards, the walls, the pictures, the little'dusters that hang in a
row, the materials with which the children are occupied, the
children’s frocks— all these together combine to form a cheerful
and attractive harmony in colour. In fact some of the occupations
presented to the children {s.g., the Colour Tablets) are specially
designed to develop the child’s colour sense. And as if all this were
not enough, on the window-sills are flower pots, and on each little
table, a vase of flowers.

Most intriguing of all, however, to the visitor to Lilliput are
the miniature inhabitants themselves. They look so quaint and
charming* so busy and self-contained,’and yet so small; so serious
and yet at the same time so serene and happy— so natural. The
whole room is filled with a quiet hum of orderly activity. Most
of the little ones are sitting at the small tables alone or in groups
of twos and threes. Some, however, are working on rugs spread
Out here'and there where there is a space on the floor. (Why not?
Does the.brain work only in a sitting position ?) The most
astonishing thing about it all is that each of these tiny children is
quite free to move about on his own affairs, to consult this tiny
colleague or that, to gp hither or thither, to replace the material
with which he has been working in one of the cupboards, choose
another, and return with it to its place— even to choose another
place* too, if he so wishes. For all the world one is’reminded— by
all this bustling activity, this coming and going— of the atmosphere
in "some large city bank or a great emporium.

Yet business is not the object of all this activity, nor yet
pleasure, if by pleasure you mean make-believe or play. No, it is
work which is going on here, real concentrated intellectual work!
Strange though it may seem, at a dozen little tables (not forgetting
the. floor also) in a dozen different ways, these serene and joyful
scholars— ages 3 to 7 years— are busily and spontaneously laying
thé foundations of real culture. They are learning to read,; to
write, to reckon, to write compositions— even to do geometry and
grammar.

Yet the scene presents hardly any resemblance to a schoolroom
in the ordinary sense of the word. Gone are the heavy desks, gone
are the rows of benches, gone, too, is the teacher's desk and high
stool.: -Almost it would seem as.if the teacher, too, had gone ; for
you may quite possibly be in the room some minutes without being
aware of her presence, As likely as-not she may be down on her
knees in a 'tasr.es of the room showing a child who is working on
a tug how. to compose .words with the moveable script alphabet;



@®r perhaps explaining to an eager,little group how to divide, 3,486
by 3 with the wonderful arithmetical material which Dr. Montessoti
has invented to show the structure of the Decimal System. b

j W e can, in fact, quite truthfully say that the old type’ of school-
mistress has vanished along with the old type of schoolroom in.which
she; reigned with such absolute-sovereignty. She has been metamor-
phosed- from a domineering “ school-ma’am ” into something re-
sembling a cross between an information bureau and a guardian
angel. She directs now more than she teaches— directs the
exuberant and inexhaustible energies of childhood into creative
channels, like an experienced guide she points out the way the
children must go ; but they must walk on their own feet, and much
prefer it. She is always at hand ready to come to their assistance the
moment they need it, but she does not overwhelm them with the
superior- strength of her adult personality. Rather she is like
the sun— the great encourager— in whose genial and stimulating
presence the tender and delicate buds of the children’s opening
intellects expand and grow by the exercise of their own mysterious
and God-given powers.

Points About Montessori.

1. It is based on years of patient observation of child nature
by jhe greatest educational genius since Froebel.

2. It has proved itself of universal application. Within a
single generation it has been tried with complete success with
children of every civilised nation under the sun. Race, colour,
climate, nationality, social rank, type of civilisation— all these make
no difference to its successful application.

3. It has revealed the small child as a lover of work,
intellectual work, spontaneously chosen and carried out with pro-
found joy.

4. It is based on the child’'s imperious need to “ learn by
doing.” At each stage in the child’s mental growth corresponding
occupations are given by means of which it develops its opening
faculties.

5, While it offers the child a maximum of.spontaneity .jit
nevertheless enables it to reach the same or even a higher level-of
scholastic attainment than under, the old systems.



~N-> 6. Though it does away with the necessity of coercion, by
means of rewards and punishments, it achieves a higher form of,
discipline than formerly; because it is an “ active discipline,” one
which takes its origin from within the child and not from without.

7. It is based on .a profound respect for the personality of
the child, from whom it removes the preponderating influence of
the adult, thus leaving; it “ room to grow ” in biological independ-t
ence. Hence the child is allowed a large measure of liberty (not
licence),, which forms the basis of real discipline.

8, It enables the teacher to deal with each child individually
in each subject, and thus guide it according to its individual require-
ments.

9. Each child works at its own pace. Hence the quick child
is not held back by the slow, nor is the latter, in trying to keep up
with the former, obliged to flounder along hopelessly out of its
dhpth. "\Each' kone in the mental edifice'is “ well and truly laid”
before the next is added.

10, It does away with the competitive spirit and its train of
baneful results. More than this, at every- turn it presents endless
opportunities amongst the children for mutual help— which is joy-
fully given”and gratefully received.

xi. Since the child works from its own free choice, without
competition and coercion, it is freed from the dangers of pyer.strain,
feeling of inferority, and other such experiences which are apt to
be the unconscious cause of profound mental disturbances in later
life. .i £ - n

12.  Finally, the Montessori Method develops the whole per-
sonality of the child, not merely its intellectual faculties, but also
its’ powers jof deliberation,; initiative, independent ghoice, with their
emotional complements. And by living, as a free member of a real
social community, the child practises those fundamental social
qualities which form the basis of good citizenship.

Printed by the Montessori Educational Fund Ltd., and published with the permission of the
Bucks Advertiser, by the Montespori Society, Inglenook, Lower Gravel Road, Bromley
Common. Kent, from whom further information can be obtained.

i>rice-2d. each. 12 for 1/9, 25 for 3/6,100 for 13/6
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THE CHILD AID THE CHURCH

| oAs.a.jan Doctor* Montegaorl

M®TIMOR SMDIMD
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THE CHILD AND THE CHURCH

I first met Doctor Marla Montessorl In 1921 on ny way to
India* I was anxious to meet her for several reasons danot
only because 1 admired her as an educationalist but also
because she was a Catholic. It will be Interesting, 1 thought,
to meet someone who Is a Catholic and at the same time an
original and scientific thinker for "God forgive me"™ this was
a convention which I imagined at that time to be a contradiction
in terms,

( See article from the Morning Post )e

As 1t came about that we had not been acquainted for more
than a quarter of an hour. In that little room In the "House
of the Angels™ In Barcelona before discussing the Doctrine of
Original Sin, having worked for three years iIn the atmosphere
of the Biological Department of a modern English University,

I had come, lifce everyone else | met there, to think of the story
of Adam and Eve and the Pall as an exploded superstition*

Madame Montessorl did not seem iIn the least bit surprised
or shocked at my point of view. Though 1t was over thirty
years ago | aan still remember some of the arguments she used

at that time. "There is nothing Impossible,' she said, ' In

the i1dea of a defect being passed on from generation to
y*“*

generation. In Medical Science i1t has been known that certain

Imperfections have been handed down from family to family for
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up to three humdred years”* Another argument 1 recall is
this It Is easier to fall from a height than to regain iIt*

It is easier for a man to fall off a roof than to get back

Looking back on it I now realize that llontassort*s reply
to my criticism was a very broad and WISe one* She sald”the
more you get to know and the more you will get to know about
the Catholic Churdh the more you will get to know about the
Catholic Church,the more clearly you will see that her whole
aim, a well as her practice, was that * far from wishing to
retain the effeot of sin does Just the opposite, through the
Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist and the Indulgences,
in fact all sorts she labours Incessantly, to get rid of sin
and its effects* Another point 1 may at that time be bringing
up against the Church was what I was pleased to describe as
the almost hypnotic power of the Priests over the Lalety*
Madame Montessori, with one of her gracious smiles replied that
actually in Catholic worship it was exactly the reverse. ihe

office of the Priests in the Mass - Centre of Catholic worship»

MOTrii Actually the Churdh has never dogmatically defined the
usual teaching that such Infants go to Limbo*

&ee articles by in the Down Side Review.
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was quite an Impersonal one* One does not as a rule think of
the personality of the Priest at 3.1 during the celebration of
Mass* it is not hfes himself as a person who matters so much,
as his office* It Is In fact Just the opposite In most
Protestant forms of worship, for there the personality of the
Parson Is of great importance { the Cafch llesnever ask each
other, * "Did you have a nice Mass? in the way that
Protestants often ask each other"™ Did you have a nice service"?)
¢t that time there was staying with Doctor Montessort as
her constant companion, secretary and Interpreter , an Anerican
Society Lady”™MIss Adelia Pyle”* She attended Doctor Montessorl’s
first training course for teachers iIn Rome, and not long after
that entered the Catholic Church* There was thtis the first
of a long line of "fSemtessorl Converts®* inmany countries, I*e*
there were people who had first become Interested in the
Montassort system of education, and had subsequently been
received Into the Church* Miss Irle who was present at our
conversation, though she did not make any attempt to Join in
the argument, but at the end of i1t she remarked"” |fou shouldn’t
stand shivering and arguing on the brink, you should Just make
up your mind and Jump in as 1 did* " This question of Baptism

never worried me" , she continued, "I am quite sure" she went

on, that even if there w as some heathen living in Tibet, even

if he was a atinwpr™h&p”er , but was really a good fellow, and
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The question "of Religious Education Is full of Inter-

esting problems* People are seeking many methods to render

Religious Education more efficacious - Experiments In various

directions*



SUggR.IJgmBtmummm

It la generally taken In ¢;mother sense 1"ead .the little
children tow * and dl do this - leading the children by
various methods and with much good will* But actually iIn the
Scriptures the words convey a different meaning* Permit the
little children & come to me <Il*esclate venire)

This would mean to say that the Adult cquld ...KQan ... afrataialg
when he tries to Ilef;dw In fact in what differenutkAtfhe adult
and children come to Church* The adults come (with) kneeling
kissing the hem of His garment — this signifies simplicity
and love*

The dIlfi’eranco than.-Is not .in .tie .rntter ,Qf .thP TQaQMnEJm¥fr
in the .attit.ude. of ,ths. .. TaaAJiE.

The educator who wishes to conduct the Church assumes an
absolute role * sn In a state of pride - as thou h to say
I am the person who must do everything*1l

Instead it was God who came to do things for the little
children* The adult In this case, as It were substitutes him-
self for God - 1*e* he has Pride Instead of the virtue

*

- humility. ﬁ%mll&rclaims that there is something
which God doss iIn the ChEch * that there exists something
already iIn the Church something which la beaut ful and like
precious silver. Our lady herself has defended the Church
from the adults*

1 Jfr.sre._QXINtG ..then ..gometh-lir. jjlfforgr™ % JM mm*=*- We have

another form of religion - not necessary of more value*



HHe that Is greatest of ail He became a little Child”- So the
Church has something she can teach us*
NOT*"~MDONMT

Some adults might conclude* '"Very wall* then we won*t
teach the child anything* Let him! come to God himself«”

But this 1s a great evident error*

This principle - Ledau Audore (Let the Church come)
bears within Itself an aid and a guide for us* It Is this
fact .of-hgInlng a-Child-wholes..a principle of aOtlZltoULa
hinself* - Hprewo -find, not ..only the Baals of flelHfifitta
Education but of All

Uhls Is expressed in Our Method by the Great Principle
1* Hein me to help o
2*.  How flan»we-h*1t»Hh«FfCKl1a
3, How can we find those _limits.-.QfrlHRJT) fgionfl Hehltildv-

h~ntne an obstacle.

To find these limits Is a problem difficult _blrt
Education represents a Collaboration of these two Belngs &
the Adult and the Child*

Only the child who works by himself - independently,
works, iIn truth, on to the Path of Development In every sense
he must

work by himself

with help

(How like the way God n treats us In the Spiritual Life*)
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We repeat the Child left to himself In a grown up world

for adults could not do anything.

The. CiilLd 1. gfelf.f.orent .from .ua-anfl sQ-ha-mst haYftm
enylronment..~.and.Mme .mat -Ckeafea. AhalLylranmflafr fQCiliffl
This Is the first step and all our Method Is founded upon
this#
This Is so Fundamental It would take too long to go Into It *
So we Bimit ourselves to giving an ldea of the kind of :En.vir-
onroeftt_we would .hav.e..far . .Bellplans _SHAuca,Ela*.
a mHciialous Bfavlrcmasat ,,InAahlsk.-hs. .can. ,.a™,3ccprflinft,taJé&8
laws, of his own ..InnnE.construction. And In tho Environment
we shall see how the Church develop”si how long he takes, what
Is the Hhvtim of _HIAILITa.
TASvaTRIUM?

This environment which never thought of many years ago
and worked out with the help of a young Priest,
It 1s not a Chapel* It 1s a room specially devoted to
Religious Education*
We have callecithls room The Atrium - which could be compared
to the Ante-Room of a Church* But i1t could exist without
a Church being near* And just as in a school you have a
room for music, gynmastlcs, manuals works etc. So you can
have one for teaching Religion. If we do have rooms for
various subjects how much more aught we to have one for

Religion,

3g>



A ROOM FOR SPECIAL BEAUTY*

Though this room is not a Church i1t should be one of
special Beauty, with beautiful lights, objects, forms, objects
and so forth» Everything of the best*

a parallel with our school™

Hie first tme we worked out ﬁé; prayer we discovered or
saw a great parallel between our ordinary Montessorl School
and the Atrium*

You must know that In our schools the Life in the Casa
del (Bont™i is M » in the small child*ghgggracteristics#
imd the most and slgnificlent is thatfthe small
child has the power to absorb what Is An his environment.
This Absorbent Mind, is characteristic of little Children.
"They just take without judging# And what he takes becomes a
part of himself?)

comethlng which enriches his psychic 11fe”d)

¢, E makes one realize that the child should be In a

position to take from the environment that which makes

Mm grow*

This fact is very Important and very impressive had should
be taken into consideration because at this stage i1n which
the Child takes from his Environment to construct himself -
he has a power which later becomes lost.

This 1s Qm*-Dentrine of Sensitive Periods the result of 30

years observation and experience with children
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Language becomes him*
A"This Is a matter of Supreme Importance!
It Is the F&noA ;tf,.:;9n"aqr™mfe
Hence we see how essential It Is that Religious Education
should begin very early
In this period of .the. _Absorbent.-tttia RflUStan
should be nffarred to this .ChlLoLh

I aisst«rts

%)_'_I'IQ_ .RSTLJI ?0-THE _1TRIHKi U@ﬁﬁﬂ;&‘aﬁlﬂ(

So It would be possible at this stags™o put the Little
Child 1n contact with;

(E)) The Liturgical ¥ear

((0)) The Mass

aneh.a wav that the Child 11VS3 .and aots™goilLHIs way
eg Mwipg at this time is To M (agisce)
So ,wa must glvetacmethInftI3~Cfa;”qnalta fur ftsaflarfift actU  aS
Comparison with ordinary Sehool# * lhe Stuffs
LI COMICAL. SFUFgg C QW 5 J
ffhere would be In-"“hfr-Atrlua-~"Two Collections of fitufxgu

ofedOoo”

There are two dlffoment grades or quallties/onel«Ee each set.
Thete afe SEUFFS 'Of ‘& Special, lustre*for GhrIEi .-
ms ; These two Stuffs could be compared and sorted*.

: WAACH i N\
.foeth. «rS exactness Is so important at this stage,

A 2 - - V -
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One set longer -for Easter (t™"X oOI\Aa~tk*r*

shorter for Christmas,
htAIBO-108h ALON.KR3 .
N i<t 14 tv mevA/Juvt  Nou/*tE* kvJdiv Voum-—"~" i
32hes«’\cou]id be Cultivated mt.nyw OF the v-B»40M3ALIturgichel

. . . «»>mWA*/ A*
Colours™j**" ,white,sred, groan, and little vases 4tt&r, *Asd*

f.'vea&uriM il ~bMAFFfiverv day the Teacher”~LW llater the

/*
chlldrenl> >>t gﬁ‘ t%e table a cloth o the Liturgical colour

of the day* and period of the year. »t
...... &, > 000\®1i
Chlldren I|V|ng In thls envuronment grow.accustomed
A * it i
to this fact of the liturgical colours. Not a great deal”™O*"
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TO GROUPS WELL

Tlata fact that children learn and take through activity
is useful for groups as well* -

And through action-doing comes a more profound realisa-
tion of what 1t means (Eg* The Altar Is the Table of the Last
Super)

THE ALTAR 1S THE Ti-iBIE OF THIS LAST.SUPER

So in the Atrium Children do thims lust as iIn the Casa
del B* they lay — —for instance.

Now they should do it in a special way,

1* Put the (Liturgical) stones round the table -

and evenly spaced.

2, So we have one person and 12 others, %ey put



themselves round this table # and repeat this action many
times™*
Then there is this part In which one (J*C* ) disappears and
also (dudas) dark violet* These remain | 1!
And In the place of the one who wore red robe Is a crucifix
and two candles*
One of the — ~“remains near the table - represents St* Peter,
On the table is placed the chalice and paten with -
And there remain the 10 others as before with their costumes*
And so we get an Altar (See previous account)
Now-this .ort of nradflaflatlon. .donfl. Wife VQrLJm Il fthUtaSa
will give ..sm:thins ..which will xsaala*
Svep.a child-Qf V could do thin, Thua
TMTt
As was the last Supper*

1 (Our lord) and 12 Disciples

One disappears A

One 1s made the Head of All,
So there, will be _thejnfltlona _which Will,
It. _.niav timos In tha.jmar*.
Hot only for This, .but, for i sm Jifera, ,,ftUB&a
So we have (@) Preparing an Environment

(b) zflowing them to Act in It,

For e_.BEvery InstructlQn.Jiozasfelng,51&liag

(a) Prepared Environment.

(b) Objects selected and suitable (Material)



63

(0) ¢in Activity™*

The Important Al _J&lgv  TOgic,A., It - -filfftflicega
In thla environments

jm& all thio In early Infancy,
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Cambridge hm-TmE
As soon as one cones to the fact of giving an Environment
(Prepared) for the child suddenly w.e see certain poasiIMlitl%si-
(&) First of all - The Analvalb of,Pif.fl_giilU.aa
(b) The consideration of the Sensitive
Periods (and the using of them)«

this Analysis of that which Is to be taught leads In itself
to dearnesst because it helps one to distinguish (Always this
Idea of the Intellect as a right which helps to make clear
differences whih were there before but never were realized*
Also one recognises how In many cases one leaves with a long
period of exercises; and others **interviso'.
This Analysis permits that certain things are able to penetrate
into the Child*s soul ; and one finds a great response* We
must recognize the._”ofpim&.noe&p of the Child*s Soul.
History This makes US think of a Past (Passat®) which is
very distant - History - which has to be considered*

And In this Histow we hand on the Story of the Church
and the great faith of its ministers even to martyrdrom*

And if we speak only of the Present Period of History
there have also been Saints who were children*

So
Religious Education mgat seek a living contact with the Child*a

Soul
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like a flock of ©hGon, BangT ma nm m all genufletti

Bangi ad mm WO tum round and walk out” ©n Oroeadile#™*

2,1-1S.Lswato2fiff
oL i s Vit m
| FTa~kl1TO«y
" Th® ehtldron isGst «tM In. and tetep sileneo* MalsO th©
sign of th© Cross < Gemifloct # tight candies,
SiaglsLgn1sSin
Ifov it 1i onlgr reaeondbt® Khan fm arma to think of It
that thor© shoald h© a previmis préparation in thés®O ss actions,
filli ca« and should h©® don©®© » and ©crfectod < apart froffi aetual
BeTigions Services,
Also th© Perfection 6f th#e© actions should .h©.aceomanled

hf a cortain repos®© and equltltsuln of Bplrit*

<ma so wO got «o of thO rsost important liesse in thoO
Atrium» Tho Fducatlon of liassent* Tt io enough to bogin thls
and “thon ko realis®© thar tho ehildron have hsd need of a long
period of 0se*0!1CO»* and alo®© It if Important thar thO porfec-
tIng of thés© action® should bO aceompanlod by a certain repos®
equilibriua of "soirit#
3&..&1Q. ,,Sgl2a>#g, «Safouflal M iM, A U0 & jateUaB»

wO do oooothlng of thls sort in our ordinary Montessor!
School© ~ thmigh thGy have not any such alta of preparitug tho
child dofinatoly for hia Ufo in tho Churchj but rather «ith

th© aia thar tho child in genomi should have a control ovor



his own movements.

And this Discipline we have found has brought about a
singularly good apt preparation for intellectual things #
And that - A Spontaneous Discipline carries into being without
our making direct efforts to attain It,

Bfe* THE.-3Xhivhg.ig Q8&m. .

We havo, for example* a Lesson in Silence (%e lilence
Game) Its main object i1s Just * Mto make Sllenee” » It iIs a
science* And it brings with it the necessity of a complex
preparation* To be silent does not simply mean To stop
talking, but i1t means to establish that thing SO rare In this
world * Silence* This Absolute Silence is bound up with this
fact - ,2au fhamkg W< make the Silence
collectively*

So 1. AIll voluntary Movements inhibited

2, Then we feel we Inter into the Silence”*

This 1S an exercise for children of 4 and 5 years of age, and
even 3 or 28*

There Is then a certailn correspondence between the state of a
childs soul and the possibility of making silence. Children
who have understood this silence and how It Is made and kept
walk quietly ~ by themselves* It Is something which comes
from within, something iIntimately related to the spirit of

childhood and not the result of an external discipline*



It 1s a® iInteresting and a strange thing that children will

do many things with a great interest Cat this stage) which

are Just special movements*,

Something practical*

So in this initiate the child will perform many practical
exercises and duties» which are not directly related to the
life of the Spirit» So In the Atrium - this special place -

It would at this age bO possible to teach all these movements -
sign of the Cross, Genuflect (in two ways) sitting, still,

standing up, walking to Holy Communion ~ Lighting Gandies etc,

The 1mportant thing to aim at in all this « is the fact
that children go into the Church knowing all these things
beforehand*

THE- .-CHILQ-aPSS :HQF LIKS fP 3S . .tQMBM«

It may seem a small matter, but is well worth noting that
Children do not like being touched or pushed about.

When w© give a command to the Church we should not
paysleally touch him - push him there, pull him here,
we should pot touch =_the..child. huL . jailtio-hlggfflfl aXwaYa ifffe
him do hie own maximum*.
On© idling pleases him abvo all < i1t Is to know how to do things
himselft in the Church ( and elsewhere).

We must set this child free from the adult who pushes and

pulls himi



AO&nN1- U ¢~SkI >~

te teach children prayer© «hole and entire# Ferhao©® thO
Cryfefi # Ospecialty te a certain #0é * can respond to one
part of a prayer and not the -other« M perhaps it has an
attitude of spirit which has need of one sort of prayer and
not another«
Bronpito .SaEJtUttoteattgi™

fhoro me a ehtld of 1« years «hioh had often heard the
prayer “Hall &&Ffy% But one® T ©aid to It Just the Ffirst
part are 1%rta Plena Pratla# Hell Mary full of grace# dust
this phrase Instead of the «hole# and the child «a® enchanted
full of enthusiasm# He« beautiful - quanto bella* 1 will
say that to isy Moray «hall 1 go hose# Qio fi1 salute » &0©d
be with you*

So * by giving the Whole prayer "en bloc™ w®© may &iss
this response to a prayer which answers a need*
S&$ Pyatror .of ;rotOatlas# /

Boneiinea we tench a prayer of protection to children
asking for Sod*© protection on "Father and Tlothor and o etc#

tiec 1T we let the child do 1t freely and spontaneous!?

ho will do 1t in a different way*
dod bldSft Baddy and Kaseny and John and Martha and '‘the

dog and the cat# ™ see that the spirit Oof this inH »»
little child needs to embrace everyone * won*"t forget anyone
even the pets# So we get this "long story” (lunga ntor&V

so character* «tie of the infantile soul*
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fho Chlld is novad, jnE carriol mos by fehis prayer#
W# can sos thafe B la Agil- (noPfca.1a.L-tA
1* ilii8 «rotaaticn *
att iii —alia .to..bf> Mrmtit tha.fiflato

So ho ha® fehts Me® of Soft «h© tookis affeer h&n sair lili
im 11f * 3ooh a prayer fulftlO a a#ed of ftls Coul*
aleo ho lo gofe too afe fehls tire® feo “«»pona to thO© ldea thafe
ho has a k&E1&

He att riostras round febt"fsBtlp (’an Insiere fosil layoll)
Qv ] . ljaliiw jH -

Uhoagk th© idea of a guardian angel i® Gorman feo al
«feagss it le parfeiéularly solfead foo f&© simil chlld* T1fe is
th© ©asO wrifeh a Prayer of Salofeafeto* ThO s»7all chlld has a

spécial swiBitivlty foo such a prayer*

vshan fehe ehlld"gafes 180 seven y©aro h© boglnho a n® nay
of ©onoo-vins thin;s* ih© Pro~ oocopafelon of fehe smoditar*
Oid lo quito diIfforenfe# H».«anta.feo imm.._tli:i c,?Pfloa,sL.,ailnfifi«

m ? tmm. ,iaa-dogOiQo-:d.”aa™\" _ife, _MaMQflnaaiaaflfl™*

How he viante feo lceo? whafe le riafot-and...wwMaag*

eihls prE»oecupafelon of &s dlscomlng and vnmfelng feo
distinguis*! befcttecn Oood and ©rll le relafeed feo ble solritual
Ufe and ifes opeelal ne~4s afe thafe age#

Klo neod Is differonfe frora fdefe of th© Ufefele Chlld who
3%01:b and neods Proteetio» (Seotsrifey)
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Ule prayer ooutd he 3HOtp a® to distinguieh beine* th® Hi#*Il
afta vrong** in 1h® our Father theé pimise es thi® day
Oui> Bally 3r@ad* .t¢ Ouited to 1h® »0ed of 1hO &mtt chitd *Hl«h
much nior® tba» "Corsiva m our etsa m m® forgire 1h®» iIhai
sSin agatnsi »»e™>
MaE M Tm

[Zat]

"iho Pari which mfs *lhy  "tngdois Co»®3 ¢ 10 ¢?0*® suited
10 1h© Adolescent* M ceO® thail ai ©ach eooch there ts a
special cersslilrity#

‘.

M bili*

¥® could tmo%? a faster”ai osfie In «hteh there were sopor«*
aisd the differ# t parts of Omyer * analysed so that 1h®
child can choose is 1hO part he tikes*

Sorft® prayers * .for Instance - represent a Haiutabicsi™*
/md you could try and derd*~ this Id0a « Aifildfif
B -noodn-of .eashS188

WO could indiai®© the liiits child into these salutations

to Our herd and IllIs t'other* and %prosit” these salutations*

on® of the post or*dent results of Is that
we hare found in the children fro» 7 * 12 years * this
susceptibility to distinctions of Good and Bril and Interest
in CauseO«

It la felt a® a real relief (Kelli} to understand these
things at this stage*

He m m in our herd*® life at this stage the Perfect

1] E m 1"
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t~dcl 4 the Centro! of $mOr~*
cqgfflaaaifiB»

this Is the stage at which the child Is prepared for
Confession# this Preparation could ho a™dod by staying <m
1» this environment - Since children will do all sorts of
things at this stage that others do and teachers think i1t is
merely tale-telling. But 1t is deeper than this* it is the
genuine longing to know of these h things aro right er wrong*
Ftwo «at .tMn fotnfllalft:

It 1s not sorely a question OF teaching certain things# e
but of * teaching so as to correspond with the needs of each

Opooh and SenattivO Period#

It 1s of course necessary to teach the child all those
special means by which the Church helps us * Ci.e* the sacra-
ments and sacramental»).

The, tiiinrta- Hecossar”, . Xffr HahBgffifts

Ho must know the things which are necesnary fur
validity of the saerailacnt«

]| m IS »7” "* ¢.1s Kntartal Sooo thlnsB are
esoontial to Vie Sacrament - sente a sort of taaaipf# 8#
children ©slo a study along the lino of exactitude,

Sometimes the Poacher herself does not know which are

the oooeniial things#



SpSp **© ..ufate-.qti ,fAigaflg5  th9 JSFIFRViWTOa«.

the 1tffiulty ti#8 not I« amielng twtorcd# Or  ™~0
nattor of Instructlon but in Mirlas th® necossayy laKmlodSO
to BrE8xb «Fiat 18 GeCtittfit
But Koslodge 1s not Onou™
m aust kotf th® Payehoto™y of tho chlld at v,riacs ages*

Th» CMiIrown«n.Chaina.

0«0 mol loavs to te CM *ft tho poaatblUty of ehooetne
that part of toe Teo*hlns «Meh aocaats to ht» - not boeaasa
h« has to Uno» only ono -artj but bacaose at eesth stega «sopo
»0 a partioslar oort «*1ieh oppeals to hln s»a therafora toee” eo
hiss*

1*»« *hQ

® not »rayara* thoy aro eonmdB* somothing not
10 do - or dox Thty should bR givon with soie"RIty«

tf roecs did m fith great sotormity » thundor» 1i™htonlns
aurthguafco, trompeta oto* - So we too nmust glvo tho ehlldron
eaGsthing 1mpressl™O*

Hot Joct a phrae®© * or etring of vhmaeo to be Imm% by
hoart,

AAto rAligingm InniiaigilaB»

SO Vo 0= U) It e noecasar? to anlssate a 8*C*t deal of
tho fi=tagiotia Instructlon#

(@ Ad to do It In eoch a «ay that tho Poaohor rosp<nde to,
tho noode of catih ast#

)



n la necessary to bava a special Emrironmaii l« which
thé Hall-loua Ufa can aevelop Itself (si awir.0) remembering
The Child la a fmmn being with the dignity of a hmm bains -

and - that this Heligtoua Ufe develop©® by meant of (© truvereo)

the Itmar creative force is stronger than w© «anally think -
The Teacher must seek to endeavour to arrange things so that
the child passes all his life 1» BeUgimie activity.

Mag from difficulty to difficulty overcoming them - by ever

Nnm means for HeUgiout Activity.

HI nibnssi. 7] “ - M h J . |

& the child at ? has need to understand the Causes
and the reasons of things * the adolescent has need of a
satisftaction of a feeling of unification. *
unification with the whole world* He therefore has no d
of the Great Liturgical Cemosonlec* He feels too the need
of Meditation# 3c as to *» il 1 Sfa
(cf St# Ignatius %© Two nngdoeo on his Spiritual Exercises. )
Sc we see all through Bellgious Education these différait
lines or directions or eisphasls of Spirit#
Man must be urged on even to the highest#
Arreated Ji~relenment ItTttlQ Hplfl WA.

Some peonle even adults never sees to get beyond the

prayers of infancy = (Prolcalnl T



Hot that they don’t alsieye remain * to oart - but they must
to sunerseded« **
Ofcboyn nfc af ,thd.-7 yottEjaid*

always asking *Ss it right« those ape the scrupulous
this must also bo superseded« there a comes the moment *h«®
he love»the Great IdtofSical ceremonies < thinks of the nation
as a whole« He is interested In this «Great Group«. mis 1S
®0"with the adolescent * hut this must also he superseded ¢
beyond the nation®.* he inset meditate on his relation to
humanity» to God*
WIfe COS™M ?-i1aflicn*
mis meditation makes him feel the responsibility of choosing
his mission« the great for the future, |like the
Exercises of St* Ignatius« «Choose between the fwo Flags«
He becomes one Prepared to Fight«

Feels himself ready to.,do anything * do all* the last
stage * to become a Missionarys with a sense of responsibility

But this Shthuolasm rust begin at the earliest years*






oar contribution Is to« oractical aanoet - Is. how to

transmit too Toaehlns of too Church. always wo haws a s

First Based m the Psychology of tho Child

second Shis ldea that tho Child Is an ftiTrf
and com tats© fro® the Shvlrones®tnt mtoh acre than «0 had
1isagtned* So there coses at one® this idea that even with
&m\\ children tie suet prepare la Part®© piu alia - the highest

part - and after some tine put the child inaM M U f -~

onr.mt».

«A Id *set how we are to teach religion
twt - {lov to pat toe toll« In each a condition that he

can toko In for htmcolf. - for the toll« UTIng In an envlr-

orgjant takes In. to toe; m a to tho Problem Is -

® ESffiaSSy ttirrarhvlraa-.sat <> 3ueh a basis that w 10 pssB*

IhI© for hiss to take iIn* absorb spontaneously*
ft»»« In . fhrrm”™ g |]g684

fhore are many things to consider in religion but we
shall not deal with the post intimate i1.e* the Philosophical
side (geological)* that i1s not for me* t do not Intend to
enter iInto tho instructional part but to suggest a contribut-
ion to the External part of the Catholic Religion*
3 a@ 111 MW iMI'1 rmm nxtassaX«

fhore are many thin > to consider in religion but we

shall not deal with tho most intimate ie* It has a great

function tola e*tom»l part and It <o an uopoot which MM *
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Itself to the preparation of a Special Environment and &
The LItumv.
THE LITURGICAL KDVSEK&T.

Many persons had occupied themselves with this aspect*
J\d we 1n Barcelona occupied ourself i1n this matter - this
more liturgical part - and thought of building a church for
the children - as others had also thought. But afterwards
came this other idea*
a PREPARATION RR.. CHS CHURCH,

In fact there should be a preparation for what the child
has to learn and take In In the Church# ~*
vQ must not confuse this Preparation for worship with the
idea of worship i1tself*

Some had this other idea to prepare for the life iIn the
Church i1n a place specially set apart* So - To prepare
a child 1n this way Is to prepare a special environment* Uils
special environment would be as It were an
Chnrep ,, an ante*room In which one gets ready*

When we go Into Church we need to be prepared* But this
Preparation Is a long affair and different from the application

ip the Church. -

THE -ATRFWF

This ante - camera w© call the Atrium# The name Atrium
was given to the large ingress© (entrance) to the Roman

Basilica* There however the ldea is sysmatlcal*

The Atrium is therefore an Ante-Camera to the Church
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in which &e le loft perfoelly t*m {beamise li 1« not
1h© Chureh)
Crratesastan me 4 I'-ahaitii

It suini b® Bella (beautiful) more slraplo 1h©» the Chureh*
and net aa beautiful* Pero abbastanca grand® - bui ouffleiontly
grandose#

i% la aatonlshing thlng thair thlo i1dea ha®© noi come un
boforo# For w© bave spoetai roois© for mi-le# gpmeetltft»
Obossistry and so foriti#

fi ooosr.a 10 ufl naturai 10 havo separato féO»» for _Misti -
ana of course you cmtid If absolutely nocosoaily use 1h© Casse

rooss for maole and gy«mastico bui th© Principi© lo a

thua a Special Hod® for Bollitoli® traini«®*
| deticai. ..¢;dgantaga In a sohoel whoro you havs Catholic and
Ben*Catholl©® Childra» (eh©® ari «ndoretood noi to bar® Catti*
TeaChlng)
* Yftslie ai the some tira® li uould givo a generai eligiouo
abmsnhoro to all ibi aitdlfcmpoat thé (»trlu® is noi to boO

©f$*a®0 ah@r-o chi Idren alt and ree®ivo rellgiouo

Inetruetlon * ai loaat noi thut primarily*

Si la a place «bere th«y uould have tho

1# posaibiliiy of 8§FjSU* cortaln -thlnsa.

a, Of tirisi® thore in trampi lity»



3 Whore acting and through activity th.gy Qffllld aSQUUS
cemfcata cognitions ..at-the flaffle, HAEL.

Our ordinary $5ontessori Schools seem like a preparation &

a prepared environment of - motor activities# by

means of which certain cognitions are made - So -

THE ITRIIU . would be a specialisation of the same principle

as the Casa del B* » a spécialisation of the same things, too#

under a special subject#

Example UtaUB&ATial _CjatfitaCh»

In our ordinary class rooms we have aiil the colours given
to the child - a real study of all the colours# But In the
Atrium would be only cerfcaln eelected CQIeK.QU. In fact we
would choose just the Liturgical Colours*

TAturnleal Colours.

So In the Atrium we have another set of colours Red, Green,
white, Purple, Black etc* ;md give a symbolic meaning._-t) 1faSB
Thus Xmas is white and Easter most white with a sort of lustre
in it.

So we give the stuffs in 2 goods and he can make and
them,?

It 1s a specialisation of Exercises which he has already
done, They do not need an explanation at first. Just that
these colours penetrate iInto their minds by seeing and touching

them.



not whits - but violet with a prevalent of blue#
and %h«i mors obscure ttU It become® a «lark “lol«t*
The material i1s different * not «satin wool n-ore coarse and
more rough* The White of Easter < thick velvet * 1®
used also, thick# rough* lines you can fool Its hardness =
tult Life* The little hands have a different impression
Satin  * 3CuA*
Thus we give -“national Inresalflaa*

Similar t the other ones in de 8# here
WO antor a new field#

we oust also give the true liturgical Colours# They
hould also bang from the wall* tong on the outside * Sheri
on the other rascal) (Fetal)

These should be a sees®<” Iass of these ooless™s raking
an artistic whole *m inslome artisticol simple * "' like stilo
<00 OeNIo™#

1Mimical . . .gnmUnT8 %, Tdifb>
There should bo a special table In the room * C at the side
or in the centre) ibid vases of different colours (liturgical)
and a apodal table—cloth of the Irturgical colour of the day -
In the vases# too# they can put floners with the special colour
of the day*

=go the chilld would see day after day the sare colour -
and then suddenly the colour changes to on© Quit® different*
SO0 he becomes acquainted m with the i1doa of the Changing
liturgical Colours#



TIEaDIHQ cokes iktg XT

this could be Joined to school work* It Is our custom
to put name-cards to objects - So we could have the names of
the Liturgical Seasons - Advent* Christmas* and the names
of Special Liturgical days*
symbolical pigcures™

We could also have symbolical pictures corresponding to
the Liturgical
Events - Xmas* Easter Pentecost, ASSUMpPtiONn sse etc*
So from the beginning the Child would find a division of
time against a constant background* And in this way even a
child of 3h - 4 can enter into the Liturgical Year - but In a
sensonal way .
EEY3 TO THE UNIVERSE

And as happens in our ordinary schools these definite
and ordered impressions in the sensonal sphere becare, as
keys to the Universe unlocking after discoveries and cognitions*
Bo here*

The child goes home and hears his parents talking of such
things as Lent* and Epiphany and Jmenf 1n farfl
somethin”™ gqlear and precise. JifrICh hSIPS ;UL
OTHER 03JX .3 IK THE ,.TRIL>

There should be Pictures and Statues * specially suited
to Impress the child ~
Eg, Bambino Jesus with Madonna,

These should be always there - whatever the changes of the



year * l&us a teaching with objects which change takes place

Itale teaching wenld he given In a light {legare) and
Cabin and peaceful way * like the Seasons Of latere * against
this fixed place “plane fx&* constant” back ground*

a -gfrBatm». |

In every € del 8¢ there 1T always a basin with water
for washing hands* So In the Atrium would also be a basin
with water * a holy water stand* It Is not for washing hands
but the hand touches It# Out how does it touch?

m here we get a teaching, a teaching of rovement# Bow to
i the BafiH-F. ;#&Q fro,ss,

can..aaallag”™wlth .aaelilM a.

Always a child of throe * four years iIs Interested in doing
a thing with exactitude and precisior# Indeed for so exact
that they ash « for details we have forgotten * thus “Op

we touch hero or here on the head I¥

Ho is a miser for exactitude# the falser wants everything
even to the last farthing# Bo won’t leave anythin® behind *
SO with regard to the exact mvements* this is the marnant to
teach those things for the Child wishes to be exact * not so
than a meter OfF oermnleefsS
So we have this Sensonail » motor Education* Ibe can call It
religioni i1t is the extermal part (of* social Contacts at

this stage ~ external!} It i1s all symbolic and forms part of
the life of the soul#



THE LITURGY

"»The Church 1s a Society which has fixed certain movem-

ents and words and this precision iIs not captrice. It 1iIs
.something corresponding to the spiritual life* Sign of
the Cross#

ANOTHER t/MIULLEL TO &i*..Q?.P»L. ,~LmGE.5aM >

Now In the Atrium there are certain movements to be
learned by heart, they are not gymnastics* Nor - like Ex,
of P, Life - simply* fd more without noise or Pour water
without spelling etc* These are movements which belong to
ordinary Social Life,

But there xwe have a different thing* The liturgical we-
rds and actions - are said and done In a special way and with
great significance* Everything has a profound significance,
Therefore we must prepare these actions with great precision *
con esateaaa.
30 we start with this i1dea of Something Sacred - They are
actions like the others but with a different tone, a different
inner Sentiment, Respectfully, reverently - all this because
they belong to the life of the soul*
So too with words, speech not with a loud voice, but quiet
subdued*
mALAUES VO

This has prepared hi* An ex, of silence for control of

movement, A child of 2lj can do It,



But here the Silence has a different meaning* In the school
through the silence 70 listen to the little of the
world - birds, dog, eat etc* and the g voice of the T who
calls*

But here It IS not the T who calls Mary! It is as it
were the voice of God who s- calling Mapy*

The Silence is différait from the silence of the world &
It 1s the difference between the silence of an exterior world
and the silence of the limer world of the spirit*
EDUCATION. ~ ,THS VOICE .l«.

The child learns all sorts of songs - et* for a birth-
day party; nursery rhymes etc* and for all occasions *
parties etc*

But here it is a special sort of singing - an "Canto
Madulato™ with few notes something like the G-reogorlan
Chants* One can see the letters of the Iphabet - potes -

higher and lower - a sensonal - motor eg. again*
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In this way we shall prepare th© ah*la to tafe# part in
Church worship before ho goes* we ao not approvo of waiting
until It is necessary to givo this iInstruction In th© Church
as many a®* thus m so# the Teaehor (after a good Pun*)
loading a regiisént of children all together ad giving such
eopsando (like a drill s©argent) sit still or “Dip your hand
In the holy water* ©r &0 met genuflect (and keeping then
with a good push on the shoulder#) this dooo not help
devotion* £eu cannot exoeet a child m treated In church to
enjoy the same state of soul as one who is left fro® In the

Church because ho knows what to do#

(In this way w# We would therefore begin this training
very young 3 + 4 year®#% People donH usually think of doing
so at this otagei but it would be a.good thing If we acted
in this lasrmor the child would have learnt much by the age
of 41 yr%

BELEIQin Ji3gia*Iftga Ceontd#) 11 (donuaption Convent)

g™naml .aetoclnlae..

Generally speaking In Religious education w® do not take

sufforcing into- account < the Psychology of the Child#

1#  1*P# We oust place as the baste of alt Instruction the
fact that a child can imdorstand fiff© rent things at
different ages*

% In these various ages are various dispositions # Sen*

oitivo Periods * which give the Children special Interests



in certain matters in the environment.
3. that < for esampte * there is an age «hen a :mtt-@r can
uo taks® in "™ « *nn" (tutto In un In«le»e>. «heraa»
at another age it «Ill absorb the ~stalls*
Again there are epochs 1» the child*c life «hen it
wishes to tpu&t s1* most have things in the
concrete* and other ages «hen it has a similar natural
tendency to go Into the dititthifeic.
5, m& * also - m X-QBasalLAaia.Jn™thai
The Child always tabes or absorbs through Its own
activity.
“yhat .gamine HMHlJ&sJMBMTt&d*"~
waimm-»:*aBMaaoallL
true mm$* this “arttivita8 material©* * this material#
y\activity soeffis far away from us adults {traps© lontano
dl no!) bat In very truth the child teams by and thrones
jmsvesent* ;
It Barrblno Imoara Msrendoal. Facendo to cose etescO *
Doing things himself * they remain*
ma agasais | M wra.aBmifi2Jtt&»a
Sesinnlns at this early .age we cannot start with
Abstract lIdeas. It Is mb & question of giving n M _AftffILfIP
things but of giving, them In jj.figyfostiTl
ft we follow this principle we shall discover the surprising
fact that the small child can learn much more than we thought

and disc can feel things more too*
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It IS not a question then of teaching more easy things
but of a more efficacious mode of teaching*

These principles hold for all branches of Religious
Instruction.

Examples - "et us take (1) Prayer (2) Doctrine*

«laXER

At what age should B. learn Prayer and Doctrine,

People say child should learn certain things by heart to
remember and use them when he Is grown up* But iIn every
prayer there are 2 parts H(l) which can be comprehended by
children. (2) Part beyond their comprehension.

So the Problem standst |Is It necessary to teach the
prayer even If he does not understand it or that part which
he understands.

Example from Experience.

Many years ago | was with a baby of 13 months. We were
in the country and the Angelus sounded* So 1 thought we
would say the Hall Mary* 1 .said "Listen to the Bells and
listen to my words* And 1 sald * Hail Mary full of Grace
Dio ti salvi Marla (there was a pause) Come bellal how
beautiful said the Child say it again. Dio t1 saluto mla
madret - Teach i1t to me for something to say to my mummy

as a compliment to her*



SO «e givo oarAanoft r\'t* .;»ma * £»& anothor ornthor

senton©® *X1 Si®© 301 esa te* (Xho boré& b0 ylth

SO0 «= har®© |u5u o0»© «hifle- - FtJ» - ||| 1" o> *» rloth«r of
QQ and 1% IEiia# © fiffifo

motSior day, "fo « jbflaa&ft&fl -toa JofgQ ,lentoga* **#*e*$
ai>t fhou aaaogst to««u Hw a«#@ti Coa© el penetra 1*anima
©f Ib© a year Cld* 3% «© gliaola gl?© *»C0= sosteneos
sooarat© £ro® on© anotber# ale© thts laoa that tb© c*tU"

shoold repsat™Lt tO M s aother (?)

m $w coulé bar© la tt» Atrio» a ©tati© ©f tbls era©*
i®oa figura and the ehlld cw\& repoat

O day @© obra©©* another doy anothor

ua? a $*msQ™*
fI» theoa .tihr*«ee *npml &l teto N guu~la
pniil. -a™d-tt «upl4, r.0lotiffi 1B fmlhS
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receives this command this ward of dod - with a certain sol-
emnity* and that he reveres it and obeys. So the points to
remember In Teaching the 10 Commandments,

(@ It i1s a Command*

<b) To be received with the attitude of adherence,
PREPARATION QF SQUb, ‘

Viai could .prepare tbor-o different ,.a fcttfuficp Jgu
corresponding tp the form

just as for the 2 year old we could stake this idea of a
salutation penetrate separately into the soul of the Child *
So now we can give the Commandments SJ%& OTtfi«

Now we must remember that historically these 10 Commandments
were given with great solemnity on Mount Sena! * Clouds,
trumpets, Earthquake - with miracles and a great meeting of
the peoples etc.

So similarly we might try and present these commandments
with solemnity and dignltsfnot to gabble them through - m a—
soe - the parts the child understands all mixed up with the
parts he cannot comprehend * all In the same tone of voice*
“l1 am the Law* the dod etc.

Mow this Cosmaand has a great solemnity for the individ-
ual who receives i1t and merits a preparation, child may
have heard It many times - in an off hand way - but to-day
he i1s called to receive It, He 1is chosen. This iIs something
different from the command of the Teacher* preceded by a
"Come to meT or sit down I want to tell you something.

This is the Command of Cod,



So wo must give It with a speciai solemnity, Wo must have
s Ilgoeolal”envlganataat Hence the value of the Atrium*

Ajad even her®© wo must do everything in the Atrium to
facilitate the giving of this command* As In our ordinary
schools when we are going to present some new thing we make
a preparation » clear the table >mchose a good place etc*
brush our hair and after all the preparation ~ .Qnl3L.a
triangle .is _tiiaral

How much more so should i1t be now when we wish to
present a Command of God* So we as must prepare the. Atrium.
(It Is a form of Liturgy)

As 1 said I presume the child has already heard this
command but vaguely i hls mind Is still a chocks*In general
the Child knows much more than we think he knows. He has
heard this thing and that! In his mind In fact, are many
things but this list of commandments and prayers etc. might
be all In a choas.

So this Atrium would serve:»

(1) To Fix the things » (fissare)

(2) To make things clear (ohlarlre le cose)

Cosmos from Choas.

Out of this Choas must come order r a creation must form
itself In the mind (cf, colours - a confusion and then the

liturgical ones distinguished)



qq% OF this Choas mist oostO order * a erection must tom
nmtt Inthe alnd <ef* colours * a confusion and than the
Ii1turgical ones &fct distinguished)
- L

a) nnfi -Qvi~Anf PnnwtftMaiail

To Sooar&to things#

U$s*t and dartMMm

Water earth#
<b) Hig"

This eeoaratien Is the basis of order and on this drdor

can grow fffji.order»
SO we wok© a work (opera) In the mind of thO child and this
work is to distinguish things#
¢and to distinguish the sens© of things#
%# Prayer and command#
¢and for the small child w© must distinguish this in a seasonal
way#

m M 1« -

Bo in our method * when wo are® going to touch ovm the
smallest details we do it with solemnity*
would you like to hear this? How much more so with the

Command: unto of jj| HOT ThTOFIsaffT m “TOFIC FIJS&S»
egnwlronmant for thft ChUA*a M I TeS
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Thu™wQ have a hara task * differing (@) To prepare the child
to have confidence i1n Clod and His help* < Prayer*
(b) To prepare soul of Child for Obedience - Command*
THE PRINCIPLE & HWV; TO PBK "THE_QHILU*S Q"UL»

The way we prepare the Child*s soul to make this
distinction is by Preparing the Environment*
30 FOR THE .0OyajgMEHTSj1 -THE ..YQIQ.S-CE-: LIGHT

4 darkened room » stillness * curtains drawn* *
Then a 3lass with light, words in light. One Commandment only-
flashed forth* (perhaps with solemn music) and Incense,
The child looks at it - in light - receives it and meditates
on 1t, The light comes from the Commandment, The child*s
soul will respond & Something has come to my soul,
$hat must X do? - X am the Lord They God Serve Me

So Faith and Obedience*

I



(Similar Principio for Charity and % «out mist
obey *1 1l ready # 1 hare fairth#
Se agata another %ft
"Honour thy father and !other**
T hare heard it before = but never in this aiuole impressive
ray * in licht » Her it cesses from dod to my soul* it la
something more beautiful “(perl bella)

fhe response is easy# 1 do it naturally-tout new 1 feel
it sere deeply# It grows cm me* It is from 50d « my duty for
ever# (even beyond death)#

thus we causa to penetrate Into the soul of the child
these roligloos Caitiment®# So wo cae hero «a) Oiatingisiohing
things (b) Analysis and Separation of Elements#
R ARSE RId}kE

(a) Praparad %viron®snt#-"

(b) Always the Prenaratien of the Bout of the Child#

©) - Individual a soul * which a ate<ns (sis erag.-il )

(d) ThO call moat bo individual fu* fu#

(Just for you)

XauS&S S MU U t ?

Last timo | spoke of the Liturgical Calendar and the various
consonal *? motor astyeleee#

fo»day we t@li© up another point * cur aim is to show him how
we can rafce very ©Omall children understand what the altar is

or represents*



to d® It ¢ pgakc %|f oral touchlns but by Cadviliet*
Furniture required*
Th@ . all® would hat?© special furniture* this

@ Twelve Little Stools * very simple and sdoGre In

()] in ate chair )Liturgical)
{C} 4 tab 10 * which is so eonst-r»ct@il that It Can be 4>
Omailer
@ white Table Cloth© <throe as In alt™r»)
Bliitt Tn BT
be begin with similar exercises as wo have h d In the
ordinary schools* %u® they move tbs furniture silently * .
without noise - and learn to put ®h place In 1ts right place#
The stools and table placed along the vail# the
armchair# whoso place is distinguished on the wall by a
small crucifix* It la the same table ac mentioned before on
which we place the liturgical colours - could be at any rate
So * allora* a special table =
One exercise would bo this * To tahe the six stools on
on®© side and six on thO other with the little ate chair in the

centre under the small crucifix on the wall# Yt -1ICSt



vestments
Another”means i1s this to have the little ones ~ on
vestments * white vestments adorned with ribbons of different
colours*
(E)) One has a red ribbon#
((0)) One has a green ribbon, (most of them)
© The others white ribbons#
So we choose 13 children to take part in a little drama#
The One with the Red Ribbon stands for Our Lord*
One with Preen Ribbon - for HFlaa - stands for St..Petejt the
first Pope#
With the Bark Violet ribbon & 1t stands for Judas*
These little details don’t give much Information but they
are important to fix the mind*
Thus we have so far*
(@) The Table with stools to place and replace#
(2) Thelittle Vestments*
(€)) Certain Special people*
(4) The Number 13.
Then comes the exercise for the children to take their
on the little stools 6 on each side of the armchair with its
occupant with the red ribbon#
Table Cloths Chalice .ad..._glato»
Next the children place ~>n the table”the table cloths
And = later - (@) Chalice and (b) A plate*
THE SaPL 1I1-TION.

>



Tf-PS ¢(XRLallATIQE?.

Then the Teacher can explain that they are doing what
was done before - whéﬁmﬁ s disciples went to get ready the
table for the Last Supper.

So we have these little scenes of dramatic represen-
tation. They bring to memory (fanno recordare) these things -
table# 12 desciplss, Our Lord, bread and win® - and special
desclple3.

THE STORE IS TOLD

After a time tte&a there i1s given a simple explanation
of what happened ,(a) Jesus is dead *{non c*e pul*) And one
of the Desoiples i1s the cause of his death,

(b ?H 2 Personp mlasinkR. So wo only have Green and
white ribbons left# (C ~ € i L0
© So they go to the table * and Instead of opaing it

made 1t small«

@ Where had been the armchair for Jesus« there is placed
in his memory a crucifix*

(e Two Candles are brought and put on each side*

(f) Then - as a memorial - the Chalice and Bread are brought

They are covered up as i1f they are no longer of any use.

It 1s all very sad.

@) Fam**\*****"&hilst this is being done the other
children stare”™ solemnly and looked on.

) They sing hymns and make a procession*



ff

™ Cie chilar«» could fcie a cord round thslr «este as In
scruni Ing#
ch the Procession overt they return to the tafele the cne

tilth the green ribbon in the centre the other on 2 side®

in s Une » like driest ana Communicante*
the ala Is to give the impression that the Altar in the Church
t® the mm a© the Table In the last Supper,
3BOUU1 ajime¢ 1w

On®© might aok* mo%% «e to teach small children about
tho Fascio®”

Catholic chitaren are bom «1th the Crucifix In front
of then* They are brought up to sec i1t everythsro in their
homes» church, they handle It* ma 1t this early age small
children absorb «hat even they find In their omviranert,
but «lthout Judgment *
~0 far...this ,mi.OiZi ~

«e tell them that It «as crucified; It is sonefhtliB
they accept culte naturally#
mBut «ith Hon-Cathéllc Children i1t «ould fee different,
AwNtTFWEIIt it

nom®© small children found a set of cards representing
The Fascio», they «ere 1» desperation. They ran about in
horror sayire «hat theyssllﬁljg‘ia’%pn@ to this -an, boa®©
people have «ounded hin## They ran about in such desperation
that some one had to consolo them by saying, ***«o it did
happen» but aftcreards it cam© all right again* Ho «as

resurrected#
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Tlissi they were Q0 pleasedt and ran around telling every-
one. "Do you know that J*C, has risen from the dead* He 1is
alive again. This story brought with It great agitation to
their souls and a great joy, | © 1

M[pi3uysjo
A SORT OF VIA GHUCI3.

So we could have something similar to give to the souls
of our children* We could have objects - not exactly a XS&
gruela but something the same idea. And then followed by
The Resurrectlon. -
£i1L Principle Being

That these things should not be given as Religious
Instruction but as Movement exercises which would thus impress
themselves in the soul*

Religious Teaching would be something apart but™*

These exercises, these certain actions, should evoke a sent-
iment, One could think of the Atrium as a place where they
would do these things with a special solemnity.

EVOKISQ SEHTI&EHT .

Thus with a darkened room - dim religious light - they
could come to this table quickly — solemnity — perhaps carr—
ying lighted canip.es and singing hymns,

All this would have as it aim to cause to penetrate this
Idea - that the Altar is the Table of the Last Supper,

That 1t was there Jesus had eaten for the last time

with Ms desciples -

M,
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That one of them betrayed them -
That one was chosen ae his representative r— -
To continue the Church* And thus this fable becomes an
altar for all Christmas - and the things on 1t are to recordare

to remind us of all these events*

Thus all this is something "which they take on simply by
living In this environment.

And 1t s a Propagation for ,the TeaflfriBfi nfrifrfr ,gaffigil
later
Our Aim 1isfeo teach the Liturgy and the Catechism but we cannot
do it tutfz ad un-QLtto - all a£-<hAX\z
WE HOST SIVE ..If aagai - motor -

We must give it first with the Senses and Movement
because ».hey could not, take i1t in any other way* ~ Ich means
that we can and should give a Religious Preparation iIn this
way - and not give up the i1dea of Religious Teaching until the
age aOtres vihon the intellect is advanced enough to understand
Religious Teaching with the intellect, Jjqg W -glV9
in 1ts ¢ennogv j- lotor AaiU&k
THE YGUIW CHILD Ao SOhB M .

We know the very small child takes in much and continu-
ally from his environment at this time * he Is an'essere
assortente* - and we can fix what he takes In i1n this way
deep in their souls* So then this Ineleme - this whole »

this collection of exercises and little acts - have this aim*



to 2

wst. < 2QW of Homs»»

By those tittle children «&

the only for- tJ? ean give * (Of, **» Joosloor Before the

Blessed naeraiMOt) «tie aha» novaaoBtl this sllancei this lov-

ing attention - Osins «hlch la born In their oola a great love
and tendenes® <ifneses8a)
SVM’ZHi PT-

m& therefore later m wO ecasn start from this haele#

laid at this very early age* without having to start from the
very beginning <0f* "eneomi Geometry )*

Ip gpg Nnr*tm m

tat xg Q&MS&&
this would then be » Preparation of the PeUgleti*
sentiment by means of the mtmm end 1loetOnt * a very vitni

part of training * N «ale my «© vould auscllat® a

spiritual sentiment —~

»nay 1t with Flowers™

b 1ittle child Is by i1ts mother? and things her th#

moat baaotlful being In «*»A Ho wants to egress »1#

eonttoent, Ha baa NO worda or ideas with which to do «0«

Ha can only do It through senaaa * and Ha 61v**

her a flower! or note his ar*e round her. Bat at toe same
time this expression deprive® his tendeneso™

T the nNnmm m$ these MMOB with their action aronee
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act3 LIKE A LIVING SEED

In this way this sentiment of tendenese and love so
aroused Is like a seed planted iIn the child*a soul. A first
seed In the soul of the child who could not be-taught on the
intellectual plane*
f&RUIs OSJESTIQBS jamsm
J Some people would, say?-
Why not bring the child into the Church to see these same things

the altar etc., to arouse this sentiment.

We replyt-

u) Because the Church is not made for Education but for
worship*

(@) The children couldn®"t carry out these actions again

and again at their own rhythm.

(€)) Everything in the Atrium is simplified and all the
furniture and appartenancies made to their proportions
and scale#

OUR DUTY: TO gRE?:,R3 ESS SSV.IBCiMhEIIf
How If It 1s true - as we believe - that children can

acquire these sentiments at this tender age is our duty to

provide them *;lth the means - 1#e* Thp ...Prepared BhvIlroHRgnfc*.

A place for action and living#

It would be impossible for the small child of 3b and to do it

In the Church*
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tt la a )rfintt,B.3laat8ilag...gag

It Is not only a question of arcaetne the religions
sentiment#

At the same tine e'ertala definite elementa are acquired

will be 12004 tabor O#

At a lator stage we can fsatre us© of ob|®ets for study#

this would bo at 3 or S fro# when he begin# to read and write¢

re should 8fr# him different and mere advanced means *
for studying the tttangle*! Xea? and the raos*
fAEE Sjrtirs? =

we should not wait to begin our religious instruction
only when the children ha#© reached the age of reason ¢ when
they can .use their intelligence to acquire culture - bat we
should begin to teach#

la -at"™greqfrn 41

gfity we adults # In doing a© ¢ moot uee the meat*.
(at each stag®) which permit these truth© to penetrate#

It ray ooem to p# fcheoe teachinge ray roeh imperfect#

but
fh©y. arc only moans at our disposal for that particular

time# and this forms the basis for soccod&lnc agoe#
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Stcn m EsBSSH SBSJSI
thus the FiIts* etac-e pronarea for the *

»0 second tor the third - and so m
that is wo nest fora planes of dereloownt aooorilne » ®

ooytiiologloal awoloooont of the child.
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Conversation with pBr. Uont™rssori 19N5.?

B6 Religious Qrdagfi

They come Into existence when God wishes to bring something new

into the world.

They come In "Period! Seneltivl”, In Social development, when an

idea is in the air » -Anetd is felt iIin. Society*

®* The Function Creates the orffanlaa - the new movement makeiew

rules and new forms.

Bow at thistire thld idee of the Child, and the Power of the Child

u in the world - and it Is worthy of the creating of the new

order as its form of expression t Just as iIn the old days we had
The Hemal its and Ben r-dictlnes 1In the Age of Barbarism,

Later the Franelsfcians and Dominicans, Jesuits, St. ancent de

Paul societies etc.

Religious .Education anA t*19

We need an education militalre for the Church mitant, «e must

arouse the heroic spirit (spirito eroico) in youthx Inspire,
enthusiasm andthe disregard Of death and suffering*

This siOlfia be easier for us, than for the Fascists and Nazis and

Communists, because of our doctrine of the future life.
We must - in other words * give both the function and the
organism (if an organ does not function iIn atrophies.

We must specially prepare the conscience iIn this idea * eg. Confession
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is like a sort of oath a military oath * a promise (hot to
sin again) It should be taken with the seriousness of an
oath not only just gabbled off#

Cnmriction necesaara
’ %@ myst arouse Conviction* for If you are not convinced
with a thing you will not die for 1t# So we must firfc have

chiareszo * charity and we must gj.-yg,leBS

Christ as a Hero.
Ve mu t also think of Christ an a ?PB. m * EWt alffiISIul

victlnu.

Not as a poor person to be pitied only -

¥e must not simply make him a victim but a conqueror.

«m hoe slgno vimeainn We a have tended to overemphasise the

victim aspect*

Two things are Necessary

1» Enthusiasm® . Here In other words we must have
what corresponds to exaltation
of martyrs#

2« To be readv to die

To achieve Ms *we repeat & w® must have Charevzo * Clear

knowledge with regard to the church *

They must know what a wonderful society t Is In order to be

enthusiastic about It#

So we must have an Instruction which makes clear The Greatness

of the Chgph*
V



RE THE 3nCB.jamW

Ttio teaching en these should be don®© Aty SN ESIBL
firmer, and. individually: (as 1" the usuall principle with the
MOntessorl Method*
In all the Sacraments we havejj mmx promise, This ldea
o] 8 nromlne should be brought more clearly Into conscious-
ness*
1 So many Catholics are weak and give (down there) so
that no wonder other people push them scornfully and clearly
out of the way (11 spasisa via:} They are villachl scoundrels
nd too a i1ached to life and possessions#
CHBXSf Tii|

Chrst wished to diet it was his deliberate choice.
Therefore he was as much hero a- vietim(victlm and priest 1in
one) Re was a hero ready to die for an idea — But Catholics
are so fearful (paroso) and they have be n given an education
which half paralysis them.
We must teach them that life Itself is of no value unless
It 1s devoted to a great idea or a Person,
So we must the heroic spirit and not simply teach the
1dea of resignation#
We must build up a batallion of youth who see the world as it

is In Its reatness,

Youth must be trained to

1 be careless of Death*

M  hut ,
3 /I & {¢ML
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The Spiritual Eiscercise of St* Ignatius bring out this point

perfectly*

i a<mjriAh. M s Xas&ls.t.s«.

At beginning (the Fascists were just a little group -
but a resolute on®© # Each with a gram scarf with a

skull across bones on.11)» to indicate that they are not
afraid of deth*«

gaattfia ,LSFIlwUlm™* " .. il
Some of the mob dangerous people are in the Church*

“Beware
of the power of the Pharislea%
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Aug* 9th landhouae Beck

the church =fl THBTORQFft of ms MQm (n Speeeblo et Kondo)
These conversations took place In Aug. 1950 at a Hotel

called Landhouse Beck, situated in the Mountains near the
village of above linabruck# It happened one day

that X mentioned that the origan of hosperi*ls was in the
Monastic Orders#

The Church a Model "oc.lrdX*

It Is Interesting to see how certain good elements in Sac-
raments began first within the Church out of Charity* and
were afterwards taken up by the State,

Ecx¥ Jiofttfet*ts It was the Religious who first began hospitals
for the sick (witness our good friend and patron Rahere of

St. Bartholomews)

Indeed, at the v py beginning their aim as the ideal implies
was more than that of hospitality than the ears of Jns siek
But the one led to the other and thus It was that the religious
orders founded the first hospitals# (Here I mention that I
was teaching in the Montessorl school which was been run by
the wife of the rector of St. Bartholomew s Church in
Sm*thfleld# Both the Church and St* Bartholomew s hospital
jJust next to i1t were founded at the same time by Ranere

In the 15th Century#

This remark seemed to spring a sort of mine In I># Montessori*s
conscience.

Dr# M# "Xes 1t Is true* The Church Is really a Society,
brought Into existence# by the Holy Spirit - i1ts members
acting unconsciously » iIn such a way as to show forth those

elements which are necessary for the establishment of the

Kin dom of Heaven throughout,# the world*
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At this point she related an amusing story *1

ITHE aHKaCHRIST i

30 years ago when ™ was In California* Marie » who was
always an original friend with an™nnaehrist* This anarchist
ofton cam® to so© us# He was always going In and out of
prison? and used to talk continually of the iInjustice of
things in our Society# Offence®s glided hand can shove hy
Justicel# | was partly the burden of his complaint? and also
that the law would not take into account the Individual

up bringing and his social and moral handicaps,

"1 told him, says Dr# FH* that In a true society ,gV9KMRa

the good and the bad should equally, be brought up before
the tribunal# 'Yss" he argued, eagerly* that®"s what 1 think
7”1 continued™ (says Or* M*) that in my society | would make
no difference < the highest and mightiest In the land - they
would all have toto equally before the tribunal#

The Anarchist became more delighted and enthusiastic *
"Excellent” that is just what X think * but that would be
Utopia! "No', saild Dr. M* such a society already exists

in which both good and bad are obliged by law to go before
the Tribunal of Justice*

It already exists in the Catholic Church Ut,.to
Tribunal, of Conf1l alfitd
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It is litere&lblé to iso the my this modern world enocse«

Its governors* lu- mt'&zy other department of lifo T2Csidos
®fwOAsotit» Hiere i@ a «paalal prenaratién* * the Uvjfdt»
the acetor* the shipbuilder* the carpentos* « «ti aro presare*
for th@\r rast for many' fw i* Sut » la this Democratic
world * the ebete© of governor is nMmé® by thé g» iterant
memes Wwh© have ne prosaratien for mffing that bind of
judgment* It wes as if a ;-roxp £ porsene wont' mit Into the
street and said "wo wilt tip# the third orami wo matt and
make hlia Primo Minister"#
How different gftumid It he >®a hn# different ,88 it la the
Churehk¢

another i % the eanveraatlon temed on the question of hew
In the modem world those persons are elected to whoa™ fTda
power of Oovemaeot " headed 02w, }
OhO© wont on to doaoribo the sort of preparation that has
been as ser# through by almost everyone who is « 1n a high
position of auguri $ In the Church* a© for Instanos Bishop
or Cardinal*
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1* Xott have the village Cure who lives iIn intimate touch

with the common people and knows each individual their

problems, their sufferings» hopes, fears and difficulties*

fh mm . ] e _.m . A

The first thing Is that the future governor must get to

know the people*

2* IT the Cure does well an&™hows promose h® Is promoted

to be the Rector of a bigger parish #

a wider area* Here he now comes across more dder and more

different problems? more varied groups and social movements?

and many executive problem© calling for prompt and iIndep«*
endent Judgment#

3* IT he does very well on this level he iIs made a. Bishop

and responsible for a whole diocese*

4* Then 1f he continues distinguishing himself - he may be

made a cardinal*

5* Then with a sort of modified Democracy * the Cardinals
choose the Pope* (They are) They have real knowledge of
the problems of government# and therefore choose quite
different from ignorant masses who have had no such
long experience*

Tn londort nr. Present there i1s great confusion because thsrs

those who govern have had no such long experience and do not

hesitate to make a shoemaker# or coal miner, Cabinet minister

or Prime Minister or President*

The IndlYldual.._Tomai

ICou cannot have real loyalty to those who rule unless the

individual feels that he individually coubts and is cared for
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personally by the HUlers,

in the Church the Individual knows that the Government
really exists for hia benefit and that ultimately iIn the ag®
of the Church it is the individual sould which is counted of
infinite value.

The Comuni ata understand ...this In their own way? and delib-
erately set to work first of all with their "cells* upon
individuals. Trying to make each of them feel that the
Communists are genuinely interested iIn their own# individual
problems and difficulties. (See article in the Communist work
in U.S* A,» espirer amongst the In Salem district of
New York), In this way they arouse an individual loyalty

and enthusiasm to the Communist mowement comparable to a
religious devotion.

OLD t -STAHSNT atip SEW TESTAMENT PI3?i3*S,,TtQ3[

In general apart from the first two the "fen Commandenerats
are all negative, Thou shalt not * Mario once Ssaid 'Good"
I dont steal | dont murder anyone 1 dont want an other can®s
wife (one Is more than enough for me*) etcr, and then folded
hi - hands and said “Good"™ now what do I do? or am | a saint
already, 9

This shows that the Jewish dispensation was Incomplete -
it had no finality = no end - no ak aim - wasn’t leading to
perfection*

Then comes Christ — and what i1s the finality? and

purpose?



A Kingdom e the setting up of a Universal Kingdom which
should extend over the whole earth * something possltive

and end to be reached*

This Kingdom - the Church * Is The Work of the Holy Spirit

a creation which goes on through the scant centuries*

Chaute and organization.

The great thing aboutthe Church i1s the Organization*
An i1ndividual act of charity Is good « but It ends iIn itself
but an organization iIs a mighty thing and does far more*
Also has far greater possibilities, Christ was the greatest
organizer* and the problems of the Church were largely prob-
lems of organization* Shis organization was carried on by
the _Holy Spirit * through individuals who were lurely
unconscious of what they were building up*
THS KIPJL-; .'G53.

“Were a model society - even the Kings took their crowns
-off and laid them at the feet of the Topet It was one civil-
lsation a unity, This was the model of the cosmic society*
What the Church has done from the beginning and through the
centuries out of charity Society Is coming to do out of
necessity* Ulus* care for the poor, now we are seeing The

Welfare States coming Into existence and doing what the Church

has always dona for the poor
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Franois de Sales andfftdame d© Chantale and thei*

great work - This has set the pace and shown long

Similarly in India the coming of the Christian Civil«*
lzation shamed the Indians into starting hospitals and
creches, - (not giving up the custom of burning their
widows.

To take another example-*;

How we have Mia MHals.teg of ACT-lanlHUM stO-* “ a
great agricultural worries undertaken
but It was the monks who first showed the way * ordained
the fins and introduced agriculture and so forth*

It was
not so with Education. It was the -

THS COSMIC T..3R.

From time to time there has been a tendency amongst some
Catholics to be taken up too exclusively with the worth of
saving individual souls - and preparing them for Paradise -
and letting this world <€0hang*

But pow the Ciyifeh should alno 1mUIW WAP§ °Qaalf
T,.. K . Indeed she has the greatest part to play in the Cosmic
Harmony - She is the brain and nervous system of the whole
world organism,

The Present Pone has realty this more than anY PtfogE*
s mew WQRK FOR THE CHURCH..

From her Uncle Professor Stoppanl K* got this i1dea of the

working together of all forces, 1norganic and organic,
great world harmony -

in a
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but he did not bring Man Into it except as a wondering and
reverent Spectator# What was the good of havingdthis wonder-
ful cosmic drama and no one there to witness Iigapplaud
nge man the spectator J! But Kg has gone further than her
famous unclej” Like Puck mankind can now say ‘“What a play
turned* 1*11 be actor as well as auditor#*1 And so It is:
»at Man hes...a.,cosmic Mission. The Individual is not her©
simply for his own sake = (as a preparation for eternity)
but to co-operate in this great dosmlc Task#

Thy Kingdom come oq earth as It Is In Heaven™” Thy
will be done on earth as i1t Is In heaven,**
A NSM tha: @ Tiv.amTIMCTS*

Hits great Cosmic Creation which Cod has brought about
IS not being made directly by Him but by his m.agents*

This Cosmic Drama has been going on from the beginning
In various acts-:
1* Hie Creation of the world#
2#  Geological Periods#
3* Creation of Plants and Animals*
The i1nstincts are the means by which the plants are made
to m do God’s will* Unconsciously of cause* These Instincts
such as self Preservation - Food - Sex etc* - urge on the
species to accomplish their particular takks. Each has Its
Cosmic Task which contributes to the general harmony*

But with Man It is Different* Being self-conscious he can

consciously co-operate* Hence the meaning of Prayer by

which he can learn the will of God,



mia ff.meglHangea>§iFISaal&IEgaB3() - M & - 'QM.Ja.bh.J&SL
%"‘[Uﬁamjac_ eneg« lea which

are now Inmhls._h”s,* _tQ...Mke .or jr~r Whflla#.PXM*
He has now these Immense possibilities by which he can

carry out this Cosmic Task*

(g* loth)

The desire to witness a miracle Isa desire for a
vulgar «*("'4n adulterous generation that seeketh a
sign and no sign will be given saveth that of the prophet
Jonah) 411 religions have their "miracles” » their wonders
eg* the Indians with their gures and Fakin etc., (walking on
red stones etc*,)
Il mlreolo- Iho. .one .great .mimele., of..Chrlat.-la.Jhe ,,form&dfin
of the Church, Ho other religion has anything remotely
corresponding to it. It is the evidence of a'"$aprenaa
Divine” (a divine wisdom)

She Church i1s a society » it is the Mirror of the
Future Society on Earth - St un specehio”™ - something prophetic
of what world society will someday be*
(The great miracle is the Resurrection * which made possible
the Church)
OH KSLIGIOU, ORD3R3.

The Church Is eminently practical* Th& Religious Orders

do seething, accomplish great works into the(“campo practicalel)
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In constrast with th© B* Montes who singly contemplate and do
nothing hut look onwards#

Religious Orders arise at a Sensitive Period in society# Hiey
create th© organ * as thO function creates thO organists In
exlcutlon - and this arouses In society# For example St#

Fr# de Sales and !&ndo d© Charatelle hospitals
for thO sick and so gave an example to the world*

But more than this# It was and when the s*ek were kept
together and cared for In hospitals for a cosiderahl© period
of time that a sacrifice became possible# The Hew Religious
mOrder bursts forth » as 1t were * with a tremendous Impetus
(the Franciscans and Dominicans spreading over Eurooe iIn a
generation)

Religious Order confined with a rfoohinfs

In former times work on the land was don®© simply by
hand and by individuals* How the work is done by machines which
are able to accomplish as much as a great number of individuals
So the Religious Order as compared with the individual 1is
like a machinej and is able to accomplish much more# and
in a shorter time#

Th© world sees and copies the ideas of the Religious
Orders» and so their aim does not stop with them#

Education first began in the monastries and iIs now general#
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In India still all the sick are cared for separately, fThelr
are no hospitals except for a few for th©O Americans and
English etc., 3*~ * complained to me of the poor and
desparate state of children iIn India.

Right from the beginning of her work M, considered the
possibility of their coming iInto existence a new religions
order to spread the new conception of the power of childhood
as a constructive factor in building up a new world,

The Senna the aim of this now order would be the
elevation of Humanity - building a new society through the creat-
ive power of the child* (the -----—- mind and so forth)

the need for such an Order Is urgent - she continued 1
have thought and given diplomas for 40 years and yet nothing
really great has been done.

But the world is ready for this new movement - this new
Idea.

The Contrast, Release of Energies in Nature - Atomic
Energies. Release of Energies in the Child * dreatlve Energies.
Per or .Against the ChttSSfo»

One who Is not In the Church regard i1t iIn a dispassionate

and operative manner* 1 see i1t as one religion against many

and it differs from all others in that It has this living
organisation and power - because it iIs the creation of the
Holy Spirit.

figyst people who are outside the Catholic Church are
against It * combat 1t eg* Protestants and Communists,

but that Is not so with me. 1 see Its unique value iIn



In society quite calmly and dispassionately*

I say a ain this is the vital thing about the Church *
Its organization* The individual can do nothing but the
church acts fruitfully because i1t iIs organised. But this
formation and this New Religious Order Is for others to do*

“1 am finished *my work Is done,”
But the Holy Spirit works and creates In the Church

through its ministers subconsciously,
1 said that Grace works through the Subconscious *

which is a strange recepreal in which all sorts of strange

things congregate*

2 be an our conversation one day by mentioning that in
the village Mass this morning at the end suddenly an old man
appeared on the *stage* before the alia with a coat hanger
upon which deftly put the Priest*s cope. Then | told what
a business i1t was this local village funeral * lasting 2 days
with 2 great meals * lunch the first day » breakfast the
second day* She said 1t wa more expensive to die than to
Ihto# - and that "they * we waiting for the

Resurrection™ '’

THE STORS ,0? CONF.JX) gSB .*SIEE*

he got on to talking about the Saints and Cannonlzatlonj
and :-* said that there were a tremendous lot of Saints being
made these days* "A sort of Reclan''.* “a advertisement for
the Church,

/C=



This led her al to toll a most iInteresting story from
her experience,
item 1 1 was making fun of this business of making Saints?
and took as an example the care of Clntad - Ferrante, He
was ’juot an ordinary man'" - a good man - and a lawyer iIn
Padua X think» Very pious and all that and used to go to
Mass everyday. But X Insisted quelle non ha Fatto nlento -
mentej So we make a Saint of them except to show how stupid
other people are,
item 2. When X was in India 1 was flying with Mario to Ceylon

Jdiv

give a Conference there, 1 was taken by plane, Mario
telegraphed to Colombo to get these interested to cancel her
appointment and have doctors and ambulance In attendance,
I arrived In Colombo and there was a group of people ready
to xxsstBrv/me, X was taken at once to a hotel, doctored
and was put to bed * and not to be disturbed,
item 5, Suddenly 1 was aware that this same person * whose
very name | had forgotten * was there a In the room with me -
3S a presence* 1 felt as though he were over there In the
comer# X was quite certain he was there, and quite astonished
because X had no interest In him whatever -was not thinking
of him - and hi1 forgottan ktes his name, X felt timid. Hot
so timid however as to what to say to this visitor, '&o away
please | do not wish to be disturbed by any one until to-
morrow# Then you can say what you wan to 1 can*t say anything

or see anyone until to-morrow*
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Item The next morning came a ringing at my door In the
hotel and a telegram was shoved under the door (although strict
orders had been given not to disturb me) It was from the
Italian Government promising 2 million Lire for tne Congress,

1 was strictly stuplfled and at once carried It with the
visitation of the night before.

Item % The Italian Government had promised to give

2 million lire to help on with the organisation and expenses
generally. But though they had more or less agreed to give

us the money 1t was not forthcoming and we were iIn great
straight-# .

Tt . (Kt At this time wO were In great anxiety about

tne Congress in fcarlno. The Itaxing Government had had

bach and the money it had more or leas agreed to pay was not
forthconing«. We were iIn great spirits to Imow what to

decide about iIt*

o, The Congress in San Marino was a most amazing
success beyond all expectation* Everything happened as
though an unseen benefactor was putting the strings. All

sorts of great people came In » Cardinals Included - who

were most friendly, |1 could not help thinking 1t was this
Blessed Clntade Ferrant®© 1 was so Impressed by
all this that 1 wrote to Hev, K* Foundress of the

order whether it would be alright to have a saint as the

President of a Montessori Congress*



no reply* 1 am sure the good Mother must have thought eilther
I was mad or Joking*
I asked to have a photo of this saint: but no one seemed
the least Interested* At" last a friend of mine found one and
sent It* m-t
And now when things are going badly - eg* ltaly or
Holland In M* Movement ¢ we say What Is C* Ferrante doing?
wBisagno honorto” * And most of this was meant really
seriously*

Item 8« It 1s laa* t«weusua] for a saint to come and do a
Grace (‘'grazin *) to someone who has not previously prayed
for It But It was so iIn this case for the first timet So
he must have thought there was something Important In the
Montessorl Movement™

In fact Cintado Ferrante®s ldea of Justice was an original
one and very more IIk©O mine and most In accord with r§/ idea
of the Cosmic Plan* She mentioned the case of an Italaln
Peasant who said "I have lived for 50 years and have had nothing
to do with la Justloea” (Justice) - as though the foam may
mean the law-courts for criminals and not a positive thing In
Itselt™ (Cbccept N p/Justice exceed that of the scribes and
pharasles you shall not enter the Kingdon of Heaven)

Montessorl seemed quite pie sed with the idea of putting

O*F* as the Patron Saint Of the Method*
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She keeps referring **=* to 1t. end linking everything

up with 1t. %. This Perron e Saint and hla 1d a of Justice.

Tiff» toiSS “'t. CnaralftalUx»

Did you even hear ay ldea of the fIMfiltHIF <¥ *aas Is
THI"Qrs0 and 11»0 limitations™

®

»- 1 sroalLOm e«— flr8t for 3 tlme * to

bring about a new generation - the new family - and than

It disappears. Just the making season and no more.

It 1s given for a Cassis fluraaaa - i1t preserve» the
particular species«

I,.ve Similarly Is given just as much and for as

r e/s*“ needed. The animal i1e filled with an Intenee

lo,,e of Its of spring - win even saerlflce 1 s own life

for t1V (el 1»1« and her puppies!) But when they are grown

up this w » «* Mother “arSB “Ot 3 10t

for 1ts of -spring than for any others. Even turns them out.

But the Point to be remembered ie that love is something

given £« 1 sumos* * to help the individual carry on a

Cosmic *aek. - and (goal) woe to any one who does not make

use of It - or any epeciee which does not for 1t“wlll lead

to disaster. (Tills reminds one of Sopopenhausr-a

Mataohorlck of LovO)

It 1S the same with -

Z0



¥0 see that all specie® are endowed with a very brilliant
but very limited Intelligence - not a conscious one * but
belonging to the specie# * Thus take the case of
IT It 1s damp It makes 2 layers of covering with an air-space
In between* (what man discovered millions of years after).
Again the butterfly which ays the eggsn M 1 the leaf, so as
not to be destroyed by the rain, Infinite and ini inltely
interesting are these flashes of iIntelligence onjfatttre*

(1 told her of the book 1 was making

picture A* B* Parachute

- A, B* =
Au«* 15th .

Looked at purely objectively the Catholic Churoh Is the
most wonderful institution in the world, | could write a
defence of It - better than the Phlissfc In It* It Is the
Mirror of the world to come. It has everything society needs
In advance.

Speaking again of «Justice - she remarks that in the
world the Tribunals seek out the criminals and the bad things
that are done* So the whole attention of the world is
on evil iIn crime* They even write the public to come and
see how justice is carried out* The papers are full of Crimes;
the journalists run to support them, to photograph everything
connected with them, The Cinema displaying them - so that

even the children study them and copy them, and so we get

increasing juvenile delinquency, So 1t is evil erase, crese,

o4



erase, grows# grows and grows*

oOn the contrary the Church has a Tribunal for studying
and judging not what Is evil# but what is good* & UIS
tribunal before which thftjSaints mre brought In QEdsr,.tQmSEE
IfT they are saints, (Sven to the (~vocation bluboll) A
In this way the, attention QvnfiflPI9 |ajMMttffat IS ftkKMaJlfl
good actors and.good characters. Indeed the whole cult
of the Saints varies In this direction - Protestants and
others outside th© Church pooh pooh! the idea of the Saints
and criticise the whole cult * but they simply don’t under-»
stand*

THE rUXIT.Y Qg THE CHURCH*,

When | was In India at Kodackanal there was ag Swedish
lady - a missionary « who took ny course and the lectures on
the Catholic Church* She came fe to nme and said that we
Protestants had missed many things out*

Protestants & without understanding - criticise the
luxury of the Church - the large amount of money spent on
them and their appert{inanees, But | feed told her alii A IS
luxury wan fQg.-.ths .Bfiffalfl*

Supposing there was a great palace and a number of
high personages# marvellously dressed, how people would regard
it as a favour to be allowed in to see it all, But that is
exactly what happens in the Church. There we see the most

wonderful vestments.* (Also manners and deportment),
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There 1s to be a wonderful concert and the best musicl

and only the r'eh can buy tickets 4 but here in the Church
they get it for nothing* In the museuns you see wonderful
collections of statues* paintings, and jewels and you have
to pay an entrance fee —but in the Church all this can be
seen and enjoyed by the poor - and idts all for nothing*
(e.f. The Taxi driver in Communistic Barcelona* “They
have taken everything from us by closing the Churches -

the only thing left for-us are the Bull- fights!)

It is often complained against the Catholic Church
that It has come between Man and Bod by introducing the
Priest - cf. Confession* my eanH you confess to Bod?
(1 out here that we can, do and must confess to
Bod = but we must also ;0 to the Sacrament of Confession.)
She ft said - If you are hungry - you cannot take fruit at
the nearest tree - it belongs to a man who cultivates it -
ditto If you are cold you cannot slay the nearest sheep and
take its wool* So,as society progresses, we find we are nalt
In Immediate contact with Mature (which Is Bod s creation)
but her gifts are mediated to us by Man,

Protestants and people like the Quakers are like people
who “go back to Nature” - and live half-naked like savages

in the wood,
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Vihat Is to be remembered however In this comparison la

that the institutions created by the Church T9

ipRtitutim but create,Tr 2db
I defend the Church with a sort of Raglonl Mystica, *

a mystical reasoning*
It would be a good thing to write a defence of the Church

from this point of view*

(Higher from of Justice Science,
Hospitals History™*
Education Drama,
Art-- Slavery*)
Msic Equality)
Philosophy

Freedont etc*

KST.NTISK* REWim~AA . pgote

ME «
Protestantism is a religion of a book, the author Is a book

whereas Christ said there were many more things he had to
Teach His Disciples# and promised to send the Holy Spirit,
the Paracllte’which will guide you into all truth and bring

to mind the things | have taught you.” He told themjff
fact to. wait fnv the coming of V*G,MY 3t*rtt ard
tha i1iigiMm a,



It was not a book on the of 1t that fluttered over

their heads * but tongues of flame - a living sign Gome Holy

Spirit and fill the Hearts of the faithful and kindle In them
the Spirit of thy m m" ~ not a book*
CREATOR OF SIRITS.«.

And so the Holy Spirit is the Creator in the Church, It

is the Holy Spirit * working through ssS® countless unconscious

individuals which has created the Church - indicating the Lit-

urgy s guides i~continually <& a Living Authority and Guide

not a dead book, Hence*the LivingVoice of the Church.

TWO -AMMUHCIATIQ a.

It «<as the Holy Spirit who overshadowed the virgin Mary

and created the Christ In her - Holy Spirit shall over-

shadow Thee -
And sImilary the coming of the Holy Spirit- fa , anlotmoe”

before hand by Christ - and again the
The Church the mystical body of Christ - *he oomiWS of the
Paraclete*

. H THE QHHiicH JAND MON rESSOrft«
nnalABum
Pr. Taoctlu ventun was once very Interested In the various

similarities or paralles between the Church and the Montessorl

Method, When 1 lectured In Paris once on Discipline some

priests came UP to me and remarked how stran -e It was that the

children showed as It were the laws of the Spiritual life.
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Mran ny |A RELIGIOUS QRUES.

I said* what wO need iIs a group a society of people to carry
on the work of the method - disciplined and full of charity
and not always quarelling with one another like x and y and

z etc* “Wfes” she replied . £is> g1, Xi1QIQ WJr feg RfllAftlaaft:
yOs, what is needed is a Religious Order,
mi» MB*

It was a beautiful day and w© imigrated from the
into the sunshine« 1 told her 1 had now to get St* Thomas
Aquino. by G,K,C, She hsk said I am not specially interested
In philosophy and my mind does dnot work in that way* It
IS too high 1 cannot understand It, What 1 am interested
in Is facts ¢ my mind worries least iIn this sphere of facts.

We-got into the Cosmic Plan again, Yes, that is the
important thing. | will tell you again (You dont know any-
thing about i1t 1 tu ne sal nente 1) Everything that lives
them on this earth has there 3 iImportant aspects »*

1, It works and lives and shufgles for Itself for its

own life 1ts own existence,

2, But at the same time everything Is also out a "Cosmic
Purpose” - doing its own task - which i1s for the good of the
whole. There is the same principle In Ecology, There’s the
Bees for instance. They go to the flowers solely with their
own end In view - to get honey. But at the same time,
without knowing It, they cause the fertilization of the

flowers they visit* Look at the lama, nothing gives them

mors, Jos than to eat the soil continuously, 'here they live
in the nark, under the ground eating earth
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whole day. They do it for their own Interest but at the
same time by accomplishing a great work - that of preparing
the soil for cultivation - as Darwon so well showed.

Other animals eat dead bodies* by preference when they
could, eat far nice things - others here on excrements: and
so purify the world* Than we have the corals etc*

(1 fetched a god fly off her sleeve * and minded what was
Its cosmic mission* Yes she said things may so wrong her and
then 1In the details but on the whole the general plan is
undesirable. Yea we men can go wrong - far more wrong than
the Insects*1) %o

LealJ™quel padre Elurle eru tHntesse non po tascara
reposau un po* - (Bon*t bring him into everything.)

MCM3 U.KQIL1-RE.

the great individual effort & all this work on the part
of the Individual for himself and i1s the problem of
Food, Eating* 1 often thought to write a book on ™Dent!"
Teck and what they signify! It Is al a struggle for food,
and supnosing the things in nature the martyrs and the
carols for instance took i1t upon themselves to fast for the
good fof their souls the whole cosmic w uld get upset! This
Idea of the importance of eating - of Food - is
and carried right up into the spiritual life* and iIs seen
in the llhcharlat - Dally Bread,

X am not interested in how these Instincts work or hem
the Absorbent Mind works in the small child absorbing,

Grammatical forms even - though for me the fact that "t i1s 0.



g 32-

we can always fall back on the on the.Padre stomo as we
generally do: but we aughtnH to drag Him into everything!
THE D .13 IE3 AT OUR F3SFT )

The daisies In the lawn they are living their life#
but how beautiful” they are. This Beauty Is also a part of
this Cosmic %g%?#

What Is the® Scapo Cocmlco - on itself I don’t know -
but certainly m.in has too his Cosmic Mission* To build
the eupor-nature to co-operate untpll™J.gently with &od —
hence the meaning of prayer*

1 mentioned the idea that some people say that this
world will be the basis of Heaven, and said X don’t know,
But I could Imagine the world made very beautiful - so
that looking down upon i1t from an aeroplane - as we look
down on this flower studded grass * one could see the earth
Oyd© beautiful houses - each one a monument of art - Mas — =
made as beautiful in shells. And in the rooms would be
beautiful works of art,

THE DAlby tFH

Referring to the i1dea of the necessity for everyone to
wash psysically everyday she said everyone should be the
same spiritually v as the Church suggests. (Daily prayers*

Mass Examination of Conscience)

Especially 1 have In mind these people who judge others



This Catholic Church Is creating a phenomenon that on®©
simply cannot deny* It iIs something which should be studied
objectively# It has many characteristics which should be stud-
ied - but people don’t realize how*t wonderful an institution
iIs, What people are trying to find out after 2000 years it
has known from the .healnnlIns™ -People now In this atomic era
are still miles and miles behind - and do not begin to under-
stand what the church knows* -

IT 1 was a Governor of a Kingdom I would make a special
study of the way the Church governs to learn from it*

In my Method I learned many things from the pra”~UfiS of
the Church,

I am now discussing such things as consubstanttally
of the 3 Persons in the Holy Trinity* | am looking at the
Church as a Practical Concern, One should learn from It how
to govern#

there are iIn 1t an infinity of particulars which are
worthy of our study,-

The 1dea of Communism - was there at the beginning and
Is still living in the Church but 3pez nlo (broken up) and
found 1n the various Religious Orders#

These Religious Orders which 1 have confined to
Meet are not an only strong as are machines (like the
Humming Machines they had for knocking down works in Med-

ieval Times)
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but are immortal* Hiey litre on century after cattury - sea
Benedictines and Bernadettes#

fe see civilisation is built on Machines and so it Is
In this higher series#
gOKgOUHD. WITH QTHIR RELIGIONS

Other religions - as Buddiasm et97 * had working philos-
ophers and so forth but their civilisation did not progress?
the people remained without decent houses, but from the

Church went out a new form of civ"lizatlon#
] < .. - 11
JUD&ME PS CHITALE 1

% have always been impressed with the work of Mme* deé
Chantale. She began with a love for the poor but the force
was so great that It gathered together other women and so
they founded hospitals etc#

Working together (the Machine) and the movement spread out
with an iInsistable force# Man is essentially a social being.
So we see iIn the

aong.nat...yet exist - a Mirror of the Future, rejecting the
forms that Society will eventually take up,

THE CHURCH . STOP! FOE illE FUTURE.

As iIn the past people discerned and attached and dest-
royed the savage races they met with - but now find them of
value and study them to find out how social customes argsni

originated -so people iInstead of trying to the



Church will try to sturdy It with seriousness to beseems
In It the germs of later social development.
tHe ES.UAL1SX OF ,IX,L MSI

®1at the Church has taught from the beginning that all
mm are equal in value * INn faefc amongst the first Christians
a great number were slaves - who felt a new

Sven the Pope i1n spite of his Infallibility has to go
to Confession like any other man, and this preserves the
equality of all men In the eyes of God - all of infinite
value*

Cardinal Pizsardo * head of the Congregation of
Instruction « was very stem on the method and when 1 came
back from India paid me the great compliment of going
to visit me at my hotel 1n Rome. He was my

in the
Idea of the Absorbent Mind* and sut Xfe C™irif JFAFS&

r&nftl an! but 1 could not agree with him* It Is evident

the absorbent mind * works no less amongst Pagans who have

not been baptised at all. He was v* cross with me and If

Sr. Jincoml had anything to do with me would excommunicate

her almostl



The World- In a Thousand Xsara ,SsfrAafl.

Ape these others with their planes and Atlantic Pacts
and Unescos a 1000 years behind ~ they simply are not In the
same category.

THE .ag”™n.QH.."aMKgaC

The CHc# IS the only real and true democracy. Sing the
uneducated Masses * and criminals etc* — the power to act as
they do now IS the most absurd- arrangement. Instead look at
the way the C* C* does It. First you must learn to know the
people intimately and 1Aiw their needs.

SO.-

1. The Cure In the village * who does all the spade-work,

knows the Individuals their hopes and fears and cares etc.

2. The Rector - — —— —

3* Bishop - who now has a wider scope comes iInto contact
with Patlters.

4. The Cardinals who rule the great pillars of the Church
in all lands*

5. It 1s there people who have had all this training and
experience - built right up for the people - who y&ls.
And it Is a Real Democracy because the man they chose
may have been a postman, peasant or Prime.

Protestants are outside all this - they are miles away,

They are like those Scrimme and the animals In an old fable

who are straining Ineffectually forward to — — Into human

beings.



ms fimsdke In the ditttstil»

This Is really wonderful* the criminal before the law
remains a criminal * loses his human dignity™» is branded by
the society* But not so in the Church - who pardons and
brings them back to 11O and dignity (Eg* Mary Magdellne)
Only now after 2000 years Is society beginning to treat the
criminals as beings with human dignity and Infinite possibll»
Itles*

Thousands of years hence < people will study the History of

the Church to see how these things originated because All these
thing® In the Church were there from the very beginning, (CF,
Newman)

MINISTRY QF IHgQRM, 11Qa

IlIhe ~~now find itessentlal to have and an
organization to keep i1t informed of what Is going on In Its
own state and the world* But the Church has had the best

information the most perfect the world has ever

known* 1t knows everything* * If there is a new heresy forming
In another plan or the death of priests»lt is Informed and
knows all about It*
cft* Hewman and the
seeing by Imitation and preparing a century or two In advance
for what Is to com© and meeting It In ;dvance*
THE CHURCH IS 3UPSB > IhblYIDIUL

It has a Divine Saprenza and goes on and carries out Its

work perfectly and even In spite of the Individuals In i1t#



His Priest or Bishop say have neglected their duties, hut
no matter - the plan is carried out* The individuals carry
out the plan unconsciously.

INDIA*

I went among the Theosphists to give a Course » but not
as a Theosiphlot* I never had the least interest In their
Ideas - except as an Sxtravaaganza - a ohenomen to be observed
like anything else* +t was completely indifferent to the
movement* | did not live Inside theilr compartment but they
gave me a house outside the compartment. It w”~s an enormous
house * because it was surrounded by 100 — —---It had been
built by some great as his private residence*

It was situated by the sea shore standing alone - except
that not far away was a village,

When the was broke out we were iIn Vinagrare - up In
Wales - and we were arrested as Vatican citizens# The
English without further ado confined me to this house{the
Thelonged and the Thsoalphists and my course with them was
finished)* Mario was taken to a "‘concentration ca™™' So
here was 1 with one servant» shut up In this enormous palace -

guarded day and night soldiers armed with rifles * 1|



Yes we aught to put such pictures before children
Instead of these eternal pictures of Just a lamb, or a hen
etc*

Ems. How did this intelligence get into Nature?
M*  Ah. that I don’t know* God 1 suppose# "Phat Is whet we
always say when we don’t know the causes of things: we

Just say ""God\

Ems# 1 recalled the answers we give to children = which satis-
fies them -

Yes She said and 1t satisfies most adults also.

Here again her great point is that intelligence < consciously
used and adaptable in all directions - iIs also to be used for
a Cosmic Purpose - and not Just to enjoy ourselves

these are all gifts from God.

contacts of WffgrgitJanfifaff
1 referred to the interesting coming together (almost

contenders! Sof the liase and conscious memory in the
children remembering words to make with the sp al phabet

Similarly in the idea of the child* s goodness being
the order of the universe (We don’t say how good are the
stars <)

And that after that was the possibility of rising to a
different goodness which i1nvolved the conscience and the
possibility of falling morally.

That 1 suggested is where we Imprlnge upon the need OFf

Grace.



I fi

To my surprise she did not flare up* * but agreed* only
wO must 1solat”™blngs first and regard them separately -
We can put them together and understand their relationship*

In both these examples (Kneme and Discipline)* You
see we came Into the realm of this Cosmic Order*
Aug- Idth.

I have been thinking a lot of this question of the devel
opment of man from monkeys or similar beings and trying to
fit in your theory with Darwins*

let us leave Darwin aside for the moment and look at the
facts* The young In monkeys are very far advanced at birth*
I have seen a new bom monkey - still wet - run away from its
mother - looking this way and that - with"bright little eyes
so that the mother had In fact to stop it going away*

Now let us suppose that one of these monkey-children was
bom in a more dependant stete , A child new-bom In compar-
ison with the little monkey (sclmmittino) is like one half-
paralysed - It cannot sit up - ©annot even raise i1ts hand*
Now supposing* as the monkey adult grew more iIntelligent*
1ts young became more helpless* We could imagine the other
monkeys gathering around and saying - "Poor thing!” its
half-paralysed ! how sadj I hope it will get better | ete*”
So the more iIntelligent became the parents the more stupid
and imbecile would become the babies - a sort of just the
opposite of hereditary - a "reversed hereditary” (heredltaro

roveschio 1)



3E

The more iIntelligent the parents the less able were the
babies, and less competent than thelr ancestors as babies*
These babies would In fact become less and less adapted to the
environment and the life In 1t# They would not be able to
hang on to their mothers, or speak their language# or fend
for themselves, or run by themselves* They would become
biologically Inferior* This prolonged infancy Is then a new
thing - a special feature of man# Man had It from the beginning 4
and it is a new step - a Jump - a new thing altogether In
evolution* One cannot imagine it coming slowly according to
Darwins idea*

Darwins theory# and those of his followers were based
on certain similarities In the Cranium - but they forgot the
child and i1ts nature - its behaviour which Is just as impor-
tant - more so - their similarities of construction* How
could this prolonged Infancy come with spontaneous variations
etc*

Instinct | BehavW~. Fixed.. ftittrvoe I i), , caftfiifia

The animals are fixed in their hehavlour* What they
will do when they grow up# is always the same within certain
limits. There Is a spark of intelligence iIn each species -
but unconscious - which teaches the bird to build its nest,
the bee i1ts cell and so forth. But the behaviour is fixed*
Hence their "Infant” can grow up quickly - he has not much to

learn and It Is given him through his instinct.



vM

But ewith mas It is different * He Is not fixed In his
behaviour » he i1s infinitely adaptive =« can live in any part
of the planet, move iIn land, sea, air and under the water™
Vistda sEatel gl 8asssaa

And this capability of Progress Is linked up with this
long infancy and its power to absorb the new and progressing
civilization*
fiess; Hele,

This ’poor man* bom without Instincts, was in a way
worse off than the animals# By iInstinct the animal chooses
the food and keeps to It* But the man was omnivorous* He
would eat this and that and have Haim to learn by experience
that these things were good and those —-—— * And so an
experience was built up * a conscious social experience built
up and held by memory and custom according to each tribe and
race and climate and civilisation. Also language was built
up and extended and developed, But all this was not inherited,
passed on like an instinct - like the Instinct of the bee
to suck honey i1n flowers* the tiger to hunt, the bird to build
an i1nvarying kind of nest.

How was i1t to be passed on? This language so carefully
built up generation after generation, how were these gains
to be capitalized* It could not be through hereditary » as
It differed in different parts of the world, It was through
the absorbent mind of this child in this mysteriously prolonged

infancy.



This Is the function of human infancy - to absorb and
pass on the civilisation of Its group*

It i1s true that In a very complicated civilization It
takes longer for the new generation to take It all In, and
come abrest with i1t - {ef* European civilization with Terra
Del Fuego,) But this does not mean that - for that reason
the absorbent power of the Terra Del Fuego Infant is less
developed to correspond to a more primitive culture* The

.This
Indicates that i1t Is something which belongs to 1aan] as ran
a universal potentiality - not evolved, but their right from
the beginning* There Is no indication that there are babies
with a only half™* developed power of absorbing, corresponding
to a half«'developed culture * as would be the case of this
faculty had been evolved*

Further there is no evidence that with babies of very
primitive tribes the Infancy Is less prolonged, because there
Is less to absorb* It Is the same In all. There Is the
same Time-table - set up atjso and soj speak first words (nhamje)
and so and go* It is the same in all,

Dunique (therefore) this Is a universal trait in man, and
Is far more Important biologically speaking than that he has
a COCCyX.

To rRO back to Darwin.
Supposing you say that - as a 'sport” - same of these

primitive men became more Intelligent, The result would be



that th© intelligent ones would tend to survive*
But> even supposing a more Intelligent species X3& evolve
in this way ~ only on earth should It alter the nature of their
offspring? Infact - 1f anything - their offspring would be
bom more "svelto”, more intelligent and alert <cf acquired
characters are inherited) rather than less so? just as "'puppies”
are bom more intelligent In certain Intelligent breeds (Absation
than others» or their churc
So that brings to the Third Point in which men differ
from animals*
Mans Keans of Defence*
Animals are bom with various means of attack and defence -
the tigers claws, and the fangs Ote* Kan is bom naked and
in his own ps sical nature defenceless* How does he survive?
Everyone says - Bv.hia intelligence« But 1 say no, It
is not so simple* Place a very intelligent person such as
Dante (Aliglurl) , or Aristotle i1n front of an angry Salve
toothed tiger and see what his wonderful Intelligence will dol
Let us go back to the Primitive Man and see what really
did happen* Here are a roup of individual men *with hands
free feet free. They confer together about this common danger
the tiger. One says he comes always
along a certain place to drink, Good
we will dig a pit and cover it over.
The Tiger falls in and they kill him
together* So we see. First language

joining all their heads together*



Second they put their heads together and pool their experience

and intelligence. It Is a collective intelligence which saves

them Q)
Man*a Intelligence does not exist by itself* It is a
social function (of Social Law In the Spiritual World P. Jones)

So Man la something completely different from the animals.
He Is a new thing - biologically speaking and not an evolution
Shis* This should be pleasing to the Catholic Theologians
Cardinals etc*

They don’t see It that wayj they see it by as a matter

of revelation in the Bible.

Ems* Still 1t Is a coming together of and inter-confirmation

of Truth as coming in two completely different sources.
(@ Propose of this fact that man’s intelligence doos not exist
by itself - Paple - Preusa = says -

A Hypostasis is an Individual substance, separate and distinct

from all other substances of the same Hind possessing itself,

attributes and energies - which one In t)



IMBIVCH =
'IT-ECHLEFENS I\@L
LECTURE BY DR. MARIA

MONTESSORI.

Dr. Maria Montessori gave the third
and last of her lectures on Religious
Education at The Cathedral Hall, West-
minster, on July 10. The Rt. Rev.
Bishop Browne of Pella presided, and
about Z[Dpeople were present. ’

Dr. Montessori said that the time
during Mass was certainly not the time
to give the child instruction and ex-
planation.
during the Mass, the child should be
left to himself to concentrate on the
great Mystery as far as his intelligence
and development enabled him to do so.

The lecturer then proceeded to de-
scribe a new form of Missal which she
has devised specially for children. This
Missal is so constructed that it calls
into play the activity of the child in
various original ways. It is, in fact,
necessary for the child to prepare his
Missal before going to Mass.

Amongst the special features of the
Children's Missal one of the most
striking is this—that the Propers for
each Sunday are not kept in the Mis-
sal. but separately in a special folio,
and have to be inserted in blank pages
in the Book of the Ordinary. Every
Sunday morning, or better still on the
day previous, the child has to find the
right Propers and insert them—by
means of coloured ribbons—in his own
Missal. This involves for the child,
every week, an easy but fascinating
and highly instructive research in the
Liturgical Year; and Dr. Montessori
has invented a special kind of Litur-
gical Calendar to facilitate this work.

The various Propers have also their }

own particular features. -For instance,
the Epistle is actually printed in hand-
writing script in the form of a letter to
“ My dear Brethren,” and signed
by “ Poul” or “Peter,” etc.

Another charming feature of the Chil-
dren’s’ Missal—which also involves a
certain activity of the child—relates' to
the Commemoration of the Departed.
Before going to Mass the child writes
down on a prepared card the names of
those of his family, or friends, whom
he specially wishes to semember at
Mars, and inserts this slip into a blank,
space in his Missal in the prayer, “Me-J
mento etiam, Domine,” where
names are to be mentioned.
also for
Living.

the J
Similarly .
the Commemoration of the :

She supported the idea that, %
J

The Children’s Missal adheres strictly
to the Liturgical text. Its whole aim
and object is to help the child in tak-
ing a real part in the Mass without dis-
tractions. For this reason thaire are
no illustrations, for “the child sees be-
fore him the fact itself/’

The eecond part of Dr. Montessori's
lecture dealt with an explanation of
the Liturgical Year, and the beet means
of presenting to the child the different
Liturgical seacons and their significance.
Both these subjects are dealt with more
fully in booklets which will appear in
due course—to be called, respectively,
“ The Guide” (to the Children’s Mis-
sal). and “ The Life in Christ”—a study
of the Liturgical Year.

In proposing a vote of thanks to Dr.
Montessori, the Bishop of Pella said
that what had struck him most about:
the lecture was that Dr. Mantessori
always worked on the principle of)
making the child use his own mind, i

The child, in fact, was really teaching
himself and acquiring knowledge
through his own activity. This was

characteristic of the work in Montessori
schools in general. He had seen them
in action; the children were all work-
ing away busily, each at his own occu-
pation, ‘ like mechanics in a work-
shop.” His lordship said that educa-
tionists all over the world owed a
debt of gratitude to Dr. Montessori,
and Catholics in particular for the
skill and pains which she had put at
their disposal in preparing the subjects)
of these lectures—in helping the chil-
dren to take a real part in the most

solemn Sacrifice of the Altar. Catholi-
cism and the Mass stood or felll
together. He had just returned from

Ireland and had realised more stronglyl
than ever that it was the Mass which
had kept the faith alive in that coun-
try. In his own name, and the names
of all present, he proposed a hearty
vote of thanks.

In replying to his lordship, the great;
Italian educationist paid a striking*
act of homage .nd loyalty to the
Church. She thanked the Bishop for
his presence there—itself a sign of his.
paternal love for his children—and
thanked him also on behalf of the chil-
dren and teachers. For, she said, she
knew well that even though she had *
worked for 20 years at this subject her
work would count for nothing until
responsible authorities in the Church
expressed their approval and gave it
their blessing.
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