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THE UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIANITY OF EUROPE

A Study in  C o n tra st between Europe and A s ia .

There is  a sayin g by S i r  O liv e r  Lodge th a t  "th e  l a s t  

th in g  a d eep -sea f i s h  would d is c o v e r  would be w a te r ."  He 

u ses  i t  in  con n ection  w ith  th e  d isco v e ry  o f  th e u n iv e r s a l 

medium -  th e o th er -  whose very  om nipresence makes i t  so 

hard  f o r  us r e a l i s e  i t s  e x is te n c e . The w e ll  known proverb 

" i t  i s  hard to  see th e wood f o r  the t r e e s ,"  and th e  p h rase , 

"What do th ey know o f England who only England know?" - 

th e se  embody a s im ila r  p r in c ip le ,  which i s  t h is  -  th a t  

to  become f u l l y  con scio u s o f an environment one must be 

a b le  in  some s o r t  o f way to  g e t  beyond it *

What i s  tru e  w ith  regard  to  n a t io n a l c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  

i s  even more s t r ik in g ly  so in  th e  case o f d i f f e r e n t  c i v ­

i l i z a t io n s *  I t  i s ,  we b e l ie v e  alm ost p r a c t i c a l l y  im p ossib le  

f o r  any one to  g e t a v iv id  r e a l is a t io n  o f  the e s s e n t ia l  

elem ents in  European c i v i l i z a t i o n  w ith ou t in  some way o r 

o th e r g e t t in g  o u ts id e  i t  -  i . e .  by l i v i n g ,  e it h e r  a c t u a lly  

o r in  im a gin a tio n , in  some w h o lly  a l ie n  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  as 

f o r  in sta n c e  th a t  o f A s ia .

I t  was th e  p re se n t w rite r*  s l o t  to  l i v e  f o r  a tim e 

in  the E ast -  as p r iv a t e  tu to r  -  and in  such a manner 

th a t  he was v e ry  la r g e ly  cu t o f f  from any European S o c ie ty .



A fte r  an in tim a te  co n ta c t w ith  Indian  s o c ia l  l i f e  , 

and an unusual op p o rtu n ity  o f o b serv in g  th e v a r io u s  c o n tra s ts  

between E ast and W est, th e re  g r a d u a lly ,  grew up and p resen ted  

i t s e l f  to  th e w r i t e r 's  mind one fundam ental and a l l  i n c l ­

u s iv e  d if fe r e n c e . I t  i s  n ot easy to  exp ress i t  in  one 

sen ten ce; b u t i f  th e attem pt had to  be made i t  would run 

something l i k e  t h is :  "The fundam ental d if fe r e n c e  between 

th e  C iv i l i z a t i o n  o f .t h e  form er has th e  C h r is t ia n  M iddle 

Ages behind i t ,  w h ile  th a t  o f th e  L a tte r  has n o t ."

By t h is  a s s e r t io n  o f cou rse  i t  i s  n ot meant th a t  th e 

E astern  ra c e s  d id  n o t e x i s t  throughout th e  Middle A ges, 

n o r does i t  deny them a h is t o r y  o f t h e ir  own d u rin g th a t  

tim e. I t  means ra th e r  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  in  speaking o f  "The 

M iddle A g e s", we r e f e r  to  a v e r y  d e f in i t e  in flu e n c e , 

unique o f i t s  kind — a " Z e it —G e is t"  i f  you l i k e  — n ot 

to  be found in  any o th e r  p a rt  o f the w orld .

W ithout p a r t ic u la r is in g  fu r th e r  we may say th a t  f o r  

a thousand y e a rs  th e s p i r i t  o f Europe was moulded by 

o rg an ised  C h r is t ia n it y .

When the I n d e n t  World broke up w ith  the f a l l  o f 

th e  Roman Empire and th e  o ld - e s ta b lis h e d  landmarks seemed 

to  be swept away by th e  in flo w in g  t id e  o f barbarism , th e  

C h r is t ia n  Church remained in t a c t .  I t  had gath ered  In to  

i t s e l f  a l l  th a t  was o f im p erish ab le  moral v a lu e  in  tlia t  

a n c ie n t ord er o f th in g s  -  th e p h ilosop h y o f G reece, from 

th e  r e l ig io n  o f th e  Jews and in  th e  ord er and u n ity  o f th e  

Roman Empire; and now, s a f e ly  s to re d  w ith in  i t s e l f ,  i t



c a r r ie d  th e se  p r ic e le s s  elem ents forw ard in to  th e age th a t  

was ju s t  begin n in g -  an age in  which i t  was to  b e  th e  dom­

in an t f a c t o r .

As th e  magnet has power to  draw towards i t s e l f  in  

a d e f in i t e  p a tte rn  th e lo o s e ly  s c a tte r e d  p a r t i c le s  o f ir o n , 

so th e  Church, a c t in g  on th e  d is o r d e r ly  elem ents th a t  

en tered  Europe from beyond th e Rhine and th e Danube, c re a te d  

a new o rd er and a new c i v i l i s a t i o n  which endured f o r  a 

thousand y e a r s .

The moulding in flu e n c e  o f th e Church during t h is  

p e rio d  was so stupendous, so com plete, so Ed en durin g, so 

om ni-present in  i t s  e f f e c t s  th a t  f o r  th e  most p a r t  we a re  

unconscious o f i t ;  nor can we ever p ro p e rly  r e a l i s e  i t  

u n t i l  we p ass beyond i t s  b o rd ers in to  a pagan w orld  which 

has n e v e r been under i t s  sway.

On go in g  out to  the E ast one does n ot a t  f i r s t  r e a l ­

is e  t h is  profound d if fe r e n c e ,  so d eep -rooted  in  th e  P a st.

One i s  more l i k e l y  to  be im pressed w ith  a b e w ild e r in g  

v a r ie t y  o f e x te r n a l d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a t  once in t e r e s t in g  and 

p ic tu re sq u e .

As the European wanders f o r  th e f t s t  tim e through the 

crowded medley o f an E astern  b a z a a r , h is  a t te n t io n  i s  drawn 

to  a thousand and one stran ge d e t a i l s  -  to  v iv id ly  c o l­

oured d re sse s  and h ea d g ea rs, th e  qu ain t shops, the stra n ge  

m erchandise, the s tra n g e r  g e s t ic u la t io n s  o f  th ose th a t  buy 

and s e l l : -  in  sh o rt -  to  an i n f i n i t e  co n g e rie s  o f men, 

women, c h ild r e n , dogs, g o a ts , cam els, b ir d s ,e v e n  monkeys,



a l l  mixed up to g e th e r  in  one in e x t r ic a b le  con fu sion  o f co lo u r 

sound, sm ell and d u st. "How th orou gh ly E a s te r n !" , he says 

to  h im s e lf ,  "how d i f f e r e n t  from u s !"  Y et th e se  a re  n ot 

th e  e s s e n t ia l  m atters.

"These a re  a c t io n s  th a t  a man might p la y ,
There i s  th a t  w ith in  which p a sse s  show."

The r e a l  d if fe r e n c e  i s  something s p i r i t u a l .  I t  i s  

th e  p resen ce o r absence o f a p e c u lia r  m oral p re ssu re , which 

has been tra n sm itte d  down to  th e  p re se n t from ge n e ra tio n s  

th a t  have p assed  away many c e n tu r ie s  ago. B u t, as we have 

s a id  the r e a l is a t io n  o f  t h is  t r u th  may come s lo w ly , and 

i t  may come in  the fo llo w in g  way.

Let a l l  th ese  e x te rn a l d if fe r e n c e s  d isa p p ea r. Let 

an Indian  become outw ardly w e ste rn ise d . Let him d re ss  in  

E n glish  c lo t h e s ,  speak in  the E n g lish  ton gu e, l i v e  in  a 

European house w ith  a l l  i t s  modern con ven ien ces; l e t  him 

read  h is  morning paper a t  b r e a k fa s t  tim e, and go down to  

h is  o f f i c e  in  h is  m o to r-car, th e re  to  do b u sin e ss  in  th e  

m arkets o f th e w orld  -  l e t  him do a l l  t h is  and more -  

y e t ,  in  s p it e  o f  a l l  th e se  e x te r n a l resem blan ces, th e 

e s s e n t ia l  c le a v a g e  i s  s t i l l  th e re . The E ast i s  f e s t i l l  the 

E a st, and th e W est, th e West.

We would n o t, how ever, go so f a r  as to  say th a t  "n ever 

th e  twain s h a l l  m eet"; but i t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t  only by an 

in n e r r e v o lu tio n  o f the most fundam ental k in d , by a 

tra n sfo rm a tio n  o f h is  whole s p i r i t u a l  b e in g , by a con version



th a t 's w in g s  th e in d iv id u a l as i t  w ere, c e n tu r ie s  ahead 

o f h is  r a c e , aan any A s ia t ic  come to  understand and app­

r e c i a t e  the e s s e n t ia ls  o f  European c i v i l i s a t i o n .

A t t h is  p o in t an e x p la n a tio n  i s  n e ce ssa ry  to  a vo id  

a m isunderstanding. We do not deny, f o r  in s ta n c e , th a t  

th e re  a re  hundreds o f  thousands o f Indian s who a re  more 

p le a s in g  in  th e  s ig h t  o f  God than hundreds o f thousands 

o f  Europeans. F or many Hindus and Mahomedans a re  much 

n o b le r  c h a ra c te rs  -  taken  as in d iv id u a ls  -  than many who 

c a l l  them selves C h r is t ia n s . (One has on ly to  th in k  o f 

K ip l in g 's  "Gunga C h in ", or th e  Lama in  "Kim "). But 

our p o in t i s  th a t  -  taken  c o l l e c t i v e l y  -  th e  moral tone 

o f Europe, as expressed in  our i n s t i t u t io n s ,  conventions 

and e t h ic s ,  i s  v a s t ly  su p e rio r  to  th a t  o f the O rien t. 

Hence th e average European -  through no m erit o f h is  own 

i s  b o m  in to  a l o f t i e r  v is io n  o f  l i f e  w ith  i t s  id e a ls  

and o b lig a t io n s  than th e  average O rie n ta l -  ju s t  as a 

c h i ld ,  bo m  and bred on th e  s lo p e s  o f a mountain ra n ge, 

in h e r it s  ( p h y s ic a lly )  a l o f t i e r  and broader v is io n  than 

a c h ild  o f  th e p la in s .  I t  i s  the ce n te n tio n  o f  th is  

a r t i c l e  th a t  i t  i s  la r g e ly  th e C h r is t ia n  M iddle Ages 

behind us th a t  has pushed our c i v i l i s a t i o n  up th e slo p e

o f th e  mountain.



In d is c u s s in g  t h is  q u estio n  w ith  Englishmen in  th e  

E ast -  in  p a r t ic u la r  w ith  Army and C i v i l  S e r v ic e  men -  I 

have o fte n  been su rp rise d  a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f some o f them. 

Not in fre q u e n tly  I have heard such men deny the statem ent 

th a t  i t  i s  C h r is t ia n it y  which has made the e s s e n t ia l  c le a v ­

age between th e  E ast and the W est. "My own b e l i e f " ,  th ey  

w i l l  t e l l  you, " i s  th a t  in  th e lon g run, i t  d o e s n 't  make 

any d if fe r e n c e  what r e l ig io n  a man belon gs to  -  or i f  he 

has any a t  a l l .  Let him be B u d d h ist, Hindu, Mahomedan, 

C h r is t ia n , P h arasee, o r even an A t h e is t ,  i t  makes no 

r e a l  d if fe r e n c e ,  so long as he i s  " s tr a ig h t "  and "P la y s  

th e  Game".

Sometimes th ey w i l l  go on to  a ssu re  you th a t i t  i s  a 

g r e a t  m istake to  t r y  and con vert th e "h eath en ", as you 

contem ptously c a l l  them to  an oth er r e l ig io n .  I t  i s  b e s t  

to  le a v e  them to  t h e ir  own mode o f w orsh ip , as t h is  i s  

b e s t  s u ite d  to  t h e ir  manner o f l i f e ,  and th e p e c u l ia r i t ie s  

o f  t h e ir  env&ronement. Anyhow, a l l  th a t r e a l l y  m atters 

i s  th a t  th ey should "P la y  th e Game".

Now to  my mind i t  i s  a cu rio u s  th in g  th a t  th ese  p eo p le  

should speak in  t h is  way -  army o f f i c e r s ,  c i v i l  su rg e fo n s, 

m a g is tra te s  up and down th e g r e a t  empire o f In d ia : -  f o r  

th ey  a re  ju s t  th e men who, by t h e ir  l i v e s ,  exem p lify  the 

d o c tr in e  th ey deny.



Such men» even when th ey have ceased  to  b e l ie v e  in  C h r is t ­

ia n i t y ,  r e v e a l as i t  were in  s p it e  o f them selves t h e ir  

C h r is t ia n  o r ig in *

T h e ir  creed  may have w h it t le d  i t s e l f  down to  th e 

sim ple maxim "P la y  the Game": Y e t ta k e  any such Englishm en, 

w ith  no p ren ten sio n s to b e in g  an orthodox C h r is t ia n  (but 

brought up in  a C h r is t ia n  cou n try) and compare t h e ir  n o tio n  

o f "P la y in g  the Game" w ith  th a t  o f  an Educated Indian  (who 

has n o t come under th e in flu e n c e  o f E n g lish  S o c ie ty )  -  and 

you w i l l  f in d  how g re a t i s  the d if fe r e n c e .  And lo o k in g  

s t i l l  d eep er, you w i l l  f in d  th a t  t h is  d if fe r e n c e  can on ly 

be accounted f o r  by th e  f a c t  th a t  th e European c a r r ie s  

round w ith  him, as p a rt o f  h is  e t h ic a l  o u t f i t ,  p a r t  o f h is  

v e ry  s e l f  in  f a c t ,  c e r ta in  t r a d it io n a l  moral v a lu e s ,  which 

a re  the subconscious d e p o s it  upon h is  so u l o f  c e n tu r ie s  

o f C h r is t ia n it y ,  o f the whole o f th e  Middle Ages and even 

b e fo r e .

A l l  t h is  may seem an ex a g g e ra tio n ; bu t a few examples 

w i l l  make i t  c le a r .  An Englishm an, new to  In d ia , stands 

on th e  verandah o f  h is  bungalow, and th e re  heaves in  s ig h t  

a f a t  and o i ly  Bunya (merchant) coming to  d is p la y  h is  w ares. 

There i s  n oth in g  unusual in  t h i s : -  th e re  are  s le e k  and o i ly  

commercial t r a v e l l e r s  in  England b u t what does s t r ik e  th e 

Englishman as u n u su al, and u n u su a lly  wrong, i s  th a t  w h ile  

The Bunya ambles e a s i ly  a lon g  c a rry in g  n oth in g  bu t h is  

w e ll  fe d  body, behind him and b e a rin g  th e burden o f h is



G-OOds th e re  s ta g g e rs  a h a l f  -  naked woman. She i s  m erely 

a b e a st  o f burden, and he reg a rd s h e r  as such. And no one, 

excep t th e Englishm an, seems to  have any m isg iv in g s  th a t

t h is  i s  n ot a v e ry  r ig h t  and prop er arrangement ----  n ot

even a w e ste rn ise d  Indian  w ith  h is  B.A . Degree a t  Bombay 

U n iv e rs ity .

The E nglishm an's f i r s t  n a tu r a l im pulse is  to  knock 

th e  man down, and ask  him what th e  d e v i l  he means by mak­

in g  a poor woman c a r t  h is  lu ggage round f o r  him l i k e  th a t .  

D oubtless th e  merchant would s tro n g ly  re se n t such treatm en t; 

b u t h is  resentm ent would n ot excedd h is  s u r p r is e . He 

would be s u rp r is e d , becau se from h is  p o in t o f v ie w , he 

would no doubt th in k  he was t r e a t in g  the woman very  hand­

som ely.

I  w i l l  now g iv e  an oth er exam ple, taken from my own 

e x p erien ce , I  had been d in in g  a t  a w ealth y In d ia n 's  house. 

A f t e r  d in n er we s a t  out under a b r i l l i a n t  e l e c t r i c  a rc  l i g i i t  

and c o ffe e  was served  on the lawn. The warm n ig h t a i r ,  

odorous w ith  th e  scen t o f jasm ine, was suddenly ren t by 

th e sounds o f a woman scream ing most d r e a d fu lly . The 

h o st ordered a servan t to  go and f in d  out what was th e  

m atter. The man retu rn ed  a f t e r  a few  m inutes and s a id  

" I t ' s  on ly th e h orse-boy b e a tin g  h is  w i f e ."  Upon th e 

su g g estio n  th a t  he should go and t e l l  him to  d e s is t ,  th e  

serva n t -  who had been w ith  the fa m ily  sometime -  sm iled 

r a th e r  in c re d u lo u s ly , and answered "B u t, S i r ,  they have



Z-^o

o n ly  been r e c e n t ly  m arried" -  r e fe r r in g  to  the proverb  th a t  

a man i s  n o t p ro p e rly  m arried u n t i l  he has beaten  h is  w ife l

This ra th e r  c y n ic a l  treatm en t o f th e su b je c t  s t ir r e d  

me to  make some c a u s t ic  comments on th e O rie n ta l t r e a t ­

ment o f women g e n e r a lly .

"I  d o n 't  see why you should make such a f u s s " ,  r e p lie d  

my h o s t ,"  th e re  are  p le n ty  o f husbands in  England who b e a t 

t h e ir  w ives; you have on ly  to  read  the law co u rt re p o rts  

in  your Newspapers" (He h im se lf had been in  England s e v e r a l

tim es)

" I t  may be s o " , I  r e p l ie d ,"  but th ey do not do so , 

openly and unashamed, b e fo re  an in d if f e r e n t  p u b lic . Then 

I l r e la t e d  to  him an u n fo r g e tta b le  in c id e n t I  had w itn essed  

n ot lon g b e fo re  from the c a r r ia g e  o f a ra ilw a y  t r a in  th a t  

had stopped a t  a crowded ra ilw a y  s ta t io n .

In th e  m idst o f  th e  u su a l su rgin g  throng o f humanity 

th a t  i s  u s u a lly  to  be found in  any la r g e  Indian  ra ilw a y  

s t a t io n ,  my a t te n t io n  happen to  f a l l  on a man who was 

fu r io u s ly  b e a tin g  a woman w ith  a s t ic k ,d r iv in g  h e r alon g 

w ith  a s l i t t l e  compunction as one would d r iv e  a cow.

The lo o k  on h e r fa c e  was a t e r r i b l e  m ixture o f h a tre d  ala 

and f e a r  -  a b lin d  unreasoning f e a r  l ik e  th a t  o f a to rtu re d  

anim al. Every few seconds she made as i f  she would retu rn  

and go in  th e  o p p o site  d ir e c t io n ,  and then he would redouble

h is  e f f o r t s .



2.3

What w as, to  my mind, one o f th e  most a p p a llin g  circu m stances 

about th e  whole in c id e n t , was th e  f a c t  th a t  n ot one o f th e pe*sons 

in  th e  crowd -  th ey  were a l l  In d ian s -  seemed to  be in  th e  le a s t  

p ertu rbed  by t h is  d is t r e s s in g  scene: on ly  a few seemed to  th in k  

i t  worth more than a second g la n c e , and th ey on ly looked on 

w ith  a s o r t  o f m ild , s p e c ta c u la r  I n t e r e s t .  "There a re  indeed 

men in  England who b e a t t h e ir  w iv e s " , I  went on, a f t e r  h avin g  

r e la t e d  t h is  in c id e n t to  my h o s t ,  "bu t no man would be a llo w ed  to  

do i t  l i k e  t h a t ,  u n ch allen ged , on a crowded ra ilw a y  p la tfo rm  in

England"•

"Ah w e l l" ,  r e p lie d  my h o st in  th e tone o f a man who i s  

making a good e x c u s e " , th a t  i s  only because you have a more 

d e f in i t e  p u b lic  op in ion  on th e  m atter in  England*.

" E x a c t ly ,"  I  r e p l ie d ,"  b u t where d id  th a t p u b lic  op in ion  

come from?" And then suddenly, in  a f la s h  I r e a l iz e d  a g a in , 

th a t  i t  was the in flu e n c e  o f C h r is t ia n it y ,  coming down through 

the M iddle A ges, through the Age o f C h iv a lry .

T h is a t t i t u d e  towards th e weaker sex -  e x e m p lifie d  by th e  

p ro yeih  q u o t e d ^ t i t e i ^ ^ * a : ^ ^ @ ^ h e  in c id e n t ¿ e s c r ib e d

i s  n ot co n fin ed  to  th e  low er c la s s e s .  W hile on a h o lid a y  in  one 

o f the H i l l  S ta t io n s  I  happened to  become in tim a te ly  acq u ain ted  

w ith  th e  work o f a r e t i r e d  o f f i c e r  in  th e  p o l ic e  s e r v ic e . I t  

had been h is  l o t  to  undertake s e r v ic e  o f a ra th e r  in tim a te  n atu re 

in  th e co u rts  o f c e r ta in  o f th e  n a t iv e  R ajahs; and he cou ld  t e l l  

t a le s  o f I n tr ig u e  and c r u e lt y .many



One In cid en t p a r t ic u la r ly  im pressed me -  though i t  was on ly 

one amongst many -  and i t  h e a rs  d i r e c t ly  on th e  p o in t we a re  

co n sid e rin g . There was a young Rajah o f h is  acq u a in ta n ce, who 

was accustomed to  h o ld  a s o r t  o f  le v e e  o f  h is  R anis a t  a p a r t ­

ic u la r  hour every day. One o f h is  w iv e s , th e  youngest -  who 

was s c a r c e ly  more than a g i r l  -  re c e iv e d  by w ire  one morning 

th e news o f  the death o f h e r  f a v o r i t e  u n c le . She was so o ver­

whelmed by th e news t h a t ,  when i t  was tim e f o r  h e r to  appear 

b e fo re  th e k in g , she r e a l is e d  th a t  she had fo r g o tte n  to  put on 

h e r  r o y a l a p p a re l. She w ent, how ever, as she w as, and p lead ed  

the excu se o f h e r  bereavem ent. Her Lord, n o tw ith sta n d in g , was 

so Incensed a t  what he was p le a se d  to  reg a rd  as h e r  la c k  o f 

re s p e c t t h a t ,  th e re  and th en , he f lo g g e d  the poor g i r l  alm ost 

to  death. This was on ly  the b egin n in g o f h is  d is p le a s u r e  w ith  

t h is  p a r t ic u la r  w if e ,  which in c re a se d  so much th a t  a few months 

a fterw a rd s he shot h e r dead. I t  was o f f i c i a l l y  rep o rted  th a t  

she had d ie d  o f h e a rt  f a i l u r e .

I f  the l i f e  an Indian  w ife  may co n ta in  such h u m ilia tio n s , 

th a t  o f  th e Indian  widow i s  o fte n  a more u n re lie v e d  tra g ed y .

F o r, though the p r a c t ic e  o f "S u tte e "  has been pu t down by the 

Government, anyone who knows an yth in g about the s o c ia l  customs 

in  In d ia  knows how o fte n  th e  l o t  o f th e  widow in  In d ia  i s  o fte n  

one o f continuous h u m ilia tio n  and q u ie t  d e sp a ir  -  and t h is  i s  

e s p e c ia l ly  tru e  o f th e  c h ild  widow.



Of cou rse th e re  a re  many e x c e p tio n s. I  have met s e v e r a l 

widows whose l i f e  was t o le r a b le  enough; bu t th e se  were m ostly

W !>

persons who belonged to  a sem i-w estern ised  s o c ie ty .  I  even met 

one lady whom one cou ld  alm ost d e sc rib e  as a "Merry Widow".

But then she was an e x c e p tio n a l p e r s o n a lity  a lto g e th e r ,  and would 

have been u n con ven tion al in  any p a rt  o f the w orld . She w§s an 

ardent T o ls ty a n , ran a labou r Beaureau, was a keen p o l i t i c i a n ,  

and used even, to  en g in eer s t r ik e s .

But to  retu rn  to  our theme and our exam ples. I t  was my 

p r iv i le g e  to  become in tim a te ly  acqu ain ted  w ith  a most re fin e d  

Indian  gentlem an and h is  w ife ,  and tfcteir whole troop o f most 

d e l ig h t f u l  c h ild re n  flCwkom th ey wt^e - endeavou rin g—bo b rj

m  M ontessori P r in c ip le s ) .  Both husband and w ife  were v e ry  

advanced in  t h e ir  id e a s . They had a lto g e th e r  g iven  up th e

p r a c t ic e  o f  Purda)i ( i . e .  the se g re g a tio n  o f the/women f o lk  

e n t ir e ly  a p a rt from a l l  male v i s i t o r s ) ,  and th^y were s u rp r ls ; 

n g ly  broad minfled in  m atters o fM ? e lig io n , p o l i t i c s  and

io n .

One day we were d is c u s s in g  the q u estio n  as to  what was 

th e  b e s t  k in d  o f ed u cation  f o r  th e modern Indian  g i r l .  In 

p a r t ic u la r  the p o in t was r a is e d  as to  how f a r  i t  was a d v isa b le  

to  depart from the immemorial o r ie n t a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on th e 

l ib e r t y  o f women. " I t  i s  v e ry  hard f o r  you to  r e a l i s e " ,  went 

on th is  la d y ,"  how g r e a t  a re  th e  r is k s  we run in  a llo w in g  our 

d au gh ters, not only to  g iv e  up Purdah, but a ls o  to  mix as 

f r e e ly  as they do in  England w ith  members o f the o p p o site  se x ".



"Your s o c ia l  l i f e  i s  surrounded by so may many u n w ritten  

law s and co n ven tio n s, which serve  as sa fe -g u a rd s  to  young p eop le  

when they mix to g e th e r  f r e e ly  in  each o t h e r 's  s o c ie ty .  But 

w ith  us i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  These con ven tions f o r  th e most p a r t  

a re  n ot th e r e , and th e re fo r e  i t  i s  f a t a l l y  easy f o r  the 

emancipated young wmman o f I n d ia , ^  to  be c a r r ie d  away beyond a l l  

bounds as soon as she breaks away from th e custom ary m oorings, 

( I w i l l  n ot vouch f o r  th e e x a ct w ords, but th a t  was th e g i s t  o f 

what she sa id )

T h is d is c u s s io n , b y-th e-w ay, had a r is e n  up an in t e r e s t in g  

manner, which throws a fu r th e r  l i g h t  on the q u estio n  we a re  

c o n s id e rin g .

I had been p re se n t a t  th e b ir th d a y -p a rty  o f one o f h er 

c h ild r e n , and had been in  f a c t  th e on ly  European in  th e  company. 

To l iv e n  th in g s  up a l i t t l e  as th e  g u e s ts  seemed r a th e r  shy w ith  

each o th er and t h e ir  h o sts  - ( a s  they o fte n  a re  even a t  the beg­

in n in g o f a c h ild r e n ’ s p a rty  in  England}. I  su ggested  th a t  we 

should go down to  the te n n is  co u rt and p la y  some gam es, which 

we dld30a»&r & f o r e  lon g I  had in tro d u ced  them to  some o f th e 

good o ld  E n glish  games l ik e  "Nutsand May” »"Oranges and Lemons',' 

"C ross T ig" and so on. In th e se  games o f  cou rse i t  i s  n e c e s s ­

a ry  f o r  those p la y in g  to  jo in  hands, o r chase a f t e r  and ca tch  

one an oth er. As boys and g i r l s ,  and youth s and m aidens,were 

a l l  p la y in g  to g e th e r , t h is  form of amusement seemed -  to  th e 

p a ren ts o f  some o f th e  c h ild re n  — a most shocking in n o vatio n .



One must remember th a t  E astern  p eo p le  do n ot even touch hands 

when they a re  s a lu t in g  each o th e r. Even my h o s te s s  a most 

l i b e r a l l y  minded lad y  -  thought i t  was an in a d v is a b le  procedure 

as i t  might serve  as "th e  th in  edge o f the wedge"; and would, 

in  any c a s e , le a d  to  scandalous g o ss ip  amongst th e  orthodox 

Hindus.

I  was q u ite  taken  aback a t  t h is  c r i t ic is m ,  and assu red  h e r 

th a t  we alw ays p la yed  th e s e , and S im ila r  games in  England a t  

c h i ld r e n 's  p a r t ie s  w ith ou t any s e r io u s  r e s u l t s .

"Ah, but you must remember", she r e p l ie d ,"  how many h a b its  

t r a d it io n s  and customs you have in  your country th a t  sa fe -g u a rd  

your young p eo p le  a t  every tu rn .'

Again I  exp erien ced  a stra n ge  f e e l in g ,  as though my eyes 

had suddenly been opened; and I  was made aware o f a su b te^ a n d  

su sta in in g  in flu e n c e  in  our c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  alm ost l i k e  an in v is ­

i b le  and p ervadin g p resen ce . I  had come a c r o s s , in  my own 

e x p e rie n ce , e x a c t ly  what I  read  ab o u t, l a t e r ,  in  one o f  C h e ste r­

t o n 's  books, where he speaks o f  th e Church as making a r in g -  

fe n ce  round th e  innocent p le a su re s  o f paganism.

And in  t h is  connexion, to o , ( i . e .  w ith  regard  to  the 

v e n e ra tio n  f o r  th e s a n c t ity  o f womanhood) even P r o te s ta n ts  must 

re c o g n ise  the tremendous in flu e n c e  which th e c u lt  o f The V ir g in  

Mother o f God must have e x e rc is e d  on th e mind o f Europe. Ts/hat 

sober h is t o r ia n s  would deny th a t th e c o u n tle ss  p ra y e rs  o ffe r e d  

up to  th e B le sse d  V ir g in  in  th e M iddle Ages -  a t  innumerable 

sh rin e s  in  every p a r t  o f Europe -  have h e lp e d , beyond a l l



e stim a tio n , to  r a is e  th e g e n e ra l co n scien ce  o f th e p eo p le  to  a 

l o f t i e r  con ception  o f womanhood?

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  l i v e  in  In d ia  th e se  days w ith ou t ta k in g  

an in t e r e s t  in  P o l i t i c s .  When I  went out f i r s t ,  I  con fess 

th a t  i t  seemed to  me th a t  th e  on ly  f a i r  and l o g i c a l  cou rse th a t  

England cou ld  ta k e  was to  g ra n t In d ia  Self-G overnm ent.

B u t, in  coming in to  c lo s e r  co n ta c t w ith  th e  a c tu a l c o n d it­

io n s , I  began to  see th in g s in  a very  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t ,  and to  

r e a l i s e  how dangerous and f u t i l e  was t h is  t a lk  o f g ra n tin g  

In d ia  th e same k in d  o f self-govern m en t as a country l i k e  Canada. 

And i t  was dangerous f o r  the same reason  as "Oranges and Lemons" 

had appeared dangdrous to  my Indian  Lady fr ie n d  whom I have 

ju s t  quoted.

The p r a c t ic e  o f Self-G overnm ent can on ly he s a fe ly  in tro d ­

uced to  a p eo p le  which a lre a d y  p o sse sse s  -  embedded, as i t  w ere, 

in  th e v e ry  te x tu re  o f i t s  mind -  c e r t a in  fundam ental n o tio n s  

as to  th e n atu re o f  mankind.

These n o tio n s  were a cq u ired  by th e  p eo p les a f  Europe during 

the Midddle Ages. We a re  f e t i l l  too ap t to  speak o f  th ose  ages 

a s  "The Dark A g es", and fo r g e t  th a t i t  was during th ese  ce n t­

u r ie s  th a t  th e re  came about, im p e rc e p tib ly , the g r e a te s t  r e v o l­

u tio n  in  H isto ry  -  th e  a b o li t io n  o f s la v e r y  as the reco gn ised  

b a s is  o f S o c ie ty  (as had been th e case  in  th e A n cien t World) 

Furtherm ore i t  was during th e se  same "Dark Ages" th a t  th e  id ea 

o f a r e p r e s e n ta tiv e  Government was worked out in to  p r a c t ic e ,  and 

th e  method o f " T r ia l  by Jury" became th e  b a s is  o f  our j u d ic i a l

system,



C en tu rie s  b e fo re  the d o c tr in e  o f  the E q u a lity  o f Man became 

a p o l i t i c a l  catfchword in  th e  e ig h te e n th  ce n tu ry , th e mind o f 

Ekirope had been schooled  to  th e  id e a  th a t  a l l  men were o f equal 

v a lu e , in  th e s ig h t  o f G-od. For a thousand y e a rs  the Church had 

p e r s is t e n t ly  ta u gh t the d o c tr in e , d r iv in g  i t  home through the 

lab o u rs o f m ill io n s  o f p r i e s t s  in  every  corn er o f Europe; 

and d r iv in g  i t  home so com p letely  th a t  men found n oth in g e x tr a ­

ord in ary  in  a p easan t b e in g  r a is e d  to  th e Papacy or a King 

bein g  f lo g g e d , b a re fo o t  and bareheaded, through the s t r e e t s  as a 

p e n ite n t .

I t  was th e work o f th e  C a th o lic  Church th a t  a b o lish e d  

s la v e r y . Such an in s t i t u t io n  was, by i t s  very  n a tu re , incomp- 

t i b l e  w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  the d o c tr in e  th a t a l l  men are  o f 

equal and i n f i n i t e  va lu e  in  th egyes o f  God. I t  was t h is  tea ch ­

in g too which prep ared  th e way f o r ,  and made p o s s ib le ,  the 

p r a c t ic e  o f  a tru e  democracy. . ,/> n
o<_

T h is i s  why i t  i s  ateyjgjft^to t r y  and g r a f t  a p o l i t i c a l  system 

l i k e  Democracy on to  a cil^ is& tion  th a t  i s  n o t ready f o r  it$  th a t 

lacksjLhe d eep -rooted  in s t in c t s  on w hich i t  must v e a tf  th a t  has 

n ever known th e  lon g p e rio d  o f g e s ta t io n  and th e s p i r i t u a l  t r a v a i l  

t S f t  must p reced e so g lo r io u s  a b i r t h .

And t h is  i s  the rea so n , to o , why n e a r ly  a l 1 the v i t a l i t y  

th a t  th e re  i s  in  th e Swaraj movement in  In d ia  to  day i s  d erived  

e it h e r  d ir e c t ly  o r  in d ir e c t ly  from th e  presen ce o f th e  v e ry  

Government i t  d e s c r ib e s  as so r e p r e s s iv e .



I  happened to  be p re se n t once a t  a la r g e  h o u se-p a rty  In 

which th e re  were some f o r t y  g u e s ts ,  most o f whom were le a d e rs  

in  th e  Indian  N a tio n a l, o r  Swaraj Movement. They who had come 

to g e th e r  to  a tte n d  a t  th e  Annual N a tio n a l C ongress. I  had many 

o p p o rtu n itie s  o f d is c u s s in g  m atters w ith  them and -  what was 

perhaps even more in s t r u c t iv e  — o f h e a rin g  t h e ir  d is c u s s io n s  

amongst th em selves. N a tu r a lly ,  the burden o f t h e ir  t a lk  was the 

n e c e s s ity  o f o b ta in in g  Self-G overnm ent yjand the means o f a t ta in in g  

i t ,  to g e th e r  w ith  many comments on th e  in ju s t ic e  o f th e  B r i t i s h  

R aj.

At th e  same tim e, how ever, I  cou ld  not h e lp  b e in g  s tru c k  

w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  but f o r  the B r i t i s h  Rah, th e se  p robab ly  

would n o t have been a b le  to  come to g e th e r  a t  a l l .  F or i t  was 

th e B r i t i s h  Government th a t  had l a i d  down, and was t i l l  managing 

the w onderful system  o f ra ilw a y s  th a t  had enabled them to  come 

togeth er|fcso  e a s i ly ^ fr o m  th e  rem otest c o m e rs  o f  In d i$ .

Furtherm ore th e se  d e le g a te s , h avin g  come from d i f f e r e n t  

p a r ts  o f  In d ia , spoke d i f f e r e n t  lan gu ages: and th e only language 

th ey a l l  had in  common was E n glish , ^hey w ere, in  f a c t ,  indebted 

to  th e  B r i t i s h  Government f o r  the p r i v i le g e  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  

understand one an oth ers t ir a d e s  a g a in s t  i t .

The v e ry  tersm  so c o n s ta n tly  on t h e ir  l i p s  ~ "committee 

" r e p r e s e n ta t iv e " ,  "agen da", " B i l l  o f  P a rlia m e n t", " fra n c h is e "  

w ere, many o f them, p h rases th a t  had n o th in g  in  common w ith  

s p i r i t  o f A s ia t ic  Governments, and were copied  d i r e c t ly  from the

West .



F o r Mahatma Grandhi t h e ir  le a d e r  I  have th e  g r e a te s t  p erso n a l 

re s p e c t and a f f e c t io n ,  but i t  is^ hard to  understand h is  a t t i t u d e .

He p reach es th e g o sp e l o f  th e sim ple l i f e ,  the in iq u it y  o f t r a in s ,  

h o s p it a ls  and d l  th e  modem am en ities  o f  l i f e ,  and y e t  th e  f i r s t  

tim e I  had th e  p le a su re  o f m eeting him, he a r r iv e d  a t  th e  house 

in  a g ig a n t ic  D aim ler Lim ousine, which had been le n t  him by a 

Hindu fr ie n d .

I f  anyone doubts as to  whether th e  id e a ls  o f L ib e r ty , F r a t­

e r n it y ,  and E q u a lity , and th e  p r a c t ic e  o f  Self-G overnm ent a re  airifrpn 

to  th e  m e n ta lity  o f th e  In d ian , and in com p atib le  w ith  h is  

t r a d it io n s ,  l e t  him become acqu ain ted  a t  f i r s t  hand w ith  the 

C aste  System o f th a t  cou n try.

I t  i s  sometimes s a id  th a t  in  Europe we a ls o  have a C aste  

System , and re fe r e n c e  i s  made to  th e  s o c ia l  c le a v a g e s  in  Eur­

opean S o c ie ty . But i t  i s  a m istake to  im agine th a t th e re  i s  

any r e a l  p a r a l l e l  h ere ; f o r  th e d if fe r e n c e s  between th e  v a rio u s  

s o c ia l  ranks are  n ot marked by any hard and f a s t  r u le s .  The 

g u l f  between one grade o f  s o c ie ty  and an oth er i s  c o n s ta n tly  

b e in g  brid ged  by gen tu ?, b e a u ty , ed u cation  and o th e r circu m stan ces; 

and th e se  d if fe r e n c e s  d isap p ear alm ost e n t ir e ly  in  th e  presen ce 

o f any g r e a t  emergency, as war o r p e s t i le n c e  o r sudden danger.

An E n glish  gentleman f o r  in sta n c e  would r i s k  h is  l i f e  by 

jumping in to  w ater to  save th e  son o f  a c o tta g e r  as u n h e s ita t in g ly  

as would la the son o f a ^uke b ecau se , a t  such moments he a c t s  on 

th e in s t in c t iv e  b e l i e f  -  which i s  our European h e r ita g e  -  th a t ,  

in  th e s ig h t  o f  God# a l l  men a re  o f equal v a lu e .



z m

But i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  in  In d ia  where the r i g i d i t y  o f the C aste 

System makes th e  p re v a le n ce  o f any such idea im p o ss ib le , a t  any 

r a t e  in  p r a c t ic e .

The fo llo w in g  in c id e n t -  which cou ld  be p a r a l le le d  by k many 

o th e rs  -  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e p o in t in  q u e stio n . An I r is h  la d y  o f my 

a cq u ain tan ce, who l iv e d  in  one o f th e  H i l l  S ta t io n s  in  th e  

H im alayas, heard a man c a l l i n g  f o r  h e lp  by the s id e  o f the road 

one evening as n ig h t  was f a l l i n g .  The th re e  In d ian s In su ccessio n  

came alon g th e road  and heard h is  c f i e s  from where h he la y  under 

th e  bushes by th e s id e  o f  th e road. They enquired h is  c a s te .  He 

had none; he was an out—c a s te .  One o f  th e  n a t iv e s ,  as he heard 

th e man t e l l  him he was dying c a l le d  back  In a nanchalant v o ic e . 

’’W ell, d ie  th e n ", and th e two o th e rs  a ls o  "p assed  by on th e  o th er 

sid e" w ith ou t f e e l in g  i t  was any concern o f t h e ir s .  The man would 

c e r t a in ly  have suecombed, had n ot th e  lady h e r s e l f  gone back n e a r ly  

a m ile  out o f h e r  way to  procure a s s is ta n c e .  The c o n tra s t  s tru ck  

me as b e in g  the more rem arkable as th e  la d y  in  q u e stio n , had to 

my knowledge, an alm ost unconquerable n a tu ra l a n tip a th y  to  

co lo u red  ra ce s  o f  any s o r t .

"Our Indian  ph ilosop h y" s a id  an Indian  s c h o la r , "e x p la in s
l\

why i t  was r ig h t  f o r  th e p r i e s t  and th e  L e v ite  to  p ass by on th e 

o th e r s id e ,  le a v in g  the man who f e l l  among th ie v e s  to  h is  own 

"Karma".

I once ra th e r  annoyed an Indian gentlem an o f my acqu ain tan ce 

by commenting on th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re  were no p h rases corresponding 

to  " i f  you p le a se "  and "thank you" in  th e  language in  which he 

addressed  h is  s e rv a n ts . He t r ie d  to  excuse i t  by sayin g  th a t
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where we u se such p h rases th ey exp ress th e  same th in g  hy tone o f 

v o ic e  and g e s tu re ; h u t th e b a ld  f a c t  remained th a t he n ever s a id  

"p le a se "  or "Thank you" to  h is  servants^ I t  i s  n o t easy f o r  any­

one l iv in g  in  Europe to  r e a l i s e  how co m p letely  the c a s te  system  

p re v e n ts , even the most w i l l i n g ,  from re g a rd in g  t h e ir  fe l lo w -  

man as t h e i r  b r o th e r , and h e lp in g  him as such. One o cca s io n , 

when I had had some g u e sts  in  to  d in n er, I  su ggested  to  one o f 

th e  se rv a n ts  th a t  he should h e lp  my ta b le -s e r v a n t  w ith  th e 

washing up o f d is h e s . The form er was a v e ry  good natured*j§llow , 

and would have done an ythin g to  o b lig e ,  but on t h is  o cca sio n  he 

begged v e ry  v o lu b ly  to  be excu sed , the c h ie f  grounds o f h is  

r e f u s a l  b e in g  th a t  h is  daughter was going, to  be m arried th e 

fo llo w in g  week. On bein g  fu r th e r  q u estion ed  i t  appeared th a t  i f  

he had touched th e d ish es  I  had used he would have l o s t  c a s te .

He would then have had to  pay a heavy f in e  to  re g a in  i t ;  and 

would thus have d ep rived  h is  daughter o f h e r  wedding dowry.

I t  i s  n o t , how ever, sim ply th e b a r r ie r s  o f c a s te  th a t  

makes i t  h ard er f o r  Indian s to  work to g e th e r  than i t  i s  f o r  

Europeans. We b e l ie v e  th e re  i s  an oth er reaso n , which w i l l  

be seen by tu rn in g  to  an oth er a sp e ct o f our s u b je c t .

I n th e  M iddle Ages -  and b e fo re  th a t ,  in  th e Roman Empire 

men in  Europe became accustomed to  th e idea o f a v a s t ,  c e n tr a lis e d  

s o c ia l  organism , which in clu d ed  v iith in  i t s e l f  p eo p les and n a tio n s  

o f d i f f e r e n t  languages and customs -  an a ll-em b ra ch in g  Community 

which la s t e d  on unchangingly through the c e n tu r ie s , w h ile  gener­

a t io n  a f t e r  g en e ra tio n  o f in d iv id u a ls  came and went l i k e  waves in

th e sea.



There has been no such exp erien ce  f o r  the ra c e s  o f th e  In d ia . 

I t  i s  tru e  th a t under t h is  o r th a t  g r e a t  conqueror, something 

l i k e  a cosm opolitan  s t a te  came in to  e x is te n c e  f o r  a w h ile , as 

v a r io u s  n a tio n s  were c a l le d  to g e th e r  by th e might o f some 

tow ering in d iv id u a l.  But i t  was n ever f o r  lo n g . The m ighty 

Empires o f Auranzefc? and Akbar broke under t h e ir  own a w e ig h t, 

as h a v in g , as i t  w ere, no enduring m ortar w ith in  t h e ir  com position 

to  h o ld  to g e th e r  t h e ir  component p a r ts .

But th e gen iu s o f Rome p rovid ed  th a t  m ortar f o r  Europe, 

bequething i t  as a s p ir i t u a l i s e d  le g a c y , to  th e  Church o f th e  

Middle A ges. T h is circum stance has endowed th e  p eo p les o f 

Europe w ith  a power o f  working to g e th e r  w ith  a c o l le c t iv e  

e f f ic i e n c y  unknown in  the E a st. I t  has r e s u lte d  in  lo n g -sta n d in g  

in s t i t u t io n s ,  s ta b le  governm ents, n a t io n a l d e b ts , good roads 

and means of communication g e n e ra lly ,' in  a sense o f th e  c o n tin u ity  

o f h is t o r y ,  and (what i s  r e a l l y  th e same th in g ) th e  power to  

d is t in g u is h  h is t o r y ,  aESxtsSiiete^x from myth. More than t h i s ,  i t  

has g iv e n  to  European c i v i l i s a t i o n  a u n ity  so prefound t h a t ,  

when any danger th re a te n s  what i s  fundam ental in  i t ,  the v a rio u s  

elem ents in  Europe th a t  most embody i t ,  a re  w elded to g e th e r  in to  

a f i e r y  w hole, which a c ts  w ith  a wisdom and d eterm in ation  beyond 

th a t  o f  any in d iv id u a l or s t a t e .  Thus the Crusades were a 

movement o f  th e c o l l e c t i v e  co n scio u sn ess o f  Europe a g a in s t  th e  

Mahommedan p e r i l j  and o f l a t e  we have seen a s im ila r  phenomenon, 

when a l l  th a t  was tr u e s t  to  our European t r a d it io n  ro se  as one 

man a g a in s t  the a n t i- C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e  o f N ietch e  embodied in  the 

P ru ssian



s t a t e .

This power o f combining d iv e r s e  elem en ts, and making them 

work to g e th e r  v o lu n t a r i ly  and harm oniously and on a v a s t  s c a le  

tow ards a common end i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  unknown in  th e E a st. Indeed 

i t  i s  hard enough to  g e t  O r ie n ta ls  o f  d i f f e r e n t  creed s and 

temperaments to  work to g e th e r  on a sm all s c a le .  "The tro u b le  

w ith  our In d ian  p o l i t i c s  -  s a id  a prominent Hindu gentlem an to  

me one day, " i s  th a t we n ever seem a b le  to  d i f f e r  s tro n g ly  on 

any m atter w ith ou t i t  ten d in g to  become a p e rso n a l q u a r r e l."

And o f  c o u rse , as everybody knows, the c h ie f  d i f f i c u l t y  

th a t  "Mahatma Gandhi" has had to  cope w ith^ in  h is  Swaraj movem­

en t*, is t h a t  o f t r y in g  to  g e t  Hindus and Mussulmans to  work 

sm oothly to g e th e r  fo r  a common end.

I t  would seem alm ost th a t  th e  v e ry  id ea  o f a m u l t i p l e x ­

o r d iv e r s i t y  which i s  caught up in to  a h ig h e r  u n ity  i s  to

th e E astern  way o f  th in k in g ; and can be e x e m p lifie d  in  o th er 

spheres b e s id e  p o l i t i c s .  <^fessse ¿ompares? E astern  and W estern 

m usic, f o r  in s ta n c e . Almost th e  f i r s t  th in g  th a t  s t r ik e s  th e 

W esterner i s  th a t  E astern  music i s  d evoid  o f harmony. I t  i s ,  

in  f a c t ,  th a t you might c a l l  one dim ensional m usic. I t  has 

produced a g r e a t  v a r ie t y  o f m elodies -  many o f  them perhaps too 

s u b tle  f o r  th e W estern ear to  a p p re c ia te  -  but i t  has no con­

ce p tio n  o f th e b eau ty  th a t  can be o b ta in ed  by p la y in g  two o r more 

n o tes  to g e th e r  so th a t  t h e ir  in d iv id u a l v a lu e s  a re  enhanced by

t h e ir  r e c ip r o c a l  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  a common chord. $ (u t

#  ddi? .J\r fcs /j
s/TV



On s e v e r a l o cca sio n s  I  have asked  Ind ian s i f  they cou ld  

p la y  th e  p ia n o , and th ey have r e p lie d  in  the a f f ir m a t iv e .  On 

b ein g  asked to  perform  th ey  have (to  my astonishment^-* th e  f i r s t  

tim e a t  any r a te )  se a te d  them selves solem nly a t  the piano and 

proceeded to  p la y  a tune w ith  one f in g e r  o n ly . One gentlem an, 

indeed p la y e d  w ith  two f in g e r s ,  bu t he p la y ed  the tune in  o cta v e s  

from b egin n in g to  end. There was no s ig n  o f any accompaniment 

to  the a i r ,  nor any harmony o f  any k in d , n or ap p a ren tly  the 

s l i g h t e s t  d e s ir e  f o r  i t ,  nor th e  sense th a t an ythin g was m issin g. 

The o th e r  In d ian s p re se n t applauded th e se  stran ge r e c i t a l s  as 

though th ey were v e ry  m e rito rio u s  p erform ances, as d o u b tless  

th ey were from t h e ir  p o in t o f v iew . I t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  im p o ssib le  

even f o r  an educated Indian  -  who has n ever been to  Europe -  to  

understand even th e  idea o f  modem o r c h e s tr a l  music in  which so 

many d iv e r s e  sounds a re  caught up in to  a h ig h e r u n ity .

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  see in  t h is  s t r ik in g  d if fe r e n c e  between 

th e music o f  E ast and West th e  symbol o f  a s t i l l  deeper d iv ­

ergen ce. I t  i l l u s t r a t e s  e x a c t ly  th e  d if fe r e n c e  between th e 

C h r is t ia n  and O r ie n ta l id e a s  o f  heaven. In the C h r is t ia n  

heaven th e  in d iv id u a l p e r s o n a l i t ie s  s u rv iv e  -  e t e r n a l ly  se p a ra te  

and d i s t i n c t ^  ^plF^t the same tim e, w ith o u t lo s in g  an ythin g o f 

t h e ir  in d iv id u a l i t y ,  th ey are  caught up in to  a h ig h e r  u n it y ,  l ik e  

th e  component p a r ts  o f a mighty o r c h e s tr a . There a re  innum erable 

se p a ra te  s a in ts  and a n g e ls  in  Heaven, but (as Shakespeare says in  

one o f h is  sonnets) "Number th e re  in  lo v e  i s  s la i n ."

Dante d e s c r ib e s  i t  in  h is  P a r a d is e .._.
y

Or as



4^'In fa s h io n  as a snow-white r o s e , la y  th e re  
B efo re  my view  th e s a in t ly  m u ltitu d e 
Which in  H is own b lo o d  C h r is t  esp ou sed "?

In  n oth in g  does what we have c a l le d  th e  subconscious in flu e n c e  

o f C h r is t ia n it y  in  Europe m an ifest i t s e l f  more c le a r ly  -  as in  

c o n tra s t  to  pagan c i v i l i s a t i o n s  -  than in  i t s  rev eren ce  f o r  and 

a p p re c ia tio n  o f th e  Child*

W hile in  In d ia  I  became in tim a te ly  acqu ain ted  w ith  an
§

Indian  gentlem an who, v e ry  r i g h t l y ,  had come to  th e  co n clu sio n

th a t  th e  b e s t  investm ent he cou ld  make f o r  h is  c h ild r e n  was to

g iv e  them th e  b e s t  education  p o s s ib le .-  He was aa-teeaasad:fe»(jj.y ct,

w ealth y man, and was prep ared  to  pay v e ry  l i b e r a l l y  f o r  what he

wanted. He d id  n ot send h is  c h ild re n  to  Europe becau se he s a id

he d id  n o t want them to  become "de—n a t io n a lis e d  . So he ransacked

In d ia  to  t r y  and f in d  s u ita b le  tu to r s  and s u ita b le  Indian books

f o r  h is  c h ild r e n . But he found, a f t e r  a w h ile , th a t  even h is

fa b u lo u s w ealth  cou ld  not p ro cu re  what he sought. " I t  i s  a
II

stra n ge  th in g  " ,  he rem arked, th a t  none o f our g r e a t  P u n d its 

and p h ilo so p h e rs  seem a b le  to  w r ite  books s p e c ia l ly  s u ita b le  

f o r  c h ild r e n , whereas in  England you have hundreds o f  such books

on a l l  co n ce iv a b le  s u b je c ts ,  and even have s p e c ia l  m agazines and 

newspapers f o r  th e  l i t t l e  ones* Not on ly  th a t ,  bu t your g r e a t  

a u th o rs , o f  t h e ir  own a cco rd , v e ry  o fte n  w r ite  books s p e c ia l ly
YvVLAAf

f o r  c h ild r e n , and do not th in k  i t  to  do s o " . (He was

r e f e r r in g  to  au th ors l i k e  S ir  James B a r r ie ,  Lewis C a r r o l l ,  

C h e ste rto n , R. L. Stevenson) " I  have t r i e d " ,  he went on, To 

g e t  some o f our le a rn e d  sc h o la rs  to  w r ite  such books f o r  Indian



JSffltLDRM, w ith  an In d ian  s e t t in g  to  them, and have o ffe r e d  to  pay 

them w e ll  f o r  doing so , hut th ey  do n ot .seem a b le  to  do it» —  

though why I  don’ t  know."

In r e p ly ,  I  t o ld  my fr ie n d  th a t  I  thought th a t  i t  was 

p robably  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t our r e l ig io n  has alw ays in c u lc a te d
Q

a profound reveren ce  f o r  ch ildh ood ^  — »had’ opened our eyes to  i t s  

com pelling b e a u ty X and i s  c o n tin u a lly  u rg in g  us to  em ulate th e  

c h i ld - l ik e  s p i r i t  in  i t s  sim ple t r u s t ,  i t s  g r a t e f u l  accep tan ce o f 

the^gpif t h in g s  o f l i f e ,  and above a l l  in  i t s  innocence and p u r ity .  

Furtherm ore i t  te a ch e s  us th a t  we a re  a l l  e q u a lly  lo v e a b le  and 

e q u a lly  s tu p id  in  the p resen ce o f th e i n f i n i t e  and c h a r ita b le  

wisdom o f th e A lm ighty F a th e r , th a t  we a re  a l l  c h ild re n  o f th e  

same F a t h e r y ^ n ly ^ t h a t  i s  so happens th a t  some o f  H is c h ild r e r N ^  

/ ^ lik e ^ lS T c h e s t e r t o n  f o r  in s ta n c e  J happen to  be .p h y s ic a lly  y  \  

b ig g e r ,  but by/no means th e r e fo r e  b e t t e r  or wiyser than h is  sm a lle r  \ 

b ro th e rs  a n d / s is te r s  in  the m jrsery  ( fo r  wh<W, I  am q u ite  ¿ u re , | 

he would tu rn  h im s e lf in to  ¿n  e lep h an t a t  J  moment* s n o t ic e  -  j

\  which i s  niore than most Iirnian P u n d its would1 do, though they see , 

every day o f .thei r  l i v e s ).------ -------"

o f  Ram and Arjuna andthe o th e r f ig u r e s  o f the Hindu m ythology).

-v
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Another p o in t o f d if fe r e n c e ,  and one which -  to  some e xten t 

a t  any r a t e  -  comes as a r e s u l t  o f th e  in flu e n c e s  we have been 

d is c u s s in g , i s  th e  O r ie n t a l^  w ell-know n in d if fe r e n c e  to  Time; 

C h r is t ia n  th eo lo g y  has i t  th a t  "Man i s  b o m  and d ie s  on ce, and 

a f t e r  comes th e judgem ent." Hence i t  fo llo w s  th a t  our ^sojourn 

h ere  on ea rth  i s  fra u g h t w ith  momentous is s u e s ,  b o th  f o r  o u rse lv e s  

and o th e rs . I t  b r in g s  w ith  i t  o p p o r tu n it ie s , in d iv id u a l and n a t­

io n a l ,  which can n ever re c u r . Furtherm ore in  th e  t r a d it io n  of 

European p h ilosop h y E v il  i s  no shadowy n eg a tio n  o f  good: i t  i s  

a l i v i n g  p e rso n a l p r in c ip le ,  t e r r i b l e  w ith  a l l  the s u b t le ty  and 

stre n g th  o f the a n g e lic  mind, though f a l l e n .  Human l i f e  i s  

th e r e fo r e  f u l l  o f c o n f l ic t in g  l o y a l t i e s ,  p ro d ig io u s  e f f o r t s ,  

ir r e c o v e r a b le  d e s t in ie s ,  in  sh o rt w ith  a l l  th e  h igh  elem ents o f 

a drama th a t r o l l s  onwards w ith  g a th e rin g  fo r c e s  to  a g r e a t  and 

t e r r i b l e  Day o f Doom.

Not so w ith  . th e  O r ie n ta l.  He b e lie v e s  in  an en d less 

su cce ssio n  o f b ir t h s  and r e - b ir t h s ;  and Time i s  n ot any g r e a t  

m atter. Time i s  f o r  him sim ply th e  warp a c ro ss  which the s h u tt le  

o f our Ego p a sse s  and r e p a s s e s , as i t  weaves through c o u n tle ss  

in c a rn a tio n s  th e p a tte rn  o f our E x is te n c e . S in ce  one w i l l  have 

to  l i v e  a ga in  on t h is  ea rth  so many thousands o f  tim e s, why work 

o n s e lf  up V̂ ^ u n com fo rtab le  enthusiasm s, and e x a c tin g  p h ila n th r o p ie s , 

o r  dep art on dangerous cru sad es! A ctio n  b in d s you a s f ir m ly  to  

th e  "Wheel o f  E x iste n ce " as does in a c t io n , -  and both  a re  an 

i l l u s i o n .  I t  i s  a l l  "Maya", an i l l u s i o n ,  -  a p re d e stin e d  f l i c k ­

e rin g  o f l i g h t s  and shadows a c ro ss  the in term in ab le  screen  o f

One may as w e ll  make th e  i l l u s i o n  as com fortab le asE x is te n c e .



p o s s ib le ;  and anyhow i t  i s  a l l  p re-a rra n ged  -  Kismet!

There a re  o f  cou rse many oth er p o in ts ,  which could  be ment­

ioned, th a t  b e a r upon the s u b je c t  o f t h is  a r t i c l e  -  such a s the 

custom ofk eep in g  Purdah, c h ild  m a rria ges, the l ic e n t io u s  r ig h t s ,  

o f c e r ta in  Hindu tem ples -  b u t enough has been s a id  to  stk show 

how profound i s  th e  c le a v a g e  between a C h r is t ia n  and a non- 

C h r is t ia n  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  And furtherm ore i t  has been our aim 

to  emphasise th ose  p o in ts  o f d if fe r e n c e  which a re  n ot so much 

th e d ir e c t  r e s u l t s  o f C h r is t ia n  te a ch in g  as t h e ir  in d ir e c t  con­

sequence, o p e ra tin g  as i t  were su b co n sc io u sly , as th a t r e l ig io n ,  

has l i t t l e  by l i t t l e ,  leaven ed  th e  hwhole s tr u c tu r e  o f th e 

s o c ie ty .

B e fo re  we draw t h is  essay  to  a c lo s e ,  th e re  i s  one a sp e c t 

o f  i t  which c a l l s  u rg e n tly  to  be co n sid ered . The w r ite r  can 

im agine th a t  many an E astern  rea d er -  and o th e rs  b e s id e s  -  a f t e r  

p eru sin g  the above com parisons, to  exp ress h im se lf in d ig n a n tly  as 

fo llo w s  ) -

"Your treatm en t o f th e s u b je c t  i s  g r o s s ly  u n fa ir .  You 
have taken  th e b e s t  out o f yo u r c i v i l i s a t i o n  and compared i t  
w ith  th e  w orst in  o u rs. Any one could  make out a case l i k e  th a t .

But what about you r W estern c i t i e s ?  Do th ey  im press th e  
E astern  v i s i t o r  as b ein g  f u l l  o f h e ro ic  e f f o r t s  and mementous 
is s u e s ;  o r  ra th e r  a re  they n ot f u l l  o f m u s ic -h a lls , n ig h t-c lu b s  
and -  g e n e r a lly  speaking -  a mad, u n cea sin g , w h ir lin g  ra ce  
a f t e r  p le a s u r e .

You t a lk  to  us o f th e s a n c t ity  o f m arriage; and your d iv o rc e



c o u rts  are  f u l l  to  o v e rflo w in g . You h o ld  up h o ly  hands o f 

h o rro r  a t  the r i t e s  o f some o f our tem p les, y e t  one o f  th e 

forem ost A n glican  d iv in e s  o f the day has openly spoken o f the 

p r a c t ic e  o f M r th - c o n to l as the le s s e r  o f two e v i l s .

"You would have us emulate the ord er and fe ta b i li ty  o f 

your governm ents, and we see th e s t r e e t s  running red  w ith  

re v o lu tio n  in  the f i r s t  European s t a t e  we e n te r  from a cro ss  our

"You t e l l  us we have no reveren ce  f o r  the c h ild ;  but 

has your modem European c h i ld  any reveren ce  f o r  i t s  p a ren ts?

And so on.

■ pkese -  and th ere  a re  more th a t cou ld  be mentioned -

to  deny them. For th e re  a r e , in  p o in t o f  f a c t ,  p ow erfu l d is ­

ru p tiv e  fo r c e s  in  European S o c ie ty ,  which are  ra p id ly  ten din g 

towards the d is in te g r a t io n  of. th e C h r is t ia n  c i v i l i s a t i o n  which 

we in h e r ite d  from th e  Middle A ges. And th e se  fo r c e s  a re
< S

making them selves more evid en t every y e a r .

L e ft  to  them selves they would I n e v ita b ly  reduce Europe 

to  the same s e v e l -  or r a th e r  to  a much low er l e v e l  o f mor­

a l i t y  than any pagan . c i v i l i s a t i o n  a t  p resen t e x is t in g .

But they a re  n ot l e f t  to  th em selves. As th e  t id e  o f 

Modernism sweeps onwards w ith  g a th e rin g  f o r c e ,  c a rry in g  away 

on i t s  r e s t le s s  bosom one a f t e r  an oth er o f our co n ven tio n al 

m o r a l i t i e s ,  one in s t i t u t io n  -  am idst the g e n e ra l con fu sion

and immutable as ever -  even as a g r e a t  ro ck  i s  l e f t  standin g

b o rd e rs .

a re  se rio u s  ch arges indeed; and u n fo rtu n a te ly  i t  i s  im p ossib le

and 6/ l a i d  b are  to  a l l  th e w orld , f ix e d

S  èjL O U j s t S ‘



by the ou tgoin g t id e  which sweeps away to  d e s tr u c tio n  th e surroun­

ding l i t t e r  o f ru bbish  and s h i f t in g  sand*

That in s t i t u t io n  i s  the C a th o lie  Church, founded in  th e  beg­

in n in g on th e  Rock th a t  can n ever he shaken. The C a th o lic  Church, 

as G.K. C h esterto n  w i t t i l y  o b se rv e s , i s  th e  on ly in s t i t u t io n  in  

Europe to -d a y  which i s  o f Pagan o r ig in . Or as Macaulay s a y s , in  

h is  w e ll  known p a ssa g e , "The h is t o r y  o f th a t Church jo in s  to g e th e r  

th e  two g r e a t  ages o f human a c i v i l i s a t i o n .  No o th e r in s t i t u t io n  

i s  l e f t  stan d in g which c a r r ie s  th e mind back to  th e tim es when th e 

smoke o f s a c r i f i c e  ro se  from th e Pantheon, and when cam eleopards

and t ig e r s  bounded in  th e F la v ia n  a m p h ith e a tre ..
/  lWo^<^yy. ^

I t  i s  th e  contineud presen ce o f t h is  in s t i t u t io n ,  and t h is  

a lo n e , which has g iv e n  and s t i l l  g iv e s  to  European S o c ie ty  (and 

i t s  d e r iv a t iv e  o ffs h o o ts  -  America and the European c o lo n ie s )  

jJts^permanence and c o n t in u ity , and su p p lie s  i t  w ith  th ose elem ents 

which mark i t  o f f  from every o th e r  c i v i l i s a t i o n  th a t  has ever a

e x is te d .

To b r in g  home t h is  statem en t, which any w ealth  o f d e t a i l ,  

would be as f a r  beyond the scope o f t h is  essay  as i t  would be 

beyond the a b i l i t y  o f the p re se n t w r i t e r .  'EdokuT? ’

But even w ith ou t tu rn in g  our a tte n t io n  to  p a st ages and bu ry­

in g  o u rse lv e s  deep in  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a t is e s  -  indeed w ith ou t read ­

ing an ythin g a t  a l l  excep t the s ign s o f thev‘jfm es, t h is  tru th  i s  

broughtfhome to  any im p a rtia l o b se rv e r , as one circum stance a f t e r  

an oth er draws h is  x a tte n t io n  th e om nipresent leaven  o f the 

C a th o lic  Church in  Europe a t  th e  p re se n t day.



Many o f  ua In t h is  g en e ra tio n  (th e  p re se n t w r i t e r  in clu d ed ) 

were brought up to  th in k  o f th e  C a th o lic  Church as a cumbersome 

and le th a r g ic  Body, b e r e f t  o f a l l  v i t a l i t y ,  a mere w om -out r e l i c  

o f  a bye-gone a g e , an a n tiq u re  s u r v iv a l  -  n o t o f the f i t t e s t .  We 

looked  upon C a th o lic s  w ith  a p a tro n is in g  m ixture o f p i t y  and sco rn , 

a s  we wondered how any I n t e l l ig e n t  b e in g s  cou ld  su b scrib e  to  a 

creed  so mixed w ith  s u p e r s t it io n , so h o p e le ss  a t  v a r ia n c e  w ith  

s c ie n c e , Which hung such heavy and in su p p o rta b le  w eigh ts upone th e 

so a rin g  s p i r i t  o f man. I t  n ever occured to  us -  even in  our dreams 

th a t  t h is  g r e a t  m echanical in s t i t u io n ,  moving so s lo w ly , m erely 

w ith  the r e s id u a l impetus l e f t  in  i t  by a s p i r i t  which had lon g 

a in ce  departed  ( as a ch icken  w i l l  run f o r  a w h ile  w ith  i t s  head 

cu t o f f )  th a t  an in s t i t u t io n  so moribund as t h is  oould have any

v i t a l  connexion w ith  the S p ir i t  o f  our Age.

And then came th e  g r e a t  d is c o v e r y . By the Grace o f Sod 

our eyes were opened, and we saw th a t  a l l  t h is  apparent s t i l l n e s s  

and im m obility was sim ply th e  r e s u lt s  o f i t s  p e r fe c t  b a lan ce  -  

even as a g ig a n tic  f ly - w h e e l ,  r e v o lv in g  w ith  in c re d itt le  ra p d ity  

appears th e  more m o tio n less the more p e r fe c t  i s  i t s  p o is e . We 

r e a l is e d  th a t  every  p a r t  o f t h is  c o l lo s s a l  in s t i t u t io n  -  every  

r i t e ,  every ceremony, every minute vestm ent -  was th robbin g w ith   ̂

an in c r e d ib le  v i t a l i t y  -  was in  f a c t  "aflam e w ith  th e  Holy S p i r i t " .

And now as we lo o k  around us -  n ot m erely to  In d iv id u a ls  -  

but r ig h t  a c ro ss  the ev e n ts  o f our tim e, we d is c e rn  in  a l l  manner 

o f d i f f e r e n t  ways th e  lea ven in g  in flu e n c e  o f the OathoU<= Church, 

supportin g and d efen d in g what i s  b e s t  in  our c i v i l i s a t i o n .  .J X  

one moment the o b se rv e r w itn e sse s  th e  a s to n is h in g  s p e c ta c le
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o f a"d ecad en t,"  C a th o lic  country c a s t in g  out from i t s e l f  the d e v i ls  

o f  s lo th  and d is o rd e r  and re tu rn in g  to  an economic s t a b i l i t y  and 

-w ell-being which i s  the wonder and enTy o f o th e r  n a tio n s ; the n ext 

he sees th e C a th o lic  Church, by i t s  h e ro ic  o p p o s itio n , r e v e a lin g  

to  a l l  Europe -  l i k e  a sudden and sea rch in g  l i g h t ,  th e  s in is t e r  

o u t lin e s  o f B olshevism .

Or tu rn in g  to  th e  sphere o f m orals. Amidst th e confused b ab el 

o f openion s, u n c e rta in  q u e stio n in g , h e s i t a t in g  a u t h o r it ie s  on such 

m atters as d iv o r c e , and b r lt h  c o n tro l -  as th ey a re  d iscu sse d  by 

oth er r e l ig io u s  denom inations -  he h ea rs  the v o ic e  o f th e C a th o lic  

Church sounding above the tu m u lt, c le a r  as a trum pet, and, as a 

trum pet, c a l l i n g  to  b a t t le .

Or i t  may be he has been caught in  the s u b tle  meshes o f 

Theosophy or some o th e r o f th e many form s o f O rie n ta lism , w hich, 

under th e co ver o f a re in te r p r e te d  C h r is t ia n it y ,  t r y  -  as they 

have e v e r  t r ie d  a l l  down th e  c e n tu r ie s , to  undermine the f a i t h  

o f Europe. And what does he f in d . He fin d s  w ith o u t excep tio n  

th a t  a l l  th e se  h e r e s ie s  are  a b le  tb  form a s o r t  o f s p ir i t u a l  

a l lo y  w ith  one o r  more o f th e  v a r io u s  C h r is t ia n  S e cts  o f Europe, 

but th a t  th ey a l l  stop  dead a t  th e g a te s  o f th a t  " C ity  which i s  

s e t  ona H i l l " .  In sh o rt he w i l l  f in d  th a t  u lt im a te ly  he w i l l  

have to  choose -  as so many have done -  between h is  Theosophy, 

S p ir itu a lis m , C h r is t ia n  S cien ce  or w hatever i t  i s  and th e  C a th o lic  

Church. F or as i t  was the c h iv a lr y  o f  Europe, in s p ire d  by th e  

C a th o lic  Church th a t  drove back the hordes o f Mahommddans, so 

i t  i s  C a th o lic  th in k e r s , and on ly th ey -  in s p ir e d  by th a t  same 

Church -who a re  a b le  to  d r iv e  back from the minds o f  man
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th e pagan hordes o f to -d a y , who w ith  pen in  hand in s te a d  o f la n c e , 

b e s ie g e  h is  tro u b led  s p i r i t .

Nor has th e  Church fo r g o tte n  to  w ie ld  th e sword as w e ll  as 

th e pen. Yihen th a t  n a tio n , which in  the p r id e  o f i t s  h e a rt  had 

r e b e lle d  more com p letely  than any o th er a g a in s t  the s p ir i t u a l  

dominion o f Rome, leagu ed  i^ fcse lf a f t e r  a la p s e  o f th re e  c e n tu r ie s , 

w ith  th e h e r e d ita r y  enemies of C h r is t ia n it y ,  in  an attem pt to  

overwhelm European c i v i l i s a t i o n  and s e t  up in  i t s  p la c e  a blasphem­

ous K u ltu r o f i t s  own, i t  was th e  C a th o lic  c o u n tr ie s  o f th e Con­

t in e n t  which ro se  to  w ith stan d  i t .  Then i t  was th a t England -  

C a th o lic s  s t i l l  a t  h e a rt  though she does n ot y e t  r e a l i s e  i t  - 

broke through th e  " f i l t h y  cobwebs" which had so long obscured h er 

v is io n ;  and, se e in g  th a t n a tio n  as i t  r e a l ly  w as, threw in  h er 

l o t  w ith  the C a th o lic s  t r a d it io n  o f Europe.

I t  would be p o s s ib le  to  m u ltip ly  examples alm ost i n d e f i n i t l e y , 

and show how in  L ite r a tu r e ,  A r t ,  M usic, S c ie n c e , P o l i t i c a l  Economy, 

th e p resen ce o f th e C a th o lic  Church a c ts  as a con servin g  in f lu e n c e , 

d r iv in g  out what i s  u n d is c ip lin e d , morbid and e x o tic  su pplyin g 

in s te a d  p ro p o s itio n  and b a la n c e , s a n ity  and humour, and above a l l  

an In d e fin a b le  atmosphere o f wholesomeness and p u r ity  which i s  

p e c u l ia r ly  i t s  own. But enough has a lre a d y  been sa id  to  show 

th a t  th e re  i s  a s a l i d  re p ly  to  th e O r ie n ta l" s  supposed o b je c tio n  

to  our main t h e s is .

One word more in  co n clu sio n . The b e s t  p ro o f th a t  our main 

co n ten tio n  in  t h is  essay i s  a c o r r e c t  one i s  th a t  f a c t  th a t
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w herever C a th o lic ism  has taken a h o ld  amongst th e O r ie n ta ls .

One fin d s  th e  same q u a l i t ie s  sp rin g in g  up l i k e  flo w e rs  in  

th e d e s e r t . Indeed w herever the in flu e n c e  o f C h r is t ia n it y  i s  brought 

to  b ea r -  through any denom ination -  th e  C h r is t ia n  v ir t u e s  w i l l  

b eg in  to  appear (I  knew an E n glish  C o lo n e l, a C i v i l  Surgeon, n ot 

much o f a Church-goer h im se lf by th e way, who used to  sa y , "L ine 

me up 50 n a t iv e  women and d ress  them a l l  the same, and I  w i l l  

make a good shot a t  p ic k in g  out a l l  the C h r is t ia n s  by th e exp ressio n  

o f t h e i r  f a c e s ." )  But too o fte n , in  the ca se  o f the S e c ts ,  th e se  

v ir t u e s  are  only sk in  deep o r evan escen t; and th e term "R lce -  

C h r is t ia n "  i s  a reproach which h a s , a l a s ,  too  o fte n  a s o l id  founda­

t io n .
On th e o th e r hand the e x p ressio n  "Once a C a th o lic ,  alw ays 

a C a th o lic "  h o ld s  t r u e , on the w hole, in  the E ast as in  th e West 

and i t  i s  g e n e r a lly  adm itted th a t C a th o lic ism  ta k es  a deeper h o ld  

on th e  Indian  than any o th er form o f C h r is t ia n it y .

" I  th in k  th e re  must be something d i f f e r e n t  about th e C a th o lic s  

from the oth er C h r is t ia n  b o d ie s . ,"  sa id  a Hindu fr ie n d  o f mine to  

me one day, who was h im se lf something o f a s c e p t ic  on a l l  r e l ig io n s ,  

in c lu d in g  h is  own. I asked him the reason why he thought t h is  

and r e p lie d  to  the e f f e c t  th a t  he had o fte n  had C a th o lic s  in  h is  

employment and had been s tru c k  w ith  the f a c t  th a t  th ey were 

u s u a lly  r e l i a b le .  A lso  he s a id  th e re  seemed to  be a c e r ta in  

m atter -  of - fa c tn e s s  about t h e i ^ e l i g i o n  which appealed to  him.

I t  seemed to  f i t  them n a tu r a lly  l i k e  a w ell-m ade garment; and 

they n ever seemed to  put on a ir s  or g e t  o th e r p eo p les backs up 

by making out they were much b e t t e r  than o th e r p eop le  -  or words



to  th a t e f f e c t .  And y e t ,  he went on, a t  the same tim e they seem 

to  ta k e  t h e ir  r e l ig io n  q u ite  s e r io u s ly ,  f o r  they alw ays go to  

Church on Sundays.

U n fo rtu n ate ly  I  was not a b le  to  t e l l  him what th e re  was about 

C a th o lic ism  which had t h is  p e c u lia r  e f f e c t  on i t s  d e v o te e s , f o r  the

sim ple reason  th a t  I  was n ot a C a th o lic ,

But as a m atter o f f a c t  I  had observed the same th in g  m yself; 

and f o r  t h is  and o th er reasons had dropped in to  the h a b it  o f a t t ­

ending C a th o lic  Churches in  w hatever p a r t  o f In d ia  ( and l a t e r  

in  A fr ic a )  th a t  I happened to  be in .  And a lw a ys, w herever I  w ant,

I  go t the same im p ression . And I  cannot d e s c r ib e  t h is  im pression 

b e t t e r  than by sayin g  th a t  amongst th e se  p eop le  I  f e l t  somehow th a t  

g r e a t  g u lf  th a t  I  have been speaking o f between E ast and West had

van ish ed.

F o r over a y e a r  I  used to  a tte n d  a C a th o lic  Church where 

im portant E n glish  o f f i c i a l s  and t h e i r  fa m ilie s  and th e  p o o rest and 

most uneducated Ind ian s (who p r e fe r r e d  to  s i t  and k n e e l on the 

f l o o r  through the s e r v ic e  in  O r ie n ta l fa sh io n )  used to  r e c e iv e ,  a t 

th e same a l t a r  r a i l s ,  th e Body o f Our B le sse d  Lord, ad m in istered

by th e brown hands o f a Genoese P r ie s t .

From t h is  F e a st  -  in  s p ite  o f my b e in g  a European and 

I n h e r it in g  th e European t r a d it io n s  o f which I  have been speaking 

I  wax exclu d ed , w h ile  the p o o re st n a t iv e ,  l i v in g  on a few rupees 

a month, in  a house th e s iz e  o f a sm all s t a b le ,  was a welcome g u e s t.

Here was m atter f o r  another d is c o v e r y , more im portant than 

th a t  of th e ’ Subconscious C h r is t ia n it y  o f Europe’ ; bu t t h is  was 

a d isc o v e ry  concerning in d iv id u a ls ,  as th a t  had to  do- w ith  s o c ie t -



ie s  as a whole.

F or to  th a t  c e l e s t i a l  banquest many a re  in v ite d  who do n ot g o , 

and many a re  brought in  from th e  highways and hedges; and a l l  who 

go -  fif w hatever rank o r c o lo u r  -  must do t h e ir  Wedding Garment 

b e fo re  th ey can be adm itted.



THE UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIANITY OF EUROPE

A Study in  C on trast between Europe and A sia

There i s  a say in g  by S i r  O liv e r  Lodge N& th a t

"the l a s t  th in g  a d eep -sea  f i s h  would d is c o v e r  would be w ater

He u ses i t  in  con n ection  w ith  the d is c o v e ry  o f  the u n iv e r s a l 
. • ‘

medium * U rn  e th e r  -  whose v e ry  om nipresence makes i t  so hard 

fot* us r e a l is e  i t s  E x isten ce  * The w e ll known p roverb , " I t  i s  

hard to  see the wood fo o  the tre e s " ,a n d  the phrase "What do th ey 

know o f England who on ly  Englan know "$• isettB5iaMPi»»embody a 

s im ila r  p r in c ip le   ̂ Which i s  t h is  th at^ to  become f u l l y  cons- 

sc io u s  o f  an environment one must be a b le ; in  some s o r t  o f  way^ 

to  g e t  beyond i t  .

What i s  tru e  w ith  regard  to  n a tio n a l c h a r a c t e r is t ic s  

i s  even more s t r ik in g ly  so in  the case o f  d i f f e r e n t  c iv i lz a t io n s .

I t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  im p o ssib le  f o r  any one to  g e t  a v iv id  r e a l i s ­

a t io n  o f  the e s s e n t ia l  elem ents in  European c i v i l i a i o n  w ithout 

im some way o r o th e r  g e t t in g  o u ts id e  i t  —  i . e ,  by l i v i n g  . e i t l e r  

a c t u a l ly  o r in  im agin ation ^ in  some w h olly  a l ie n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  ,a s  

f o r  in sta n ce^ th a t o f  A s ia .

I t  was th e p resen t w r i t e r 's  l o t  to  l i v e  fo r  some tim e 

in  the E ast (~as p r iv a te  tu to r^ T  ^and in  such a manner’) th a t  he
§

was v e ry  la r g e ly  cut o f f  from any European S o c ie ty  .

A f te r  in tim a te  co n ta ct w ith  Indian  s o c ia l  l i f e  ,

and a%»«% unusual o p p o rtu n ity  o f ob servin g  the v a rio u s  c o n tra s ts

between E ast and West »there g r a d u a lly  grew up^nwfr'g w t nfcarl ItniiaT

%^»the w r i t e r 's  mind one fundamental and a l l  in c lu s iv e  d iffe r e n c e .
this (fc  txUlvnfrt

I t  i s  not easy to  exp ress i t  in  one sentence ; but i f  to

i t  would” run something l i k e  t h is  <$ "The fundamental d iffe re n w e  

between th e c i v i l i s a t i o n s  o f  Europe and A sia  l i e s  in  the f a c t
I ¡Ôitf-VvyvXXV.

th a t  c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f  Europe has th e Middle Ages behind i t  »while 

th a t  o f  -A-sAa has fUjr®*
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# does
^ " T h l s  a s se r tio n ^ o f course^*»  4 o not raean^ th a t  the E astern  

ra ce s  d id  not e x i s t  throughout the Middle Ages ,n o r does i t  

deny them a h is t o r y  o f  t h e ir  own d u rin g th a t  tim e . I t  means 

ra th e r  4M b*», th a t  in  speaking o f "The Middle Ages " we r e f e r  

to  a v e ry  d e f in i t e  in flu e n c e  ^unique o f  i t s  kind^ - a "Zelt-G -eist"*^ 

i f  you l i k e  ^ n ot to  be found in  any o th er p a rt o f  th ^ ro rld  .

W ithout go in g  in to  d e t a i l s  we may say th a t  f o r  a 

thousand yea rs  th e  s p i r i t  o f  Europe was moulded by organ ised  

C h r is t ia n it y  .

When the A n cien t World broke up w ith  the f a l l  o f he 

Roman Empire *and th e o ld -e s ta b lis h e d  landmarks seemed to  be 

swept away by th e in flo w in g  t id e  o f  barbarism  ,th e  C h r is t ia n  

Church remained in t a c t  • I t  had gath ered  in to  I t s e l f  a l l  th a t  

was o f  im p erish able  moral v a lu e  in  th a t  a n c ie n t o rd er o f  th in g s  —

- the ph ilosop h y o f  G reece , f wew the r e l ig io n  o f he Jews 

smia4ifc-.the ord er and u n ity  o f  the Roman Empire -  $ and now , 

s a f e ly  sto red  w ith in  i t s e l f  , i t  c a rr ie d  th ese  p r ic e le s s  

elem ents forw ard in to  the age th a t  was Just begin n in g -  an age 

in  which i t  was to  be the dominant factor»

As the magnet has power to  draw towards i t s e l f  , in  

a d e f in i t e  p attern ^ th e lo o s e ly  s c a tte r e d  p a r t ic le s  o f  iro n  , so 

th e C hurchyacting on the d is o r d e r ly  elem ents th a t  en tered  

Europe from beyond the Rhine and the Danube , crea ted  a new 

o rd er ¿^a new c i v i l i s a t i o n  which endured f o r  a thousand years .

The moulding in flu e n c e  o f th e Church d u rin g  t h is  

p eriod  was so stupendous , so com plete » so enduring , so omni­

p resen t in  i t s  e ffe o ts ^ th a t  f o r  the most p a rt we are  unconscious 

o f  i t  ; nor can we e v e r p ro p e rly  r e a l i s e  i t  u n t i l  we pass 

beyond i t s  borders^, in to  a pagan ai y i l i s a t ie ft which has n ever 

been under i t s  sway .

On go in g  out to  the E ast one does not a t  f i r s t  

r e a l i s e  t h is  profound d if fe r e n c e  ^ so d eep -rooted  in  th e  P a st.

One i s  more l i k e l y  to  be im pressed w ith  a b e w ild e rin g  v a r ie t y  o f 

e x te rn a l d if fe r e n c e s  ,a t  once in t e r e s t in g  and p ictu re sq u e  .



As the European wanders f o r  the f i r s t  tim e through the

crowded medley o f  an E astern  bazaar^ his a t te n t io n  i s  drawn to  a
to

thousand and one stran ge d e t a i l s j-*/Aih e  v iv id ly  ooloured d re sse s

and headgears f th e q u ain t shops »the stran ge  m erchandise , the yy»l4
to

g e s t io u a la t io n s  o f  th ose  th a t  buy and s e l l  > -in  sh o rt »an i n f i n i t e

co n geries  o f  men, women, c h ild re n , dogs »goats »camels »birds

even monkeys » a ll  mixed up to g e th e r  in  one in e x t r ic a b le  con fusion

o f  oo lou r »sound , sm ell and d u st . "How th orou gh ly  E astern  1,n ,he

says to  h im se lf ,"how d i f f e r e n t  from us ! And y e t  th e se  are

not the e s s e n t ia l  m atters 5

"These are  a c t io n s  th a t  a man might p la y  ,
There i s  th a t  w ith in  which p asses show ",

The r e a l  d if fe r e n c e  »then , i s  something s p ir i t u a l  , I t  Is

th e presence o r  absence o f  a p e c u lia r  moral p ressu re  a  which has

been tra n sm itted  down to  the p resen t from g e n e ra tio n s  th a t  have

passed away many c e n tu rie s  ago . But * as we have s a id ,th e

r e a l is a t io n  o f  t h is  tr u th  may come s lo w ly  »and i t  may come in  the

fo llo w in g  way *

L et a l l  th e se  e x te rn a l d if fe r e n c e s  d isa p p ea r . L et an

Indian become outw ardly w estern ised  . L et him d re ss  in  E n glish  
t>w- IB

c lo th e s  »speak E n g lish  , l i v e  in  a European house w ith  a l l  i t s
/v ^

modern conveniences ; l e t  him read h is  morning paper a t  b r e a k fa s t
6m  I^ 1

tim e »and go gown to  h is  o f f i c e  in  h is  m otor-car »■» th e re  do

b u sin ess in  the m arkets o f  the world - -  l e t  him do a l l  t h is  and 

more - -  y e t  in  s p it e  o f  a l l  th e se  e x te rn a l resem blances^the 

e s s e n t ia l  c lea va ge  in ' s t i l l  t here .The E ast i s  s t i l l  the E ast , 

and the West j$ the West .

We would not , however , go so f a r  as to  say th a t  

"n ever the tw ain s h a ll  meet " ; but I t  i s  c e r ta in  th a t  on ly  by 

an in n er re v o lu tio n  o f the most fundamental kind , by a tr a n s ­

form ation  o f  h is  whole s p ir i t u a l  bein g , by a con version  th a t  

swings th e in d iv id u a l as i t  were c e n tu rie s  ahead o f h is  race  ,
* 0 J

can any A s ia t ic  come to  understand and a p p re c ia te  the e s s e n t ia l  

o f  European c i v i l i s a t i o n  .
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At t h is  p o in t an e xp la n a tio n  i s  n e ce ssa ry  to  avoid  a

m isunderstanding . We do not deny , f o r  in sta n ce  , th a t  th ere

a re  hundreds o f  thouiands o f Indians who are more p le a s in g  In the

s ig h t  o f  God than hundreds o f thousands o f  Europeans . For many

Hindus and Mahomedans a re  much n o b le r  ch a ra c te rs  * taken  as ln lv id -

u a ls  - than many who c a l l  them selves C h ris t ia n s  . (  One has on ly
ft

to  th in k  o f  K ip l in g 's  "Gunga Dhln " ,o r  the Lama in  "Kim" ) But
A

our p o in t is , ,  th a t  -ta k e n  c o l l e c t i v e l y  -  th e  moral tone o f  Europe ^

as expressed  in  our in s t i t u t io n s  , conventions and e th ic s  , i s

v a s t ly  su p e rio r  to  th a t  o f  th e O rien t • Hence th e average European

-through  no m erit o f  h is  own -  i s  born 3jrto a l o f t i e r  v is io n  o f

l i f e  w ith  i t s  id e a ls  and o b lig a t io n s  than the average O rie n ta l «—  |
and bred

Ju st as a o h ild  born^on the s lo p e s  o f  a mountain range in h e r it s  

( p h y s ic a l ly  ) a l o f t i e r  and broader v is io n  than a c h ild  o f the 

p la in s  . I t  i s  the con ten tion  o f  t h is  a r t i c l e  th a t  i t  i s  la r g e ly  

th e ChristAAn Middle Ages behind us th a t  has pushed our c i v i l i s ­

a t io n  up th e slo p e  o f  th e  mountain ,

In d is o u s s ln g  t h is  q u estio n  w ith  Englishmen in  the 

E ast -  in  p a r t ic u la r  w ith  Army and C iv i l  S e rv ic e  men- I have o f t «
■ y\ct o. - t

been su rp rised  at^he a t t i t u d e  «£ some o f them . Not in fr e q u e n tly

I have heard such men deny th a t  C h r is t ia n it y

whlx h  has made the e s s e n t ia l  c lea va g e  between - t i^ E a s t  and MSS'

West ."My own b e l i e f  " , th ey  w i l l  t e l l  you , " i s  th a t   ̂ in  the lon g

run , i t  d o e s n 't  make any d if fe r e n c e  what r e l ig io n  a man belon gs

to  -  o r  i f  he has any a t  a l l -  .L et#  him be A Buddhist ■  Hindu ,

Mahomedan , C h r is t ia n  , P a r s e s ,o r  even an A th e is t  , l t  makes 
Ye®-f «»

no d if fe r e n c e ,s o  lon g as he i s  s t r a ig h t  and * P la y s  th e Game'".

Sometimes th ey  w i l l  go on to  assu re  you th a t  i t  i s  a

g t e a t  m istake to  t r y  and con vert the "heathen ?ns y e U"■vaxmmmtmemz. 
w

ai-frirrfrfrea " to  an oth er r e l ig io n  . I t  i s  b e s t  to  le a v e  them to  

t h e ir  own mode o f  w orship as b e s t  s u ite d  to  t h e i r  manner

o f l i f e  and the p e c u l ia r i t ie s  o f  t h e ir  environment . Anyhow , a l l  

th a t  rea llfr^  m atters i s  th a t  th ey  should "P la y  the Game



4HMHpnitMiP» jit  I s  a cu riou s th in g  th a t  th e se  people 

should speak in  t h is  way - army o f f i c e r s  , c i v i l  surgeons , m a g ist­

ra te ?  up and down the g r e a t  empire o f  In d ia  #—  f o r  th ey  are  

ju s t  the men who,by t h e ir  l i v e s }exem p lify  th e d o c tr in e  th ey 

deny . Such men »even when th ey  have ceased to  b e l ie v e  in  

C h r is t ia n it y  »reveal as i t  were in  s p ite  o f th e m s e lv e s  t h e i r  

C h r is t ia n  o r ig in  .

T h e ir  creed may have w h itt le d  i t s e l f  down to  the sim ple

maxim "P lay  the Game " . Y et tak e  any such Englishman »with* no

p re te n sio n s  to  bein g an orthodox C h r is t ia n  ( but brought up in

a C h r is t ia n  country ) and compare h is  n o tio n  o f  "P la y in g  the Game"
S

w ith  th a t  o f an dNtanised In la n  $who has not come under th e in flu erc  

o f  E n g lish  S o c ie ty  —  and you w i l l  f in d  g r e a t  i s  th e  d if fe r e n c e .

And lo o k in g  s t i l l  deeper you w i l l  f in d  th a t t h is  d if fe r e n c e  can 

o n ly  be accounted f o r  by the fa o t  th a t  th e  Englishman c a r r ie s  

round w ith  him^as p a rt  of h is  e t h ic a l  o u t f i t  ,a s  p a rt o f  h is  very  

s e l f  in  f a c t  » c e r ta in  t r a d it io n a l  moral values^w hich a re  th e 

subconscious d e p o s it  upon h is  soul o f  c e n tu rie s  o f  C h r is t ia n it y  - 

o f  the whole 6f  4 tm  Middle Ages and even b efo re  .

T h is may seem an e x a g g e ra tio n  , but a few examples 

w i l l  make i t  c le a r  . An Englishman »new to  In d ia  , stands oh th e 

♦ erandah o f  h is  bungalow,and th e re  heaves in  s ig h t  a f a t  and o i l y  

Bunya ( merchant ) coming to  d is jja ly  h is  wares . There i s  n othing 

unusual in  t h is  -  th e re  are  s le e k  and o i l y  commercial t r a v e l l e r s  

in  Engaland- but what does s t r ik e  th e  Englishman as unusual ,and 

u n u su a lly  wrong » is th a t w h ile  th e Bunya ambles e a s i l y  a lo n g , 

c a rry in g  n othing but h is  w e llfe d  body »behind him and b e a rin g  

th e  burden o f  h is  goods th e re  s ta g g e rs  a h a lf  -naked woman .She 

i s  m erely a b e a st o f  burden »and he regard s h er as such . And 

no one »esce p t the Englishman »seems to  have any m isg iv in g s  th a t

t h is  i s  not a v e ry  r ig h t  and p rooer arrangement — > not even the
7>

w estern ised  In ian  w ith  h is  B.A» Degree a t  Bombay U n iv e rs ity  .
A

The Englishman s f i r s t  n a tu ra l im pulse i s  to  knock the

man down »and ask him what the d e v i l  he means by making a poor
A
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c a r t  h i 8 lu ggage round f o r  him l i k e  th a t  . D oubtless th e merch­

ant would s tro n g ly  re se n t such treatm ent ; but h is  resentm ent 

would not exceed h is  s u rp r is e  . He would be su rp rised  .bwoause
5

from h is  p o in t o f  view  ,he m mÈÉt no doubt th ia lr  he was treat**

in g  the woman very  handsomely .

T i t  Hi nsrr~Trfrrr an oth er example , taken  from my own 

exp erien ce  . I had been d in in g  a t  a w ealth y In d ia n 's  house . 

A f t e r  d in n er we s a t  out under a b r i l l i a n t  e l e c t r i c  a rc  l i g h t  

and c o ffe e  was served on the lawn .The warm n ig h t a i r  .odorous
->vi t* j  -r"-

w ith  th e scen t o f  jasm ine .was suddenly ren t by the sounds o f 

a woman scream ing mmw* d r e a d fu lly  . The h o st ordered a serva n t 

to  go and fin d  out what was th ^ aw tter .The man returned a f t e r  

a few m inutes and sa id  " I t l s  o n ly  the S iz a r  (h orse-b o y ) b e a t­

in g  h is  w ife  " . Upon the su g g estio n  th a t  he should go and t e l l
C t_

him to  d e s is t  .th e  servan t -who had been w ith  the fa m ily  eoano 

tim e - sm iled ra th e r  in c re d u lo u s ly  .and answered " B ut, S i r ,  

th ey  have on ly  been r e c e n t ly  m arried M -** r e fe r r in g  to  the 

proverb th a t  a man i s  not p ro p e rly  m arried u n t i l  he has beaten  

h is  w ife  ,

T h is ra th e r  c y n ic a l treatm ent o f  the s u b je c t  s t ir r e d  

me to  make some c a u s t ic  comments on th e  O rie n ta l treatm en t o f 

women g e n e r a lly  .

"I  d o n 't  see why you should make such a fu s s  " .r e p lie d

my h o st , "  th e re  are  p le n ty  o f husbands in  England who beat

t h e ir  w ives » you have o n ly  to  read the law  cou rt re p o rts
e

in  your newspapers "(He had been to  England s v e r a l tim es)

" I t  may be so ", I  r e p lie d  ,"  but th ey  do not do I t  

openly and unashamed b e fo re  an in d if fe r e n t  p u b lic  ". Then 

I r e la te d  an u n fo r g e tta b le  in c id e n t I had w itn essed  not lon g 

b e fo re  from the c a r r ia g e  o f  a ra ilw a y  t r a in  th a t  had stopped a t 

a crowded ra ilw a y  s ta t io n  .

In th e m idst o f  the u su al su rgin g  throng o f humanity, 

th a t  i s  u s u a lly  to  be found in  any la r g e  Indian  ra ilw a y  s ta t io n  , 

my a t te n t io n  happen to  f a l l  on a man who was fu r io u s ly  b e a tin g
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a woman w ith  a s t ic k  . He was d r iv in g  h er a lon g w ith  as l i t t l e  

compunction as one would d r iv e  a cow . The look  on h er fa c e  was 

a t e r r i b l e  m ixture o f  h atred  and f e a r  - a b lin d  unreasoning 

fe a r  l i k e  th a t o f  a to rtu re d  animal ^ — 3-—» —  . T̂ T -1T^~

a s 4# she wsulfl—ttafemm and»^e»A»M4rtwî 9ipgwiBite«iid4i|rieeifriiwii i mid 

J l l l l L l  11 radisMinin'- tii n~in ffiii liir What was , to  my mind , one 

o f  th e most a p p a llin g  circum stances a b o rt the whtole in c id e n t 

was the f a c t  th a t  not one o f th e persons in  the crowd -  th ey 

were a l l  n a t iv e s  - seemed to  be in  the l e a s t  p erturbed  by thfcs 

d is t r e s s in g  epee% scene ; o n ly  a few seemed to  th in k  i t  worth 

more than a second g la n ce  ,and th ey  on ly  looked on w ith  a s o rt  

o f  mild s p e c ta c u la r  I n te r e s t  . "There are  Indeed men in  England 

who b eat t h e ir  w ives went on » a fte r  havin g r e la te d  t h is

in c id e n t to  my h o st , "  but no man would be allow ed  to  do i t  

l i k e  th a t  , unchallenged , on a crowded ra ilw a y  p latform  in  

England" .

"A h ,w e ll" , r e p lie d  my h o st in  the tone o f  a man who is  

making a good excuse th a t  i s  o n ly  because you have a more 

d e f in i t e  p u b lio  opin ion  on the m atter in  England

" E x a c t ly ,"  I re to r te d  ,"  but where d id  th a t  p u b lic  opin ion  

come from ? " And th en,su d den ly, in  a f la s h . t h a t  i t  was the 

in flu e n c e  o f  C h r is t ia n it y  »coming down through the M iddle Ages , 

U mn«gk th e Age o f  C h iv a lry  .

This a t t i t u d e  to  the weaker sex -  exem p lified  by th e 

proverb quoted by the s iz a r  and the in c id e n t ju s t  d e scrib e d  - 

i s  not confined to  the low er c la s s e s  . While on a h o lid a y  in  

one o f  the H il l  S ta tio n s  I happened to  become in tim a te ly  acqualrt. 

-ed w ith  the work o f  a r e t ir e d  o f f i c e r  in  th e p o lic e  s e r v ic e .
TB­

i t  had been h is  l o t  to  -WK#9Vlmke s e r v ic e  o f  a ra th e r  in tim a te

n atu re in  the co u rts  o f c e r ta in  «dMriae n a tiv e  Rajahs * and he

© uld  t e l l  many t a le s  o f  in tr ig u e  and c r u e lty  .

One in c id e n t p a r t ic u la r y  im pressed 'me - though i t  was 

on ly  one amongst many -and i t  bears d i r e c t l y  on the p o in t we are 

c o s id e r in g  . There was a young Rajah o f  h is  acqu aintan ce ,who 

was accustomed to  hold a s o r t  o f le v e e  o f h is  Ranis a t  a p a r t ic -
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u la r  hour ©very day . One o f  h is  w ives „the youngest - who was 

s c a r c e ly  more than a g i r l  -re c e iv e d  by w ire one morning the news 

o f  the death  o f  h er f a v o r it e  u n cle  , She was so overwhelmed by 

the news th a t  »when i t  was t in e  f o r  h er to  appear b efo re  the 

k in g  , she r e a lis e d  th a t  she had fo r g o tte n  to  put on h er ro ya l 

ap p arel . She went , however ,a s  she was »and pleaded the excuse 

o f  h er bereavement , Her L ord ,n otw ith stan d in g  , was so incensed 

a t  what he was p leased  to  regard as h er la c k  o f  re sp e c t th a t  , 

th e re  and then , he flo g g e d  th e poor g i r l  alm ost to  d eath  .T h is  

was on ly  the begin n in g o f  h is  d is p le a su re

wflPP »which in creased  S.o much th a t a few months a fterw a rd s he 

shot h er dead. I t  was o f f i c i a l l y  rep o rted  th a t she had d ied  o f 

h e a rt f a i lu r e  .

I f  the l i f e  o f  an Indian w ife  may co n ta in  such hum il­

ia t io n s  »that o f  the Indian widow i s  o fte n  a more u n re lie v e d  

tra g e d y  . For , though the p r a c t ic e  o f " S u tte e ” has been put 

down by the Government »anyone who knows an ythin g about the 

s o c ia l  customs in  In d ia  knows how o fte n  the l o t  o f th e widow 

in  In d ia  i^ 'o n e ' o f  continuous h u m ilia tio n  

a n d fh is  i s  e s p e c ia l ly  tru e  o f the c h ild  widow .

Of course th ere  a re  many excep tio n s , I have met 

not a few widows whose l i f e  was t o le r a b le  enough ; but th ese  

were m ostly  persons who belonged to  a s e a l-w e s te rn is e d  s o c ie ty .

( I  even met one whom one could alm ost d e s c r ib e  as a

"Merry Widow ". But then she was a v e ry  e x c e p tio n a l p e r s o n a lity  

a lto g e th e r  and would have been unconventional in  any p a rt  o f the 

world .She was^an arden t T o lsto y an  »ran a Labour B ^ u reau  ,  

a keen p o l i t i c i a n  , and used even to  en g in eer s t r ik e s  J.

But to  re tu rn  to  our theme and our examples . I t  was 

my p r iv i le g e  to  become in tim a te ly  acquainted  w ith  a most re fin e d  

Indian gentlem an and h is  w ife  .»and t h e ir  whojef tro op  o f most 

d e l ig h t f u l  ch lld re n ( whom th ey were endeavouring to  brimg up 

*• nil* on M ontessori P r in c ip le s )  .B oth  husband and w ife  were 

very  advance d in  t h e ir  id e a s  . They had a lto g e th e r  g iv e n  up
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the p ra o ice  o f Purdah ( i . e .  the se g re g a tio n  o f th e women fo lk  

■ nt1 weiy a p a rt from a l l  male v i s i t o r s  ) ,  and th ey  were s u r p r is ­

in g ly  broad minded in  m atters o f  r e l ig io n ,  p o l i t i c s  and ed u cation  

One day we were d is c u s s in g  th e q u e stio n  as to  what was 

th e b e st kind o f  ed u cation  f o r  the modern Indian  g i r l  . In p ar­

t i c u l a r  the poin t was ra ise d  as to  how f a r  i t  was a d v is a b le  to

d ep art from th e immemorial o r ie n ta l  r e s t r ic t io n s ^  on th e l i b e r t y
• • tlu

o f women . I t  i s  v e ry  hard form you to  r e ly ie e " ,  ont on th lo

la d y  , H how g re a t  are  the r is k s  we rum in  a llo w in g  our daughters^, 

not o n ly  to  g iv e  up Purdah,but a ls o  to  mix as f r e e ly  as th ey  

do in  England w ith  members o f  the op p o site  sex ”

(^ Y ou r s o c ia l  l i f e  la  surrounded by so many u n w ritten

law s and conventions which serve  as sa fe -g u a rd s  to  young p e o p le , T 

when th ey  mix to g e th e r  — -*» TJ-vnin' n _n.jj1.wty . But w ith

us i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  . These con ten tion s f o r  the most p a rt a re  not
fo r  u s

th e re ^ * and th e re fo r e  i t  i s  f a t a l l y  easy  f o r  the " emancipated 

young woman o f In d ia  " to  be c a rr ie d  away beyond a l l  bounds ,a s  

soon as she breaks away fr o  th e customary moorings "( I  w i l l  not
(vC'W

vouch f o r  wfcs e a a e rt  words , but th a t  was the g i s t  o f  what she 

sa id  )

T h is d is c is s io n  , by-th e-w ay had cropped up in  <wv '

in t e r e s t in g  manner »which throws a fu r th e r  l i g h t  on the q u e stio n  

we a re  co n sid erin g  .

I  had been p resen t a t  the b ir th d a y  p a rty  o f  one o f h er
v.

o h ild ren  had been in  f a c t  the o n ly  European in  the company.

f  l iv e n  th in g s  up a b l t - a s  the g u e s ts  seemed ra th e r  shy w ith  

each o th e r and t h e ir  h o sts  - ( (as th ey  afiew  are the be­

g in n in g  o f  a c h ild r e n 's  p a rty  in  England) I suggested  th a t  we 

should go down to  th e te n n is  court and p la y  some games . S 0 

Whia we AiA-? and b efo re  lon g I had introdu ced them to  some o f

i t  is  n e ce ssa ry  f o r  th ose p la y in g  to  jo in  hands , o r  ohase a f t e r

and ca tch  -ea-c&other . As boys and g ir ls ^  and youths and maidens 
IP 1



were a l l  p la y in g  to g e th e r  . t h i s  fo r a  of. amusement seemed -  to 

the p aren ts o f  some o f the ch ild re n  -  a most shocking in n ovatiim . 

(One must remeher th a t  E astern  p eop le  do not even shake hands
A CrvyJL curv

when th ey  *we s a lu te  «aucfaother ) .  Even ay  hosted# - a most 1 loy­

a l l y  minded la d y -  s m s  thought i t  was an in a d v is a b le  p ro ced u re, 
tfcaJr

&e i t  might se rv e  a s ”th e  th in  edged o f  the wedge 41 j and would

in  any case lea d  to  scandalous g o s s ip  amongst the orthodox 

Hindus .

I was q u ite  taken  aback a t  hear c r i t ic is m  .and assu red  her 

th a t  we alw ays p layed  th e se  and s im ila r  games In England a t  

c h ild r e n 's  p a r t ie s  w ithout any se r io u s  r e s u lt s .

"Ah .b u t you must remember M,ahe r e p lie d  ,"  how many h a b its
Wk- VkclAjut V

.t r a d it io n s  and customs you have in  your country th a t  n r ft  gvn rl 

y a n r v  p a a p *  s  n ti e v e r y  f t u m  ” ,

And a g a in  I experienced th a t  stra n ge  f e e l in g  ,a s  though 

my eyes had suddenly been opned ;and I was made aware o f  a

s u b tle  and AuatedwaAmg In flu e n ce  In our c i v i l i s a t i o n  . alm ost 

l i k e  an in v i s i b l e  to il <^«mwS*m^7 preeence . I had oome a c ro ss

in  my own ex p erien ce  e x a c t ly  what I read about l a t e r  In one 

o f  C h e s te r to n 's  books where he speaks o f  the Church as making 

a r in g -fe n c e  round th e Innocent p le a su re s  o f  paganism .

Am#*|n t h is  connexion, to o , ( i . e .  w ith  regard  to  the 

v e n e ra tio n  f o r  th e s a n c t i t y  o f womanhood ) even P r o te s ta n ts  

must re co g n ise  the tremendous in flu e n c e  which the c u lt  o f  

The V ir g in  Mother o f  God must have e x e rc is e d  on th e  mind o f  

Sfcrope . What sober h is t o r ia n  would deny th a t  the c o u n tle ss  

p ra ye rs  o ffe r e d  up to  The B lessed  V ir g in  in  th e Middle Ages -
^ Co U. rv CZ~ij Orvctif’

a t  innumrabl© sh rin e s  in  every  piffiti inrij-nfimm-iMf -  have helped ,
/■» ^

beyond a l l  e s tim a tio n  , to  r a is e  th e  g e n e ra l con scien ce o f  the

p eople to  a l o f t i e r  conception  o f womanhood



V ; . l\

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  l i v e  in  In d ia  th ese  days w ithout
frtU U Zco - tiu, s~ w a . ra -j !Yl <n/4simjt~*4r

ta k in g  an in t e r e s t  in  JiUiriUMbee .^When l  went out f i r s t  , I con­

fe s s  t^ h at i t  seemed to  me th a t  the on ly  f a i r  and lo g i c a l  ik in g  

course th a t England could tak e  was to  gran t In d ia  Self-Governm ent.

But , in  coming in to  c lo s e r  co n tact w ith  th e a c tu a l con“ 

dfttions , I began to  see th in g s  in  a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  »and to  

r e a l is e  how dangerous and f u t i l e  was t h l i  t a lk  o f  g ra n tin g  '8w<4 »
-f~0 Hzia ly>vvVU&<#U{) , "T M o ,

th e  same kind o f  .Self"governm ent as a country l i k e  Canada .
! S&to) {/IT 'V'R'?

And dangerous f o r  the same reason as"O ranges and Lemons” had
-v*vy fVU-̂ v9

appeared dangerous to  ftfre Indian lady^whom I have ju s t  quoted .

The p r a c t ic e  o f  Self-govern m en t can on ly  be s a f e ly  

Introduced to  a people which a lre a d y  p o ssesses  - embedded , a s i t  

w ere, in  the v e ry  te x tu r e  o f i t s  mind - c e r ta in  fundamental 

n o tio n s as to  th e nature o f mankind .

These n o tio n s were acqu ired  by the p eo p les o f Europe 

d u rin g the Middle Ages . We are  s t i l l  too  apt to  speak o f those
—!'Tf

ages as ”The Dark Ages ” -,*•*! fo r g e t  th a t  i t  was d u rin g thefce

c e n tu rie s  Mmmk th e re  came about » im p ercep tib ly  , the g r e a te s t  

re v o lu tio n  in  H isto ry  -  th e a b o li t io n  o f s la v e r y  a s  the reco g ­

n ised  b a s is  o f S o c ie ty  (as  had been the case in  the A n cien t 

World ^  Furthermore i t  was d u rin g th ese  same 7*Dark Ages ” th a t  

the id ea  o f a re p r e s e n ta tiv e  Government was worked out in to  

p r a c t ic e  ,and the method o f " T r ia l  by Jury" became th e b a s is  o f 

our ju d ic ia l  system .

C en tu ries  b e fo re  the d o c tr in e  o f the E q u a lity  o f Man 

became a p o l i t i c a l  catchword in  the e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry ,th e  mind 

o f Europe had been schooled to  th e id ea  th a t  a l l  men were equal 

in  the s ig h t  o f God .F o r a thousand yea rs  the Church had^taught 

t h is  d o c tr in e  » d riv in g  i t  homa through the lab ou rs o f  m illio n s  

o f  p r ie s t s  in  every  corner o f Europe *, and d r iv in g  i t  home so 

com p letely  th a t  people found nothing e x tra o rd in a ry  in  a peasant 

bein g ra is e d  to  the Papacy or a King bein g flo g g e d  .b a re fo o t  and 

bareheaded through the s t r e e t s  as a p e n ite n t .

I t  was the work o f the Church th a t  a b o lish ed  s la v e ry -  

F o r such an in s t i t u t io n  was , by i t s  v e ry  n atu re » in c o m p a tib le



w ith  th e s p i r i t  o f  the d o c tr in e  th a t  a l l  men are o f eqaal 

and i n f i n i t e  va lu e  in  the eyes o f God . I t  was t h is  te a ch in g

too  which prepared th e wgy f o r  »and made p o ssib le ^ th e  p r a c t ic e  

o f  a tru e  democracy .

But t h is  slow m aturing o f the common mind , th is  grad ­

u a l r a is in g  o f i t  to  a new con ception  o f the n atu re  o f mankind 

by the p ressu re  o f  a u n if ie d  and om nipresent Church - efcHIWP* 

In d ia  has n ever known .

T h is i s  why I t  i s  absurd to  t r y  and g r a f t  a p o l i t i c a l  

system l i k e  Democracy on to  a c i v i l i s a t i o n  th a t  i s  not ready 

f o r  i t  v**that la c k s  th e d eep -rooted  in s t in c t s  on which i t  must 

r e s t  *#th a t  has n ever known th e lon g p eriod  o f  g e s ta t io n  and
Vv'/u-«'#v

the s p ir i t u a l  t r a v a i l  th a t  must precede so g lo r io u s  a b ir t h  .

And t h is  ia  th e reason , to o , why n e a r ly  a l l  the v i t a l ­

i t y  th a t  th e re  i s  in  th e Swaraj movement in  In d ia  i s  d e r iv e d j 

e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r in d ir e c t ly  , from the presence o f the toepy
li-L+^4

Government t&ey imag in e so r e p r e s s iv e  .

I  happened to  be p resen t once a t  a la r g e  h o u se-p arty  

in  which th e re  were some f o r t y  g u e sts  , 18o s t  o f  them were 

le a d e r s  in  th e  Indian N atio n al or Swaraj Movement^# «m i'They £ 

had comm to g e th e r  to  a tten d  a t  th e Annual N atio n al Congress .

I  had many o p p o rtu n itie s  o f d is c u s s in g  m atters w ith  them ,and 

what was perhaps even more in s tr u c iv e  , 1»  h ea rin g  thel?» d i s ­

cu ssio n s amongst them selves . N a tu ra lly  the burden o f t h e ir  

t a lk  was the n e c e s s i ty  o f  o b ta in in g  Self-govern m en t and the 

means o f  a t t a in in g  i t  » to geth er w ith  many comments on the 

in ju s t ic e  o f the B r i t i s h  Raj .

A l l  th e tim e »however , I  could not h e lp  b ein g  stru ck
(lue 3

w ith  th e f a c t  th a t  »but f o r  tfe# B r i t i s h  Raj » th ey  p robably  

would not have been a b le  to  come to g e th e r  a t  a l l  . For i t  

was th e B r i t i s h  Government th a t  had la id  down »and was s t i l l  

managing }tli@ w onderful sysyera o f  ra ilw a y s  th a t had enabled 

them to  come to g e th e r  , so e a s i l y  , from the rem otest corners 

o f In d ia  .





Furthermore th e se  d e le g a te s  , having corse from d i f f e r e n t

p a rta  o f  In d ia »spoke d i f f e r e n t  languages ; and the o n ly

language th ey  a l l  had In common was E n g lish  . They w ere,In  

f a c t  , indebted  to  th e  B r i t i s h  Government f o r  th e  p r iv i le g e  

o f  being a b le  to  understand one another's t ir a d e s  a g a in s t  i t .

The very  terms ■sq, c o n s ta n tly  on t h e ir  l i p s  -  " committee

For Mahatma Gandhi I have the g r e a te s t  p erso n al re sp e c t 

and a f f e c t io n  -, but I t  ia  hard to  understand h is  a t t i t u d e  .

a rr iv e d  a t  the house in  a g ig a n t ic  Daim ler lim ou sin e .w hich 

»n le n t  hi® by a Hindu fr ie n d  .

F r a te r n ity  , and E q u a lity  ,and th e p r a c t ic e  o f Self-G overnm ent 

a re  a l i e a  to  th e m e n ta lity  o f th e Indian ^and incompatibfe

hand w ith  the C aste System o f In d ia  .

I t  i s  sometimes sa id  th a t  in  Europe we a ls o  have a 

C aste System ,and re fe rn c e  i s  made to  the s o c ia l  c le a v a g e s  in  

European S o c ie ty  * But i t  i s  a m istake to  im agin eth at th e re  i s  

any r e a l  p a r a l le l  here ; f o r  the d if fe r e n c e s  between the i i t

v a rio u s  s o c ia l  ranks^are not marked by any hard and f a s t  r u le s .

l y  bein g bridged by g en iu s , beauty , ed u cation ,« rrt- o th e r

or sudden danger . y

(< S irì§ n g lish  gentleaan^w ould r i s k  h is  l i f e  by jumping in to

the w ater to  save the son o f  a c o tta g e r  as u n h e s ita t in g ly  as 

would the son o f a Duke y because ,a t  such moments he a c ts

s p i r i t  o f  A s ia t ic  Governments and wore copied d i r e c t l y  from tfe

He preachs the g o sp e l o f  the sim ple l i f e  , th e in iq u it y  o f

I f  any one doubts as to  whether the id e a ls  o f  L ib e rty

l e  w ith  t h e ir  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t  him become acquainted  a t  firfcfc

t hryvn i-



on the in s t in c t iv e  b e l i e f  -  which i s  our European h e r ita g e  -  

th a t  , in  the s ig h t  o f 3M  , a l l  men a re  o f equal v a lu e  .f t

But i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  in  In id a  where th e r i g i d i t y  o f the 

C aste  System makes th e p rev a len ce  o f  any such id e a  im p o ssib le , 

a t  any ra te  in  p r a c t ic e  .

The fo llo w in g  in c id e n t -  which could be p a r a l l e l e d  

by many o th ers  -  i l l u s t r a t e s  th e p oin t in  q u estio n  . An I r is h  

la d y  o£ my acqu ain tan ce ,who l iv e d  in  one o f  the H il l  S ta tio n s  

in  the Himalayas »heard a man c a l l in g  f o r  holJ> by the s id e  o f  

th e road one evening as n ig h t was f a l l i n g  . Three Indians 

in  su cce ss io n  came alon g the road and heard from

under some bushes by the s id e  o f  the road . They enquired h is  

c a s te  . He had none ? he was an out-caste_  . One o f the n a t iv e s  , 

eta ^  mj ]jii in r r  the man AaU.JuLttabe was d yfcn gjca lled  back in  a

nanchalant v o ic e  / ’W e ll,d ie  then” ; and th e two o th e rs  a ls o  

"passed by on the o th e r s id e "  w ithout f e e l in g  i t  was any con­

cern o f t h e ir s  .The man would c e r t a in ly  have su ecombed,had not
§ka . we<o fx̂ «U *"*

th e  la d y  h e r s e lf  gohe back^jaearly a m ile  out o f  h er way to

procure a s s is ta n c e  . The c o n tra st s tru ck  me as being the more
u

rem arkable as the la d y  in  q e s tio n  ,had to  my know ledge,an alm ost 

unconquerable n a tu ra l a n tip a th y  to  coloured ra ce s

" Our Indian  p h ilosop h y " sa id  an In d ian  s c h o la r  / ’e x p la in s  

why i t  was r ig h t  f o r  the p r ie s t  and th e I*evite  to  paas by on 

th e o th er s id e ,le a v in g  th e  man who f e l l  among th ie v e s  to  h is  

own"Karma "

I once ra th e r  annoyed an Indian  gentlem an o f a y  a e q a in t-  

ance by commenting on th e f a c t  th a t  th ere  were no p h rases co r­

responding to  " i f  you p le a se "  and "thank you/ " in  th e  language 

in  which he addressed h is  se rv a n ts  . He/tried to  excuse i t  by 

sa y in g  th a t  where we use such ph rases th ey  exp ress th e  same 

th in g  by tone o f v o ic e  and g e s tu re  ; but the bald  f a c t  remained 

th a t  he n ever s a id  "p le a se  " or ’’Thank you" to  h is  se rv a n ts  .



I t  i s  not easy  fo r  anyone l i v i n g  in  Europe to  r e a l is e  how
|Im>U ixlic

com p letely  the c a s te  system p reven ts ^ v e n t h e  most w i l l in g ,
/IvCtA. flvZLv

from reg a rd in g  h is  fe l lo w “ aan as h±-s- b ro th er ,and h e lp in g  him

as such . 0up one o cca sio n  , when I had had some g u e s ts  in  to
OilXSu

d in n er , I  suggested  to  one o f  th e serva n ts  th a t  he should 

h e lp  ay t a b le ” serva n t w ith  the washing up o f  ftfce d ish e s  . She 

form er was a v e ry  good natured fe llo w  , and would have done 

an yth in g to  o b lig e ^  > but on t h is  o cca sio n  he begged very  

v o lu b ly  to  be excused ,th e  c h ie f  grounds o f  h is  r e fu s a l  bein g 

th a t  h is  daugh ter was Kolna to  be m arried the follow ing; week* 

On bein g fu r th e r  questioned  i t  appeared th a t  i f  he had touched 

th e  d ish e s  I had been u sin g  he would have l o s t  c a s te  „He would 

then have had to  pay a heavy f in e  to  rg g a ln  i t  ,and would thus 

have d ep rived  h is  d au gh ter o f  h er wedding dowry .

I t  i s  not »however , sim ply the b a r r ie r s  o f c a s te  

th a t  makes i t  h ard er f o r  Indian s to  work to g e th e r  than i t  i s  

f o r  Europeans . We b e lie v e  th e re  i s  an oth er reason .w hich w i l l  

be seen by tu rn in g  to  an oth er a sp e ct o f  u r subjiect .

( n ext page -  see over )
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Middle Ages -  and b efo re  t h a t , in  The Roman -Empire -  men in  Europe 

became accustomed to  th e id ea  o f  a v a s t  » c e n tra lis e d  s o c ia l  

organism ,w hich in clu d ed  w ith in  i t s e l f  p eop les and n a tio n s  o f  d i f f e r ­

ent languages and customs an a ll-e m b ra c in g  Community which la s te d  

on unchangingly through th e c e n tu r ie s , w h ile  g e n e ra tio n  a f t e r  gen er­

a t io n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  came and went l i k e  waves in  the sea^ '’*

There has been no such ex p erien ce  fo r  the ra ce s  o f the 

0* wt In d ia  . I t  i s  tru e  th a t  ^under t h is  o r  th a t  g r e a t  conqueror + 

something l i k e  a cosm opolitan s t a te  came in to  e x is te n c e  f o r  a w h ile^  

as v a rio u s  n a tio n s  were welded to g e th e r  by the alight o f  some 

tow erin g in d iv iu a l  . But i t  was n ever f o r  lon g  . The m ighty 

Empires o f  ’ Ctu,^*v^>6 . and Akbar broke under t h e i r  own w e ig h t,

«a* having »as i t  were , nô S enduring m ortar w ith in  t h e i r  com position 

to  hold  to g e th e r  the»*' component p a rts  .

But the g en iu s o f  Rome provided th a t  m ortar f o r  Europe , 

bequeathing i t  as a s p ir i t u a l is e d  le g a c y  , to  the Church o f  th e 

Middle Ages . T h is  circum stance has endowed the p eo p les o f

Europe w ith  a power o f  working to g e th e r  w ith  a c o l l e c t iv e  e f f ic i e n c y  

unknown in  the E ast . I t  has re s u lte d  in  lo n g -sta n d in g  in s t i t u t io n s ,  

s ta b le  governments , n a tio n a l d eb ts  »good roads and means o f  communio- 

a t io n  g e n e ra lly *  £ts»a sense o f  the c o n tin u ity  o f  h is t o r y  »and (what 

i s  r e a l l y  the same th in g ) th e power/rf to  d is t in g u is h  h is t o r y  from 

myth . More than t h is  , i t  has g iv e n  to  European c i v i l i s a t i o n  a 

u n ity  so profound th a t  »when any danger th re a te n s  what i s  fundamental 

In i t  »the v a rio u s  elem ents in  Europe th a t  most embody i t  »are 

welded t o g e t h e r  in to  a f i e r y  whole »which a c ts  w ith  a wisdom and 

d eterm in ation  beyond th a t  o f  any in d iv id u a l o r  s t a te  . Thus th e  

Crusades were a movement o f  he c o l l e c t iv e  con sciou sn ess o f Europe 

a g a in s t  th  Mahomaedan p e r i l  ;and o f  l a t e  we have seen a s im ila r  

phei omenon »when a l l  th a t  was t r u e s t  to  our European t r a d it io n  ro se  

as one man a g a in s t  the a n t i- C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e  o f  M ietche embodied 

in  the P ru ssian  s t a t e .

T h is  power o f  combining d iv e r s e  elem ents »and making them
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I t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  im p o ssib le  , even fo r  an educated Indian  -who 

has. n ever been to  Europe -  to  understand even th e id e a  o f modern 

o r c h e s tr a l  music in  which so many d iv e r s e  sounds are  caught up 

in to  a h ig h e r u n ity  .

I t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  see in  t h is  s t r ik in g  d if fe r e n c e  be­

tween th e music o f  E a st and West, th e symbol o f  a s t i l l  deeper 

d iverg en ce  . I t  i l l u s t r a t e s  e x a c t ly  th e d if fe r e n c e  between th e 

C h r is t ia n  and O rie n ta l id e a s  o f  heaven . In th e C h r is t ia n  heaven 

th e in d iv id u a l p e r s o n a l it ie s  su rv iv e  " e t e r n a l ly  se p a ra te  and 

d i s t i n c t  .Y e t  a t  he same tim e »without lo s in g  an yth in g  o f t h e ir  

in d iv id u a li t y  , th ey  are  caught up in to  a h ig h e r  u n ity  >l i k e  the 

component p a rts  o f a m ighty o r c h e s tr a A. There a re  innumerable 

s a in ts  and a n gels  in  Heaven ,b u t { as Shakespeare says in  one
Kuû K vFv ev

o f  h is  sonnets umber th ere  in  lo v e  i s  s la in  Or as Dante

d e s c r ib e s  i t  injC h is  Farad is o  , 'fi(

I1 }

( ” In fa sh io n  as a  snow“ w h ite  ro se  *la y  th e re  
B efore ay  view  th e  s a in t ly  m u ltitu d e 
Which In His own blood C h r is t  espoused ” )

In n oth in g does what w© have c a lle d  th e subconscious

in flu e n c e  o f C h r is t ia n it y  in  Europe m a n ifest i t s e l f  more c le a r ly  -

as in  c o n tra s t  to  pagan c i v i l i s a t i o n s  -  than in  i t s  reveren ce  f o r

and a p p re c ia tio n  o f  th e C h ild  .

W hile in  In d ia  I  became in t im a te ly  acqu ainted  w ith

an In d ia  gentlem an who, v e ry  r i g h t ly  , had come to  the co n clu sio n

th a t  th e b e e t investm ent ha could make f o r  h is  c h ild re n  was to

g iv^ ih e a  the b e s t  ed u cation  p o s s ib le  . He was an e x c e e d in g ly

w ealth y man , and was prepared to  pay v e ry  l i b e r a l l y  f o r  what he

wanted .He d id  not send h is  c h ild re n  to  Europe because he sa id  he

did not want them to  become Md e -n a tio n a lis e d  **. So he ransacked
t

In d ia  to  t r y  and fin d  s u ita b le  tu o rs  and u ita b le

Indian  books f o r  h is  c h ild re n  . But he fo u n d ,a fte r  a w h ile  ,
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th a t  even h is  fab u lo u s w ealth  could not procure what he sought 

" I t  i s  a stra n ge  th in g " , he p o i m i , * th a t  none 

o f  our g r e a t  P un dits and p h ilo so p h ers  seem a b le  to  w rite  

bofcks s p e c ia l ly  s u it a b le  f o r  c h ild re n  » whereas in  England you 

have hundreds o f  such books on a l l  co n ce iv a b le  s u b je c ts  , and 

even have s p e c ia l  magaalnes and newspapers f o r  th e l i t t l e  

ones . Not o n ly  th at^ but your g r e a t  au th ors » o f  t h e i r  own 

accord »very o fte n  w rite  books s p e c ia l ly  f o r  c h ild re n  »and 

do not th in k  i t  in f r a  d ig . to  do so"C

authors- l i k e '  S i  r  ^ aaas - i^rp4e^»>-'i»ew4.»--Gar-i?all-:~.r--Ciie#tei,to fr  »

a .

TL 1L> ............. " I  have t r ie d  M, he went on , " to  g e t  some

o f  our learn ed  sc h o la rs  to  w rite  such books f o r  Indian^'child* 
an

ren »with Indian  s e t t in g  to  them ,and have o ffe r e d  to  pay 

them w e ll f o r  doing so 1- but th ey  do not seem a b le  to  do i t  , 

though4hy I  don * t  know n.

• In rep ly^ I to ld  ay  fr ie n d  th a t  I thought th a t  i t

was probab ly  due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  our r e l ig io n  has alw ays

in c u lc a te d  a profound reveren ce  f o r  childhood »—has opened our

eyes to  i t s  com pelling beau ty  »and i s  c o n tin u a lly  u rg in g  us

to  em ulate th e  c h i ld - l ik e  s p i r i t - i n  i t s  sim ple t r u s t  » its

g r a t e f u l  accep tan ce o f  th e  good th in g s  o f  l i f e  »and above a l l

in  i t s  innocence and p u r ity  . Furthermore i t  tea ch es us th a t

we a re  a l l  e q u a lly  lo v e a b le  and e q u a lly  stu p id  in  the p resen ce

o f the I n f i n i t e  and c h a r ita b le  wisdom o f  the A lm ighty Beksswr f
Kvr-

th a t  we are  a l l  c h ild re n  o f  the same F ath er •® ily  i t  so/\
happens th a t  some o f  His c h ild re n  -  l i k e  Mr C h esterton  f o r

in sta n c e  -  happen to  be p h y s ic a l ly  b ig g e r  , but by no means

th e re fo r e  b e t t e r  o r  w is e r  than h is  sm a lle r  b ro th e rs  and

s is t e r s  in  th e  n u rsery  ( f o r  whom I am q u ite  sure^he would M R

tu rn  in to  an elep h an t a t  a moment s n o t ic e — which i s  more 
A ** day o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  )

than most In d ian  P un dits would do^though th ey  see them every

L W estern rea d ers  may be in te r e s te d  to  know -  by the way-

th a t  P e te r  Pan , Long J o lT s i lv e r  , The Whit© R abbit , A l ic e

in  Wonderland and many o th e r  o f  t h e ir  old  fr ie n d s  , became



regular* h a b itu e s  o f  our Indian n u rsery  » e a s ily  su p p lan tin g  by 

t h e ir  robu st and e n e r g e t ic  p e r s o n a l it ie s  th e  vague and 

shadowy forms o f  Earn and A rjuna and th e  o th e r  f ig u r e s  o f  

the Hindu m ythology 7]

Another p o in t o f  d iverg en ce  »and one which ~ to  some 

e x te n t  a t  any r a te  - comes a r e s u lt  o f  the

in flu e n c e s  we have been d is c u s s in g ^ ls  th e  O r ie n t a l 's  well-known 

I n d iffe r e n c e  to  Time , C h r is t ia n  th e o lo g y  has i t  th a t  "Man 

I s  born and d ie s  once , and a f t e r  comes th e  Judgement " .Hence 

i t  fo llo w s  th a t  our so jou rn  here on e a rth  i s  fra u g h t w ith  mom­

entous is s u e s  both d or o u rse lv e s  and o th ers  . I t  b r in g s  w ith  i t  

o p p o rtu n itie s  , in d iv id u a l and n a tio n a l , which can n ever recu r 

Furthermore in  th e  t r a d it io n  o f  European p h ilosop h y E v i l  i s  

no eMMse shadowy n ega tio n  o f  good g i t  i s  a l i v i n g  p erso n al 

p r in c ip le  , t e r r i b l e  w ith  a l l  th e  s u b t le ty  and s tre n g th  o f  the 

a n g e lic  mind »though f a l l e n  . Human l i f e  i s  th e r e fo r e  f u l l  o f 

c o n f l ic t in g  l o y a l ie s  , p ro d ig io u s  e f f o r t s  , ir r e c o v e r a b le
lA-v Sfv&vf*

d e s t in ie s  » w ith  a l l  th e  h igh  elem ents o f  a drama th a t  r o l l s
r*,

onwards w ith  g a th e rin g  fo r c e s  to  a g r e a t  and t e r r i b l e  Day o f  

Doom .

Not so w ith  th e O rie n ta l . He b e lie v e s  in  an en d less  

su cce ssio n  o f  b ir t h s  and r e - b ir t h s  i and Time i s  no g r e a t  

m a t f e r  .Time i s  f o r  him sim ply th e stem warp a c ro ss  whioh the 

s h u tt le  o f  our Ego p a sses  and re p a sse s  ^as i t  weaves through 

c o u n tle ss  in c a rn a tio n s  the p a tte rn  o f  our E x is te n ce  . S in ce 

one w i l l  have to  l i v e  a ga in  on t h is  e a rth  so many thousands o f 

times^why work o n e s e lf  up to  tn co m fo rtab le  enthusiasm s , dgv̂ - 

e x a c tin g  p h ila n th ro p ie s  »or d ep art on dangerous crusades * 

A ctio n  b in ds you as f ir m ly  to  th e "Wheel o f  E x iste n ce  " a s  does  

in a c t io n  and both  a re  an i l l u s i o n  . I t  i s  a l l  "Maya’» an 

i l l u s i o n , -  a p red estin ed  f l i c k e r in g  o f  l i g h t s  and shadows 

a c ro ss  th e in term in a b le  screen  o f  E x is te n ce  . One may as w e ll 

make the i l l u s i o n  as com fortable aa^ p o asib le  » and anyhow 

i t  i s  a l l  p re-arran ged --K ism et l



There a re  o f  course many o th e r p o in ts  »which could be 

mentioned »that b ear uponj  ̂ the su b je c t  o f t h is  a r t i c l e  -  such 

as the custom o f kepin g Purdah , c h ild  m arriages »the l ic e n t io u s
A

r ig h ts  o f  c e r ta in  Hindu tem ples -  but enough has been sa id  to
v—-----—t7

show how profound i s  the c lea va ge  between a C h r is t ia n  and a 

n o n -C h riit ia n  c i v i l i s a t i o n  . And furtherm ore i t  has been our aim 

to  emphasise th ose p o in ts  o f d if fe r e n c e  which are  not so much 

the d ir e c t  r e s u lt s  o f  C h r is t ia n  te a ch in g  as t h e ir  in d ir e o t  con*
Qyo T êuf"

seq u en ce!, o p e ra tin g  as i t  were su b co n scio u sly  » i.'Wse*”

r e l ig io n  h a s ^ l i t t le  by l i t t le ^ le a v e n e d  the w&ole s tru c tu re  o f 

jimp s o c ie ty  .

B efore we draw t h is  e ssa y  to  a c lo s e  »there i s  one a sp e ct 

o f  i t  which c a l l s  u rg e n tly  to  be considered  . The w r ite r  can 

im agine th a t  many an E astern  read er * and o th e rs  b e s id e s  - a f t e r  

p eru sin g  the above com parisons^to exp ress h im se lf

in d ig n a n tly  a s  fo llo w s  »-

"Your treatm en t o f  the su b jeo t i s  g r o s s ly  u n fa ir  . You 
have taken  the b e s t  out o f  your c i v i l i s a t i o n  and compared i t  
w ith  th e w orst in  ours , Any one could make out a case l i k e  th a t .

"But what about your W estern c i t i e s  ? Do th ey  im press the 
E astern  v i s i t o r  as bein g f u l l  o f  h e ro ic  e f f o r t s  and momentous 
Issu e s  ;o r  ra th e r  a re  th ey not f u l l  o f  m u s ic -h a lls  , n ig h t-c lu b s  
and - g e n e r a lly  speaking - a mad » u n cea sin g ,w h irlin g  ra c e  a f t e r
p le a su re  . , .

"You t a lk  to  us o f the s a n c t i ty  o f  womanhood j  but we 
have seen the way so many o f  your Mem-Sahibs H y gL l a  A n glo -In d ia  
s o c ie t y  »and we know o f  the n ig h t t r a f f i c  in  yo u r^ etreete  .

"You preach to  us o f  the s a n c t i ty  o f  m arriage » and your 
d ivo rce^ co u rts  are  f u l l  to  o v e rflo w in g  . You hold up h o ly  hands 
o f  h o rro r a t  th e r i t e s  o f  some o f our tem ples »yet one o f the 
forem ost A n glican  d iv in e s  o f  the day has openly spoken o f the 
p r a c t ic e  o f b ir th * c o n tro l^  as the l e s s e r  o f two e v p i ls  .

"You would have us em ulate th e  ord er and s t a b i l i t y  or 
your governments ,and we see the s t r e e t s  running red w ith  
re v o lu tio n  in  th e  f i r s t  European s t a te  we e n te r  from a cro es  our
bord ers .  ̂ .. .

"You t e l l  us we have no reveren ce  f o r  the c h ild  » dut.̂
has your modern European c h ild  any reveren ce f o r  i t s  p aren ts ?
And so on .

These -  and th e re  a re  more th a t  could be mentioned 

a re  s e rio u s  oharges Indeed ; lasdfcdbfc u n fo rtu n a te ly  i t  i s  im poss­

ib le  to  deny them • For th e re  a re  , in  p oin t o f  f a c t  , pow erful 

d is r u p t iv e  fo r c e s  in  European S o c ie ty  ^which are  r a p id ly  tend­

in g  towards the d is in t e g r a t io n  o f  the C h r is t ia n  c i v i l i s a t i o n  

which we in h e r ite d  from th e Middle Ages . And th e se  fo r c e s
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are  making them selves more ev id en t every  yea r .

L e ft  to  them selves th ey  would in e v ita b ly  reduce Europe

to  the same le v e l  - or ra th e r  to  a muoh low ers l e v e l  o f m o ra lity

than any pagan c i v i l i s a t i o n  a t  p resen t e x is t in g  .

But .hey a re  not l e f t  to  them selves . As the t id e  o f
o

Modernism sweeps onwars w ith  g a th e rin g  fo r c e  » carryin g  away on i t s

r e s t l e s s  bosom one a f t e r  another o f  our con ven tion al m o r a lit ie s  , 

one in s t i t u t io n  - am idst the g e n e ra l con fusion  and f lu x  •  i s  

bein g v i s i b l y  la id  bare to  a l l  th e  world , f ix e d  and immutable

go in g  t id e  which sweeps away to  d e s tr u c tio n  the surrounding l i t t e r  

o f  ru bbish  and s h i f t in g  sand .

begin n in g on the Hock th a t can n ever be shaken . The C a th o lic  

Church , as G ,K .C h esterton  w i t t i l y  observes » i s  the o n ly  i n s t i t ­

u tio n  in  Europe tod ay which i s  o f  Pagan o r ig in  . Or as Macaulay 

says , in  h is  w e ll known passage »"The h is t o r y  o f  th a t  Church 

Joins to g e th e r  th e two g r e a t  ages o f  human c i v i l i s a t i o n  . No 

o th er in s t i t u t io n  i s  l e f t  stan d in g which c a r r ie s  the mind back 

to  the tim es when the smoke o f  s a c r i f i c e  ro se  from the Pantheon» 

and when cameleopards and t ig e r s  bounded lh  th e F la v ia n  amphi­

th e a tr e  . .

a lon e »which has g iv e n  and s t i l l  g iv e s  to  European S o c ie ty  ( and 

i t s  d e r iv a t iv e  o ffs h o o ts  -Am erica and th e European c o lo n ie s  ) 

i t s  permanence and c o n tin u ity  »and su p p lie s  i t  w ith  th ose elem ents 

which mark i t  o f f  from every  o th er c i v i l i s a t i o n  that has e v e r  e 

e x is te d  .

To b rin g  home t h is  statem ent »with any w ealth  o f  d e t a i l ,  

would be as f a r  beyond th e scope o f  t h is  essa y  as i t  would be 

beyond the a b i l i t y  o f  the p resen t w r ite r  . (

as e v e r  — ■ - even as a g r e a t  rock i s  l e f t

That I n s t i t u t io n  i s  th e C a th o lic  Church .founded in  th e

I t  l a  th e continued presence o f  t h is  I n s t i t u t io n  »and t h is

)
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But even w ith ou t tu rn in g  our a t te n t io n  to  p a st ages and 

bu ryin g  o u rse lv e s  deep in  h i s t o r i c a l  t r e a t is e s  -  Indeed w ithout 

read in g  an ythin g a t  a l l  excep t th e s ig n s  o f th e tim es » th is  

tr u th  i s  brought home to  any Im p a rtia l o b server ,a s  one circum -"
&VtCwT*

sta n ce  a f t e r  another hoffiua t o  h is  a t te n t io n  the om nipresent

lea ven  o f  th e  C a th o lic  Church in  Europe a t  the p resen t day .

Many o f  us in  t h is  g e n e ra tio n  { SfcSSF the p resen t

w riter^ ) were brought up to  th in k  o f  the C a th o lic  Church as a

cumberso»« and le t h a r g ic  Body » b e re ft o f  a l l  v i t a l i t y  >

a mere worn-out r e l i c  o f  a bye-gone age ,an  a n tiq u re  s u r v iv a l  —

not o f  the f i t t e s t  . We looked upon C a th o lic s  w ith  a p a tro n is in g

m ixture o f  p i t y  and scorn  ,a s  we wondered how any in t e l l i g e n t

b ein gs oould su b scrib e  to  a creed so mixed w ith  s u p e r s t it io n ,

so h op eless a t  v a ria n c e  w ith  sc ie n c e  »which hung such heavy and

in su p p o rta b le  w eights upon the so a rin g  s p i r i t  o f  man . I t  n ever

occured to  us - even in  our dreams -  th a t  t h is  g r e a t  m ech an ieica l
Sey

in s t i t u t io n  , m o vin g/slo w ly^  m erely w ith  the r e s id u a l impetus

fee f t  in  i t  by a s p i r i t  which had lon g s in c e  departed  { e e jP 6 as

a ch icken  w i l l  run f o r  a w h ile  w ith  i t s  head cut o f f  )— that an -r

in s t i t u t io n  so moribund as t h is  could have any v i t a l  connexion

w ith  th e S p i r i t  o f  our Age .

And then came th e  g r e a t  d is c o v e r y  . By the g ra c e  o f  God

©ur oyes were opened »and we saw th a t  a l l  t h is  apparent s t i l l n e s s  
i l l  s

and im aoblty was sim ply the r e u lt  o f  i t s  p e r fe c t  b alan ce -  even 
/v *\

as a g ig a n t ic  f ly - w h e e l , r e v o lv in g  w ith  in c r e d ib le  r a p id it y  ,

appears the more m o tio n less th e more p e r fe s t  i s  i t s  p o ise  .

We r e a l is e d  th a t  every  p a rt  o f t h is  c o lo s s a l  in s t i t u t io n  - every  
%

d lt e  »every ceremony .e v e ry  minute vestm ent -  was th rob bin g w ith  

an in c r e d ib le  v i t a l i t y  -  was in  f a c t  ” aflam e w ith  the Holy 

S p i r i t " .

And now a s we lo o k  around us -  not m erely to  in d iv id u a ls -  

biat r ig h t  a c ro ss  th e  even ts o f  our tim e , we d is c e rn  in  a l l  man­

n er o f  d i f f e r e n t  ways th e  le a v e n in g  In flu e n c e  o f  th e C a th o lic  

C hurchjSupporting and d efen d in g what i s  b e s t  in  our c i v i l i s a t i o n  .
r



At one moment th e o b server Sis w itn e sse s  the a s to n ish in g  

s p e c ta c le  o f  a "d eca d en t,"  C a th o lic  coun try c a s tin g  out from 

i t s e l f  th e d e v i ls  o f  s lo th  and d is o r d e r  and re tu rn in g  to  an 

economic s t a b i l i t y  and w e ll-b e in g  which i s  the wonder and envy o f 

o th e r n a tio n s ; th e n ext he sees the the C a th o lic  Church ,b y  i t s  

h e ro ic  o p p o sitio n  .r e v e a lin g  to  a l l  Europe -  l i k e  a sudden and 

search in g  l i g h t  -  th e s i n i s t e r  o u t lin e s  o f  B o ls h e v is m  .

Or tu rn in g  to  th e sphere o f  m orals . Amidst the confuted 

babel o f  opin ion s .u n c e rta in  q u estio n in g s  .h e s it a t in g  a u t h o r it ie s  

on such m atters as d iv o rc e  -and b ir t h  co n tro l -  as th ey  a re  d is ­

cussed by o th er r e l ig io u s  denom inations -  he h ears the v o ic e  o f  

the C a th o lic  Church sounding above the tum ult . c le a r  as a trumpet , 

and^as a tru m pet} c a l l in g  to  b a t t le  •

Or i t  may be he has been caught in  the s u b tle  meshes o f  

Theosophy o r some o th e r o f  the many forms o f O rien ta lism  .w hich , 

under th e cover o f  a re in te r p re te d  C h r is t ia n it y  . t r y  * as th ey  

have e v e r  t r ie d  aMumu a l l  down the c e n tu rie s  , to  undermine 

th e  f a i t h  o f  Europe . And what does he f in d  . He fin d s  w ithout 

excep tio n  th a t  a l l  th e se  h e r e s ie s  a re  a b le  to  form a s o r t  o f  

s p ir i t u a l  a l lo y  w ith  one o r  more o f  the v a rio u s  C h r is t ia n  S e c ts  o f 

Europe ; but th a t  th ey  a l l  stop  dead a t  th e g a te s  o f  th a t " C ity  

which i s  s e t  on a H i l l  " .I n  sh o rt he w i l l  f in d  th a t  u lt im a te ly  

he w i l l  have to  choose -a s  so many have doaa - between h is  Theo­

sophy , S p ir itu a lis m  .C h r is t ia n  S cien ce  o r w hatever i t  i s  and the 

C a th o lic  Church • For pans as i t  was the c h iv a lr y  od Europe , 

in sp ired  by the C a th o lic  Church th a t  drove back th e hordes o f  

Mahoamedans ,so  i t  i s  C a th o lic  th in k e rs  .and on ly  th ey  -  in sp ire d  

by th a t same Church-who a re  a b le  to  d r iv e  back from th e  minds 

o f  men*the pagan hordes o f  today .who w ith  pen in  hand in ste a d  

o f la n c e  , , b e s ie g e  h is  tro u b led  s p i r i t .

Nor has the Church fo r g o tte n  to  w ie ld  th e sword as 

w e ll as th e pen . .  When th a t  n a tio n  .w hich in  th e p rid e  o f  i t s  

h e a rt y than any o th e r a g a in s t  th e

s p ir i t u a l  dominion o f  Rome .lea g u ed  l t s e l f _ a f t e r  a la p s e  o f  th re e
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c e n tu rie s  „with, the h e r e d ita r y  enemies o f  C h r is t ia n it y  , i n

«•e attem pt to  overwhelm European c i v i l i s a t i o n  and s e t  up in

i t s  p la c e  a blasphemous K u ltu r o f  i t s  own , l t  was the C a th o lic

co u n trie s  o f  th e Continent which ro se  to  w ith stan d  i t  • Then i t

was th a t  England -  C a th o lic  s t i l l  a t  h e a rt  tough she does n ot

y e t  r e a l i s e  i t  -  broke through t h e " f i l t h y  cobwebs" w&ich had so

lo n g  obscured h er v is io n  ; and „se e in g  th a t  n a tio n  as i t  r e i i l lv  
/ W t  -

was , through in  h er l o t  w ith  the C a th o lic  t r a d it io n  o f  Emrope .

I t  would be p o s s ib le  to  m u ltip y  examples alm ost in ­

d e f i n i t e l y  „and show how in  L ite r a tu r e  , A rt „M usic, S cien ce  , 

P o l i t i c a l  Economy^the presen ce o f  the C a th o lic  Church a c t s  as 

a con servin g  in flu e n c e  „d r iv in g  out what i s  u n d is c ip lin e d  „morbid 

and e x o t ic  „supj>ly&ng in ste a d  p ro p o rtio n  and b alan ce  „ s a n ity  ani 

humour „and above a l l  an in d e fin a b le  atmosphere o f  wholesomeness 

and p u r ity  which i s  p e c u l ia r ly  i t s  own . But enough has a lr e a j  ' >  

*-dy been sa id  to  show th a t  th e re  i s  a v a l id  r e p ly  to  th e O rie n t­

a l  a supposed o b je c t io n  to  our main th e s is  .

One word more in  con clu sion  . The b e s t  p ro o f th a t  our '

main con ten tion  in  t h is  e ssa y  i s  a c o r re c t  one i s  th a t  f a c t  th a t*

w herever C ath olo icisra  has taken  a hold amongst the O r ie n ta ls

one f in d s  th e  same q u a l i t ie s  sp rin g in g  up l i k e  flo w e rs  in  the

d e s e r t  . Indeed wherever th e  in flu e n c e  o f  C h r is t ia n it y  i s  brougfc ;

to  b ear -  through any denoraination-the C h r is t ia n  v ir t u e s  w i l l

begin  to  appear { I  knew an E n g lish  C olon el ,a  C i v i l  Surg­
es J

eon „an&>not much o f  a Church-goer h u lm eelf ¿w Eoused to  say ,

"L ine me up 50  n a t iv e  women and d re ss  them a l l  th e same „and I 

w i l l  make a good shot a t  p ic k in g  out a l l  the C h r is t ia n s  by •fcT'cJ 

t h e i r  fa c e s  " . )  . But too  o fte n  „ in  the case o f  th e S e c ts  , 

th e se  v ir t u e s  a re  o n ly  sk in  deep o r evan escent # and the term 

"R ic e -C h r is t ia n  " i s  a reproach which has , a la s  „ too  o fte n  a 

s o l id  fou n d ation  • V  I

On the o th e r  hand the expression"Q nce a C a th o lic  „alw ays 

a C a th o lic  " h o ld s tru e  ton th e  w holevin  th e  E ast as in  the West* 

aifM  i t  i s  g e n e r a lly  adm itted th a t  C a th o lic ism  ta k e s  a deeper
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hold on the Indian  than any o th e r  form o f  C h r is t ia n it y  .

"I th in k  th e re  must be something d i f f e r e n t  about the

C a th o lic s  from the o th e r C h r is t ia n  b o d ies " , sa id  a Hindu fr ie n d

o f  mine to  me one day »who was h im se lf something o f  a  s c e p t ic  on

a l l  r e l ig io n s  »Including h ie  own . 1  asked him th e reason why he

thought t h is  and r e p lie d  to  th e e f f e c t  th a t  he had o f t  n had

C a th o lic s  in  h is  employ »and had been etrfccfc w ith  th e  f a c t  th a t

th ey  were r e l ia b le  • A lso  he sa id  th e re  seemed to  be a c e r ta in

m a tte r -o f- fa c tn e s s  about t h e ir  r e l ig io n  which appealed to  him . I t

seemed to  f i t  them n a t u r a l ly  l i k e  a w ell-m ade garment j and th ey

n ever seemed to  put on a i r s  o r  g e t  o th e r p eop les backs up by making

out th ey  were much b e t t e r  than o th e r  people —  o r wordsHt© th a t

e f f e c t  . And y e t  » he went on » a t  the same tim e they» seem to

tak e  t h e ir  r e l ig io n  q u ite  s@rioiB.iay.f o r  th e y  alw ays go to  Church on
O

Sundays .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  I was not a b le  to  t e l l  him wha£ th e re  was about 

GathcL ic ism  which had t h is  p e c u lia r  e f f e c t  on i t s  d evo tees , f o r  the 

gim ol reason th a t I  was not a C a th o lic  •

But as a m atter o f  f a c t  I  had observed the same th ig g  my­

s e lf  ; and f o r  t h is  and o th e r  reasons had dropped in to  the h a b it  o f  

atfc a id in g  C a th o lic  Churches in  w hatever p a rt  o f  In d ia  (and l a t e r  

in  A tp lc a  ) th a t  I happened to  be in  . And alw ays , w herever I  went 

I  g e t  th e  same im pression  . And I  cannot d e s c r ib e  t h is  im pression  

b e t t e r  than by sa y in g  th a t  amongst th ese people I  f e l t  somehow th a t  

th a t  g r e a t  g u l f  th a t  I have been speaking o f  between E ast and West 

had vanished ,

For over a y e a r  I used to  a tte n d  a C a th o lic  Churoh where 

im portant E n g lish  o f f i c i a l s  and t h e ir  fa m ilie s  and .¿uiflHii# th e 

p o o rest and most uneducated mm Ind ian s ( who p re fe rre d  to  s i t  

ad k n eel on the f lo o r  through th e s e r v ic e  in  O rie n ta l fa sh io n  ) 

used to  re c e iv e ^ a t th e  same a l t a r  r a i l t h e  Body o f  Our B lessed  

Lord »adm inistered by th e  brown hands o f  a d e n o s e  P r ie s t  .

From t h is  F ea st - in  s p it e  o f my bein g a European and 

in h e r it in g  the European t r a d it io n s  o f  which I have been speaking .*—■ 

I was excluded »while th e  poorest n a tiv e  » liv in g  on a few rupees

mailto:s@rioiB.iay.for


a month , in  a house the s iz e  o f  a sm all s t a b le ,  was a welcome 

g u e st .

Here was m atter f o r  an oth er d is c o v e ry  ,more im portant than 

th a t  o f  the 'Subconscious C h r is t ia n it y  o f Europe' ; but t h is  was 

a d is c o v e ry  concerning in d iv id u a ls ,a s  th a t  had had to  do w ith  

s o c ie t  ie s  as a whole .

For to  th a t  c e l e s t i a l  banquet many are  in v ite d  who do

not go .and many are  brought in  from the highways and hedges j

and every  c a e - who goe# -  o f w hatever rank or co lo u r -  must don 
IKEW

•feUi Wedding Garment b e fo r e 1E©|can be adm itted


	Box 10, Folder 02 - "The Unconscious Christianity of Europe" (E.M.S.) (2 drafts)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658246042.pdf.DXDDh

