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THE UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIANITY OF EUROPE

A Study in Contrast between Europe and Asia.

There is a saying by Sir Oliver Lodge that "the last
thing a deep-sea fish would discover would be water." He
uses it in connection with the discovery of the universal
medium - the other - whose very omnipresence makes it so
hard for us realise its existence. The well known proverb
"it is hard to see the wood for the trees,” and the phrase,
"What do they know of England who only England know?"
these embody a similar principle, which is this - that
to become fully conscious of an environment one must be
able in some sort of way to get beyond it*

What is true with regard to national characteristics
is even more strikingly so in the case of different civ-
ilizations* It is, we believe almost practically impossible
for any one to get a vivid realisation of the essential
elements in European civilization without in some way or
other getting outside it - i.e. by living, either actually
or in imagination, in some wholly alien civilization, as
for instance that of Asia.

It was the present writer*s lot to live for a time
in the East - as private tutor - and in such a manner

that he was very largely cut off from any European Society.



After an intimate contact with Indian social life
and an unusual opportunity of observing the various contrasts
between East and West, there gradually, grew up and presented
itself to the writer's mind one fundamental and all incl-
usive difference. It is not easy to express it in one
sentence; but if the attempt had to be made it would run
something like this: "The fundamental difference between
the Civilization of.the former has the Christian Middle
Ages behind it, while that of the Latter has not."
By this assertion of course it is not meant that the
Eastern races did not exist throughout the Middle Ages,
nor does it deny them a history of their own during that
time. It means rather this, that, in speaking of "The
Middle Ages", we refer to a very definite influence,
unique of its kind —a "Zeit—Geist" if you like —not
to be found in any other part of the world.

Without particularising further we may say that for
a thousand years the spirit of Europe was moulded by
organised Christianity.

When the Indent World broke up with the fall of
the Roman Empire and the old-established landmarks seemed
to be swept away by the inflowing tide of barbarism, the
Christian Church remained intact. It had gathered Into
itself all that was of imperishable moral value in tliat
ancient order of things - the philosophy of Greece, from
the religion of the Jews and in the order and unity of the

Roman Empire; and now, safely stored within itself, it



carried these priceless elements forward into the age that
was just beginning - an age in which it was to be the dom-
inant factor.

As the magnet has power to draw towards itself in
a definite pattern the loosely scattered particles of iron,
so the Church, acting on the disorderly elements that
entered Europe from beyond the Rhine and the Danube, created
a new order and a new civilisation which endured for a
thousand years.

The moulding influence of the Church during this
period was so stupendous, so complete, so Ed enduring, so
omni-present in its effects that for the most part we are
unconscious of it; nor can we ever properly realise it
until we pass beyond its borders into a pagan world which
has never been under its sway.

On going out to the East one does not at first real-
ise this profound difference, so deep-rooted in the Past.
One is more likely to be impressed with a bewildering
variety of external differences, at once interesting and
picturesque.

As the European wanders for the ftst time through the
crowded medley of an Eastern bazaar, his attention is drawn
to a thousand and one strange details - to vividly col-
oured dresses and headgears, the quaint shops, the strange
merchandise, the stranger gesticulations of those that buy
and sell:- in short - to an infinite congeries of men,

women, children, dogs, goats, camels, birds,even monkeys,



all mixed up together in one inextricable confusion of colour
sound, smell and dust. "How thoroughly Eastern!", he says

to himself, "how different from us!”" Yet these are not

the essential matters.

"These are actions that a man might play,
There is that within which passes show."

The real difference is something spiritual. It is
the presence or absence of a peculiar moral pressure, which
has been transmitted down to the present from generations
that have passed away many centuries ago. But, as we have
said the realisation of this truth may come slowly, and
it may come in the following way.

Let all these external differences disappear. Let
an Indian become outwardly westernised. Let him dress in
English clothes, speak in the English tongue, live in a
European house with all its modern conveniences; let him
read his morning paper at breakfast time, and go down to
his office in his motor-car, there to do business in the
markets of the world - let him do all this and more -
yet, in spite of all these external resemblances, the
essential cleavage is still there. The East is festill the
East, and the West, the West.

We would not, however, go so far as to say that "never
the twain shall meet"; but it is certain that only by an
inner revolution of the most fundamental kind, by a

transformation of his whole spiritual being, by a conversion



that'swings the individual as it were, centuries ahead
of his race, aan any Asiatic come to understand and app-
reciate the essentials of European civilisation.

At this point an explanation is necessary to avoid
a misunderstanding. We do not deny, for instance, that
there are hundreds of thousands of Indians who are more
pleasing in the sight of God than hundreds of thousands
of Europeans. For many Hindus and Mahomedans are much
nobler characters - taken as individuals - than many who
call themselves Christians. (One has only to think of
Kipling's "Gunga Chin", or the Lama in "Kim"). But
our point is that - taken collectively - the moral tone
of Europe, as expressed in our institutions, conventions
and ethics, is vastly superior to that of the Orient.
Hence the average European - through no merit of his own
is bom into a loftier vision of life with its ideals
and obligations than the average Oriental - just as a
child, bom and bred on the slopes of a mountain range,
inherits (physically) a loftier and broader vision than
a child of the plains. It is the centention of this
article that it is largely the Christian Middle Ages
behind us that has pushed our civilisation up the slope

of the mountain.



In discussing this question with Englishmen in the
East - in particular with Army and Civil Service men - |
have often been surprised at the attitude of some of them.
Not infrequently | have heard such men deny the statement
that it is Christianity which has made the essential cleav-
age between the East and the West. "My own belief", they
will tell you, "is that in the long run, it doesn't make
any difference what religion a man belongs to - or if he
has any at all. Let him be Buddhist, Hindu, Mahomedan,
Christian, Pharasee, or even an Atheist, it makes no
real difference, so long as he is "straight" and "Plays
the Game".

Sometimes they will go on to assure you that it is a
great mistake to try and convert the "heathen™, as you
contemptously call them to another religion. It is best
to leave them to their own mode of worship, as this is
best suited to their manner of life, and the peculiarities
of their env&ronement. Anyhow, all that really matters
is that they should "Play the Game".

Now to my mind it is a curious thing that these people
should speak in this way - army officers, civil surgefons,
magistrates up and down the great empire of India: - for
they are just the men who, by their lives, exemplify the

doctrine they deny.



Such men» even when they have ceased to believe in Christ-
ianity, reveal as it were in spite of themselves their
Christian origin*

Their creed may have whittled itself down to the
simple maxim "Play the Game": Yet take any such Englishmen,
with no prentensions to being an orthodox Christian (but
brought up in a Christian country) and compare their notion
of "Playing the Game" with that of an Educated Indian (who
has not come under the influence of English Society) - and
you will find how great is the difference. And looking
still deeper, you will find that this difference can only
be accounted for by the fact that the European carries
round with him, as part of his ethical outfit, part of his
very self in fact, certain traditional moral values, which
are the subconscious deposit upon his soul of centuries
of Christianity, of the whole of the Middle Ages and even
before.

All this may seem an exaggeration; but a few examples
will make it clear. An Englishman, new to India, stands
on the verandah of his bungalow, and there heaves in sight
a fat and oily Bunya (merchant) coming to display his wares.
There is nothing unusual in this:- there are sleek and oily
commercial travellers in England but what does strike the
Englishman as unusual, and unusually wrong, is that while
The Bunya ambles easily along carrying nothing but his

well fed body, behind him and bearing the burden of his



G-O0ds there staggers a half - naked woman. She is merely
a beast of burden, and he regards her as such. And no one,
except the Englishman, seems to have any misgivings that
this is not a very right and proper arrangement ---—- not
even a westernised Indian with his B.A. Degree at Bombay
University.

The Englishman's first natural impulse is to knock
the man down, and ask him what the devil he means by mak-
ing a poor woman cart his luggage round for him like that.
Doubtless the merchant would strongly resent such treatment;
but his resentment would not excedd his surprise. He
would be surprised, because from his point of view, he
would no doubt think he was treating the woman very hand-
somely.

I will now give another example, taken from my own
experience, | had been dining at a wealthy Indian's house.
After dinner we sat out under a brilliantelectric arc ligiit
and coffee was served on the lawn. The warm night air,
odorous with the scent of jasmine, was suddenly rent by
the sounds of a woman screaming most dreadfully. The
host ordered a servant to go and find out what was the
matter. The man returned after a few minutes and said
"It's only the horse-boy beating his wife.” Upon the
suggestion that he should go and tell him to desist, the
servant - who had been with the family sometime - smiled

rather incredulously, and answered "But, Sir, they have



only been recently married" - referring to the proverb that
a man is not properly married until he has beaten his wifel

This rather cynical treatment of the subject stirred
me to make some caustic comments on the Oriental treat-
ment of women generally.

"l don't see why you should make such a fuss", replied
my host,” there are plenty of husbands in England who beat
their wives; you have only to read the law court reports
in your Newspapers"” (He himself had been in England several
times)

"It may be so", | replied,” but they do not do so,
openly and unashamed, before an indifferent public. Then
llrelated to him an unforgettable incident | had witnessed
not long before from the carriage of a railway train that
had stopped at a crowded railway station.

In the midst of the usual surging throng of humanity
that is usually to be found in any large Indian railway
station, my attention happen to fall on a man who was
furiously beating a woman with a stick,driving her along
with a s little compunction as one would drive a cow.

The look on her face was a terrible mixture of hatred ala
and fear - a blind unreasoning fear like that of a tortured
animal. Every few seconds she made as if she would return
and go in the opposite direction, and then he would redouble

his efforts.



2.3

What was, to my mind, one of the most appalling circumstances

about the whole incident, was the fact that not one of the pe*sons
in the crowd - they were all Indians - seemed to be in the least
perturbed by this distressing scene: only a few seemed to think
it worth more than a second glance, and they only looked on

with a sort of mild, spectacular Interest. "There are indeed

men in England who beat their wives"”, | went on, after having

related this incident to my host, "but no man would be allowed to
do it like that, unchallenged, on a crowded railway platform in
England"e

"Ah well", replied my host in the tone of a man who is
making a good excuse", that is only because you have a more
definite public opinion on the matter in England*.

"Exactly,” | replied,” but where did that public opinion

come from?" And then suddenly, in a flash | realized again,

that it was the influence of Christianity, coming down through
the Middle Ages, through the Age of Chivalry.

This attitude towards the weaker sex - exemplified by the

proyeih quoted”™titei~™*a:~"™ @ ~he incident iescribed

is not confined to the lower classes. While on a holiday in one
of the Hill Stations | happened to become intimately acquainted
with the work of a retired officer in the police service. It

had been his lot to undertake service of a rather intimate nature
in the courts of certain of the native Rajahs; and he could tell

many tales of Intrigue and cruelty.



One Incident particularly impressed me - though it was only
one amongst many - and it hears directly on the point we are
considering. There was a young Rajah of his acquaintance, who
was accustomed to hold a sort of levee of his Ranis at a part-
icular hour every day. One of his wives, the youngest - who
was scarcely more than a girl - received by wire one morning
the news of the death of her favorite uncle. She was so over-
whelmed by the news that, when it was time for her to appear
before the king, she realised that she had forgotten to put on
her royal apparel. She went, however, as she was, and pleaded
the excuse of her bereavement. Her Lord, notwithstanding, was
so Incensed at what he was pleased to regard as her lack of
respect that, there and then, he flogged the poor girl almost
to death. This was only the beginning of his displeasure with
this particular wife, which increased so much that a few months
afterwards he shot her dead. It was officially reported that
she had died of heart failure.

If the life an Indian wife may contain such humiliations,
that of the Indian widow is often a more unrelieved tragedy.
For, though the practice of "Suttee" has been put down by the
Government, anyone who knows anything about the social customs
in India knows how often the lot of the widow in India is often
one of continuous humiliation and quiet despair - and this is

especially true of the child widow.
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Of course there are many exceptions. | have met several
widows whose life was tolerable enough; but these were mostly
persons who belonged to a semi-westernised society. | even met
one lady whom one could almost describe as a "Merry Widow".
But then she was an exceptional personality altogether, and would
have been unconventional in any part of the world. She w8s an
ardent Tolstyan, ran a labour Beaureau, was a keen politician,
and used even, to engineer strikes.

But to return to our theme and our examples. It was ny
privilege to become intimately acquainted with a most refined
Indian gentleman and his wife, and tfcteir whole troop of most
delightful children flciwkom they wt™e-endeavouring—bo brj
m Montessori Principles). Both husband and wife were very
advanced in their ideas. They had altogether given up the
practice of Purda)i (i.e. the segregation of the/women folk
entirely apart from all male visitors), and th”y were surprls;
ngly broad minfled in matters ofM?eligion, politics and
ion.

One day we were discussing the question as to what was
the best kind of education for the modern Indian girl. In
particular the point was raised as to how far it was advisable
to depart from the immemorial oriental restrictions on the
liberty of women. "It is very hard for you to realise™, went
on this lady,” how great are the risks we run in allowing our
daughters, not only to give up Purdah, but also to mix as

freely as they do in England with members of the opposite sex".



"Your social life is surrounded by so may many unwritten
laws and conventions, which serve as safe-guards to young people
when they mix together freely in each other's society. But
with us it is different. These conventions for the most part
are not there, and therefore it is fatally easy for the
emancipated young wmman of India,”™ to be carried away beyond all
bounds as soon as she breaks away from the customary moorings,
(Iwill not vouch for the exact words, but that was the gist of
what she said)

This discussion, by-the-way, had arisen up an interesting
manner, which throws a further light on the question we are
considering.

I had been present at the birthday-party of one of her
children, and had been in fact the only European in the company.
To liven things up a little as the guests seemed rather shy with
each other and their hosts -(as they often are even at the beg-
inning of a children’s party in England}. | suggested that we
should go down to the tennis court and play some games, which
we dld30a»&r & fore long | had introduced them to some of the
good old English games like "Nutsand May” »"Oranges and Lemons',
"Cross Tig" and so on. In these games of course it is necess-
ary for those playing to join hands, or chase after and catch
one another. As boys and girls, and youths and maidens,were
all playing together, this form of amusement seemed - to the

parents of some of the children —a most shocking innovation.



One must remember that Eastern people do not even touch hands
when they are saluting each other. Even nmy hostess a most
liberally minded lady - thought it was an inadvisable procedure
as it might serve as "the thin edge of the wedge"; and would,
in any case, lead to scandalous gossip amongst the orthodox
Hindus.

I was quite taken aback at this criticism, and assured her
that we always played these, and Similar games in England at
children's parties without any serious results.

"Ah, but you must remember"”, she replied,” how many habits
traditions and customs you have in your country that safe-guard
your young people at every turn.

Again | experienced a strange feeling, as though my eyes
had suddenly been opened; and | was made aware of a subte”™and
sustaining influence in our civilisation, almost like an invis-
ible and pervading presence. | had come across, in my own
experience, exactly what | read about, later, in one of Chester-
ton's books, where he speaks of the Church as making a ring-
fence round the innocent pleasures of paganism.

And in this connexion, too, (i.e. with regard to the
veneration for the sanctity of womanhood) even Protestants must
recognise the tremendous influence which the cult of The Virgin
Mother of God must have exercised on the mind of Europe. Ts/hat
sober historians would deny that the countless prayers offered
up to the Blessed Virgin in the Middle Ages - at innumerable

shrines in every part of Europe - have helped, beyond all



estimation, to raise the general conscience of the people to a
loftier conception of womanhood?

It is difficult to live in India these days without taking
an interest in Politics. When | went out first, | confess
that it seemed to me that the only fair and logical course that
England could take was to grant India Self-Government.

But, in coming into closer contact with the actual condit-
ions, | began to see things in a very different light, and to
realise how dangerous and futile was this talk of granting
India the same kind of self-government as a country like Canada.
And it was dangerous for the same reason as "Oranges and Lemons"
had appeared dangdrous to my Indian Lady friend whom | have
just quoted.

The practice of Self-Government can only he safely introd-
uced to a people which already possesses - embedded, as it were,
in the very texture of its mind - certain fundamental notions
as to the nature of mankind.

These notions were acquired by the peoples af Europe during
the Midddle Ages. We are fetill too apt to speak of those ages
as "The Dark Ages", and forget that it was during these cent-
uries that there came about, imperceptibly, the greatest revol-
ution in History - the abolition of slavery as the recognised
basis of Society (as had been the case in the Ancient World)
Furthermore it was during these same "Dark Ages" that the idea
of a representative Government was worked out into practice, and

the method of "Trial by Jury” became the basis of our judicial

system,



Centuries before the doctrine of the Equality of Man became
a political catfchword in the eighteenth century, the mind of
Ekirope had been schooled to the idea that all men were of equal
value, in the sight of G-od. For a thousand years the Church had
persistently taught the doctrine, driving it home through the
labours of millions of priests in every corner of Europe;
and driving it home so completely that men found nothing extra-
ordinary in a peasant being raised to the Papacy or a King
being flogged, barefoot and bareheaded, through the streets as a
penitent.

It was the work of the Catholic Church that abolished
slavery. Such an institution was, by its very nature, incomp-
tible with the spirit of the doctrine that all men are of
equal and infinite value in thegyes of God. It was this teach-
ing too which prepared the way for, and made possible, the
practice of a true democracy. . /~ n

This is why it is ?Tengjft’\to try and graft a political system
like Democracy on to a cil™is&tion that is not ready for it$ that
lacksjLhe deep-rooted instincts on which it must veatf that has
never known the long period of gestation and the spiritual travail
tSft must precede so glorious a birth.

And this is the reason, too, why nearly all the vitality
that there is in the Swaraj movement in India to day is derived
either directly or indirectly from the presence of the very

Government it describes as so repressive.



I happened to be present once at a large house-party In
which there were some forty guests, most of whom were leaders
in the Indian National, or Swaraj Movement. They who had come
together to attend at the Annual National Congress. | had many
opportunities of discussing matters with them and - what was
perhaps even more instructive —of hearing their discussions
amongst themselves. Naturally, the burden of their talk was the
necessity of obtaining Self-Governmentyjand the means of attaining
it, together with many comments on the injustice of the British
Raj.

At the same time, however, | could not help being struck
with the fact that, but for the British Rah, these probably
would not have been able to come together at all. For it was
the British Government that had laid down, and was till managing
the wonderful system of railways that had enabled them to come
together|fcso easily™from the remotest comers of Indi$.

Furthermore these delegates, having come from different
parts of India, spoke different languages: and the only language
they all had in common was English, “hey were, in fact, indebted
to the British Government for the privilege of being able to
understand one anothers tirades against it.

The very tersm so constantly on their lips ~ "committee
"representative”, "agenda"”, "Bill of Parliament", "franchise"
were, many of them, phrases that had nothing in common with
spirit of Asiatic Governments, and were copied directly from the

West .



For Mahatma Grandhi their leader | have the greatest personal
respect and affection, but it is™hard to understand his attitude.
He preaches the gospel of the simple life, the iniquity of trains,
hospitals and dlI the modem amenities of life, and yet the first
time | had the pleasure of meeting him, he arrived at the house
in a gigantic Daimler Limousine, which had been lent him by a
Hindu friend.

If anyone doubts as to whether the ideals of Liberty, Frat-
ernity, and Equality, and the practice of Self-Government are airifrpn
to the mentality of the Indian, and incompatible with his
traditions, let him become acquainted at first hand with the
Caste System of that country.

It is sometimes said that in Europe we also have a Caste
System , and reference is made to the social cleavages in Eur-
opean Society. But it is a mistake to imagine that there is
any real parallel here; for the differences between the various
social ranks are not marked by any hard and fast rules. The
gulf between one grade of society and another is constantly
being bridged by gentu?, beauty, education and other circumstances;
and these differences disappear almost entirely in the presence
of any great emergency, as war or pestilence or sudden danger.

An English gentleman for instance would risk his life by
jumping into water to save the son of a cottager as unhesitatingly
as would la the son of a ~uke because, at such moments he acts on
the instinctive belief - which is our European heritage - that,

in the sight of God# all men are of equal value.



But it is different in India where the rigidity of the Caste
System makes the prevalence of any such idea impossible, at any
rate in practice.

The following incident - which could be paralleled by k many
others - illustrates the point in question. An Irish lady of my
acquaintance, who lived in one of the Hill Stations in the
Himalayas, heard a man calling for help by the side of the road
one evening as night was falling. The three Indians In succession
came along the road and heard his cfies from where h he lay under
the bushes by theside of the road. They enquired his caste. He
had none; he was an out—aste. One of the natives, as he heard
the man tell him he was dying called back In a nanchalant voice.
"Well, die then", and the two others also "passed by on the other
side" without feeling it was any concern of theirs. The man would
certainly have suecombed, had not the lady herself gone back nearly
a mile out of her way to procure assistance. The contrast struck
me as being the more remarkable as the lady in question, had to
my knowledge, an almost unconquerable natural antipathy to
coloured races of any sort.

"Our Indian philosophy” said an Indian scholar, "explains
why it was right for the priest and the Levite to I\pass by on the
other side, leaving the man who fell among thieves to his own
"Karma".

I once rather annoyed an Indian gentleman of my acquaintance
by commenting on the fact that there were no phrases corresponding

to "if you please” and "thank you" in the language in which he

addressed his servants. He tried to excuse it by saying that
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where we use such phrases they express the same thing hy tone of
voice and gesture; hut the bald fact remained that he never said
"please” or "Thank you"™ to his servants™ It is not easy for any-
one living in Europe to realise how completely the caste system
prevents, even the most willing, from regarding their fellow-
man as their brother, and helping him as such. One occasion,
when | had had some guests in to dinner, | suggested to one of
the servants that he should help my table-servant with the
washing up of dishes. The former was a very good natured*j8llow,
and would have done anything to oblige, but on this occasion he
begged very volubly to be excused, the chief grounds of his
refusal being that his daughter was going, to be married the
following week. On being further questioned it appeared that if
he had touched the dishes | had used he would have lost caste.
He would then have had to pay a heavy fine to regain it; and
would thus have deprived his daughter of her wedding dowry.

It is not, however, simply the barriers of caste that
makes it harder for Indians to work together than it is for
Europeans. We believe there is another reason, which will
be seen by turning to another aspect of our subject.

I n the Middle Ages - and before that, in the Roman Empire
men in Europe became accustomed to the idea of a vast, centralised
social organism, which included viithin itself peoples and nations
of different languages and customs - an all-embraching Community
which lasted on unchangingly through the centuries, while gener-
ation after generation of individuals came and went like waves in

the sea.



There has been no such experience for the races of the India.
It is true that under this or that great conqueror, something
like a cosmopolitan state came into existence for a while, as
various nations were called together by the might of some
towering individual. But it was never for long. The mighty
Empires of Auranzefc? and Akbar broke under their own a weight,
as having, as it were, no enduring mortar within their composition
to hold together their component parts.

But the genius of Rome provided that mortar for Europe,
bequething it as a spiritualised legacy, to the Church of the
Middle Ages. This circumstance has endowed the peoples of
Europe with a power of working together with a collective
efficiency unknown in the East. It has resulted in long-standing
institutions, stable governments, national debts, good roads
and means of communication generally,” in a sense of the continuity
of history, and (what is really the same thing) the power to
distinguish history, aESxtsSiiete™x from myth. More than this, it
has given to European civilisation a unity so prefound that,
when any danger threatens what is fundamental in it, the various
elements in Europe that most embody it, are welded together into
a fiery whole, which acts with a wisdom and determination beyond
that of any individual or state. Thus the Crusades were a
movement of the collective consciousness of Europe against the
Mahommedan perilj and of late we have seen a similar phenomenon,
when all that was truest to our European tradition rose as one
man against the anti-Christian doctrine of Nietche embodied in the

Prussian



state.

This power of combining diverse elements, and making them
work together voluntarily and harmoniously and on a vast scale
towards a common end is practically unknown in the East. Indeed
it is hard enough to get Orientals of different creeds and
temperaments to work together on a small scale. "The trouble
with our Indian politics - said a prominent Hindu gentleman to
me one day, "is that we never seem able to differ strongly on
any matter without it tending to become a personal quarrel."”

And of course, as everybody knows, the chief difficulty
that "Mahatma Gandhi” has had to cope with”~in his Swaraj movem-
ent*, isthat of trying to get Hindus and Mussulmans to work
smoothly together for a common end.

It would seem almost that the very idea of a multiplex-
or diversity which is caught up into a higher unity is to
the Eastern way of thinking; and can be exemplified in other
spheres beside politics. <~fessse ¢ompares? Eastern and Western
music, for instance. Almost the first thing that strikes the
Westerner is that Eastern music is devoid of harmony. It is,
in fact, that you might call one dimensional music. It has
produced a great variety of melodies - many of them perhaps too
subtle for the Western ear to appreciate - but it has no con-
ception of the beauty that can be obtained by playing two or more
notes together so that their individual values are enhanced by

their reciprocal contributions to a common chord. $(ut
ddi? .J\r fcs /i



On several occasions | have asked Indians if they could
play the piano, and they have replied in the affirmative. On
being asked to perform they have (to my astonishment™-* the first
time at any rate) seated themselves solemnly at the piano and
proceeded to play a tune with one finger only. One gentleman,
indeed played with two fingers, but he played the tune in octaves
from beginning to end. There was no sign of any accompaniment
to the air, nor any harmony of any kind, nor apparently the
slightest desire for it, nor the sense that anything was missing.
The other Indians present applauded these strange recitals as
though they were very meritorious performances, as doubtless
they were from their point of view. It is practically impossible
even for an educated Indian - who has never been to Europe - to
understand even the idea of modem orchestral music in which so
many diverse sounds are caught up into a higher unity.

It is possible to see in this striking difference between

the music of East and West the symbol of a still deeper div-
ergence. It illustrates exactly the difference between the
Christian and Oriental ideas of heaven. In the Christian

heaven the individual personalities survive - eternally separate
and distinct™ ~plF~t the same time, without losing anything of

their individuality, they are caught up into a higher unity, like
the component parts of a mighty orchestra. There are innumerable
separate saints and angels in Heaven, but (as Shakespeare says in
one of his sonnets) "Number there in love is slain." Or as

Dante describes it in his Paradisey._.



4™N'In fashion as a snow-white rose, lay there
Before my view the saintly multitude
Which in His own blood Christ espoused"?

In nothing does what we have called the subconscious influence
of Christianity in Europe manifest itself more clearly - as in
contrast to pagan civilisations - than in its reverence for and
appreciation of the Child*

While in India | became intimately acquainted with an
Indian gentleman who, very rightly, had come to the concglusion
that the best investment he could make for his children was to
give them the best education possible.- He was aa-teeaasad:fex»(jj.y ct,
wealthy man, and was prepared to pay very liberally for what he
wanted. He did not send his children to Europe because he said
he did not want them to become "de—nationalised . So he ransacked
India to try and find suitable tutors and suitable Indian books
for his children. But he found, after a while, that even his
fabulous wealth could not procure what he sought. "It is a
strange thing ", he remarked,”that none of our great Pundits
and philosophers seem able to write books specially suitable
for children, whereas in England you have hundreds of such books
on all conceivable subjects, and even have special magazines and
newspapers for the little ones* Not only that, but your great
authors, of their own accord, very often write books specially

YVVLAATf
for children, and do not think it to do so". (He was

referring to authors like Sir James Barrie, Lewis Carroll,

Chesterton, R. L. Stevenson) "l have tried", he went on, To

get some of our learned scholars to write such books for Indian



JSHitLDRM, with an Indian setting to them, and have offered to pay

them well for doing so, hut they do not .seem able to do it»—

though why 1 don’t know."

In reply, | told my friend that | thought that it was

probably due to the fact that our religion has always inculcated

a profound reverence for childhood” Q—»had’ opened our eyes to its

compelling beautyX and is continually urging us to emulate the

child-like spirit in its simple trust, its grateful acceptance of

the~gpifthings of life, and above all in its innocence and purity.

Furthermore it teaches us that we are all equally loveable and

equally stupid in the presence of the infinite and charitable

wisdom of the Almighty Father, that we are all children of the

same Fathery”~nly~that is so happens that some of His childrerN"
/NlikeMISTchesterton for instance J happen to be .physically y \

bigger, but by/no means therefore better or wiyser than his smaller \

brothers and/sisters in the mjrsery (for wh<W, | am quite ¢ure, |

he would turn himself into ¢n elephant at J moment*s notice - j
\ which is niore than most lirnian Pundits wouldldo, though they see ,

every day of .their lives).-——— -—-—---"

of Ram and Arjuna andthe other figures of the Hindu mythology).
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Another point of difference, and one which - to some extent
at any rate - comes as a result of the influences we have been
discussing, is the Oriental”™ well-known indifference to Time;
Christian theology has it that "Man is bom and dies once, and
after comes the judgement.” Hence it follows that our ”sojourn
here on earth is fraught with momentous issues, both for ourselves
and others. It brings with it opportunities, individual and nat-
ional, which can never recur. Furthermore in the tradition of
European philosophy Evil is no shadowy negation of good: it is
a living personal principle, terrible with all the subtlety and
strength of the angelic mind, though fallen. Human life is
therefore full of conflicting loyalties, prodigious efforts,
irrecoverable destinies, in short with all the high elements of
a drama that rolls onwards with gathering forces to a great and
terrible Day of Doom.

Not so with . the Oriental. He believes in an endless
succession of births and re-births; and Time is not any great
matter. Time is for him simply the warp across which the shuttle
of our Ego passes and repasses, as it weaves through countless
incarnations the pattern of our Existence. Since one will have
to live again on this earth so many thousands of times, why work
onself up W™uncomfortable enthusiasms, and exacting philanthropies,
or depart on dangerous crusades! Action binds you as firmly to
the "Wheel of Existence"™ as does inaction, - and both are an
illusion. It is all "Maya", an illusion, - a predestined flick -
ering of lights and shadows across the interminable screen of

Existence. One may as well make the illusion as comfortable as



possible; and anyhow it is all pre-arranged - Kismet!

There are of course many other points, which could be ment-
ioned, that bear upon the subject of this article - such as the
custom ofkeeping Purdah, child marriages, the licentious rights,
of certain Hindu temples - but enough has been said to stk show
how profound is the cleavage between a Christian and a non-
Christian civilisation. And furthermore it has been our aim
to emphasise those points of difference which are not so much
the direct results of Christian teaching as their indirect con-
sequence, operating as it were subconsciously, as that religion,
has little by little, leavened the hwhole structure of the
society.

Before we draw this essay to a close, there is one aspect
of it which calls urgently to be considered. The writer can
imagine that many an Eastern reader - and others besides - after
perusing the above comparisons, to express himself indignantly as
follows ) -

"Your treatment of the subject is grossly unfair. You
have taken the best out of your civilisation and compared it
with the worst in ours. Any one could make out a case like that.

But what about your Western cities? Do they impress the
Eastern visitor as being full of heroic efforts and mementous
issues; or rather are they not full of music-halls, night-clubs
and - generally speaking - a mad, unceasing, whirling race

after pleasure. ) ) )
You talk to us of the sanctity of marriage; and your divorce



courts are full to overflowing. You hold up holy hands of
horror at the rites of some of our temples, yet one of the
foremost Anglican divines of the day has openly spoken of the
practice of Mrth-contol as the lesser of two evils.

"You would have us emulate the order and fetability of
your governments, and we see the streets running red with
revolution in the first European state we enter from across our
borders.

"You tell us we have no reverence for the child; but
has your modem European child any reverence for its parents?
And so on.

1 pkese - and there are more that could be mentioned -
are serious charges indeed; and unfortunately it is impossible
to deny them. For there are, in point of fact, powerful dis-
ruptive forces in European Society, which are rapidly tending
towards the disintegration of. the Christian civilisation which
we inherited from the Middle Ages. And these forces are
making themselves more evident every year. <3

Left to themselves they would Inevitably reduce Europe
to the same sevel - or rather to a much lower level of mor-
ality than any pagan . civilisation at present existing.

But they are not left to themselves. As the tide of
Modernism sweeps onwards with gathering force, carrying away
on its restless bosom one after another of our conventional
moralities, one institution - amidst the general confusion

and 6/laid bare to all the world, fixed

and immutable as ever - even as a great rock is left standing
Sek O U jstsS ¢



by the outgoing tide which sweeps away to destruction the surroun-
ding litter of rubbish and shifting sand*

That institution is the Catholie Church, founded in the beg-
inning on the Rock that can never he shaken. The Catholic Church,
as G.K. Chesterton wittily observes, is the only institution in
Europe to-day which is of Pagan origin. Or as Macaulay says, in
his well known passage, "The history of that Church joins together
the two great ages of human a civilisation. No other institution
is left standing which carries the mind back to the times when the
smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon, and when cameleopards
and tigers bounded in the Flavian amphitheatre..

/  IWor<Nyy. n

It is the contineud presence of this institution, and this
alone, which has given and still gives to European Society (and
its derivative offshoots - America and the European colonies)
jJtspermanence and continuity, and supplies it with those elements
which mark it off from every other civilisation that has ever a
existed.

To bring home this statement, which any wealth of detail,
would be as far beyond the scope of this essay as it would be
beyond the ability of the present writer. 'EdokuT? ’

But even without turning our attention to past ages and bury-
ing ourselves deep in historical treatises - indeed without read-
ing anything at all except the signs of thevyfmes, this truth is
broughtfhome to any impartial observer, as one circumstance after
another draws his x attention the omnipresent leaven of the

Catholic Church in Europe at the present day.



Many of ua In this generation (the present writer included)

were brought up to think of the Catholic Church as a cumbersome

and lethargic Body, bereft of all vitality, a mere wom-out relic

of a bye-gone age, an antiqure survival - not of the fittest. We

looked upon Catholics with a patronising mixture of pity and scorn,

as we wondered how any Intelligent beings could subscribe to a

creed so mixed with superstition, so hopeless at variance with

science, Which hung such heavy and insupportable weights upone the

soaring spirit of man. It never occured to us - even in our dreams

that this great mechanical instituion, moving so slowly, merely

with the residual impetus left in it by a spirit which had long

aince departed ( as a chicken will run for a while with its head

cut off) that an institution so moribund as this oould have any

vital connexion with the Spirit of our Age.
And then came the great discovery. By the Grace of Sod

our eyes were opened, and we saw that all this apparent stillness

and immobility was simply the results of its perfect balance -

even as a gigantic fly-wheel, revolving with incredittle rapdity

appears the more motionless the more perfect is its poise. We

realised that every part of this collossal institution - every

rite, every ceremony, every minute vestment - was throbbing with *

an incredible vitality - was in fact "aflame with the Holy Spirit".

And now as we look around us - not merely to Individuals -

but right across the events of our time, we discern in all manner

of different ways the leavening influence of the OathoU<= Church,

supporting and defending what is best in our civilisation. .JX

one moment the observer witnesses the astonishing spectacle
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of a"decadent,” Catholic country casting out from itself the devils
of sloth and disorder and returning to an economic stability and
-well-being which is the wonder and enTy of other nations; the next
he sees the Catholic Church, by its heroic opposition, revealing

to all Europe - like a sudden and searching light, the sinister
outlines of Bolshevism.

Or turning to the sphere of morals. Amidst the confused babel
of openions, uncertain questioning, hesitating authorities on such
matters as divorce, and brlth control - as they are discussed by
other religious denominations - he hears the voice of the Catholic
Church sounding above the tumult, clear as a trumpet, and, as a
trumpet, calling to battle.

Or it may be he has been caught in the subtle meshes of
Theosophy or some other of the many forms of Orientalism, which,
under the cover of a reinterpreted Christianity, try - as they
have ever tried all down the centuries, to undermine the faith
of Europe. And what does he find. He finds without exception
that all these heresies are able tb form a sort of spiritual
alloy with one or more of the various Christian Sects of Europe,
but that they all stop dead at the gates of that "City which is
set ona Hill". In short he will find that ultimately he will
have to choose - as so many have done - between his Theosophy,
Spiritualism, Christian Science or whatever it is and the Catholic
Church. For as it was the chivalry of Europe, inspired by the
Catholic Church that drove back the hordes of Mahommddans, so

it is Catholic thinkers, and only they - inspired by that same

Church -who are able to drive back from the minds of man
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the pagan hordes of to-day, who with pen in hand instead of lance,
besiege his troubled spirit.

Nor has the Church forgotten to wield the sword as well as
the pen. Yihen that nation, which in the pride of its heart had
rebelled more completely than any other against the spiritual
dominion of Rome, leagued i~fcself after a lapse of three centuries,
with the hereditary enemies of Christianity, in an attempt to
overwhelm European civilisation and set up in its place a blasphem-
ous Kultur of its own, it was the Catholic countries of the Con-
tinent which rose to withstand it. Then it was that England -
Catholics still at heart though she does not yet realise it -
broke through the "filthy cobwebs"” which had so long obscured her
vision; and, seeing that nation as it really was, threw in her
lot with the Catholics tradition of Europe.

It would be possible to multiply examples almost indefinitley,
and show how in Literature, Art, Music, Science, Political Economy,
the presence of the Catholic Church acts as a conserving influence,
driving out what is undisciplined, morbid and exotic supplying
instead proposition and balance, sanity and humour, and above all
an Indefinable atmosphere of wholesomeness and purity which is
peculiarly its own. But enough has already been said to show
that there is a salid reply to the Oriental"s supposed objection
to our main thesis.

One word more in conclusion. The best proof that our main

contention in this essay is a correct one is that fact that



wherever Catholicism has taken a hold amongst the Orientals.

One finds the same qualities springing up like flowers in

the desert. Indeed wherever the influence of Christianity is brought

to bear - through any denomination - the Christian virtues will

begin to appear (I knew an English Colonel, a Civil Surgeon, not

much of a Church-goer himself by the way, who used to say, "Line
me up 50 native women and dress them all the same, and | will

make a good shot at picking out all the Christians by the expression

of their faces.") But too often, in the case of the Sects, these

virtues are only skin deep or evanescent; and the term "Rlce-

Christian" is a reproach which has, alas, too often a solid founda-

tion.

On the other hand the expression "Once a Catholic, always

a Catholic" holds true, on the whole, in the East as
and it

in the West
is generally admitted that Catholicism takes a deeper hold

on the Indian than any other form of Christianity.

"I think there must be something different about the Catholics

from the other Christian bodies.,” said a Hindu friend of mine to

me one day, who was himself something of a sceptic on all religions,
including his own. 1| asked him the reason why he thought this
and replied to the effect that he had often had Catholics in his
employment and had been struck with the fact that they were

usually reliable. Also he said there seemed to be a certain

matter - of - factness about thei™eligion which appealed to him.

It seemed to fit them naturally like a well-made garment; and

they never seemed to put on airs or get other peoples backs up

by making out they were much better than other people - or words



to that effect. And yet, he went on, at the same time they seem

to take their religion quite seriously, for they always go to
Church on Sundays.

Unfortunately I was not able to tell him what there was about
Catholicism which had this peculiar effect on its devotees, for the
simple reason that | was not a Catholic,

But as a matter of fact I had observed the same thing myself;
and for this and other reasons had dropped into the habit of att-
ending Catholic Churches in whatever part of India ( and later
in Africa) that | happened to be in. And always, wherever | want,
I got the same impression. And | cannot describe this impression
better than by saying that amongst these people | felt somehow that
great gulf that | have been speaking of between East and West had
vanished.

For over a year | used to attend a Catholic Church where
important English officials and their families and the poorest and
most uneducated Indians (who preferred to sit and kneel on the
floor through the service in Oriental fashion) used to receive, at
the same altar rails, the Body of Our Blessed Lord, administered
by the brown hands of a Genoese Priest.

From this Feast - in spite of my being a European and
Inheriting the European traditions of which | have been speaking

I wax excluded, while the poorest native, living on a few rupees

a month, in a house the size of a small stable, was a welcome guest.

Here was matter for another discovery, more important than

that of the ’Subconscious Christianity of Europe’; but this was

a discovery concerning individuals, as that had to do-with societ-



ies as a whole.

For to that celestial banquest many are invited who do not go,
and many are brought in from the highways and hedges; and all who
go - fif whatever rank or colour - must do their Wedding Garment

before they can be admitted.



THE UNCONSCIOUS CHRISTIANITY OF EUROPE

A Study in Contrast between Europe and Asia

There is a saying by Sir Oliver Lodge N& that
"the last thing a deep-sea fish would discover would be water
Hg‘uses it in connection with the discovery of the universal
medium * Urn ether - whose very omnipresence makes it so hard
fot* us realise its Existence * The well known proverb, "It is
hard to see the wood foo the trees",and the phrase "What do they
know of England who only Englan know "$# isettB5iaMPi»»embody a
similar principle ™ Which is this that™~to become fully cons-
scious of an environment one must be able;in some sort of way™
to get beyond it
What is true with regard to national characteristics
is even more strikingly so in the case of different civilzations.
It is practically impossible for any one to get a vivid realis-
ation of the essential elements in European civiliaion without
im some way or other getting outside it — i.e, by living .eitler
actually or in imagination”™in some wholly alien civilization ,as
for instance”~that of Asia.
It was the present writer's lot to live for some time

in the East (~as private tutor™T 7and in such a manner)that he

8

was very largely cut off from any European Society

After intimate contact with Indian social life ,
and a%»«% unusual opportunity of observing the various contrasts
between East and West »there gradually grew up”™nwfr'gw tnfcad ItniiaT
%™ »the writer's mind one fundamental and all inclusive difference.

this (e tXUIvnfrt

It is not easy to express it in one sentence ; but if to

it would”run something like this & "The fundamental differenwe
between the civilisations of Europe and Asia lies in the fact

KO/
that civilisation of Europe has the Middle Ages behind it »while

that of -AsAa has fUjr®*
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# does
N"Thls assertion”™of course™*» 40 not raecan™ that the Eastern

races did not exist throughout the Middle Ages ,nor does it
deny them a history of their own during that time . It means
rather 4Mb*», that in speaking of "The Middle Ages " we refer
to a very definite influence ~unique of its kind™- a "Zelt-G-eist"*"
if you like ~not to be found in any other part of th”~rorld

Without going into details we may say that for a
thousand years the spirit of Europe was moulded by organised
Christianity

When the Ancient World broke up with the fall of he

Roman Empire *and the old-established landmarks seemed to be
swept away by the inflowing tide of barbarism ,the Christian
Church remained intact « It had gathered into Itself all that
was of imperishable moral value in that ancient order of things —
- the philosophy of Greece ,fwew the religion of he Jews
smiadifc-.the order and unity of the Roman Empire - $ and now |,
safely stored within itself , it carried these priceless
elements forward into the age that was Just beginning - an age
in which it was to be the dominant factor»

As the magnet has power to draw towards itself , in
a definite pattern™the loosely scattered particles of iron ,so
the Churchyacting on the disorderly elements that entered
Europe from beyond the Rhine and the Danube , created a new
order ¢”a new civilisation which endured for a thousand years

The moulding influence of the Church during this

period was so stupendous ,so complete » so enduring , SO omni-
present in its effeots™that for the most part we are unconscious
of it ; nor can we ever properly realise it until we pass
beyond its borders™ into a pagan aiyilisatieft which has never
been under its sway .

On going out to the East one does not at first
realise this profound difference ~so deep-rooted in the Past.
One is more likely to be impressed with a bewildering variety of

external differences ,at once interesting and picturesque



As the European wanders for the first time through the
crowded medley of an Eastern bazaar”his attention is drawn to a
thousand and one strange detailsj—’E})Aihe vividly ooloured dresses
and headgears fthe quaint shops »the strange merchandise , the yy»l4
gestioualations of those that buy and sell >-in short E>Oan infinite
congeries of men, women, children, dogs »goats »camels »birds
even monkeys »all mixed up together in one inextricable confusion
of oolour »sound , smell and dust . "How thoroughly Eastern 1,n,he
says to himself ,"how different from us ! And yet these are

not the essential matters 5

"These are actions that a man might play ,

There is that within which passes show ",
The real difference »then , is something spiritual , It Is

the presence or absence of a peculiar moral pressure a which has
been transmitted down to the present from generations that have
passed away many centuries ago . But * as we have said,the
realisation of this truth may come slowly »and it may come in the
following way *

Let all these external differences disappear . Let an

Indian become outwardly westernised . Let him dress in English

tw | B
clothes »speak/VEninshA, live in a European house with all its
modern conveniences ; let him read his morning paper at breakfast

6m I*'1

time »and go gown to his office in his motor-car m»there do

business in the markets of the world -- let him do all this and
more -- yet in spite of all these external resemblances”™the
essential cleavage in'still there .The East is still the East ,

and the Westj$the West

We would not , however , go so far as to say that
"never the twain shall meet " ; but It is certain that only by
an inner revolution of the most fundamental kind , by a trans-
formation of his whole spiritual being , by a conversion that
swings the individual ,as ig wereJcenturies ahead of his race ,
can any Asiatic come to understand and appreciate the essential

of European civilisation
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At this point an explanation is necessary to avoid a
misunderstanding . We do not deny , for instance , that there
are hundreds of thouiands of Indians who are more pleasing In the
sight of God than hundreds of thousands of Europeans . For many
Hindus and Mahomedans are much nobler characters * taken as Inlvid-
uals - than many who call themselves Christians .( One has only
to think of Kipling's "Gunga Dhln " ,or the Ijgma in "Kim" ) But
our point is,,that -taken collectively - the moral tone of Europe
as expressed in our institutions ,conventions and ethics , is
vastly superior to that of the Orient « Hence the average European
-through no merit of his own - is born 3jrto a loftier vision of
life with its ideals and obligations than the average Oriental «—

and bred

Just as a ohild born”™on the slopes of a mountain range inherits
(physically ) a loftier and broader vision than a child of the
plains . It is the contention of this article that it is largely

the ChristAAn Middle Ages behind us that has pushed our civilis-

ation up the slope of the mountain |,

In disoussing this question with Englishmen in the
East - in particular with Army and Civil tService men- | have oft«
been surprised at™he ;ttitude «£ some %f_them . Not infrequently
I have heard such men deny that Christianity
whixh has made the essential cleavage between -ti“"East and MSS
West ."My own belief ", they will tell you , "is that ~in the long
run , it doesn't make any difference what religion a man belongs
to - or if he has any at all- .Let# him be A Buddhist 1 Hindu ,
Mahomedan , Christian , Parses,or even an Atheist ,lIt makes
\@ <
no difference,so long as he is straight and * Plays the Game™.
Sometimes they will go on to assure you that it is a
gteat mistake to try and convert the "heathen ?ns yeU"msvaxmmmtmemz
ai-frirrfrfreaW " to another religion . It is best to leave them to
their own mode of worship as best suited to their manner

of life and the peculiarities of their environment . Anyhow ,all

that reallfr™ matters is that they should "Play the Game



AHMHpnitMiP» jit Is a curious thing that these people
should speak in this way - army officers ,civil surgeons , magist-
rate? up and down the great empire of India # for they are
just the men who,by their lives}exemplify the doctrine they
deny . Such men »even when they have ceased to believe in
Christianity »reveal as it were in spite of themselves their
Christian origin

Their creed may have whittled itself down to the simple
maxim "Play the Game " . Yet take any such Englishman »with* no
pretensions to being an orthodox Christian ( but brought up in
a Christian country ) and compare his notion of "Playing the Game"
with that of an dNtanised Ir?lan $who has not come under the influerc
of English Society — and you will find great is the difference.
And looking still deeper you will find that this difference can
only be accounted for by the faot that the Englishman carries
round with him”~as part of his ethical outfit ,as part of his very
self in fact » certain traditional moral values™which are the
subconscious deposit upon his soul of centuries of Christianity
of the whole 6f 4tm Middle Ages and even before

This may seem an exaggeration , but a few examples
will make it clear . An Englishman »new to India , stands oh the
¢ erandah of his bungalow,and there heaves in sight a fat and oily
Bunya ( merchant ) coming to disjjaly his wares . There is nothing
unusual in this - there are sleek and oily commercial travellers
in Engaland- but what does strike the Englishman as unusual ,and
unusually wrong »is that while the Bunya ambles easily along,
carrying nothing but his wellfed body »behind him and bearing
the burden of his goods there staggers a half -naked woman .She
is merely a beast of burden »and he regards her as such . And
no one »escept the Englishman »seems to have any misgivings that
this is not a very right and prooer arrangement —>not even the
westernised Inian with his B.A» Degree at Bombay University

The E/;lglishman s first natural impulse is to knock the

man down »and ask him what the devil he means by making a poor
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cart hi8 luggage round for him like that . Doubtless the merch-
ant would strongly resent such treatment ; but his resentment
would not exceed his surprise . He would be surprised .bwoause
from his point of view ,he mmEEt no doubt thialr5he was treat**
ing the woman very handsomely .

Tit Hi nsrr~Trfrrr another example |, taken from my own
experience . | had been dining at a wealthy Indian's house
After dinner we sat out under a brilliant electric arc light
and coffee was servg(‘_j_o_?l the lawn .The warm night air .odorous
with the scent of jas?ﬁine .was suddenly rent by the sounds of
a woman screaming mmw* dreadfully . The host ordered a servant
to go and find out what was th”~awtter .The man returned after
a few minutes and said "Itls only the Sizar (horse-boy ) beat-
ing his wife "™ . Upon the suggestion that he should go and tell
him to desist .the servant -who had been with the family Céoano
time - smiled rather incredulously .and answered " But, Sir,
they have only been recently married M-** referring to the
proverb that a man is not properly married until he has beaten
his wife

This rather cynical treatment of the subject stirred
me to make some caustic comments on the Oriental treatment of
women generally

"I don't see why you should make such a fuss " .replied
my host ," there are plenty of husbands in England who beat
their wives » you have only to read the law court reports
in your newspapers "(He had been to England sseral times)

"It may be so", | replied ," but they do not do It
openly and unashamed before an indifferent public ". Then
I related an unforgettable incident | had witnessed not long
before from the carriage of a railway train that had stopped at
a crowded railway station

In the midst of the usual surging throng of humanity,
that is usually to be found in any large Indian railway station ,

my attention happen to fall on a man who was furiously beating
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a woman with a stick . He was driving her along with as little
compunction as one would drive a cow . The look on her face was
a terrible mixture of hatred and fear - a blind unreasoning
fear like that of a tortured animal ~— 3—»— . T AT~
as 4# she wsulfl—ttafemm and»”e»A»Matwi9pgwiBite «id4ifeeifriwi imid
JIIT1ITLI 1 radsMinir-tii n~inffiii liir What was , to my mind , one
of the most appalling circumstances abort the whtole incident
was the fact that not one of the persons in the crowd - they
were all natives - seemed to be in the least perturbed by thfcs
distressing epee% scene ; only a few seemed to think it worth

more than a second glance ,and they only looked on with a sort

of mild spectacular Interest . "There are Indeed men in England
who beat their wives went on »after having related this
incident to my host ," but no man would be allowed to do it

like that , unchallenged , on a crowded railway platform in
England™

"Ah,well", replied my host in the tone of a man who is
making a good excuse that is only because you have a more
definite publio opinion on the matter in England

"Exactly,” | retorted ," but where did that public opinion
come from ? " And then,suddenly, in a flash.that it was the
influence of Christianity »coming down through the Middle Ages ,
Umn«gk the Age of Chivalry

This attitude to the weaker sex - exemplified by the
proverb quoted by the sizar and the incident just described -
is not confined to the lower classes . While on a holiday in
one of the Hill Stations | happened to become intimately acqualrt.
-ed with the work of a retired of%cer in the police service.
it had been his lot to -WK#9VImke service of a rather intimate
nature in the courts of certain «dMriae native Rajahs * and he
©uld tell many tales of intrigue and cruelty
One incident particulary impressed 'me - though it was

only one amongst many -and it bears directly on the point we are
cosidering . There was a young Rajah of his acquaintance ,who

was accustomed to hold a sort of levee of his Ranis at a partic-
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ular hour ©very day . One of his wives ,the youngest - who was
scarcely more than a girl -received by wire one morning the news
of the death of her favorite uncle , She was so overwhelmed by
the news that »when it was tine for her to appear before the
king , she realised that she had forgotten to put on her royal
apparel . She went , however ,as she was »and pleaded the excuse
of her bereavement , Her Lord,notwithstanding , was so incensed
at what he was pleased to regard as her lack of respect that |,
there and then , he flogged the poor girl almost to death .This
was only the beginning of his displeasure
wflIPP »which increased S.o much that a few months afterwards he
shot her dead. It was officially reported that she had died of
heart failure

If the life of an Indian wife may contain such humil-
iations »that of the Indian widow is often a more unrelieved
tragedy . For , though the practice of "Suttee” has been put
down by the Government »anyone who knows anything about the
social customs in India knows how often the lot of the widow
in India i™'one' of continuous humiliation
andfhis is especially true of the child widow .

Of course there are many exceptions , | have met
not a few widows whose life was tolerable enough ; but these
were mostly persons who belonged to a seal-westernised society.
( I even met one whom one could almost describe as a
"Merry Widow ". But then she was a very exceptional personality
altogether and would have been unconventional in any part of the
world .She was™an ardent Tolstoyan »ran a Labour B”~ureau |,

a keen politician , and used even to engineer strikes J.

But to return to our theme and our examples . It was
my privilege to become intimately acquainted with a most refined
Indian gentleman and his wife .»and their whojef troop of most
delightful chlldren( whom they were endeavouring to brimg up
*nil* on Montessori Principles) .Both husband and wife were

very advance d in their ideas . They had altogether given up
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the praoice of Purdah (i.e. the segregation of the women folk
1 ntiweiy apart from all male visitors ), and they were surpris-
ingly broad minded in matters of religion, politics and education
One day we were discussing the question as to what was
the best kind of education for the modern Indian girl . In par-
ticular the point was raised as to how far it was advisable to
depart from the immemorial oriental restrictions”™ on the liberty
of women . -It is very hard form vyou to relyiee”, ont oEuthIo
lady ,Hhow great are the risks we rum in allowing our daughters”,
not only to give up Purdah,but also to mix as freely as they
do in England with members of the opposite sex ”

(“Your social life la surrounded by so many unwritten
laws and conventions which serve as safe-guards to young people, T
when they mix together — * TJ-vnin'n _n.jjl.wty . But with
usfoirtusis different . These contentions for the most part are not
there™* and therefore it is fatally easy for the " emancipated
young woman of India " to be carried away beyond all bounds ,as
soon as she breaks away fro the customary moorings "( | will not
vouch for wfcs eaaert words , but that was the gist of what she
said )

This discission , by-the-way had cropped up in <wv '
interesting manner »which throws a further light on the question
we are considering

I had been present at the birthday party of one 01‘\Lher
ohildren had been in fact the only European in the company.

f liven things up a blt-as the guests seemed rather shy with
each other and their hosts - ((as they afiew are the be-
ginning of a children's party in England) | suggested that we
should go down to the tennis court and play some games . SO

Whia we AiA-? and before long | had introduced them to some of

it is necessary for those playing to join hands , or ohase after

and catch -eIaF;c&other . As boys and girls’\land youths and maidens



were all playing together .this fora of. amusement seemed - to
the parents of some of the children - a most shocking innovatiim.
(One must remiher that Eastern people do not even shake hands
when they *we salute «aug]{;other ). Even ay hosted# - a most lloy-

ally minded lady- sms thought it was an inadvisable procedure,
&gC?'E]rmight serve as”the thin edged of the wedge 4 j and would
in any case lead to scandalous gossip amongst the orthodox
Hindus
I was quite taken aback at hear criticism .and assured her
that we always played these and similar games In England at
children's parties without any serious results.
"Ah .but you must remember Mahe replied ," how many habits
WK- idjut Vv
.traditions and customs you have in your country that nrft gvnrl
yanrv paap*s nti every ftum
And again | experienced that strange feeling ,as though
my eyes had suddenly been opned ;and | was made aware of a
subtle and AuatedwaAmg Influence In our civilisation . almost
like an invisible toil <~«mwS*m”7preeence . I had oome across
in my own experience exactly what I read about later In one
of Chesterton's books where he speaks of the Church as making
a ring-fence round the Innocent pleasures of paganism
Am#*|n this connexion, too, (i.e. with regard to the
veneration for the sanctity of womanhood ) even Protestants
must recognise the tremendous influence which the cult of

The Virgin Mother of God must have exercised on the mind of

Sfcrope . What sober historian would deny that the countless

prayers offered up to The Blessed Virgin in the Middle Ages -
N Co UrvCZHj Onvctif

at innur?rabl© shrines in every piffiti inij-nfimmiMF - have helped
>

beyond all estimation , to raise the general conscience of the

people to a loftier conception of womanhood
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It is difficult to live in India these days without
frtuuZco - tiu, Swa.ra-j !Yl<n/4simjt~*4r

taking an interest in JiUiriUMbee .~“When | went out first , | con-
fess t~hat it seemed to me that the only fair and logical iking
course that England could take was to grant India Self-Government.

But ,in coming into closer contact with the actual con®
dfttions ,1 began to see things in a very different light »and to
realise how dangerous and futile was thli talk of granting '8w<4»

0 Hzia >wWWUEHU) , "TMo,
the same kind of .Self'government as a country like Canada .
I 8to) AAIT'VR'™?
And dangerous for the _same reason as"Ora/%ges and Lemons” had
VY WU

appeared dangerous to ftfre Indian lady”whom | have just quoted

The practice of Self-government can only be safely
Introduced to a people which already possesses - embedded ,asit
were, in the very texture of its mind - certain fundamental
notions as to the nature of mankind

These notions were acquired by the peoples of Europe

during the Middle Ages . We are stiII_l too apt to speak of those
ages as "The Dark Ages 7 - *o*l forget”Irf\at it was during thefce
centuries Mmk there came about »imperceptibly , the greatest
revolution in History - the abolition of slavery as the recog-
nised basis of Society (as had been the case in the Ancient
World ™~ Furthermore it was during these same 7*Dark Ages ” that
the idea of a representative Government was worked out into
practice ,and the method of "Trial by Jury” became the basis of
our judicial system

Centuries before the doctrine of the Equality of Man
became a political catchword in the eighteenth century,the mind
of Europe had been schooled to the idea that all men were equal
in the sight of God .For a thousand years the Church had”taught
this doctrine »driving it homa through the labours of millions
of priests in every corner of Europe * and driving it home so
completely that people found nothing extraordinary in a peasant
being raised to the Papacy or a King being flogged .barefoot and
bareheaded through the streets as a penitent

It was the work of the Church that abolished slavery-

For such an institution was , by its very nature »incompatible



with the spirit of the doctrine that all men are of eqaal
and infinite value in the eyes of God . It was this teaching
too which prepared the wgy for »and made possible™the practice
of a true democracy .

But this slow maturing of the common mind ,this grad-
ual raising of it to a new conception of the nature of mankind
by the pressure of a unified and omnipresent Church - efcHWP*
India has never known

This is why It is absurd to try and graft a political
system like Democracy on to a civilisation that is not ready
for it v**that lacks the deep-rooted instincts on which it must
rest #that has never known the long period of gestation and

WAKEH
the spiritual travail that must precede so glorious a birth

And this ia the reason, too, why nearly all the vital-
ity that there is in the Swaraj movement in India is derived]
either directly or indire_ctIX , from the presence of the toepy

liH+"4
Government t&ey imagine so repressive

I happened to be present once at a large house-party
in which there were some forty guests , 18st of them were
leaders in the Indian National or Swaraj Movement™# «mi'They £
had comm together to attend at the Annual National Congress
I had many opportunities of discussing matters with them ,and
what was perhaps even more instrucive , 1» hearing thel?» dis-
cussions amongst themselves . Naturally the burden of their
talk was the necessity of obtaining Self-government and the
means of attaining it »together with many comments on the
injustice of the British Raj

All the time »however

(lue 3
with the fact that »but for tfe# British Raj » they probably

, I could not help being struck

would not have been able to come together at all . For it
was the British Government that had laid down »and was still
managing }li@ wonderful sysyera of railways that had enabled
them to come together , so easily , from the remotest corners

of India






Furthermore these delegates , having corse from different

parta of India ,shoke different languages ; and the only
language they all had In common was English . They were,In
fact , indebted to the British Government for the privilege

of being able to understand one another's tirades against it.

The very terms kq, constantly on their lips - " committee

spirit of Asiatic Governments and wore copied directly from tfe

For Mahatma Gandhi | have the greatest personal respect
and affection - but It ia hard to understand his attitude

He preachs the gospel of the simple life , the iniquity of

arrived at the house in a gigantic Daimler limousine .which
M lent hi® by a Hindu friend

If any one doubts as to whether the ideals of Liberty
Fraternity ,and Equality ,and the practice of Self-Government
are aliea to the mentality of the Indian ~and incompatibfe
le with their traditionalist him become acquainted at firfcfc
hand with the Caste System of India

It is sometimes said that in Europe we also have a
Caste System ,and refernce is made to the social cleavages in
European Society * But it is a mistake to imaginethat there is
any real parallel here ;for the differences between the iit

thryvni-

various social ranks”™are not marked by any hard and fast rules.

ly being bridged by genius , beauty ,education,«rrt-other

or sudden danger .y
(<Sirignglish gentleaan”~would risk his life by jumping into
the water to save the son of a cottager as unhesitatingly as

would the son of a Duke y because ,at such moments he acts



on the instinctive belief - which is our European heritage -
that ,in the sight of 3M , all men are of equal value .ft

But it is different in Inida where the rigidity of the
Caste System makes the prevalence of any such idea impossible,
at any rate in practice

The following incident - which could be paralleled
by many others - illustrates the point in question . An Irish
lady of£ my acquaintance ,who lived in one of the Hill Stations
in the Himalayas »heard a man calling for holJ> by the side of
the road one evening as night was falling . Three Indians
in succession came along the road and heard from
under some bushes by the side of the road . They enquired his
caste . He had none ? he was an out-caste_ . One of the natives
mj Jiii in rr the man AaU.JulLttabe was dyfcngjcalled back in a
nanchalant voice /'Well,die then” ; and the two others also
"passed by on the other side" without feeling it was any con-
cern of theirs .The man would certainly have suecombed,had not

S8k veo DU *

the lady herself gohe back”jaearly a mile out of her way to

procure assistance . The contrast struck me as being the more
u

remarkable as the lady in gestion ,had to my knowledge,an almost

unconquerable natural antipathy to coloured races

" Our Indian philosophy " said an Indian scholar /’explains
why it was right for the priest and the I*evite to paas by on
the other side,leaving the man who fell among thieves to his
own"Karma "

I once rather annoyed an Indian gentleman of ay aeqaint-
ance by commenting on the fact that there were no phrases cor-
responding to "if you please”™ and "thank you/ " in the language
in which he addressed his servants . He/tried to excuse it by
saying that where we use such phrases they express the same
thing by tone of voice and gesture ; but the bald fact remained

that he never said "please " or "Thank you"™ to his servants



It is not easy for anyone living in Europe to realise how
[heUixlic
completely the caste system prevents ~venthe most willing,

) MGA fivav ) )
from regarding his fellow“aan as hts-brother ,and helping him

as such . Oup one occasion ,when | had had some guests in to
oibau
dinner , | suggested to one of the servants that he should

help ay table”servant with the washing up of ftfce dishes . She
former was a very good natured fellow , and would have done
anything to oblige™ > but on this occasion he begged very
volubly to be excused ,the chief grounds of his refusal being
that his daughter was Kolna to be married the following; week*
On being further questioned it appeared that if he had touched
the dishes | had been using he would have lost caste ,He would
then have had to pay a heavy fine to rggaln it ,and would thus

have deprived his daughter of her wedding dowry .

It is not »however , simply the barriers of caste
that makes it harder for Indians to work together than it is
for Europeans . We believe there is another reason .which will

be seen by turning to another aspect of ur subjiect .

( next page - see over )
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Middle Ages - and before that,in The Roman -Empire - men in Europe
became accustomed to the idea of a vast »centralised social
organism,which included within itself peoples and nations of differ-
ent languages and customs an all-embracing Community which lasted
on unchangingly through the centuries,while generation after gener-
ation of individuals came and went like waves in the sea”™"

There has been no such experience for the races of the
O*wt India . It is true that ~under this or that great conqueror +
something like a cosmopolitan state came into existence for a while”®
as various nations were welded together by the alight of some
towering indiviual . But it was never for long . The mighty
Empires of ’'Ctu™M™v">6 . and Akbar broke under their own weight,
«a* having »as it were , no"S enduring mortar within their composition
to hold together the»* component parts

But the genius of Rome provided that mortar for Europe |,
bequeathing it as a spiritualised legacy , to the Church of the
Middle Ages . This circumstance has endowed the peoples of
Europe with a power of working together with a collective efficiency
unknown in the East . It has resulted in long-standing institutions,
stable governments , national debts »good roads and means of communio-
ation generally* £ts»a sense of the continuity of history »and (what
is really the same thing) the power/rf to distinguish history from
myth . More than this , it has given to European civilisation a
unity so profound that »when any danger threatens what is fundamental
In it »the various elements in Europe that most embody it »are
welded together into a fiery whole »which acts with a wisdom and
determination beyond that of any individual or state . Thus the
Crusades were a movement of he collective consciousness of Europe
against th Mahomaedan peril ;and of late we have seen a similar
phei omenon »when all that was truest to our European tradition rose
as one man against the anti-Christian doctrine of Mietche embodied
in the Prussian state.

This power of combining diverse elements »and making them
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It is practically impossible ,even for an educated Indian -who
has. never been to Europe - to understand even the idea of modern
orchestral music in which so many diverse sounds are caught up
into a higher unity

It is possible to see in this striking difference be-
tween the music of East and West, the symbol of a still deeper
divergence . It illustrates exactly the difference between the
Christian and Oriental ideas of heaven . In the Christian heaven
the individual personalities survive " eternally separate and
distinct .Yet at he same time »without losing anything of their
individuality , they are caught up into a higher unity >like the
component parts of a mighty orchestraA There are innumerable
saints and angels in Heaven ,but { as Shakespeare says in one

KK v e/

of his sonnets umber there in love is slain Or as Dante

describes it injC his Faradiso , 'fi(

(”In fashion as a snow“white rose *lay there
Before ay view the saintly multitude
Which In His own blood Christ espoused )

In nothing does what wo© have called the subconscious
influence of Christianity in Europe manifest itself more clearly -
as in contrast to pagan civilisations - than in its reverence for
and appreciation of the Child

While in India | became intimately acquainted with
an India gentleman who, very rightly , had come to the conclusion
that the beet investment ha could make for his children was to
givhrihea the best education possible . He was an exceedingly
wealthy man , and was prepared to pay very liberally for what he
wanted .He did not send his children to Europe because he said he
did not want them to become Mie—[lationalised * So he ransacked

India to try and find suitable tuors and uitable

Indian books for his children . But he found,after a while
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that even his fabulous wealth could not procure what he sought
"It is a strange thing™, he p o i m i ,* that none
of our great Pundits and philosophers seem able to write
bofcks specially suitable for children » whereas in England you
have hundreds of such books on all conceivable subjects ,and
even have special magaalnes and newspapers for the little
ones . Not only that~but your great authors » of their own
accord »very often write books specially for children »and
do not think it infra dig. to do so"C

authors- like' Sir Naaas -irpd4e”™»>-"inewd.»--Gar-i?all-:~.r--Ciie#tei,tofr »

TLI>............. "l have tried M he went on ,"to get some

of our learned scholars to write such books for Indian”™'child*
an

ren »with Indian setting to them ,and have offered to pay

them well for doing so 1- but they do not seem able to do it ,
though4hy | don*t know n.

. In reply”™l told ay friend that | thought that it
was probably due to the fact that our religion has always
inculcated a profound reverence for childhood »-has opened our
eyes to its compelling beauty »and is continually urging us
to emulate the child-like spirit-in its simple trust »its
grateful acceptance of the good things of life »and above all
in its innocence and purity . Furthermore it teaches us that
we are all equally loveable and equally stupid in the presence
of the Infinite and charitable wisdom of the Almi'g\r/\rt_y Beksswr f
that we are all children of the same Father -®inAit o]
happens that some of His children - like Mr Chesterton for
instance - happen to be physically bigger , but by no means
therefore better or wiser than his smaller brothers and
sisters in the nursery ( for whom | am quite sure”™~he would M R
turn into an elephant at a moment s notice— which is more

A ** day of their lives )
than most Indian Pundits would do”~though they see them every

LWestern readers may be interested to know - by the way-

that Peter Pan , Long JolTsilver , The Whit© Rabbit , Alice

in Wonderland and many other of their old friends ,became



regular* habitues of our Indian nursery »easily supplanting by
their robust and energetic personalities the vague and
shadowy forms of Earn and Arjuna and the other figures of

the Hindu mythology 7]

Another point of divergence »and one which ~ to some
extent at any rate - comes a result of the
influences we have been discussing”™ls the Oriental's well-known
Indifference to Time , Christian theology has it that "Man
Is born and dies once , and after comes the Judgement " .Hence
it follows that our sojourn here on earth is fraught with mom
entous issues both dor ourselves and others . It brings with it
opportunities , individual and national , which can never recur
Furthermore in the tradition of European philosophy Evil is
no eMvese shadowy negation of good g it is a living personal
principle , terrible with all the subtlety and strength of the
angelic mind »though fallen . Human life is therefore full of
conflicting loyalies , prodigious efforts , irrecoverable
destinies I'A&>/>Sf\v/\;g?,tr’;1 all the high elements of a drama that rolls

rx,
onwards with gathering forces to a great and terrible Day of

Doom .

Not so with the Oriental . He believes in an endless
succession of births and re-births i1 and Time is no great
m atfer .Time is for him simply the stem warp across whioh the
shuttle of our Ego passes and repasses ~as it weaves through
countless incarnations the pattern of our Existence . Since
one will have to live again on this earth so many thousands of
times™why work oneself up to tncomfortable enthusiasms , dgv™-
exacting philanthropies »or depart on dangerous crusades *
Action binds you as firmly to the "Wheel of Existence " as does
inaction and both are an illusion . It is all "Maya» an
illusion,- a predestined flickering of lights and shadows
across the interminable screen of Existence . One may as well
make the illusion as comfortable aa”™poasible » and anyhow

it is all pre-arranged--Kismet |



There are of course many other points »which could be
mentioned »that bear uponj™® the subject of this article - such
as the custom of k(iping Purdah , child marriages »the licentious
(Ii_g_g_h__t_sﬂof certain Hindu temples - but enough has been said to
show how profound is the cleavage between a Christian and a
non-Chriitian civilisation . And furthermore it has been our aim
to emphasise those points of difference which are not so much

the direct results of Christian teaching as their indireot con*

Qo T euf"
sequence!,operating as it were subconsciously » 1.'Wse*”

religion has”little by little~leavened the w&ole structure of

jimp society

Before we draw this essay to a close »there is one aspect
of it which calls urgently to be considered . The writer can
imagine that many an Eastern reader * and others besides - after
perusing the above comparisons”™to express himself
indignantly as follows »-

"Your treatment of the subjeot is grossly unfair . You
have taken the best out of your civilisation and compared it
with the worst in ours , Any one could make out a case like that.

"But what about your Western cities ? Do they impress the
Eastern visitor as being full of heroic efforts and momentous
Issues ;or rather are they not full of music-halls , night-clubs
and -generally speaking - a mad »unceasing,whirling race after
pleasure ) . .

"You talk to us of the sanctity of womanhood j but we
have seen the way so many of your Mem-Sahibs HygLla Anglo-India
society »and we know of the night traffic in your”etreete

"You preach to us of the sanctity of marriage » and your
divorce~courts are full to overflowing . You hold up holy hands
of horror at the rites of some of our temples »yet one of the
foremost Anglican divines of the day has openly spoken of the
practice of birth*control™ as the lesser of two evpils .

"You would have us emulate the order and stability or
your governments ,and we see the streets running red with
revolution in the first European state we enter from acroes our
borders . N . .

"You tell us we have no reverence for the child » dut”
has your modern European child any reverence for its parents ?
And so on

These - and there are more that could be mentioned
are serious oharges Indeed ; lasdfcdbfc unfortunately it is imposs-
ible to deny them < For there are ,in point of fact , powerful
disruptive forces in European Society “which are rapidly tend-
ing towards the disintegration of the Christian civilisation

which we inherited from the Middle Ages . And these forces
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are making themselves more evident every year

Left to themselves they would inevitably reduce Europe
to the same level - or rather to a muoh lowers level of morality
than any pagan civilisation at present existing

But .hey are not left to themselves . As the tide of
Modernism sweeps onwaros with gathering force »carrying away on its
restless bosom one after another of our conventional moralities ,
one institution - amidst the general confusion and flux < is
being visibly laid bare to all the world , fixed and immutable
as ever —i1-even as a great rock is left
going tide which sweeps away to destruction the surrounding litter
of rubbish and shifting sand

That Institution is the Catholic Church .founded in the
beginning on the Hock that can never be shaken . The Catholic
Church , as G,K.Chesterton wittily observes » is the only instit-
ution in Europe today which is of Pagan origin . Or as Macaulay
says , in his well known passage »"The history of that Church
Joins together the two great ages of human civilisation . No
other institution is left standing which carries the mind back
to the times when the smoke of sacrifice rose from the Pantheon»
and when cameleopards and tigers bounded |Ih the Flavian amphi-
theatre

It la the continued presence of this Institution »and this
alone »which has given and still gives to European Society ( and
its derivative offshoots -America and the European colonies )
its permanence and continuity »and supplies it with those elements
which mark it off from every other civilisation that has ever e
existed

To bring home this statement »with any wealth of detail,
would be as far beyond the scope of this essay as it would be

beyond the ability of the present writer . (
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But even without turning our attention to past ages and
burying ourselves deep in historical treatises - Indeed without
reading anything at all except the signs of the times »this
truth is brought home to any Impartial observer ,as one circum-"

&VtCwT*
stance after another hoffita to his attention the omnipresent
leaven of the Catholic Church in Europe at the present day .
Many of us in this generation { SfcSSF the present
writer”™) were brought up to think of the Catholic Church as a
cumberso»« and lethargic Body »bereft of all vitality >
a mere worn-out relic of a bye-gone age ,an antiqure survival —
not of the fittest . We looked upon Catholics with a patronising
mixture of pity and scorn ,as we wondered how any intelligent
beings oould subscribe to a creed so mixed with superstition,
so hopeless at variance with science »which hung such heavy and
insupportable weights upon the soaring spirit of man . It never
occured to us - even in our dreams - that this great mechanieical
institution ,movinsge)//slowly’\ merely with the residual impetus
feeft in it by a spirit which had long since departed { eejP6as
a chicken will run for a while with its head cut off )— that an -r
institution so moribund as this could have any vital connexion
with the Spirit of our Age
And then came the great discovery . By the grace of God

©ur oyes were opened »and we saw that all this apparent stillness
and imaolc:):';;/ was simply the rs’gult of its perfect balance - even
as a gigantic fly-wheel,revolving with incredible rapidity ,
appears the more motionless the more perfest is its poise
We realised that every part of this colossal institution - every

%
dlte »every ceremony .every minute vestment - was throbbing with

an incredible vitality - was in fact aflame with the Holy
Spirit".

And now as we look around us - not merely to individuals-
biat right across the events of our time , we discern in all man-
ner of different ways the leavening Influence of the Catholic

ChurchjSupporting and defending what is best in our civilisation



At one moment the observer Sis witnesses the astonishing
spectacle of a "decadent,” Catholic country casting out from
itself the devils of sloth and disorder and returning to an
economic stability and well-being which is the wonder and envy of
other nations ; the next he sees the the Catholic Church ,by its
heroic opposition .revealing to all Europe - like a sudden and
searching light - the sinister outlines of Bolshevism

Or turning to the sphere of morals . Amidst the confuted
babel of opinions .uncertain questionings .hesitating authorities
on such matters as divorce -and birth control - as they are dis-
cussed by other religious denominations - he hears the voice of
the Catholic Church sounding above the tumult .clear as a trumpet ,
and”™as a trumpet}calling to battle

Or it may be he has been caught in the subtle meshes of
Theosophy or some other of the many forms of Orientalism .which ,
under the cover of a reinterpreted Christianity .try * as they
have ever tried aMumu all down the centuries , to undermine

the faith of Europe . And what does he find . He finds without
exception that all these heresies are able to form a sort of
spiritual alloy with one or more of the various Christian Sects of
Europe ; but that they all stop dead at the gates of that"City
which is set on a Hill ".In short he will find that ultimately
he will have to choose -as so many have doaa - between his Theo-
sophy , Spiritualism .Christian Science or whatever it is and the
Catholic Church « For pans as it was the chivalry od Europe ,
inspired by the Catholic Church that drove back the hordes of
Mahoamedans ,so it is Catholic thinkers .and only they - inspired
by that same Church-who are able to drive back from the minds
of men*the pagan hordes of today .who with pen in hand instead
of lance ,,besiege his troubled spirit.

Nor has the Church forgotten to wield the sword as
well as the pen .. When that nation .which in the pride of its
heart y than any other against the

spiritual dominion of Rome .leagued Itself_after a lapse of three
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centuries ,with, the hereditary enemies of Christianity ,in
«ee attempt to overwhelm European civilisation and set up in
its place a blasphemous Kultur of its own ,It was the Catholic
countries of the Continent which rose to withstand it < Then it
was that England - Catholic still at heart tough she does not
yet realise it - broke through the"filthy cobwebs" wé&ich had so
long o/bvsvc%red her vision ; and ,seeing that nation as it reiill\{
was ,through in her lot with the Catholic tradition of Emrope
It would be possible to multipy examples almost in-
definitely ,and show how in Literature , Art ,Music, Science |,
Political Economy”the presence of the Catholic Church acts as
a conserving influence ,driving out what is undisciplined ,morbid
and exotic ,supj>ly&ng instead proportion and balance ,sanity ani
humour ,and above all an indefinable atmosphere of wholesomeness
and purity which is peculiarly its own . But enough has alreaj
*-dy been said to show that there is a valid reply to the Orient-

al a supposed objection to our main thesis

One word more in conclusion . The best proof that our'
main contention in this essay is a correct one is that fact that*
wherever Catholoicisra has taken a hold amongst the Orientals

one finds the same qualities springing up like flowers in the
desert . Indeed wherever the influence of Christianity is brougfc
to bear - through any denoraination-the Christian virtues will
begin to appear { | knew an English Colonel ,a Civil Surg-
eon ,an&>not much of a Church-goer hulmeeh(cas ¢wEous?ed to say ,
"Line me up 50 native women and dress them all the same ,and |
will make a good shot at picking out all the Christians by kTcd
their faces ".) . But too often ,in the case of the Sects ,
these virtues are only skin deep or evanescent # and the term
"Rice-Christian " is a reproach which has ,alas , too often a
solid foundation -

On the other hand the expression"Qnce a Catholic ,always

a Catholic " holds true ton the wholevin the East as in the West*

aifM it is generally admitted that Catholicism takes a deeper



(at)
hold on the Indian than any other form of Christianity
"I think there must be something different about the

Catholics from the other Christian bodies ", said a Hindu friend
of mine to me one day »who was himself something of a sceptic on
all religions »Including hie own .1 asked him the reason why he
thought this and replied to the effect that he had oft n had
Catholics in his employ »and had been etrfccfc with the fact that
they were reliable < Also he said there seemed to be a certain
m atter-of-factness about their religion which appealed to him . It
seemed to fit them naturally like a well-made garment j and they
never seemed to put on airs or get other peoples backs up by making
out they were much better than other people — or wordsHt© that
effect . And yet » he went on » at the same time they» seem to
take their religion quite s@rioi%.iay.for they always go to Church on
Sundays

Unfortunately 1 was not able to tell him whaf there was about
GathcL icism which had this peculiar effect on its devotees , for the
gimol reason that | was not a Catholic -

But as a matter of fact | had observed the same thigg my-
self ; and for this and other reasons had dropped into the habit of
atfic aiding Catholic Churches in whatever part of India (and later
in Atplca ) that | happened to be in . And always , wherever | went
I get the same impression . And | cannot describe this impression
better than by saying that amongst these people | felt somehow that
that great gulf that | have been speaking of between East and West
had vanished ,

For over a year | used to attend a Catholic Churoh where
important English officials and their families and .;uiflHii# the
poorest and most uneducated mm Indians ( who preferred to sit
ad kneel on the floor through the service in Oriental fashion )
used to receive”™at the same altar railthe Body of Our Blessed
Lord »administered by the brown hands of adenose Priest

From this Feast - in spite of my being a European and
inheriting the European traditions of which | have been speaking *~

I was excluded »while the poorest native »living on a few rupees


mailto:s@rioiB.iay.for

a month ,in a house the size of a small stable, was a welcome
guest

Here was matter for another discovery ,more important than
that of the 'Subconscious Christianity of Europe' ; but this was
a discovery concerning individuals,as that had had to do with
societ ies as a whole

For to that celestial banquet many are invited who do

not go .and many are brought in from the highways and hedges ]
and everycae-who goe# - of whatever rank or colour - must don

IKEW
«feUi Wedding Garment beforelE©]|can be admitted
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