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THE THREE KINGS APPROACH

I was i n t e r e s t e d  In n o t i c i n g  t h a t  one o f  my young f r l n e d s  

-  S h e lb l e  > aged 5-had d i s c o v e r e d  a l l  on h er  own the tec h n iq u e

used by the Marohesa Va v a l l s t t i  and Mons« ^ a n t e r n l e r ----v i z

t h a t  of  moving the l i t t l e  f i g u r e s  in ac co rd an ce  w ith  the p ro «  

p r e s s  o f  the  s t o r y  .

I t  was t h r s l t m a s  Tide » and the  f i g u r e s  used  f o r  the  

C r ib  ( a farol lyhfeir l loom h e i r lo o m  }-v?ere brought , a s  they

had been every year  s i n c e  her  grandmother a day « The to p  o f  

a l a r g e  s i d e - b o a r d  had been put a t  h e r  d i s p o s a l  , . it  owe end 

o f  t h i s  the " s t a b l e ” had been s e t  up » but a s  y e t  th ere  was 

no aby ^ e s u s  in the  manger »The Div ine  ^amblno « and the 

a n g e l s  , were s t i l l " i n  "^eaven " — th a t  i s  on the top  ledge  

o f  a p i c t u r e  frame hanging q u i t e  h ig h  up on the w a l l  above 

the  s i d e - b o a r d  , The shepherds  and t h e i r  sheep were th ere  

towards  the o ther  end of the s i d e b o a r d  top  ; whle a t  the v e ry  

f u r t h e s t  end were the Three %Ings  and t h e i r  camels  *

J u s t  b e f o r e  S h e l b i e  went to  bed on C h rs l tm as  Eve she 

broguth  down the ¥aby ^ e s u s  form "Heaven " and out Him In 

the manger in the s t a l e  she descended accompanied by two a n g e l s  

who had come to  a d o r e  Kim t h e r e  a lo n g  with Mary and J o s e p h  .

On Chfclstmas morning the f i r s t  th ing  she d id  was to  b r in g  the 

Shepherds to  the S t a b l e  , accompanied by a f l o c k  o f  I n q u i s i t i v e  

lo o k in g  sheep

The Three S i n g s  were s t i l l  f a r  away " i n  the d e s e r t  

b u t  they were on the move» Every morning a f t e r  C h r s l tm a s s  S h e l -  

blemoved the  carav an  of the  T h resh in gs  a l i t t l e  n g a r e r .  By 

Hew ^ a r s  Eve they were h a l f  way a c o r s s  the In te rv e n e In g  sp a c e  

w ith  s i x  more days to  go *And with  the coming of  the  „ e a s t  o f  

the Epiphany they w i l l  come to  t h e i r  Jo u rn ey ’ s end and Jo in



the Shepherds  ip  t h e i r  homage and a d o r a t i o n  .

Those who have read Marchesa Cat  a l l e t t l *  s  a r t c l l e  

pp ) w i l l  see  t h a t  she makes use o f  a v ery  s i j l i a r  technique  

In the t e a c h in g  of  the p a r a b l e s  o f  ° u r  Lord , thus  b r in g i n g  them 

to  l i f e  In an I n te r  s a t i n g  and dram atic  way by means o f  an 

a c t i v i t y  on the p a r t  of the  c h i l d r e n  * Thus in  the p a r a b le  

o f  the  G-ood Shepherd one s e e s  the  Good Shepherd and the 

Fold  and the V»oves ( "#& sh ep herds  }and a l l  *



THE THREE KINGS APPROACH

I  was i n t e r e s t e d  in n o t i c i n g  th a t  one o f  my young f r i n e d s  

-  S h e lb i e  , aged 6-had d i s c o v e r e d  a l l  on her own the tec h n iqu e

used by the Marchesa '"‘a v a l l e t t i  and Mons. ^ a n t e r n i e r ----v i z

t h a t  of moving the  l i t t l e  f i g u r e s  in accordance  w ith  the prog 

g r e s s  o f  the  s t o r y  .

^t was ( ih r s i tm as  Tide , and the  f i g u r e s  u sed  f o r  the  

C r ib  ( a fam ilyhh&riloom  heir loom  )were brought , a s  they 

had been every  yea r  s i n c e  her grandm other 's  day . The top of  

a l a r g e  s i d e - b o a r d  had been j w * ^ a t  h er  d i s p o s a l  . At one end 

o f  t h i s  the " s t a b l e "  had been s e t  up f but as  y e t  th ere  was 

no v aby ° e s u s  in  the  manger .The Divine ambino , and the 

a n g e l s  , were s t i l l "  in -ueaven M-  th a t  is^on  the top  ledge  

of  a p i c t u r e  frame hanging q u i t e  h igh  up on the w a l l  above 

the s i d e - b o a r d  . The shepherds  and t h e i r  sheep were-lthere —' 

towards the other  end of the s id e b o a rd  top  ; whle a t  the v ery  

f u r t h e s t  end were the Three M n gs  and t h e i r  camels  .

J u s t  b e f o r e  S h e l b i e  went to  bed on C h rs i tm as  Eve she 

broguth  down the ¥aby  ° e s u s  form "Heaven " and out Him In 

the manger in the staHe ^J^e descended accompanied by two a n g e l s  

who had come to  a d o re  Him th ere  a lo n g  with Nary and Jo se p h  .

On C h t i s tm a s  morning the f i r s t  th ing she did  was to  b r in g  the 

Shepherds  to  the S t a b l e  , accompanied by a f l o c k  o f  i n q u i s i t i v e  

If inttBg sheep

The Three Kings were s t i l l  f a r  away " i n  the d e s e r t  " 

bu t  they were on the move. Everymornlng a f t e r  C h r s i tm a s s  S h e l -  

bismoved the  caravan  of the ThreeMngs a l i t t l e  n e a r e r .  By 

^ew ^ e a r s  Eve they were h a l f  way a c o r s s  the in te r v e n e in g  sp a c e  

w ith  s i x  more days to  go .Andjwith the coming of  the  ¿.e'ast o f  

the Eoiphany they w411 r t o  t h e i r  journey s end and Joirrd^ '



the Shepherds  In t h e i r  homage and a d o r a t i o n  .

Those who have read % r c h e s a  C a v a l l e t t i ' s  a r t c i l e  

pp ) w i l l  see  t h a t  she makes use o f  a very  s i l i l a r  techniqu  

in t h e t e a c b i n g  o f  the p a r a b l e s  of  ^ur Lord , thus b r in g i n g  the 

t o  l i f e  in an I n t e r e s t i n g  and dram atic  way by means of  an 

a c t i v i t y  on the o a r t  of  the c h i l d r e n  . Thus in the p a ra b le  

of  the  Good Shepherd one s e e s  the Good Shepherd and the 

Fo ld  and the Woves ( ^ad shepherds  )and a l l  .
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