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THE SPONTANEOUS INTELLIGENCE OP CHILDREN

Many people think that the most important part of Dr,
Montessori»s work was the Invention of what is known as the
Montessori Method of Education. They are wrong in this «e Dr.

..... 7ll 1 l- n n ) /-\ [I/\kT )
Montessori herself often maintained,her real work*--'that whlch-willr

\Y% oS
glvo her eihaAapjsagiahabie’ place In the history of education, was
thé Hi®covery of the real éUhlld. She was able to seethe real
child oecause she put him in /.Venvironment .and allowed him to
act spontaneously in lt«™not-tranoflred-i3y~buttBrfllas--iaaBovably

pa~ticular™plLace-as-wms-Jihg—ustom In the -oM-"ashioned
im™aadLsohOQlI. MWKy ap 3
u*4j**z>
So, we get the traits of normality* We need not adgurnm
LsEMA0 RSAE- <SR )
tfa80& now ITTiliPluilil but rather to nomtj<yw one of the most slgnif-
lcanmawinB that the child*a mind is always working
spontaneously. IIf one asks( really* w makes a Montessori school
4 &ava N ) )
go, what Is the jaetemvlital behind it, one is bound to admit that
it is the spontaneous working of the children’s Intelligence.
In the old type of school we could not realize how wonderful this
spontaneous intelligence of children Is*«their power to think
originally and without any stimulus. -Bait aiew nrs ncftaalnna wh«
tba every &
Aristotle said that the mind works
by composing and decomposing things which it meets. If we watch
out carefully We/q;,se’\t%srﬁin (* |.:hovv the child’s mind,
without our doing anything about It, is comparing objects which
It finds a»4./trying to find common elements in them, decomposing

and composing them again. The results of this work may appear to



cY) AWM
us rather simple and amusing hut nevertheless indicate”™bhat tfete-
this spontaneous oomparlson”™.has been going on in
the child’s mind. For instance, there was a little child who
was out to lunch with her mommie and for the second course there
was jam tart and the child was given some of this on her plate ,
quite sure how to deal with it so she whispered to her
mommie, "Mommie must | use the fork or may | hold it byothe wood".

a vs.tiftc a little child
. N

of isgSMsame up to nme onoe with nmy tobacco pouoh and said, "Here
M#, Standing, is the tea for your pipe". I An# rhere was the little
child who was visiting in a s™ange house. As she and her mother
entered M » the hall thef noticed a number of trophies stuck up
on the wall of the hall-~ithe host was a big game hunter. As the

little girl looked at these trophies she whispered to her mother,

) S""o_’r‘g f O .
"Mgmmie, rmy liraAnge next door"? eThedaetteiBSBaAd.*. "Whatever for,
So,*# ) ~ fa cmJ fup'U&t/:
my dear"? aMVBs mmiimsss. T "Becaus_eIG’Iwaant to see the rest of
« 1 ‘

the stag*. Of course, teases»»» just t&» head and shoulders

In fact, children’s jreason*»as Montesscri tells us”.begins
to work right from a surprisingly early period - not of course,
in a fully complete sort of wayj but it is there from the start,

anAs™wittfefawd we find it uleifid of remorseless loglo in the way

children look at things. There was the mother who said, ’&a&avt f

pLeUf
|K‘ED cw' frv
- $aw«t; want % |ipi -n**4C, iff
I am a good boy and good for them to play wlth”yte.

’.h n /\ /\ 0
little boyw t';'u% TBa|1ka .snrriats éAh%g'#AA’L

nd he a&&&, "Wy
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mhat have | done"! ( Then there was the Sunday school teacher
who, with great care and ratlin nf pictures t
told the story of Adam and Sve” the apple and the’jrkll. "And
now, what Is the moral of all this"? she said at the end. Ore
little bright boy got up and said, "Please Miss, eat less fruit*.
IS Jittle girl walking with her mother In the street

an”the passed *ho«nby a preambulator In which there were twins.
It was a special kind of preambulator, very broad, and the twins
were placed so that the head of one came out at one en?%and the
head of the other came out at the other end Il The
little girl when she saw this going by said, "Kommle, why can't
we have a baby with a head at each end"? /Then there was a
little child who got lost at a flower )s(_rréw,/separated from the
adults whom she mtmamkm*, cua&She went up to a policeman and
said, "Please Sir, have you seen two ladies walking about with*
out me"?j"W ell, Tommy", said Daddy, "What did you learn today
at school"? Tommy replied, "I learned that five and four don't
make seven", (Well, that” something
lLjgMuldn*/2"take <tedity\w™i fBX.1, ASPfMontessorl was always pointing
out,“ we are always inclined to be too negative with children __ ~
like the mother who said to her nadWif daughtei”about f

"Go upstairs/and see what Tonmy Is doing and tell him not
to".. She couldn't Ir\aagine that Jsfip could sp@mltw:e;.;:;glm anything
good.  P~sopo®e*H® rhapiSWAEiHide -hi'® '<adiidAICRKA feferhaps it was
Tomy on another occasion V\Men\ﬁ\f V\ag'-told,v"'l'orrrry be a good
boy% ~nd he replied, "What mustn't | do"?

_______ x &

Sometimes complain about the Montessori

Methodj that the~cftlddre«iwor k~feeo~leng hours. T hey forget that
A\ wrvrvif

,0trv”™  gx |



# *
for the nranayiftOMp Intellect to think is as natural and easy as
it is for the heart to beat. Nobody complains that 'aere mm a

mistake in our nMtiOffigMiim expecting the heart to go on beatlngv

ol

without stopplng for/seventy »efcy years™as it often does.
I

This is because, as Montessorl it Is natural for the

heart to work*and/even 4fr-canv* rest while doing so. That is why
Saint Augustsincsaid, "Love is never at rest until it is at work".
(H«<.—Tee\UhsTJtoCkle 'etor TROF IO theM dAmptAon* Sofe*<Qin-ind 4" famp 1 t @
That is why the little girl who was made to

rest in the afternoon said, "Mommie, can | get up? tt*s so tir-
ing having to rest". |

Everyone who knows anything about Montessorl and her psychol-
ogy knows how dkwid grr)ildren are iﬁﬁ'&t appears to us as quite
useless repetition”, In faced one day MonWaacasd™had a tray brought
In with a teapot aaa&£&e ¥aa in It™ and several cups and saucers.
She poured t**» tea into all the dWrefe-®e*t cups.and then took the
lid the teapot and poured the tea all back agair% \z;md said.
"That's exactly the sort of thing a child would do". How true »
1fcrit,l hanmu * ITI'fle”boy from the town who went to
stay on the érm fAN-ANeNipdssel-Brotand for the first time too*
saw a cow being milkedo-not mechanically mllked but in the good

-syNjIAC Frue>*& *e
oIdAvva¥ with a stool -WWife-mllk pail-*»«d-Xhen it was all over the

\JtoM
little fellow said to the milkmaid, "Now, put back
again _and do it again"..
4w - - <& (r
Teachers ?ask children questions aiigesatos# get un-
expected answers, it doesn't mean that the children haven't

thought. Like the teacher who drew some rectangles on the board
joined together,and said, "Now Mary, what have | drawn"?

MeegeSKMH, "1 don't know. Miss Brown* but it looks like our bath-



room window Ariffnifi - the
importance of aooura”j g#aafrfcaiaUm’' wiMi» children. Accuracy»-"*«
/ to give them freedom doesn't mean that we abandom
them to do anything they like) A mother once said to a little
girl, *Janet, go and wash, will you?' Janet said, "Where shall
I wash, Mommie"? "In the bathroom, of course, my dear", replied
her mother. Then Janet cmtd. "Tes;J\>ut Wherer_nlrrPe"? Sometimes

fftrnt*™wrimfrrAnTdwr-

of course, thafMteirg™twP~chlldren*s spontaneous thinking Is
s0me sfﬁfeaat raaafllttc«e«M>y the environment, £ike the little boy
¥¥Yte? etc hsu

JtAttesaMMY strict Puritan family who was standing by the sea

aniMfte asked "Daddy, does the tide come up on Sundays*7 jSfltics

of the Montessorl system sometimes complain that It is a sort of

Orttelty to children to teach them such subjects as geometry and

grammar when they are only four and a half to six years of age.

The reason for that again Jts that they do not understand what

Montessori would call the mind of the "awakened child" who shows

/ \8nTf*Jh.

an extraordinary dcgsd© of mtellectual interest..Jtm fact,

Montessori once said at a lecture that If there were no practical

use to teaching grammar to children we should have to do it be-

cause it answers a real need for their intelligence at a particular
;R J L F \Ir 'V, g

stag© of thelr development and the/ have that extraordinary

Interest Itz words and the relatio/nship of words to each oth/er.

/ LW . . . H#
Anyone who has seen the children working in a Montessori” sohool
. J . ][ ) /

with the grammar symbols of carrying out the grammar commands can

have hot the faintest doubt the Interest which the children show

in such matters. Though It would be dull for a child to be taught

grammar In the old fashioned kind of way wlthouj/Iny activity



0 —
and. beginning with abstractions and no use of that self-actlv-

ity which Is the basis of eve.rything \;vhich is done in th.?/ 1
Montessort class. It was such a child who had been so taught

who was asked, "What do you do with a noun"? And he said, "De-
cline it," And then the teacher said, "What do you do with a
verb?" And he said, "Cong‘:atul'é'{e it," But, of course, grammar
actually is all practical use in the way of giviné the person

who is speaking or writing more confidence in $ne use of con*
structlon of words. It eah also be of practic%l use on quite
unexpected occasions as/the following Incident Indicates (For

this we are indigit tp/ "Punch" as for rmn’\r/oﬂ”ler of these stories),
This, which I am about*to say happened %h Ireland; It appeared
that a certain Iris.h/man called Sean I\/Ie/CXu'sk:Q had stolen a/ pig

(Like Tom, Tom/'h/e’.Piper*s son) and he had been found put.' The
case was being/ tried in court and 'é./certain Pat Malooéley, a work-
man and farg.i .Iaborer, Wa.s called {:)n to give .evidencé, Now Pat,

as his m'o:r{er said, had.had his reading and Writin/g and general
educatioé scattered on him E'i'n(lj his culture was I\//It a very thin kind,

$

The mal\élistrate in cﬁarge of'the case thought/gcfhat Sean McCluskey
had confessed to doing this deed so he said'to Pat, In the wit-
ness box, "Tell nme now,/Pat, what did the prisoner say; tell ne
what he siad in his own words,” Pat sdld, "He said he stole a
pig, your Worship,"/ Magistrate, "But he wouldn’t have used the
third person,” P_a';%, "Aw, shore thore there wasn’t no third person
it It," Magistrate, "What you mean, Pat, is that the prisoner
said, *1 stole the pig*,” Pat, "Aw, but your Worship didn’t

come into it atall, atall.”" (Incidentally, 1 would like to write

a grammar book just to bring that story into It),
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In ohlldren not only la the Intelligence always spontaneously
working hut they show at an early age (sometimes at a surprisingly
early age) a sense of understanding In the sphere of religion
which Is sometimes quite staggering* | was once telling a Bible
story to a child of about four or five* The story was about Our
Lord healing, from a distance, the servant of the Centurian and
the Gospel tells u s w a s astonished at the Faith of
this Gentile. (\'/I't\r?IA\a’I\IfIJEct\feJ -fellow plped™up as natural”™as anything,
"But he wasn’t surprised at the God-part of him, was he"? And on
another occasion a boy of a wealthy family.while at the breakfast
was addressed by one of the guests™J«4s4&ii«<iM™ "You are a
lucky fellow”~because when you grow up you will be a rich man
hfecaase your father has a big estate and you will inherit that,"
The young I'hnr™ nitn mtnrn'illj invl TITHARTPY 1ril -fnrf his mouthful,
put down his egg spoon and then said* "Now let ne tell you some*
thing, IIt Is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." The
poor visitor was so surprised that she arsttiWw almost Imagine ttoad

1£fell off her chair backwards’\I Througlythe whole Inci-
dent the boy was quite simple and spontaneous”™and there was no
sense of showing off whatever™/'" e ‘mIsTMNWHe7 "OiK"CHirser'ls,,.

appeals to them as you can tell by

children’s prayers* Like the little boy who said In his evening/'
prayer, "God bless daddy and nommle and all the rest of the family;
and the dog and the cat. Then added, You know our new telephone
number; It is Woodby»3651**

Probably every rsader of the above anecdotes could supply
several out of hls or her own experiences with children’(T)but
enough has been given here to show how true It Is that the minds

of children are instantly working spontaneously and do not need to
be coerced in order to do so.
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