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• A*. *fi**f**** g
‘ vfi* ^  /  if# ;

THE SPONTANEOUS INTELLIGENCE OP CHILDREN

Many people think that the most important part of Dr,

Montessori»s work was the Invention of what is  known as the

Montessori Method of Education. They are wrong in th is «e Dr.
.....7" ' '  "  " ^  [l^kT

Montessori h erself often maintained,her re a l work*--'that whlch-willr
ÿ  o s

glvo her eihaAapjsagiahabie’ place In the history of education, was

thé Hi®covery o f the r e a l  éÜhlld. She was able to  s e e t h e  r e a l  
-------- -------- ---------

child oecause she put him in environment .and allowed him to/'V
a c t spontaneously in 1 t«^not-tra n o f lred-i3y^buttBrfllas--iaaBovably

pa^ticular^pLace-as-wms-Jihg—custom In the -oM-^ashioned 

iï^aadLsohOQl. /yv\4̂ Ky ôJp 3
u*4j**z>

So, we get the t r a i t s  of normality* We need not a-gfajun+.n ■
CfjLs<3 €M40 ¥\*>Àsz£~ <&MA

¡y
m

tfa§0&- now iTT'iliPluiiil but rath er to momtj<yw one of the most s lg n if-  

1 c a n m a w i n B  that the child*a mind is  always working

makes a Montessori schoolspontaneously. I I f  one asks( really* w
4JL&wa ^

go, what Is the jaetemvltal behind i t ,  one is  bound to admit that

i t  is  the spontaneous working of the children’ s In tellig en ce .

In the old type of school we could not rea lize  how wonderful this

spontaneous in telligen ce of children ls*« th e ir  power to think
(NiX*#44s*U faZ\t WJW ''h-i? <YCAjlL&i v.

origin ally  and without any stimulus. -Bait a iew  nrs ncftaalnna wh« 

tba every «*

A risto tle  said that the mind works 

by composing and decomposing things which i t  meets. I f  we watch 

out carefu lly  we/gsse^tgscin ihow the ch ild ’ s mind,“̂v 1 |ti r n ("*' E
without our doing anything about I t ,  is  comparing objects which 

I t  finds a»4./trying to find common elements in them, decomposing

and composing them again. The resu lts  of th is work may appear to



C ̂ ) n/vwwi
us rath er simple and amusing hut nevertheless indicate^bhat tfete- 

th is spontaneous oomparlson^.has been going on in 

the ch ild ’ s mind. For instance, there was a l i t t l e  child who 

was out to lunch with her mommie and for the second course there 

was jam t a r t  and the child was given some of th is on her plate ,

^  ^  quite sure how to  deal with i t  so she whispered to her

mommie, "Mommie must I  use the fork or may I hold i t  by the wood".
a

lyv %)%/€.**</
vs.t iftci a l i t t l e  child

c*- ^
of isgSMsame up to me onoe with my tobacco pouoh and said , "Here

rr fl |i* &¥%■
M#, Standing, is  the tea for your pipe" .I  An# there was the l i t t l e

child who was v is itin g  in a s^ange house. As she and her mother

entered M »  the h all thef noticed a number of trophies stuck up

on the wall of the hall-^ithe host was a big game hunter. As the

l i t t l e  g i r l  looked a t  these trophies she whispered to her mother, 
S^^o^jr f ’O

"Mqmmie, rmy lira mge next door"? e The^daetteiBSBaAd.*. "Whatever fo r ,
So,;*# fa c m J  fup'U & t/:

my dear"? aiMMss^mmiimsss:T "Because I want to  see the re s t  of
« iKs-Art“

the stag *. Of course, teases»»» ju st t&®» head and shoulders

In f a c t ,  children’ s ¡reason*»as Montesscri te l l s  us ̂ .begins 

to  work righ t from a surprisingly early  period -  not of course, 

in a fu lly  complete so rt of wayj but i t  is  there from the s t a r t ,  

anAs^wttfefaww! we find i t  uleifid of remorseless loglo in the way
w * « * * « Sf

children look a t  things. There was the mother who said , ”&a&avt f
.pLeUf

I Kao cw'  'frv 
* T _ .  $ aw «t; wtant

I  am a good boy and
%u |ipi -n**4C, iff

good for them to play wlth^yte.
?■ t v w  Hue«( l"p C (^LSZi^A % L

l i t t l e  boy wtoo^ t » ing»mTBon , kj.snrrfcttitâ s^idao # tt

nd he a&&&, "Whŷ



fv r

H -p

■»hat have I done"! ( Then there was the Sunday school teacher 

who, with great care and ra tlin  nf pictures t

told the story of Adam and Sve^ the apple and the’jrk ll. "And 

now, what Is the moral of a l l  th is"?  she said a t  the end. One 

l i t t l e  bright boy got up and said , "Please Miss, eat less f r u i t* .
J S

an^the
l i t t l e  g ir l  walking with her mother In the s tre e t  

passed *ho«niby a preambulator In which there were twins.

I t  was a special kind of preambulator, very broad, and the twins

were placed so th at the head of one came out a t  one end and the
/%

head of the other came out a t  the other end l m 1.1. The

l i t t l e  g i r l  when she saw th is going by said , "Kommle, why ca n 't

we have a baby with a head a t  each end"? /Then there was a
x—-..

l i t t l e  child who got lo s t  a t  a flower show, / separated from the 

adults whom she rntmarnkm*, cua&She went up to a policeman and

said , "Please S ir , have you seen two ladies walking about with* 

out me"̂ ? j"W e ll , Tommy", said Daddy, "What did you learn today 

a t  school"? Tommy rep lied , "I learned that five and four don't 

make seven", (W ell, t h a t ^  something

llLjg^uldn* fc” take <te4rt»̂ v»'*»yi fBX.1, ASPfMontessorl was always pointing

out,^we are always inclined to be too negative with children ___^

like the mother who said to her masdWff daughtei^about f

"Go upstairs/and see what Tommy Is doing and t e l l  him not 
v ■ —■ ■' ■

t o " .. She couldn't Imagine that Jsfip could spontaneousls^v anytcould spontaneously^©* anything 

good. P~sopo®e*H®̂ rhapiSwoAJE'iEii6bê '-ihl!'®“'<<reliiatAiO®K«Ar feferhaps i t  was
Vwo V

Tommy on another occasion when h» wag"- to ld , "Tommy be a good

boy % ^nd he rep lied , "What mustn't I do"?
------- *———•*“—~

Sometimes complain about the Montessori

Methodj that the~cftlddre«i- wor k ~feeo~leng hours .T h e y  forget that
t&4\ w r v ^ v i f  

,0 t rv^ gx I .



# *

for the ntrawfatyiftOM-p In te lle c t  to think is  as natural and easy as

i t  is  for the heart to beat. Nobody complains that ' aere mm a

mistake in our nmtiOfflgMiim expecting the heart to go on beatingv
oi ^

without stopping for/seventy »tefcy years^as i t  often does.
'' ' ||sgg|i£§̂/

This is  because, as Montessorl i t  Is natural for the

heart to work*and/even 44fr-o«w* re s t  while doing so . That is  why 

Saint Augustsin« said , "Love is  never a t  re s t  u n til i t  is  a t  work".
(-4«.--feê Ubhs1™JtòCkle"etorTA'̂0fro"the^^dAmptAon“»ofe'*«9ink-ind"4'fei;''-:implt’@ti.

That is  why the l i t t l e  g ir l  who was made to

re s t  in the afternoon said , "Mommie, can I get up? t t * s  so t i r -
. —

ing having to r e s t" .

Everyone who knows anything about Montessorl and her psychol-
*-sruaJ/4L

ogy knows how dkwid children are to/what appears to us as quite
"I?  /U^o Wy e?,.

useless rep etitio n ^ , In faceted- one day MonWaacasd^had a tray  brought 

In with a teapot aaa&-£&e ¥aa in lt^ and several cups and saucers.

She poured t**» tea into a l l  the dWfe£e-®e*t cups .and then took the

lid the teapot and poured the tea a l l  back again and said .
*VtH» MW» WflWWf'V’r ’**■' f v

"That's exactly  the so rt of thing a child would do". How true ^

1 fc nit ,1 ha n mu * IT I 'f le ” boy from the town who went to
v

stay on the farm f^^-4^ e ^ 'iia»4s<>'«tel-Bro*tand for the f i r s t  time too*

saw a cow being milkedo-not mechanically milked, but in the good
-sy^jiAC **rue>*& *’♦ *

old way with a stool -«Wife-mllk pail-*»«d-Xhen i t  was a l l  over the 
A  * \JtoM

l i t t l e  fellow said to the milkmaid, "Now, put back

again and do i t  again"..a w — — _____

Teachers 

expected answers,

< & ( r
?ask children questions aiigesàtos# get un­

i t  doesn't mean that the children haven't

thought. Like the teacher who drew some rectangles on the board 

joined together,and said , "Now Mary, what have I drawn"?

MaaqbaSKMHf, "I  don't know. Miss Brown,* but i t  looks like our bath-



room window r̂iffnifi - the

importance of aoou ra^  j ag#aafrfcaiaUm' .wlMri»- children. Accuracy»-”*« 

/ to give them freedom doesn't mean that we abandom 

them to do anything they lik e) A mother once said to a l i t t l e  

g i r l ,  *Jan et, go and wash, w ill you?" Janet sa id , "Where sh all 

I wash, Mommie"? "In the bathroom, of course, my dear", replied  

her mother. Then J anet cmtd . "Tes*J>ut where on me"? Sometimes
A  ^ - i r r

fftrnt^^wrimfrr^nTdwr-

Of course, .thiaf^ltei^g^twP^chlldren*s spontaneous thinking Is
T

•some sfflfeaa t  raaafllttc«te«M>y the environment,
etc hsu

,£ike the l i t t l e  boy
¥*“Y t e ? _

Jt^ t t e s a MŴr s t r i c t  Puritan family .who was standing by the sea 

aniMfte asked, "Daddy, does the tide come up on Sundays * ? jSf1t ic s
__ ,  . .. . ........,..........................  . 1̂ »i»>.UItil l»uU lUlii»il»uHiiMga»WWB ^ ^ ‘i“f^

of the Montessori system sometimes complain that I t  is  a so rt of

©rttelty to  children to  teach them such subjects as geometry and

grammar when they are only four and a h alf to s ix  years of age.

The reason fo r th at again Jts that they do not understand what

Montessori would c a l l  the mind of the "awakened child" who shows
/  - r'r \§nTf*Jh.

an extraordinary dcgsd© of in te lle c tu a l in te re s t..J tm  f a c t ,

Montessori once said a t  a lectu re  th at I f  there were no p ra ctica l  

use to teaching grammar to children we should have to do i t  be­

cause i t  answers a re a l need fo r th e ir  in telligen ce a t  a p articu lar
Jaf v ; - ; „ ■ > ■ J- . , * \ Jr '■ /jr

stag© of th e ir  development and th e /  have that extraordinary
7  ■ /  /In terest Itt words and the relationship of words to  each other.

/  W ’ #Anyone who has seen the children working in a Montessori^ sohool
J  . /  /

with the grammar symbols o f  carrying out the grammar commands can 

have hot the fa in te s t doubt the In terest which the children show 

in such m atters. Though I t  would be dull for a child to be taught 

grammar In the old fashioned kind of way wlthouj/lny a c tiv ity



o —

and. beginning with abstractions and no use of th at s e lf -a c t lv ->x
ity  which Is the basis of everything which is  done in th e /

■ /  . /  1 '
Montessort c la s s . I t  was such a child who had been so taught 

who was asked, "What do you do with a noun"? And he said , "De­

clin e i t , "  And then the teacher said , "What do you do with a
Y ‘ * .. /

verb?" And he said , "Congratulate i t , "  But, of course, grammar
/

actu ally  is  a l l  p ra c tica l use in  the way of giving the person 

who is  speaking or writing more confidence in $ne use of con*
•ir " &

stru ctlon  of words. I t  eah also  be of p ra ctica l use on quite

unexpected occasions as/th e  following Incident Indicates (For
/  /  ■th is we are in d ig it tp  "Punch" as for man̂ r other of these s to r ie s ) ,

This, which I am about to say happened %h Ireland; I t  appeared
■ / * /  . :\ /  

that a certa in  Irishman called  Sean MeCXusky had stolen a pig
. /  ’■ ' /  ■

(Like Tom, Tom /h e  Piper*s son) and he had been found put. The
/  .-■/ /  case was being tried  in court and a certa in  Pat Malooney, a work-

■ ■  ■ /  ■ /  
man and fargi laborer, was called  bn to give evidence, Now P at,

. ■ / • /  /  
as his mother said , had had his reading and writing and general

/  " I  /education scattered  on him and his culture was Mt a very thin kind,
M - $  Jf

The m agistrate in charge o f  'the case thought/that Sean McCluskey 

had confessed to doing th is  deed so he sa id 'to  P at, In the wit­

ness box, "T ell me now,/Pat, what did the prisoner say; t e l l  me 

what he siad in his own words," Pat sdld, "He said he sto le  a 

pig, your W orship,"/ M agistrate, "But he wouldn’ t  have used the 

third person," Pa%, "Aw, shore thore there wasn’ t  no third person
■f

i t  I t , "  M agistrate, "What you mean, Pat,  is  that the prisoner 

said , *1 sto le  the pig*,"  P at, "Aw, but your Worship didn’ t  

come into i t  a t a l l ,  a t a l l . "  (In cid en tally , 1 would like to write 

a grammar book ju st to bring that story into I t ) ,



In ohlldren not only la the Intelligence always spontaneously

working hut they show a t  an early  age (sometimes a t  a surprisingly

early  age) a sense of understanding In the sphere of relig ion

which Is sometimes quite staggering* I was once te llin g  a Bible

story to  a child of about four or five* The story was about Our

Lord healing, from a d istan ce, the servant of the Centurian and

Cty the Gospel te l l s  u s w a s  astonished a t  the Faith of
(VtvA I f t v J -

th is G entile. T h la^ llttle  fellow

"But he wasn’ t  surprised a t  the God-part of him, was he"? And on

another occasion a boy of a wealthy family.while a t  the breakfast

was addressed by one of the guests^J«4s4&ii«iM^ "You are a

lucky fellow^because when you grow up you w ill be a rich  man

hfecaase your fath er has a big esta te  and you w ill in h erit th a t , "

The young I'hnr^ n i t n mtnrn'ill j imrl TTTTfrftTT̂ f  1 ril -fnrf his mouthful,

put down his egg spoon and then said* "Now l e t  me t e l l  you some*
HIthing; I t  Is easier fo r a camel to go through the eye of a needle

than for a rich  man to  enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." The

poor v is ito r  was so surprised that she omsttiWr almost Imagine ttoad;
£ e * £  Iffell o ff her ch air backwards^ Througlythe whole In ci­

dent the boy was quite simple and spontaneous^and there was no 

sense of showing o ff whatever^/'’'',̂ e ‘mIsT^liWHe7 '"’0ik''''CiHiirs'e>r''ls,,.

appeals to  them as you can t e l l  by 

/  children’ s prayers* Like the l i t t l e  boy who said In his evening/' 

prayer, "God bless daddy and mommle and a l l  the re s t  of the family; 

and the dog and the c a t .  Then added, You know our new telephone 

number; I t  is  Woodby»3651***

Probably every rsader of the above anecdotes could supply
(T)

several out of hls or her own experiences with children^ but

enough has been given here to show how true I t  Is that the minds

of children are i n s ta n t ly  working spontaneously and do not need to 
be coerced in order to  do so. ——

plped^up as natural^as anything,


	Box 09, Folder 48 - "The Spontaneous Intelligence of Children" (E.M.S.)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658246042.pdf.0cK4h

