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SOME REMaRKS ON AN CATHERSa L FGSPESSAY BY SISTER ELa INa
Lu> YJ <n/\LI  found r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  to judge^as a whole , as  i t squa l i t  / v a r i e d  in  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s .I ) R e l a t i v e  to  the Q.ueationnaire «-a) This seemed to  me to  beg the whole q u e s t io n  to beginw it h  t h i s  q u e s t io n  .----- Wa3 the c l a s s  run by S i s t e rE l a l n a  a t y p l c a 1 M ontessori  c l a s s  i t s  e l f  !I t  seemed r a t h e r  remarkable t h a t ^ i n  a l l  th a t  she w r o t e - t h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  t o  I n i i c a t e  t h a t  she was making  ̂or h a d ‘ made i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t io n s  on i n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d r e n  , working with the M en tesso ri  m a t e r i a l s  . .—. ~pNo i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  the c h i l d r e n  under her ch a r g e  had become more s t a b l e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  as  the months went by .One g o t  the Impression t h a t  the c h i l d r e n  were b e in g  looked upon as  mere numbers in the d i s c u s s i o n  . The I n d i v i d u a l  c h i l d  as a person -  w it h  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  -  did not seem to e x i s t  .Perhaps TMfwrtE wsuld be e x p e c t i n g  too much in view of  the scope o f  the essay .Re*,that E l l e n s b e r g  s e t - u p 9run by Dr Baumann and Mrs Bobbie Parsons I  have had something to do w ith  i t  .And my o p inio n  I s  t h a t  theys t a r t e d  g i v i n g  cou rses  on M ontessori  lo ng b e fo r e  they had had_______enough e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  i t  ; and, the whole th in g  was r a t h e r  su p e rf i c i a l .  .1  soent a c o u p l e " o f  hours in Mrs Parsons c l a s s  which was very s m a l l  -  l e s s  than twelve -  and c e r t a i n l y  not^ a t y p i c a l  M on tess o ri  c l a s s  , though/!t had mad a prom ising  s t a r t  .Nor have I  -mcjih f a i t h  in  the S t  N i c h o l a s  CCorresoondence Course ( and am s u r p r is e d  t h a t  Mrs Ashton used I t  )The idea o f  a MontessQrJpi T r a i n i n g  by p o st seems to  me alm ost a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  in tem^s : f o r  I  c a n ' t  see how any true enthusiasm can be ppassed on t h a t  way .I t  i s  d i f f e r e n t , I  im agine^for th o se  who a c t a u l l y  take a s i x  months Course AT S t  N i c h o l a s  in Londond -  but Bobbie Parsosn o n ly  went to  the c o l l e g e  in  London f o r  two weeks ( And then s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  l e c t u r e s  and co u rses  )Put i  r e a l l y  would not l i k e  to  pronounce to© d e f i n i t e l y  on t h i s  matter* u n t i l  I  had seen the papers c o r r e c t e d  by th a t  Mrs Bubqbf Oxford ( see par.3 h a l f  way down ) or u n t i l  I  had seen the 'handbook which S i s t e r  E la in a  had made under t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n .The Per t in e n c y  ©f the M ontessori  Methodi t  fetruck me t h a t  the whole q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and the ^onefts Ion d e r iv e d  from i t  was on to© s m a l l  a s c a l e  to be o f  any r e a l  v a lu e  .The sta tem e n ts  g iven on page 14 would, have had more cogent su 'port i f  S i s t e r  E . had g iv e n  examples taken from the c h i l d r e n  in he own c l a s s  .S i m i l a r l y  the q u e s t io n  whether th e  Montessoi  P r i n c i p l e s  were -  and a r e  -  a p p l i c a b l e  to American c h i l d r e n  could have found an a f f i r m a t i v e  re p ly  in her w^n c l a s s  . ( Otherwise the



would, have n©whole q u e s t i o n n a i r e  -  as  su gg ested  above -  r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  )She makes no mention of  the d i s c u s s i o n  upon t h i s  p o i n t  in one of  K o n t e s s o r i ' s  own books ^j-Vtisre she d e s c r i b e s  the d is o r d e r  in  an American M©ntessori C l a s s  ( t h i s  was f o r t y  y e a rs  ago ). I t  was r e a l l y  only  an i n i t i a l  d i s o r d e r , b u t  i t  d is a p p e a r e d ^  as  th e  c h i l d r e n  -  one by one -  became d i s c i p l i n e d  iom w ith_j .n  .The same remakks were said,  a t  the b e g in n in g  in most c o u n t r i e s  . "The Aon teas or i  method i s  a l l  r i g h t  f o r  y.ta l i a n s  and S p a n is h  but not  f o r  Tefcafnic r a c e s  e tc  e t c B u t  time has proved t h a t  i t  i s  based on somethin« so u n i v e r s a l  in c h i l d  psychology t h a t  i t  " f i t s  " c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and c o lo u r s  and c r e e d 5. I  found thePLaN FOR THe ” IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MONTESSORI METHOD in s c h o o ls  of  the Providence Community the most i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  of  the p a p ie r
d i v i s i o n  One dees Have you

But I found t h a t  th ere  seemed to be an unnecessary between the h o r i z o n t a l  and v e r t i c a l  Implementation not  have to  choose between them ( L ik e  the  q u e s t io n  l e f t  o f f  b e a t i n g  your grandmother?-  answer m e ^ h n  *s o r NoThe obvious th in g  would be to b e g l n a t  the bottom -  w ith  the you n gest  c h i l d r e n  -  the p r e -s c h o o lS a n d  f i r s t  grade and then c a rr yo n  on the same p r i n c i p l e s  on the l a t e r  grades -  as  f a r  as they a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  to  J u n i o r s  .p r a c t i c a lF o r  Montessori's/vj.d.eas o f  secondary edu cation  a r e  as d i f f e r e n t  from those o f  the sm all  bambini as the the pyschology of  one age d i f f è r e s  from t h a t  of  the other .Perhaos i t  wouE be an u n f a i r  t h in g  to say t h a t  one f e e l s  r a t h e r  t h a t  S i s t e r  E la in a  9 s I n t e r e s t  in the s u b j e c t  i s  not  a n a t ^ u a l  and spontaneous o n e ib u t  t h a t  from* the very b e g in n in g  she has had h e r  eyes on comp 1©tin^fthe n i n e t y - h o u r3 -  c r e d i t  c o u r s e " .  For  t h i s  she cannot be c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  t h a t  i s  the sytem .
lAi -  c)
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