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SOME REMaRKS ON AN ESSAY BY SISTER ELalNa CATHERSalL FGSP

s YIL
I found rather difficult to judge”™as a whole , as its
gqualit/varied in different sections.
I ) Relative to the Q.ueationnaire «

a) This seemed to me to beg the whole question to begin
with this question .--—-- Wa3 the class run by Sister
Elalna a typlcal Montessori class itself !

It seemed rather remarkable that”~in all that she
wrote-there is nothing to Iniicate that she was making »
or had‘made interesting observations on individual
children , working with the Mentessori materials . —~p

No indication that the children under her charge had
become more stable personalities as the months went by

One got the Impression that the children were being looked
upon as mere numbers in the discussion . The Individual
child as a person - with individual characteristics -

did not seem to exist

Perhaps T™witEwsuld be expecting too much in view of the
scope of the essay

Re*,that Ellensberg set-up9un by Dr Baumann and Mrs Bobbie Parsons

I have had something to do with it .And my opinion Is that they
started giving courses on Montessori long before they had had

enough experience with it ; and, the whole thing was rather super-

ficial. .1 soent a couple"of hours in Mrs Parsons class which

was very small - less than twelve - and certainly not™a typical

Montessori class , though/!'t had mad a promising start

Nor have 1 -ncjih faith in the St Nicholas CCorresoondence Course

( and am surprised that Mrs Ashton used It )The idea of a MontessQrlpi
Training by post seems to me almost a contradiction in tem”s : for

I can't see how any true enthusiasm can be ppassed on that way .

It is different,l imagine~for those who actaully take a six
months Course AT St Nicholas in Londond - but Bobbie Parsosn only
went to the college in London for two weeks ( And then started
giving lectures and courses )

Put i really would not like to pronounce to© definitely
on this matter*until | had seen the papers corrected by that Mrs
Bubgbf Oxford ( see par.3 half way down ) or until | had seen
the ‘handbook which Sister Elaina had made under their instruction.

The Pertinency ©f the Montessori Method

it fetruck me that the whole questionnaire and the
~oneftslon derived from it was on to© small a scale to be of any
real value .The statements given on page 14 would, have had more
cogent su 'port if Sister E . had given examples taken from the
children in he own class

Similarly the question whether the Montessoi Principles
were - and are - applicable to American children could have
found an affirmative reply in her w™ class . ( Otherwise the



whole questionnaire - as suggested above - would, have n©
raison d'etre )

She makes no mention of the discussion upon this point in
one of Kontessori's own books #j-Vtisre she describes the disorder
in an American M®©ntessori Class ( this was forty years ago )

. It was really only an initial disorder,but it disappeared”
as the children - one by one - became disciplined iom with_j.n

The same remakks were said, at the beginning in most countries
"The Aonteasori method is all right for ytalians and Spanish
but not for Tefcafnic races etc etcBut time has proved that
it is based on somethin« so universal in child psychology
that it "fits " children of all nationalities and colours
and creed>5.

I found thePLaN FOR THe” IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
MONTESSORI METHOD in schools of the Providence Community
the most interesting part of the papier

But I found that there seemed to be an unnecessary
division between the horizontal and vertical Implementation
One dees not have to choose between them ( Like the questio
Have you left off beating your grandmother?- answer me” S Or "No”

The obvious thing would be to beglnat the bottom - with the
youngest children - the pre-schoolSand first grade and then
carryon on the same principles on the later grades - as far as they
are applicable to Juniors

practical
For Montessori's/vj.d.eas of secondary education are as different
from those of the small bambini as the the pyschology of one age
differes from that of the other

Perhaos it wouE be an unfair thing to say that one
feels rather that Sister Elaina 9s Interest in the subject s
not a nat”™ual and spontaneous oneibut that from* the very
beginning she has had her eyes on compl1&tin~fthe ninety-hour
3- credit course". For this she cannot be criticised for that
is the sytem
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