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SCRIBES riND PHaRIESS — 2 —V
Beings  on a hogher plane

The study o f  the  Lav/ endowed them w i t h  such s a c r e d n e s s  and s a n c t i t y  

t h s t  they loved to  be reagrded as  b e in g s  on a h ig h e r  p la n e .

That i s  why they loved to  be regarded as worthy o f  the b e s t  p la v e s  

in the synagogues . slaams in the market p la c e  and so f o r t h

They loped  the Mosai Law i n t o  a l l  s r t o s  o f  minute r e g u la t i o n s  

th a t  ha o th in g  to  do w i t h  I t s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n s  . Thye b u u i l t  up

the ide, f  h o l i n e s s  as th e  c a rr y in g  out o f  s c o r e s  of minute r e g u l a t i o n

w ith  ard to  the  Sabbath , and F a s t i n g  and T i th e s  and r i t u a l  

washl . So many th a t  i t  became a f u l l  time job to  observe  them

a l l  - -  .... q u i t e  Im poss ib le  f o r  the  ordinary man in the  s t r e e t  and

home to  carry ou .
WHaT their  popularity reste  on

Their  whole  p o s i t i o n  r e s te d  on the  s r u p u l o s i t y  o f  and su p er-

SOME TRUE LEaDERS IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE WHEN THE PRIESTS HAD BECOME 

TOO WORLD! TO BE THEIR SPIRITULa GUIDES . NO ONE WOULD EVER DREaM OF 

GOING TO ONE OF THEPRIESTS ON A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE . THaT WAS THE

HOB OF THE SCRIBES AND PHa ISEES .

THE EOPLE ON THE HOLE WERE GOOD AND SINCERE IN THEIR RE) 

LIGIOJJS ASPIRATIONS AND FELT THE NEED TO ADMIRE SOME -REPUTED a t  

a n y / r a t e  - )m o d e ls  of  l e a r n in g  a nd p i e t y .  THE! KNEW NO BETTER 

AND TOOK THE HUSK BECAUSE THERE WAS NOWHERE THE KERNEL OF RELIGION 

TO BE SEEN OR HEARD . THERE WAS IN THE MINDS AND HEaRTS OF THE 

COMMON PEOPLE a !E aRNING AND A LONGING FOR TRUE RELIGION S IT WAS 

LIKE A VjSUUM THaT HaD TO BE FILLED SOMEHOW : aND UP TO THE TIME OF Jesu  

j e s u s  i t  was f i l l e d ,  w ith  t h e b e s t  t h a t  they could f i n d  in  t h e i r  environ

THEIR aUTHORIT! SELF ASSUMED

s t i o t i o n  of  th e  pop le  AND ON THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE TO FIND

ment .



Their enmi t y

They as much as  Caiaphas and h i s  p r i e s t s  encompassed the f e a t h  

of  Jesu s  : theypursued C h r i s t  in G a l i l e e  , opposed him in Judea ; 

surrounded him t w l t h  cunning , c r a f t  , envy and hatred Ibhrougout h i s  

mini t r y  they shhowed th em se lves  ' i s  im p la ca b lt  f o e s  ; they

mocked him in h i s  death agony on the c r o s s  ............  were i t  not

f o r  the  malign i n f l u e c  of the S c r ib e s  and P h a ise e s  I s r e a l  moght 

never have r e j e c t e d  i t s  Messiah .

THEY WERE Lai FOLK

THE FIRST STRIKIN FACT ABOUT THE fi and P i s  that  they  ww er  

lay f o l k  . . . . . .

The S c r ib e s  regarde the  p r i e s t  hood as  a d lv e n ly  in  

s t i ^  but c o n s id e r e d  the o r ese n t  h o ld e r s  o f  t h a t  o f f i c e  as  

sh a em fu l ly  la x  and unorthodox .

HOW THEY STARTED

A:“l)er fo u r te e n  c e n t u r i e s  the  alaw o f  Moses neede adjustment to  

v < g t ly  d i f l f er en t  c ircu m stances  .The p r i e s t s  d id  not  h e l p  and so

a U e l f  appointed  c l a s s  of  lawyers gre  u p ------ to  i n t e r p r e t  the

law of Moses t o  modern t im es — g a ined  an e v er  ln c r e a in g  a u t h o r i t y  . 

I t  was a good th in g  to  s t a r t  w ith

REVERENCE FROM THE PEOPLE

These r a b b is  c la im ed an e x tr a o r id n a r y  reverence  and r e s p e c t  

f r o  the  oop le  . the very fctle rabbi means My Lord ( The s ig n s  o f  

r e s p e c t  towards your rabbi  i s  n ex t  to  your revern ec  f o r  Gos . . . .  

ta k e s  precedence  over your r e sp e c t  f o r  your f a t h e r  .

THEIR J OB

F i r s t  . To study and deve lop  the t h e i r y  of the  Law 

Second To teach  th e se  r e g u l a t i o n s  to  the peop le  

Third Thye had to  maintain the carr ing out o f  the law to  the  

p e o p le  . Thye formed Courts o f  xaw



On the  M oaicprecepts  they m ult i  l i e d  g l o s s e s  and o p in io n s  .

The Commandment Thou sha I t  keep h o ly  the Sabbath 'had g iv n e  r i s e  to  
e n t i r e  volumes o f  comments t i r e s  . For l n s t n a c e  they g r a v e ly  

asked i f  one had the  r i g h t  to  e a t  an egg the g r e a t e r  part  of  

which ha i s s u e d  from the hen b e o f r e  the second, s t a r  

appeared , f o r  i f  so the ch icken  had broken the Sabbath by la y in g  .

Another r a b b i n i c a l  t r e a t i s e  s a i d  i t  was as  s e r i o s u  to  

dquash a f l e a  on the  sabbath as  k i l l  a camel .

THE LETTER KILLS THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE 

THEY WERE an e x c l u s i v e  s o c i e t y  l i k e  the  Mason w i t h i n  Jewry

They took a s o r t  o f  vow . Each member in the  preance of three  

o t h e r s  promisedto remain tru e  to  th e  r u le s  o f  th e  brotherhood.

A vow to  a b s t a in  from a nyth ing  thatupon which t i t h e s  had 

not  been p a id  . P la c ed  an i r r e s i s t i b l e  b a r r i e r  between them 

and the r e s t  o f  the peop le  Anyone who has ¿ken upon h im s e l f  to  

be tru stw orthy  i s  nound to  t i t h e  a l  he e a t s  or s e l l s  or r e c i e v e s .  

he cannot be. th e  g u e s t  o f  th e  common people  .

The P a h i r e s s e - s  were cut  o f f  not  on ly  from the  G e n t i l e  

world but a l s o  from the bu lk  of  t h e i r  own p o eo p l  .We can understand  

how shocked they  were when Jesus a t e  w i th  p u b l ic a n s  and s in n e r s  

ev ery  m orse l  he a t e  was r i t u a l l  y Impure 

THE INFLUENCE OVER THE PEOPLE

DUS to  tw oth ings

I )  they  maintained o l d  customs 2)  t o o k r e l i g l o n  s e r i o u s l y  

2)  Took R e l ig i o n  s e r l o u str

They impressed the  p e o p le  . the maintanance of  the  

p u t lr y  laws in v lv e d  c o n t i u a l  s e l f  r e s t r a i n t .  T h ey fa s te d  and 

prayed (aND MADE NO SECRET OF IT )The s e c t  , thoug mocked by some 

in s p ir e d  r e s p e c t  and even awe in  the  untutored crowd .

The. Ph, c rea ted  p u b l ic  opnion and swayed the  populace . They were



h o ly  men In th e  s i  eyes  o f  the crowd. Their very  I s o l a t i o n  , t h e i r  

p u n c t i l i o u s n e s s  t h e i r  s e p a r a t io n  from the common herd , t h e i r  

s c r u p u l o s i t y  , t h e i r  i n s i s t e n d e  on r i t u a l  p u r i t y  made the  ordinary ma 

men gape at  them as  marvels  o f  s a n c t i t y

kept the  511 p r e c e p t s  o f  th e  law to  be kept .

The Sadduccees made fun of  t h e f a h i s e e s  ond on s a l d -  

a sadduccen humoist  th a t  B e l i e v e  me , they w i l l  t ry  and s p r in k le  the  

sun n e x t  to  keep i t  r i t u a l l y  c le a n  . . .

The a sh in g  of p o s t s  and pan 

and ha n d s: b e f o r e  meals

RULES FO THE S A BB&tSH IDDEN TO COOK .¿PREPARE A Hit POOD ? 

fo rb e id d e n  to cook , prepare any meanls , l i g h t  any f i r e  , carry  

a nyth ing  excpet  ones c o l o t h e s  

The Egg

I t  was t h e r e f o r e  im perat lv  to  f i x  in  d e t a i l  the ex a c t  th in g s  to

be ea te n  on the  Sabbath, f o r  n o th in  mot so f i x e d  could  be touched

on the  Sabbath . Great d i f f l u l t i e s  aro se  aboutan egg l a i d  .One
as

schoo m aintained th a t  i f  the  egg a lre a d y  e x i s t e d  in  the  egg i t  

c o ld  be reagarded as p r e v io u s ly  f i x e d  fo r  food on the  Sabbath.

Both s c h o o l s  agreed  th a t  i f  a hen was bought or brought in t o  

the ohse f o r  the  pupose o f  be in g  k i l l e d  and ea ten  page 161 
Arendsen ) Examples from the EGG’ p l 5 0 -  168 .



h o ly  men In th e  s i  eyes  o f  the crowd. Their  very  l s o l a t ’ on , t h e i r  

p u n c t i l i o u s n e s s  t h e i r  s e p a r a t io n  from the common herd t t h e i r  

s c r u p u l o s i t y  , t h e i r  l n s l s t e n d e  on r i t u a l  p u r i ty  made th e  ordinary  ma 

men gape a t  them a s  marvels o f  s a n c t i t y

kept the 311 p r e c e p ts  o f  th e  law t o  be kept*

The Sadduccees made fun o f  t h e P a h ls e e s  ond on s a i d -  

a sadduccen huraolst th a t  B e l i e v e  me , they w i l l  t r y  and s p r i n k l e  the  

sun n e s t  to  keep I t  r i t u a l l y  c lea n

The a sh in g  o f  p o s t s  and pan 

and hands b e f o r e  meals

RULES FO .THE S.iBBGfBIDDEN TO COOK ??REP,iRE AS! FOOD ? 

forb e ld d en  to  cook , prepare  any meanIs , l i g h t  any f i r e  , carry  

a n y th in g  excp et  ones c o l o t h e s  

The Egg

I t  was t h e r e f o r e  lm perat iv  to  f i x  in  d e t a i l  the  ex a c t  t h i n g s  to

be e a te n  on the  Sabbath, f o r  n oth in  mot so f i x e d  could  be touched

on th e  Sabbath * Great d l f f l u l t l e s  a r o se  aboutan egg l a i d  .One
a s

schoo  m aintained th a t  I f  the  egg a lr e a d y  e x i s t e d  In the  egg i t  

c o ld  be reagarded as  p r e v io u s ly  f i x e d  f o r  food on the  Sabbath.

Both s c h o o l s  agreed  t h a t  i f  a hen was bought or  brought In to  

the ohse  f o r  the  pupose o f  be in g  k i l l e d  and e a te n  page 161 

Arendsen }Examples from the EGG p l 6 0 -  168 .
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