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NOT A METHODIA MEV'SLATXOR
I

morningOn* day in the stumer of 1950 I  ea?l*d on Br Montessort» :3i* was thne sta tin g  at • guest hows* a t I g lis  a T illa g e  in  the h t lle  above Irmsbruck * Aa X entered eh* out aside a pen cil and paper with wieh s«h had been occupying h e rse lf bsofre I came in * I  bagger her pardon fo r Intruding and eald I  would c a ll  another tin e  as ehe was occuopied *” I t  is  nothlgg she said  «nulla <* 1 was Ju st trying to Jo t down so»-5 thoughtathat had cows to me , but I t  ia  no use <* or words t t  that e ffe c t *She had a rather sad expression on her face , and I  wondered i f  i t  had anything to do with the thou^its that ehe had been tyin g to put to paper« X node another ten tativ e  suggestion that Mfc* 1 should go and leave her t peace t but she in sisted  on ay staying «In the course of our corvswsatlon I  discovered that the thoughts that Che had been brooding over had to dowith the discovery and reception she had met In the world In relatio n  to her life®  work ,  Not fo r  the f ls r t  time she then expressed her d issa tisfa ctio n  • r̂ ore her sorrow * that the world had come to look upon her ch ie fly  as the discoverer and founder o f The Pontessorl Method of Sdueatlon «Storing the whole of the past decade of her l i f e  th is  eU$eet Beamed to be wore and more on her mind .Xt ie  not my method that is  important ehe would say t i t  is  the children who are to be studied -  «



THE RELIGIOUS ORflER ( Kof e  by Ann. heronl )
Th« p o sitio n  ( ths place ) ofth e  c h ild  would not be -  as *> roost r e lig io u s  oders which So so much good fo r  the ch ild ren  th a t of a work of charity,xx*k*KCxsxaxx*iigi&srsxjix&gXKx g iv in g  thero In stru c tio n  and an occupation .*he c h ild  ahold be fckcxexkxxxxtxxttxy the reason and centre of a l l  .  Everyhlng In the order would be oriented around the needs" of the c h ild  -  h is  develo proent and form ation ,and fo r  th la  reason the a d u lts  composing the clmmunity would have had **xmie<*wrk**x apreparlon adequate to  the alms of the o r d e r . . . . . ................. ... programmeo f work *This Marla K ontessori said  quite c le a r ly  \ and I t  was thus th at there becaoroe lce a r  In roy mind my drearo -  or atm -  of " a s s lt ln g  the l i f e  o f the c h ild  \  In fa c t  Montessorl did not th in k  of r e lig io n  as a p artof the time td b le  ftf the school -  thus • r e lig io n  from such and such an hour fcosuch and such a time " I  haddly know how b express wh a t I  mean |  I t  Is  more lik e  a matter of hygene .  Everything In thehouse should be hygenlc ( p h y sica l and mental ) T The organ istlon  ofthe school -down to the sim p lest d e ta ils  -  should be based on hygene ,  (But the word hygene in th is  case has a very wide ntoation s It  re fe rs  not only ot p h y sica l hygene -  c le a n lin e s s  and good food and fre sh  a ir  and so on -  but a ls o  to  what one might c a l l  the hygen of the mind and the s p i r i t  ) Kontessot did not regard r e lig io n  simply as a matter of knowledge ,a  s ix t y  suh^jec t t o  studyi but rather the very b a s is  -  the form -  on which everything proceeds .-a n d  so to respect and encourage the good .  She used to  decrlbeg as "conversions " those cases In which a d i f f i c u l t  c h ild  -  or I f  you l ik e  a bad one -



• a t* r  Into  the order • When th is  happens I t  resmbles a cure In which the medicine which e f fe c t s  i t  is  the ordered environment »the l ib e r t y  to  choose the good in i t  » and the path which haaopened up in fro n t of the c h ild  which leads to  s e lf  -parfectionaw ent._  v COKPnRSD TO PUROaTORX
The r e lig io u s  order » w ith the ch ild  as i t s  centre , makes onet h ln l  of a e o n tiu a l p u r if ic a t io n  ♦Somebody , w ritin g  of the Hontessorl^ethod compared i t  to a so rt of Purgatory «( not in the notion ofs u ffe r in g  but rath er In th a t o f p u r ific a tio n  • Though a c tu a llyth eo lo gian s t e l l  us that the sould in purgaroy are happy -  ju s t  con tin u a1because of th e ir  progress towards p erfection  ) I  have lo s t  thea r t i c l e  but I  know i t  please the Dottoressa ,«*• I t  ia  a f a c t  th a t the c h ild  a cts  -  and a c ts  by h im self *  guided of course b the knowledge of ow the m aterials should be used* By M m self he co rre o tsh is  own errors -  one might say th at he "exp iate«  them repeating them over and over again ,  But he a ls o  repetas the e x e rc ise s  when he has learned how to do them properlyt now he repeats them not in order to  do them b e tte r  » but because by repeating them he sees dwqsr and understands more deeply .  This reminds one of an episode in the l i f e  of Teresa of A v ila  .She used to  m editiate repeatedly on the humanity of Our Lord .  When someone said toher she sh o u lf m ed itiate  stem on the D iv in ity  of Our Lord the S a in t rep lied  " I  am w aitin g fo r  the time when Our Lord w i l l  Him self ra ise  me up so th at I can m ed itiate  on H1b Divjinlty . This puts me In mind of what happened in my school once , A l i t t l e  c h ild  c a lle d  C la re  was matching -  p a irin g  -  the colours -  two and two the same , and so on. ^ext to  her another c h ild  was doing the gradation of colours -  a more d i f f i c u l t  task  » grading e igh t shades of the same colour . C la re  did not r e a lis e  what she was doing • This went on fo r  se v era l days when suddenly C la re  saw-  her eyes were opened to  what C lare  had



WI  *o going to  do th s t  too "««Clalnod C la re  and began doing the gradin g of the colou rs « And why did  she begin doing i t  Ju st th at dya And th at moment A fte r  several days had gone by ? The Impulse came from w ith in  -•b e fo re  ahe was b lin d  now she could see ,
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