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I
A NMEVSLATXOR NOT A METHOD

morning
On* day in the stumer of 1950 | ea?l*d on Br Montessort»

:3i* was thne stating at e guest hows* at Iglis a Tillage
in the htlle above Irmsbruck * Aa X entered eh* out aside
a pencil and paper with wieh s«h had been occupying herself
bsofre | came in * | bagger her pardon for Intruding and
eald I would call another tine as ehe was occuopied *
"It is nothlgg she said «nulla < 1 was Just trying to
Jot down so»-5thoughtathat had cows to me , but It ia
no use <or words tt that effect *

She had a rather sad expression on her face , and

| wondered if it had anything to do with the thou”its that
ehe had been tying to put to paper« X node another
tentative suggestion that Mic* 1 should go and leave her t
peace t but she insisted on ay staying «

In the course of our corvswsatlon | discovered that
the thoughts that Che had been brooding over had to do
with the discovery and reception she had met In the
world In relation to her life® work , Not for the flsrt
time she then expressed her dissatisfaction < r*ore her
sorrow * that the world had come to look upon her chiefly
as the discoverer and founder of The Pontessorl Method of
Sdueatlon «

Storing the whole of the past decade of her life

this eU$eet Beamed to be wore and more on her mind .

Xt ie not nmy method that is important ehe would say t it is
the children who are to be studied - «



THE RELIGIOUS ORfIER ( Kofe by Ann. heronl )

Th« position ( ths place ) ofthe child would not be - as * roost
religious oders which So so much good for the children that of
a work of charity xx*k*KCxsxaxx*iigi&srsxjix&gXKx  giving thero
Instruction and an occupation .

*he child ahold be fckcxexkxxxxtxxttxy the reason and centre
In the order would be oriented around the needs"

of all . Everyhing

of the child - his develo proent and formation ,and for thla reason
the adults composing the clmmunity would have had **xmie<*wrk**x a
preparlon adequate to the alms of the order.....ccviiienl programme
of work *

This Marla Kontessori said quite clearly \ and It was

thus that there becaoroe Icear In roy mind ny drearo - or atm - of
" assltlng thelife of the child \ In fact Montessorl did not
think of religion as a partof the time tdble ftf the school -
thus < religion from such and such an hour fcosuch and such a time "

| haddly know how b express wh at | mean | It Is more like
a matter of hygene . Everything In thehouse should be hygenlc
( physical and mental ) T The organistlon ofthe school -down to the
simplest details - should be based on hygene , (But the word
hygene in this case has a very wide ntoation slt refers not only
ot physical hygene - cleanliness and good food and fresh air and
so on - but also to what one might call the hygen of the mind and

the spirit ) Kontessot did not regard religion simply as a matter

of knowledge ,a sixty suh™jec tto studyi but rather the very

basis - the form - on which everything proceeds .-and so to respect

She used to decrlbeg as "conversions

and encourage the good .
those cases In which a difficult child - or If you like a bad one -



eat*r Into the order < When this happens It resmbles a cure In
which the medicine which effects it is the ordered environment »the
liberty to choose the good in it » and the path which haaopened up
in front of the child which leads to self -parfectionawent.

\Y COKPNRSD TO PUROaTORX

The religious order » with the child as its centre , makes one
thinl of a eontiual purification eSomebody , writing of the Hontessorl
~ethod compared it to a sort of Purgatory «( not in the notion of
suffering but rather In that of purification < Though actually
theologians tell us that the sould in purgaroy are happy - just

continual
because of their progress towards perfection )l have lost the
article but | know it please the Dottoressa |,
It ia a fact that the child acts - and acts by himself *
guided of course b the knowledge of ow the materials should be used*
By Mmself he correotshis own errors - one might say that he "expiate«
them repeating them over and over again , But he also repetas the
exercises when he has learned how to do them properlyt now he repeats
them not in order to do them better » but because by repeating them
he sees dwqsr and understands more deeply . This reminds one of
an episode in the life of Teresa of Avila .She used to meditiate
repeatedly on the humanity of Our Lord . When someone said toher she
shoulf meditiate stem on the Divinity of Our Lord the Saint replied
"l am waiting for the time when Our Lord will Himself raise me up
so that 1 can meditiate on Hlb Divjinlty . This puts me In mind of
what happened in ny school once , A little child called Clare was
matching - pairing - the colours - two and two the same , and so on.
Next to her another child was doing the gradation of colours - a
more difficult task » grading eight shades of the same colour . Clare
did not realise what she was doing < This went on for several days

when suddenly Clare saw- her eyes were opened to what Clare had



W *o0 going to do thst too "««Clalnod Clare and began doing the
grading of the colours « And why did she begin doing it Just that
dya And that moment After several days had gone by ? The Impulse

came from within -ebefore ahe was blind now she could see ,
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