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REVELATION AMD REVOLUTION IN  EDUCATION

Lhan fu tu re  generations look back u^on the Twentieth 

Century i t  w ill stand out as an epoch in  which two import­

an t d iscoveries wore made one in the world of m atter 
o u tside  us and the o th e r  in the  human soul » the soul of 

the ch ild  . Roth have led  to  the re lease  of enrgieG 

which h ith e r to  had been unknown and never before implement­

ed, Die unlim ited nuclear energies are , a la s  , being pre­

pared fo r  the possib le  d estru c tio n  of our race ,but happily  
the newly discovered psychic energies in ch ild ren  make 

d ire c tly  fo r  the bu ild ing  up of a b e t te r  and more harmonious 

humanity *
Lost people th ink  of Montessori as the inventor of a new 

method of education , whereas her re a l claim to greatness 

l i e s  In the  fa c t  th a t she made the  s ta r t l in g  discovery th a t 
ch ild ren  -  a l l  ch ild ren  in  every land -  possess , la te n t  

w ith in  th e i r  p e rso n a litie s  , h igher mental » moral and 
so c ia l o p ac itie s  than we have h ith e r to  a t t r ib u te d  to  them .

In a former book the au thor described how a groan of slum 

ch ild ren  in Pome revedled such aston ish ing  c h a ra c te r is t ic s  as 

the spontaneous ac q u is itio n  of w riting  and reading a t  4 /

-3 years of age »together w ith extraordinary  pcwersof 
concentration  , a love of s ilen ce  and order and a s e l f -  

d is c ip lin e  which has to be seen in  order to  be believed  ,

In the p resen t volume the author o u tlin e s  the general

psychologic 1 and educational p rin c ip le s  behind the revoc ­
ab le  consequence of

tlo n  In education which is  the in ev it





of the rev e la tio n s  m anifested by bb lld ren  as they work 
fre e ly  and. spontaneously in  the d isc ip lin e d  l ib e r ty  of the 
Prepared Environm ent of th e  Montessori school »

A ll th is  make s tr ik e  you as a fa n ta s tic  exaggeration #

3«t read the book and you may change your mind , espec ia lly  
I f  you remember th a t th is  is  only an in troduction  to a 

sub jec t » a f ie ld  of research  *» ■which i s  as deep and myster­
ious as L ife i t s e l f  , of which I t  is  Indeed i t s  h ighest expres 
-s ion  ♦

111i it11Htit tHi$U 1 31$f Sis f t s: t

( I was intending to bring in  some remark such as the 
follow ing i

I t  is  a curious but s ig n if ic a n t co-incidence th a t , 
in the same issue  of TIKE (May 12tb ) describ ing the 

voyage of the f i r s t  American Atronaut in to  Space there 

was a lso  an a r t i c l e  M ontessori/s work and a v i s i t  to 
a Montessori School . ( see appendix p. )
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