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A  QUAKER TURNED CATHOLIC R E P L IE S  TO

A CATHOLIC TURNED QUAKER.

A f r ie n d  of mine -  am o ld  p u p il  a t  one of th e  fo u r  

Quaker schoo ls  a t  -which I  ta u g h t in  f a r  - o f f  days -  h as  

s e n t me a copy of The F rien d  of Ju ly  2 8 th , 1961 * In  

doing so he drew my a t t e n t io n  in  p a r t i c u l a r  to  two 

c o n tr ib u t io n s  , one th e  e d i t o r i a l  , th e  o th e r  a L e t te r  

by Helen F* Cambell •

May I  be a llow ed to  comment on some o f th e  p o in ts  

r a i s e d  . The f i r s t  i s  a q u o ta tio n  abou t "m orta l s in s “ 

which a re  d esc rib ed  as  " d i r ty  marks on your so u l t h a t  can 

n ev e r be rubbed out " . This i s  n o t th e  C a th o lic  te ach in g  

a t  a l l  • The C a th o lic  D octrine  i s  t h a t ,  where th e re  i s  t ru e  

repen tance  , b o th  v e n ia l  and m o rta l s in s  can be "rubbed 

ou t" . In f a c t  "though your s in s  be a s  s c a r l e t  e t c . . . .  "

The E d i to r ia l  o b je c ts  to  th e  d o c tr in e  of the  Immaculate 

C onception in  very  s tro n g  term s , as  "g ro tesq u e  , r id ic u lo u s  

obscene and blasphemous J "

The d o c tr in e  of th e  Immaculate C onception i s  one of 

th o se  id e a s  which can only  be tho rough ly  a p p re c ia te d  by 

going b en ea th  i t  to  som ething deeper and more fundam ental ; -  

in  t h i s  case  th e  D o ctrin e  of O rig in a l S in  .

F o r th o se  who b e l ie v e  in  th e  a u th o r i ty  of th e  S c r ip tu re s  

th e re  i s  p le n ty  o f evidence f o r  t h i s  " I t  was through one 

man th a t  g u i l t  came in to  th e  w o rld , and s in c e  dea th  came



owing to  g u i l t  , death  was handed on to  a l l  mankind by 

one man " (Romans V. 1 2 ). Or ag a in  l a t e r  on in  th e  same 

c h a p te r  , (v e rse  18) we read  “W ell, th e n , one man commits 

a f a u l t ,  and i t  b r in g s  condemnation upon a l l  : one man 

makes amends , and i t  b r in g s  to  a l l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  th a t  

i s ,  l i f e  ; A m u ltitu d e  w i l l  become a c c e p ta b le  to  God 

th rough  one man’s obedience , j u s t  a s  a m u ltitu d e  , through 

one m an's d iso b ed ien ce , became g u i l ty  ."  ( ) .

But even f o r  th o se  who do n o t a ccep t th e  a u th o r i ty  of th e  

s c r ip tu re s  th e re  i s  ample ev idence f o r  o r ig in a l  s in  and i t s  

a f f e c t s  in  th e  P a l l  of Man , i f  only  they  w i l l  adm it i t  ; 

b u t i t  i s  in te r n a l  evidence f  Here ag a in  i t  i s  S t .  Paul 

who has p o r tra y e d  f o r  a l l  tim e th e  angu ish  of th e  human 

so u l d iv id ed  a g a in s t  i t s e l f

" Of t h i s  I  am c e r ta in  th a t  no p r in c ip le  of good dw ells 
in  me , th a t  i s ,  in  my n a tu r a l  s e l f  ; p ra isew orthy  
In te n tio n s  a r e  always ready  to  hand , b u t I  cannot 
f in d  my way to  th e  perform ance of them ; i t  i s  n o t 
th e  good my w i l l  p r e f e r s  , b u t th e  e v i l  my w i l l  
d isap p ro v es , th a t  I  f in d  m yself doing ? And i f  
what I  do i s  som ething I  have n o t th e  w i l l  to  do , i t  
cannot be I  th a t  b r in g  i t  about , i t  must be the 
s in f u l  p r in c ip le  th a t  dw ells in  me ....................

P i t i a b le  c re a tu re  th a t  I  am , who i s  to  s e t  me 
f r e e  from a n a tu re  th u s  doomed to  death  ? . N othing 
e l s e  th an  th e  g race  of God , th rough  Jesus 
C h r is t  Our Lord . I f  I  am l e f t  to  m yself , by 
conscience i s  a t  God’s d is p o s i t io n  , b u t my 
n a tu r a l  powers a re  a t  th e  d is p o s i t io n  of s in  • "

I s  th e re  one of us who can say , as Our Lord d id  to  

h i s  b i t t e r e s t  enem ies, th e  P h a risee s  , "Which of you aan 

co n v ic t me of s in  ?” . We know a l l  to o  w e ll th a t  “we have

s in n ed  and f a l l e n  s h o r t  of th e  g lo ry  of God rt



0)
I t  i s  co n tra ry  to  b o th  reaso n  and reverence  to

im agine th a t  th e  aw eful and supreme B eing, “who s i t s

above th e  Abyss ” -  He b e fo re  Whom th e  Angels v e i l

t h e i r  fa c e s  as  th ey  cry  " Holy ! Holy l  Holy l 11 , -

i t  i s  u n b e liev a b le  th a t  when God assumed to  Him self

a human n a tu re  th a t  he  shou ld  ta k e  i t  from a t a in te d

source ; o r  , to  u se  W ordsworth’ s p h rase^  when he 
speaks of Our Lady as  11 Our t a in te d  n a tu r e ’ s s o l i t a r y  
b o a s t " .

To come now to  th e  l a s t  p o in t in d ic a te d  by my 

f r ie n d  Helen Campellfe L e t te r  from Pendle H i l l  .

Quoting from a C atholic p r i e s t  who has become a Quaker 

she says ” I f  C a th o lic s  can fo rg iv e  Quakers f o r  

b e l ie v in g  so l i t t l e ,  perhaps Quakers can fo rg iv e  

C a th o lic s  f o r  b e l ie v in g  so much * . S u re ly  th e re  i s

no q u e s tio n  h e re  of anyone fo rg iv in g  anyone . The r e a l  

is s u e  i s  n o t th e  q u a n t i ty  of what we b e lie v e  b u t the  

n a tu re  of our b e l i e f  and I t s  o b je c t .

F a i th  f o r  a C a th o lic  i s  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  a 

superna t u r a l  g i f t  , som ething we a re  n o t born  w ith  .

I t  i s  th e  g i f t  which en ab les us to  b e l ie v e  w ith o u t doubt

ing what has been re v e a le d  ,

There a r i s e s  of cou rse  a t  once th e  q u es tio n  -  11 i f

re v e a le d  , th en  by whom, to  whom, when and how?'1 •

This b r in g s  us f i n a l l y  to  an eq u a lly  fundam ental 

q u e s tio n  , one which Helen Campbell h e r s e l f  s t a te s  

c le a r ly  a t  th e  end of h e r  l e t t e r  , when she says " What 

a re  th e  grounds of o u r b e l i e f s  ? What and where



m
i s  ou r a u th o r i ty  ? * . But she g iv es no answer .

I t  was in  t r y in g  to  f in d  th e  answer to  th i s  l a s t  

q u e s tio n  th a t  th e  w r i te r  of th i s  l e t t e r  came 

e v e n tu a lly  to  b e l ie v e  in  , and submit to  th e  one 

A u th o rity  which , b o th  to  reaso n  as w e ll as  to  f a i t h  > 

i s  a b le  to  J u s t i f y  i t s  claim  to  be th e  tru e  one .

17

/



We were n o t a b le  to  u se  t h i s  a r t i c l e  
and a re  v e ry  s o r ry  n o t to  have 
re tu rn e d  i t  to  you b e fo re .
B ernard  C a n te r , E d i to r .  2 6 /6 /6 2

With the Editor’s 
Compliments

From THE FREEND, The Quaker Weekly Journal 
Drayton House, Gordon Street, London, W.C.l. 
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