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aTRIUM ROTES

_ One eould put the walls of “ruaal®)
In plastrén% or something mors permanent ? and could have small
movable model© of Herod's Pales and Pilate's Residence and that
of the Housewao of Annas and Calaphaa.snd the Temple |
On© could have little movable labels of the various
places of Interest on the mp ®e.g aethseiaane and Oethany and C
Calvary » the Damascus §ate,
lest of all » of course f would be to male© a model of the
district showing the hills and valleys - but that would take too
long a time probably for our present purpose *
In Cavallettl* e little book I think you will find an
Illustration of a model of Jerusalem »
Also some other Interesting photos of models - represent
ing the Tomb where °ur Lord was buried and other things
WAMDERIMCB QF TEE CHILDREK gg I3HSAL

1

IK THE DESERT

It would be a good thing too to have a large map made
[llustrating the Flight of the Jsws from Egypt (The Passover )
their passage of the Rod Sea , their wanderings In the Dessrt ,
Mount Sinai , and so on till they come to the Promised Land *
One could have the names of the important places . and also little
cards corresponding telling briefly what happened at them -
@*y* The Ten Commandments and Mt Sinai «»the place whereposes

struck the Rock



THE TRAVELLING CHURCH
56

another thins which Interests children is the story of how Mses
under the direction of God caused the Children of Isre&jl to
build THE TBERNaCLE , which was ~ In effect a “~ravelling Church
there Is an excellent account of this InTHS ILIHISTRATED BIBLE
HISTORY by Schuster ( herder”™ } Chapter XXXVIII, It gives also
a very good Illustration of what the Tabernacle loched like O
I once got a mn to mde® a model of the whole thing * which
was an immense success . It was placed on a big area of ply wood
(which was covered with sand which was glued on ) fed the
wksle thing could be taken to pieces { as could the original
when It was time to move on i*e* when the pillar of smoke
moved away from the Holy of Holies.
On© sbuld also have models or at least pictures
of the Large Altar with Ramp * the Bowl for Ablutions »
and the oblests kept in the Holy of Holies and in the
Tabernacle *
Later on - this could be followed, up with a ~odel of
Solomon*s Temple Jw whichwas fixed and did not need to "move on
Still later on© could show how threre Is a Tabemaol
in the Catholic Church - and an alttar for sacrificing
In the beginning of Schusters book ( an excellent book
which | expect you know } is a map showing the wandsrig- of the
¢careallts through the desert . But not a very clear one *
On page 223 of the same book is an excellent picture of
the Temple in Our Lords Tim® - from which it would be possible
to sake a model - though of course you may have other a

better sources of Information *



2 -
the vilson once seen St raul and his friend Silas were eager
to sail for Macedonia as they concluded that the eioslon
meant that Sod had called them to do so . Macedonia you will
remember was the country from which Alexander the “~reat came
and the city of Philippi which they visited was named after
Alexander the ~reat’s father ®ing Philip.
See Acts Chapter r/1.0n hisreturn Journey St Paul came to
Proas again and spent seven days ."When the new week began
{ says the Acts Ch 20 4erse ?) we had met for the breaking
of bread ( that is for Holy Communion }and St *aul was preach-
ing to them t he meant to leave them next day and continued
burning

speaking till midnight .Phare wwqger were many lamps in the
upper room where we had met and ~ young man called Butichus wa
was sitting In the embrasure of the window was overcome by
sleep .As St Paul went on sailingstill went on preaching
sleep weighed him down and he fell from the third storey to
ground and was taken up from dead ...utou can read the BEST CF
the sotry in Chap - 20 verses 10 onwards . | think you will
agree that that sermon of St Pauls must almost hold the world*
record for lenght — it did not finish till the dan came
next day | ( Hemeber that the next time you think a sermon is
going on too long -buy don*t fall asleep and out of the
vindow 11 )

The children shot Id be encourage to keep their own

note book and write up in it the events they think most int-

eresting in St ”~aul*s adventures



"Oh, no, Holy Father,” the parents answered with surprise,
"she is only four years old."

The Pope asked the child to wake the Sign of the Cross.
She did so.

"Whom do you receive when you go to Communion?" he asked.
"Jesus," was the answer.

"Come to my Mass tomorrow morning, and I will give you Holy

Communion myself,” said Pius X*

Another First Communicant of four and a half, now aged seven,
spontaneously wrote the following composition on Love quite lately:
I Love—

love Mummy.
love D~ddy.

I
I
I love Nanny

I love Auntie.

I love Uncle.

And | love most of all Jesus.

I love the Blessed Virgin Mary.
I love my Angel.

"Are you sure that you love Jesus hest of all?" said to Peter

his elder sister Mary.

"Of course | do," said peter proudly. Mary laughed.
"So do I, peter, and so does everyone you and | love. Are you

proud to be a Catholic?"
"Of course | am very proud indeed.”
"Well, Peter, it is time you went to bed, good-night."

eGood-night.»



» m (3
(9) "Timmy was very envious of Tommy because he had a new tricycle”

(h) "Billy took part In a non-Catholic ceremony without permission'’
These are just examples, there are many others which could be made.
The material Is used In the following manner: -

(1) The cards with the Ten Commandments on them are placed out
In their proper order In one or two horizontal lines according
to the space at their disposal,

(2) Then the child takes any card at random? reads It, ponders
over It, and then places It under the Commandment which has
been broken.

Thus sentence (a) (see above) he would nut under
Commandment Seven? sentence (b) under Commandment Seven?
sentence (c) under Commandment Pour? sentence (d) under
Commandment Three? sentence (e) under Commandment Five;
sentence (f) under Commandment Two; sentence (g) under
Commandment Ten? sentence (h) under Commandment One,

(Bister Stephanie of St, Anthony’s School, Mill Hill,
London, has worked out this exercise on the Ten Command-
ments In great detail; and has made a special cablnent
with ten sections In It for keeping the material. This
would be an excellent thing to do and have a statue of
Moses - or a picture - on the top of the cablnent,)

We ean make use of the same principles when we are dealing with

Biblical History. Here we can make use of the Time Line. Putting

this out Is essentially an activity of body and mind, an Indivi-

dual activity? though, very often, a number of children form a

little spntaneous group and do It together.



QITOTQIICKS

"It is ««sttlaftjaEt clearly a false opinion to say with
regard to the truth of faith that it is completely Indifferent
what one thinks about created things provided one has the right
*fatat opinion about dad | an error about creation reacts In a
false knowledge about Sod

St Thomas Aquinas

Montessori/s definition of the Liturgy

" The Church is a society which has/ fixed certain move-
ments and words ; and this precision is not a cpprlce * It is

something corresponding to the spiritual life ™
#"**..*****‘$* *kkk*k*

THE CHILD
Y/ who touches the child touches the most sensitive part of

" a whole which has Its roots in the most distant past and which dim

climbs towards the infinite future *

Who touches the child touches the delicate arid vital point
| «<here all can yet be decided , where all can be renewed , where all

is pulsating with life » where the secrets of the soul lie hid

One can pass quite close to the child and yet not see him

I The activity of the child has always beeb looked upon as
iin expression of his vitality $ nut this activity is really the

Work he performs in building up the man t it is the Incarnation



2ULUA WL h-ecluC
Here Is a P®> written by a child between six and
SOV 'n years » heartbroken white her mother was In
hospital # On her return » full of joy the little
girls wrote the following i

| love because | love *
This reason will not do ?

Then it*s because | just must love
At thought of you *

1 sing because | sing 4
This reason will not do ?
Then it # because | have to sing
At thought of you *

1 love you when X work
| love you when | play f

w life is made of love »
| love you all the day *

This is a perfect exposition of the Interior life j



I should he glad if you cojjjtffget these quotations into
the book somewhere perhaps as a chapter heading to

the Atrium or some other chapter .

A Only in the Church - the Universal Church which )
is "life hidden with Christ ideed '- is to be found the

k
secret and source of renewed social life .~
17| e i I

(C The whole and only purnose of his life ( Pius X)
was the restoation of all things in Christ ; and if it be asked
what is the road that leads to ChifcSt the answer - says

Pius XIl - valid yestMsday as well as to-day and always
is the Church

( I am afraid | can't recall where | got these
quotes originally - perhaps you can - but they are
so excellent it would be a good thing if we could get

them in . We might ask for authors in a local Catholic
weekly )



abm% a Quarter of a cantory later hontessorl jgava a ««riaa #£
laoturas (argani«ad :by -tilt m\%or A i «as prasent} m t&a taaahtag
«f ratiglon at ih# “mtmimtér Cathsdrai Hall» tondon» 8*% Ij* '4f
m® of aa« lacloras presided osar by Sis Haaawmca Usa llshap of
Halla » Gontassori «pot» to this offset for ovar a quarter of a
easjtury | have itarfcai for. the Catholic adusaiion of ahltd ran» but
1 a» volt swsra that without the approval of four toraahip the

hierarchy to ahlab ha balptsga all ny «ffopts would ba of no avail*









THE THREE KINGS APPROACH

I was interested in noticing that one of my young frineds
- Shelbie , aged 6-had discovered all on her own the technique
used.by the Marchess ~avalletti and Mons. ~anternier -—viz
that of moving the little figures in accordance with the prog
gress of the story
It was Shrsitmas Tide , and the figures used for the
Crib ( a familyhh&rinborn heirloom )were brought , as they
had been every year since her grandmother s day . The top of
a Large side-board had been at her disposal . At one end
of this the "stable" had been set up ? but as yet there was
no aby Jesus in the manger .The Divine ambino , and the
angels , were still"” in Aeaven that Is™on the top ledge
of a picture frame hanging quite high up on the wall above
the side-board . The shepherds and their sheep were~there —
towards the other end of the sideboard top ; whle at the very
furthest end were the Three KjngS and their camels
Just before Shelbie went to bed on Chrsitmas Eve she
broguth down the ¥aby ”~esus form "Heaven " and put Him in
the manger in the stale descended accompanied by two angels
who had come to adore Him there along with Mary and Joseph
On Chiistmas morning the first thing she did was to bring the
Shepherds to the Stable , accompanied by a flock, of Inquisitive
sheep
The Three Kings were still far away "in the desert "
but they were on the move. Everjpnorning after Chrsitmass Shel-
biemoved the caravan of the ThreeKings allttle nearer. By
~ew ~ears Eve they were half way acorss the interveneing space
with six more days to go .Andwyiith the coming of the ~east of

the Epiphany they w44l«aome to their journey's end and joints



the Shepherds in their homage and adoration

Those who have read ~rchesa Cavalletti’s artcile
pp Jwill see that she makes use of a very sijilar technique
in theteaching of the parables of Our Lord , thus bringing them
to life in an interesting and dramatic way by means of an
activity on the part of the children . Thus in the parable
of the Good Shepherd one sees the Good Shepherd and the
Fold and. the Woves ( ad shepherds )and all



a command’.iesurely that it is a command »! This is the one thing that

——— — -

should make an impression on the child — that it is a command.
Just as it was important for him to realise that the beginning

of the nail Hary was a salutation ;and that it is the child who

salutes the Blessed Virgin .But now what the child has to be

listening 4
understand, and appreciate is that he is hfcofrf o a aﬁthe ommand
Vv
the Command of Sod. Furthermore this is so important and tremend-
ous a matter that it must be made ~ and received, by the child”-
avnr N and w ill wish to
with a certain solemnity so that he revers it ajadw4U_obey it
30 the two poH bs to remember are a) that it is a command

r. 7
and £y)It must be received wlthan attitude of reverence and awe

According to the kind of Instruction we are about to give
we could give a differing kind of Preparation of the Soul_to/”ecleve

it -different in teaching a salutation form teaching a command.

Taking the Commandments Separately

Instead of teaching the Ten Commandments all together S»xac one
all rattled off in the same tone of voice

directly after the other - all to one string as you might say ™ it

would fo8 much better to separate them and teach them separately”™”

Historically , if we remember , the Commandments were first
in a cloud-girt solitude
given to Moses on Mount Sinai with great solemnity a accompanied
by the sound of trumpets , thunder and lightning and the shaking

of the earth .So we could attempt to do something to make the

This we could do in the Atrium . Even in our ordinary class raroms

if to.e Directress is about to present something new to a child

table , obtains the consent of the child to a new presentation «=

chooses a good place In the room with plenty of light etc and afteir



from God , shoeing me my duty for ever

In this way these things could, penetrate more deeply into the
soul of the child- by distinguishing this and separating their
elements . thus summar%]g we have |
a) A Prepared Environment

" ~of
b) The ~reparation So thextn”txx]tHa:x soul of the child.
d) An Individual soul - which awakens to a call Hwhich is....

d) An Individual call "tu ."tu ! I - just for you



another example® the ten commandments
Here, as always, we wish the ohl14 to think for himself; for
every time we do for him what he could do for himself we do not
really help him but hinder. So we make a material something on
the following lines. Each Commandment la written on a separate
eara. Then a number of other cards are prepared on which are
written a number of sins that children might commit such as
(a) "Toommy took John's chotolate out of his school satchel.”
(b) “Mabel told the teacher that Janet had spilled the Ink, which
was not true."
(c) "James was very rude to his Mommy, and would not put his
things away."
<d) "Michael wouldn't get up In time for Mass so he missed St."
(e) "Mort was very angry at Kate and spat at her.

(f) "Timmy swore at the postman.



(g) "Timmy was very envious of Tommy because he had a new tricycle'.'

(h) "Billy took part in a non-Catholic ceremony without permission"’

These are just examples, there are many others which could be made.

The material is used In the following manner: -

(1) The cards with the Ten Commandments on them are placed out
in their proper order in one or two horizontal lines according
to the space at their disposal.

(2) Then the child takes any card at random; reads it, ponders
over it, and then places it under the Commandment which has
been broken.

Thus sentence (a) (see above) he would put under
Commandment Seven; sentence (b) under Commandment Seven;
sentence (c¢) under Commandment Four; sentence (d) under
Commandment Three; sentence (e) under Commandment Five;
sentence (f) under Commandment Two; sentence (g) under
Commandment Ten; sentence (h) under Commandment One.

| Asister Stenhanis B St Anthony's School Mill H il
Londo(X,Wh?as worked out this exercise on the Ten Command-

I ments in great detail; and has made a special cabinent

| with ten sections in it for keeping the material. This

i  would be an excellent thing to do and have a statue of

Moses - or a picture - on the top of the cabinent”?



This forisola for the recognition of the grace of 0od is not
d&igoafcory "or every prayer that the Chris!ltan addresses to God j b
but it is obligatory as the conclusion of all the prayers in the
Propers of the $igall.1hl8 Is because the Maas is like the Churt of
Sovereign , where a certain ceremonial is obligatory , and a sneclal
fnism of homage is laid down to be observed . But the Church , being
Indulgent towards us»permits that - instead of the Faithful who
are incapable of Jxisxxss doing so »that some on® observes the
ceremonial on our behalf - and he is the officitaing priest
But those amongst the Faithful who have studied and know the
rules »may have the honour of participating directly in the
form of the ceremony and can repeat in their own language the Latin
paryers saod the the elalebrating driest , «."Throuhgh Jesus Chrslt
wur Lord , Thy Bon »who with Thee livath and relgneth in the
unity of the Holy Spirit , God for ever ad ever .A,an ”

In thebooks the whole formula is not repeated but they are
indicated by the words "oer Dominure"- "through °ur Lord "or only

In as muchas
by the initial lettens P.D. Since thsseforms of ending
must be learned by heart and retnain”™ alwaysthe same we cannot
call them variable » nevertheless they are constantly united to
the variable parts * The main noi t is that those propers to
w-Ich the phrase "Gloria Patrl .... " is always attached have
to do with the Psalms m those that have the ading "per Dominum...
have to do with Prayers «
Symbolic Pictures
To make clear this variety in the Propers we hace

adorend the pages which have to do with the psalms and those
condernsd with rrayers in a different manner .Above the Psalms

which fere for the m at part to be sung we have drawn a musical

instrument as a harp# or an organ etc . On the other hand aowe



the prayers which unite us ' 1th God -the souse of the light

of the soul , we have drawn a lighted candle or a burning lamp .
¢S the children are fixing in the ribbons op the Illustrated

page whihe bears at the too of Itthe t tie of that »acxfcxsBtxfcfes
that particular part to which It must be attached they will see
this relationship of the Pictures and it will soon be indelibly
fixed In their minds the knowledge as to whether it pertains to

a psalm or a prayer ,



THE HIDDEN ENEM

"There are more things h heaven and earth , good Horatl<
than are dreamt of In your phiosophy

The Nlcene creed - formulated Jj the Eoum”fn~lcal Council

at Nicea In begins with the sentence . "I believe
In God the Father Almighty .(;reator of/heavne and earth ~nd

of all thindivisible -- and InvislbIm' When we think of
Ood as the creator It 1» »£t oomonl/ the visible creaUo”™hlch

comes to our mind .As the fsalmlst says "The heavens th deertre

the™olry og God and the fifcm/anent showeth his handiwrote

Wonderful as is the visible creation U-te-aet*e-pes«tb-le-*hat

the things invisible which God has made are wonderful.

The researches of sclnce have opened up a we**«WHI realm of

the hitherto unknown .The ftysterlous attraction of matter to matt
er which we call the law of Gr”2ity , the valencies of the

atoms - such as the m~sterioiyf affinity hydrogen

atoms -fcejoin with Oxygen atopis for fr*m water the unseen

though liwwM4»W 4»tton iver present force of electrify ~

-the w*w<wrworld of germs ind visuses unseen by the naked eye

___these are but a few examples of the marvels of the

--M—d- BV 1IRNA ,
things Invisible " b f b y Gine Creator . WmBm
* » 1S11 ~ iXZ1 W OL'W fe

bVtav the mo4 important of the "invisible" creation
is the world of Spirits/. There are many persons w- Including
not afSw scientists -w//o deny the slistence of spir"?:s *]*wv*’*i%
thel~fefri~trerrce cannot be proved -In the same
way ns ttiii M Ilidwy MFUB-m Hi yuieimerTSTmare sciences
such as-“halsta-""

aanalye-lu uu wtalw riaa— *'#— t.hq,2”sq8«



NA

b 5 Sl~rcd!

bicause they aver that it cannot be scientifically proved

The trouble about such peoplp is that they have never preally

L/\

1 understood what a spirtJlb s ~The first thinly toVbe realised
U-"We

about a spirit being is that it has no matter/>~It-4i&s no

VIO

extension »weight , -jssts no parts , cannot be/measured by any

instrument | and occupies no v Many people think it is a

lwaste of time to draw a~distinction between mind and matter

VOV)l M. ~Kav reivu) i | ny )

(ijihat is mind ? —it is no matter , What ya matter * never mind)

If a spirt beingfllke an angel*does not possess ary of the pro
pArtNs just merifdoned such as exi‘etnslom , weight , and so on
& VAT ~

wjiat HAS it got ?And the answer Is~inte/ligence andw will
apd self-consciousness .Even in oursel/es the really
issential part of our being - the soul - is an Immaterial being >
.though as long as we are alive ~it/is™/linked to a material
body .If you were to examine the brain of a human being with
the most-Tun-to date means you woufLd see electric vibrations in
tjie brain cells ~and sunning alongr the nerves ; but no microscopd
In the world has ever shown us thought” Itirax an abstract
ljiea like hope or justice - an<never will .They belong to
tMo completely different order/i of bw-lbg—

jiiet. himana-&Vl are so_immersed in a world of

matter xnAxws. - Jas Arisftitle show-ed 25 centuries ago j
/ fe C-0€<*0

even--dependent o””hlngs/jmaterla ljla round u?\for the

bpilding up of our g”irltual Ideas -"~It is just because of this

tpat it is not easy for us/to see "with our minds the existence
of purely spiritual entities like the angels . The diffiulty

is in ourselves , is the Result of out? own natrual limitations
and is in no way fundalmental or of necessity .There is no
reason whatever why God #IQ the plenttude of his crea Ive power

{y-Kv*> Wcex*-&
should not have created a multitude of spiritual beings



9111 to atfcemot to orove it .God Himself is a spirt and those
spiritual beings which ~e created
we humans Just because they more resemble hxm in their nature
Even if we had not known by revelation and”history of the
existence of pure spirits wh should frorti a priori reasoning
have concluded that in the plenitude of His infinite power
would have created them
It is beyond the scope or unis enapter to attampt to rpove t
the existence of the pure spirits , /hich would involve us in a
long discussion of the nature of rwelation and history ; but
our aim is rather that - having Minx assumed their existence
we should see how psycologlca 1ly / reasonable are the staements
made about them in the Bible ané in hagiography
WsxxpmkHxximxMiExiasiEXHkKargxaph In the last parag-
raph we used the phrase the pu/re spirits ; biEgZj3™ must
but the word "pure | must noy be taken in any moral sense -
isuch as we mean we speak ofTthe”~ppure in heart "or the vlfcue
of purity .The word pure u/ed in the aboe sense simply means
pure in the sense that thire is no admixture with matter
JexpntKaxscBixikxaisaKaxthanK  Just as one might say this is
pure alcohol or ether or sulohurlc acid -A pure spirit then

*
is subsistent belnhg tﬁ%t gxists of itse&If ( and not in soemthling

else - and is a ; because the essential thing anout
a person is that it 4tes inteellgence , will and self-conscious-
ness

As human beings we are persons too and have these same
properties - intelligence , will and self-coonslous ness
( whihc not animal has bu the way ) But the difference is that
in our case this immaterial part of us - usually called the

boul - 0s so linked up with its material partner the body



—_— 4
that It cannot function without it .It is almost an axiom in
human physiology and psycholgy that our thinking and cerebral

| :
activity are linked up together .Everyone Ipows how/even a cup of
coffee at
coffe ta the right moment can make a worlcffof difference to our
thining '; and how when we are physcially Mrhau/etes our

) ) iUk . .
consciousness seems to dwindle |, hov?ysgme/tlmes we feel

.lnetally on the top of our form and othalé(xﬁ}iacllaksxin and at
J

scarecly Jf
(other times unable a&e to folow a Ifn~/of argument . It is
ithe same with the will —how often if erf ha4yé"'an important
decision to make we say to ourselves |||l will leave it till
tomoorow and w ill ‘S“Iseeeliljp over it "andIWke the decsion when
'l am fresh and thoroughly awake un thflt];/monring . And of
fourse we crll know tha if you hit a/fpgrson hard enough on the
head he stops thinkinga Itogether .j/If/which goes to show
that the spiritual and immaterialJ mjrt of us is condytjLoed
“by~its inseparable partnership wit material body .
Now just for a momwnt try and imagine the iii™e
xhlx functioning oa a mind tj™t fII entirely independent
ion any material -nothing to clod «g\fllvn and act as a break
orﬁoswiftness and perfection of ~h|>4ghtr. It makes one think
of that phrase in Shellfys SkylaraP"where he «Hmpacxax says
"like an unbodles joy whose rale Mas just begun
When we think and argue we go laboriously fro\Tapoint
to point -what is known as discursive reasoning -wh4-£h 13
"because we are clogges with matter ; om the other hand
the mind of the angel works with Instantaenous swiftness
and a completenss that i\é@s;res ttesxRaHKXKRkaHxxfcxfchsixitstKSixfeiine
44 that is implied by any truthto its last conclusion
Sombody asked St Thomas Aquinas the great medieval phlolosper

what he reagared as the greates natural gift that Gos had given hi



act of judegemnt by the Intellect . With us human beings

our knowledge of &od - like all our knowleldge - comes gradually

Furthermore If we make the wrong choice / choosing to do our ow
willl rather than God's ,we can - so long aa we are alive and
tiJd to our material bodies - repent of our sin ( for it is that
by definition - for sin is by its nature and offence agalsnt tod )
But! with pure spl rits Jke the angels it/ is different .When an
angel makes a ¢decision he never goes back on it . This is
because the act on knowledge which precede his decision is so
complete and his decision so absolute”™ that he p»ks PUTS HIS
WHJ)E BEING INTO THE DECISION THAT THE]i™ IS NOTHING LEFT OVER .
He knew everything there was to know about the situratlon
before he made the decslon -so there as nothing left to re-
consider .Hence that decision was Iryevoacable . That is
whjr —as Shakespeare tells us that when Lucifer fssilthe prince
of!the angels fell " he fell never to rise again /".

We do not know for certdln what the particular situation

Wa%_ in which the angels were placed when they rebelled agaisnt
God - but we know for certain what was the sin by w ich they
fe]Ll , At was pride

"By that sin fell the angels

Thfe traditional teaching of the Church is that when the Jangles
lepnned that God in the seeonf person of the Holt riIniwy was
going to ake human flesh from the Bi@Ssed Virgin Mary - B3

bepause of this She would become "the Mother of God " Iland as

such the highest creature in the Universe ..... Thtssxwacaxk”o

higher even than Lucifer and the other mighty

splri ts ;;; this was too much for them .The tought that they



would have to bow sown to youig girl on a tiny planet
donw there In space was Insupportable to thler proud spirits
Any way whatever was the particular reason they refused to
accept the will of God .Incidents lit the angels - by their eery
nature could not commit many of Ithe sins we humans do - they
could not commit the sin of gluttony or sins of lust x&axxZkey
hxxxxxo or any of the sins of the\ flesh - because they have
no flesh .But the sin of pride Is a sin of thr spirit- and
therefore fossible<i to them .

It Is difficult for us to get any idea of the superb
nature of these purfs spirits - the force and intensity of fheir
intelligence and will . The-—pmh__gfcgz f t X | a e

of*hg”jyen says.."theyj came and wenlr~tlke ATirtnig-ftaSTTeiT-of
> |[f you coul< Imagine the enerhy of a flash of lightning

or of a tornado ,or of an atom bomb truned Into a self conscious
Personality one could ~et some idea of the power and drandeiur of
these mighty beings .Christ said on one occasion | saw Satan fall
llke lightning from heaven .and on several occasions spoke of

him as The prince of this world .with whom he had nothing in
common .( who has nothing in me )and one of his main tasks was
tio break the power of Satan setting up the Kingdom of God .

ifie know too that Satan knew very well that in hrilst was to

found the greatest danger to His Influence ; and how tempted
Christ and even offered him all the Kinggoms of the World If

he woi Id only fall down and worship him .



It la difficult for us to get any Just lIdea of the syperb
nature and stength of these pure spirits -c;f the force and
Intensity of thler Intelligence and will /. The prophet
J"zekeile was vouehsafed a vison of *eaven/and tried to
djepict the wonder of these celestial beings "Theyspalrled
wlith a gleam like burnished brass ' WEach went straight
forwards - whither the solrit wished to ;o0 thither they
wbntand th<y rurend not as they went .HA..And thellving
creatures came and went like living flashes of light

THE FalLL OF THE aNGELS
We read in the last book in the Bible ( Revelations )

Fierce war broke out in Heaven , where Michael ( w”ose name

means "Who is on God's side ?) and hI/is angels fought against the
djragon .The dragon and his angels fought on their fart , but
could not win the dya, nor stand thoir ground In heaven any lIcnger
The great dragon , serpent of the orlmeval age ,was flung down

to earth - he woomw we call the devol of Satan , the while world's

seducer , flung down to eatht and his angels with him

“npture of—tha-fc—terrfrThTe_primeval contest between the rebel anfeds

apd Milcha le and f-henrnnn Mng*Tu m These latter had also on their

pprt maed a final and absolute and irrecovocable decisions

tjo serve God and were now forever conflmred in grace as the

fallen angels the hatred of God 1.1 must have been on a scale

slo vast that a nuclear war on t/his tiny planet would only be

cjompared to a striking of a raatclne. Milton as we know made a
attempt to portray fchaxHafcHxaxa&xkhaxilatfciaHxatligaiaxsrHsixx

the of the fallen angels /led by lucifer "whose pride

Hkd cast him out from heaven, with dl his sot



CP

of rebel Angels , by whose aid »aspiring
To set himself in glory above his peers
*e [trsuted to hsve equalled the most High

'Him the Almighty Power
Hurled headlohg down from the etherlela sky
To bottroless perdition , there to dwell i
In adamantine chians and penal fire

It is all a great mystery this story of the fall of

angles ,nu mit isnot a remote and mythological story

11 le the fall of the Titans in Greek tradition . It is one which
had and still hasa great and terrible signlfieacne of the children
of man . By the inscrutable will of the AIll mighty and Allknowing

the) fallen angels - or devlsl as they became through their fall
are gvlen cower to tmot human beings .This is not the flac« to

1.ate the story bow the devil tempeted Eve - and thorugh her adam

that together they clmmitted the great "ort.glqgiijd sib which
led to what is known as the Fall of Man .

It might be asked whow a defoil - who has no body
and 'does not occupy space could be said to be in this or that
place on earth .Tbe answer is that a psirtl - whether angel or
devil - is said to be in that place on earth where - through
th|s force of his spirit - he is able to exercise his power”
as! for instance lifting a piano at a soiritualLsti seance
or| on the br<a£i>r;_?lfv a human being .VI\3yt aggl\iﬂn you may say
if an angel is a pure spirit how could it appears - as did the
arjgel Grabrleal - to Mary to annouce to her that she ws to be
tihe mother of the Messiah . The angels are given the oower to
adsmuae the appreasrance of a body rhough which they convey
a !spelca message — but such a body does not belong to them by
Qr3--G
rlature -they just put it on pro tern .
To some people the notion that there are eveils spirits

around us - though unseen is not only dsitasteful but terrifying

But actaully there is no need for alarm whatever . Though St



your adversary
maul tsells us that the Devil £oes around like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour ,but he adds cheerfully
Qsk2

strong in faith ,fet ife is well to be on our guard.
Even the most sceptical is bound to admit that 9 given the
existence of such malignant beings -whose aim is to bting about
oijjr moral ruin - our ignrance or disbelief in their existence
w<|>uld form thier best ambush, f or attack

Not should this rebellion in High Heaven with the
resutlat self-creation of the devils lose its place in the
general perseprtlve of things . As Skaesepare saus "Angels are
bright still - though the brightest Sell ", to-day happens
to be the Feast of St Michael and all the Angels andwe remember
the words Blessed Michael prince of the Heavenly Host |,
trathe power of God thrust down to hell Satan and all wicked spirits
that wander through the world for the ruin of solsO

Lord alTr——~tgpr*a Angela---—-- you mlghtyt3EreB~thaT~do his

bidding-'r&’S ‘ rancls Thompsosn says



because of this would become "The Mother of God " and as such

the highest creature in the Universe r-hlgher even thanLucffer and We
other mighty spirits . This was too much for some of them : the
thought that tye would have to take second place to a young girl

* down there " on a tiny planet was too much for their proud

proud spirits. Incidentlly angels by their very nature could not
commit many of the sins we human are prone to : they could not
commit the sin of gluttoiyuor lust or any of the sins of the flesh
forth e simple reason that they have no flesh .But the sin of

pride Is a sin of the spirit and that they could and did commit .



Du*”
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

Thus we eould make a material for the Ten Commandments . rte eoul”
have them engraved. In stone - as Moses did - and have this stone
placed conspicuously on a specially made stand , before a picture
or statue of Moses ( by preference the wonderful Moses of Michael-»
Criscelo )This4fou<hd be a sort otf materialsiatlon fisi of the rien
Commandments and good In its way . But It would not be

as efficacious as It might be , especially In the matter of

bow we should present the Ten Commandments to a child in the
first place

H Is not simple a question of having a material , then
more or less of a material ; for » when you come to tgink of It

what is the most Important thing for a child to realise about



Extract froth a tetter by Rev Mother M.St Madeleine |,
St Joseph*s Convent
Jaiaw Shillong Assam India Move 22nd * 64

"he refers to "our dear , good , saintly Madame Monfcessorl ”
e used to go dally to Rose Cottage ( during the Course

at ~odikalnal Jwbo was for us all adeh an insorltatl -n.

- was Indeed thrilled to listen to dear Aadame - herfaith, her
love of the Blessed Sacrament .How she prepared Interlourly and
extelourly for Holy Communion . How she walked like an angel
up to the Communkon ralsl . Alt was purity -her steps light and
silent and deeply imbued with the great act of which she was going

to be a recipient - receive Holy Communion |,

ehen dear Marla - Mrs Peerzada - was baptised and made her First
Communion she was prepared by Made Monfcessorl .1 did my best also
and Matjer 3-athelr S.J* did great work . ~adame was dressed in
pure white to Imoress on us all the purity of the eat Sacrament
'i"‘here was no noise , no talking or other exterior turmoil ( dis
traction )God is present an is coming tinto our Souls , «er steps

retunrfbfing trom the altsr slow » gentle and silent »

Her Private _.mhagal In gome
She described to us one day how - when she was lecturing

In ~ome people - visitors - would waould wait hours for her to fin-
ish and come .And why was It they would wait so patiently - Ib was
becasue her orivafcp chapel was so near . the Divine Presence there
In that little room adjoining was as a power and and a peace,

and a balm to their souls , no matter who they were Jews , “entiles
pagans or *rotestants : Christ spread His fragrance around . These ar

her own words*



The 3mall Vestment.a
She got us to make miniature cestments whcleh the children
can lay out and out little cards with names on next to them |,
And we «rote ou* lessons on thel hitruglea 1 Colours and
when they were used etc. and made corresoonding materials
Our Lady*a Altar
In connection with Our Lady*s Altar we had little reading
slips - iveading Commands . The children would pick up a slip
and read It and carry out the caommand — as for example
"Pluck a fower sand give It tothe Mother of Chrslt "
"Ring the Angelus with this little bell ”
Walk ten steps with Mary on her way to visit her cousin
Saint Elizabeth " and so oh ,

united to
She was «really a woman of God and axucxikax atxGod, soaking

from a soul full of Chrolt

Extract from a letter from Mr Joosten

"1 am always urging her - Karehesa ,avallettl * to get
In touch with the SHoly Father , who during an audience
with the Italian Prime Minister's family ( his wife
Is President fof the Rome branch of the Opera Montessori )
soontaneoualv enquired about ~avaltettl*s wopk and called It

"most consoling "". dated 5*XI ' 54 .Calcutta )






The Sacraments
She treated most beautifully on the °aeramerits - Saotlsm

and Confrimation . wer work on Confrimation was especially en-
*brd 11In«*She spoke of the power of the sxtxtt" Holy Spirit
and of the strenght gicen to us.as 6hlrtlan warriors for
Christ children must know how - after Confirmation they are
s talwart soldiers of Christ - living tempil*«? of God , Martyrs
for Chrsit *
Literature Blanks 1

She had us make Literature Blanks for the children —full
Of blanks - symbols -show and drw pictures of the martyrs
anxious to die , bathed in their own blood , (I will try to
look up some of them and s*nd them on to you )as soon as | am

free | have my pictures which | drew still «)

The Seven deadly *Ins

the depth of their Iniquities should be explained to he
children
THe Crucifix

EEBSefyscfiiildl oui&ohsLstehhie bfcsber SencAfdKIflx . It should
be a gift to them - and the”~ Little ones can hold It In their
hands and apeak to it and meditate upon It ! Thye would grow
to love It and be strengthened by Its touch We should not give
them chocolates or prizes but a cruflx

the Mass cards

I have also her cn Mass Cards. To be laid out by the children,
¢che Flsrts part ( “ass of the Catehcumens ) in the form of an
archway, "he children lay hem out on the fodoc on a mat .
it Is a grand sight when the whole of th- Mass is laid out |,
with all the symbols of the Holy Mass ,

The SHALL Veamenta



A REVSIATIO 0T A METHOD
morning
On© day in the summer of 1950 t éaltié on lip Moritessori*
-he was time stating at a guest house at Iglis a village
in the hills above Innsbruck & As | entered she out aside
a pencil and paper with wish scfo had been occupying herself
beofre 1 came In « 1 bagger her pardon for Intruding and
said 1 would call another time as she was oceuopied |,
"It is nothing ah© said -»nulla » | was Just trying to
Jot down som? thoughtsthat had come to me » ut it is
no use * or words ifc that effect *
She had a. rather sad expression on her face , and
I wondered if it had anything to do with the thoughts that
she had been tying to put to paper* | made another
tentative suggestion that s&n i should go and leave her t
peace t but she insisted on my staying *

In the course of our oor.versatlon | discovered that
the thoughts that she had been brooding over had to do
with the discovery and reception she had met in the
world in relation to her IlIfso work * Not for the fieri
time she then expressed her dissatisfaction - more her
sorrow * that the world had com© to look upon her chiefly
as the discoverer and founder of The Montessorl Method of
Education «

During the whole of the past decade of her life
this 8ij#teet seemed to be more and more on her mind «
It is not my method that Is inoortant she would say t it Is

the children who are to be studied - *



Montesaorl and Padra Pin
| was tn the same church with htm ( jshe are at
Santa %ffeuiegll Angell« -his monastery church ) | was on
the same level with him %so * hut | codftd not see him ;
<et X krew he was there * 1 felt Irreststabiy drawn towards him
*t was as though something Invisible was pulling metwwarde him .
X could not stay in the church and resist It - It was too strong
for mi »
what did you do ?
t got up and went out *
So you did not see him after all
Tes ? | did , he sent a messenger to ne asking ne to /
see him $
And you did t
Xes ? he Is a wonderful msn * and has a marvellously

forvefui personality

ffe&n there Is the other story about Monteasorl and «*©
Plo * This was after Adella Pyle had left Kontessorl and had
built a small oiM?phanage near to the Monastery ancras living
there * Montessonfelt a sort of grudge against him » thinking
perhaps he had In some sort of way * enticed ” Adella away from
her * One day she was In”~rls.and thinking about thiswhe n
she said $ as It were to *adre Plo » "Tul- you/- If yu can hear
at a distanlce , defend yourslf .(»Phat very afternoon a nman
she had not seen for years called upon her In ~afls and poured
out a long story about Adella and how she came to live In

San Giovanni Rotonde - and in doing so quite exonerated %dri
mi<& from the suspicion Mont»had harbored against him e
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FOffiiLX .

fh® aim of fde letter fro®. wiiteh tis*»« extraet» Ir@ 'l«ii
«es t© Ister«et thé Cardinal énta fchroogh ht® th® Fepe* ta the for-
tittlon C©f a ffclif Oroas KoREs87e «hleh «ouM b# ém®t®@é to th®
eeifer* of «er~fieti® etititreii# » mfeinf oit of th® bénéficiant
tffotts of the Bm%$mowi Uetfecdl es rsxenleA 1» Ha application t©
bhe mtth "mké tietii», #lss«h®rt#

Sbe «rites

ai» t® not to labereet fmr mmlleaey tn wf setlsed of «Aoea»
ttott# nor in tbe ftlapot«® ®#t ©ritlolsm % «blets tt haa giwn riaa»
bot j»kk yoo to oomtiétr ali fchis bj e-ommriBen of no impartmmt
mf alm 1s t© aéfttafé to yen that «hatta-er «rror »»y ha®« fe*®&n foond
lu it 7 ém rmaf to eorrtot H* tmémnm | b*lie®« thei ail th#
trots* te in th® Catholle Churoh# ana that «hetever is eeatnary to
Ib la eerbeialy an error» th» reperoueelon of «hleh woati fall baotc
on th» Aeetiay of hassanHy*

*Hex«rih»leee T bstisrs fehai not oniy in »«ntlasente la there
nothing agalnst the truth of th® Chureh» but if ther® h»a epbeereé
la a»y of sy «ritliage anything «htels. assis« egaiast H H sla an
error of expression* an laeoloatery error «hleh | «ould iiRsedietely
«Hhéraii# furth&rmar® | as eoneineed thefe it la peeoisely isy
retlgiooe falth «fefoti h»A insolred us la sy &eiho0, «hlofe. T hed
Imame iitren Cfpt th® Ch«reh*

i belle®« that thtfi o»fchod of éducation 1» an instrustent
pleeed fey God In sy handsf ® é fchet God »ho««A. s» Instruisent ané

fileeed it in mf hman for fils own eade#*



Maria itettfcaaaori «a® a tru® oOacghfctr of ih® Caiholle Ch«roh*
ané i*#v#r iiauMsd Hs divisa «atora rsor ih® «stqe® authority that
H «atavolaad ihrough ihs btararehy. Rar# is an axavoi« ©f har

attlidda «« sxnrssssa ir a lattar to a aik«b«r «f ih# hierarchy

Maria Montessort «a® a ir«# datigbt-tr of ih# Cathatie Cfeorefe*
#«d navar dosbtsd H# divim tmtara nor ih# «aio«# ««iftofity fehai
M#ai with it* H«r* is so asas?©® of fear atiliod# as as$raa««& to
ats is’&riant nmb@r of ih# hierarchy through whom that authority
Is «X«reisad

(go## m mm page)



teaseri m® a sciantlst and hmé¢ $ scientific approach
to tli# problema of tipcatlou* Sot ah# wma much more than a
sete»ttst* end «as keenly conscious of thés# individual and
supersensible valus® which obtain in «ba snirituai world*

tu har s*p®Fi®ac«# «blets. l« daserlfead below axaetly ss ah#
relatai 1t one# to th® Sditor* wa a®* ho« these soper»sc-itnti.fl«
m Ixtm h®mm nmmm vividly tm | to bar a® her personality davatopad
ondar Ih® isftua&eao of religion*

On wf mf to «orle at ihs Ho«pitot at that llts® t uaai to
twm « «artain Convent* X *** ofton «nth®reHad at tte# beaut»
tfwl oia»!®* One day X called and | red® ih® nequaintano# of th#
H«v®r«nd Mothtr* and this «a® the beginning of a friendship «hieb
tasted for many years* 4b that Ufe® X re® very Interested in
-Hayehology» bat noi particularly intereetsd in religion* it
«a® through the in®trosami of this no® that | ««* persuaded to
AfcH# a hatreat at their consent* X aplayad Into it »urilf from
é Psychelogical and Pedagogical point of fit# bat ease- out of it
a paw ptrson*

At this Hit® | was «arfetug at a. Hospital in HGOre asi hai
about sixty patients andar *y eharga* It»®« that Batre#t «bleb
brought to light my subconscious s-ttf* and- my oneonactous and
unrepented gins*

It haoponed in this «ay* there «as a young girl of 12
yRar® of ago In the Hospital with a tuberouter atesase in her
brain «bleb caused m teml|”paralfsl® and other minor effects*

Xt mil, modlealty #p«ahing a vary Interesting cae®* Sbs «aa® on®
of my sixty patients* and X «»»irahing a annoiai study of her

ease* which was a very rare one*



It ms m tfe# Modsd day of wf treat that %m great tuning
toappaocad* t vaa under & sfitti* uh®© lit# sine© bseosss ©naeof mf
feest friands and | fesa bmn aolng Sha «eeond meditation ©n Ufa
«ad- daatb» Suddenly 1 restiiti that 7 was daad* 1 bad m%
hundreds of otopl® in ny tifa» bol tud#®Cly it € i boro# |»
upon «a that i» ny dealings with feti«* | had feas» without charity*
In particular with this little giri. | hai irtatai ha* ani
thought of her -tigplf »m case* 1 h#d looked forward to
writing of fins ffeaata upon it» to giva a lecture op® it to the
Faculty# ani hai studied hap ease with this obfacfc In view*

few, suddenly | reatimed with borrow the awful natura of ny
r#lati®ahlp to her*. Sha wat dead, mm amal saw fear shining
and beautiful in Heaven next to our Lori# | was covered with
shows imi huntllation# at that «»ant too» | saw a vision of
the fusile® of fOd# X aaamead to see all the people in world
lit asewed 'mm#hm to he taking place In the Actstri«» tés)

So®« hai ©rasant« to' give its ratura as offering« for their sins*
fhsse offering» wer« the injustices they hai sofferti and tfeslr
troubles, and misfortunes» | too* had ny t»etags of thee®, and
offered tfeswup as sows slight ®npen»et!©n for *y «l»» and they
were accepted* | ©an mfemsmMf «verything about this axparianoa
to™asy as vividly as It was then* It «»# evening# and | was
undretstug and shoot to go to had Is ny targe cell ship suddenly
| saw it alt* | flung myself In «y bad and wept and wept# all
the sight, until morning mm and Ib# Priest Car# to say Hiss

at the Convent* In this paeuliar vision 1T had* | mw this young
girl*# fans serffelly with -all its features» t w»m fear feed* her
sheets# th® window fey the bed and all such details'of this «cana*
as if H were a reality*

this young girl was destined to slay a profound part In ny



[f«* ite« é|#& &M i mM® examine h®r brain te a pett™eoriess*
#Hife stesitisale temi aiseeived Ite« testeur» mni | »»ver ©expieted ny
ita «ta rete*

lui 1%le «ire&f« teCx feteinf» wort out* Th«r$ na a cariste
ftofiii« te the nedteat Faculty of il# University* under whesr
I ve* .vorkltig» Steo T had invited te siuaf ite® ease «lite ve* It
mm» iteraufte my vielt le tels over itele emme when T first hmm te
ettsdfi li» itemi | bogan to tee tetaretied te nérveas die««see ani
toofe up ite« study of defeetivee* ftei# lei lo study of P*a*fo8y
»»1 edmeetiese |l jMyeteelofjjrf «ni tteie lo «y Betreet under the
beseite Cite# entritest axeraise$ ani itele io vy ©envereios»

Ur* Méntesnerl» se she related these expertenees * it «ms in
1927» al tessi twenty yesre «fier they teeopened, va* profoundly
eceed tey ber recollection mQO ite« teere ees* te teér eye» «e otes

deex»ritesi iteti?*



fkirra 1'UO AMEV A -LT
H<2n "K $ '

V)o sadA Ci* Was

O yrt. ¢ela<2l

Br. Kontecsorl ms < icicntlat and had a .decline approach

to tha Problem, of education. But aha uaa much more than a

scientist, and uaa keenly conscious of those Indlaldual and

supersensible T.iue, uhloh obtain In the spiritual uorld.

In her emparlance, ahleh Is described belou eraotly as she

related it once to the Sdltor, .. see hoe these auper-sclentlfl«

ealues becape pore vividly real to her as her personality developed

under the influences of religion
’# ”X )
On my way to work at the ;'osoital at that time X used to

pass a certain Convent* | was often enth/raiied at the beaut* —

«fful music. One day 1 called and | nade the acquaintance of the

Reverend bother, and this uaa the beginning of a friendship uhloh

lasted for Mny years. At that tine 1 use very Interested In

/Psychology, but not particularly Interested In religion, It

fch™ u-h instrument of this nun that | was persuaded to

"ake a Retreat at their convent, | entered into it purely from
a I:S‘Pﬁlchologleal and pedagogical point of view but came out of it

mB NEW nerson,
P

*

t
At this time | was working at a hospital in Rome and had

about sixty patients under mry charge, [{was thatRetreat which

brought to light my subconscious self, and my unconscious and
unrepanted sins.
It happened in this way, There*was a young girl of 12

years of age in the~fosnital with a tubercular abbess in her

brain which caused a semi-paralysis and other minor affects.

It was, medically speakings v?ry Interesting case. She was one

of my sixty patients, and | vas”paking a special study of her

case, which was a very rare on3.



H i was on ths second day of aryRetreat that the great thing
happened, | was under a priest» who has since become on#\of ny
best friends and | had been doing the second meditation on life
and death. Suddenly X realized that | was dead, | had met
hundreds of people in nmy life, but suddenly it was borne in
upon me that in my dealings with these | had been without charity.
In particular with this little girl* | had treated her and
thought of her simply a case. | had looked forward to
writing $r fine Thesis upon it, to give a lecture upon it to the
Faculty, and had studied her case with this obj?ect In view.

* Now, suddenly X realized with horrapifc* the awful nature of ny
relationship to her. She was dead now anc™ saw her shining
and beautiful in Heaven next to our Lord. | was covered with
shame and humiliation, at that momentjtoo, | saw a vision of
the Justice of God, X seemed to see all the people in world
(it seemed somehow to be taking place In the Austrian sea)/

Soma had presents to give in return as offerings for their sins.
These offerings were the Injustices they had suffered and their
troubles and misfortunes. | too, had ny package of th-~ss, and
offered them up as some slight compensation for my sins and they
were accented. | can remember everything about this experience
to)(day as vividly aa it was then. It was evening, and | was
undressing and about to go to bed in ny large cell when suddenly
I saw It all* I flung myself In nmy bed and went and went, all
the night until morning came and the priest came to say iass

at the Convent. In this peculiar vision | had, | saw this young
girl’s face perfectly with all its features. | saw her bed, her
sheets, the window by the bed and all such details of this scene,
as If It were a reality.

i This young girl was destined to nlay a profound part in ny



S 1 W R §
She died and X was to examine her brain in « post-mortem.

But chemicals had dissolved the tumour, and | never completed mr

ref mj
Keasea rch,

" But It la strange how things work out. There vag a certain
professor in the”Jfedieafaculty of the”~nlversity, under whom
I was working, who | had invited to study the case with me. It
was through my visit to him over this case when | first begah to
studjs it, that | began to be interested In nervous diseases and
took up the study of defectives. This led to study of Pedagogy
and educational A ychologyj and this to wj Retreat under the
Jesuits (the spiritual exercise) and this to my conversion,//
Dr* Kontessorl* as she related these experiences *» it was in
1927, at least twenty years after they happened™ was profoundly
moved by her recollection and the tears came to her eyes as she

described them.



"Jtellcm ffIfIfi*

Dr* MOnt#$»90rl wa9 « sclentlet and had * scientific approach
to the orofelaw» of education, Bot the was much rore than a
scientist« and was keenly conscious of those individual and
supersensible values which obtain in the spiritual world.

In her experience, which 1* described below exactly as ah#
related it once to the Editor, we see how these suner-scierstiflc
values becav® »ore vividly real to her as her personality developed
under the influence- of religion.

On my way to work at tbs Hospital at that tie* T used to
pass a certain Convent* | was often entharailed at the beaut»
Iful »«sic. One day | called and | aside the acquaintance of the
Paverend Mother, and this was the beginning of a friendship which
lasted for »any years. At that tlv.e | was very Interested in
Psychology, but not particularly interested in religion, it
was through the instrument of this pass that | was persuaded to
Make a Petrest at their convent* | entered into it purely from
a Psychological and Pedagogical point of vlsw but came out of It
a new person.

At this time | was working at a Roup!tal in Pome and had
about sixty patients under my charge. Itwas that Keirmat which
brought to light vy subconscious self, and vy unconscious and
unrepsnted sins.

It happened in this way. There was a young girl of 12
years of age In the Hospital with a tubercular afcsesc in her
brain which caused a ">e?l«*paralyels and other minor effects.

It was, vedlcally «peaking a v~ry interesting case. She vac one
of ry sixty Patients, and | waemaking a special study of her

Case, which was a very rare one.



It ve» on the second day of *y Hetreat that the great thing
haopened, | van under « priest, who has since hecom onesof mf
best friend# and | had been doing the second meditation on life
end death. Suddenly | realised that | «as dead, | had met
hand rode of people in ny life, but suddenly it «as born® in
up«® nme that in ny dealings with these X had been without charity.
In particular with this little girl, | had treated her and
thought of her simply aaa case, | had looked forward to
writing of fine thesis upon it, to give a Isctura upon It to the
Faculty, and had studied her case with this obfect in vie«.

Wow, suddA(ranIy I realised with teorrow the awful nature of ny
relationship to her, She was dead now andl saw her shining
and beautiful In Heaven next to our Lord, | «as covered with
share and burStiation, at that moment too, | saw a vision of
the justice of Sod, 1 seemad to see ail the people In world
(it seemed somehow to be taking rise® In the Austrian sea)

Sons had present« to gtv« in return aa offerings for their sins*
These offerings war® the injustices they had suffered and their
troubles and misfortunes, | too, had my package of thase, and
offered them up as some slight compensation for my sins and they
were accs”™tsd, | can remember everything about this «xoarisr.ee
to-day a» vividly as it was then, Tt was evening, and | was
undressing and about to go to bed in r.f large cell when suddenly
| eaw It all, I flung syealf in my bed and went and vent, all
the night until morning came and the driest can© to say Mao«

at th® Convent* Tr? this peculiar vision | had, | ez* this young
girl’s far® perfectly witH all its features, T saw her bed, her
sheets, the window by the bed and all such details of this scene,
as if it wsr« a reality,

this young girl vas destined to nlay a profound part in my



IIf«* 9ha died an3 | was te exawlne har brain In a roat-mortaB,
Set ehetrleale had dlseolved the tusour» and 1 never eesolsted mf
fiea&ea reb*

Set 1t la strande hov thing» work out* Thcra waa a certain
Professor In tha Radical Faculty of the University, under whom
I was work.lsap who J had invited to study the case with we* It
»as through wy visit to bis over this ease when | first began to
study it* that | began to ba Interested In nervous diseases and
took uo tbs study of defectives* This led to study of Pedagogy
and educational Psychology! and this to *y P«treat under the
Jesuit® (the enlritual exercise) and this to wy eorrveretor)*

Dr* For.tessori, as she related these exparlescts « It was In
1927» at least twenty years after they bannered, wes* profoundly
a’cved by h*r recollection a?d the tears ca*s to her eyes as she

described the**



THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE

Simon was a Pharisee” but In someways he was
different from the great majority of those who belonged to
his sect . He was more open-minded nore willing to admit th
possibility of there being, some goods»»«- In persons out
side theirpersuasion . This npre tolerant attitude might
have beenAdue to/cosmopolitan atmosphere oMW wwn in
which he lived and had been brought up . Magdala .was
lone of the towns strung along the east coast of the -"ake
of Galllee , situated about half way b 3tween Capha rnaum
on the norht and Tiberias on the south ... It dlffe*ed”"™ 2~
from Capharaum in that It contained a wealthy and leisnad 7
clasis , .Including a number of Roamn o fflc lals who had
retired. there aei.Hi”n, In handsome, vil iaa__which they.
had had built themselves to their own Liking ,_
Jesus had passed through Magdala.manyutlme-S™or._
I anyone going north. EamxTilaarias ..-to -Capha-man® and-
Nethsalda-Jiata® bound—to pass-through -1-t-~oe”~the mounts
3lna on the west—of tha—-take—ame—down—very near fro—the

lake at that soot * Simon had neve.r seen Jesus ,—though

one one or two occasions had_stopped_-and preeehed_

- mostly—ef—ha poorer-g-Leag---

had not only preaxtisa bot hal healed

the sick and -cast-oat devlias from thosg who were

possessed at  1nms%»tfirirL""Wanwhu u ~
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Simon himself had not , on any of these occasions joined
the crows that had thronged round Jesus . He did not relish
the idea of standing for a long time in the midst of a
hot a smelly crowd & e was a man of subsfacne and one of
9 the leading citizens in Magdala “and to do that seemed to
him rather infra dig for a person of his standing
One morning Simon had invited a number of his
friends and acquantances to his house to discuss a bus-
iness project which he had in mind , After the matter had be
veen thoroughly considered from various angles -ra®mon L?
ordered, on eof his servants to bring in wine and
serve it round . In the relaxed atmosphere of general
conversation which followed some one happened to bring
up the subject of the new prophet from Nazareth “who was
still very much to the fore in peoples minds
"The man is patently a fraud , "sal'd one of those
present , a Pharisees » but of a stricter Kkind than his
host ,"he is entirely without respect for the Law and the

tradition of the elders "

"After all , " said another , /what Ewrak”jelse can
NAW, A -wU-o XK v
you expect -the man has been a carpenter in a little c'til
fcaag: a Il his life tY o
W idd oMYk —0 *\ Gi3™wn\
* ! " "One must admit " interposes a third speaker , "that

he Is a good not to say-brllllant speaker and is able to
hold the attention of a crowd for hours together

"It acoma-fro bo generally believed”™hat he has the
gift of healing " put in the next speaker

"And of ksatiiHgxiis miracles too" said another"

they say he truned water into wine at a wedding feast

and on one occasion actually calmed the winds andthe



THE UNINVITED VISITOR

The city of Magdal was situated on the Western edge of
the Lake of Galilee hafl way between Cpahraum on the Norht and
Tiberias on the South . Jesus had been through it many times
for zfcx for at that point the mountains came down near to
the lake that anyone going north to Capahranaum was obliged
to pass through it . The inhabitants of Magdal considered
themselves a cut albove those of Caparnaum , for it contained
a Roman garrison \ was noted for its luxury and its rich and:
leaisured class

rs:xha:pxxtkkwacxx:'One of the prominent citizens in
ihgdala Va8 a man calied Simon . HxxwacxxacxiaclakxShacKkascs:
Though Mo was .za P&alrsee he was more tolerant than most
of the roajnbers of nia sect . Very prohablu his views on
life generally had been affedted by the wolrdly atmosphere
of the town which was known io be ansewhat broad minded
in its general views on lifé and morality

Like everyone els® he had heard of this new young
prophet from NazaPeth who /was causing such a stir upp and
dvown the country even as far south as Jerusalem , where
it appeared he had got ihto trouble with the High “riest
for interferring with the buying and selling of animals
for sacrifice on the Temple precints

Simon had heard varjing reports IpgbV>ui thisnew
Rabbi , as some called him .The coomonp e pd/ople for the
most part follwed him with enthusiasm whd|?ia] the doctors of
the Law and thePharisees were furious wit|i pllm because he

did not follow all the regulations of the ivVa*?-nor taught bis

dsciples to do so ~Furthermore it was beyong a dountXhat
n

.esus was able to work miracles . NO deubt some of the



waves BHxikx In atorm on the lake -just by a word of

command
"More Inoredlble than all these ” broek In another

"Is the ronour goins round that a couple of weeks ago he
. ) in the village of Faim
stopped a funeral in the st street and raised the dwd~

jman they were carylAg to life and handed him back to~

his mother , awidow who was following the bler "
I uc/vivt*

—all,, wild and improbable ™~ as—most—rumours

|are "siad the Pharisees who had spoken first ."What do

you think ? " he added trunjjjig to Simon
” ) acautlouslﬁ’\
I* a hard to say "replied frhnl r>hrtErh® "hut T

can’'t beleive there can be all that smoke wlthout some.

fire vbehlnd itx®asnft-s"sewi¥©¥ss "

..... ~" (f
__1 've never zeen or heard him myself said one of
th9 a ~g* vi“yara ;
outside the town , "but my steward is quite enthusiastic

about him -and assures me that on one of his visits he
cured his little girl of 8 years of an obstinate fever
N > " he added " he , that is my stewards says t

that Jesus Is expected to come fcHEHHXHW  Ifegdala tomoDrow

and to stay for several dayd .He found this out from two of
_~ : - , Ujjely—---- — - - =
his dsiclples -whom*-ha. had sent on in advance to fix up
accomodation for the Rabbi , as they call him ,and for
Ills group'of disciples ~ -

'There was a short pause in the conversation and then
Tflron sald 1LThat gives nme an idea Jjlientelemen , Do you
think if 1 invited him To he would accept the Invitation ”

J'Qulte

ot Part_lgul3til®mh whom~hir"

1Thanks for the-cd' mlime



Quite likely "replied on of the Pharisees ,"1 gather he

5S not averseattendIlng banquets ,and Is not a bit part-

icular with whom he eats "
IThanks for the compliment 1 said Simon drifity
w th a touch of sarcasm in his voice
7”1 did not mean it in that way added tne-enmen w

that he u™~U ~tff*peat

s.rom John the Baptist »ho U>»» alon”on locusts™ayd

Idd hlney”~Cls man Is much more sociable .. 1 have even

hS-ard MMXBiIM*hlw contrasted 4th the abstemloue”™Eflohet

x3—a—glutton and a wine bibber -«

------- "Would- your steward be ab’e to find out the address—

Where Jesus wlll--be staying --said Simon to the wlne “merchant
"I am sure he could-and | will send him round t©

Vou as soon as he- knows 1 - = '

....... y e

To-aue course a formal inv 1ltaJ®lon—wa-s1"'0 1 trp"/ri"rm~Lby
*imon~arfaTT|was absented /7 o n the day of j$fe banqir™

lbfore the teues/tsf besran do arj?dve pimon~eal®ed”™hls head steward to
-ml 7 /

tyone of Simon s servants and 4|was accepted .About half a
coxen Pharisees were also invited. gnd ttro—er thr”a other men
cf note in the town .

On the day of the banquet beofre the guests were due to™"
£rrlve Simon called his head .servant to him '"When that Jesus of
Ifazareth arrives //I.aa soon as he has removed his sandals
tou can direct him at once to t.he dining haIII and,shovvmhim

.l r:™ 0. 1
10 his rtiTrrgiTTtTrtrh°*4THA"~ couch which is the fourth donw fron thd

llead of the table. The other gu®sts you will direct into the



Atrium where | shall be waiting to receive them .You
will see that everyhlng is ready for the washing of
feet and the ritual ablution of hands and so forth
Is that quite clear—do you onderstant t
"Yes S1r relied the servant "I understand
— e

He undesrtood very well, that there was a solca 1-distinction
involvé/gyout he was much too well traineJ as a servant to.’
tiake any comment. If his master was a snoeitmaatewas his
businesa”~and after all the man was only a’\sargpenter
As e &hxacmix®fix&imaRi«. in the East to-day
t was t bad manners ~then”to enter a house without remvoing
ones sandals as it is in the west for a man not to take his
ha t off . As each guest arrived Simon welcomed him with
cermonial kiss on the cheek accompanied by the words
The Lord be with you ". Then a servant would lead him to
couch where another servant brought water to wash his
eet.Then the oe-ysiimnilal' ritual washing of
]Jimafio , The visitor would hold his hands over a basin and
one servant would pour water over his fingers while another
tood hBxwifchxatxisrai by ready to hand him a small towel
AAfter this the ost or one of the family would anolnt™his
head and beard with a fragrant oil .Th«Tr-lhe husst was ready
-0 be shown to his the couch he was to occupy at the table

mSTTtwken Jesus arrivedVthe head servant acting ©» prevtouah

| N VAN

Lnstruct cms , as soon as Jesus had removed his sandals
aid "Come this way please 1 and led him directly to his
3lace at th table , whlcu was the fourth down from the

lead of the table where Simon would si$
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CYVIU/A/I

According to the custom hh”flch the Romans had Introduced
reclined on couches round the table”leaning f©r-ihejj&™at t«Otf
on one elbow while they used the free arm for eating
Jesus was not glLven thsx one of theplaces of homout

"which were as usual ", reserved
at the table , whlcfeswasaaieserved for the Pharisees
who had been invited, .

As the weather was warm the iimsistKxxhadxfcsmsx
tables and couches had been laid out in a large room
which openend out on to a wide verandahl from which a gentle
zephyr like breeze cmae inot the guests. As the meal pro-
ceeded many of the-guesrtr?d?ilk sidelong glances to where
Jesus was reclining and noticed - as did Simon himself
that not only di d he seem quite at ease but that he
also behaved with an exemplary correctness as to the
manner born n Wwas along meal wi th many 'cvu(%se's
and Simon assured them they could fall to without re-
serve as everything on the table w-s rltuallu pure and
there was ootblng there upon which, tithes had not been
paid .The servants glided in andoutxsiisnfciy on bare
feet , sllentas ~shadows and Simon felt the satslfaction
that every host fleets when his -party is going well and
smoothly .1t is true that so far the conversation had seemd

Ttarther conventwaix lonal ,but that doubtless that

would liven up a bb.it when the winde had mire freely clrcul®

'suddenly an unexpected thing happened . A woman
appeared at the entrance from theverandah and stood
like a staatusexcept for her head which ooved slightly

as her gaze passed from one guest to the other



Such an Interruption at that time and place by wa woman
would have been striking and surprising in any case
but the situation became still more tense when the
guests realised what sort of woman it was who had
thus darad to intrude horaolff unlvited in the banquetting
room
£She was dre ssed in brilliant colours -yellow and red

being predominant .She wore bracelets on both arms . and

£lso around her ankles w*irth a gleamingr necklace hung from
V_ o .
her nekc . She had a strong face though its beauty had
I\ i

i“en marred by strong hard lines about her moth and firm
her bong black hair had been bound b8nd held in place by a
wdiYlh3ewe She

had come (faiAto—thg wiirwinflah f rom the street * and it was

obvious to all that she was a "woman of the streets " in nmo
more sense than one . falT and erect she stood her
-face more handsome than beautiful lit up by the declining

3un light and the expression on that face was alomost
defiant as though she very well knoew what the guests
j"ere thinking frj&Aar

t her sudden appearance conversation tewa-sss* avl, !

”

each waiting abruptly

f th°ugh Blwa to the spot™” for searching

eyes came to rest on the couch where Jesus relcined .Their
eyes met and in that ijnstant her heart leaped up for

p his expression she read not eontempt and aversion but
sympathy understanding j—and weclome

heaLh”~rwé&-sho walked across”the

roxnm—to the- .cetrch where Jesus~~was rec linifig—Tfr a tcnoo —»



w
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silence ”~ilth every eye in the room watching her™ she
walked swiftly acorss the room , her head held on, high,
uhltl she,came to the couch where Jesus was recllning
entirely oblivious to all esle sheknelt

down amd lowered her head over his vbare feet. As though
a boItA had been shot back somewhere in her breast she
began t](g.weep and a torren? of hot, te;rs fell on hIM
feet .As she did so her long black tresses fell down Vxv U.
and she "began to wipe his feet withher hair. This done
with an inflnte tenderness shecaressed his feet and covered them
with her kisses . n .

All this time Jesus had not said a word , tnrtMiat
fctesx remalningmotlonless had let thesobbing woman have her
way .Pausing for a moment in the midst of her oorvrew the
woman took something froma fold in her dress . It was a ja:
of spikenard a very precious aromatic ointment .With the
pressure of her thumb she broke open the flask and

ppreclous

pored the fragrant contents - not drop by preldou drop - _
but all at once impetuouslyiem ptfcMall .its contents over {<6a

I
y&tt~feet of-Jesus .Then with an action which was at the same tim

time a caress she spread the spikenard over his feet-

from which.the dust of the strret had been washed away by
he r rears. This done she continued t: Kkiss them

while her tears - more precious than the ointment--

continued to fall .
By—th-is 1lnel~UluiL.s ps4~ .. -.



All this time the other guests from their different couches,

had watched this scene unfolding wtider ~ttteir ssy.«A

wimds”ngxraraxxraxaxkxacxfcfcBatfcxe spell bound as at at

— e'yA.

theatre .They could hardly believe theiryeyis - that this

man who pretended to be a holy man and a prophet should

let this woman - a mere prostitute - take such liberties

even to the extent of touching rax him and kissing his

feet .To some of the guests her familiarity and his

acquiescence in it seemd to suggest the even darker

pbsssl* iMrT that they had know each other before

¢End now fthe scene wasfe-brogght hrcmre to srafe everyone

|*in the rofMn even mo”™e immediately through another sense
442 / fay "mom”pts the whole /room wab fi lied wl-tlynthe

p~rfnmia nf tibQ " ~ous olntmen%"ITImost life a henedjyton

The only other conceivable alternative was that

he was such a simpleton that he did. not evem knc» what

kind of a woman it was who had been paving him these

intimate attentions. This latter was the interpretation

which came”~to”~the”mind. of Simon , who - to do him justice

a f a | | back on the more damning hypothesis which

had occurred to the minds of some of the others .lyvx*a-W e

A«ih“»ow Jih.e scene which had Just been enacted
beofre theirwonderlng eyes was brought home to them

evem nore directly through another sense .ftfras sson as
\

the womanbegan pouring out the alntmentlts fragrant

perfume filled the whole room- like a benediction .

This seemd somethow to break the spell ~ and the

guests began to move again on their couches and change
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Two of the exchanged glances and one nodded his head

slgnlifanlty : the servants who had also stood still
to watch what had been going on came to their senses and
set about their duties once more . * oy

Eut still nobody spoke d jpp one -3ddod seemd
anxious to break that embarassed silence . Indded it
wouldJbe difficult to know what to say . To begin

now to talk of the ,waether, or the state of the market

or or the Im{_doings of Pilate or Herod would seem

out of place , It was Jesus himself who broke the
Cstienc-e

silence .As always in moments of Kixxts e wascompletely

master of the situation ill aware had was scoing

on in the minds of"those "present V thier astonishment |,

thier dobts , their conels;/ons - and that did not sur

“prise him , nor did he attm ept toanswer them . But

in the atase of his host' Simon it was different .After e

“fll it could not be denied thatat lea~at indlrectly Jesus -

was —resoonsible for the- untoward -and— —Incidence

-which had spol-lt-—the even course- of -his party .-Fuether-——

more Jesue knoew , ellher form his hosts expreasion or

through that mysterious power whib was his of reading

a persona mind - that Simon was sincerely puzzled

Simon had been. saying to himself I”f thl3 man were a

prophet he would surely know who and what manner of

woman this was who is touching him - for she is a

ainner ".

Turning and looking d;rectly at his host and

speaking to him as though he were the only on inthe room

Jesus said Simom | have something to say to you 1
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Simon answered . Rabbi speak . The very factthat he
address <Jsus with the title Rabbi showed that he
still had respect for him - the more reason on the
part of his Guest that lie deserved to toix ts some
explanation - not to say excuse for his behavioul/.
A‘tr-5nce the embarrased silence which had prevailed

-cl -—-- °
among th guests was turned into one of expectancy . Nu-

—AN\Y" 'H'A A
dotrtrb—t&skx the other guests expected that the so called
prophet would give some explanation for his Intlmeay
with a aoman”iell known In the cityfor her manner of
life . Instead”re”~began to tell a story , in a calm and
even voice which showed no trace of embarasdment at what
had just been happening." .Nothing reveals the extraordinary
crea lve genius of Jesus than the manner in which- on the
spur of the moment he could create a whole story with
all Its details to meet the exigencies of the moment .

MA certain money lender had two debtors : one owed

nim five hindred pieces of silver ana the other

fifty "in spite of themselves the guets leaned
forward to make sure they heard what eas coming next
-There s ﬁothﬁﬁg_JlTk_emtory foboldIng the attention

*s tley had no menas of oatlng their debts he forgave

them Both " i vV

- at "& tA
, they thought , in *6 moment

What a strange thing
like that to go fmaf off at a tangent and tell asbory
whihc had nothing to do with the situation .Waas he
trying to draw a red herring across the pabh«*rrrth

trying to make them forget what the scene which had so

scanda Used them ?



But no , the story had finished , ended almost as
3oon as it had begun .And now the voice od Jesus went
on still addressed persoa_nT[y""tb"'h?'ﬁ'd'é"t'.D(Which of the
two debtors therefore will ove him most ? M

"I suppose " answered ?lmon a little cautiously
not to say suspiciously as though fearing he might be

irawn Into a trap ...nl suppose theone who had the greater

3ebt discharged

The woman , still kneeling at the feet of Jesus |,

Listened to the parable which fell from the- lips of the
rapt

~all*rwith-wraoped attention . With~n” woman*s~sw ift in-

i
pultlon ehe—she she had an impression'that somehow or ‘

other it might have to do with her and her actions— and
when it came to the matter of forgiving *s>e<s Ttm..f
UKKXxsfxikx~xatHdxhaKxheanrfcxixxpBdxHXxsiifchxatHfclKipatkisHX-.—
Jhis impression___became stronger— and-when -flna Illy came—
th question who loved the most .and why'she.-fa It--sure of —
It “"Breathless she waited wond(Ierieg for the baxt, step in
this mounting drama . The ~aster's voice now took on a_
tone , not so jpuch of severity, as a deepr emphals.

7

4e did not wish to criticise, there was no need , the

V. - ) e
tare recital of the facts was enough "Dost thou see this
UL o _ iyGT- .
woman and fBxxatxmamaHi he turned'to the penitent

at his feet axdxkhxxxxx&xxxKiekxxS:oxxacxmxic2Hkkhetxxay:®x
ajsix with a glance in which there was an unspoken assuracn«
that she had nothing to fear ."X came into your house

ahd you gave ne no water for my feet and she has washed

py feet with her tears "You gave me no kiss of welcome
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but from the moment she came in she has not ceased to
kiss my feet .You did not anoint my head with old but she
has anointed my feet with intment ” Who could imagins:

desc ibe or/imagine the fising tide of jmyx, wonder |

Joy , gratitude .and above all of love which surgeel through
v \U>

the soul of the woman as she heard herself vindicated"

before the whie company . She held her breath and watt3d
for there was more to come . Inexorably the voice of the
went on And so | tell you her sins many as they are
Have heen forgiven because she has loved much ,T3ut he
to whom little 1is forgiven loves little
Itwas a masterly summing up of the whie stiuation *
4n a-~few-sentences , -a”“Hit achelved at one” and the
same time three objectives \ first It praised the fallen
woman-and-resotred-her-~fro her own—self -repset and that of
the’\bompan’\’\reggﬁf\; -tt held up a looking-glass -to—
Simon in whi-ch He saw;vvl-th un”Istaka-b-le--G legrness his—
onw- lack-of courtesy- -f-and £4na lly-*-mlt-wasan explana tion
and a vindjcation of .His own action he-fira wh 1nh
hdfl nnf1 -itnulf »mfnre-th' o--—---—--- *} ttn 'oimrni”
1 j£3 Jesus turned to the 3"/fvomapd- just four words__
"Your sins are forgiven. anwat-s he did sro™thejir eyes
met in a long embrace .The Germans have invented a word
which is not in our language -"Augen -Sorache " which,
means literally @mriTvmimh -Eye JLangipnge .Not a word was
said in reply by the woman 3 ber heart was too full for
wj™pds .How could she express the—amotdene— themlgjjtfs» frtrr
in

her- Hrea °t® . Gift after gift this man had showered upon
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Ireadj™ », in taking her part against a”lJi®stile world ,in

restorii reli - repsa”™£t\,in treating h”r with/under’-
landing and sympatliy—milaxd ecf) sespect. r*or to
the woamn

~e had. taken her part against a hostile
world,and had treated her with sympathy understanding and
respect . BHixfehiaxxKatgrxscanHBfciiiiigxiaiSM His prabale had made her
realise that love was the k”r to unlock the deepedt
mystery of the soul » arrd}*he was sure now that ”~e loved
her in suite of her past , and she was prepared to face
the future sustained by consciousness, that she had one
friend in the world)who loved her with a different kind of
love from anything she had jpaown before
But tv}/s<;v\é-sr something new «something unexpected
syim bh5mg uneplainable , something beyond all her hope and
expecataion . ftgteyxaingxaggxfBggfrggHjp&hggxl *mosj~beyond.
belief . "Thy s™ns a—e fut'glven—the« y*Who was this man
who could make such a statement with such a calm and mysteriosuv
assurance ? As Jesus gazed into the depths of her soul she
was conscious of something happening there »something beyond
all ex-planatien-j”ekl all comprehension . It seemed to her thatj
in some altogther inexplicable wayihis very words had accomp
lished what they said .It was as thm?m'/[\;\ere came out
from this man a new kind of power ana /endowed her with
the certainty that what he said was true .that her sins
had ,been forgiven ,taken away , annihilated . The crsuhlng

burden of her guilt - a weight as of filed moubtains - was

suddenly lifted fro m her soul .A#3="o?=auwe mysterious™

way- He- hdd~ _  _ & 11 Iroai her Tjy his own strength
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sio that their weight had been lifted, from her soul to his
She coui&vnot have explained or desribed what had happened

ot wwn to herself tbut she knew that it had happened
nd'that' was enough and her soul was filled with an inexpressible
oy a/r\ld an overwhelming gratiti(jEeA ,{\nd with these "(_eJr'notionsm
Inhere mingled a new sense of awe , for she was sure that a

man who eould do this must be somehow more than a man .
f£jhe did not know how it had happened “ow it could ever liappen -
it was a mystery -life ‘s deepest mystery . How couuld this
man with a word lift the weight of her sfcB off her soul ?

Enoughtf or the moroent®that she irnaw he had done it

It was only later - over a year later - when once again

she embraced those same feet and washed them again with her
tears that she began to understand .For It/ril\éln at the foot

of the Cross her tears mailed with his life blood that
Issued ~rom the cruel wound made by the unrelenting pressure
of that nail which pierced them and held -ifeem. pressed to
the resl-tling wo.odxxifcyAnd even then/\"t would be only
[after bis resurrection and ascension that the filll truth
efld*o'w he had been able to forgive her slns'&by a sort of
spiritua r’promlse to pay " by a cheque paid in advance

in™ the bak of infinite sufferingJj.yt jBhiroh-Jke -fulfilled the
role given him ny John the Baptist -—the lamb of God

who takes away the' sins of the world . Or to speak more
?race flowing from”~he gre“a.t"t”m;écrifcie of Calvary - the
sacrifice of the Ifen)God.

She wasjsot aware of*hepe inteJZ/fctual overtones

arising from what had”™happened in her 8ovL .But she knew



She was not aware of any of these explanations- these
lintellectualovertones ars?f£ing out of what had Just happened”
deep down in her soul 4 she had a better and awifter way
of knowing VTnis the Master knew ,/as he knew everything
trha-t-was go-ing-~n-hler/ntyen.-v ~ knew that the work of
“ restoring 411 things in Christ had begun in her
souljwhich had been restored to its piistine puru ty
Her repentance hady>-F-e-pare-d the soil T-the Diveni':seed had
been sowed , and already the—Hew- Life had begun -—
which even the—scythe of. Oeath would be powerless to
i-minh - m, fnr "Deep waters cannot quench love
Nor floods sweep it away"-*———

How db-cp a~d inscrutable are the ways of Prvodence

To Simon »the advent of th.ls'lwoman who was asiiner "(Luke)

at his banquet was a catastrpher »something unexpected”

unrehearsed not according to plan .And yet , looked at
50

from another plane it was accrding to plan - theDivnen

Plan We live in Time "looking before and after "

(Hamlet )but taxSad: to the Eternal mind there is not such
suocesion , and all the events in history are seen at once-y™
.Mpzart said once that the most wonderful experience he knew
wad to_r|1ear all the parts of a symphony AT ONCE in his
mind »seeing and feeling the relation of each movement and
part of each movement though the ward played—in succession )
atxxxiaxtK®ixitca®xa:ix in one all embracing expereince .Sa
So the coming of Mary Magdalene to Simon s banquet was
mo accident”™ nor was the scene that follwed it .The Hound of

heaven had been on her track from all etermity and fear

ylat not to evgde as love wslt to pursue "



Such a joy and such a fljeage rllad now taken possession of
the soul of Mary th at she was oblivious of al else
In this exstacy she conld have remained Indefinitely
enjoying the deep communion of love which had been establ
[Ished between her soul and His
But the tide of Time mov>es on inexorably and carrles™”

us with It and -8/ybatever may be the case In the next
life — In this at any rate the moments of exstacy must
come to an end .Jesus knew that the work of reddemlng love
had been accomplished kn—hor soul , which was bound to Him
now by anf etsrnal bond nancl that now th@ tim@ had coniQ
for them part .He"knew too thatTsl”*e knew with ut any”v
dount - and beyond hes™ understanding -Vthat her sins had
been forgiven - and he kne w too now that knowledge had/'
come to her .For the second time her sooke to her
"Woman , they faith has aved thee : go In peace "

Obedletlty she rose , tossed back the hair from
her cace , made her way to the entrance to the verandah
by which she had entered .The eyes of the other guests
followed her , but she did not notice then * .so great was
Tier joy thaTf she walked as though she ws on aTr . Every
‘thing Th herlife was changed todeed It was hot the same
life' any longer ."The street , the~houses , the e®©d|)le ,
the Very sky - alf seemd changed — Induad-rreT" 11x5 llseli
had Ghan”ed—i-Tt was a- new- 11feh.n a“rrew worlds— The

-.; - allurements of her oast mode of life had "suddenly lost -

an4d.rH:. favs _ahtA uaq_mr> rf* IVIAPIP ria™aAnva—  —fin— t\blmo— A

by halves—her one alroTn- IlIfe —nowrwas how she could beat—

devnt.e her _life to Himx__this_Manr thTs- more__than man



woae creative love had effected this change in the very
d'eptlir>s#=4mF sns x o0ersonantv t t* a.
thiSSnial« glve a Practical C ~»

s-xpiuessloh "©~'he?-crouna less gratitude" ...
~8aan 8P grniKtifl-r*.~eofi”™ ImTg she Joined herself to

gk

a group of wiajora devoted «men who had all received

favours from Jesus* , and who followed Him in his travels
oroviding for his needs and those of his dsiciples out

of their own means . Some of them had been cured of physical
infirmities , others , like Mary herself » out of whom
*Tesus hhad cast out seven devils aNhad been recued from the
laaxspitiuat tortue of being possessed by evil spitits

*hsy were a mixed goup and Included Joanna the wife of
YIraea , Herod”s steward , and Susanna and many others

H does not however -belong to this chapter to attempt to
-ra&e- the further relationship between ifery i~gdelen and
her Master and benefactor .Suffice it to say thwt the

en~”-beerrborrn-tirter heart was to triumph over

death 1tooif r for X'Ery’\vmmone of the group foof faithful wo
" uuXWiw- s™Niees-to "alnbartlD*the dead tody of their
Lard on that rifAh otsg&er morning .Ahd“to her ‘was given the

Uslpue privilege af hstner 1R€: iyt ox lire —aisc iples

A

4

. pe spoken to by the rlseb Christ [
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already , in taking her part against the hostile world
a”nounf her , of restoring her self back to herself ,
and above all treating her with sympathy , understanding
a even with respect .iSaikax To use the woed "woman " in
that way , in those days - was equivalent to addressing her
as -"ady or ”adam )\ But this was something quite new
something she had ne-er heard beofre something that filled
her soul not only with love but with awe .Woam your

sins are forgiven She felt - and knew to4th a certainlt
beyond all argumentthat she was in the presence of a

mystery

§>
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