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BOTES ONA LECTURE BY M&RIA MONTESSORI
p h y s ic a l  developm ent -  to  h e lp  , a s s i s t  * c o -o p e r a te  w ith  th o s e  in n a te  fo r c e s  by wh ic h  he i s  to  ££°W T h is is  a d i f f e r e n t  th in g  from  w h atis g e n e r a lly  c a l l e d  e d u c a tio n  — -which is  g e n e r a lly  thought to  he to  ed u cate  , in s t r u c t  ,  d ir e c t  th e c h i ld  on h id  way .We s t a r t  from  a d i f f e r e n t  p o in t  o f  view -  which i s  o f  a developm ent w hich i s  to  he c a r r ie d  on ( sp o n tan eo u sly  )by means o f  th e  environem t .In  th e  b e g in n in g  th e  h h l l d 's  m uscular system  is  n o t c o -o r d in a t e s  ,n d  th e re  i s  a p a r a l l e l  developm ent o f the p h y s ic a l  and p s y c h ic a l -  th e  images w M ch th e  c h i l d  r e c ie v e s  th ro u h g th e  sense and th e c o -o r d ia n tio n  o f h i s  movements .So in  th e  b e g in n in g  i s  by means o f a developm ent which i s  c a r r ie d  out through th e  e x e r c is e s  o f  h is  se n se s and movement .Bot a q u e s tio n  o f re a so n in g  w ith  th e  c h i l d  OF re a so n in g  w ih t him t i l l  he undesratands our way in s te a d  o f im posing our w i l l  .No we b e lie v e  in  a llw o in t  th e  c h i ld  to  a c t  from  h is  own p r i n i t i v e  i n s t l n t t s  through m ove,ent p ;u s  th e  se n se s  .

f f *When we sp eak o f INSTINCT we mean a f o r ce or ap energy, ,wh WHICH DIRECTES HIS DEVELOPMENT



L e c tu r e  - 2 -The c h i l d  becomes more and more co n sc io u s  o fh is  n o tio n s  by th e  e x e r c is e  o f h i s  Benses p lu  movement .He g a in s  e x p re ie n ce  and t h i s  e x p e rie n ce  se rv e s  hims as a hid d en  g u id e  _
T h is  i s  a d e l ic a t e  s ta g e  o f developm ent w hich deserv - e s  our r e s p e c t  .As wi t h  a l l  th in g s , which a re  in  p ro c e ss  o f d e v e l op­ment th e  organism  has reed o f calm  su rro u n d in gsIn s te a d  o f  -  l i k e  some pwople th in k in g  th a t  we must p rep are f o r  him s e n s o r ia l  e x p e rie n ce s  to  s t im u la te  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and th a t  we must a cto n  h i s  sen ses we th in k  t h a t t h e c h i ld  i s  an e m e ra v  I n  i t s e l f l  w hich Which d e r iv e s  images f o r  i t s e l f  as  the ch i ld * s  mind s t r e t c h e o u t to  g ra sp . The c h i l d  is  alw asy an energy w hich g r a s ps n o t a p a s s iv e  r e d o l e n t  b u t an ergy w hich proceeds a l l  on i t s  own from  w ith in  outwards^e i s  n o t a p a s s lv e  r e c ip e i t n  o f s e n s a t io n s  p rep ared  f o r  him by th e  te a c h e r  . He i s  an ACTIVE AGENT cap - a b le  o f  som nrehenslon l ik e  a -h andWe may compare h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  to  a s e a r c h lig h t  w hich can be tu rn ed  a t  w i l l  in  any d ir e c t io n  -where th e  band o f  l i g h t  f a l l s  th e  th in g s  on w hich i t  f a l l s  become v is 4  i b l e  . B ut t h i s  c h o ic e  ( on w hich the l i g h t  w i l l  f a l l  ) comes from  w ith in ^ -  g u id in g  th e  a c t  o f com prehensionI I  IT NOT A RANHiOM AND CAPRICIOUS CHOICE ? A WANDERING CAPRICE • IT  IS  A DIRECTING DEVELOPMENT One o f th o se



- 3 -m a rv e llo u s  a c t i v i t i e s  we see In  l i v i n g  th in g s  .THE ORDER WITHINI t  ls .n fe t  sim p ly  by ta k in g  th in g s  from  w ith o u t th a t  the organism  I s  formed. : I t  Is  n o t o n l t h i s  c h o ic e  w hich has a c r e a t iv e  fo r c eW ith in  Is  a wonderul en g in e  a t  work .T h ere  Is  an In n er o rd e r by w hich we a re  en ab led  to  d is t in g u is h  th in g s  .D ISTINGUISHING- DIFFEREN GROUPS Thus we see th e mind o f  th e  c h i ld  q u ite  sp o n ta n e o u sly  a rra n g e s I t s  e x p e rie n ce s  from  w ith o u t in  d i f f e r e n t  groups -  e .g .  in to  c o lo u r s  ,  sounds ».numbers e tc  i t  n o t only cho oses s e n s a t io n s  b u t p la c e s  then In  o rd e r In  h i s  mind . T h is  e n a b le s  him to  o r ie n t a t e  h im s e lf  in  t h is  c o n fu s io n  o f Im p ressio n s . T h is e x p la in s  what we do n ot s u f f i c i e n t l y  m arvel a t  -  th e  way th e c h i ld  g e ts  h i s  bea in g s in  th ew orld . (Even h i s  m ista k e s show t h i s  eg ..............................)HE DISTINGUISHES THINGS -  i t  is n o t  n e ce ssa ry  f o r  us to  d is t in g u is h  them f o r  him . He has n o t in  h i s  mdnfl a chaos b u t a DAWNING ORDER .J u s t  as h i s  t is s u e s  d ev elo p s in  an o r d e r ly  way as h e  ta k e s  in  nourishm ent from  o u ts id e  so in  h i s  p s y c h ic  b e in g  th e re  i s  form ed an o r d e r ly  zuzammenhangen -  a harm o n io u s  sytem  in  h i s  mind ?The i n t e l l e c t  d is t in g u is h e s  .  When we say th a t  th e c h i l d  h a s a d e v e lo p in g  i n t e l l i g i e n c e  we mean he i s  le a r n  in g  to  d is t in g u is h  th in g s  .The S e n s it iv e  ^ e rlo d  .  These a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  more mark ed a t  c e r t a in  epoochs than a t  o th e rs  S .P  o rd er 2-3^- y r s



J u s t  as  in  p h y s ic a l  d e v e lo p m e n t th e r e  a re  c e r t a in  epochs w hich b r in g  in to  prom inence c e r a t in  developm ents .
Then fo llo w s  a paragrap h o r  two about the S . P . f  or o rd er .  The e x te r n a l ord er i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  an in t e r n a l  o rd er -  a non v is io u s  c i r c l e  .T h is  power o f c r e a t in g  an In n e r ord er la  In Va RIABLLV' fou n d  in  n a tu r e _b u t th e  envlronem ent in  w hich th e  c h i l d  f in d s  h im s e lf  may be to o  co m p lica te d  ,THE e n v lr  nement becomes more and more co m p lic a te d  Human n a tu re  does n ot change , but th e  environm ent becomes more and more com plex .  So th a t  a t  l a s t  th e  c h i l d 's  mind cannot make t h is  o rd e r co m p le te ly  ; and th e  id e a s  o f th e  c h i l d  may become b lu r r e d  and co n fu se d  .So to  h e lp  him out of t h is  d i f f i c u  t y  i?e h ave to  come to  h i s  a id  by g iv in g  him an environem ent s i m p l i f i e d  and p u t in  order .What we g iveh im  corresponds to  th e  g iv in g  o f a l i g h t  E f f o r t  s t i l l  neededBut b ecu se i t  i s  n a tu r la  f o r  th e  c h i ld  to  a c t  in  t h i s  way -  to  b u i ld  uo a system  o f o rd e r w ith in  c o r r e s z  ponding to  th e  w o rld  w ith o u t i t  does n o t mean t h a t  h e  does i t  w ithou e f f o r t  -  an e f f o r t  w hich may be more or le s s  d i f f i c u l t  a c c o r d in g  to  the h e lp  we g iv e  him  in  p r e p a r ig  th e  envlronem entT h e re fo re  we p la c e  the s m a ll c h i ld  in  t h is  e n v t . and we know he h as t h is  form  o f  a c t i v i t y  ; b u t i t  i s  a f a t ig u in g  ork  t h is  t r  in g  to  f ig u r e  th in g s  out . I t  i s  l i k e  a p erson



on a new r o ld  as th e  dawn comes : i t  s t i l l  ta k e s tim e to  s o r t  t ilin g s  o u t ,; .The c h i l d  is  a spontaneous o b se rv e r o f h i s  environem ent and c o n t in u a lly  goes in  »arch  o f  new e x p re le n c e  ( The Young E x p lo r e r  ) Our s t a r t in g  p o in t  fius :Ho¥ a r e  we to  a s s i t  him ?T h is  u sed  to  be done by O b je c t Leaann-a ; b u t t h i  i s  ab su rd  .We a re  a t  such a d i f f e r e n t  s ta g e  o f  developm rnt th a t  i t  i s  r id ic u lo u s  f o r  us to  cho se h i s  o b je c t s  .
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