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Dr* Montsssorl was a scientist and had a scientific approach
to the problems of ©ducatloti* But ah© e«as much more than a
scientist* and «as keenly conscious of those individual and
supersensible values which obtain In the spiritual world*

In her experience* which is described below exactly as she
related it once to the Editor, «a see ho« these stiper-sclentIf 1«
values became more vividly real to her as her personality developed
under the influencea of religion.

'*01 my «ay to work at thelhospital at that tints | used to
pass a certain Convent* | was often ©nth/railed at the beauty
#Jfful music* One day | called and | made the acquaintance of the
Reverend Mother* and this was the beginning of a friendship which
lasted for many years* &t that time | was very Interested in
psychology, but not particularly Interested In religion* It

was through the instrument of this nuns that | was persuaded to
4

~nake a Retreat at their convent* | entered into it purely from

a Psychological and pedagogical point of vis« but came out of It

ma nNew person*
I,
*\t this time 1 was working at a hospital In Rome and had

ibout sixty patients under ny charge* IJwas thatRetreat which
brought to light my subconscious self * and my unconscious and
unrepented sins*

fi It happened In this way* There was a young girl of 12
years of age in the”fospltal with a tubercular abCess In her
brain which caused a semi-paralysis and other minor effects*
It was* medically speaking”™a very Interesting case. She was on©

of ny sixty patients, and | washaking a special study of her

case, which was a very rare one.



«as on the second flay of roy JHetreat that the great thing
happened* | «as under a priest, «ho has since become one\of ny
best friends and | had been doing the second meditation on life
and death. Suddenly | realized that | was dead, | had met
hundreds of people In ay life, but suddenly it was borne In
upon ne that In my dealing® with these | had been without charity
In particular with this little girl. | had treated her and
thought of her simply aah case. | had looked forward to
writing jft fine Thesis upon it, to give a lecture upon It to the
Faculty, and had studied her case with this obJ?ect In view.

How, suddenly 1| realized with horrcp”™ the awful nature of ny

relationship to her. She was dead now and]l saw her shining

and beautiful in Heaven next to our Lord, | was covered with
shame and humiliation, at that momentjtoo, | saw a vision of
the Justice of 0©d* | seemed to see all the people in world

{it seemed somehow to be taking place in the Austrian sea),

Some had presents to give In return as offerings for their sins.
These offerings were the injustices they had suffered and their
troubles and misfortunes, | too, had ny package of these, and
offered them up as some slight compensation for my sins and they
were accepted. | can remember everything about this experience
to-day as vividly as It was then* It was evening, and | was
undressing and about to go to bed In ny large cell when suddenly
I saw It all, | flung myself in ny bed and wept and wept, all
the night until morning came and the priest came to say Mass

at the Convent, In this peculiar vision | had, | saw this young
girl’s face perfectly with all Its features. | saw her bed, her
sheets, the window by the bed and all such details of this scene,
as if It were a reality.

This young girl was destined to play a profound oart In ®y



IIfs* She died and | wag to examine bar brain |3 a cost*f&orteas,
But chemicals had dissolved the tumour, and | never completed' my
4easearch*
VBut it is strange how things work out, There was a certain

prrofessor in the ~edlcal™aeulty of theUniversity, under whom
1 was working, who | had invited to study the case with me, It
was through nmy visit to hi® over this case when | first began to
stud# it, that | began to fee interested In nervous diseases and \
took up the study of defectives. This led to study of tI'adagogy
and educationalJ”™ychologyj and this to ny Retreat under the
Jesuits (the spiritual exercise} and this to ny conversion,/'

Dr* Kontessori, as she related these experiences » it was In
192?, at least twenty years after they haopenedy was profoundly
moved by her recollection and the tears cams to her eyes as she
described the®.



Maria Monteasort was a true daughter of the Catholic G®
and never doubted its divine nature nor the unique authority
went with it* Here is an example of her attitude as express«

en important member of the hierarchy through who® that author

is exercised

The ftlie of the letter from which these extracts are taken
was to interest the Cardinal and through hi® the Fops, in the for-
mation of a ¥bita Cross Movement which would be devoted to the
welfare of war-victim ehlidretry-* malting use of the beneflevant
effects of the Montessori Method as revealed in Its application to
the Messina earthquake victims, and elsewhere#

She writes«

“My ala? is not to interest ~our /E«pedr*e¥PBy in roy method of educa-
tion, nor In the disputes and criticism to which it has given rise,
bui”™ aisk you to consider all this by comparison of no importance*
my aims is to declare to you that whatever error may have been found
In it | am ready to correct It, because | believe that all the
truth Is In the Catholic Church, and that whatever Is contrary to
it is certainly an error, the repercussion of which would fall back
on the destiny of humanity#

“nevertheless | believe that not only in ny sentiments is there
nothing against the truth of the Church, but if there has appeared
in any of my writings anything which seems agdlnsfc it it3ls an
error of expression, an involuntary error which X would immediately
withdraw* Furthermore | am convinced that it la precisely ny
religious faith which had inspired nme in ny method, which 1 had
Indeed taken from the Church#

"I believe that this method of education is an Instrument

thé*

placed it In my hands for His own ends*“



About a quarter of a century later Kontessorl gave a aeries of
lectures (organized by th® Editor who was present) on the teaching
of religion at the Westminster Cathedral Hall, London, 3*W, Ij* At
one of these lectures presided over by Hla Reverence the Bishop of
pella, Kontessorl spoke to this effeet(){gor over a quarter of a
century | have worked for the Catholic education of children, but
I amwell aware that without the approval of Your Lordship and the

1%

hierarchy to which he belongs all roy efforts would be of no avail.
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