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Dr* Montsssorl was a s c i e n t i s t  and had a s c i e n t i f i c  approach 

to  the problems of ©ducatloti* But ah© •«as much more than a 

s c i e n t i s t *  and «as keenly conscious of those individual and 

supersensible values which obtain In the s p i r i t u a l  world*

In her experience* which is  described below e x a c tly  as she 

re la te d  i t  once to  the E d i to r ,  «a see ho« these stipe r - s c  len t If  1« 

values became more v iv id ly  re a l  to  her as her p erso n ality  developed

under the influencea of re l ig io n .
* 4

' On my «ay to  work a t  the h o s p i t a l  a t  th a t  tints I used to *
pass a c e r ta in  Convent* I was often © n th/railed  a t  the beauty

#Jfful music* One day I ca lled  and I made the acquaintance of the 

Reverend Mother* and th is  was the beginning of a friend sh ip  which

lasted  fo r  many years* &t th a t  time I was very In terested  in

p sy ch o lo g y , but not p a r t i c u la r ly  In terested  In re lig io n *  I t

was through the instrument of th is  nuns th at I was persuaded to  
4 #**' Jy?

^ake a R e tr e a t  a t  th e ir  convent* I entered into  i t  purely from

a P sy ch o lo g ica l and pedagogical point of v is«  but came out of I t

■a new person*
l ,

*\ t  th is  time 1 was working a t  a h o s p ita l  In Rome and had 

¡bout s ix ty  p a tie n ts  under my charge* l|was th a t  R e t r e a t  which

brought to  l ig h t  my subconscious s e lf  * and my unconscious and 

unrepented sins*

fi I t  happened In th is  way* There was a young g i r l  of 12
L jyears of age in th e ^ fo sp lta l  with a tu b ercu lar  abCess In her  

brain  which caused a sem i-p aralysis  and other minor e f f e c ts *

I t  was * medically speaking^ a very In te re s tin g  ca se . She was on© 

of my s ix ty  p a t ie n ts ,  and I washaking a s p e c ia l  study of her

c a s e ,  which was a very rare  one.



«as on the second flay of roy JHetreat th a t  the g re a t  thing  

happened* I «as under a p r i e s t ,  «ho has since become one\of my 

b e st  fr ien d s  and l  had been doing the second meditation on l i f e  

and death. Suddenly I rea lized  th at I was dead, I had met 

hundreds of people In ay l i f e ,  but suddenly i t  was borne In 

upon me th a t  In my dealing® with these I had been without c h a r i ty  

In p a r t i c u l a r  with th is  l i t t l e  g i r l .  I  had tre a te d  her and 

thought of h er simply a ah c a s e .  I had looked forward to  

w ritin g  j f t  f in e  Thesis upon i t ,  to  give a le c tu re  upon I t  to  the
e

F a c u l ty ,  and had studied h er  case with th is  o b je c t  In view.

How, suddenly I rea lized  with horrcp^ the awful nature of my 

re la tio n s h ip  to  h e r .  She was dead now and|l saw h er  shining  

and b eau tifu l  in Heaven next to  our Lord, I was covered with 

shame and h u m ilia tio n , a t  th at momentjtoo, I saw a v is ion  of 

the Ju s tic e  of 0©d* I seemed to  see a l l  the people in world 

{ i t  seemed somehow to  be taking place in the Austrian s e a ),

Some had p resents to  give In return as o fferin g s  fo r  th e ir  s in s .  

These o fferin g s  were the in ju s t ic e s  they had suffered and th e ir  

trou b les  and m isfortunes, I to o ,  had my package of th e se , and 

offered  them up as some s l ig h t  compensation f o r  my s in s and they 

were accep ted . I can remember everything about t h is  experience  

to-day as  v iv id ly  as I t  was then* I t  was evening, and I was 

undressing and about to  go to  bed In my la rg e  c e l l  when suddenly 

I saw I t  a l l ,  I  flung myself in my bed and wept and wept, a l l  

the night u n t i l  morning came and the p r i e s t  came to  say Mass 

a t  the Convent, In th is  p e cu lia r  v is ion  I had, I  saw th is  young 

g i r l ’ s face  p e rfe c t ly  with a l l  I t s  fe a tu re s .  I saw h er  bed, h er  

s h e e ts ,  the window by the bed and a l l  such d e t a i l s  of th is  scen e,  

a s  i f  I t  were a r e a l i t y .

This young g i r l  was destined to  play a profound oart  In ®y



>

I l f s *  She died and I  wag to examine bar brain 

But chemicals had dissolved the tumour, and I
r 4

ea search *

la a cos t-*f&or teas, 

never completed' my

v'But i t  is  strange how things work ou t, There was a c e r ta in

p r r o f e s s o r  in the ^ e d lc a  l ^ a e u l t y  of the U n i v e r s i t y , under whom

1 was working, who I had invited to  study the case with me, I t

was through my v i s i t  to  hi® over t h is  case when I f i r s t  began to

stud# i t ,  th a t  I began to fee in te re s te d  In nervous diseases and \
f  \took up the study of d e fe c tiv e s .  This led to  study of Tadagogy 

and educational J^ y ch o lo g y j and th is  to  my R e tre a t  under the 

J e s u i t s  (the s p i r i t u a l  e x e r c i s e } and th is  to  my conversion,/ '

Dr* Kontessori,  as she related these experiences » i t  was In 

192?, a t  lea s t  twenty years a f t e r  they haopenedy was profoundly 

moved by her reco llec t ion  and the tears cams to  her eyes as she 

described the®.



Maria Monteasort was a tru e  daughter of the C atholic  Ch® 

and never doubted i t s  divine nature nor the unique au th o rity  

went with i t*  Here is  an example of her a t t i tu d e  as express«  

en important member of the h ierarch y  through who® th at author

The ft lie of the l e t t e r  from which these e x t r a c t s  are  taken 

was to  in te r e s t  the Cardinal and through hi® the Fops, in the f o r 

mation of a ¥ b ita  Cross Movement which would be devoted to  the 

w elfare of w ar-victim  eh lid retry- *  malting use of the beneflevant 

e f f e c t s  of the Montessori Method as  revealed in I t s  a p p lic a tio n  to  

the Messina earthquake v ic t im s , and elsewhere#

She writes«

“My ala? i s  not to  in te r e s t  ^our /£«pe4r*e¥PBy in roy method of educa

t i o n ,  nor In the disputes and c r i t i c i s m  to  which i t  has given r i s e ,  

bui^ aisk you to  consider a l l  th is  by comparison of no importance* 

my a ins is to  d eclare  to  you th a t  whatever e r ro r  may have been found 

In i t  I  am ready to  c o r r e c t  I t ,  because I believe th a t  a l l  the 

tru th  Is In the C atholic  Church, and th at whatever Is con trary  to  

i t  is  c e r ta in ly  an e r r o r ,  the repercussion of which would f a l l  back 

on the destiny of humanity#

’‘n ev erth eless  I  believe th a t  not only in my sentiments is  there  

nothing a g a in s t  the tru th  of the Church, but i f  th ere  has appeared  

in any of my w ritin gs  anything which seems agdlnsfc i t  i t 3 Is an 

e r r o r  of exp ressio n , an involuntary e r r o r  which X would immediately 

withdraw* Furthermore I am convinced th a t  i t  la p re c ise ly  my 

re lig io u s  f a i th  which had inspired me in my method, which I had 

Indeed taken from the Church#

" I  b eliev e  th at th is  method of education is  an Instrument

is  exercised

M  1

thé*

placed i t  In my hands fo r  His own ends*“



About a q u arter  of a century l a t e r  Kontessorl gave a a e r ie s  of

le c tu re s  (organized by th® E d ito r  who was p resent) on the teaching

of re lig io n  a t  the Westminster Cathedral H a ll ,  London, 3*W, l j *  At

one of these le c tu re s  presided over by Hla Reverence the Bishop of
X'C

p e l la ,  Kontessorl spoke to  th is  e f ’feet(  f o r  over a q u arter  of a

century I have worked f o r  the C ath olic  education of ch ild re n , but

I am well aware th a t  without the approval of Your Lordship and the
■ *4

h ierarch y  to  which he belongs a l l  roy e f f o r t s  would be of no a v a i l .
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