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Studio House.

March 16th 192 9.

Dear Standing,

Thanks very much for your letter of March 13th.

X do not think there is any pamphlet which gives
what you want, hut perhaps Mrs. Hutchinson’s article in the first
number of "The Call"™ contains references to It. The article was
called "Montessori in England” or words to that effect, and
signed "L.H."

Probably no one knows better what happened, however,
than I do ! It was very well meaning, but not all of it very
creditable 1 Many of the people concerned are still smarting
under a sense of injustice and puzzled by things they cannot
understand = Mr. Bertram ;;wker - he of the New ldeals Conferences
-first went to Home at the bidding of Miss Lidbetter, who got
there a trifle previously and studied for a few months in the
first Case del Bambini. He brought her home in triumph, and she
gave the TfTirst lectures, which were invariably a riot. I remember
standing back in open doorways unable to hear a word, and meeting
all the elite of the educational world doing likewise 1 At the
same time a Mdlle appeared and gave lectures in broken
English, with similar results. The first International Course
in Rome was announced Just then. I and thirteen English ladies
enrolled for it. An English Montessori Society was founded,

which incidentally arranged the above mentioned meetings. This

was chiefly the work of Bertram Hawker - Miss Synge as secretary,
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with a group of rich people, among them Miss Belle Rennie.

Edmund Holmes, recently prominent for his "What Is and What Might
Be" was also fTired by the Dottoressa, gave lectures in England,
and took a leading part in this Society. The English translation
of Dr. Montessori’s book came out at about the same time - It must
have been the autumn of 1912. The Rev. Cecil Grant w”s also a
member of this first committee. He visited Rome then, or" soon
after, and published a book, which probably you know.

I ought to have said that the whole English speaking
world in the first instance began taking notice as a result of
articles by a Miss Tozier, which appeared in America in McClure’s
magazine, and almost simultaneously in England in the "World’s
Work". Special reprints of both journals had to be made. I
should think it was the biggest scoop ever for a journal of that
kind.

I got to Rome in the early part of 1913, and the
first International Course started, 1 should think, in February.
It was attended by 80 or 90 Americans, None of us were prepared
for what we were given. We all realised our ignornace of science,
and more or less fTloundered in the Dottoress’s terminology. It
took a lot of assimilating, and no one could believe that our
enthusiasm was due to anything but personal influence. During
that Course, there were already signs of a row with the English
Montessori Society. This society had got together £500 as a
gift to Dr. Montessori to further her work, and although it was
stipulated that she was quite free, It was somehow expected that
she would give careful attention to the training of a person

chosen and sent out by the committee. This was a Miss Tasker M_A.



of Cambridge, of no teaching experience, and one who - as the
Dottoressa confided to me - she did not find dreadfully intelligent!
This was arranged before Dr. Montessori had thought of giving the
big Training Course, in which Course, as the fee was 50 guineas,
she was able to earn much more than the sum sent from England.

The English committee seemed to think she should not have given
this big Course ! They did not really know what they had got

hold of in Dr. Montessori. As she put it to me, they wanted to
make her a prisoner, someone they could patronise and help, when

as a matter of fact she was a good deal more capable of helping
them 1 Anyhow she did not feel that she broke faith with Miss
Tasker, since as she said, part of Miss Tasker’s training would be
to see how she, Dr. Montessori, prepared teachers. But Miss
Tasker thought she ought to have individual attention from the
Dottoressa two or three times a week, and Mr. Hawker came out to
try and pin the Dottoressa down to this. You can imagine it !

I think she actually did give some lessons to Miss Tasker and an
English friend of hers Miss Webb. But it was quite clear from

the fTirst that Miss Tasker was useless. A tall, short-sighted
person, inordinately superior, and unequal to the blast of a single
question which might cause her to think. She returned at the

end of that summer, ostensibly trained, and with the intention of
opening a small school, which promptly failed, Miss Tasker in
tears. The program had been that she was to get experience and
then undertake the training of English teachers. In the Dottoressa
*s view, Mr. Hawker had merely condemned himself by choosing her,

and his insistence only led to difficulties between him and the
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Dottoressa, and ultimately between her and the English Montessori
Society, which got more and more unable to understand what she
was at, and to feel more or less that the tame dove which they had
so cleverly caged, and were so generously helping, had turned into
an eagle which escaped them. Anyhow they were unable to adjust
to their minds anyone so much greater than themselves as Dr.
Montessori . They were people of social superiority in England,
and the requisite humility was beyond them. Mr. Grant was the
only one who remained faithful, and with him it was more an act of
faith than of understanding. Finally the Dottoressa fell iIn with
Mr. Bang who promised to organise a Course for her in England.

I have been going too fast. These events took some
time to mature, and a second International Course had been held in
Rome i1n 1914. I returned to Rome iIn the autumn of 1913, and
Miss Tasker did not. I came In for a certain amount of dislike
by the Montessori committee, since it seemed to them that 1 was
rivalling her. I kept on with studies at the University of Rome,
trying to fill up the gaps that the Dottoressa had shown me existed
in the knowledge of all of us, and when she announced her second
course in 1914, |1 was already there and got pressed, to my permanent
nervous disablement | think, into translating for her. This
resulted in my giving up most of my studies, which I felt to be
essential. I had to make them up later in England instead of
going with her to America as | otherwise should have done, but this
is personal and apart.

As 1 was saying, Bang undertook to organise a course
in England, which was fixed for the autumn of 1914, and would have

lasted a month, at £12 per head, jJust to give some idea to leading
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educationalists of the magnitude” importance of the method.
The object of course was misunderstood by the English committee,
who thought it was too short for a training course, and too
expensive for a propaganda course, and who generally fell foul of
it. Again they did not understand the magnitude of the method
or their own ignorance of. the latter. Also i1t was to be organis-
ed by Bang, and not by them. It seemed that a committee formed
to introduce the Montessori system into England could hardly.
survive a course given independently of them ; “o they met
together, and gave themselves as Mr. Grant put it 'the happy
depatch™, voted that their work had achieved its object, and
that their existence as a committee was no longer necessary.
In the summer of 1914 they had organised a so-called Montessori
Conference, which met at Mr. Hawker®s home at Runton. As was
to be expected, they introduced into this every conceivable new
method in addition to Montessori, which rapidly assumed an in-
significant part in the proceedings. In fact no one knew
enough about it to give it a proper show, and all the people
asked talked about their own ideas, and had a dig at Montessori
whenever it seemed to conflict with these. I got there rather
late and was horrified when the chairman of one of the meetings
began to say that she was commercialising her system by patent-
ing the apparatus etc. They hauled me into a kind of indigna-
tion meeting held by the committee to condemn the forthcoming
month"s course under Bang. I was young and immature, and a bit
fﬂgﬂgAyg£§é'at being involved in these higher matters, but large-

ly as a result of my protests in public and private to the



organisers it was decided that the conference certainly ought

not to call itself a Montessori 6onference. Hence when it
re-appeared in 1915 it took the name of Conference of New ldeals
in Education, and from that time it has taken less and less inter*:
est In matters Montessori. Hawker 1 believe was very nettled
that the Dottoressa ceased from this point to take any further
notice of him. Miss Tasker faded away, and was last heard of

as a disciple of Matthias Alexander, the Conscious Control man

(he seems to be a last resort for the disappointed);. Meanwhile

a new Montessori society was formed out of the remnants of the

old by Captain A. St. John, Miss Belle Rennie, Mrs. Percy Clarke,
Dr. White and myself. This time It took a good deal of guidance
from me. Study circles were founded, partly as a protest against
the i1dea that everybody knew everything already, but i1t quickly
ran on the rocks again owing to the survival iIn Miss Rennie of

the same spirit that had wrecked the first society. Miss Rennie
was air for getting teachers trained in England at any cost.

Un tlpo bassojOne might say in ltalian, but"possessed of immense
wealth, she had no possible means of obtaining a perception of

the immensity of the method, was bolstered up by important friends
like Dr. Kimmins, who thought it ridiculous for the Dottoressa to
wish to keep the training of teachers iIn her own hands, and being
socially more important than the rest of the committee regarded

it decidedly from haute en bas. She was there to direct it

from the angle of vision of the previous committee, to which she
had .belonged, and in whose circles she still mixed. Her great

brain wave was to secure the services of a Miss Swannell who had

attended the second course In Rome, and whose name Carried a
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great weight among the London teachers as a well known trainer of
Froebel teachers. Miss Swannell was undoubtedly very enthusiatic,
and convinced up to a point, but it would hardly do to admit that
she was sufficiently trained to train teachers. When i1t was

suggested, therefore, that she should give a ten weeks training

course something had to be done. I protested on committee and
resigned. The Dottoressa wired her withdrawal from the presidency
of thé society - for which of course 1 got the blame. But nothing

could restrain Miss Rennie whose aim evidently was to wear armour
in defence of the English child against this cramping spirit of the *
Dottoressa. However the course was modified to one of a series
of lectures only, they charged a fee of about 10/6d, and flocks of
London teachers-attended. Miss Swannell spoke very well, and 1
expect the propaganda did much good, although whenever 1 have met
any of the teachers instructed by Miss Swannell 1 have invariably
found that they have.given up the method, or are using It ih some
unrecognisable form. At about this time Mrs. Hutchinson erupted
on to the society, with the support of Bang, who found in her a
sufficiently determined person to stand over against the Rennie.
Under her influence (1 was at the war) the tail (Miss Rennie)
certainly did cease to wag the dog, and things went on smoothly for
some time, the Society holding public meetings, and running small
study circles mostly conducted by Mrs. Hutchinson. Teachers who
came under Mrs. Hutchinson’s influence seem invariably to have done
good work since, although of course she was a little mechanical in
some of her interpretations. Mrs. Hutchinson®s school, at first
in Hoxton, and later Hornsey Road, was the real starting point for

the method in L.C.C. schools. Mrs. Hutchinson had attended the
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first training course with. me. She was sent out officially

by the L.C.C., chosen 1 think mainly as a headmistress who knew

Italian, and with the hope that she would come back condemnatory

of the method, and that the London schools would then be able to

go forward in the old way unmolested. Instead she came back

ravmgly enthusiastic, so much so that the Council was persuaded

that she had been captured by Dr. Montessori and her opinions

were given no weight whatever. She wrote a report, which as old

Dr. Garnett, the educational adviser to the L.C.C. said to me, was

not a report but a rhapsody, and the L.C.C. voted that i1t should

be left on the table, whatever that means., but | think It means

something pretty bad. Mrs. Hutchinson meanwhile, a great fighter,

went on undismayed. She certainly achieved success in her school.

Her staff even now cannot be induced to part with many of her

mistakes. She gave lectures, and went down well with L.C.C.

teachers, who have to fight, and who accordingly like a fighter.

She undoubtedly deserved her reputation as a great figure in the

English movement, but it might have been awkward if she had taken

a definite lead, since she could never get out of many habitual

ways of thinking derived from the usual school regime. As 1 think

you know, she died at .the beginning of the last Course but one.

This kind of thing kept the movement jogging slowly

along in England during the war years. The month"s Course in

of course, abandoned, and in 1919 Dr. Montessori have

fi&t at

1914 was
her first 4 months Course at the Mary Ward Settlement,
St. Bride s Institute, Ludgate Circus, later at the Y.M.C_A_,

Tottenham Court Road, and now at the London Day Training College.



9
In Mrs. Hutchinson®s time other Montessori societies were also
founded in Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow and Nottingham. These
I think have had a less turbulent career. I ought to add that
the London Montessori Society came another cropper in 1921 or 1923,
I forget which,-just when everything seemed to be at its best.
The quarrel was internal this time,.revolved round the position
of the permanent paid secretary™Mr. Harris, who wished to have
the right of voting on committee in spite of*-his paid position.
I would have given it to him, but Mrs. Hutchinson thought it was
an effort to obtain complete and undying power in the Montessori
movement, and opposed it. She finally resigned, and wrote a
letter raising a question already decided at an annual general
meeting. There was a heated discussion, and Mr, O7’Connell whom
the Dottoressa says Mr. Bang put in the chair so as to be able to
do what he liked with him, got flustered and walked out. 1 took
the chair on the understanding that if elected | should rule Mrs.
Hutchinson®s request out of order, since i1t had already been
decided by a general meeting. I was elected and did this, where-
upon Mr. Bang resigned. Thus we had the two most important
people in Dr. Montessori®s eyes, viz. Bang and Hutchy outside
the Montessori Society, where they naturally pulled every string
to get the Dottoressa on their side. She was practically com-
pelled to support them, and perhaps she was right - anyhow 1
cannot say to the contrary. Bang slung all the mud he knew, and
the others were accused of supporting individual work etc. One
of them, Miss Webb, may have done so. Ultimately Dr. Montessori
again withdrew from the presidency. A special general meeting

was called under the chairmanship of Miss Swannell at which Mr.
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Harris refused to produce Dr. MontessoriVs letter of resignation.
ThetEebel onalistéf;as they were called, marched off in a body
to another hall where they held their own meeting under Miss
Swannell and formed a new committee, prepared if necessary to
reconstitute or form a new society which would be loyal to Dr.
Montessori. The occasion produced humorous poems in Punch and
facetious comments iIn the evening papers. Mr. Harris and his
party found their position untenable, withdrew quietly and founded
the Montessori Fellowship, which pledges itself to support Dr.
Montessori’s work; in its entirety, but which has drawn up its own
rules and regulations, and is free from any direct allegiance to
Dr. Montessori, and especially from the rules under which, the
present Montessori Society works, and which were drawn up by her
giving in effect full power to what is called the Corresponding
Secretary,, which was then and still is, Mr. Bang. The present
Montessori Society, to which after a few years Dr. Montessori
restored her aegis, is now much reduced In numbers and prestige.
In fact, as Mario remarked to me the other day, it is little more
than a living corpse. However this between ourselves.

The whole matter of societies iIs a very unimportant
one as you no doubt perceive. These people who want to intro-
duce the method into this or that country are rather like the
flies hovering about a camel, who might be imagined to give them-
selves airs, and to say to the desert, "permit me to introduce to
you this camel™. They are horrified when i1t goes its own way

regardless of them, and even lies down occasionally 1
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I am well aware that a lot of this will be quite useless to
you from the point of view of your article. It is internal, and
although amusing, does not matter very much. The movement has
always flowed on independantly of all such things, and nearly all
the people who have done something useful have been individual
students who would have existed and worked in their schools whether

there had been a society or not.

All the same 1| have taken this opportunity to post you
up iIn the general internal history of the. movement, because one
never knows, you might have a use for it some day, and anyhow if
you are going to work with us you might as well know how we got
here, and especially who certain people are, and what position they
hold in respect to Dr. Montessori. Especially beware of Miss
Rennie, who later founded the Gipsy Hill Training College, doing
precisely the same thing on a large scale with Miss de Lissa, that
she had done previously with Miss S*wannell™and with equally disas- -~
trous results. Dr. Jessie White is also impossible, she got
thrown off the Montessori committee by Mr* Bang and Mrs. Hutchinson
because her prevailing motive (unconscious no doubt) 1is to drive
somebody crazy, and she now makes inferior Montessori apparatus of
her own, which she tries to sell at the Auto Education Institute -

her own foundation. Tacey tells me she makes nothing but losses,

but the object is not evidently to do anything «Sate but irritate.

Yours with love
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p*S. Mammolina is said to be better. *She has made more
material and determined all the furniture™. This is Mario’s
last message 1 .

Be your Catholic pamphlet, 1 am not sure that Tacey
altogether likes it, but he has not yet read it, and 1 think
it Is just a question of his own limitations. Anyhow 1 shall
do my best to persuade him because from what 1 could see of it,
it seemed quite excellent ; but 1 also have not read it yet I
Tacey is going to read it properly and then send it on to me.

I think as regards hurry i1t will not matter very much
now, since in any case it got too late to use it as propaganda
for the Course. Anyhow, hang on a few days and I will let you
know anything more that 1 hear (the above is confidential of
course).
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