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Mary Magdalena
Nov; one of  the P h a r is e e s  asked him to dine wth him ; So he went I n t o  the bouse o f  the Pkft*xnur| r h a r l s e e  and ©cllned a t  t a b l e  And behold a woman In the town wbowas a s i n n e r  ,uoon le a r n in g  t h a t  he was a t  t a b l e  in th e  P h a r is e e s  house , broug b rou gh t  an a l a b a s t e r  J a r  of o in tm en t;  and s t a n d in g  behind, him a t  h i s  f e e t  , she began to b a t h e r  h i s  f e e t  w i t h  her t e a r s ,  and wiped them w it h  the h a i r  of  her head , and k is s e d  h i s  f e e t  and an o in te d  them w ith  o in tm e n t .Now when the P h a r is e e s  , who had I n v i t e d  him , saw i t  hes a i d  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  " T h is  man , were he a p r o p h e t ,  would s u r e l yknowwho and what manner of  woman t h i s  Is  who Is  to u c h in g  him , f o r  s she Is  a s ln n e r  .And ° e s u s  answe ed him and s a i d  yo him Simon I  have some­t h in g  to  say to t h e e .  And he s a i d  "Master  speak 11A c e r t a i n  monely lender had two d e b to rs  ; the one owed
L . w uhtrf  deat f O  the °th”  m y  • as. ^ ha“  o i  ofr "  b° ‘ h • WMOh ° f  th 9 "Simon anwered and s a i d  "He I  suppose to whom he fo r g a  ve more "And he sa id  to  him "Thou has Judged r i g h t l y  "And t u r n i n g  to  the owman he sa id  to  Simon :' 'Dost thou see t h i s  woman ? I  came I n t o  your house and you gave me no water f o r  my f e e t  ! but  she has bathed my f e e t  » 1 t h  her t e a r s ,  an and has wiped them w ith  her h a i r  .  You gave me no k i s s  ; but she , from the moment she came In has not  ceased to k i s s  my f e e t * ,  l o u  did not  a n o in t  my head w ith  o i l  ;b u t  she has a n o in te d  my f e e t  4 t h  ointm ent .W herefore I  say to  you : her s i n s  , many as th e y  a r e  , s h a l l  be f o r g i v e n  her because she has loved much l u t  he to  whom l i t t l e  Is  f o r g i v e  , loves l i t t l e  " A n d  “ e said  t o  her "Thy s i n s  are f o r g i v e n  "



Ww ' "And they who were a t  t a b l e  w ith  him began to  say w i t h i n  them- selves"Who Is  t h i s  man ?who even f o g i v e s  s l s n  ?" But he sa id  to  the woman "Thy f a i t h  has saved the :go In peace "
ROPS v o l  one 61-62Magda la H a l f  way between T i b e r i a s  and cpaharnaum Gay r i c h  lu x u r io u s  . l e i s u r e d  c l a s s e s  .The only  road c l i n g s  c l o s e  to  the lake - -  and one has to pass through Magda la  .J e s u s  m s t  have o f t e n  passed through i t  .Did not  have a sod r e p u t a t i o n  .People were open minded -  not  h a rsh  l i k e  Je r u s a le m  , f a n a t i c a l  l i k e  G a l i l e eC e r t a i n  le a d in g  magnate — P h a r is e e  but not  so b ig o te d  as — Simon had heard about J e s u s  — an i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  - - .  a l l  s r o t s  of w i l d  t a l e s  — prophet ues b i t  not  15k© John goes to  banquets - - i n d e e d  not to  p a r t i c u l a r  . . .Son of a c a r p e n t e r ---- but had n a t u r l a  t a l e n s  —Must not  go too f a r  ----- f a l l  a t  h i s  f e e t  e t c .a f t e r  a l l  only  the some o f  a c a r p e n t e r  . . .His manners ? picked up -  the l i s t e n i n g  rogue has caught the t r i c l  of  i t  . . . E v e n  some people in  h ig h  p l a c e s  . . . w i f e  of  ■“ edod’ s steward .Did he know how to  behave in s o c i e t y  . . . h e  must be k ep t  in  h i s  p l a c e  — not  t r e a t e d  as i f  he were a gentelamn and an e q u a l  . . . D i s p e n s e  w i t h  u s u a l  ceremonie of  r e e p t lo n  the washing o f  f e e t  a t  the door the f o r m a l  embrace and fo r m a l  k i s s  Could n ' t  t r e a t  him l i k e  the other f u e s t s  on an equa l l t y  . . .C a l l s  the c h i e f  s e r v a n t  and g i v e s  him d i r e c t i o n s . . .



bThe i n v i t a t i o n  was a c c e p te d  . . . .T h is  could he brought in  e a r l i e r  . .■Preliminary d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  h i s  w i fe  ? to  i n v i t e  or not  i n v i t e  . .W e l l  no > harm to g i v e  i t  a t r y  .Can’ t stand in a h o t  and. sm elly  cord l i s t e n i n g  t o  him by the road s id e  . . .  l e t ’ s g et  him here to  d i n n e r .By Simon and h i s  f r i e n d s  J e s u s  was put in  h i s  p la c  j u s t  the l i t t l e  t h in g sMake him f e l l  t h a t  we a r e  g i v i n g  him an u n u sa l  honourin i n v i t i n g  him here .The o t h e r  g u e s t s  r e c e iv e d  a l l  th ese  a t t e n t i o n s  . The c h i e f  steward j u s t  showed J e s u s  d i r e c t l y  to  h i sp l a c e  a t  the t a b ’ e ---- not the h i g h e s t  . — rese rved  f o r  theo t h e r  P a h r is e e s  .J e s u s  made no comment -  seemd not to  n o t i c e  a n y t h ig

The room was open to the s t r e e t  . . .  hot summer evening connected by a verandah . . .A'woman was s t a n d in g  th e re  -  u n i v i t e d  .S t r i k i n g  appearance .She was t a l l  and commanding .S tr o n g  f a c e  — determined c h a r a c t e r -----but b e a t i f u l  . .

s a t  down a t  the p l a c e  a l l o t t e d  .The meal began . . . . t h e  g e e s t s  a 1 th ere  No ticed t h a t  J e s u s  a t e  l i k e  a C j r i s t i a n . ’S a id  n o t h in g  unu su al  . . .Seemed a v ery  o r d in a r y  m e a l ---- no sparks ofwisdorono m ir a c l e sA sudden and unexpteced tu rn  of  e v e n ts  . . .  unreheares



-----4-----but hard l i n e s  on her cace  had taken the edge of i t  s b e a ty  a f a c e  of  one who d id n o t h in g  by h a l v e s  .Her dress  was b r i l l i a n t  c o l o u r s  y e l lo w  ana red ana b l a c kJe w e lr y  on her f i n g e r s  and w r i s t s ,  and a n k le s  She c a t t l e  a in  her ha n an a l a b a s t e r  box o f  ointment vpre c l o u s .  spikenardSbe stooa th ere  t a l l  e r e c t  ana her eyes swept theb a n q u e t ! j g  Ha l l  as  i f  lo o k in g  f o r  something or someone .They r e s t e a  on the couch where J e s u s  r e c l i n e a  .There was a S t i r l i n g  among the g u e s t s  — - t h e y  recog n i s e a  a t  once what k in a  of  a woman she was . . . .  and they ln v o l u n t  a r l l y  drew th emselves in  — as thoug a f r a i d  of  co n ta m in a tio n  .T h e ir  eyes met . The eyes of  J e s  s were calm and under­s t a n d in g  . . . . t h e r e  was u n d e rsta n d in g  and sympathy and welcomeno a t r a c e  ofcontempt nor even o f  s u r p r i s e  a t  her e n t r a n c e .Even the 'servants were taken aback and seem u na ble  to  take  a c t i o n  . B e f o r e  they or anyone e l s e  moved she had moved s w i f t l y  i n t o  the h a l l  and a c r o s s  i t  to the couch where J e s u sr e l c i n e d  .Ecery eye in  the room fo l lo w e d  her a c t i o n s  . A t  her ap proach J esus remained q u i t e l y  s t r e t c h e d  out uon the couch . W itho ut  a word th e  woman f e l l  on her knees overcome by a f l o o d  o f  t e a r s . T e n d e r l y  she embraced h i s  f e e t  over which her h o t  t e a r s  f e l l  abundantly  w e t t i n g  the dust which had they had b rou gh t  in from the s t r e e t  .W ith  g e n t l e  hands she w^ped the t e a r s  w i t h  h e r  long b l a c k  h a i r  which coming unbound had f a l l e n  over them .Then pushing b a ck  her h a i r  she stooped s t i l l  f u r t h e r  and k i s s e d  them a g a in  and a g a in  . Then she took the a l a b a s t e r  box of  o in tm e n t-  which she had p la c e d  on the f l o r  b e s id e  her and w ith  f i r m  f i n g e r s  bcofeecfche broke the s e a l  . Im m e d ia te ly  t h e  room was f i l l e d  w i t h  an e x q u s i t i e  perume . Sheooured out the p r e c io u s  ontement over those beloved f e e t  , emptied i t  tothe l a s t  drop ,



SThen w ith  an a c t i o n  which was a t  the same 4me a c a r e s s  she spread the spikenard over h i s  f e e t  , now d ie  ned by her t e a r s  from the dust  o f  the s t r e e t s  . This done she 'began once more t o  k i s s  them w h i le  her t e a r s  -  more p r e s io u s  even than the ontement -  gactHxfaciix co n t in u e s  to  f a l l .
t h a t  th ere  was a n o t i c e a b l e  asto n ish e m tn  on the f a c e s  o f  th o s e  p resen t  , and u non those o f  the s e r v a n t s  -  who not  h a v in g  r e c e iv e d  any orders  contluned to stand w atch in g  th e  secen a s  though ro oted  oto the spot  .The o n ly  one of  th e g u e s t s  who seemd ne&ther s u r p l r s e d  nort x k h i x x  n e i t h e r  by the e n t r a n c e o f  the woman nor by whatOily UHITwaU U01B. TJtiS - gSus""himfeeLi' .He sateyd q u it ed l e t  her have her way c o m p l e t e l y .  U nd isturb ed he on the cushions but w i t h  h i s  f a c e  turned towards her . H i s  e x o r e s s l o n  was one of  complete  u n d e rsta n d in g  and a p p r o v a l  . F a r  from b e in g  put out by the a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  womanfrom the s t r e e t s  h i s  e x p r s s s i o n  showed not o n ly  a p p r o v a l  b u t  pifissHXSxacnii g r a t i t u d e  and j o y . H i s  eyes shome w i t h  the l i g h t  of sympathy and even love -  t h e  kind of  love she had n ev er  e x p e r ie n c e d  b e fo r e  nor had eveb imagined could  ever e x i s t  .

d re s s  andao pea ranee . f-ff- w e l l  known in  the c i t y  . The a u d a c i t yo f  coming in f  And he allowed her ---- made no comment- showeda p p r e c i a t i o n  . . . .  e t c  Th is  showed him upNo prophet  -  an Impostor — e t c .  This  was proof of  what the o th e rs  had s a i d  . . .  he must be a frau dyou would alm ost t h i n k  they had met b e f o r e  ( so perhaps they had )The only  oth er  a l t e r n a t l t v e  was t h a t  he was a s im o le to n  ln e x p e r e ic n c e d  ’ in ju d g in g  peoppe.

A l l  t h i s  had happened so q u i c k l y  and so u nexpectedly

Everyone knew what kind of  a woman she was -  by her



/

The scene vent  on a long time — J  in no hurry t o  cuti t  s h o r t .  The guests/llooked on — f i r s t  in wonder and then more
d i s a p p r o v a l  and d i s r u s t  and h o r r o r  .J e s u s  knew w e l l  what was going  on in t h e i r  minds But i t  was to b i s  h o s t  he truned . . . . h e  had a duty to  h i s  ^ost  toe x p l a i n  t h i n g s ---- a l s o  Somon had b e l i e v e d  in him enough t o  wantto  know nore a bo tith him . To l e t  him go on in h i s  unshaken ignoranve was not  f a i r  . he should be g iv e n  a chance o f  under s t a n d in g  the s i t u a t i o n  . The o t h e r s  a l l  shared t h i s  doubt and d s i r t u s t  but none of them had dared to  v o i c e  feheir oooonion b u t  they had shown c l e a r l y  enough in t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n s  what they were t h i n k g i n g  .
fh e re  was a d i f f e r e n t  tone in h i s  v o i c e  ----  t h i s  was not g o in g  tobe s n m a l l  t a l k  as  in the e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  the meal .At  t h i s  everyone s a t  s t i l l  and no c o n c v e r s a t io nMaster say i t  p----  s t i l l  c a l l e d  him Rabbi .A c e r t a i n  man had two debtors  . . .Which t h e r e f o r e  loves him m most .Simon was a magnate -  a r i c h  man and has many c r e d i t o r s  and no doubt a l s o  b i s  debts  . .B u t  t h i s  b r i n i n g  o f  love in o tb u s i n e s s  . . . .  xerhaps i t  was a s o r t  of  t r a p  -------- C a u t i o u s l yalmofe s u s p i c i o u s l y  he answers I  suopose the one to whom he f o r g a v e  most .
I t  was a m a s te r ly  r e p r t  , summing up , v l j l c a r l o n  of  h i m s e l f  ,

and more in and bewilderment . . .  then mor ?e in

Simon I  have something t o  sya to you

You have answered r i g h t l y  Dost thou see t h i s  woman ? e t c .
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  the woman , and rebuke to Simon a l l  in a few sentence
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