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TH J hl TURGY

AM

THS  TEACHING- OF  THS LITURGY

IN -3-E LIGHT OF

DWTESGORI  PRINCIPLES



THE LITURGY AND THE MdttTSaSQM KSTHOO

What exactly do we mean by the Lltrugy ?
Rather diffioulat to explain

iH derlvlatign it meant the public office voluntar-
ily performedby a wealthy cltixen of Greece .

Afl wp *h1nV of tt It iIncludes the various kinds of rilfrm,,

tonSs fg & ¢rsSoni aa nnrriea Q«t In aoiBiaslsD am swmw\
worship?

tactically all the great religions of the world have soap
------ ffi 555iant tSis and Th the «

at
A fai

personal experienceelf | may to males some pouts
clear -

w
ghe Buddhist Priest . lears ago In India | was wateti-

ANNETHTIAIfINn te * serais of prescribed actions
ahlch Included *e

certalnactions - hand»arip »body * :
\ the ringing of a little bell at Intervals
certain material elements were used - water

s to be said and to be done e

Acertain thin? _ _
rcumsctibed and precise

everything ¢

AlT form Qf Lltur v Is &S WQP.tUm

| was brought up a Quaker * s
The most unllturglcal form of worship possible*

Do you know the form of Quaker orship ?
Imagine a bare room , «1th hard «ooden benches
«an« no coloured windows , no pictures »no alter » no dec
oM™«oiaofanreo»t7no pulllt, no organ .no hymn boohs |,
no sot form of service . nor ordained miniver > - even
collection .Practically no moverrlit of any kina. *

What are the people abing?
iney are all?snnung stqll

to movethem " .

. bare

t
" waiting for the %rp])llrrllt

What Is the underlying principle ?

: : o - ' on the

It is this - that the spirit of ©0d worM-s directly —Bn Gi=
human spirit - spirit to spirit ° Without any material edia

lon of any sort .



EASTEEACH HISTORICAL QUIZZ
Scenes from History

I. King A{fred F’;\_nd the Cakes

2) Alexander t3e Great and Bucephalus .

3) Robin Hood}\aid LSittIe John on the Bridge /
4) King Canute and the Waves

5) David and G-ol C
6) Mary an n Jospeh

7) Crossing the Ruble

8) Willlam Tell and theyi.pp.Le /

9) King Saul'and David mthe G&ve

10) Ba&lam and the Donkey \ /

Il ) Sir Walter Ralegh and %e Cloak
I")Jonah Cast out of jane ship\

13) St Peter resued

14)



Creaturelv activities 1

A*-| external forms , rites , cererrernies , preserved
ac'lons - " bowing and scrapings " ( as George Fox called
them 5 were anathema to the early Quakers — and still (rare.
And the reason ?

_Because being mixed up with matter they fetter the free
working of the spirit .
FlIhe spirit blowsth where it listeth and you hear t e
sou?rcll éhereflg ., hit no one knows whence it someth not whither it
goe *

It is these tings that make religion d hide bound by tradition

Hence hey have no sacraments and no sacramentals ( holy water
and the sign of the cross etc

Quakers believe that the more ceremonies , prescribed actions,
the more material elements are to the fore the more arely does
the spritual raced .

Until - as Wordsworth says -"custom lie upon us with a weight
heavy as frost , deep almost as life itself".

SPIRIT VERSUS MATTER ? is it an antithesis ?
The Quakers say " Where in the New Testament can you find any
support for such a custom as the using of Holy Water , or
the rosary beads , or the wearing of a feole or maniple |,
for gorgeosu vestments , elaborate ritual as High. Mass ?

These things belonged to the Old Dispensation ( see Levit-
icus and Deuteronomy etc

They were wnet away by the simplicity of the Gospel! Message.
They have come in again as Paman accretions — ,just because the
original fervour of the spiritual tide has ebbed itsimraedlate
inspirtslon having been lost |,
Experiences, 'n India again ( apologies )
Tutor In a family of Jains ,-Hindus

_In one week - when these dings were in my mind - a number of
things happened i

In the Temple - a sort of holy water .



( Holy Water ) The ladles touched themselves with It de-
voutly * There werealso statues of gods which had to be
covered with silver paper and washed with milk every day toy
the nrlesta *

h Lit le ~eena and the Ice

Kdpfcd you IStitx like some of ray rice t It is very special
rice « Why ? My god has blessed It *

Would you like to see ray god M

Upstairs « totie cabinet with the golden image of
Krishna .

A veritable pantheon , Including Our lady and
Peter Pan from Kensington gardens e

Oho describes the ritualistic custom " then our god
blesses It and we give It to our friends vjj ecpo |

Hrudulu and the seven branched candle stick and the
little pits in whilch we put ghl 9 melted butter ) and
light It and put It before out god . Ecco - again e

Conclusion

_ <o you see thqt proves It t Catho”icisn Is just a collect-
ion of pagan rites super 8 Imposed unon the pure spiritual sim-
plicity of the dospels .» pagan accretions etc.

The Real ymawa™ It was only months afterwards that | re!9-
1 ed the real answer ( Newman*a " Development of Doctrine ";
) h~tumv la essential to our human nature . By the very

comound nature of man - I»e» being a compound of spirit and
matter - body and soul - he needs something material as «11 as
spiritual . Spirt and matter are not really , essentially > In
opposition to one another * they are not contrast'ngelements
that make wad on one another -

The fundamental fact behind Ghlistianlty - the Incar-
nation mejps nothing less than God became Pfeeah and-feglt
amongst us ’'In an Indissoluble welding together of Spirt and
Matter e

In us - as men - these two elements are equally essent-
ial and will belong to us for all eternity . (| believe in the
Resurrection of the Body V Our Lord Rose in his material body
and Our lady was assumed In hers - which no longer remained upon
the eadth



Jugt the other yafy-"“niynrt

One sometimes hears It said - All relglons reallv

oitiSrS82® 0I? 19'a th? 3ams truths but differ In their
fait ft f 14 «~«eeBelons of them . As a matter of

2« e " 2L*sjs-fisrr ?s: \N& i*
SMiIiSu“ 4'ttna°*c ncoif £ atlr in *e*?2& ?2-**

<) The Second “reat truth is ( as ifewmsn ooints mif } #*
nnrti arxtt which stlrrs the minds of men has - _In pro ]
portion to Its original vitality -the noww Ap «aoi

As it SO3S forth into the world of mli an”of idffl ffhat
ttie power to assljifce , or absorb into itself every thinr

\_/Vfaif_it-”V_fG 1ff'-F~ ifc 1 an™<Moc just because it ha_ls such
i3 Hé‘etﬂ‘ We[ﬁ\eljébE}bllﬁaqking trqelﬁ\eﬁts 0\§\\/r‘?B*eandf?tr eﬂe%b%ar?fhw

stronger and more egfeotlve by this po«eos .

ipjgg and.the ?ower of Aqaj-niia jpn

vatholicisin~ruf fSr ~ an yital movement vesldes
I‘n * 2?2 e '""teasorl ?sdgaafe. Movement . As the

veaila nSa ( ]
ur®Passing and will pass - it has assmil-

at the* oui«a?ld t?2? othOr elements whftfth were not in it

etoeijS aEvof\t-' NStated _thef_e elements without
*»s true nature and vitality . ur orenen*

ooneidera the app lcatlon of l'ontesaorl Principle*
to he whole sphere of religion Is a nerfedt eximile of Sit
We mean . uch vital truths are like a leaven which a woman

took and put In two measures of meal . The? «Ton until »2
{2Eir hdrd Sad 828R &ry © K2 1RByCBIYPS §f eduction

BI1Q.SIn of ;mgetlrm

he great -mistake which the Quakers - andth«
M g_g4# » *,-V\%& Britain cdall1§ ttf.|£*odf°l§$_8i,,
-ai a1y * wbo are composed of oou an ociv . an
ilg t ef were Juél%ylike angels ,pcompose doSr » Jr T * QS
if it"?ei22S"5 I me*lne that religion can only be spiritual

hbirh b fe Aok Ol trer " B 28R t&HRal $E Rl A owevERe LR Afst be no

otrie, would be Interesting to speculate - from this ooint of
5« the fora of worship of th”~various
ot even the sacred writers can dnr>ict *»>1-

angelic choirs -
“4NMN0rs-"s0S;,'88Sht™ elr

» 1
ogttnuea i || r « ~ m

?oing of the angels as living flash's of i S t *£f
mmaterial e’ement In the world around us . ' mo *“
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"Llitumy Outside "he Church

Liturgy Is something so essential to humantaex bein?s
when they act together at an¥ soleijm function that Is Is found
out side the Qhurch g or at least something which corresponds to
the Liturgy -

Take for instance the various forms ofe etiquette which
are to be found in the court of a king ; or on such an occasion as
the Trooping of the olours

It is something which s em to arise soontaneously when
people act together « it Is even found somethimes at a football
match - as when the Bishop ceremoniously " kicks off " «

Illogically Inconsequent You may find the very same
person who makes a fuss and objection to the Iighjcinﬂ of a
candle to be placed before a saint*s image who will have twenty
candles burning on a birthday cake »

Let us sum up some of the aspects of the lltyrdy mentioned
Value of the Liturgy

1) It Is something which arises as a conseqyence of ouir two-
fold nature - 1*e* being composed of soul and body »

2) It unites and holds together a grou!?I of people engaged in a
communal act of worship - even If the ? are not of the same
nation or language « This is especially true of the great
cetral act of worship - the offering of a sacrifice e

3) It Is a means for carrying on the continuity of eoshjp.
from century to century » preserving it at the same time
from the vagaries and exxentricitles of individuals*

In times of splrtual slackness - I*e* when relglous fervour
Is at a low ebb it acts in the Church as a sort of driving

wheel which carries on the momentum of the past into and
through the present < It also preserves and has ever ready
the forms by which the deepest religious experiences can
be expressed ,

4) Actions sneak louder than words as the saying is In
religious as In social life our deepest emotions can often
be better expressed ny means of actions rather than words-
e,g, a kiss or a hand-shake , or even a glance «

And so it Is in the religious service , How many such
significant actions are incorporated into the liturgy- e*g.
kissing the alter * Raising the hands, genuflections |,
raising the eyes to *eavan , standing up at the Gospel , the
sign of the dross , 'the lighting of candles , Tenebrai etc,

5) Hie Liturgy Is charged with Gymboliam



6)

7)

8)

9)

Symbols aro an unrivalled means for bringing certain truths
most swiftly and effectlvelu into our minds and hearts

For examol© Tho Crown of Thoms , the mixing of the water ads
the wind , the image o the Sacred Heart »

Another Important function which Is carried out by the lit-
urgy Is what one m'dht call the preserving a mimlraura of decene
oy and dignity In the religious functions . So that even a
rather carelss and Indifferent driest is Kept - dulng the
fulfilment of his office within™ certain bounds of dignity
and decorum e . ) .

Ihls applies also to the congregation for In a similar
way making the sign of the cross on enterinﬁ the church with
holy water » genuflecting before entering the pew , standing
up when the priest enters - all these , and similar actions,
make for the prevention of slovenliness and carelss behaviour
In the House of lod -

sneaking historically the liturgy has been the means of In-
corporating Into regular public worship the inspirations
of holy men in the past .Thus somebody must have been the
first who | In the depths ofhis emotion , stooped down and
kissed the alter on which Our Lord had so recently descended |,
or where the bones of the saints were placed » Just as an
ardent lover would sau of his mistress that he would hiss the
Very ground she trod uoon e in the same way — someone must
have been the first to kida the book of the G-ospel adter it
had been used for reading from , Just as It was probably oem
far off Presbyter or ~eacon who made the people stand up at th
reading of the ospel.these actions ware felt to he so right
and apposite that they were incorporated - bit by bfct - Into
the regular ‘terformance of the rite « A _

nd thus , century after centtury , the liturgy grew
and developed , like a great work of art under the Inspiration
of the Holy Splrdt -

The Liturgy Is something which makes Its appeal to thé learned
and the unlearned alike - to those who camuofc read , as well a
as to the scholar , and further Is an appeal which is Indep-
endent of language , and so can be understood and appreciat-
ed by foreigners as well *

Matter and the 3aoramenta_ -Vle must not of course forget that
Xka some ‘of the actions of the liturgy are more than
symbolic . The sacrametns are in fact the actual channels of
Invisible Grace , working ex omero onerante (?)

And here In the most striking form we realise how ownder
-fully Our Lord in His dealings with us adaopted his means
of helping us to our tiiofold nature - of spiritk and matter -
HO reinebereth our frame * He tenoweth that we are dust



CHILDREN aMD THE LITURGY

The fact that the liturgy apneals to the learned and the
unlearmed alike brings us to the next point in our discussion :
- Vviz that even children can take a real Interest In nd Seel a
real appreciation for the lltprgy befiaocBxMiaxatgejnafxrsacaaHxiiBKHr
inxxx And , as vie shall see later * they can dp'this to an
appreciable amount even before the age of reason sejts In ,

It was the Holy Pontiff Benedict XV who Intitlated the
great movement|In the Church towards a fuller appreciation of
“he Liturgy . * Let us educate the people to tralce a more active
anticipation In hthe ’.Ityrgy” and - as | ontessot says -
and with the people therefore , the little children were to
be admitted to the most Intimate and sublime act of religious
life - communion with Jesus Christ |,

I'onteesorl goes on i
The Liturgy , magnificent expression of the content of
the ratlh may well beeaajed 1 the pedagoflval method f
of the Catholic Church which - not satisfied with teaching
by mans of the word preached to the faithful * makes the
various cts of religion real , makes them , as It were |,
live, and allows the people to take part In them each day
And to find life-giving fooe for Mo soul the child
 has byt to open these oportals resplendent with divine itx
ko§ loght , portals resplendent Pith all the solemnity
given to them throu”i the ages , by the lives of the saints,
who found In the Liturgy ameans of fructifying the virgin
soul of their souls , open to the sweet influxes of divine
grace
] wmrmerly , when reaching was 11 Ited to telling the
child the facts of Sacred History and making Jim memor-
ize In Catechism answers the truths of ChrlotlanDocteire,
we were . 1# | may be allowed to express raysklf so , drawing
the child away from the Vhureh.

_ But if the adult needs not only to know but to M 14>»eM
his religion , the need Is all the greater for the child , vh
who Is more adapted to live It than to know It . Ij not eh
Units of the pro hem conemling the rellglouseduoatlon
of the child Identical with those of the various methods of
lea -ning and_memorizin% ? But in fact , knowledge , In our
case is nothing else bht the first indlspensdble step In
opening out for the soul the paths of life |,

Here then Is a necossayjs complment of the religious
instruction of the child s make the Liturgy accesslbel to
children . The grand ceremonies of pie Churwh |, the sacred
symobolism , the deep significance underlying everthlng |,
the exact use and end of all the objects , the systematic
distribution of the cariouso officers — all give a fund-
amental importance to the p luce where he faithful meet , an<
at the same tim© afford semslgle means , Such as lights



colours , sounds , w loh help the soul , Just as benches
and kneelers assist Is vosy to remlin long in Church without
becoming fatigued,

and so the teachoof the Liturgy soon became widespread fo
f r young people Put not. for little children

4 IfT tiift AFFIHIT'X -SXTSTS PETHEEH THE NOPTE330RI
MET OD Aim THE LITURGY IN THEIR PSYOBOrORY

That is why It Is easy to teach the liturgy to child-
ren according to Montessort #inclples- If you really
understand them *

MS Doctrine of the CENTRE AND THE PERIPHERY

We can regard the child from two aspects
a) the Centre b) the periphery *

The Ear hoberg o o
that -art which is externa and visible *- Includes
the Senses , movements , his choice »befoavlous .

The Centre
Theinnsrmo at hidden centre of his personality ,
Nis intelligence s his will :
t is the place ffom which action starts
His inner ego |I the mysterious centre where his
personality Is formed - is forged «
It is the place where what he reeleves through the
periphery is built Into his very self |,

contrast. ..in %thoda

In ordinary methods the buoher applies himself dlreceto
to the centre - to hto intolligence ra glveshim Information |,
and exhorts him to work and rememeber .

The teacher provides the Ideas directly and the child has to

absorb them directly «

%erefore the old “erbartlan Steps

preparation , presentation , development , assimilation

etc * Preparing her lessons ( and expression 5

Montessorl Is different . Cur Job Is to FEED THE PERIPIIEF |,
Tie set going a peripheral activity $ through the iﬂntesoorl
materials ) tie the child working a lon time on the
materials by hiaoifc&f «

There Is a constant Intercourse bet- eon the periphery and
the mysterious centre . Systole and dlostole of the heart »
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"it is Ilk® fehe rhythm of a wave that never ceases

11V e S?hooX 7 A A««*her teaching

account ~w ttTLtar?il« csud“ -*m on their own”
material to °fe M k2 a new

*e*«e N« -5 W s » 8.1ie?.i5ir s ,f M ail T and 1

s .s r OSnd®t?aiioo™8:j4 t<& & N r* *re
e i8 the child's w m ? ~ 4

E® * « ‘¢ 1
Periphery /Tlh
'‘SHB-gQINT OF C ttn-.vn

WO musy get up the mint of contact .between

“n external reality —and ——
he ehlid* g soul , thr centre *

rS1’hoiSo”~LSISSS oloel: “ * U a3 mrkl"* baf6re

— or religion ) Numbs,'eS747gJaBeY! Gebfttry” Id ana

Hho Sxamole from i%jaie

Jg”™~»T SuESES

f= s? : the. Point of oUUui tT * 5
luola .__rnto movelB unlaot) with the
music -t»at Is misalmg~ < and now Is understood.
What happens ? Order . HmttAH«« u
coneonration and diwelnn”i * precls*to * **rmaay

ihe wsy lopened to development and self.perfection

The same pn the Mental Plane . 6 x 3 18

Note The date Is narrow but not the U fe to which It leads |,

-replication to hn ~1tMmry

r ~ S contact

ofcuions of the cross . tn crO0OB » the



- trim
Tas SE££Satlala fiE SVery Good teaching Laterlal
3° we see that every food teaching mat©rial must

a) he related to some definite lece of external reality
-l«©« It must teach something ,

b) wust solicit In the child a definite activity both
of body { $ands and muscles ) and of mind In the pentre |,

0) It must be an activity exact , deflate , nurooseful and
leading to knowledge and the digestion of knowledge
through what is called 1 «tliuto-educatlon "

d) |t must be an activity than can be repeated andwbleh
eads to repetlton by the child's desire ,

0) It must In soon way spread out the kowledge already
known In such a way that the mind call rise above It
and see now relationships

f) Fiese activities leading to their own particular points of
contact must be ready to hand In the Prepared Environment and
be so laid out that they seem to cay*" Come and use me n ,

5¢bid_for this reason each must hjve Its oen ft Jfotlve of
activity

h) These activities must be of such a nature that they lead
the child - who uses them - Mong the road of self- deveol

oomerat and self-perfection.

jfgft Hutchison's 'Halle

wi TS sent out by yhe London county Council to Rome .
Gentlemen this Is not a report <lit Is a ¢hapsodiT

Hie outward action at the periphery and the inner
develooment at the inner mysterious eetre .

eg. the ngjsterlous repetition with the cylinders,

th3 °V»twag4 flIfin..qf..an Invisible grace
NQT TQ WITH CO1LSC IVI ‘“l-rroka ,

Es&aecially Bible "tories . O.T and II.T the best
and most interesting stories in the world.

Also definite oral instruction together on such
") 14 H H
the Eall ofPan  %f0 “oly Trinity , The Saoraments ,



Definitions freely

A Pbntessorl Sd2><b lea ?repored. “rvilronament In which the
children can live their o\m Individual - and social -lives
aecsrnding to the laws of their Inner aevlooment unimpeded
by too much adult Intei’centlon

Later on s Education Is an Aid to Life

50 years ago her first essay In rellgloys education
under the title

Bambini viventl neila Slflesa
EmnhaXsls on t2he living their religion *

A Pontesaorl School is a place where life is being lived
wholly and completely and spontaneously .

Religion Is a part of that Life *

The Sine qua Non of this spontaneously living and edevelopment
Is < or rather are -
Prepared 3nvlronment
Freedom *
Direction . and
Khowledge of and resoect for the
Sensitive Periods

Psycho”log’aal not Logical analysis of the subjects studied ,
e,g, Geometry he Old approach .
Begin with the Axioms and Postulates *
Everything to be depended on Reason |,
Q*E*D Quod erAfc demonstrandum %
How different Kontessorl ;»?;» Geometry at four yrs e
So also with the -eaohlng of Religion
he absorbent rind-»- 0 -7 vyears «

Taking the bab/Ey into the Church |,
Quote from the C* . G* tetter

First Part - jmconsclous - absorbs the whole envlroment e

Second Stage , moire and more conscious
and throgh movement .
Sensory - motor period &
11 bambino Itnpara aovendosl



3.CT?ory~:-otor Btarre ShV- SyVB

Aim , To nurture a religious sentiment , rather than an
Intellectual appreciation of the truths of religion *

e.S* the child loves his _rumm¥ and expresses it through
aclonta - a hug , or a gift of a floiter .

So - as always with Montsssori - through action e
Tha Sensitive Period ,£or FIxlno Motor actions

0.9.Exorcise of raotical Life,
Analysis of Movements . o o
Love of exactness and precision and repetition ,

So such aciotns as Sign of the Cross * genuflections
moving atout in the church ( to the altar )
Flowers before an alter
Carrying lifted candles In procession
Lighting candles before prayers
Use of Holy water etc |,

3.P# for Good manners ( also In the church )

Child loves It at this stage , "He Is more strict and

exact thgn a Master of Ceremonies " |,

ABHtuﬁhese are to be learned not in the Church- bvfc ‘n hho

Hie atrium

Very brief description of the idea ,
the ante-room to the Church ,
A room dedicated to religion on all its levels

Examples , .
L'yat Is the Altar ? ( through movement )

Ihe Liturgical table - with liturgical table -clothes
and liturgical flowers.
‘lhe special feast on a constant track-ground.

Great Field for Research

Wanted a Children Liturgy ,
eg for Easter Week ,
( some expreiments In France )

The procession at Iglls
o hildren carrying the crwon and nails etc
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Itis Supematurallzatton of the Ordinary Occupations

E*g the interest is colours _ _
coftour tablets stage - and Liturgical Colours
cf the liturgical table mentioned above ,

Hand wasting ----- the holy water e

Arranging flowers — --—-- for the altar or atatue .
Laying the table - aranging the things on the altar
The car© of the environment .

Careful movement ----- and in the chapel

CheStlsnc© Game j?; and in the church .

Walking round the line with glaas of water —
for a statue |,

In fact - as Kontessorl says -

"Meanwhile * the application of the method followed
in my Chllrenfs Houses " atibsra&xsxKBBExfeextosx produced this
excellent frutslt —the Church almost seemad to be the end of
the education which the method proposed to glv »

The " alence " observed In class 9 to accuston the
child to be recllieeted , "ere found Its application t It
became the Intarlefcr recollection observed in the House
of God » amid the gentle flickering of the candlelight in an
atmosphere dim , yet resplendent with gleamin?white and gold.
Again the fias&eing actionswere practically repetitions of
of what the child had learnt to do In the classroom t waling
silently avoiding all noise , plac&g chairs gpietly s standing
up and .itting down composedly , passing between benches and
by-standera withour knodking against then s carrying objects«®,
sxHHxtKgiftliex™jssxwsStis:' ears rnxHftxssr-'fei'-kafexjaixham
even fragile oneswith care so as to let no ham come to them
for example i carryingl lighted candles without covering hands
and clothes with wax , or vaaksts of flowers , or cases od water
S(I)t be filié with flowers and then- placed at the foot of the
alter »

Such tthings must therefore appear to thler tender minds
as the emd of effort patiently sustained , whence totmx issues
for them a pleasingsense of Joy and a new dignity . Before
such an appretieehip , these tiny members of the Church feel
that they are servants exectulng material tasks without under-

atandingwhat they do i after It , and after hat they have
learnt has been applied In Church , they begin b compréhenxd
and to distinguish between the different circumstances
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Im order Ur~Uep this. idea ona Highlit to know the lionieasori
ethdd la the hildren Houses which or©paresthe chiliton in the
dally life of theclasstoom by exercises which are t In them—
elves , qvite independent of the religions edicailon , ~ut hich

to be a preparation fet it. In fact they did i- Perfecting
Jie -child , in making mim calm , obedient , attentive'to his own
move”eiits * capable of silence and recftllec ion e

. When fchlsprepar jtion has been made the child irxttosx
t&mxsitc finds the means for its application in the Church which
are att 'actlvd maotled and deeply sisnififesnt , and he re-
ceives as a Bit , a sense of dignity and satisfation |,

Moreover the verK fact ofperforming* for differonet pur-
poses acts which thoug similar are capable of diverse app"le-
r ?2.an?si” !jflca]nce %onstitutes 4n itsel" anothe source of

Intellectual dévelop»ent e
* flin child of f our is not ,nmoratr of the difference be-
tween uhe holy water stoup inyo wMch he puts his t]|iy hands
oefor©_classing himself , and the vanlns in the faext room where
he washes his hands. How just this die apPreciation of the dlffer-
ence between like things is real f intellectual labour which the
11 , r?*crfa2ufe inltltates when he begins to ralise that he is
a child of &oa , Iboingly received In"the house of the great
heavenly father , thouj$i hitherto he has b-en considered almost
incapable of jfcsing to any idea or concept « 1

1 fI8d y®" to meet msny “persons incredulous of thervifcfex

reality of sue: Impressions , " Do you knowhy my littel nebhew
wants to go to school in tlaenfor jfaas ?" It is because you“let
him put out the candles * that is all . Would it not be better

to apply thus okeasubg exervise tfc Arithmetic ? - for example
to hold ten lighted carles and then to put tben out counting one.
two three etc* * | .
: Jhe rltlc who snome thus to me had but a r or sntrityal
underotadin g and 11 ttle knowledge of children . The rlthmetica
exercise with he candles woould have lated at most a week . the t
- tlra®neeesssary - more or less - to X2SIOCOMXK2M2>KH5ai/'0
learn to count from one to ten,Hut those children as they grew
older , and contined their instruction , cither in generak ir
reki .lous JSpowledge , would observe , In Church , the nutting out
candlesa that onsume fcemseves » burning in thenresence
of Jesus descended amongst them , abd the would underdtand that
the act was not a him mere childish pastime but a religious
aunction to be reverently fulfBlod , because done In a sacred
P ace and bearing oh the worsh ip paid to Clod 7,

Ne-lgrarplMop Jaisse

The beginnings of Writing and heading and dumber .
The same Idea of supernaturalisation

Riding names and putting to Objects ,

Sacred Vessels , vestments parts of the Church ,
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THE LITURGY

AND

THE  TEACHING OF  THE LITURGY

IN THE LIGHT OF

MONTESSORI  PRINCIPLES



THE LITURGY AND THE MQHISgaOM  MgfHQQ

¥hat exactly do'we mean by the Litrugy ?
Rather difficult to explain

BP/ derivlation it meant the public office voluntar-
iIly performed by a wealthy citizen of Greece .

As we think of it it ¢(includes the various kinds of rites

forms and eremonles carried out in connexion with communal
worship.

Practically all the great religions of the world have sgbob
some form of liturgy - in ancient times and th the preseida

A few persoaal experiencesif | may to make aome points
clear .

The Buddhist Prlesii . "ears ago in India | was watch-
one saying his devotions

_ There was a definte serais of prescribed actions
ahich included :-

certainaetions - handariji»body .
the ringing of a little bell at intervals

certain material elements were used - water
milk .

certain things to be said and to be done .
everything circumsctibed and precise . ¢/7

Worhlp without any form of Liturgy is the exception

| was brought up a Quaker . Cda**+*&

Do you know the form of Quaker iforship ?

Imagine a bare room , with hard wooden benches , bare
walls , no coloured windows , no pictures , no alter , no dec-
orations of any sobt, no pulpit , no organ , no hymn books |,
no set form of service . nor ordained minister - even no

collection .Practically no movembt of any kind .
What are the f~ople doin&?
itting still " waiting for the Spirit

What is the unfLerlying principle ?

At is this - that the spirit of God worlds directly on the
human spirit - spirit to spirit - without any material mediat-
ion of any sort .
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Creaturely activities 1
~ AMl external forms |, rites , cerememies , prescribed

actions - Mbowings and scrapings " ( as George Fox called
them ) were anathema to the early Quakers - and still arare.
And the reason ?

_Becauseh/feeing_ mixed up with matter i&ey fetter the free
working of the spirit . o

"The spirit bloweth where it listeth and you hear the

sound therefig , hit no one knows whence it someth not whither it
goeth Q"
It is these tings that make religion Q hide-bound by tradition "

Hence Stay have no sacraments and no sacramentals ( holy water
and the sign of the cross etc )

Quakers believe that the more ceremonies , prescribed actions,
the more material elements are to the fore the more 9arely does
the spritual recede. |

Until - as Wordsworth sa?/s -"custom lie upon us with a weight
heavy as frost , deep almost as life itself".

SPIRIT VERSUS MATTER ? is it an antithesis ?
The Quakers say " Where in the New Testament can you find any
support for such a custom -as the using of Holy Water , or
the rosary beads , mor the we»ring of aifeole or maniple |,
for gorgeoafi vestments , elaborate ritual as High Mass ?

These things belonged to the Old Dispensation ( see Levit-
icus and Deuteronomy etc )

They were 3nyct away by the simplicity of the G-ospeljl Message.
THey have come in again as Pagan accretions ~ ,just because the
original fervour of the spiritual tide has ebbed itsimmediate
insplrtaion having been lost |,
Experiences in India again ( apologies )
Tutor in a family of Jains .-Hindus

~In one week - when these Silngs were in my mind - a number of
things happened

In the Temple - a sort of holy water .
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( Holy Water ) The ladles touched themselves with it de-

voutly . There wer”also statues of gods which had to be
%ﬁvered vvtlth silver paper and washed with milk every day by
e priests

L Little |™eena and the Rice

W&ykd you like some of rice : it is very soecial
rice \M¥y ?yl\/y god has blessed itrw Y
Would you like to see my god ST
Upstairs . to tie cabinet with the golden image of
Krishna .
A veritable pantheon , including Our Lady and
Fefcer "an from Kensington gardens .
She describes the ritualistic custom " then our god
blesses it and we give it to our friendsecco |
Mrudula and the seven branched candle stick and the:
little plfcb in which we put ghi Qmelted butter ) and
light it and put it before out god , Ecco'- again
Conclusion

_ So you see thqt pueves it : Catholiclsn is just a collect-
ion of pa?an rites super § imposed upon the pure spiritual sim-
plicity of the Gospels .- pagan accretions etc.

The Real Answe# *t was only months afterwards that | ral9—"
ru-*-c.ised the real answer ( Newman's " Development of Doctrine ")

| ) Liturgy is essential to our human nature . By the very
complmd nature of man - i,e, being a compound of spirit and
matter - body and soul - he needs something material as 11 as
spiritual . Spirt and matter are not really , essentially , in
opposition to one another t they are not contrastlngeiements
that.make wafc on one another . 1 —emmmmmm -

_ The fundamental fact behind Chistianity - the Incar-
nation ,- means nothing less than God became Ffeesh and dwelt

amongst us "in an indissoluble welding together of Spirt and
Matter

In us - as men - these two elements are equally essent-
lal and”riJi_bjp;ongto . (I believe in the
esurrection of the body ) uur Lord ijfoose in his material body
and Our lady was assumed in hers - which no longer remained upon

the eafrth e
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Just the other way 'Round

One sometimes hears it said " All re!jgions really
teach more or less the same truths hut differ in their
outward forms and expressions of them . As a matter of

fact it would he much more ;he true to say that " All
religionshave much the same outward fofcms ( e-g, a priest

and altar and a sacrifice etc ) hut differ In the truths which
they reach. ( 6f G.K.G 's Orthodox™ '

2) The Second Great truth is ( as Newman points out ) " every
great movement which sti/rs the minds of men has - in pro
portion to its original vitality -the power of assimilation
As it goes forth into the world of men and of ideas it has,
the power to assij&te , or alamort) into itself every thing
that will be useful to it : and”suax just because it has such
vitality it wfell he able to " digest." these foreigh element
into itself , thereby making then its own : and it becomes the
stronger and more effective by this porcess

The Montessori Principles and the Power of Assinllatlon

This is true of another great an vital movement vesides
“atholicism - l.e, The Montessori <"\Mimfir. Movement . As the
years_#_)z_iss_- «edr are passing and will pass - it has assmil-
ated ifijib itself many other elements wn&fth were not ih it
at the ouvset . It has assimilated these elements without
losing any of its true nature and vitality . Our present
Course whoCh considers the application of Montessori Principle
to he whole sphere of religion is a perfedt example of what
We mean . Such vital truths are like a leaven which a woman
took and put in two measures of meal . They go on until the
whole lump is leavened ( ANd in the sphere of education
to-day there are some very " yf lumpy" parts )

The Sin of Angellsm

ihe great mistake which ghe Quakers - andthe Puritans
?enerally - made is what Maritain calls the sin of angelism -
.e. treating meW\, who are composed of sou”™l and body , as
if they were just like angels , compose d6nly of spirit .

Such persons imagine that religion can only be spiritual
iIf it is divorced £'om anything material : there must be no
admixture of matter or exptemal form however small

It would be interesting to speculate - from this point of
view - what must be the form of worship of the various
angelic choirs . Not even the sacred writers can depict their
worship without using material metaphors - as the prophet
saj? The four and twelly elders casting down their crowns
continually befiore the Lamb .He describes the coming and

solns of the angels as living flashes of light 2 the most
immaterial element in thT”~oria around ns
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"Liturgy Outside the Church

Liturgy is something so essential to humanlaBK* bein?s
when they act together at any soleipi function that is is found
out side the Qhurch ; or atleast something which corresponds to
the Liturgy . ) i . .

Take for instance the various forms ofe etiquette which
are to be found in the court of a king ; or_on such an occasion as
the Trooping of the Colours * im« * -*» a6« .

It Is something which s™emSto arise spontaneously when
people act together . It is even found somethimes at a football
match - as when the Bishop ceremoniously " kicks off "

(Illogicallv inconsequent ) You may find the very same
person who makes a fuss and objection to the Iigh_tin% of a
candle to be placed before a saint? s image who will have twenty
candles burning on a birthday cake

Let us sum up some of the aspects of the lityrrdy mentioned
Value of the Liturgy

I) It is something which arises as a consequence of ouiJ two-
fold nature - 1.e. being composed of soul and body .

2} It unites and holds together a grouE of people engaged in a
communal act of worship - even If they are not of the same
nation or language . This is especially true of the great

? cetral act of worship - the offering of a sacrifice-» I'tcuss

3) It is a maans for carrying on the continuity of teotehlp_

from century to century , preserving it at the same time
from the vagaries and exCentricities of individuals.
In times of spitttual slackness - i.e, when relgious fervour

is at a low ebb”it acts in the Church as a sort of driving
wheel which carries on the momentum of the past into and
through the present . It also preserves and has ever ready
the forms by which the deepest religious experiences can
be expressed

4) Actions sneak louder than words as the saying is In
religious as in social life,our deepest emotions can often
be better Expressed ny means of actions rather than words-
e,g. a kiss or a hand-shake , or even a glance .

And so it is in the religious service . How many such
significant actions are incorporated into the liturgy- e.g.
kissing the alter , Raising the hands, genuflections |,
raising the eyes to eaven , standing up at the Gospel , the
sign of the dross , 'the lighting of candles , Tenebrae etc.

5) The Liturgy is charged with Symbolism
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Symbols are an unrivalled means for fringing certain truths
most swiftly and effectivelu into our minds and hearts .

For example The Crown of Thoms , the mixing of the water ads
the wind , the image o the Sacred Heart |,

Another important function which is carried out by the lit-
urgy is what one might call the preserving a mimimum of decene
cy and dignity in the religious functions . So that even a
rather carelss and indifferent Priest is kept - dutfng the
fulfilment of his office within™ certain bounds of dignity
and decorum .

This applies also to the congregation;for in a similar
way making the sign of the cross on entering the church with
holy water , genuflecting before entering the pew , standing
up when the priest enters - all these , and similar actions,
make for the prevention of slovenliness and carelss behaviour
in the House of God Jt- % :

Speaking historically the liturgy has been the means of in-
corporating into regular public worship  the inspirations
of holy men in the past .Thus somebody must have been the
first who , in the depths ofhis emotion , stooped down and
kissed the altar on which Our Lord had so recently descended |,
or where the bones of the saints were placed just as an
ardent lover would saij of his mistress that he would kiss the
t>ery ground she trod upon } In the same way - someone must
have been the first to kidd the book of the Gospel a&ter it
had been used for reading ffom , just as it was probably sod©
far off Presbyter or ~eacon who made the people stand up at th
reading of the Gospel.These actions were felt to be so right
and apposite that they were incorporated - bit by b&t - into

the regular performance of the rite . A _
And thus , century after centtury , the liturgy grew
and developed , like a great work of art under the Imsoiration

of the Holy Spirtht .

The Liturgy is something which makes its appeal to the learned
and the unlearned alike - to those who cammot read , as well a
as to the scholar , and further is an appeal which is indep-
endent of language , and so can be understood and appreciat-
ed by foreigners as well

Matter and the Sacraments We must not of course forget that
££? some of the actions of the liturgy are more than
symbolic .The sacrametns are in fact the actual channels of
invisible ~race , working ex opere ooerantre (?)

And here in the most striking form we realise how >ircmder-
-fully Our Lord in His dealings with usfadaopted his means
of helping us to our twofold nature - of spiritk and matter -
He remebereth our frame : He knoweth that we are dust
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_ CHILDREN AMD THE LITURGY

®le fact that the lityrgy appeals to the learned and the
unlearned alike brings us to the next point in our discussion s
- viz that even children can take a real interest in nd Seel a
real appreciation for the lityrgy ~rffrriH’m w it nr ntnj jihim Li...
frKxaas. And > as we shall see later , they can do this to an
appreciable amount even before the age of reason snjte in

It was the Holy Pontiff Benedict XV who intitiated the
great movement®in the Church towards a fuller aEpreciation of
the Liturgy .  Let us educate the people to hake a more active
sarticipation in hthe Lityrgy" and - as Montessoi? says -
and with the people therefore , the little children were to
be admitted to the most intimate and sublime act of religious
life - communion with Jesus Christ p

Montessori goes on . —'m
The Liturgy , magnificent expression of the content of
the *atih ,may well beca$|ed w the pedagofitfal method;#
of the Catholic Church which - not satisfied with teaching
byxvteans of the word preached to the faithful , makes the
various ovcts of religion real , makes them , as it were |,
live, and allows the people to take part in them each day
And to find life-giving foofilfor his soul the child
has bsft to open these pportals resplendent with divine JKEU
~1light , portals resEIendent With all the solemnity
given to them through the ages , by the lives of the saints,
who found in the Liturgy ameans of fructifying the virgin
soul of their souls , open to the si?eet influnce of divine
grace
_ Formerly , when "teaching was United to telling the
child the facts of Sacred History and making jim memor-
ize in Catechism answers,the truths of ChristianDocteine,
we were . ig | may be allowed to express mysBIf so , drawing
the child away from the Church.

But if the adult needs not only to know but to " Ifcve”
his religion , the need is all the greater for the child , vh
who is more adapted to live it than to know it . Ai?%e not &r

It limits of the problem coneming the religious/education
of the child identical with those of the carious methods of
learning and memorizing ? But in fact , knowledge , in our
Ease is nothing else b*Jt the first indispensable step in
opening out for the soul the paths of life

Here then is a necessays component of the religious
instruction of the child : make the Liturgy accessible to
children . The grand ceremonies og phe Church , tire sacred
sym”bolism , the deep significance underlying everthing |,
the exact use and end of all the objects , the systematic
distribution of the Various™» officers — all give a fund-
amental importance to the p lace where he faithful meet , an$
at the same time afford se»\sifj e means , fiuch as lights
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colours % sounds , which, help the soul , just as benches

and kneelers assist he ipfl*to remé&in long in Church without

becoming fatigued, 1 . . -
Aridgso thge teqchoafothe Liturgy soon became widespread fo

for young people but not foi? little children e

A NATURAL AFFINITY EXISTS__BETWEEN THE MONTESSORT _
METHOD AND THE LITURQY IN THEIR PSYCHOLOGY

That is why it is easy to teach the liturgy to child-
ren according to Montessorl Principles- if you really
understand them .

THE Doctrine of the CENTRE AND THE PERIPHERY

We can regard the child from two aspects™—
a) the Centre b) the periphery .

The Periphery . ) . .
' that -fart which is external and visible .- includes
the Senses , movements , his choice »behavioufr .

The Centre ] ] ]
The innermoost hidden centre of his personality
His intelligence : his will :
xt 1s the place ffom which action starts
His inner ego : the mysterious centre where his
oersonallty is formed - is forged .
It is the place where what he receives through the
periphery is built into his very self .

Contrast in Methods

In ordinary methods the (feacher applies himself dlreocto
tn tha centre - to his intelligence $ givesyiim Information
and exhorts him to work and remem”ber . ]

Hhe teacher provides the ideas directly and the child has to

absorb them directl¥_| :

therefore tE'e old Herbartlan Stepp”

preparation , presentation , development , assimilation
etc . Preparing her lessons ( and expression )

Montessorl is different . Our job is to FEED THE PERIPHERY1
We set going a peripheral activity $ through the Montessorl
materials ) the child working a long time on the
materials by himseéeef .

the 'H/Ste'fiofls CRORRRY . TRIRNEAH aRa PENREB1 N B FPRIP RN d



-9
"It is like the rhythm of a wave that never ceases

What do you see iha Montessori School ? A “eacher teaching
all the children f No: all the children bjasy on their own
account - with materials . Or a teacher P}resenting a new
material to the periphery . This some she goes away and 1
leatoes the child spaworkingalone with the material

Centre
We need n’t worry about what is going on at the ffcptefeory
so long as we see that condensation go™ng on at the
Periphery ."That is the child’s secret

THE POINT OF CONTEXT e
We musy set up the point of contaxt .between

1 An external reality -—and —
-vie child’s soul » thr centre

This D®iint of contact must be set up and working before
real development takes place .

It is a nsvchic bridge between the soul of the child and
some exteranl reality ( Number , language , geometry,
-— or religion )

The Example from Music

Children marching to music -ra-no response - just un
related , disordered muai™l ( even with a jazz band < )
Something is missing - the Point of Contact .
But now - the idea - to move in unison with the tihv-thm _of
music -that is missimg - and now is understood.

What happens ? Order , limitation , precision , harmony
concentration----and development

The wayl>Opened to development and self-perfection
The same on the Mental Plane .J 6 x 3 ” 18

Note The Gate is narrow but not the life to which it leads

the Lltpggy

The liturgy is an external reality and that reality
makes contact with our souls through a point of contact
- e.;. lighting a candle . the sign of the cross , the
staions of the cross
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The Essentials of every Good teaching Material
So we see that every good teaching material must —

a) '"be related to some definite niece of external reality
-i.e. it must teach something .

b) It must solicit in the child a definite activity both
of body ( $ands and muscles ) and of mind in the centre .

c) It must be an activity exact , definvbe , purposeful and
leading to knowledge and the digestion of knowledge
through what is called " afcuto-education ”

d) It must be an activity than can be repeated, andwhich
leads to repetiton by the child’s desire .

. _ W'

e) It must in so”rarway spread out the kowledge already
known in such a way that the mind ca$ rise above it'
and see new relationships

f) These activities leading to their own particular points of
contact must be ready to hand in the Prepared Environment and

be so laid out that they seem to say " Gome and use me

) And for this reason eash must have its &%& M Motive of
Activity

h) These activities must be of such a nature that they lead
the child - who uses them - &hong the road of self- deveol

opmenA and self-perfection.

Mrs Hufrchlson’s Simile

Mrs H. sent out by $he London county Council to Rome .
"Gentlemen this is not a report £:it is a jphapsod™!

The outward action at the periphery and the inner
develooment at the inner mysterious cetre

eg. the mysterious repetition with the cylinders, — v £%*<
S »
It is the Outward sign of an invisible grace

\\fodC NOT TO DO AWAY WITH COLLEC PIVB LESSONS .

Especially Bible Stories . 0.T and N.T the best
and most interesting stories in the world.

Also definite oral instruction together on such
Uhé tih oPSMGPd etc. Holy Trinity , The Sacraments
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A Montess°ri Sch™ai isa Prepared “'nfflfronement in which the
children can_l.Ive their own individual - and social -lives
according jbo the laws of their inner devlopment unimpeded
by too mucI!1 adult intereention

Later on : Education is an Aid tb Life

50 vears ago her first essay in religions education
und%r the %ltle y g

Bambini viventl nella.@Mesa
Empha/sis on the living their religion

Aijontessori School isa place where life is being lived
wholly and completely and spontaneously .

Religion is a part of that Life

ie Sine qua Hon of this spontaneously liglng and -development
s - or rgther are - P y Haing P
Prepared Environment
Freedom .
Direction......... and ...
Knowledge of and respect for the
" Sensitive Periods w.

Psycho-logival not Logical analysis of the subjects studied .

e.g. Geometry The Old approach
Begin with the Axioms and Postulates
Everything to be depended on Reason .
Q.E.D Quod er4& demonstrandum .

How different Montessorl » Geometry at four yrs
So also with the Teaching of Religion
The Absorbent Mind— O -7 vyears .

Taking the bab”y into the Church
Quote from the C.E.G. fetter .

First Part - unconscious - absorbs the whole enviroment .
3 —_—
Second Stage . mofte and more conscious
and throgh movement .
] ~ Sensory - motor period .
Il bambino impara,movendosi
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Sensory-Motor Stage 28— 5yrs

Aim . To nurture a religious sentiment, , rather than an
Intellectual appreciation of the truths of religion

e.g. the child loves his rrum},/ and expresses it through
ac?onts - ahug , or a gift of a flower . . t J

So - as always wijsh Montessori - through action
The Sensitive Period for Fixing. Motor actions

e.g.Exercise of Practical Life.
Analysis of Movements . o
Love of exactness and precision and repetition

So such aclotns as Sign of the Cross , genuflections |,
moving about in the church ( to the altar )
Flowers before an altar |,

Carrying lighted candles in procession
Lighting candles before prayers
Use of Holy water etc

S.P. for Good manners ( also in the church )

Child loves it at this stage . "Hb |Is more strict and
exact thgn a Master of Ceremonies 1 .

But these ae to be learned not in the Church- bvt in th«
Atrium

The atrium

Very brief description of the idea .
the ante-room to the Church .
A room dedicated to religion on all its levels

Examples v
Wflat is the Altar ? ( through movement )

The Liturgical table - with liturgical table -clothes,
and liturgical flowers.
The special feast on a constant back-ground.

Great Field for Research

Wanted a Children”~Liturgy
eg for Easter Week .
( some experiments in France )

The procession at Iglis _
c'children carrying the crtfm and nails etc.



The Supernaturalization of the Ordinary Occupations

E*g the interest t cnlm;rs _ _
coiliour tabiBirS stage - and Liturgical Colours
cf the liturgical table mentioned above .

Hand washing-----—-- the holy water .

Arranging flowers — ----- fa?r the altar or atatue
Laying the table - aranging the things on the altar
The care of the environment .

Careful movement------ and. in the chapel

TheSLIbnce Game ;;; and in the church

Walking round the line with glaas of water ----
" for a statue

In fact - as Montessori says -

"Meanwhile , the application of the method followed
in my Chilren's Houses " aisiEisxxHSEmBIixiBtxhsx produced this
excellent fru”iit - the Church almost seemdd to be the end of
the education which the method proposed to give .

The "Silence " observed in class , to accuston the_
child to be recollected , here found its appplicatlon : it;
became the interlo&r recollection observed in the House
of God , amid the gentle flickering of the candlelight in an
atmosphere dim ﬁet resplendent with gleamlngiwhlte and gold.

Again the fthchchvtag actionrswere practically repetitions of
of what the child had learnt to do in the classroom : WaI/isig_
silently avoiding all noise , ittlacftg chairs qjjietly , standing
up and fitting down composedly j passing between benches and
by-standers withour knodklng against then , carrying objects»*,

even fragile onesjiwith care so as to let no harm come to them ,
for example : carryingl lighted candles without covering hands
and clothes with wax , or paskets of flowers , or b”ses o” water
$c|)t be filld with flowers and then placed at the foot of the
altar .

Sueh tthings must therefore appear to th&4r tender minds
as the &L of effort patiently sustained , whence issues
for them a pleasingesense of joy and a new dignity . Before
such an appreticehip , the”e tiny members of the Church feel
that they are servants execttlng material tasks without under-

standingwhat they.do : after it , and after what they have
learnt has been applied in Church , they begin t comprehenxd
and to distinguish between the different circumstances
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In order to gtyasp this idea one oughht to know the Montessori
"ethod in the Children Houses which preparesthe childten in the
daily life of theclasstoom by exercises which are , in them-
selves , qyite independent of the religious edicaiion-, but which
seem to be a preparation fot it. In fact they aid in perfecting
the child , in making ram calm , obedient , attentive to his own
movements , capable of silence and recfolleczion :

When thlspreparation has been made the child teasteaat
SnuTBI. finds the means for its a[I:)pIication in the Church which
are attractivd W/tflMied and deeply signififeant |, and he re-
ceives as a Bit , a sense of di%nit and satisfation .

Moreover thesvery fact ofperformingk for diff*h8n”~t pur-
poses acts which thoug similar are capable of diverse applie—
ation andsignlficance constitutes in itself anothe source of
intellectual development .

The child of four is no” ingnoralwHof the difference be-
tween the holy water stoup Inyo which he puts his tiny hands
before easing himself , and the &asins in the hext room where
he washes his hands. Now just this Elk appreciation of the differ-
ence between like things is real , intellectual labour which the
little creature initiates when he begins to rallze that he is
a child of Sod |, IbL/ineg received in the house of the great
Heavenly father , though hitherto he has been considered almost
incapable'of *sing to any idea or concept . 1

~ | had yet to meet msn; us of ther”"”"Sy
reality of suefe impressions litt & nephew
wants to go to school in tla* W . because you let

him put out the candles : that is all . Would it not be better
to apply thus fifceasi|to» exenztase t(b Arithmetic ? - for example
to hold ten lighted can9.es and then to put then out counting one,
two three etc. " .

The citic who spo&e thus to me had but a poor spiritual
understadinfg and lipttle knowledge of children . The/Xrithmetica
exercise with he candles woould have laJ/ed at most a week , the t
time necesssary - more or less - to
learn to vount from one to ten.But those children as they grew
older , and continw” their instruction’, either in general; fcr
religious jtoowledge , would observe , in Church , the putting out
or She canfllesa that consumelhemseves , burning in thepresence
of Jesus descended amongst them , atd the would understand that
the act was not a hebe mere childish pastime but a religious
function to be reverently fulfilled , because done in a sacred
place and bearing oh the worship paid to God

Later Sensitive Periods
The "Transition ;Stage "
The beginnings of Writing and Reading and Number .
Thesame idea of supematuralisation

Reading names and putting to Objecté :
Sacred Vessels , vestments parts of the Church
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Biblical Geography .
Biblical animals

Religious symbols
the dove , the cross the fish , the lion |,

e.g.
The Statlgons of the Cross ,
The Creed -epearated and written gyt on separate bits of card.

The Age of Reason .
Tlhe Wh%le q(;,lestion tolf thecatechism .
_Always based on. a stu<3y or the psychological charactersits
which have come to the f0X¥' the new sensitive periods

e.g. the interest in the right and wrojfetg of acions
the hero - worshipping tendency .

the love of a fight
the gang spirit

The desire to hav equl things bound together in a  |ggame
rational** ) the inner connexions' of Freobel . g

A Short summary of points
The child absorbs spontaneously
According to his senstive periods .

The necessity of a prepared Envimment .

He learns through activity the Point of Contact &

k® given liber of choise and freedon to complete
the C%/cle of Worw. P

Thea%%%ec)ialisation of religious subjects ( supematbralis

The Ainium - learning - not in the church and during the
a?t of woship - but in a ropom of preparation outside .
| cf framing to go to a ball )

Religion is not a " subject " at a certain time but a
art of a |li fe which unfolds itsleff spontaneously from

dgy to day and month to month
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