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Î H J  h I  T U R G Y
A M

THS TEACHING- OF THS LITURGY
IN -3HE LIGHT OF

DWTESGORI PRINCIPLES



THE LITURGY AND THE MdttTSaSQM KSTH00
What e x a c tly  do we mean by the L ltru g y  ?Rather d i f f io u la t  to  exp lain  .¡H  d e r lv la tlq n  i t  meant the p u b lic  o f f i c e  vo lu n tari l y  perform edby a wealthy c lt lx e n  o f Greece .Afl wp *h l nV o f t t  I t  ¿In clu d es the v ario u s kinds of r l f r m ,, tonSs f g & ¿rsSoni aa n n rriea Q«t In aoiBiaslsD a m  swmw \worship^t a c t i c a l l y  a l l  the gre a t r e lig io n s  o f th e world have soap ------ffi 555iant t S i s  and Ih  the «  a tA f a i  personal exp erien ceelf I  may to males some p o u t s  c le a r  • wghe Buddhist P r ie s t  . i ears ago In In d ia  I  was wateti-^ ^ ^ f T H T l d l f l n t e *  s e ra is  of p rescribed a ctio n s  ahlch Included *•-c e rta In a c tio n s  -  hand»arip »body * .\ the r in g in g  o f a l i t t l e  b e l l  a t  In te r v a lsc e r ta in  m aterial elements were used -  water^ certa in  th in gs to  be s a id  and to be done • everything clrcum sctibed and p re c ise  .nTIT form Qf L ltu r  v Is  & S  W Q P.tU mI  was brought up a Quaker * ____, ,  ,The most u n lltu r g lc a l  form of worship possib le*Do you know the form o f Quaker or ship ?Imagine a bare room , «1th hard «ooden benches . bare « a n «  no coloured windows , no p ictu re s  » n o  a l t e r  » no dec o ™ « o i a o f a n r e o » t 7 n o  p u l l l t ,  no organ .n o  hymn boohs , no sot form o f se rv ice  . nor ordained m in iv e r  > -  even c o lle c t io n  .P r a c t ic a l ly  no moverrJit o f any kina. *What are the people abing? „ s n l r l t¡hey are a l l ( s i t t in g  s t i l l  w aitin g fo r  the S p ir i tto movethem " .What Is  the underlying p r in c ip le  ?I t  i s  t h is  -  that the s p ir i t  of human s p i r i t  -  s p i r i t  to  s p ir i t  Ion o f any so rt . God worM-s d i r e c t l y  • w ithout any m aterial on the m ediat-



EASTEEACH HISTORICAL QUIZZ
Scenes from H isto ry

13) St Peter resued14)

C

I .  King A lfr e d  and th e  Cakes \  r-2) Alexander t3q(e Great and Bucephalus .3) Robin HoodK aid L i t t l e  John on the Bridge ./\  s /4 ) King Canute and the Waves5) David and G-ol6) Mary an n Jospeh7 ) Crossing the Ruble8) W illlam  T e ll  and theyi.pp.Le /9) King Sau l'an d  David m th e  G&ve10) Ba&lam and the Donkey \ /I I  ) S ir  W alter Ralegh and %e Cloak I")Jo n a h  Cast out of jane s h ip \



Cre a tu re lv  a c t i v i t i e s  1A*-l e x tern al forms , r i t e s  ,  cererrernies , p r e s e r v e d  ac' lons -  " bowing and scrapings " ( as George Fox c a lle d  them 5 were anathema to the e a rly  Quakers ~ and s t i l l  (rare.And the reason ?Because being mixed up with m atter they f e t t e r  the fr e e  working of the s p i r i t  .Flh e  s p i r i t  blowsth where i t  l i s t e t h  and you hear t  e sound therefig , h i t  no one knows whence i t  someth not w hither i t  goeth Q *I t  i s  these t in g s  th a t make r e lig io n  d h id e  bound by tr a d it io n  "Hence hey have no sacraments and no sacra mentals ( h o ly  waterand the sign  o f the cross etc )Quakers b e lie v e  th a t the more ceremonies , prescrib ed  a c t io n s , the more m aterial elements are to the fo re  the more a re ly  does the s p r itu a l raced .U n til  -  as Wordsworth says -"custom  l i e  upon us with a weight heavy as fr o s t  , deep alm ost as l i f e  i t s e l f " .SPIRIT VERSUS MATTER ? i s  i t  an a n t ith e s is  ?The Quakers say " Where in  the New Testament can you f in d  any support fo r  such a custom as the using of Holy Water , or the rosary beads , or the wearing o f a feole or maniple , fo r  gorgeosu vestments ,  e lab orate r i t u a l  as High. Mass ?These th in gs belonged to  the Old D ispensation ( see L e v itic u s  and Deuteronomy etc )They were wnet away by the s im p lic ity  o f the G o sp el! Message.They have come in  again  as Pa man a ccre tio n s  ~~ , ju s t  because the o r ig in a l fervour o f the s p ir it u a l  t id e  has ebbed itslm raedlate in s p irts Io n  having been lo s t  ,Experiences, 'n  In d ia again  ( ap o lo gies )Tutor In a fa m ily  o f Ja in s  , -Hindus •In  one week -  when these din gs were in  my mind -  a number of th in gs happened iIn the Temple -  a so rt o f h o ly  water .



( Holy Water ) The la d le s  touched themselves with I t  dev o u tly  * There werealso sta tu e s o f gods which had to  be covered w ith s i lv e r  paper and washed with m ilk every day toy the n r le s ta  *h L i t  le  ^.eena and the Ic eKdpfcd you IStitx l ik e  some o f ray r ic e  t I t  i s  very sp e c ia l r ic e  « Why ? My god has b lessed I t  *Would you l ik e  to  see ray god MU p sta irs  • to t ie  cab in et w ith the golden image of Krishna .A v e r ita b le  pantheon ,  In clu d in g  Our lady andP eter Pan from Kensington gardens •Oho d escrib es the r i t u a l i s t i c  custom " then our god b le ss e s  I t  and we g iv e  I t  to our fr ie n d s  v jj  ecpo IHrudulu and the seven branched candle  s t ic k  and the l i t t l e  p its  in  whlch we put ghl 9 melted b u tte r  ) and l ig h t  I t  and put I t  b efo re out god .  Ecco -  again  •Conclusion«3o you see thqt proves I t  t C ath o^ icisn  Is  ju s t  a c o l le c t ion o f  pagan r i t e s  super § Imposed unon the pure s p ir it u a l  simp l i c i t y  o f th e dospels .»  pagan a ccre tio n s  e tc .The Real ,mawa^ I t  was only months afterw ards th a t I  r e !9 -  1 ed the r e a l answer ( Newman*a " Development o f D octrine " ;I )  h^tumv la  e s s e n tia l to  our human nature . By the very comound nature o f man -  l»e» bein g a compound o f s p i r i t  and m atter -  body and soul -  he needs something m aterial as «11 as s p ir it u a l  .  S p ir t  and m atter are not r e a lly  , e s s e n tia lly  > In opposition  to one another * they are not c o n tr a s t ’ ngelements th a t make wad on one another •The fundamental f a c t  behind G h ls t ia n lty  -  the In ca rn atio n  mejps nothing le s s  than God became Pfeeah a n d -fe g lt  amongst us ’ In an In d isso lu b le  welding togeth er o f S p ir t  and M atter •In us -  as men -  these two elements are equally  essen ti a l  and w i l l  belong to us fo r  a l l  e te rn ity  . ( I  b e lie v e  in  the R esu rrection  o f the Body V Our Lord Rose in  h is  m aterial body and Our lady was assumed In hers -  which no longer remained upon the eadth •



Ju gt the other ya£y-^niynrt

One sometimes hears I t  said *  A ll  relglons reallv
o itiS r S 8?®- 0I? l9 ! a th? 3ams truths but d iffe r  In th eir  
f a i t  f t  f 14 «^«•eBelons o f them .  As a matter of

2« e " 2 L * s  j s - f i s r r  ? s :  . \ & i *s ^ i i S u “ 4 ' t t n a ° * c  n co i £ ± aJ tT r in  * • * ? & ? - * *<-) The Second ^reat tru th  i s  ( as ifewmsn o o in ts  mif } ?*
nnrti moyerr;Qttt which s tlr r s  the minds of men has -  In pro J  
portion to I t s  origin al v it a l i t y  -th e noww Ap « aoi
As i t  S0 3S forth into the world of mli a n ^ o f i d f f l  f f h a t
ttie power to assljifce , or absorb into i t s e l f  every thinrvV fa ifit- '' V f  G i f f ' -F~ ifc 11 an^<Moc ju s t  because i t  has suchin to  i t L t i  Wfef ^ K a b la J °  d l^e st ^ e B e  f o r e i S % S n t E into I t s e l f  ,  thereby making then i t s  own * and i t  ''>ecbman th*
stronger and more egfeotlve by th is  po«eos .

ipjgg an.d_.the ?ower of Aqaj-niia jpn

watholicisin^rUf  f Sr ^  an v it a l  movement vesldesv eaia  n Saf * ? e '^ t e a s o r l  Isd & afe . Movement . As theur® Passing and w i l l  pass -  i t  has a ssm il- a t  the* o u i«a?ld  t?1?  oth0r elements whftfth were not in  i t  •toeijS a£ v o f \ t - '  ’̂S t a t e d  these elements without*» s true nature and v i t a l i t y  . Our orenen* ooneidera the app lc a t lo n  of I’ontesaorl P rin cip le *  to he whole sphere o f r e l ig io n  I s  a n erfed t e x im ile  o f S i t  we mean .  uch v i t a l  tru th s  are  l ik e  a leaven which a woman took and put In two measures o f meal .  The? « T o n  u n t i l  » 2l*2a,® :ti ? L i s„ i eavan9d ( " 5  la  the CBhrers o f e d u c t io n  to  sajr there are some very k lumpy" p arts }B lQ .S ln  o f ¿mgetlrmh e great -mistake which the Quakers -  andth«M g S # »  * , • £ &  B r i t a i n  c a l l s  t t f . £ * o f ° £ $ S i „  .
1C M-ai«64 -a 1Sy * wb o are composed o f ooutl and bo civ ani f  they were Ju s t  l ik e  a n g els  ,  compose doSly » J r  |  * QSi f  i t ^ ? e i 2 2 S " 5  l mâ ln e th a t r e lig io n  can only be s p ir it u a li L } S t i L d! j OPOf ?  * ° m a n ?t’ in & m t Q r la l  * there must be no admixture o f m atter or exptern al form however sm all•trie,, would be In te r e s tin g  to  sp ecu late  -  from th is  o o in t of5« the fo r a  o f worship o f th ^ v a r io u s  a n g e lic  ch o irs  • ot even the sacred w rite rs  can dnr>ic+ *»,¿>1-» 1  ‘ 4 ^ o r s - " s 0S ; , ' 5̂ S h t ^ e lrogttnuea i | | r « ^ mgoing o f  the an gels as l iv in g  f la s h 's  o f i S t  *£ f Im m aterial e ’ ement In the world around us .  ' mo “



-5" Lltu m y  Ou t s i de '.he ChurchL itu rgy Is  something so e s s e n tia l to humantaex beings when they a c t  togeth er a t  any soleijm fu n ctio n  th a t Is  Is  found out side the Qhurch g or a t le a s t  something which corresponds to the L itu rgy  •Take fo r  in stan ce the v ario u s forms o fe  e tiq u e tte  which are  to be found in  the court o f a king ; or on such an occasion as the Trooping of the o lours •I t  i s  something which s em to a r is e  soontaneously when people a c t togeth er • i t  Is  even found somethimes a t  a fo o t b a ll  match -  as when the Bishop ceremoniously " k ick s  o f f  " «I I lo g ic a l ly  Inconsequent You may fin d  the very sameperson who makes a fu s s  and o b je ctio n  to the l ig h t in g  o f a candle to be placed before a s a in t* s  image who w i l l  have twenty candles burning on a birthday cake »Let us sum up some o f the asp ects o f the l lty r d y  mentionedV alue o f the L itu rgy1) I t  Is  something which a r is e s  as a conseqyence o f ouir twof o ld  nature -  i*e* being composed o f soul and body »2) I t  u n ite s  and holds together a group o f people engaged in a communal a c t  of worship -  even i f  the ? are not of the same n atio n  or language • This i s  e s p e c ia lly  true o f the g re a t c e t r a l  a c t o f worship -  the o ffe r in g  o f a s a c r i f ic e  •3) I t  Is  a means fo r  carry in g  on the co n tin u ity  o f eoshjp..from century to century » p reserving i t  a t  the same timefrom the v a ga rie s and e x x e n t r lc it le s  of in d iv id u a ls*In  tim es o f s p lr tu a l slackness -  l*e* when re lg lo u s  fervour Is  a t  a low ebb i t  a c ts  in  the Church as a so rt o f d riv in g  wheel which c a r r ie s  on the momentum o f the p ast in to  and through the present • I t  a ls o  preserves and has ever ready the forms by which the deepest r e lig io u s  experiences can be expressed ,4) Actio n s  sneak louder than words as the saying i s  In  r e lig io u s  as In s o c ia l  l i f e  our deepest emotions can o fte n  be b e tte r  expressed ny means o f a c tio n s  rath er than words- e ,g ,  a k is s  or a hand-shake , or even a glan ce •And so i t  Is  in  the r e lig io u s  se rv ice  , How many such s ig n if ic a n t  a ctio n s are incorporated in to  the l i t u r g y -  e*g. k is s in g  the a lt e r  * R a is in g  the hands, g e n u fle c tio n s  , r a is in g  the eyes to * eavan , standing up a t  the Gospel ,  the sign  of the dross , ’the l ig h t in g  of candles , Tenebrai e tc ,
5) Hie Liturgy Is  charged with Gymboliam



Symbols aro an u n riv a lle d  means fo r  b r in g in g  c e r ta in  tru th s  most s w ift ly  and e f fe c t lv e lu  in to  our minds and h e a rts  ♦For examol© Tho Crown o f Thoms , the mixing o f the water ads the wind ,  the image o the Sacred Heart »
6) Another Important fu n ctio n  which I s  c a r r ie d  out by the l i t urgy I s  what one m'dht c a l l  the p reserving a mlmlraura o f decene oy and d ig n ity  In the r e lig io u s  fu n ctio n s . So th a t even a ra th e r  c a r e ls s  and In d iffe r e n t  d r ie s t  i s  Kept -  dulng the fu lf ilm e n t  o f h is  o f f i c e  w ithin^ c e r ta in  bounds o f d ig n ity  and decorum •I h ls  a p p lie s  a lso  to the congregation fo r  In  a s im ila r  way making th e  sign  o f the cro ss on entering the church with holy  water » g e n u fle c tin g  b efore en terin g the pew , standing up when the p r ie s t  enters -  a l l  these , and s im ila r  a c t io n s , make fo r  the prevention o f s lo v e n lin e ss  and c a r e ls s  behaviour In the House o f lo d  •7) sneaking h is t o r ic a l ly  the l it u r g y  has been the means o f Incorp oratin g Into reg u la r  p u b lic  worship the in s p ira tio n s  o f h o ly  men in  the p a st .Thus somebody must have been the f i r s t  who | In  the depths o fh is  emotion ,  stooped down and k issed  the a l t e r  on which Our Lord had so re ce n tly  descended , or where thè bones o f the s a in ts  were p laced  » Ju s t  as an ardent lo v er would sau o f h is  m istress th a t he would h is s  the Very ground she trod uoon • in  the same way — someone must have been the f i r s t  to  k id à  the book o f the G-ospel adter i t  had been used fo r  reading f  rom ,  Ju s t  as I t  was probably oem f a r  o f f  Presbyter or ^eacon who made the people stand up a t  th reading o f the o s p e l.th e s e  a ctio n s  ware f e l t  to  he so r ig h t  and ap p o site  th a t they were incorporated -  b i t  by bfct -  In to  the re g u la r  'terformance o f the r i t e  « A

And thus , century a f t e r  cen ttu ry  , the l it u r g y  grew and developed , l ik e  a g re a t work o f a r t  under the in s p ira tio n  of th e Holy S p lrd t •8) The L itu rgy  I s  something which makes I t s  appeal to thè learned and the unlearned a lik e  -  to those who oammofc read , as w e ll a as to the sch o lar , and fu r th e r  I s  an appeal which is  Independent o f language , and so can be understood and a p p re cia ted by fo re ig n e rs  as w e ll *9) M atter and the 3aoramenta_ -VJe must not o f course fo rg e t thatXka some ’o f the a ctio n s  o f the l it u r g y  are more than symbolic .  The sacrametns a re  in  f a c t  the a c tu a l channels o f In v is ib le  Grace , working ex omero onerante  (?)And here In  the most s tr ik in g  form we r e a lis e  how ownder - f u l l y  Our Lord in  H is d e a lin g s  w ith us adaopted h is  means o f h e lp in g  us to our tiio fo ld  nature -  of s p ir i tk  and m atter • H© reinebereth our frame * He tenoweth th a t we are dust



CHILDREN aMD THE LITURGYThe f a c t  th a t the l i t u r g y  apnea Is  to the learned and the unlearmed a lik e  b rin gs us to the next p oin t in  our d iscu ssio n  :-  v iz  th a t even ch ild ren  can take a re a l In te re st In nd S e e l a r e a l ap p reciatio n  fo r  the l lt p r g y  befiaocBxMiaxatgejnafxrsacaaHxiiBkHr in xxx And , as vie s h a ll  see la t e r  * they can d p 'th is  to an ap p reciab le  amount even b efo re  the age o f reason sejts In ,I t  was the Holy P o n tiff  Benedict XV who I n t i t la t e d  the g re a t movement|In the Church towards a f u l le r  ap p reciatio n  of ^he L itu rgy . * Let us educate the people to tralce a more a c t iv e  a n tic ip a tio n  In hthe ’.I ty r g y ” and -  as l o n tesso t says -  and with the people th erefo re  , the l i t t l e  ch ild ren  were to  be adm itted to  the most Intim ate and sublime a c t o f r e lig io u s  l i f e  -  communion with Jesu s C h r is t  ,I'onteesorl goes on iThe L itu rgy  , m agnificent express ion o f the content of the i’ a t lh  ,may w ell beeaajed 11 the p ed ago flv al method f  o f the C a th o lic  Church which -  not s a t is f ie d  w ith teach in g by mans o f the word preached to the f a i t h f u l  * makes the vario u s c ts  o f r e lig io n  r e a l ,  makes them , as I t  were , l i v e ,  and allow s the people to take p a rt In them each day .And to f in d  l i f e - g iv i n g  fooe fo r  M o  soul the c h ild  • has byt to open these o p o rta ls  resplendent with d iv in e  i t x  ko§ lo g h t , p o r ta ls  resplendent P ith  a l l  the solemnity given to  them throu^i the ages ,  by the l iv e s  o f the s a in t s , who found In the L itu rgy  ameans o f f r u c t i fy in g  the v ir g in  soul o f th e ir  so u ls , open to the sweet in flu x e s  o f d iv in e  grace , ■’ormerly , when reaching was 11 Ite d  to t e l l in g  the c h ild  the f a c t s  o f Sacred H isto ry  and making Jim memoriz e  In Catechism answers the tru th s o f  C h rlo tla n D o c te ire , we were , 1# I  may be allowed to express raysklf so , drawing th e  c h ild  away from the Vhureh.But i f  th e a d u lt needs not only to know but to M 14>veM h is  r e lig io n  , the need I s  a l l  the g re a te r  fo r  the c h ild  ,  vh who I s  more adapted to  l iv e  I t  than to know I t  .  j i j  not eh U n i t s  o f the pro hem conem lng the re llg lo u se d u o atlo n  o f the c h ild  Id e n tic a l w ith those o f the vario u s methods o f lea  -nlng and memorizing ? But in  f a c t  ,  knowledge , In our case i s  nothing e ls e  bht the f i r s t  indlspensdble step In opening out fo r  the soul the paths o f l i f e  ,Here then Is  a necossayjs complment of the r e lig io u s  in s tr u c tio n  of the c h ild  s make the Liturgy a c c e s s lb e l to  ch ild ren  . The grand ceremonies o f p ie  Churwh , the sacred symobolism ,  the deep s ig n ific a n c e  underlying everthlng , th e exact use and end o f a l l  the o b je c ts  ,  the system atic d is tr ib u tio n  o f the cariouso o f f ic e r s  — a l l  g iv e  a fundamental importance to the p lu ce  where he f a i t h f u l  meet , an<J a t  the same tim© a ffo r d  sem slgle means ,  Such as l ig h t s



colou rs , sounds , w! loh h elp  the soul ,  Ju s t  as benches and kneelers a s s is t  I s  vosy to remlIn long in Church w ithout becoming fa t ig u e d ,and so the teach oof the L itu rgy  soon became widespread fo  f  r  young people Put not. fo r  l i t t l e  ch ild ren  •4 I f T t i i f t  AFFIHIT'X -SXTSTS PETHEEH THE N0PTE330RIMET OD Aim THE LITURGY IN THEIR PSYOBOrORYThat i s  why I t  I s  easy to  teach the l itu r g y  to c h ild ren according to  Montessort ■£Jr in c lp 1e s - I f  you r e a lly  understand them *M S Doctrine o f the CENTRE AND THE PERIPHERYWe can regard the c h ild  from two aspectsa) the Centre b) the periphery *The Ear hob ergth a t -a r t  which i s  externa and v is ib le  *- In cludes the Senses , movements , h is  choice »befoavlous .The CentreTheinnsrm o a t hidden cen tre  o f h is  p e rso n a lity  , N is  in t e llig e n c e  s h is  w i l l  : t  i s  the p la ce  f*om which a c tio n  s ta r ts  H is inner ego I  the m ysterious cen tre where h is  p e rso n a lity  I s  formed -  is  forged «I t  i s  the p lace  where what he reeleves through the periphery i s  b u i l t  In to  h is  very s e l f  ,
co n trast. ...in % thodaIn  ordinary methods the buoher a p p lie s  h im se lf d lreceto  to  th e cen tre  -  to  hto  in to 1lig e n c e  ra glveshlm  Inform ation , and exhorts him to work and rememeber .The teacher provides the Ideas d ir e c t ly  and the c h ild  has to absorb them d ir e c t ly  «% erefo re  the o ld  “ erb artlan  Stepspreparation ,  p resen tatio n  ,  development , a s s im ila tio n  etc * Preparing h er lessons ( and expression 5M ontessorl I s  d iffe r e n t  . Cur Job Is  to FEED THE PERIPIIEF , Tie set going a p erip h eral a c t iv i t y  $ through the ip n te so o rl m a te ria ls  ) t i e  the c h ild  working a Ion time on the m a te ria ls  by hiaoifc&f «There I s  a constant Intercou rse bet- eon the periphery and the m ysterious cen tre  . S y s to le  and d lo s to le  o f the h e a rt »



-9 -" i t  i s  Ilk® fehe rhythm o f a wave th a t never ceases "I l l V e  S ?hooX 7 A A‘««*her teachingaccount ~ w t t T L t a r ? i l «  c5 U d “  - * ■  on th e ir  own^m aterial to ° f e M k ^  a new* « * « •  ^ « - 5 W s » 8. i e? . i 5i r s , f M a i T and 1E ® *  « ‘ ¿ i s  s r 0Snd® t?aiioo ^ 8: j 4 t <̂ a% , ^ r “ *rePeriphery / flh  • i 8 the c h i ld 's  w m ?  ,  4'SHB-gQINT OF C ttn-. vnWO musy get up the m in t  o f co n tact .between^n extern al r e a l i t y  -—-and —— he eh lid *  g soul ,  th r  cen tre  *r S I ’h o i S o ^ L S l S S S  o l o e 1’ :  “ * U”  aa<3 m rkl"*  baf6re
NumbS, ’eS? a^ J a Ul 2 L th? ° ” l l d  ana —  or r e lig io n  ) 2 * ianguage ,  geometry ,Hho Sxamole from i^jaie

J g ^ T S u E S E S
f =  s? : the. Point of o U u i t T  * 5iu o lo  rmto move lB unlaot) with the ttiythm o fmusic - t » a t  Is  misalmg • and now I s  understood.What happens ? Order . H m ttA H «« ucone on r a t i o n  and d iw e ln n ^ i  * p re c ls* to  * **rmaayihe w»y 1 opened to development and s e l f .p e r f e c t i o n  The same pn the Mental Plane . 6 x 3  18Note The date Is  narrow but not the U f e to which I t  lead s , -re p lic a tion to hn ~ 1 tMmry

r ^ S  con tactofcuions o f the cro ss .  tn crO0B » the



T -  trimT a s_S £ £ S a tla la  fi£_SVer.y Good teaching L a te r la l  3° we see th a t every food teach in g mat©rial musta) he r e la te d  to  some d e f in it e  le ce  o f  e xtern al r e a lit y  -l«©« I t  must teach something ,b ) wust s o l i c i t  In the c h ild  a d e f in it e  a c t iv i t y  botho f body { $ands and muscles ) and o f mind In the pentre ,
o) I t  must be an a c t iv it y  exact ,  d e f la te  , nurooseful and lead in g  to knowledge and the d ig e stio n  o f knowledge through what i s  c a lle d  ,1 «tliuto-educatlon " .d) | t  must be an a c t iv i t y  than can be repeated andwbleh leads to  rep et1ton by the c h i ld 's  d e sire  ,o) I t  must In  soon way spread out the kowledge already known In  such a way that the mind call r is e  above I t  and see now re la tio n s h ip s  .f )  F ie se  a c t i v i t i e s  lead in g to th e ir  own p a r t ic u la r  p o in ts  o fco n tact must be ready to hand In the Prepared Environment and be so la id  out th a t they seem to cay*" Come and use me n ,g 5 ¿bid fo r  th is  reason each must h jv e  I t s  oen ft Jfotlve of a c t iv i t yh ) These a c t i v i t i e s  must be o f such a nature th a t they lead the c h ild  -  who uses them -  M ong the road o f s e l f -  deveol oomerat and s e lf-p e r fe c t io n .jfgft H u tchison 's 'H a lle„ ; f s sent out by yhe London c ounty C ou n cil to  Rome . Gentlemen th is  I s  not a report • l i t  Is  a ¿hapsodiTH ie outward a c tio n  a t  the periphery and the in n er develooment a t  the inner mysterious eetre .eg. the ngjsterlous r e p e titio n  with the c y lin d e r s ,th 3 .°V»twag4 -fllfin..qf. . an Invi s i b l e  graceNQT TQ WITH C01LSC IV I  '.!-rr oka ,E sp e cia lly  Bible " to r ie s  . O.T and II.T the b est and most in te r e s tin g  s to r ie s  in  the world.A lso  d e fin ite  o ra l in s tr u c tio n  togeth er on suchj?D » F 10 ’ ‘o ly T r in ity  ,  The Saoraments , the F a l l  o f an . e t c .



• I ID e fin it io n s fr e e lyA  Pbntessorl Sch2><b lea  ? repo red. “ rv î Iron ament In  which the ch ild re n  can l iv e  th e ir  o\m In d iv id u a l -  and s o c ia l - l iv e s  aecsrndlng to the laws o f th e ir  Inner aevlooment unimpeded by too much a d u lt ln te i’cen tlo n  .L ater on s Education I s  an A id  to L i fe  .50 years ago h er f i r s t  essay In r e llg lo y s  education under the t i t l eBambini v lv e n tl n e ila  SlflesaEmnhaXsls on t2he l iv in g  th e ir  r e lig io n  *A Pontesaorl School i s  a p lace where l i f e  i s  being liv e d  w holly and com pletely and spontaneously .R e lig io n  Is  a p art o f th a t L i fe  *The Sine qua Non o f t h is  spontaneously l iv in g  and •development I s  •  or ra th e r  are -Prepa red 3nvl ronment Freedom *D ire ctio n  . andKhowledge o f and reso ect fo r  the S e n s it iv e  Periods .Psycho^log’ a a l not L o g ic a l a n a ly s is  of the su b je cts  stu d ie d ,e ,g ,  Geometry he Old approach .Begin with the Axioms and P o stu lates * Everything to be depended on Reason ,Q*E*D Quod erAfc demonstrandum %How d if fe r e n t  K ontessorl ; »?; » Geometry a t fo u r  yrs •So a ls o  w ith the -eaohlng o f R e lig io n  .h e absorbent rind-»- 0 - 7  years «Taking the bab/£y in to  the Church ,Quote from the C* :,G* t e t t e r  •F ir s t  Part -  jm consclous -  absorbs the whole envlroment •Second Stage , moire and more consciousand throgh movement .Sensory -  motor period ♦11 bambino Itnpara aovendosl



3.CT?ory~:-otor Btarre ShV- SyVBAim , To nurture a r e lig io u s  sentiment , rath er than an I n t e l le c t u a l  ap p reciatio n  o f the tru th s  o f  r e lig io n  *e .S *  the c h ild  lo v es h is  rummy and expresses i t  through a clo n ta  -  a hug , or a g i f t  o f a f  loiter .So -  as always with M ontsssori -  through a c tio n  • Tha S e n sit iv e  Period ,£or F lx ln o  Motor a c tio n so .g .E x o r c is e  o f r a o t ic a l  L i f e ,A n a ly sis  o f  Movements .Love o f exactness and p re c is io n  and r e p e tit io n  ,So such a c io tn s  as Sign of the Cross * g e n u fle ctio n s  . moving a t out in  the church ( to the a l t a r  )Flowers before an a lte r  ,Carryin g l i f t e d  candles In procession L igh tin g  candles b efore prayers .Use o f  Holy water etc ,3.P# fo r  Good manners ( a ls o  In the church )C h ild  loves I t  at th is  stage ,  "He Is  more s t r ic t  and exact thqn a Master o f Ceremonies " ,But these are to be learned n ot in the Church- bvfc ‘ n hho 
A r iu n  ,H ie  atriumVery b r ie f  d e scrip tio n  o f the idea , the ante-room to the Church ,A room dedicated to  r e lig io n  on a l l  i t s  le v e ls  .Examples ' *L'y a t  I s  the A lt a r  ? ( through movement )Ihe L itu r g ic a l  ta b le  -  w ith l i t u r g i c a l  ta b le  -c lo th e s  and l i t u r g i c a l  flo w e rs .'Ihe s p e c ia l fe a s t  on a constant track-ground.G reat F ie ld  fo r  ResearchWanted a C h ild ren  L itu rgy  , eg fo r  E aster Week ,( some expreiments In France )The procession a t I g l l so h ild re n  ca rry in g  the crwon and n a i ls  etc



13Itis S u p e m a tu ra llza tto n  o f the Ordinary Occupations
E*g the in te r e s t  is colou rscoftour ta b le ts  stage  -  and L itu r g ic a l  Colours c f  the l i t u r g i c a l  ta b le  mentioned above ,Hand w asting - - - - -  the h o ly  water •Arranging flow ers ------fo r  the a l t a r  or a ta tu e  .Laying the ta b le  -  aranging the th in gs on the a lt a r  The car© o f the environment .C a re fu l movement ---- - and in the chapelCheStlsnc© Game j ?; and in the church .Walking round the l in e  with g la a s  o f water ~— fo r  a sta tu e  ,In  f a c t  -  as K ontessorl says -"Meanwhile * the a p p lic a tio n  o f the method follow ed in  my C h llr e n f s Houses " atíbsra&xsxKBBÉxfeextosx produced th is  e x c e lle n t fru ts lt  — the Church almost seemád to be the end of the education which the method proposed to g lv  »The " álence " observed In c la s s  9 to accuston the c h ild  to be r e c l lie e t e d  , "ere found I t s  a p p l ic a t io n  t I t  became the In tarlefcr r e c o lle c t io n  observed in  the House o f God » amid the g e n tle  f l ic k e r in g  o f the c a n d le lig h t in  an atmosphere dim ,  y e t resplendent with gleamingwhite and g o ld .Again the fias&eing actionsw ere p r a c t ic a lly  r e p e tit io n s  of o f what the c h ild  had le a rn t to do In the classroom t w aling s i le n t ly  avoiding a l l  n o ise  , p la c & g  c h a irs  q p ie tly  s standing up and .i t t in g  down composedly , passing between benches and by-standera withour knodking a g a in st then s ca rry in g  objects«® , sxHHxtKgiftliex^jssxwStis:' ears rnxHftxssr-'fei'-kafexjaixham even f r a g i l e  oneswith care so as to le t  no h am  come to them fo r  example i c a rry in g l lig h te d  candles without covering hands and c lo th e s  with wax , or v aak sts o f flow ers , or cases od water So be f i l i é  with flow ers and then- placed a t the fo o t o f the a l t e r  »Such tth in g s  must th erefo re  appear to th le r  tender minds as the emd o f e f fo r t  p a tie n tly  sustained ,  whence totmx issu e s  fo r  them a p leasin gsen se o f Joy and a new d ig n ity  . B efore such an ap p retieeh ip  , these t in y  members o f the Church f e e l  th a t they are servants exectulng m ateria l tasks w ithout under- atandingwhat they do i a f t e r  I t  , and a f t e r  h a t they have le a r n t has been a p p lie d  In Church , they begin b compréhenxd and to d is tin g u is h  between the d iffe r e n t  circum stances



-1 4 -Ir» order U r ^ U e p  th is . idea on a Highlit to  know the lionieasori ethdd la  the h ild re n  Houses which o r ©pares the ch i  l i t  on in  the d a lly  l i f e  o f theclasstoom  by e x ercise s  which are t In them— elves , q v ite  independent o f the r e lig io n s  e d ic a ilo n  ,  ^ut hich  to be a preparation f e t  i t .  In f a c t  they did i -  P e rfe ctin g  J i e  -child , in  making mim calm , obedient , a t t e n t iv e 't o  h is  own move^eiits * capable o f s ile n c e  and recftlle c  ion •. When fchlsprepar jtio n  has been made the c h ild  irxttosx 
t&mxsitc f in d s  the means fo r  i t s  a p p lic a tio n  in  the Church which are a t t  'a ctlv d  m a o tled  and deeply s is n i f i f e s n t  , and he rece iv e s  as a Bit , a sense o f d ig n ity  and s a t is fa t io n  ,Moreover the very f a c t  ofperform ing* for d iffe ro n e t purposes a c ts  which though s im ila r  are capable o f d iverse app"! le -, r ? , an? s i ^ lf,lc a n c e  c o n s titu te s  4n i t s e l "  anothe source o f I n t e l le c t u a l  develop»ent •* f!1  ̂ c h ild  o f f  our i s  not , nrm oratr o f the d iffe re n c e  between uhe holy  water stoup inyo wMch he puts h is  t | i y  hands oefor©_ c la s s in g  h im s e lf , and the vanlns in  the faext room where he washes h is  hands. How ju s t  t h is  die ap p reciatio n  o f the d l f f  e r-  ence between l ik e  th in gs i s  r e a l f in t e l le c t u a l  labour which the 11 , r ? * c r f a2u£e i n l t l t a t e s  when he begins to r a l is e  th at he is  a c h ild  o f &oa , Ib o in g ly  received In the house o f the great heavenly fa th e r  , thouj$i h ith e r to  he has b-en considered almost in cap ab le o f jfcsing to any idea or concept • 11, .  . 1 fl§d y®  ̂ to meet msny ^persons incredulous o f thervifcfex r e a l i t y  o f sue: Im pressions ,  " Do you knowhy my l i t t e l  nebhew wants to go to school in  t la e n fo r  jfaas ?" I t  i s  because you“ le t  him put out the candles * th a t is  a l l  .  Would i t  not be b e tte r  to apply thus okeasubg e x erv ise  tfc A rithm etic ? -  fo r  example to hold  ten lig h te d  c a r le s  and then to put tben out counting one. two three etc* * , ..  Jh e  r l t l c  who snome thus to  me had but a r  or s n t r it y a l  underotadin g and 11 t t l e  knowledge o f ch ild ren  . The rlth m etica  e x e rc ise  with he candles woould have la te d  a t most a week . the t - tlra® neeesssary -  more or le s s  -  to X2SiOCOMXK2M2>KH5ai/'0 learn  to count from one to ten ,H ut those ch ild ren  as they grew o ld er , and contined th e ir  in s tr u c tio n  , c ith e r  in  generak i r  rek i .lo u s JSpowledge , would observe , In  Church , the n u ttin g  out candlesa th a t onsume fcemseves » burning in  thenresence o f Je su s  descended amongst them , abd the would underdtand that the a c t was not a h im  mere c h ild is h  pastime but a r e lig io u s  aunction to be reveren tly  fu lfB lo d  , because done In a sacred P ace and bearing oh the worsh ip p aid  to  Clod ” ,

^ e -lg ra rp lM o p  J a i s s eThe beginnings o f W riting and heading and dumber . The same Idea o f su p e rn a tu ra lisa tio n  ,R i d in g  names and p u ttin g  to O b je cts  ,Sacred V e sse ls  ,  vestments p a rts  o f the Church ,
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Ms3 lb  1 i  ca l  Georraohy ,G lb l ic a l  anim als .R e lig io u s  symbolsI f  3:4 i i n ? : o f * £ •  ¿ » B  H i  ’ i p  « *  • the H o n  ,  
a °  Cr" 4 *®Pto*a*«d W itte n  out on benarata b its  of card.
Ih e  IUZQ Of:^ s ¡ f o p  question f o f  thecateehisra .i l i  ^  * | | ^ t ™ t h 9i M hf ^ T j ; o i t f ' r i o ? i x o! 9 rsU 8S ;  8*8' i f  te te ro o t in  the r ig h t  and vro ln g o f aolona , the hero -  worshipping tendency * the love o f a f i $ i t  ,'he gang g p ir it  .

M tio n a ? |r f  I f e ’S  f ®11 thlnS ° bound together In a " logamo rat Iona IS  ) the Inner connexions o f F r o b e l , °  "

A. Ghort  summary of pointsThe c h ild  ahnoz’bn spontaneously According to  h is  s e n stlv e  periods ,* 9  n e c e s s ity  o f a fre p a re d  aivlm m an t .Hs lo a m s  throne* a c t iv i t y  the ’o to t o f Contact ’'  Sihe “t f i i r oi i o i | 7 , ° f  °’ ’0lCE 8nd '’ roo4',n  to « o w le ts  
' t te a t S f  }aUsaMo55 ° f  r e i lS ^ Ufl ^ » e c t n  { su p e rn a tu ra la o t9o f « o s h i"  leS,;Ti ?5 -  ao t te ,t h o  church and during the *  o f  fr a m in g  t ? g o ^ o  a ” a l l i  nropar3tior 0uta>4® •* £ ¡ 8 * 2  a a t  a c e rta in  t in e  but a toy to  day IUV̂ t h ® .  *  £ f r o-
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THE LITURGY AND THE MQHÏSgâÔM MgfHQQ

¥hat e x a c tly  do'we mean by the L itru gy ?Rather d i f f i c u l t  to exp lain  .By d e r iv la tlo n  i t  meant the p u b lic  o f f ic e  v o lu n tari l y  performed by a wealthy c it iz e n  o f Greece .As we th in k  of i t  i t  ¿ in c lu d e s  the vario u s kinds of r i t e s  , forms and eremonles ca rrie d  out in  connexion with communal  worship.P r a c t ic a lly  a l l  the great r e lig io n s  of the world have sqbob some form of l it u r g y  -  in  an cien t times and th  the preseidaA few persoaal e x p e rie n ce sif I  may to make aome p o in ts c le a r  . •The Buddhist P rlesii . ^ears ago in  In d ia  I was watch- one saying h is  devotions .There was a d e fin te  se ra is  of prescrib ed  a ctio n s ahich included : -c e rta in a e tio n s  - hand,ariji»body .the r in g in g  of a l i t t l e  b e l l  a t in te r v a ls  c e r ta in  m aterial elements were used -  water m ilk .c e r ta in  th in gs to be sa id  and to be done . everything circum sctibed and p re c is e  . c/71̂ .Worhlp without any form of L iturgy is  the exception
Do you know the form of Quaker iforship ?Imagine a bare room , with hard wooden benches , barew a lls  , no coloured windows , no p ictu re s  , no a lt e r  , no decoratio n s of any so b t, no p u lp it  , no organ , no hymn books , no set form of se rv ice  . nor ordained m in ister , -  even no c o lle c t io n  .P r a c t ic a l ly  no movembt of any kind .What are the f^ o p le  doin&?it t ln g  s t i l l  " w aitin g fo r  the S p ir i tWhat is  the unfLerlying p r in c ip le ?^t is  t h is  -  that the s p ir i t  of God worlds d ir e c t ly  on the human s p ir i t  -  s p ir i t  to s p ir i t  -  w ithout any m aterial mediation of any so rt .

I  was brought up a Quaker . Cot***+*&
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C reatu rely  a c t i v i t i e s  11A^-l extern al forms , r i t e s  , cerememies , p rescrib ed  a ctio n s  -  M bowings and scrapings " ( as George Fox c a lle d  them ) were anathema to the early  Quakers -  and s t i l l  arare.And the reason ?Becauseyfeeing mixed up with matter i &ey f e t t e r  the fr e e  working of the s p ir i t  .''The s p ir i t  bloweth where i t  l i s t e t h  and you hear the sound therefig , h i t  no one knows whence i t  someth not w hither i t  goeth Q " .I t  i s  these t in g s  that make r e lig io n  0, hide-bound by tr a d it io n  "Hence Stay have no sacraments and no sacram entals ( h o ly  water and the sign  o f the cross etc )Quakers b e lie v e  th a t the more ceremonies , p rescrib ed  a c t io n s , the more m aterial elements are to the fo re  the more 9arely does the s p r itu a l rece d e .  ̂ |  •U n til  -  as Wordsworth says -"custom l i e  upon us with a weight heavy as fr o s t  , deep almost as l i f e  i t s e l f " .SPIRIT VERSUS MATTER ? i s  i t  an a n t ith e s is  ?The Quakers say " Where in  the New Testament can you f in d  any support fo r  such a custom -as the using of Holy Water , or the rosary beads , mor the we»ring of aifeole or maniple , fo r  gorgeoafi vestments , elab orate r i t u a l  as High Mass ?These th in gs belonged to the Old D ispensation ( see L e v iticu s  and Deuteronomy etc )They were 3nyct away by the s im p lic ity  of the G-ospeljl Message.THey have come in  again as Pagan a ccre tio n s ~ , ju s t  because the o r ig in a l fervour o f the s p ir it u a l  t id e  has ebbed itsim m ediate in s p lr ta io n  having been lo s t  ,Exp eriences in In d ia  again  ( ap o lo gies )Tutor in  a fam ily  of Ja in s  .-H indus .In  one week -  when these Silngs were in  my mind -  a number of th in gs happened :In the Temple -  a so rt of h o ly  water .



-3 -( Holy Water ) The la d le s  touched themselves with i t  dev o u tly  . There wer^also statu es of gods which had to be covered with s i lv e r  paper and washed with m ilk every day by the p r ie s ts  .L L it t l e  l^eena and the R ice_______W&ykd you l ik e  some o f my r ic e  : i t  is  very s o e cia lr ic e  . Why ? My god has b le sse d  i t  .Would you l ik e  to see my god STU p stairs  . to tie  cabin et with the golden image of Krishna .A v e r ita b le  pantheon , in clu d in g Our Lady and Fefcer - ân from Kensington gardens .She describ es the r i t u a l i s t i c  custom " then our god b le sse s  i t  and we g iv e  i t  to  our f r i e n d s e c c o  IMrudula and the seven branched candle  s t ic k  and th e : l i t t l e  plfcb in  which we put ghi Q m elted b u tte r  ) and l ig h t  i t  and put i t  before out god , E c c o '-  again  .ConclusionSo you see thqt pueves i t  : C a th o lic ls n  is  ju s t  a c o l le c t ion o f pagan r i t e s  super § imposed upon the pure s p ir it u a l  simp l i c i t y  of the Gospels . -  pagan a ccre tio n s e tc .The Real  Answe# * t  was only months afterw ards th a t I  ral9~" ru- * - c .is e d  the r e a l answer ( Newman’ s " Development of D octrine ")I ) L itu rgy i s  e s s e n tia l to our human nature . By the very complmd nature of man -  i , e ,  being a compound of s p ir i t  and m atter -  body and soul -  he needs something m aterial as t®11 as s p ir it u a l  . S p ir t  and m atter are not r e a lly  , e s s e n tia lly  , in  op position  to one another t they a r e not contrastlngeiem ents that.m ake wafc on one another . 1 -—;---------------The fundamental f a c t  behind C h is t ia n ity  -  the In ca rn atio n  , -  means nothing le s s  than God became Ffeesh and dwelt amongst us " in  an in d is so lu b le  welding together of S p ir t  and Ma t t e r  . In us -  as men -  these two elements are equally  essen ti a l  an d ^ riJi_b jp ;o n g to  . ( I  b e lie v e  in  theesu rrectio n  of the body ) uur Lord ijjfcose in  h is  m aterial body and Our lady was assumed in  hers -  which no longer remained upon the eafrth • •



k  ^oJUf^ S  —J u st the other wa^y 'RoundOne sometimes hears i t  sa id  " A l l  re lg io n s r e a lly  teach more or le s s  the same tru th s hut d i f f e r  in  th e ir  outward forms and expressions of them . As a matter of f a c t  i t  would he much more ¿he true to say th a t " A l l  re lig io n sh a v e  much the same outward fofcms ( e -g , a p r ie s t  and a l t a r  and a s a c r if ic e  etc ) hut d i f f e r  In the tru th s which they reach. ( Gf G-. K. G ' s Orthodox^ '2) The Second Great tru th  i s  ( as Newman p o in ts out ) " every great movement which s t i/ r s  the minds of men has -  in  pro p o rtio n  to i t s  o r ig in a l v i t a l i t y  - the power of a s s im ila tio n  As i t  goes fo rth  in to  the world of men and of ideas i t  has, the power to a s s ij& te  , or alamort) in to  i t s e l f  every thin g th a t w i l l  be u se fu l to i t  : and^suax ju s t  because i t  has such v i t a l i t y  i t  wfell he ab le  to " d ig e s t ."  these fo re ig h  element in to  i t s e l f  , thereby making then i t s  own : and i t  becomes the stronger and more e f fe c t iv e  by th is  porcess .The Montessor i  P r in c ip le s  and the Power of A s s in lla t lo nThis i s  true of another great an v i t a l  movement v esid es “ a th o lic ism  -  l . e ,  The Montessori •T"VJrlirrnnf‘ir. Movement . As the years pass -  «edr are passing and w i l l  pass -  i t  has a ssm il- ated ifi|ib i t s e l f  many other elements wh&fth were not ih  i t  a t the ouvset . I t  has a ssim ila te d  these elements without lo s in g  any of i t s  true nature and v i t a l i t y  . Our present Course whoCh considers the a p p lic a tio n  of Montessori P r in c ip le  to he whole sphere o f r e lig io n  is  a p erfed t example of what we mean . Such v i t a l  tru th s  are l ik e  a leaven which a woman took and put in  two measures of meal . They go on u n t i l  the whole lump is  leavened ( ANd in  the s p h e re  o f education to-day there are some very " yf lumpy" p arts )The S in  of Angellsmihe great mistake which ghe Quakers -  andthe P uritans g e n e ra lly  -  made is  what M aritain  c a l l s  the s in  of angelism  - l . e .  tr e a tin g  mev\, who are composed of sou^l and body , as i f  they were ju s t  l ik e  an gels , compose d6nly o f s p ir i t  .Such persons imagine th a t r e lig io n  can only be s p ir it u a l  i f  i t  is  divorced £*om anything m ateria l : there must be no admixture of m atter or e x p te m a l form however sm all .I t  would be in te r e s tin g  to sp ecu late  -  from th is  p oin t of view -  what must be the fo r m of worship of the various a n g e lic  ch oirs . Not even the sacred w riters  can depict th e ir  worship without using m aterial metaphors -  as the prophet saj? The four and tweiiy e ld ers cas tin g  down th e ir  crowns c o n tin u a lly  befiore the Lamb .He describ es the coming ands o ln s  o f the angels as l iv in g  f l a shes o f l ig h t  2 the most im m aterial element in  th T ^ o r ia  around ns



5-" L itu rgy  Ou t side the ChurchL itu rgy  is  something so e s s e n tia l to humanlaBK* beings when they a c t together a t any soleipi fu n ctio n  th a t i s  i s  found out side the Qhurch ; or a t l e a s t  something which corresponds to the L itu rgy  .Take fo r  in stan ce the vario u s forms ofe e tiq u e tte  which are to be found in  the court of a king ; or_on such an occasion as the Trooping of the Colours * im. « * - * » •w-6-« .I t  is  something which s^emSto a r is e  spontaneously when people a c t togeth er . I t  is  even found somethimes a t  a fo o t b a ll  match -  as when the Bishop ceremoniously " k ick s o f f  " .
( I l l o g i c a l lv  inconsequent  ) You may f in d  the very same person who makes a fu s s  and o b je ctio n  to the l ig h t in g  of a candle to be placed b efore a sain t? s image who w i l l  have twenty candles burning on a b irthday cakeLet us sum up some of the aspects of the lityrrdy mentioned Value of the L itu rgyI)  I t  is  something which a r is e s  as a consequence of ouiJ twof o ld  nature -  i . e .  being composed o f soul and body .2} I t  u n ites and holds together a group of people engaged in  a communal a c t of worship - even i f  they are not of the same n atio n  or language . This is  e s p e c ia lly  true of the great ? c e tr a l  a c t of worship -  the o ffe r in g  of a s a c r if ic e -»  I'tcu.ss3) I t  i s  a maans fo r  carryin g on the co n tin u ity  of teotehlp_ from century to century , preserving i t  a t the same timefrom the v a ga rie s and e x C e n tr ic it ie s  of in d iv id u a ls .In tim es of spitttual slackness -  i . e ,  when re lg io u s fervou r is  a t  a low ebb^it a c ts  in  the Church as a sort of d riv in g  wheel which c a rr ie s  on the momentum of the past in to  and through the present . I t  a lso  preserves and has ever ready the forms by which the deepest r e lig io u s  experiences can be expressed .4) Actio n s  sneak louder than words as the saying i s  In  r e lig io u s  as in  s o c ia l l i f e ,o u r  deepest emotions can o ften  be b e tte r  E xp ressed  ny means of a ctio n s rath er than words- e ,g .  a k is s  or a hand-shake , or even a glance .And so i t  i s  in  the r e lig io u s  se rv ice  . How many such s ig n if ic a n t  a ctio n s are incorporated in to  the l i t u r g y -  e .g . k is s in g  the a lt e r  , R a isin g  the hands, g e n u fle ctio n s  , r a is in g  the eyes to eaven , standing up a t  the Gospel , the sign of the dross , ’the l ig h t in g  of candles , Tenebrae e tc .5) The L itu rgy is  charged with Symbolism



D - 6-Symbols are an u n r iv a lle d  means fo r  fr in g in g  c e r ta in  tru th s most s w ift ly  and e ffe c t iv e lu  in to  our minds and h e a rts  .For example The Crown of Thoms , the mixing of the water ads the wind , the image o the Sacred Heart ,Another important fu n ctio n  which is  c a rr ie d  out by the l i t urgy i s  what one might c a l l  the preserving a mimimum of decene cy and d ig n ity  in  the r e lig io u s  fu n ctio n s . So th a t even a rath er c a r e ls s  and in d iffe r e n t  P r ie s t  is  kept -  dutfng the fu lf ilm e n t  of h is  o f f i c e  w ithin^ c e r ta in  bounds of d ig n ity  and decorum .This a p p lie s  a lso  to the co n gre ga tio n ;fo r in  a s im ila r  way making the sign  of the cross on entering the church with holy  water , g e n u fle c tin g  b efo re entering the pew , standing up when the p r ie s t  enters -  a l l  these , and s im ila r  a c t io n s , make fo r  the prevention of s lo v e n lin e ss  and c a r e ls s  behaviour in  the House of God Jt- v .Speaking h is t o r ic a l ly  the l itu r g y  has been the means of in corporatin g in to  reg u la r  p u b lic  worship the in s p ira tio n s  of holy men in  the p ast .Thus somebody must have been the f i r s t  who , in  the depths o fh is  emotion , stooped down and k issed  the a lt a r  on which Our Lord had so rece n tly  descended , or where the bones of the sa in ts  were p laced  ju s t  as an ardent lover would saij o f h is  m istress th a t he would k is s  the t>ery ground she trod  upon }  In  the same way -  someone must have been the f i r s t  to kidd the book of the Gospel a&ter i t  had been used fo r  reading ffbm , ju s t  as i t  was probably so dm© fa r  o f f  Presbyter or ^eacon who made the people stand up a t th reading of the Gospel.These a ctio n s were f e l t  to be so r ig h t  and ap posite  th a t they were incorporated -  b i t  by b&t -  in to  the reg u lar performance of the r i t e  . AAnd thus , century a f t e r  cen ttury , the l itu r g y  grew and developed , l ik e  a great work of a r t  under the im so iratio n  of the Holy Spirtht .The L itu rgy  is  something which makes i t s  appeal to the learned and the unlearned a lik e  -  to those who cammot read , as w e ll a as to the sch olar , and fu r th e r  is  an appeal which is  independent of language , and so can be understood and a p p re cia ted by fo re ig n e rs  as w ell .M atter and the Sacraments We must not of course fo rg e t th at ££? some of the a ctio n s  of the l it u r g y  are more than symbolic . T h e  sacrametns are in  f a c t  the a c tu a l channels of in v is ib le  ^race , working ex opere ooerantre (?)And here in  the most s tr ik in g  form ,we r e a lis e  how >ircmder- - f u l l y  Our Lord in  H is d ealin gs with u s fadaopted h is  means of h e lp in g  us to our tw ofold nature -  of s p ir it k  and m atter • He remebereth our frame : He knoweth th a t we are dust



7. ___CHILDREN AMD THE LITURGY®:le f a c t  th a t the l it y r g y  appeals to the learned and the unlearned a lik e  b rin gs us to the next p oin t in  our d iscu ssio n  s - v iz  th a t even ch ild ren  can take a re a l in te r e s t  in  nd S e e l a r e a l ap p reciatio n  fo r  the l it y r g y  ^rffrrnT—f?m- w it nr n hi n j jih.ii m Li... frKxaas. And > as we s h a ll  see la t e r  , they can do th is  to an ap preciab le amount even b efo re the age of reason snjte in  .I t  was the Holy P o n tiff  Benedict XV who in t i t ia t e d  the g re a t movement^in the Church towards a f u l l e r  ap p reciatio n  of the L itu rgy . Let us educate the people to hake a more a c tiv e  s a r t ic ip a t io n  in  hthe L ity rg y " and -  as Montessoi? says -  and with the people th erefo re  , the l i t t l e  ch ild ren  were to be admitted to the most intim ate and sublime a ct of r e lig io u s  l i f e  -  communion with Jesu s C h ris t  pMontessori goes on : —"■The L itu rgy , m agnificent expression of the content of the * a t ih  ,may w ell beca$|ed w the pedagofitfal method;# of the C a th o lic  Church which -  not s a t is f ie d  with teaching byxvteans of the word preached to the f a i t h f u l  , makes the various ovcts of r e lig io n  r e a l , makes them , as i t  were , l i v e ,  and allow s the people to take p art in them each day .And to f in d  l i f e - g iv i n g  fo o filfo r  h is  soul the c h ild  has b§ft to open these p p o rta ls  resplendent with d ivin e JKEU 1 light , p o rta ls  resplendent With a l l  the solemnity given to them through the ages , by the liv e s  of the s a in t s , who found in the L iturgy ameans of f r u c t i fy in g  the v ir g in  soul of th e ir  souls , open to the si?eet in flu n c e  of d iv in e  grace . Formerly , when "teaching was U n ite d  to t e l l in g  the c h ild  the f a c t s  of Sacred H istory and making jim memoriz e  in Catechism answ ers,the tru th s o f C h ristia n D o cte in e , we were , ig  I  may be allow ed to express mysBlf so , drawing the c h ild  away from the Church.But i f  the ad u lt needs not only to know but to " lfcve^. h is  r e lig io n  , the need is  a l l  the gre a te r  fo r  the c h ild  , vh who is  more adapted to l iv e  i t  than to know i t  . Ai?e not &r 
t*̂ o *v It l im its  of the problem conem ing the religious/educationo f th e  c h i l d  i d e n t i c a l  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  c a r io u s  methods o f  le a r n in g  and m em orizing ? But in  f a c t  , knowledge , in  our Ease i s  n o th in g  e ls e  b*Jt th e  f i r s t  in d is p e n s a b le  step  in  op ening out f o r  th e  so u l th e  p a th s o f  l i f e  .Here then i s  a necessays component of the r e lig io u s  in s tr u c tio n  of the c h ild  : make the L iturgy a c c e s s ib le  to ch ild ren  . The grand ceremonies og phe Church , tire sacred sym^bolism , the deep s ig n ific a n c e  underlying everthing , the exact use and end of a l l  the o b je cts  , the system atic d is tr ib u tio n  of the Various^» o f f ic e r s  — a l l  g iv e  a fund- amenta 1 importance to the p la ce  where he f a i t h f u l  meet , an$ a t the same time a ffo r d  se»\si£j_e means , fiuch as l ig h t s



- 8-colours } sounds , which, help  the soul , ju s t  as benches and kneelers a s s is t  he ip f l^ t o  rem&in long in  Church w ithoutbecoming fa t ig u e d , Q 1 , . _ , -Arid so the teqchoaff the L itu rgy  soon became widespread fo  fo r  young people but not foi? l i t t l e  ch ild ren  •A NATURAL AFFINITY EXISTS___BETWEEN THE MONTESSORT _METHOD AND THE LITURQ-Y IN THEIR PSYCHOLOGYThat i s  why i t  i s  easy to teach the l itu r g y  to c h ild ren according to  M ontessorl P r in c ip le s -  i f  you r e a lly  understand them .THE D octrine of the CENTRE AND THE PERIPHERYWe can regard the c h ild  from two aspects^— a) the Centre b) the periphery .The Periphery ,' th a t -fart which is  external and v is ib le  . -  in clu d es the Senses , movements , h is  choice »behavioufr .The CentreThe innermoost hidden cen tre of h is  p e rso n a lity  ,H is in te llig e n c e  : h is  w i l l  :xt  is  the p la ce  f*om which a ctio n  s ta r tsH is inner ego : the m ysterious cen tre where h iso e rso n a llty  i s  formed -  is  forged  .I t  i s  the p la ce  where what he receiv es through the periphery is  b u i l t  in to  h is  very s e l f  .
Contrast in  MethodsIn  ordinary methods the (feacher a p p lie s  h im self d lreocto  t n t.ha ce n tre -  to h is  in te llig e n c e  $  givesÿïim Inform ation , and exhorts him to work and remem^ber .Hhe teacher provides the ideas d ir e c t ly and the c h ild  has to absorb them d ir e c t ly  . th e re fo re  tE'e o ld  Herb artlan  Stepp^preparation , p resen tatio n  , development , a s s im ila tio n  etc . Preparing her lessons ( and expression )M ontessorl is  d iffe r e n t  . Our job is  to FEED THE PERIPHERY1. We set going a p erip h eral a c t iv i t y  $ through the Montessorl m ateria ls  ) the c h ild  working a long time on them ateria ls  by hlm sèèf .There is  a constant in tercou rse  ̂ between., the^periphery^and the m ysterious cen tre . S y s to le  and d io s to le  of the h eart .



-9" I t  is  l ik e  the rhythm of a wave th a t never ceasesWhat do you see iha Montessori School ? A ^eacher teaching a l l  the ch ild ren  f  No: a l l  the ch ild ren  bjasy on th e ir  own account -  with m ateria ls  . Or a teacher p resen tin g a new m ateria l t o the periphery . This some she goes away and 1 leatoes the c h ild  spaworkingalone with the m aterial . CentreWe need n ’ t  worry about what is  going on at the ffcptefeory so long as we see th at co n d e n sa tio n  go^ng on a t the Periphery ."T h a t i s  the c h i ld ’ s secretTHE POINT OF CONTEXT •We musy set up the p oin t of contaxt .between
1 An extern al r e a l i t y  ---- and —
2_ -vie c h i ld ’ s soul » th r  centre .This D®iint of c ontact must be set up and working before re a l development takes p la ce  .I t  i s  a nsvchic b rid ge  between the soul of the c h ild  and some exteran l r e a l i t y  ( Number , language , g e o m e try ,- — or r e lig io n  )The Example from MusicCh ild ren  marching to music - r a - n o  response -  ju s t  un r e la te d  , disordered mua'i**1 ( even w ith a ja zz  band • ) Something is  m issing -  the Point of Contact .But now -  the idea -  to move in  unison with the tihv-thm _of music -th a t  is  missimg -  and now i s  understood.What happens ? Order , l im it a t ion , p r e c is io n , harmony con cen tration---- and developmentThe way]s> Opened to development and s e l f - p e r f e c t i o n  The same on the Mental Plane . J  6 x 3 ” 18Note The Gate is  narrow but not the l i f e  to which i t  lead s .the Lltpggy* The l itu r g y  is  an extern al r e a l it y  and th a t r e a l it y  makes con tact with our souls through a point o f contact -  e. ; .  l ig h t in g  a candle .  the sign of the cross , the sta io n s of the cross .



10-The E s s e n tia ls  of every Good teaching M aterial So we see that every good teaching m aterial must —a) "be r e la te d  to some d e fin ite  niece of extern al r e a lit y  - i . e .  i t  must teach something .b) I t  must s o l i c i t  in  the c h ild  a d e fin ite  a c t iv i t y  bothof body ( $ands and muscles ) and of mind in  the centre .c) I t  must be an a c t iv i t y  exact , definvbe , purposeful and lead in g  to knowledge and the d ig e stio n  of knowledge through what i s  c a lle d  " afcuto-education ” .d) I t  must be an a c t iv i t y  than can be repeated, andwhich lead s to rep e tito n  by the c h i ld ’ s d esire  .. *Ve) I t  must in  so^rarway spread out the kowledge already known in  such a way that the mind ca$ r is e  above i t '  and see new r e la tio n s h ip s  .f )  These a c t iv i t ie s  lead in g to th e ir  own p a r t ic u la r  p o in ts  of co n tact must be ready to hand in  the Prepared Environment andbe so la id  out th a t they seem to say " Gome and use me " .g ) And fo r  th is  reason eash must have i t s  &&& Vl Motive o f A c t iv it yh) These a c t i v i t i e s  must be of such a nature th a t they lea d  the c h ild  -  who uses them -  &<hong the road of s e l f -  deveol opmenA and s e lf-p e r fe c t io n .Mrs Hufrchlson’ s S im ileMrs H. sent out by $he London c ounty Council to  Rome . "Gentlemen th is  i s  not a report £ : i t  i s  a jphapsod^'!The outward a ctio n  a t the periphery and the inner develooment a t the inner m ysterious cetre  .eg. the mysterious r e p e titio n  with the c y lin d e r s , — v £**-*-<> s »•I t  is  the Outward sign  of an in v is ib le  gra ce
\\fo4C NOT TO DO AWAY WITH COLLEC PIVB LESSONS .E sp e c ia lly  B ib le  S to r ie s  . 0 .T  and N.T the b est and most in te re stin g  s to r ie s  in  the world.A lso  d e fin ite  o ra l in s tr u c tio n  together on such« ¡ ¿ « f t  .pasMGod » Holy T r in ity  , The Sacraments , une .f a l l  of Man . e tc .



- I ID sT fu ltlo n s tfeeelyA Mont ess ° r i  Sch^ai is a  Prepared ‘‘"nfflfronement in  which the ch ild ren  can_ l . l v e th e ir  own in d iv id u a l -  and s o c ia l - l iv e s  according ¡bo the laws of th e ir  inner devlopment unimpeded by too much a d u lt in te re e n tio n  .L ater on : Education is  an A id  t<b L ife  .50 years ago her f i r s t  essay in  r e lig io n s  education under the t i t l eBambini v lv e n tl n ella .@ M esaEmpha/sis on the l iv in g  th e ir  r e lig io n  .A jyfontessori School i s a  p lace  where l i f e  i s  being liv e d  wholly and com pletely and spontaneously .R e lig io n  i s  a part of th a t L i fe  .p ie  Sine qua Hon of th is  spontaneously l ig ln g  and -development i s  -  or rath e r are -Prepared Environment Freedom .D ir e c t io n .................  a n d ............................Knowledge o f and resp ect fo r  the " S e n s itiv e  Periods w .P sy ch o -lo g iv a l not L o g ic a l a n a ly s is  of the su b jects  stu d ie d .e .g . Geometry The Old approach .Begin with the Axioms and P o stu late s  . Everything to be depended on Reason .Q. E .D  Quod er4& demonstrandum .How d iffe r e n t  M ontessorl » Geometry a t fo u r yrs .So a lso  with the Teaching of R e lig io n  .The Absorbent Mind— 0 - 7  years .Taking the bab^y in to  the Church .Quote from the C .E .G . f e t t e r  .F ir s t  Part -  unconscious -  absorbs the whole enviroment .3b~Second Stage . mofte and more consciousand throgh movement .Sensory -  motor period . i l  bambino impara,movendosi



- 12 -Sensory-Motor Stage 2-§— 5yrsAim . To nurture a r e lig io u s  sentiment, , rath er than an I n t e l le c t u a l  ap p reciatio n  of the tru th s o f r e lig io n  .e .g .  the c h ild  loves h is  mummy and expresses i t  through a cio n ts  - a hug , or a g i f t  of a flow er . .. tSo -  as always wijsh Montessori -  through a c tio n  .The S e n s itiv e  Period f o r  Fixing. Motor a c tio n se .g .E x e r c is e  of P r a c t ic a l  L i f e .A n a ly sis  o f Movements .Love of exactness and p re cis io n  and r e p e tit io n  .So such a c lo tn s  as Sign  of the Cross , g e n u fle ctio n s  , moving about in  the church ( to the a l t a r  )Flowers before an a lt a r  ,Carrying lig h te d  candles in  procession L igh tin g  candles b efore prayers .Use o f Holy water etc .S .P . fo r  Good manners ( a lso  in  the church )C h ild  loves i t  a t t h is  stage . "Hb I s more s t r i c t  and exact thqn a Master of Ceremonies 11 .But these ape to be learned not in  the Church- bvt in t.h« Atrium .The atriumVery b r ie f  d e scrip tio n  of the idea . the ante-room to the Church .A room dedicated to r e lig io n  on a l l  i t s  le v e ls  . Examples vWfflat i s  the A lta r  ? ( through movement )The L itu r g ic a l  ta b le  -  w ith l i t u r g i c a l  ta b le  -c lo th e s , and l i t u r g i c a l  flo w ers .The sp e cia l fe a s t  on a constant back-ground.Great F ie ld  fo r  ResearchWanted a Ch ildren ^ Liturgy . eg fo r  E aster Week .( some experiments in  France )The procession a t I g l i sc'children ca rry in g  the crtfm  and n a i ls  e tc .



The Supernatu r a liz a t io n  o f the Ordinary Occupations
E*g the in te re st t  cn lm ;rscoiliour tabiBirS stage - and L itu r g ic a l  Colours c f  the l i t u r g i c a l  ta b le  mentioned above .Hand w a s h in g -------  the holy water .Arranging flo w ers ------fa?r the a l t a r  or a tatu e  .Laying the ta b le  -  aranging the th in gs on the a lt a rThe care of the environment .C a re fu l movement------and. in the chapelTheSLlbnce Game ; ; ;  and in the church .Walking round the lin e  with g la a s  o f water ----" fo r  a statu e .In  f a c t  -  as Montessori says -"Meanwhile , the a p p lic a tio n  of the method follow ed in  my C h ilr e n 's  Houses " aisiEisxxHSEmBlixiBtxhsx produced th is  e x c e lle n t fru ^ iit -  the Church almost seemdd to be the end of the education which the method proposed to give .The " S ile n ce  " observed in  c la s s  , to accuston the c h ild  to be r e c o lle c te d  , here found i t s  a p p p lica tlo n  : i t ; became the in terlo & r r e c o lle c t io n  observed in the House o f God , amid the g e n tle  f l ic k e r in g  of the c a n d le lig h t in  an atmosphere dim , y et resplendent with gleamingwhite and g o ld .Again the fthchchvtag actionrswere p r a c t ic a lly  re p e titio n s  of of what the c h ild  had le a rn t to do in the classroom : wal/isig s i le n t ly  avoiding a l l  noise , ittlacftg ch a irs  q jjie tly  , standing up and fitt in g  down composedly j passing between benches and by-standers withour knodklng a g a in st then , carryin g o b je c ts » * ,even f r a g i le  onesjiwith care so as to l e t  no harm come to them , fo r  example : c a rry in g l lig h te d  candles without covering hands and c lo th e s  with wax , or paskets of flow ers , or b^ses o^ water $o be f i l l d  with flow ers and then p laced  a t the fo o t of the a l t a r  .Sueh tth in g s  must therefo re  appear to th&4 r tender minds as the e*!pL of e f fo r t  p a tie n tly  sustained , whence issu e sfo r  them a plea singes ense of joy and a new d ig n ity  . Before such an ap p reticeh ip  , the^e tin y  members of the Church f e e l  th at they are servants exectt^lng m aterial tasks w ithout under- standlngwhat they.do : a f t e r  i t  , and a ft e r  what they have le a rn t has been ap p lied  in  Church , they begin t  comprehenxd and to d is tin g u is h  between the d iffe r e n t  circum stances



-14-In  order to gtyasp th is  idea one oughht to  know the Montessori "ethod in  the Children Houses which preparesthe ch ild te n  in  the d a ily  l i f e  of theclasstoom  by e xercises which are , in  themselves , q y ite  independent of the r e lig io u s  e d ic a iio n - , but which seem to be a preparation fo t  i t .  In  f a c t  they a id  in p e rfe c tin g  the c h ild  , in  making raim calm , obedient , a tte n tiv e  to h is  own movements , capable of s ile n c e  and recfollecyion .When th lsp rep aratio n  has been made the c h ild  teasteaat SnuTBl. f in d s  the means fo r  i t s  a p p lic a tio n  in  the Church which are a t tr a c t iv d  vCV’ctfl^ied and deeply s ig n if i fe a n t  , and he r e ceives as a B it  , a sense of d ig n ity  and s a t is fa t io n  .Moreover thesvery f a c t  ofperform ingk fo r  d iff^h§n^t purposes a c ts  which though s im ila r  are capable of d iverse a p p lie — a tio n  a n d sig n lfica n ce  c o n stitu te s  in  i t s e l f  anothe source of in t e l le c t u a l  development .The c h ild  of f^our is  no^ ingnoralwHof the d iffe re n c e  between the holy water stoup Inyo which he puts h is  tin y  hands before easing h im self , and the &asins in  the hext room where he washes h is  hands. Now ju s t  th is  Elk ap p reciatio n  of the d i f f e r ence between l ik e  thin gs i s  re a l , in t e l le c t u a l  labour which the l i t t l e  creature i n i t i a t e s  when he begins to r a l lz e  that he is  a c h ild  of Sod , Ibj/ingly received  in  the house of the great Heavenly fa th e r  , though h ith e rto  he has been considered almost in ca p a b le 'o f ^ s in g  to any idea or concept . 11wants to go to school in  tla*____ W _____  . because you le thim put out the candles : th a t is  a l l  . Would i t  not be b e tte r  to apply thus fifcea si|to» exenztase t(b A rithm etic ? -  fo r  example to h o ld  ten lig h te d  can9.es and then to put then out counting one, two three e tc . " .The c i t i c  who spo&e thus to  me had but a poor s p ir it u a l  u nderstadinfg and l i p t t l e  knowledge of ch ild ren  . The/Xrithm etica e x e rcise  with he candles woould have laJ/ed a t most a week , the t time necesssary -  more or le s s  -  to learn  to vount from one to ten .B u t those ch ild re n  as they grew o ld er , and continw^ th e ir  in s t r u c t io n ' , e ith e r  in general; fcr r e lig io u s  jtoowledge , would observe , in  Church , the p u ttin g  out or She canfllesa th a t consumelhemseves , burning in  thepresence o f Je su s  descended amongst them , a<hd the would understand th a t the a c t was not a hebe  mere c h ild is h  pastime but a r e lig io u s  fu n ctio n  to be rev eren tly  fu lf i l le d  , because done in  a sacred p lace  and bearing oh the w o rsh ip  p aid  to GodL ate r S e n s itiv e  PeriodsThe "T ran sitio n  ¿ S ta g e "The beginnings of W riting and Reading and Number . The^same idea of su p e m a tu ra lisa tio n  .Reading names and p u ttin g  to O b jects .Sacred V e sse ls  , vestments p a rts  of the Church ,

r e a l i t y  of suefe im pressionsI  had y e t to meet msn; us of th e r ^ ^ S yof suck im pressions l i t t  &  nephew



- Ï 5 -B ib l ic a l  Geography .B ib l ic a l  anim als .R e lig io u s  symbolse .g . the dove , the cross The S ta tio n s  of the Cross ,The Creed -epearated and w ritten the f is h  , the lio n  , out on separate b i t s  of card.The Age of ReasonThe whole question t o l f  th Always based on. a stu<3y o which have come to the fo x * - Iecatechism  .r the p sy ch o lo g ica l c h a r a c te r s its  the new s e n s itiv e  periods .e .g .  the in te r e s t  in  the r ig h t  and wrojfetg of acions . the hero -  worshipping tendency . the love of a f ig h t  .the gang s p ir i t  .The d é sire  to  hav eqU.1 th in gs bound together in  a rational** ) the inner connexions' o f Freobel . legame
A Short summary of p o in tsThe c h ild  absorbs spontaneouslyAccording to h is  se n stiv e  periods .The n e ce ss ity  of a prepared Envimment .He learn s through a c t iv i t y  the Point of Contact &k® given l ib e r ty  of choise and freedon to complete the Cycle o f Work .The S e p e c ia lis a tio n  of r e lig io u s  su b jects ( su p e m a tb ra lis  a tio n  )The Ainium -  learn in g  -  not in  the church and during the a? t  of woship -  but in  a room of preparation ou tside .I c f  fr a m in g  to go to a b a l l  )R e lig io n  i s  not a " su b ject " a t  a c e r ta in  time but a part of a l i  f e  which unfolds i t s l e f f  spontaneously from day to day and month to month .
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