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PLAN MIICH <ILL BIDST PRODUCE A liIONTLSoORI CLASS

The Montessori class should begin with from 12 to 15 children, of 2\ to 4, or 3 to
4}. The length of the session for them should gradually extend from about two hours
to begin with to an eventual uninterrupted period of around three hours.

The class should be built up gradually, over a two-year period, to a group of 25
children at the end of the Ffirst year, adding in only the youngest children; that is,
23 or 3*s; and 35 at the end of the second year. This class of 35 children should
be run by one teacher and a non-teaching aide*

There should be no arbitrary cutting out of the children from the Primary Class at
six. Montessori’s age-grouping was from 3 to 6 plus; from 6 plus to 9 plus; from

9 plus to 12 plus, etc. Some children are ready to move into the Junior Class at 6;
that is to say, they have finished all the Primary work, in all subjects, by then.
Others are not ready until others not until 62; some children not until 7»
Again, some children of 6 may have finished all the Primary language materials, but
may not have completed all the mathematics work. Others may have done a lot of
history and geography, but very little biology and mathematics. For this reason,
where it is possible, i1deally a Montessori class should be planned and built in

such a way that the classrooms for the 3-6, 6-9, 9-12 groups should have arches
with sliding doors leading from one room to the next, or preferably, one open space,
with low shelving between the groups. In this way, the six-year-old, who has got

to the end of the primary apparatus in one subject but not in all, can go in and out
to whatever classroom holds the work he is needing.

There is then a kind of transition period made possible for this 6-7 year-old group,
indirect preparation, again, as through all Montessorils system, for a later stage,
that of the next class, the Juniors. Or later again, for the 9-12 class, where the
same principle of indirect preparation for the class should hold good. In this way,
too, the younger children can profit from the indirect preparation of being able

to walk through their class and on into the next and on into the next if they wish,
and sit and watch or listen to a lesson being given to individuals or groups in
either the 6-9 class or the 9-12 class. And just as freely, they can get up and go
back to their own room when they have had enough or th4 lesson is over. In the same
way, too, the older children are free to go down to the primary class to borrow some
piece of the sensorial or other apparatus that may be alluded to in their own more
Nadvanced work. There is then, a unity within the school, a real atmosphere of
community work, a chance of real gocial life, whe e exchange can. help and benefit
from the others.

Fith this necessary atmosphere of gradually increasing more advanced work in mind,
instead of running two baby classes, one in the morning and one in the afternoon,
there should be one class, eventually ranging in age from 2¢ or 3 " around 7»

This should consist of a half-day session for the younger children with an afternoon
session also for the older children. It would seem advisable that the children

under 5 should go home at mid-day, after a session of approximately three hours,
including religion, if this is given in the school. The 5"s and over 5*s> whose
numbers will gradually increase, should have lunch, a period of recess, and an after-
noon session of about 2 or 2§-hours.



The lunch need not be a hot meal. It is perfectly possible to teach the children

to lay their tables with placemats, knives, and spoons, table napkins folded in
different ways, plates, cups,.-and saucers or glasses or paper cups, even if the

meal is only to consist of sandwiches and milk or orange juice. The meal can be a
special occasion, whether hot or cold* and offer opportunity for serving one another*
even if it is only with milk.

The recess period can also serve as an occasion for teaching organized games. There
are many games that can bd taught to 5"s and 6"s so that the recess period need not
just be a fri“e-for-all, noisy, aimless activity, just taken so that the children can
have fresh air.

IT this plan is followed, the aide can be taught how to carry on the luncheon period
and the recess period, so that the teacher may have an opportunity of some free time
and rest before the afternoon period. The teacher should initiate these periods with
the aide observing, and show the children and the aide the proper procedure she
wishes followed, until the aide is able to carry on alone.

In this way, with the older children there for the afternoon, the teacher will get
a chance of teaching the more advanced work to them, and of giving group lessons in
ehistory, geography, etc., which these children can then get along with in the morn-
ings, while the teacher is freer to teach the younger childfen then. This begins
to extend the scope of the work for the younger children to absorb from, and it is
this possibility,, rather than the actual lessons given by the teacher to them, that
enables the younger children to learn so much more»

Margaret E. Stephenson

Association Montessori Internationale



FURNITURE FOR AN EVENTUAL I"ONTTTSOPJ CLASS OF 35 CHILDREN,
IROM 3 to 6 PLUS

38" diameter 5 20" x 20"
5-year-old height 3-year-old

height

38" 5 20" x 20"
6-year-old height 4-year-old
height

40" x 20" 20" x 30"
3-year-old height 5-year-old
height
20" x 30"
40" x 20" 6-year-old
4-year-old height height
40" x 20"

5-year-old height

Trapezoidal tables may be used in place of some of the rectangular ones, if desired.
Two can be fitted together to make a larger hexagonal table. The heights of the
chairs should fit the heights of the tables. The chairs should have long backs to
support the child"s back. Tables and chairs should be painted in pretty pastel
shades, not Formica-covered, as this is not so satisfactory for scrubbing exercise$
and the chairs should match the tables they are to go with. Tables on the right of
the plan are for indivictuals. Rectangular tables on the left are for two children,
if desired. Circular and elliptical tables are for four if necessary, or if the
children wish to sit in a group. Both tables and chairs should be of a very light-
weight wood, so that one child can carry an individual table, two children the others
The legs should not be rubber—or plastic-capped«



r SET OF MCNTESSORI MATERIAL FOR-AIT EVENTUAL CLASS OF THIRTY
FIVE -CHILDREN FROM TV/O AND A HALF TO SIX PLUS

JEMX: OBTAINABLE FROM: Mr. A. Nienhuis
Montessori Leermiddelenhuis

\b"b - P.0. Box 8602

Il e *o* The Hague, Holland f
Cat. No. Item Price
Ll Complete set of-dressing frames $ 25.25
19-22 Complete set of solid cylinders 22.80
24 .  Pink Towv/er - " . 4.50
25 Broad Stair | 6.50
26 Long Stair 5.50
51-53 Complete set of..-color boxes 11.75
16 Sound boxes 8.00
63-64 Complete set of bell material;bells,

T music boards, charts, boxes and cabinet-146.40
12,13 Touch Boards - 2.00
14,14a Touch Tablets and box 3*15
15 Set of Smelling boxes 9»85
18,18a Set of. thermic bottles and tablets . 15.60
17 Set-of Baric tablets 3.60
37,38,38a Geometrical cabinet,demonstration

tray and its contents. . 24.75
39 Set of geometrical form cards” 2.75
40,40a . Cabinets with three and six compart-

ments for the form cards 4.50
41 Biology ca.bintt 14 .50
43,44 Set of biology cards and box - » 3.90
23 Set of knobless cylinders " 11.15
49,49a Set of constructive triangles

v/1th boxes . 17.40
131 Binomial cube 5.00
132 Trinomial cube 6.80
48,48a Set of geometrical solids with bases

and box - 8.80
1*76,176a Complete set of puzzle maps with stand
177,236 to hold them 103.50
230,231 Set of globes,sandpaper and painted 6.90
233 Set of flags and flagstand.s % 13.50
179,238 Complete, set of maps with small - B Y
239 flags to insert 40.65
46,47 Set of metal iInsets with stands 11.75
114,115 " Set of small metal insets,divided "
116 circles,squares and triangles 34.05
113 Set of divided skittles for fractions 5.50
111,112 -Two boxes with grammar symbols 10.00
108 - Set of analysis material,arrows,

circles, triangles and charts 10.80
249,249b Complete farm and fam table 41.00
27 Set of number rods 6.75
28,28a,29 Two sets of _print sandpaper numbers

with boxes - 5.00

33 Two sets of number cards, boxed 3*90



SET OP MCNTESSORI
FIVE CHILDREN

OBTAINABLE PROM:

MATERIAL FOR -AN EVENTUAL CLASS OP THIRTY
PROM TWO AND A HALF TO SIX PLUS

Mr. A. Nienhuis
Montessori Leermiddelenhuis

A, ", P.0. Box 8602
* The Hague, Holland r
Cat. No. Item Price
1-11 Complete set of dressing frames $ 25.25
"19-22 Complete set of solidcylinders 22.80
2 . m Pink Tower - 4 .50
25 Broad Stair - 6.50
26 Long Stair 5.50
51-53 Complete set of-color boxes 11.75
16 Sound boxes .8.00
63-64 Complete set of bell material;bells,
" music boards, charts, boxes and cabinet-146.40
12,13 Touch Boards . 2.00
14,14a Touch Tablets and box 3»15
ml5 Set of Smelling boxes 9*85
18,18a Set of thermic bottles and tablets . 15.60
17 Set .of Ba.ric tablets - 3*60
37,38,38a Geometrical cabinet,demonstration
tray and its contents. n 24._.75
39 Set of geometrical form cards”’ 2.75
40,40a . Cabinets with three and six compart-
ments for the form cards 4_.50
41 Biology ca.biriet 14 .50
43 ,44. Set of biology cards and box " » 3«90
23 Set of knobless cylinders ‘ 11.15
49,49a Set of constructive triangles
with boxes 17.40
131 Binomial cube 5»00
132 Trinomial cube 6.80
48,48a Set of geometrical solids with bases
and box 8.80
1*f6,176a Comnlete set of puzzle maps with stand
177,236 to hold them 103.50
230,231 Set of globes,sandpaper and painted 6.90
233 Set of flags and flagstands N 13*50
179,238 Complete, set of maps with small - 3
239 flags to insert - 40.65
46,47 Set of metal insets with stands 11.75
114,115 “ Set of small metal insets,divided
116 circles,squares and triangles 34.05
113 Set of divided skittles for fractions 5.50
111,112 -Two boxes with grammar symbols 10.00
108 - Set of analysis material,arrows,
circles, triangles and charts 10.80
249,249b Complete farm and farn table 41.00
27 Set of number rods 6.75
28,28a,29 Two sets of _print sandpaper numbers .
with boxes. 5*00

-33 * Two sets of number cards, boxed 3*90



*  AAAeniial
bgoks By mMm oA m issono

1/ ABSCLRBQff FONO * Dn. FhmteAAoni'a loai hook aboui infoni ami. eanly
CNIIAKOOTA CONRIYPIMEN VL cviuiiirs ceveriiins severariissessiessgersssssssssssesesssesbagegesssag s ettt essssseas *..$6.75
|

7%0330 VW OF 77/ CHsL) * a H B | S wm M W I1H H >
[/Es7i/1 OF (710LOFOOD* ‘AN inienpneiaiion of ike cfvLid io ike aduli

wko miAinienpnei hjus aciioriA and moiiveA.. . ... ... . . 2,55
77/ FIWISSUAO FfTHOf) Bu Dn. Banda LhNIEAAONL D v 6.$0
ADO(A700F'FC77 A F/IV WORILL® fnepanina ¢he ¢mali chlld fon ike neexU of
IOMONNNW'a. UV T oo e o 2.0
77/ FOTMOOH OF FAN nerume of Dn. LhnieAAo/ti'a u<onk of lievi mone Impaniami
conce.piA, and of hen appnoack io lloonld. lilenacu ........................... 1.2p
i0 Alfj(n7( jili 7207"WJ) nd ;7770AL lo kelp ieackenA inienpnei ike need of

ckcldnen oeyond. ape. acx fon acnucacicon of euliune.......................... 271

7/(01577U(700F OF (DJIf/IIOOF lo undenAiand ike ckildk abAonpiive powenA and
dilige ikem ion a0ocCu. ..o, PP
ffAff' AOD'//I'(A700F 1lke need fon a Acleniific Aludy of peace io pnepane
ccvcelized man fon a NEro UVN I i i i o .35
DA. FIIOA FOFT/SS070 - F(XJ7 ADDIR/SSAS Delivened btj Dn. FonieAAoni ai ike

meeiing. ol ike Falconai /duc/iiinn Aaaodallon keld ai San hnanciéco, 191s.. 1,00
Df L/FFAIFT AAL'AfV7/S(/F7 (fnom cdildTvood io adoleAcence) in Inenck ....... 250
Vil AfiVAA///) FOF7fSSOKO F/771QD By Fanla FonieAAoni, publcAked in a Tilaio Aieni
ecliiton bu KalakAkeina (adyaji-Fadna 20- Ondia) On one on ivo volume”, illuAinaied
wiik oicluneA iadcn in mocfenn aclvjola. Ike ininodudion La u/niilen by Fn. Fonia
FhmteAAonl Cenenal Dinecion of ike AAAOciaiion FonieAAoni Oniennaiionale... 10,00
70/ fW KO efi AND 7HA FON(70QF OF 71/ OFOV/7SI75. s i .
L'¢W (/IIOOFy/JdJCOjUST (ileliyiouA eaucniion: Ike Qiild in 'ike Quinci, and

oiken eAwuid) in hnenck............ ... .. ... . . . R 7. SO
LA F/SSf V/(0/ TUIA L/S (FhAFLS (FaAA explained io ckildnen) in Fnenck ..... 2.75
LA'ISAIO FASSA SBOSCAIA Al BAFBONO (Foaa explained io ckildnen) in Oialian.. 2.75
7// QIiOLIrOF 71/ 0/01/11 Fonia fihnieAAoni and oikenA — ediied by /.F.

Siandiny fon ike (ale.ckeiicnl (uild ¢ducaiional Socieiy..................... 7.55

BQOKS ABOU7 IN. FAMA FOF7/SSORO AND 1/7 f/JHOu

071// FDN7/SSORO 070/777;D 707L/S
FALLOA FONIASSOAO: //A LOFI AND WO7K A veny compnekenAive (if naiken exub-

enani) Aiud.u, bu A.F. Siandina........ oo e 5%95
TH/ 70777/SAORO F/7HOD: A 7AV(GW 700F ON ;00/47000 A'bnief look ai

FonieAAoni acHoola, by f. 74 Alandina........ .o+ cvvvinin e rrrsrsrssnrnnnn . 7.50
wWMIWMrn 70(7701/ Ad7) LO71M/) - 711/ FONI;SSO1LO AmOAQt (Qavaleiii and

Cobbi) Aneface bu Ade BEiKUNE . .coiiier e i 2.55
WF7/55070 AS 7/B0Q000S M . Ade BeikUNEe overievrrereenns [ o s 20

007 LAW'S (AI(J[HOSIS Onipinal ediiion by Foilren OAabel (uyenie, fon

teackina nelinion io ckildnen 3 in 6 [6 pampk.J

T A (4] 101 1= e

FO7S7 (OFF/SSOOF ) Fhiken OA@bDel {UNENTE it seesbere e b e sreens s
N

(OFFO7MOOF J N ————————— 1.00
Salmi_Leo Leaaue - TleaAe aend me ike H dfoa ckecked.
Box o7/ FAL/
Fewponi, 7kod.e OAland 02871
ADD7/SS
0 am encloAiny S pluA I®6 fon pOAlaye and kandliny.

7leafe bill me inAlead.



	Box 17, Folder 19 - "Plan which will Best Produce a Montessori Class" (uncredited)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658247842.pdf.MccaQ

