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SCRIBES aND PHaBISSS — 2— -

Beings on a hogher nlane

The study of the Law endowed them with such sacredness and sanctity
th t they 1rved to be reagrded as beings on a higher plane.
That i1s why they loved to be regarded as worthy of the best places

in the synagogues , slaams iIn the market place and so forth

THEIR AUTHORITIESELF ASSUMED
They devloped the MosaicLaw into all s”~tos of minute regulations
that had nothin”™ to do with Its original intentions < Thye bujitllt up
the i1dea of holiness as the carrying out of scores of minute regulations
with regard to the Sabbath , and Fasting and Tithes and ritual
washings . So many that It became a full time job to observe them
(11 — and quite impossible for the ordinary man iIn the street and
home to carry ut.
WHaT THEIR POPULIRIPTY RES TEDOH
Their whole position rested on the puloslty of and super-—
atiotlon of the ptple aND ON THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE TO FIND
SOME TRUE LEADERS IN THE RELIGIOUS LIFE WHEN THE PRIESTS HaD BECOME
TOO WORLDS TO BE THEIR SPIRITULa GUIDES * NO ONE WOULD EVER DREaM 07?
GOING TO ONE OF THIi?" IESTS ON a MATTER OF CONSCIENCE . THaT WAS THE
<JOB OF THE SCRIBES aND PHa ISEES
THE ¢(O0?LE ON TH hoLE WERE GOOD aND SINCERE IN THEIR RE)"
LIGIOU3 aSPIRaTIONS *ND FELT THE NEED TO aDMIRE 3 ™\ ~REFUT1ID at
any rate -)tnodels of learning a nd piety. THEY KNEW NO BETTER
AND TOOK THE HUSK BSCaUSS THERE WAS NOWHERE THE KERNEL OF RELIGION
TO BE SEEN OR HEARD . THERE WaS IN THE MINDS aND HEaRTS OF THE
COMMON PEOPLE a YEaRNING aND a LONGING FOR TRUE RELIGION : IT Wa3
LIKE A VfiUWM THaT HaD TO BE FILLED SOMEHOW : -iND UP fO THE TIME OF Jesus
It was filled with thereat that they could find In their environ-

ment ,



The Commandment "Thou aha It keep holy the Sabbath”™ had givni r(jse to

entire volumes of commentatires , For Instnacs they gravely

asked i1f one had the right to eat an egg the greater part of

which had Issued from the hen beofre the second star

appeared , for if so the chicken had broken the Sabbath byla/ing
another rabbinical treatise said 1t was as serlosu to

Squash a flea on the sabbath as kill a camel

THE LETTER KILLSj THE SPIRIT GIVETH LIFE

THEY WERE an exclusive society “like the Masons™ithln «Jewry
They took a sort of vow * Each member iIn the preencs of three
others promise”™to remain true to the rules of the brotherhood.
A vow to abstain from anything that“joon which tithes had
not been nald * Placed an irresistible barrier between them
and the rest of the people Anyone who has tken upon himself to
be trustworthy is Bound to tithe all he eats or sells or recleves.
We cannot be the guest of the common people ,
The Pahiresse s were cut off not only from the Gentile
world but also from the bulk of their own ooeopl .We can understand
how shocked they were when Jesus ate with oubllcans and sinners-—

every morsel he ate was rltuall y Impure

D) they maintained old customs 2) tookreligion seriously
2) Took _Religion ser™ousfr
They i1moressed the people , the maintanance of the
putiry laws inrfived conti”al self restraint. Theyfasted and
prayed (ND K aDE NO SECRET OF IT )The sect , thougVimocked
insnlred respeot and even awe iIn the untutored crowd

The Ph* created public opnlon and swayed the nopulacs * They were



Thelr enmity

They aa much as Calaphas and his prlaata encompaseed the

of Jeavs : thej”ursued Christ In Galilee , opposed hi» In Judea ;

surrounded hits |J«lth cunning , craft

ministry they shewed themselves U* Implacable, foes ; they

mocked him In his death agony on the ¢ ..... *>are U *ot

for the matign fnfluée ofFePIPEeNd Phalacea lIsreal meght
never have rejected Its Messiah

"5 f WERE Y POLXK

the FIRST sTRIKIN fact ABOUT the 3 and P i1s that they \O. er

lay folk _....

The Scribes regarde the Driest hood as a dlvenly

stated but considered

In-
the -resent holders of that office as
shaemfully lax and unorthodox

nfli. THEE STARTED
After fourteen centuries the ulaw of Moses neede adjustment to

vastly dIflferent circumstances .The priests did not help and

a self appointed class of lawyers greVup to Interpret the
lav of Moses to modern times — ég}H% an &Ver Increalng authority

It was a good thing to start with

reverence from the people

These rabbis claimed an extraorldnary reverence and resoect

iron the ApU . the very Hie rabbi n.ane My Lord ! The sign. of

resuect towards your rabbi Is next to your reverneo for ",od ....

takes precedence over your respect for your father
their job
Eirst . To study and develop the thelry of the Law
Second To teach these regulations to the people
Third

rhye had to maintain the oarr Ing out of the lav. to the

people . rhye formed Courts of "aw

, envy and hatred Ibhrougout h



sound as the other "
There was a gasp of wonder , surptise and joy from
the crowd as the ast nished beggar placed his healed right
hand next to his good left hand a compared them . Buthteh
thePharisees looked on iIn stony silence _Whether old “acob
was cured or not was a matter of compete iIndiff erence to them
They had only brought him into the affair as a sort of decoy
Many iIn the corwd came up to Jacob and concartulated him
and there was such a hubbub of excited voices that hardly
anyone heard the concludinng benediction , which the
oTfcitatlng rabbi pronounced at a slip from Abner
The Pharisees In a group made for the exit
holding themselves high as befits the supporters of the Law
and walking iIn a dignified silence . Out of habit the crowd made way f
for them to pass but they did. not bow as they passed and it was
noticeable that not a single person iIn the crwod came forward
-xaKXvcacaxHfi istHxdHisax to kiss the hand of theRuler of the
Syagogue as was often done
As the sacristan nut the scrolls iIn the Arka and locked

it up and put the cushions away In a cupboard and preparedto

lock up the synagogue he muttered to himself . " well 1It's
a queer world this is too never know aht is ;"oing to haopen

next 1



0 w

The fundamental idea was that beside the written law there
was an oral law to go \i1th 1t and compjete i1t ~Gad had given
to Moses ooral regulations to go with the law the was reveal
ed to him ¢ This law was supposed to have been handed on
to Joshua , then to the elders , theprpophets and then to
the men of the synagogues . These prohibitions were added iIn
order b assist the Jewish people from resisting temptation s
legal decisions on disputed matters.Viewed as a whol they
treated men like children formaliszing the minutest particul
ars 6f ritual observances . Burdens too heavy to be bom "
23#51x .Some of them - taken by themselves - might seem reaso
hab le enough but the sting of them consisted In their aggte
regate number , which would hse the tendency to quench fervo
our and freshness in religion =
They formed a sort of society to carry out these regul
ations : those amongst the middle and loweer classed who
were not members were called the wVulgar " or the people of th
land . Each member promised - iIn the presence of three
other members - tha he would remain true ot the laws of the
associtaion

CLEAN AND UNCLEAN
Some of the most important regulations concerned what v

things werfe to be regarded as clean or unclean .Their origin
might have beien symbolical »sanitary m religious or fanciful
°fr conventional . Every unclean person was cut off from part-
icipation in almost every religious EBrBMoiyx privileges

This could be done by eating or touching what was

nblean , defilin g the sanctuary of “ehovah



*e""g. anything slaughtered by a heathen should be deemed unfit to

ebe eaten , like onw who had died of i1tself , and to carry such a

carcase mtuld pollute
The pharasees were not rfech and degenerate in a wolrdly

sense . lived frugally ( Josepheus ) .

Many hypocrites amongst them , but one could not use the
wordk in its presnetn sense with regard to the body as a whole,
"The most intense formalists that the world has ever known

Our Lord said they made the word of God of none effect by their

traditions
Some of the prohibtlons were at variance with true relig-

There was a fetrong spirit of prosyletism amongst them at the
time of Christ _(Math XXI11 15)This was an indirect preparation
for the coming of St ?aul who was also a ithaisee and very keen on
,making converts .CGreat discussions of theology and religion
were aell known at that time dmongst the Jews - many of whom

welcomed a relgion which was more spiritual and released them form

the "bondage' of the i1aw



Uio fundamental Ildea was that beeids the written law there
m was an oral law to go 1th it and compiete i1t -God had given
to Moses coral regulations to go with tte law the was reveal
ed to him . This law was supposed to have been handed on
to Joshua , then to the elders , theprpophets and then to
the men of the synagogues . These prohibitions were added in
order b assist the Jewish people from resisting temptation s
legal decisions on disputed matters,Viowed as a whol they
treated men like children formallszing the minutest partilcul
ars 6fF ritual observances » Burdens too heavy to be born "
%3b$5x .Some of them — taken by themselves — might seem reaso
faab J.e enough but the sting of them consisted iIn their aggte
regate number t which would hue the tendency to quench fervo
our and freshness iIn religion *
They formed a sort of society to carry out these regul-
ations : those amongst the middle and loweer classed who
were not members were called the wVulgar " or the people of the
land. Each member promised - in the presence of three
other members - tha he would remain true ot the laws of the
assocltalon

CLEM AND UNCLEAN ,
Borme of the most Important regulations concerned that v

things were to be regarded as clean or unclean .lheir origin
mi$it have been symbolical ,sanitary m religious or fanciful
ofr conventional . Every unclean person was cut off from part-
icipation in almost every religious gggggBsegue privileges .
fthio could be dene by eating or touching what was

nblean » defllln g the sanctuary of ~ebovah ,



e*g# anything slaughtered by a heathen should be deemed unfit to
be eaten » like onw who had died of Itself $ and to carry such a
"carcase »uld pollute *

% e pharaseea were not rfech and degenerate In a weirdly
sense * lived frugally ( Josepfeeus ) .

Many hypocrites amongst them , but one could not use the
wordk In Its presnetn sense with regard to the body as a wh la,
rdhe most Intense formalists that the world has ever known *

Our Lord said they made the word of ad of none effect by their
traditions ”
Some of the prdhlbtlons were at variance with true relig*
lon

Lhere was a fetrong spirit of prosyletlsm amongst them at the
time of Qirist *(Math XXX11 15)Thls was an Indirect preparation
for the coming of 3t %ul who was also a i1halsee and very keen on
»making converts »Great discussions of theology and religion
were aell known at that time draongst the ~ews - many of idiom

welcomed a relglon which was more spiritual and released them form

the "bondag M of the "aw
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