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RELiaiQUB SDIKUTXQM»
Our con trib ution  I s  the p r a c t ic a l aspect -  le* how to  

transm it the Teaching of the Church* Always we have 

PrlnclnlB .
F ir s t  Based on the Psychology o f the Child  

Second Tills Idea th a t the Child i s  an gMftpe i.hflSflCft.SSUitS 

and can take from the Envlronemhnt much more than we had 

Imagined* So there comes a t  once th is  Idea th a t even w ith  

sm all ch ildren  we must prepare la  parte plu a l ia  ** the h ig h est  

part — and a f te r  some time put the c h ild  in  a ty**

«usant«.
ffo the Croa t Question I s  -  not how we are to  teach r e lig io n  

but * How to  put the c h ild  In such a con d ition  th a t he 

can take In fo r  h im se lf. ~ For the ch ild  l iv in g  In an envir

onment takes In . So the answer to  the Problem I s  -  

To Prepare an gmEtavlrontCiant on such a b a s is  that I t  Is  poss

ib le  fo r  him to take In , absorb spontaneously.

Takes In.Through AQttKlftZ»
There are many th in gs to  con sid er In r e lig io n  but we 

s h a ll  not deal with the most Intim ate l.e *  the p h ilo so p h ica l 

s id e  ( th e o lo g ic a l) .  That i s  not fo r  me. I do not Intend to  

en ter Into the in s tr u c t io n a l part but to suggest a con tribut

ion to  the External part of the C atholic R elig ion .

The External P a r t  More formal more « f ta m a l.
There are many th in gs to con sid er in  r e lig io n  but we

s h a ll  not d ea l w ith the most in tim ate le* I t  has a great  
fu n ctio n  t h is  ex tern a l part and I t  i s  an asp ect which lends



I t s e l f  to the preparation of a Special «hvlronment and *

i is u L U m a *

tfemy perso?is had occupied them selves w ith t h is  aspect*  

¿arid m  la  Barcelona occupied o u r se lf  in  th is  o a t te r  * t h is

more l i t u r g ic a l  part ** and thought o f  b u ild in g  a church fo r

th e ch ild ren  ♦  a s others had a lso  thought, 

ca se  t h is  o th er  idea*

But afterwards

la  fa c t  there should fee a ’preparation for what the c h ild  

has to  learn  and take in  in  the Church.* 

vo irust not confuse th is  Preparation fo r  worship w ith  the  

idea o f  worship I t s e l f*
Some had t h is  o ther Idea to  preoar© fo r  the l i f e  in  the

Church in  a p lace s p e c ia lly  so t  apart* So * to  prepare 

a" ch ild  in  t h is  way I s  to  prepare a sp e c ia l environment* This

sp e c ia l environment would fee a s I t  war© an -Camera to  .the 

Cfpjnob ...■»■ an anto*room in  which cm© goto  ready*

When we go in to  Church we nood to  bo prepared* But t h is

Preparation i s  a long a f f a ir  and d if fe r e n t  from the a p p lica tio n

in the Church.
fMg 5 S> it <#12

This ant© * camora wo c a ll  the Atrium« Sho nasi© atrium 

was given to th large ingress© (entrance} to the Roman 

Basilica* fl'i## however th© id©a i s  eysmatlcal*
th© itriurn io  therefor© an ¿mie*Cas8©ra to  the Church



in  which the ch ild  i s  l e f t  p e r fe c t ly  fr e e  (because i t  i s  not 

the Church)

CHARaCT -RIOTICS OF THE &TRIXJH

I t  must be B e lla  (b e a u tifu l)  more simple than the Church, 

and not as beau tifu l*  Pero abbastanaa grande « but s u f f ic ie n t ly  

grandose*

I t  i s  a ston ish in g  th ing  that th is  Idea has not come up 

before* For we have sp e c ia l rooms fo r  mu-1c, gym nastics, 

chem istry and so forth*

I t  seems to  us n atu ral to  have separate rooms fo r  music -  

and o f course you could i f  a b so lu te ly  necessary use the same 

room fo r  music and gym nastics but the P r in c ip le  i s  a Oooclal

, sbsqIa!»aufe-lsafe*
Thus a S p ecia l Room fo r  R elig io u s Training* 

a P ra c tic a l .advantage In a school where you have C atholic and 

Kon-Catholic Children (who are understood not to  have Cath, 

Teaching) *t
•  While a t  the same time I t  would g iv e  a general n llg lo u s  

atmosphere to  a l l  the children*

th a t I t  1 a not F ir s t  and forem ost the atrium i s  not to  be 

looked upon as a p lace  where ch ildren  s i t  and rece iv e  r e lig io u s  

in stru c tio n  -  a t le a s t  not that p rim arily .

I t  i s  a p lace %<here they would have the  

1, p o s s ib i l i t y  o f doing, certa in  tliln  :a.

2. Of l iv in g  there in  tr a n q u ility



5# noting  and V m  &0023 ¿i&MiXA

£££&!& .cartnitloafl at, tftO,,,naBMLJElffififc 
Our ordinary Montessori 'lekooXs SCO® lik e  a p reparation  «

means of which certain cognitions arc mad© •  r'o -  
yaa >kmimi  would b© a sp ecia lisa tion  o f tho same principle  

ao the Caoa dot B* •  a doei'lallaation of the eamo th ings, too, 

under m soeei&l subject*

In our ordinary c la ss  rooms wo have #¿1, the colour® given 

to  the ch ild  * a rea l study of a l l  tho colours. But in the
.-.trims.would bo only carfcaln...flftl octod .. c o lo u r s  In fact vq

would choose Just the L iturgical Colours,

Mfctmslaal ..C olour
SU in  tho Atrium wo have another sot of colours Bed, Green» 

whit©, Purple, Slack etc , ,ud give .a avrclfflllrLJiQanliffi, 
fhus t o o  Is white and Sastor « ost whito with a sort of lu stre  

in  i t .
So m  g ive tho s tu ffs  in a goods and ho can make and

the®, ?
I t  is  a sp ecia lisa tion  of exercises which ho has already 

done, fhey do not no d an explanation a t first*  lu s t  th a t  
these colours penetrate into th e ir  minds by cooing and touching 

thorn#

a preoared environment of motor a c t iv i t ie s #  by



I
3 ,

g sa a M E
Hot only w hite * but v io l e t  w ith a prevalenza o f blue* 

and then more obscure t i l l  I t  becomes a dark v io le t .

The m aterial Is  d if fe r e n t  -  not sa t in  wool more coarse and 

more rough. The White o f Easter -  th ick  v e lv e t  -  Green i s  

used a ls o , th ic k , rough, l in e s  you can f e e l  I t s  hardness -  

Adult L ife , The l i t t l e  hands have a d iffe r e n t  im pression  

Satin  -  Roug$i.

Thus we g ive  Sensational Im pressions.

Sim ilar to  the other ones In Casa de B* But here  

we an ter a nev* f i e ld ,

We must a lso  g iv e  the true L itu rg ica l Colours, They 

hould a lso  hang,from the w a ll. Long on the ou tsid e  -  Short 

on the other P ascal) (N atal)

These should be a s u c e e s lo n  o f th ese  colours making 

an a r t i s t i c  whole “An lnslem e a r t ls t lc o "  sim ple * M lik e  e t l l o  

nuoro centra'1.

There should be a sp e c ia l ta b le  In the room -  ( a t the sid e  

or in  the cen tre) And vases o f d if fe r e n t  colours ( l i t u r g ic a l )  

And a sp e c ia l ta b le -c lo th  o f the l i t u r g ic a l  colour o f the day -  

In the v a se s , to o , they can put flow ers w ith the sp e c ia l colour  

of the day,

"So the ch ild  would see day a f te r  day the same colour -

and then suddenly the colour changes to  one q u ite  d if fe r e n t .

So he becomes acquainted m w ith the idea o f the Changing 
L itu rg ica l Colours.



t h i s  could bo jo ined  to  cobool work* I t  la- our «usto® 

to  oat m®e*eand« to  o b jec ts  » So wo could baro th e  n m m  o f  

th e l i t u r g ic a l  seasons * .¿vent* C hrlstaas* and th e  n m m  

o f  S fo c ia i L itu rs ic a l dare*

Ilo cóuld a lso  bsvo symbolical pictures go? responding to  

th e  l i t u r g i c a l

Svento <* XraaSe Luster Fcsteeoot* assumption s* ©to#
So fro® th o  beg inn ing  tho  C h ild  %?ould f in d  a d iv is io n  s£ 

tim e a g a in s t  a c o n s ta n t background* &nd in  t h i s  way evon & 

c h ild , o f  3§ «• 4 con a c to r  in to  th o  l i t u r g i c a l  T ear » b u t in  a  

consonai way*

dad as happens in our ordinary schools these d efin ito  

and ordered impressions in the consonai sphere b©eose as 

keys to the Universe unlocking a fte r  discover ’ ©0 and cognitions* 

So here*
fho child  goes hoe© and hears h is  parente talking of such 

things as Lent, arid Splphony and fcQ-flnda l&..Jila..j^.Grlenoa

a a B a teU a /~ a ia a ^ ^

th e re  should be P ic tu re s  and s ta tu e s  •  sp ec ia lly  su ited  

to  Impress tho ch ild  »

®5* Bambino deco© with Madonna*
these should be always there » whatever the changes o f the



y.

year -  Thus a teaching w ith o b jec ts  which change, takes p lace

m,,jL..jQAQZ.:FrrQm& .v&lsU, Asrar.jafoans&5.
This teach ing would he given  In a l ig h t  ( leg e re )  and 

cabin and peacefu l way -  l ik e  the Seasons of Nature -  aga in st

t h is  f ix e d  p lace  "piano fixo"  constant back ground.

In every C, d e l B, there Is  always a basin  with water

fo r  washing hands. So In the Atrium would a lso  be a basin  

w ith water -  a holy  water stand. I t  Is  not fo r  washing hands 

but the hand touches i t .  But how does I t  touch?

So here vie g e t  a Teaching, a Teaching of I movement, How to

make the sign  of..th e Gross.

con .aaalleaaa ..with ex a ctitu d e

Always a c h ild  o f three -  four years Is  In terested  in  doing 

a th in g .w ith  exactitu d e and p rec is io n . Indeed fo r  so exact 

that they ask us fo r  d e t a i ls  we have forgo tten  -  thus "Do 

we touch here or here on the head?"

PaRaBLE OF THE KiSSSR.

He i s  a m iser fo r  ex a ctitu d e . The m iser wants everything  

even to  the la s t  fa r th in g . He won’ t  leave anything behind -  

So w ith  regard to the exact movements, Uhls i s  the moment to  

teach th ese  th in gs fo r  the Child w ishes to  be exact -  not so 

than a master of ceremontasiI

So we have th is  Sensonal -  motor Education, You can c a l l  I t  

r e lig io n ;  i t  i s  the external part ( c f .  S o c ia l Contacts a t  

t h is  stage -  ex tern a l,') I t  i s  a l l  symbolic and forms part of 

the l i f e  of the so u l.



ChurOh i s  a Society which has fixed  certain moves** 

onto and words sad th is  precision I s  no t caotriee# I t  is  

somethin? corresponding to the sp ir itu a l life #  2¡&» 8 l p  ^

the Cross*
. .n o r n a r /j i ,! -  -■■ itniiliftiiJiliiiMiî iiii' ; Vn. 'Vim

flaw in the atrium thero are certain movementa to he
learned by heart# They are not gymnastics# «or * l ik e  Br* 
of P* Life <• simply* fe  mor© ‘without n o ise or Four water
without sp ellin g  otc, these are siovemsnis which bo Ion - to

ordinary so c ia l ‘Life*
But there safe have a d ifferen t thing* Ihe litu r g ic a l ws>* 

rdo and actions * are said and done in a special way and with 
great significance# l3verg*thing ha® a profound significance#  

therefore we most prepare those actions with great precision ♦

con esatoasa*
so wo s t a r t  w ith t i l ls  Idea of Something sacred * they a re  
ac tio n s  lik e  the  o th e rs  bu t w ith a d if fe re n t  ton©» a d i f  o ren t 
inner sentiment* H espectfu lly , reveren tly  •  a l l  th i s  because 

they  belong to  the  l i f e  of th e  soul#
so too with words, speedy no t w ith a loud vo ice, bu t q u ie t 

subdued*

Pilanca
■jhio has prepared hi# ¿in ex* of s i  lone o for co filrd  of 

rover on t# & ch ild  of 2-*? can do it#



Sot hot»©' U fi s i  tem o h** a d ifférant manteg» la  thè sehool 
terough th© elione© w© lis te n  te  thè l i t t l e  o f thè 
*mrtd * birde, dog, eat otc, and th© % volco ©f th© T# «ho 

©alle*
Sut frjag; i t  te  net thè f*. «die ©alla terjr* I t  le  a© i t  

«ero th© voie© of God wh© ’ © c a t i t e s  S&ry#
Ih© Gliene© la  d ifferen t fr e s  th© ©itene© of th© world «* 

ï t  io  tho d ifférée©  cete©® th© s i l  anee of an exterior wortd 

and' t e s  e i l  ene© o f  tho tenor roridi of th© © pirli.

. Dho ch ltd  toaros a l l  a sr ts  o f songo -  o i ,  fo r  a h lr te»  

day party; Tmr®QVf fhymea ote# and f o r  a l l  oeeaalons * 

p a r tio s  ©te,

ñot hor& it ie a ©poelal sort o f singlas * m  “Canto

Modulate" %r1 t e  fms notos somételos lilto  th© Groogorlon 

Chanto» On© can ©o© te© le t to r e  of te© tehabet * notos 

highes* and Icraer ** a senoona! -  motor ©g, a a in*



PREPARATION FOR BUT HOT IK THE CHUxlCH

In t i l l s  way we s h a ll  prepare the ch ild  to  take part in  

Church worship b efore he goes* We do not approve of w aiting  

u n t i l  I t  I s  necessary to  g ive  t h is  in stru c tio n  in  th e Church 

as many do. Thus w© see the Teacher (a f te r  a good Nun!) 

lead in g  a regiment o f ch ild ren  a l l  together ad g iv in g  such 

commands ( l ik e  a d r i l l  seargent) a l t  s t i l l  or "Dip your hand 

In the holy water'' or You must g en u flec t (and keeping them 

w ith a good push on th e shou lder!) This does not help  

devotion . You cannot expect a c h ild  so trea ted  In church to  

enjoy the same s ta te  o f sou l as one who i s  l e f t  fr ee  in  the  

Church because he knows what to  do,

3 ESIN ~YOUNP

(In  t h is  way wè We would th erefo re  begin  th is  tra in in g  

very young 2 - 4  years. People don*t u su a lly  think o f doing 

so à t t h is  stag  es but I t  would be a good thing, ü f  we acted  

in  t h is  manner the c h ild  would have lea rn t much by the age 

o f  4 !  y**s*
RELIGIOUS SPlJC.-iTIQN (contd, ) 11 (Assumption Convent)

fiwral.„ErtnqlT3lsau.
G enerally speaking in  R elig io u s Education we do not take 

suf.fereing in to  account -  the Psychology o f the C hild,

1, 3 ,P , We must p lace  as the b a s is  of a l l  In stru ctio n  the  

fa c t  th at a ch ild  can understand f l f f e r e n t  th in gs a t  

d iffe r e n t  ages,

2 , In th ese  various ages are various d isp o s it io n s  -  Sen

s i t i v e  Periods -  which g iv e  the ch ildren  sp ec ia l in te r e s ts



I ( I f«

in  certa in  m atters in  the environment.
3 . th a t * fo r  example -  there i s  an age when a m atter can 

be taken in  "a» a .whole* ( tu t to  in  un in slem e), whereas 

a t another age I t  w i l l  absorb the  

Again there are epochs in  th e child* s l i f e  when i t  

w ishes to  touch and...aeQ_- must have th in gs in  the  

concrete; and other ages when I t  has a sits a. Jar n atu ra l 

tendency to  go in to  the a b stra c t.

5 . And -  a lso  * THE CQKKQK &xSIS in  that

The ch ild  always takes or absorbs through I t s  own 

a c t iv i t y .

" t h a t  re m a in s  I s  .wfra.fr '

MDyBEEHT■*;MQBSTO51

True enough t h is  " a r tt iv ita '1 m a ter ia ls ' -  th is  m ater ia l, 

jvactiv ity  seems fa r  away from us ad u lts  (trappo lontano  

dl n o l) but in  very truth  the ch ild  learn s by and through

movement.
I I  Bambino impara Morendosi. Facendo le  cose s te s s e  -  

Doing th in gs h im self -  they remain.

THE BaSIHNIKS -  HOT WITH ..ABBTHaCT ..XDJkka

Beginning a t  th is  ea r ly  age we cannot s ta r t  with  

A bstract id ea s. I t  Is  h ot a question  of g iv in g  mor  ̂ eaey,, do 

more d i f f i c u l t  th in gs but of g iv in g  them In a Q9Pfcatol,.waZ«

I f  we fo llow  t h is  p r in c ip le  we s h a ll  d isco v er  the su rp risin g  

fa c t  th at th e sm all c h ild  can learn  much more than we thought 

and a lso  can f e e l  th in gs more to o .



I t  le  n e t a quostlon t h m  of teaehlng moro easy thing© 

but o f a m ro  o t t im o ìm n  sode of toadhing*
Bleso princip i os ho té  ter alt. branche© of Retìgìoas 

Insbruetion#
Ssanp3.es .« ©t u »  bah© 11) T’rayor (2) Doc trino#
pn^Vi®émè&^
At ubai ago eboold % team  Prayor and Doctrìre* Usimi mede. 
Peoni© say s i i l a  ghoutd team  ©ertati* thtnss by h m rt  to  

remeiabor and a.©e thess whea li© la  fresa* op* 9ot in  ©veiy 
prayer thoro aro 3 parto SCI) whist* eoo b© eowppflhefided ty  

chlldron*<2) Fart boy end mk%W eomprohonsion,
So tho PrototoiS' stando: I s  I t  nosossary to  toach th© ■,ibeltQ.rr, 
qr.-iyor avan i f  ho doso pqfr «n&ersiand i t  o r  tb a t  p a r i which 

ho un&erstand©*

l'$aay yearc ago 1 was viti* a baby of 13 monthe# w© por© 

in  th© eountry and tho Angelus ooundod# So 1 ihouebt w© 
vould say tho Hall Mary* I oaid "llsbon to  tho Bell© and 

l ì  sten to ray word©# 4Hd 1 m ià  •# Hall Mary f o l i  of Ora©©
Dio t i  s a lv i  Ito r i a (thor© wao a pause) Causa .lapllal ho© 

b e a u tifu l sa id  th o  Child cay i t  agalli* Dio t i  sa lu to  mia 

madre! ** Toach i t  to  m  fa r  somotliinr to  say to  n?y srusb?

'm  a ©eeplifMKtt to her*

| I



i

So we g iv e  One sentence only one dav * And another day another 

sentence ”11 Dio Set con Te” (The Lord-be w ith you)

So we have ju st one thing- -  th is  p ic tu re  o f the Mother o f  

God and i t  made a de on. .Im pression.

¿mother day. ”Tu see  b ane.de.tfca tra  .lufC__o. l e  .donna" B lessed  

a rt Thou amongst women* How sweet* Come s i  penetra 1’ anlma 

o f the 2 year o ld . So we should g iv e  th ese scentences  

separate from one another. A lso th is  Idea th a t the c h ild  

should repea^Lt to  h is  mother (?) 

the eadon;:^ ih  the ^ triub .

So you could have In the Atrium a s ta tu e  of th is  grac

iou s f ig u re  and the ch ild  could repeat each day a phrase.

One day one phrase* Another day another phrase.

So th ese  nhraaaa .would ...stab in ...sep arab ly  .l,n,t,Q....the .Qhl,14lfl

.aomJLafift-lt /noMld x &XqI slq. .in-thaa*
So i t  would be seen that t h is  s lu te  i s  r e a lly  a x sa lu te  -  

a g ree tin g  -  but the second part Holy Mary Mother of God Is  

not a c c e s s ib le .

So we g ive  th e l i t t l e  one the part i t  can re c e iv e . The 

important th ing  i s  to  make prayer p en etrate in to  the sou l 

of the l i t t l e  ch ild  so that i t  b rin gs a joy in to  the so u l.

So we must g iv e  th ese  prayers " P lco lei P ecco le”. So there  

a r is e s  something in  h is  sou l spontaneous which he d e s ir e s  

to  repeat -  I t  i s  a form of ejacu la tory  Prayers,"



This breaking up o f  prayers Into separate ejacu la tory  pray

ers i s  an a p p lica tio n  o f our p r in c ip le  o f I s o la t io n  o f  

D if f ic u lt ie s *

■S.la.e._each.._aepar.ately. -  .and, w ith lo».

DOCTRINE

So too w ith Doctrine -  Eg* Commandments. Some persons 

g iv e  these a t one age, o thers a t  another. A lso the manner 

o f teach ing i s  d i f f i c u l t  with. a M aterial.

We have the p r in c ip le  o f g iv in g  an idea w ith some sort of 

m ateria l to  express the idea* In the Atrium there would be 

great p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f g iv in g  such m ateria ls -  that Is  

p r e c ise ly  what i t  i s  fo r , Ll s i  possono fa ce . Then one 

could make a l l  the th in gs which would help  fo r  the teaching  

o f R elig io n .

We could fo r  in stan ce have The Ten Commandments. Sugiaun on 

Stone -  as Moses had* This would be In sort a m a ter ia liza tio n  

o f the Commands o f God * and u se fu l In I t s  way -  But not as 

e ffeea c io u s  as I t  might be* I t  would be a f te r  a l l  only a 

m ateria l thing* But in  t h is  case I t  I s  not a question  of 

more u n less  of m ateria l, Jla JL JUaa^fcaafc j j j j | | ,.Q.Qi¡Wfiatóh

This i s  the th ing  to  be made c le a r l -  a command.

That other prayer was a so lu t io n . I t  la  the ch ild  who 

makes the salute* But now we are d ea lin g  w ith something 

d ifferen t*  The c h ild  must r e ce iv e  a command. And i t  Is  

important that th e Child res



t

roeolr©a tei© &at?zw&à tei® vord o f God <* v ite  a corta in  sol«» 

©*$fttt|f and thai ho redores i t  m à  oboys* So thè potuto to  

rsmombor in Toadhìng te© W ùwmm®mnt8*

<a) H  JUl #
Cbl fo  b© rocoivod « it ti  te© attifeod© ©f à ^ iè r A s #

Too cotila tronara..temprilifdEfltt&.-flttnudfla.

a a s s r a ^ t e ; .iia,i,fòQlìl|i2 ff lll̂ . J i i i. t e U a k
¿Foofc oo to t-  te© S fm& olà  ve conta raateo th is  4i#a o f a 

satytatlan penetrata ©©paratoti loto Ut© ooul of te© Child «►
So nm¡ m  ùtm givo te#  Com&ndRsnts cag .M  -ano«
Sov v© ìsoot rasato#*1 te a t  h io to r ico lly  tees© 10 €©mand#ent#
w#y© glvon vite  STóat eoUMHntty on Mount Sonai *  Claude» 

truspata» JSarteqea&a ♦  v ite  istradi©© sud a groat Footing o f  

te# pooploo otó#

so elmi tarli' va talghi t iy  and proscmt te### cmmmémn%n 

v i tíi c o t o n i t i  ond dlgpit$|l$t to  sabbio thons througto ♦  on 
000 * te e  parto tea te t ta  0fidefHit«n&® a lt  nlsaft tip v i t e  tho 

parto ho caimot oosiprohood ** ml% te  te© ama© tone of volò©* 

* ì  m  te© taw# te© God ©tc»
flow telo Commnà tm& a groal ©©taanitjr l’or tee tedteid- 

val vb© rooolva# I t  and morite a nreoarutlon* te© ohlM jiiay 

hav© board i t  moiy timos <*■ in an o f f  hand vay ♦  bui to*day 
ho I® ©allo# to  roaatva it» fi© le  chooen* tei® lo gosBateing 

d ifferan i irosa te© costana o f te e  ?©&eh©r# prooodod by a 

%&m to m *  or a lt  down X want to  i o t i  |ot* sonsoteteg#** 

tei® lo te© G&smmd o f God# ♦



Se ## nsjot g ive i t  w ith a  sp ec ia l so ld a it ty* W# must hare 

a ^ p M ^ i a M S  Hanco e ie  valu® of too  àtrtara ,
¿»A m m  here  w# asset ¡3o e r cry th ing  I s  th e  Aftffttfi te_ 

f a c i l i t a t e  th e  giving of th is  command* as l a  our ordinary  

schools when wo aro  go in s  to  p r o s i t  some now th in s  wo sake 

a p re p a ra t ic i  ♦  c le a r  th e  ta b le  <** chose a good placo etc# 

brunh our h a i r  and # f the. . .nrdnarat lon ¿g 

J^.pnnlflJLfl, „thaeai
Bow rsuolì moro m  should i t  bo now whoa m  wish to  

p résen t a Command o f  ded* ffié v# est must propare th e  &t$Nta% 

l i t  i s  a  form o f L iturgy)
' &@ 1 m ié  % pmmmê. ib© ch ild  has already heard th is  

command but vaguely* h is  mind Is  s t i l l - a  sheas«is general 
the Child tetes# mdh mors than v/e think he ’mows. He has 

hoard th is  th ins and that* in  h is  mind In fa c t , aro many 

things but th is  l i s t  o f owmmnâmmt& and prayers etc* might 

be e l l  in a sheas* 
fi© t h is  A trio»  would s e r r t f*

Cl) Fisc the  th ing# # ( f is s a re )
(a) fo  m ke th ins#  c le a r  (c h ia r ire  lo  cose) 

toemos, ..froia-ghoaflM
Chit of th is  cheap m ist come o rder « a  c re a tio n  M ist form 

i t s e l f  in  the  mind (of* colours •  a confusion and then the  

l i tu r g ic a l  ©ne« d is tin g u ish ed )



(CR£,kTI9N) GO-31465 ::gROK>,C&OAS.
Out o f th is  Choas must come order -  a crea tio n  must form 

I t s e l f  in the mind (cf* colours * a confusion and then the  

l i t u r g ic a l  ones ftfcot d istin g u ish ed )

ORBATMW.-

(a) F ir s t  Period o f 0bnatruction  

To Separate things#

Light and darkness 

Water earth#

(b ) Order

This separation  la  the b a s is  o f order and on th is  ferder 

can grow more order.

So we make a work (opera) in  the mind o f the ch ild  and th is  

work i s  to  d is tin g u ish  things#

And to  d is t in g u ish  the sense o f th in g s.

E&# Prayer and Command#

And fo r  the sm all ch ild  we must d is t in g u ish  th is  in  a sensonal 

way.

And with .Dignity.
So in  our method » when we are going to teach even the  

sm allest d e ta i ls  we do i t  with solemnity*

Would you l ik e  to  hear th is?  How much more so with the 

Commandments of G-od. How nni#i more»necessary to  -^Prepare A»he

Environment fo r  the c h ild 's  soul to rece iv e  I t



fhuswe have a haré feask * dlíTerlng Ca) f© probara tho chlld  

to hav© confl&sre© In ¡3-©d and Ele h©lp* •  Prayer#

(b) fo  pregare & m l of Chllá f®r Gbodlunco -  Coemod*

a e s a s » ii0- m  ¿ ¡ a  ¿ ,s s . .a i  . f r i H ^ - s a c i .
fh® tm f  ,tr# pregare bit® Chlld*» soul to  r.a!te thi©  

d ls t ln e t lo n  la  by Proparias ib© Bnvlrom ent*

3 P 1 1  j l z j z l l - jsll..■z ix z z j & á l u z

a áarkmeá rom  •  ©tilla«® ss *■ curia inn draim* «

fhen a (lias® v lth  light»  ©ords Ib Itghi* $»© Cmmanámmt only» 
flashed fortb* {porhap® v í th  ao lo m  imisie) and Ineons®, 
íh® ehlld  looks a i i. i  -  tn l ig h i » rae ©Ivas l i  and nsdliatos  
©» It* 3fti© lig h i comes trern ib® Coreitíandmonb* Tha ehlld* s 

®oul s i l l  roopond * sonsethiag has ©om© te ®y bou! ,  
fetiat laust I do? -  1 m  the Lord 2h©y-God Servo Vo

So ? o iilt  and obedisnee*



%• sou l roust(S im ilar "Principle fo r  Charity and 

obey * I  am ready -  I have fa ith *

So Again another %y*

'’Honour thy fa th e r  and Mother”

I have heard I t  before -  but never in  th is  s in g le  Im pressive 

way -  In l ig h t  -  Mow I t  comes from Cod to  my soul* I t  Is  

something more b e a u tifu l (perl b e lla )

The response Is  easy . I  do I t  n a tu ra lly  but now I f e e l  

I t  more deeply* I t  grows on me* I t  i s  from Cod ** my duty for  

ever* (even beyond death)*

Thus we cause to  p enetrate Into the sou l o f the ch ild  

th ese  r e lig io u s  sentiments* So we see here -a )  D istin gu ish in g  

th in g s (b) A nalysis and Separation of Elements.

(a) Prepared Environment,

(b) Always the Preparation of the Soul of the Child,

(c ) An in d iv id u a l a sou l ** which avakens ( s i s  s r a g li  )

(d) The c a l l  must be in d iv id u a l Tu! Tuí

(Just fo r  you)

■«M BS JÜ1
THE ..aLTa!  m iT .IS IT ?

Last time I spoke o f the L itu rg ica l Calendar and the various 

sensonal -  motor exercises*

To-day we take up another point -  Our aim i s  to  show him how 

we can make very sm all ch ildren  understand what the a lta r  i s  

or rep resen ts.



And to  do i t  -  no t by o ra l teaching but by a c t i v i t y

Furniture required*

% e Atrium would have s p e c ia l  f u rn i tu re s  Amongst t h i s

(a) Twelve L i t t l e  S to o ls  -  very sim ple and secure In 

s t y le ,

(b) ’ ¿m a fen ch a ir  ) L itu rg ica l 5
(c )  A Tab l e  -  which i s  so constructed  that I t  can be made

sm aller

(d) t i l l  fee Table C loths (three as In a lta r * )

HOW TO . BaG-IIy

We begin w ith sim ila r  e x e r c ise s  as we have had in  the  

ordinary schools* Thus they move the fu rn itu re  s i l e n t ly  -  

without n o ise  -  and learn to put each p iece  in  i t s  r ig h t p lace . 

The s to o ls  and ta b le  placed along the wall* The 

armchair* whose p lace Is  d istin g u ish ed  on the w all by a 

sm all c r u c if ix . I t  la  the same ta b le  as mentioned b efore on 

which we p lace the l i t u r g ic a l  co lours -  could be a t any ra te  

So -  a llo r a , a sp ec ia l ta b le  ,

One ex e r c ise  would be th is  -  To ta le  the s ix  s to o ls  on 

one s id e  and s ix  on the other w ith the l i t t l e  arm ch air  In the  

cen tre under the sm all c r u c if ix  on the wall* I t  i s  f i r s t  

an. ex  praise ,.o.f ..3.mc..tnQaa._x ...tolaiaw haw .to  ...Plage JESBlaflfi



¿ifiofchar means Is  th is  to  have the l i t t l e  ones on

vestments * « h ila  vestments adorned w! th  ribbons of d if fe re n t

co lou rs,

(a) one has a red ribbon,
(V) On© has a green.ribbon, (moot of them)
(c) The other® «hit© ribbons,
So we ehooso 13 children to take part in a l i t t l e  drama, 
the _^Q.....«lth_J£ia JIMJilbbcm stands for Our ford,
One with -  for  Soaa * stands for St, Peter the
f ir s t  Pope,
filth the Dark V io let ribbon <* I t  stands for Judas, 
these l i t t l e  d e ta ils  don't give much information but they
are important to .flat ..tha. .mind,

thus we bar© so far .
Cl) The fable with stoo ls  to place and replace,

(2) the l i t t l e  Vestments*
(3) Certain sp ecia l people,
(4 ) ‘the Heather 13*

then comes the exercise for the children to take th e ir  

on the l i t t l e  sto o ls  6 on each si«© of the armchair with i t s  

occupant with the red ribbon,

next the children place on the tab le th© tab le cloths  

and -  la ter  » (a) Chalice and (b) a p la te ,



. Then the Teacher ears, explain that they are doing; «hat 
«as done before •  «hen ? f@ d ieclp lee  went to get ready the 

table for  the Last «»upper#
«0 wo have these l i t t l e  scones of drareatle represen

tation* they bring, to mw&ff i f  anno recorder©} these things * 

table# 13 dftsclplss# Our Lord# bread and w ise -  and special 

desolpl©»#

a f t e r  m tin® tarsus th e re  i s  given a s in p le  explanation 

o f «hat happened #(a5 Jesus i s  dead -  non ©*© poi* ¿asd one 

of the beso tp ies i s  the cause of h is  death*
(b) '-p y Persons are .niaalna. So v® only have C^om and
white ribbons left#
(e) So they go to the table -  and instead of opning i t  

md© i t  sisall#
Cd). ' lihere had boss the armchair for Joans# there i s  placed 

in  hi© mm&pf a em eiftx»
(©) Two Candles are -rought and pet on each side#
( f ) fhsn  — a s  a instsorial — the C halice and Bread are brought* 

Th©y are covered op as i f  they are no longer of any os©# 

I t  i s  a l l  very sad*
(g) -hi 1st th is  i s  being done the other 

children stared solemnly and looked on*
(h) Hhm? sing hytmo and salts a procession#



(J ) The ch ild ren  could t i e  a cord round th e ir  w aste as in

mourning*

Ck) The P rocession  o ve r , they return to  the ta b le  the one

with the green ribbon in  th e cen tre the other on 2 s id e s  

In a l in e  *» l ik e  P r ie s t  and Communicants,

The aim I s  to  g iv e  the im pression that the A ltar  in the Church 

i s  the same as the Table in the Last Supper*

SHOULD l.'L TL.,CH CHILDREN ABOUT THE P„ ' ION.

One might askt aught we to  teach sm all ch ild ren  about 

th e Passion?

C atholic ch ildren  are born with the C ru cifix  in  fron t  

o f them. They are brought up to see i t  everywhere In th e ir  

homes, church, they handle it*  And i t  th is  early  age small 

ch ild ren  absorb what even they f in d  in  th e ir  environemt, 

but rvsna lu¿leone without Judgment .

So. fa r  th is  „reason -

lihen we t e l l  them that ¥C was c r u c if ie d  i t  i s  something 

they accept o u ite  n a tu ra lly ,

But w ith Non-Catholic ch ild ren  i t  would be d ifferen t*

^ 35, AIT-.Fill 2 TORT

Some sm all ch ild ren  found a s e t  of cards representing  

‘Hie Passion , They were in  desperation , 'They ran about in  

horror saying ’’Look what they hav©.3done to  t h is  an. Some 

people have wounded him. They ran about in  such desperation  

th a t some one had to  console them by saying, "Yes, i t  did  

happen! but a fterea rd s i t  came a l l  r ig h t again* He was 
resurrected*



Vhm they xene se ploaaed* a**d rail around te llin g  merf* 
one* "Do you knew tha t J.C* has M e® fre® the dead, H© Is 
a l iv e  again# tills  stesy brought with I t  groat ag ita tion  to 

th e ir  seals and-a groat joy#
a 1 nif T7 » fiSKVSTSL

So *?© coo id  havo ©©»©thine, s im ila r  to  g iv e  to  th e  so u ls  

o f our children* if© could bar© o b jec ts  -  not exactly  a H& 
f lw n is  but something the- name Idea* and then fo llow ed  by 

fo e  noflurroctleaLi 

thq_ lJglnfl i r)lQ...S.Qlag»
th at th ose  th in gs should not bo g iven  as H slig iou s  

in s tr o s t lc n  but a s Koveceht e x e r c is e s  which would thus to r e s ©  

th©©salvos In the soul* •

l io l lg lo o s  teach in g  would be something apart but -  

fh eoe ex erc ises#  th ose  cer ta in  action s#  should evoke a sen t

iment* One could think o f  the Atrlun as a p lace  where they  

would do those th in g s w ith  a sp e c ia l  eoleam lty#

.... r
thus w ith a darkened room -  dl© r e lig io u s  l ig h t  -  they  

could  mtse to  th is  ta b le  quickly  -  solem nity -  perhaps carr

ying lig h te d  cand les and sin g in g  hymns*

f il l  th i s  would have m  I t  at© to  caws© to  p en e tra te  t h is  

. idea -  th a t  the  A lta r  Is  the fab le  of the  Jant aun^er*
th a t I t  was th ere  Jesus had oaten fo r  the ta  t  tim e

t i lth  M s doBCiolos



•jhat ono if thorn betrayed them »
•that m© was the»«** as b is  representative 
to  continue the Church* thus th is  Table incom e an

a ltar for  all Christmas • and the things on .At are to recorder© 

to rcntnd 00 of a l l  these ©vents#

rAW ■ V I --.>4̂  ̂ -i%nri4,̂ AAwi*
Thus a l l  this. Is setae thing ^bieh they taito 0® clssply bjp 

liv in g  In th is  environsent#
,ind it is a ¿gaoagallan. for .tilfl-JIaafMnR

(Sir ¿'ils* lo to  teach  tlio Liturgy and the Cafc&chis® but vie caiaiot 

do I t  tu tto  ad un iu&io ♦  a l l  a t  **■

w© m ist g iv e  I t  f i r s t  w ith  th e  Gasses and Ibvosoni

because they could no t tab© I t  In  any o ther way, m e h  nouns 
th a t w© coo and. should g iv e  a R e lig io u s  Preparation in  t h is  

way *» and no t g ive up the Idea of R elig ious Teaching u n t i l  th e  

age cones when the  in te l le c t  i s  advanced caaougii to  understand 

l R elig ious Teaching w ith the in te l le c t#  ,,qii.u&TjlVVffi .v.uiaClifrJtQO 

ln ,.ita  „.r.sasnr,? -  ;.'otag ^aadaU

¥e itnou the very ondll ch ild  takes In ^ueh and con tint*»

a lly  froio h is  oBvinscsMBt a t th is  timo » ha Is  an’essor© 

©¿©orient r  and we can flit  what lie takes in  in  th is  way 
deep in  their souls* 3@ then th is  Inslen© * th is  whole * 

th is  c o l le c t io n  of z e r o i s e s  and l i t t l e  acts * have t h i s  ai©*

H  cm s& jM z..«F & ...¡ S



Meh

I t  In a Form of, jm m M *

by th ese  l i t t l e  ch ild ren  *

the only form they can g iv e  -  (cf# ih e Jongleur Before the  

B lessed  Sacrament) This show movement; th is  s ile n c e ;  th is  lo v 

ing a tte n tio n  -  doing which i s  bom  in  th e ir  s a ls  a great lo v e  

and tendeness (ten esezsa )
a oat TH T̂ THTPiiTi-TIOS

and th erefore la t e r  on we can s ta r t  from t h is  b a s is  $ 

la id  a t t h is  very early  age, w ithout having to s ta r t  from the  

very beginning ( c f ,  Seasonal Geometry),

PREPARATION OF TaE REMGI0U3 SEKTIHEil

it \a m  F',QN4n^
This would then be a Preparation o f the R elig iou s  

Sentiment by means o f  the Senses and Movement -  a very v i t a l  

part of Training -  and In th is  way we would s u s c l la te  a 

s p ir itu a l Sentiment •  

a, CQMF-iRlOOh
"Say I t  With Flowers".
h l i t t l e  c h ild  i s  by i t s  mother; and thinks her the  

most b e a u tifu l being In the world. He wants to  express t h is  

sentim ent, He has no words or id ea s w ith which to do so .

He can only do i t  through senses it and movement. He g iv e s  

her a flow er; or puts h is  arms round h er. But a t  the same 

time th is  expression  deprives h is  tendeness*

In the same way th ese scenes w ith th e ir  a c tio n  arouse

a tendeness and lo g s



ÆJi
lia ih ! a tééf th i s  sentissent of tendone©® mâ. SO

affomoâ i s  l ik e  a oêed p lan ted  in  the child* o co u l. & f i r s t  

■ÿgtëGâ. in  th e  so c i o f  th e  ch ild  tóso co a id  not ho t a a # t  on tM

in te lle c tu a l plans*
en%n- Î^JSS^IPIB

goes people would says-
«by s o t  b ring  the ch ild  in to  the Church to  see thee© earn© th ings 

the  a t t a r  etc* * to  arouse te le  sentirsene»

W# rep ly  t*
(%) Because the Church i s  not m&& fo r  Education but for  

worship#
(2 ) ■ the children couldn’ t  carry out these actions again

mû  again at th eir  ouj rtythn*
(3 ) Everything in  te e  A trtus i s  © iisp lifled  and a l l  the  

fu rn itu re  and aooartena&cle s  ®ade to  th eir  proportions

and scale#

SEP ^  ^ —;.; ¿ U K C 3
Hou i f  I t  la  true -# @@ we believe -  te a t children -ee&, 

acquire tease sentissent® a t  te le  tender age is  our duty to  
preside teen « ite  tee issane -  i#c. SgTOrfrl arcUaroBfiBfc* 
A place for action and living*
St would h© impossible for tee essali ch ild  of 3'- and to  do i t  

in  t e e  Church#



,A,iM
I t  i s

sentiraent.

At th

which w i l l  b

ÎATSR STAGE

At a

t h is  would d

lathe STILL

only a question  o f arousing the r e l ig io u s  

no t in e  certain d e fin ite .e le m e n ts  are acquired

ve  should g iv e  him d iffe r e n t  and more advanced means *

fo r  studying the L itu rg ica l Sear and the liase,

9 IJR WHOLE ?OIHT 13 THIS, v
We should not w ait to  begin  our r e lig io u s  in stru c tio n

only when the ch ild ren  have reached the age o f reason -  when 

they can use th e ir  in te l l ig e n c e  to  acquire cu ltu re  -  but we

should begin to  teach*

a l l  .emochn o f

Only we ad u lts  -  in  doing so -  must use the means 

(a t each stage) which perm it th ese  tru th s to  penetrate»

I t  may seem to us th ese  teach in gs may seem im perfect, 

but
They are only means a t our d isp o sa l fo r  th a t p a rticu la r  

time* And th is  forms the. b a s is  for  succetd ing ages.



k

ffita

' l4,'

î CrT?. PPE?;,RE3 THE HSX.T

Thus the f i r s t  stage prepares fo r  the second*

The Second fo r  the Third -  and so on 

I s  we must fora  p lanes of development according to  th©

p sych o log ica l development of the child*
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