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NOTES FROM THE dews y s c h o o l  DEWEY SCHOOL

" ^ e c a u s e  o f  t he  idea  t h a t  human i n t e l l i g e n c e  d e v e l o p e d  in

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  n e e ds  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  a x t i o n  , the  c o r e  
a c t i v i t y

o f  t he  s c h o o l  was t o  be  found i n  o c c u p a t i o n  , r a t h e r  than in  

what  a r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  termed s t u r i d i e s  .

S t ud y  in t h e  s e n s e  o f  e n a u i r i y  and i t s  outcome i n  t he  

g a t h e r i n g  and r e t e t n i o n  o f  i n d o r m a t i o n  was t o  be an o u t g r o w t h  o f  

t he  p u r s u i t  of  c e r t a i n  c o n t l n u i n  or  c o n s e c u t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  . S i n c e  t he d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t he  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and knowlwedge 

o f  mankind had be en a c o o p e r a t i v e  m a t t e r  , and c u l t u r e  in I t s  

b r o a d e e s t  s e n s e  a c o l l e c t i v e  c r e a t i o n  » o c c u p a t i o n s  w e r e  t o  be  s l e c e t e  

w h i c h  r e l a t e d  t h o s e  engaged in them t o  the  b a s i c  need o f  d e v e l o p i n g  

l i f e  ,and demand co o p e r a t i o n  and d i v i s i o n  o f  work , and c o n s t n a t n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  exchange  by means o f  mutual  communicat ion and r e o r d  

S i n c e  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t he  I n d i v i d u a l  and the  s o c i a l  i s  

i m p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  when t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s  in c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  

o t h e r s  in t h e  c o n s t n a t  f  r e e  g i v e  and t a k e  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  I t  seemed 

t h a t  e d uc a u t  ion c o u l d p r e p a r e  the  youbg f o r  f u t u r e  l s o c l a l  l i f e  o n l y  

when t he  s c h o o l  was I t s e l f  a c o o p e r a t i v e  s o c i e t y  on a s m a l l  s c a l e  . 

t h e r e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  in b r i n i n g  a b u t  the  d e s i r e d  c o - o r d i n a t i n  

o f  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n s  was the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t he  s c h o o l  i n s e l f  a s  a

form o f  community l i f e  

TOOL SUBJECTS

The pr i ma r y  s k i l l s  in r e a d i n g  , s i t i n g  , and numbers , we re  to

¡zrwo out  o f  t he  ne e ds  and t he  r e s u l t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  .
occupa t i o p s

Moreover  s i n c e  b a s i c  o p e r a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  r e l a t i o n s t o  mat

e r l a l s  and f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e  , j u s t  as  p o r c e s s e s  o f  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  

i n v o l v e  s o c i l a  i n v e n t i o n  » o r g a n i s a t i o n  and t he  e s t b a  l i s h m e n t  o f  huma

b o n d s ------  knowl edge  was t o  grow out  o f  t h e a c t l v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h

t h i n g s  i n h e r e n t  in  c o n s e c u t u v e  e n e r g i e s  .



The devel opment  o f  c h a r a c t e r  and t he  management o f  what  I s  o r d i n a r i l y  

c a l l e d  s i c l p l f e n e  we re  t o  be  as  f a r  a s  o o s s l b l e t h e  o u t g r o w t h  o f  s ha r e d  

community l i f e  in w h i c h  r e a c h e r s  we r e  g u i d e s  and l e a d e r s  .

The s u b s t r a t u m  o f  t he  e d u c a t i v e  p r o c e s s  was t hu s  t o  deveop f r o  

t h e  idea  t h a t  the young have  n a t i v e  nee ds  and n a t i v e  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  cu 

c u r i o i s l t y , l o v e  of  a c t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n s  , t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  a s s o t l a t i o n  

nad mutual  e xc hange  k w h i c h  p r o v i  de the  o i n t r i n s i c  l e v e r a g e  f o r  educ 

a t i o n  a l  g r o w t h  i n  knowl edge  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and cond uct  .

THE LABORATORY

The name l a b o r a t o r y  g i v e s  a key t o  t he  work o f  t h e  s c h o o l  .

A l b o r a t o r y  i s  a s  the  word i m p l i e s  a p l a c e  f o r  a c t i v i t y  , f o r  work 

f o r  the  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a r r y i n g  out onan o c c u p a t i o n  . . .  A l a b o r  a r o r y  a l s  

a l o s  i m p l i e s  d i r e c t i v e  i d e a ,  l e a d i n g  h y p o t h e s i s  , t h a f  a s  t hey  a r e  

a p p l i e d  , l e a d  t o  new u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  . . . .

TWO PRICNIPLES

In t he  i d e a l  bake o f  t he  p l a n  t  -wo c a r d i n a l  p r i n c u p l e s  we re  h e l d  

in mind i i x x f c

F I RST a l l  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t he  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  i s  the  

l m p y l s e  08 the c h i l d  to  A c t i o n  , Hi s  des i r e  r e p o n d l n g  t o  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  s t i m l l u l a n d  s e e k i n g  e x o r e s s i o n  in  c o n c r e t e  form .

SECOND The e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  i s  t o  s p p l y t h e  m a t e r i a  1 and the  

p o s i t i v e  and n e g a t i v e  c o n d i t i  ns  -  t he  l e t  and h i n d r a n c e  -  so t h a t  h i  

h l z  e e p r e s s i o n  , I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  , nay toake a norma d i r  

e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  s o c i a l  in b o t h  form and f e e l i n g  .

THE MATERIALS FOR S UDY

OR VERS|f

THE PREPARED PATHS .

A l l  a c t i v l t  h a v i n g  t o  do w i t h  suctax b a s i c  and c o n t i n u i n g  n eads  of  

l i f e  as  s h e l t e r  , c l o t h i n g  , and f oo d  became t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  

a d e v e l o o i n a  c u r r i c u l u m
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