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NOTES FROM THE dewsyschool DEWEY SCHOOL

"Necause of the idea that human intelligence developed in
connection with the needs and opportunities of axtion , the core

activity
of the school was to be found in occupation

, rather than in
what are conventionally termed sturidies

Study in the sense of enauiriy and its outcome in the
gathering and retetnion of indormation was to be an outgrowth of
the pursuit of certain contlnuin or consecutive occupational
activities . Since thedevelopment of the intelligence and knowlwedge
of mankind had been a cooperative matter , and culture in Its
broadeest sense a collective creation »occupations were to be slecete
which related those engaged in them to the basic need of developing
life ,and demand co operation and division of work ,and constnatn
intellectual exchange by means of mutual communication and reord

Since the integration of the Individual and the social is
impossible except when the individual lives in close association with
others in the constnat f ree give and take of experience It seemed
that educaut ion couldprepare the youbg for future Isoclal life only
when the school was Itself a cooperative society on a small scale
therefore the first factor in brining abut the desired co-ordinatin
of these occupations was the establishment of the school inself as a
form of community life
TOOL SUBJECTS
The primary skills in reading , siting , and numbers , were to
izrwo out of the needs and the results of activities
occupatiops

Moreover since basic operations involve relationsto mat
erlals and forces of nature , just as porcesses of living together
involve socila invention »organisation and the estba lishment of huma

bonds------ knowledge was to grow out of theactlve contact with

things inherent in consecutuve energies



The development of character and the management of what Is ordinarily
called siclplfene were to be as far as oosslblethe outgrowth of shared
community life in which reachers were guides and leaders

The substratum of the educative process was thus to deveop fro
the idea that the young have native needs and native tendencies of cu
curioislty,love of active occupations ,the desire for the assotlation
nad mutual exchange k which provi de the ointrinsic leverage for educ
ation al growth in knowledge understanding and conduct

THE LABORATORY
The name laboratory gives a key to the work of the school

A lboratory is as the word implies a place for activity , for work
for the consecutive carrying outonan occupation ... A labor arory als
alos implies directive idea, leading hypothesis , thaf as they are

applied , lead to new understandings
TWO PRICNIPLES

In the ideal bake of the plan t -wo cardinal princuples were held
in mind iixxfc

FIRST all educational relationship the starting point is the
Impylse 08 the child to Action , His des ire reponding to the
surrounding stimlluland seeking exoression in concrete form
SECOND The educational process is to s pplythe materia 1 and the
positive and negative conditi ns - the let and hindrance - so that hi
hlz eepression , Intellectually controlled , nay toake a norma dir
ection that is social in both form and feeling

THE MATERIALS FOR S UDY
OR VERS|f
THE PREPARED PATHS

All activlt having to do with suctax basic and continuing n eads of

life as shelter , clothing , and food became the central focus of

a develooina curriculum



	Box 17, Folder 13 - "Notes from the Dewey School" (E.M.S.)
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658247842.pdf.jyz_z

