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My dear Every on« »

By a s o r t  of n a t u r a l  law the

about the l e s s  time th ere  i s  to  w r i te  i t  

th a t  I  despair  of ever saying even a qua

more th ere  i s  to  w ri te  

, I  have so much to  say 

r t e r  of i t  , and yet

ao many I n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  a re  happening every day th a t  I f  I  

d o n ' t  make the e f f o r t  h a l f  of them *1 1 1  be c r o w e d  out

There are great doings m i the p o l i t ic a l  world now*- «sir fevery 

one is  fr ig h tfu lly  excited ; and no one knows what i s  going to 

happen n ext. I t  is  very l ik e  liv in g  in  Ireland . The la te s t  turn 

of events is  the wholesale a rre s ts  of leaders of the Non-co-opera- 

tib n  movements}over a hundred have been arrested  in  the lafet week.



iz.*+

■■■
¿^ e ry o n e  i s  try ing  to get in to  prison now; formas Gandhi says , 

i t  i s  the "Gate of Freedom." I  enclose § sort of Non-Co-operation 

m anifesto, with a most In terestin g  and amusing sermon p ictu re . I t  

i s  very crude; hut is  ju s t  the so rt of thing to appeal to an i l l ­

i te r a te  people.
We are ju s t  on the verge of the g rea test annual event in  the

IJ t  - w O L  \X& .
"Swaraj" movement - -  the meeting of the Indian Congress. As I  

think I  mentioned b e fo re (there w ill  be some twelve thousand d el­

egates and eight thousand attend ers. With fe e lin g  running as 

high as i t  i s  against the Government — fanned by Sandhi and h is  

follow ers -  I  expect i t  w ill  be ra th er a l iv e ly  time. There are 

a l l  so rts  of wild bazaar rumours going round th at there is  going 

to be trouble and violence -  so much so that hundreds of the poor 

people, m ill-hands and the l ik e  have gone o ff to th e ir  v illa g e s  

in  the country, and consequently i t  is  ess«® d if f ic u l t  a t present 

to get any servants or Mails (Gardener cooly^ies). The commission­

e r , the ch ief Govt, o f f i c i a l ,  has issued a statement in  the papers 

th at a l l  such roumours are unfounded. As a m atter of fa c t  I  don't 

think there i s  much likelih ood  of anything very serious^happening^ 

though there may be a few scraps here and there amongst the hool­

igans. A fter the Bombay r io t s  of a few weeks ago I  expect the Govt, 

w ill  take no r is k s . Anyhow such disturbances as may take place
O - t e / L  M.eC-iCCW l'

in  the c i ty ,  w ill  not come near the enchanted s t i l ln e s s  of t h ^  —  

O-tyv "garden of peace'.*
We are going to have a very f u l l  house in  the Congress week, 

as there are going to be over th ir ty  guests. I  am very much look­



ing forward to meeting them. Two I  have already heard about -

Mrs. Naidu, an Indian poetess and p o lit ic ia n , and Mi*. Bhag-avan

-Das, a big  gun amongst the Theosophists.

We thre^ch 11 dr eh~and the drawing master and I  havebeeh vej?y

busy la te ly  gettin g  on with our Play. We are gettin g  some scener^v

screens p an ted  by a p rofession al th e a tr ic a l  a r t i s t .  ]bwent down

to have a lohk a t one/of the In d ia jfth e^ tres  the other day. I t
/ / \ / /

belongs to Mr. Sarabhai, who /ovX to different/com panies.

I t  re a lly  wasn’ t  ¡Cjfel/a bad/%Ctle /place a t a l l .  I  /should think

i t  holds nearly/a thoj personas. I t  i s  d is tin c tly  very "grubby,
x .  / / /

3d, and kept c le a n , i t  wuld/be 
/X / /

?ia

but i f  i t  wer^weM- spr’ing-cl&

quite a usefu l l i t t l e  th eatre . / Th^s^ighting arrangements J and 

screens were much b e tte r  thai^ I had exp^ejbed, l ie r e . . I  haven’ t  

seen an Indian Play y e t; th eatres don’ t  begin/td ll 9 p./4. and go
u

on t i l l  1 a.m. Our play w ill have to begin much e a r l ie r  than 

that or a l l  the performers would be asleep before the beginning oi 
^the play I _

THe Sarabhai fam ily, who belong to the Ja in  caste». ,ay»e-
V-C/W T> ’h o -d "  tv*- *
ad^mfeided in th e ir  ■v4-ews. When I  f i r s t  met them they seemed 

h o s t i le  to C h ris tia n ity , or a t any ra te  absolutely  in d if fe r ­

ent. This was re a lly  because they did not know anything about i t  .♦ 

But Mr. Sarabhai has been reading a lo t  la te ly , esp ecia lly  Tolstoy, 

and la t te r ly  to my intense su rp rise , he bought a Bi& le, and has 

been reading up the Gospels. Mr. Bakubhai’ s widow (I  to ld  your of 

the death of th is  frien d  and business partner of Mr. Sarabhai) 

is  also  staying h ere, and she too is  very in terested  in Philosophy.
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Poor th ing , she has had a very s t i f f  time of i t  the la s t  

few months. Widowhood i s  a much more te r r ib le  thing in Ind ia, 

than in  Europe 4 i t  is  only a generation or two since the

Government put a stop to the p ra c tice  of Sutte€# but the idea of 

i t  s t i l l  lin g ers  in  people's mindl* and Mrs. B a k u b h a i dev~ 

oted to her husband. She f e l t  the blow so te r r ib ly  thatj/we almost 

feared fo r  her l i f e  or reason. She had no re lig io u s  b e l ie fs  to 

sustain  her; fo r  she had abandoned the su p erstition s and the 

scheme of philosophy she had been brought up in , and had acquired 

nothing instead . I  l eara84b- her Mat. Mcklem’ s "Open L ig h t", and
A

have been reading i t  with h er; and she is  very in te re sted , and
H ”

is  re a lly  finding i t  an Open Light.
But the most unexpected development of a l l  has happened ju s t  

the la s t  few weeks. Finding th is  "treatm en t", seemed to agree 

with Nimaben ( i t  i s  bad form to speak of a widow as Mrs. So-and- 

So#~-or even make any reference to her la te  husband) they sent fo r  

Mr. Parekh to carry i t  on more thoroughly. I  think I  mentioned 

Mr. Parekh before in  one of my le t t e r s .  He i s  an uncle of Mr.s 

Sarabhals, who is  a babti^ed C h ristian . For years he has been on 

the by» black  books of the family because of th is  t step ; but now

they have actu a lly  asked him to come and Mk
through a course of reading with Nimabi ê.,y ând he is  continuing to 

read th e l Open L ight, f r y i n g  i t  with "T auler’ s sermons" and 

Emerson's Essays. Mr. Sarabhai has also  asked Mr. Parekh to jo in  

the s ta f f  of our school, as S p ir itu a l In stru cto r. I  hope very 

much that he w ill  see h is  way to doing so; though a t present he
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is  not quite sure, as he cherishes the scheme of him self s ta rtin g  
a
a Christan Ashram. I must t e l l  you more of th is  man another time. 

He i s  I  think the most in terestin g  anbable person I  have met since 

coming CfV̂

He is  an ardent C h ristian , and yet a t the same time re ta in s  

a l l  th at is  good in h is  national cu ltu re . He re a lis e s  that the 

only way to bring India to C hrist i s  by means of an Indigenous

Church. r13o many people in India are prejudiced against C hristinn-

i , £?
*V'

©

ity  because they think i t  synonymous with Western C iv iliz a tio n . 

"Look a t th is  war "they say -  "That* s what your C h ristin a ity  

makes of you"! No thanks!" -  and so they never get near "The 

Prince of Peace".

/iihen again C h ristin a ity  comes to them bound up with an a lie n  
V y off- /Ww. b^JLuooJ^

Government, which rLght^y—o s  gpsyrrifcy. they b e l l  mu fa

©

i s  standing in the way of th e ir  n ation al asp ira tio n s. That i s  

why a man l ik e  Parek, who s t i l l  wears Eastern dress and c a lls  

him self a Brahmin -  though he dpenly professes h is  undivided a l l ­

egiance to C h rist, can reach persons, who would otherwise never 

come near him. He has w ritten a l i t t l e  booklet ca lled  -  "From 

the Brahmo Sam aj.to C h ris tia n ity " .

The Brahmo Samaj As a very in te re stin g  re lig io u s develop­

ment. I t  i s  a Reform Movement in Hinduism, which has been g a l­

vanised into  being by contact with C h ris tin a ity . I t  has adopted 

many ideas from C h ris tia n ity , and a ltog eth er i t  i s  a great acfcgg 

advance on ordinary Hinduism, ĥey beli-eve in  communal worship^ 

have th e ir  own hymnpook and p rayer‘book^and have discarded



id o latry  and ch ild  marriages. The founder, Keshab Sunder Sen 

was a great admirer of C h rist, and did a great deal to bring His

Personality  and teaching before His countrymen. My friend^Mr.

a t th is  moment in  the ^  press. I  attend,w ith him one of the 

meetings of th is  sect la s t  week*, and though I  did not understand 

much, was very in terested  in  the whole se rv ice , not le a s t  in  the 

musical efforsts j^ f some p rofession al m usicians, who f a ir ly  knew 

how to "lay  i t  on." I  met there a most charming young fellow , who 

i s  tra in in g  to be a missionary of the Brahmo Samaj. He had a 

re a lly  b ea u tifu l fa c e , reminded me of what I  « im a g in e  the young 

John of the gospels to have looked lik e  -  a t le a s t  in  h is  expre­

ssion .

I  am meditating purchasing some means of locomotion, £30 as to

be able to get about a t a b ita ^ t  more, as we liv e  

te ^ o u t of the c i ty . I  am divided in  mind between a motor"bike 

or a camel! I  think the motor bike would probably give le ss  

trou ble; but think of the dignity of sa ilin g  along on a cam el's

hump, up above the world so h ig h ." Mr. Sarabhai ot>ye~ I  ought to 

get a camel as a motor bike would be dangerous fo r  an absent minded

Of course a l i t t l e  bullock c a r t would be the s a fe s t ;  but then one

would have to have the le isu re ly  temperament of the East to put
**• lc ^  

up with that? and I  haven't a tta in ed  to that 30' fa n . ch-

Parekh has ju s t  w ritten  a l i f e  of th is  lead er, which I  £hink i s

minded too!



coming to -day. He says she can’ t  speak English, and he can’ t  

speak Russian. So how they get on is  more than I  can understand. 

However I  think they are coming hereto lunch to-day; so I  may 

he able to solve the mystery. Her Father was k il le d  before her 

eyes by the B o lsh ev ists , as were two of her s is te r s  a lso .

I  must stop now, and w ill  continue the su b ject in my next.
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The Swaraj p ictu res I  spoke of ..have not arrived yet» £nd 'as

ce rta in ly  have an entertain ing time. in. one sense we sh a ll have 

thatanyhow -  as our duty. One i s  a Mahomedan gentleman, from 

the neighbouring s ta te  of Baroda. He used to be a judge; and 

even without h is  wig looks the most imposing old boy imaginable.

He i s  very t a l l ,  with white flowing locks and a Father Xmas, 

beard. He r a t t le s  away sixteen  to the dozen in the most e x c e ll­

ent English. He i s  very much "against the Govt." and has burnt 

a l l  h is  f in e  toggery, h is  gold turbans etc.^and wears the simple 

Gandhi home-spun. He brought with him as an uninvited guest^a 

person s t i l l  more amazing than him self -  an English o f f ic e r ,  who 

has ju s t  married a Russian lady, who has ridden a l l  the way from 

Russian Turkestan on fibrseback. The i s  a Mahommedan; and -tteire

"mtq. has adopted th is  re lig io n *-.ch ie fly  I  think at the command 

of Cupid. This man ^whose name i s  Woodford^ has had to resign

h is  commision ^the B r it is h  army do not l ik e  Russians in  IndiaSC v 

He is  now a t loose end, and wants to get back to England.

I  had a long ta lk  with him la s t  n ig h t, and he re a lly  seems rath er 

a good so rt. He said , by the way, that he knew my brother David,

^the mail goes to day, I  am a fra id  they w ill  have to wait t i l l  ne ĉt

we shi

when he was running a h o sp ita l in  Amara, and remakred fu rth er that 

David was a greai^Khuti" His wife wired yesterday th at she was
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