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Writing is a spoken language translated into symbols
IS PLAT I OH,.OF. DIFFICUT.TTFS

In writing a word or a sentence there are various diff-

culties to be overcome

¢l Learning the Letters

1) reogflise them by sight ( or touch or both )
2) Learn how to make them —their shape
3) Leam the sounds they stand for *

(Most langauages are PHONETIC - and in any case aa
phonetic basis is necessary . The Sentence Method absurd I
( Have even know teachers proud of the facfit that

their children do not know the sounds of the
letters .. We shall deal with phonetic diffiulties
later - special material)

{"-"mmg-58ffl[PUlation of the writing Instrument -

pen or pencil or chalk etc

words and sentences

Montessor 1*s Principle of THE ISOLATION OF DIFFICULTIES

Separate the difficulties and doai witt ar>
separate~aullvi'ty which Is in ILdJII —

HE LETTERS

At an early perios 3i.to A\\

Sensitive Period for Touch

for sensorial impressions |
- sounds and shapes -

Ihe Technique of Touching

Tgi?--not pressure velT light , not pressing down .



-2

Demonstrate the Massage of Fingers

Warm water - towel - touch boards (a) and (b)
Rough ... smooth ...
( also material for patting by touvh) (

Letter can be grouped 4n sets according to similarities
e.g m, n, u, hyl H LL 06”20 Q D

Must learn the sounds they stand for

Seguln again
This is m ( feel it ) ( again ! )
This is (0/ fell it

Give me eftc.

What is this ?

already call letters by different names —
say This is eff and~fcsayrs f

this is Tee — it says tuh ... and so on
the kind of

Cursive --——-- or script

Engladn use script a great deal ----- but no reason why
not begin with cursive --—-- did so in Rome .
Then add in amother and another etc - like the no.rods

OTHER GAMES 1) A group of children round the table
letters spread out
Take turns Tommy give me 1

t S J x. Mary give me f etc

J) Letter on a table a few y ards away
Go and find me~sT) - or little c
<rv big k .

REAL
LETTERS ARE ~ ENTITIES

oKrp
they WTwpop round .



Letter Games cont.

(™“iT) Try and recognise the letter with ges shut - just
v—y hy touch

"W *) The beginning of words il '
/™ -n r
e, g The childrens names

Now Tommy  what letter does your name
start with - emphasis the T -ommy
yours Sally SS ally etc

Tnen the names of objects
"H" at ,Ham . Hold

(b~) 1 can see something beginning with B’
................................. m and so on
two
Can even put three sand-paper letter together
to make a word
eg | ...N
fbeginning with the word first

ftxvw~
and analysing it . Lad. Prep. Feeling GeomO-
Forms with two
fingers

Mailkpula »wig MANIPULATING THE WRITING INSTRUMENT
nmmmmuammmmHKHmM

the Knobs on the Cylinders

and
the more delivate Ex of Prac Life
buttoning , bows . lacing etc
Demonstrate the use of e
The two lines - double
Fillingin whole form - lines parallel
2 IS W™, . not going over edge

Children are very f/and of this work.

jijjet them do it as much as they like - be”fere
they can write , After tha could he limited to the
afternoons - if you see they are neglecting other paths
WRITING IMMINENT . Teachers some times say - judging by the

col°rinS This child will soon be starting
to write . Also a good exercise in colour blending - a form

of art



4 -

( $ETAL INSETS CONTS )
Mixing together various insets and making all sorts

of patterns

THE COMPOSITION OF WORDS ANDSENTENCES

The, child has net, y at, laamruzA to write - only Indlvual

letters t
. N K
They are interesting because

a) a”seneorialL™act -(ncy a study of words , how

they are meade , still less their meaning

But a curious thing

"Like a musical box sho</a person

/
an "S" and hej*presto he makes a noise like a soda skater

syphon at work .'or an "0" and he opnes his moujsh . etc.

/ now "analysis of words into componenet soundsdS

CD
Can dictate the words directly —- if time and opportunity

OV (3rlif not give picture of phonetic words ( see picture )

e.g. dog , sofa , hat I~*Ur

even long words panama ..mininm manifest

neser mind if the child makes a mistake and

SIAKES UP . IHE word phoentically right but wrﬁyngly
» T T e — 1y.
SPELT .) -TiilSntjTUINC'MIRE . He w ill not get into a

bad habit
Why
‘Because -f ajvery surprint thing

THE WORD WHICH HE HIMSELF HAS MADE UP . HIS WHO RYHTM N OF WORK

IS/ROM IfEN "OUTWARDS, .
The story of Montessorls GYMNASTIs i



WRITING

Writing is a spoken language translated Into symbols

I30L.LTIO CF DIFFICULTIES

In writing a word or a sentence there are various dIff*
colties to be overcome

1) Learning the Letters

1) reogdlse them by sight ( or touch or both )
2) Learn how to make them - their shape
3) Loam the sounds they stand for e
(Most langauages are PHON TIC - and in any case a
phonetic basis is necessary * The Sentence Method absurd |

( Have even know teachers proud of the facet that
their children do not know the sounds of the
letters .. We shall deal with phonetic dIfflultles
later * special material)

2) The manipulation of the writing instrument <

pen or pencil or chalk etc ,

3) Kow the letters should go together to make

words and sentences

Montessort*s Principle of THE ISOLATION OF DIFFICULTIES

Separate the difficulties and deal with each in a
separate activity which is Interesting In itself

THE LETTERS

At an early perloa 3|r to 484

Sensitive Period for Touch

for sensorial impressions
* sounds and shapes -

The Technique of Touching

Touch not pressure - very light , not pressing down |,



Desonstrate the Massage of Fingers

Warm water - towel - touch boards (a) and (b)

**..*..- smooth «1)-1*»

sough
( also material for patting by touvh)

Letter can be grouped 4n sets according to similarities

e*g m, n, u,
Must learn the sounds they stand for

Seguln attain

m ( feel it ) ( again | )

This is
This is 0 fell it

Q-ive me etc,

K*¥*ee*%qe

What is this ?

If already call letters by different names —

say This is
this ts Tee — it says tuh

eff and It says f
and so on

the kind of letters

Cursive —— or script e

Engladn use script a great deal —%—but no reason why
cursive-———- did so in Rome .

not begin with
like the no*rods

in amother and another etc -

1) A group of children round the table

QT fpiL,ii&IIII
letters spread out |,
1

Take turns Tommy give me
%ry give me f

Then add

etc

Letter on a table a few y ards away
- or little c¢

big k -

2)
Go and find me s

REAL

LETTERS_ARE fEL EHTITSS”e you go r?
they awaop round ,



Letter Games cont,
Try and recognise the letter with qgies shut ~ just
by touch «
The beginning of words
e, g The childrens names

How Tommmy what letter does your name
start with « emphasis the T -ommy

yours Sally SS ally etc
Tnen the names of objects
MH" at ,Ham * Hold

I can see something beginning with B
w and so on

two
Can even put three sand-paper Tetter together

to make a word

e*K 1 ». N . . .
beginning with the word first
and ana|ysing |t , m&* Prep, Feeling _Geom
Forms with two
fingers
2) Manipulating MIFU1ATIHC THE WHITING INSTRUMENT
T-direct Preparation the Snobs,on the Cylinders
inu— - and
the more delicate Ex of Proc Life
buttoning » bows , lacing etc

HTE METAL INSETS
Demonstrate the use of. e
The two lines - double

FIllingin whole form lines parallel
not going over edge ,

hildren are very f/$ond of this work.
~et them do It as much as they like ~ beofre

they can write . After tha could be limited to the
afternoons - if you see they are neglecting other paths

WRITING IMMINENT , Teachers some times say - Judging by the
gua;ity of the coloring This child will soon be starting
to write . Also a good exercise In colour blending - a form

of art ,
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{ $ETAL INSETS CONTS )

Mixing together various insets and making all sorts

of patterns *

Two difficulties have been tackled now

THE COMPOSITION OF WORDS ANDSENTENCES

Hie child has not yet learned to write - only Indlvual
b letters
W.
8| They are Interesting because

a) a sensorial fact - not a study of words , how
they are meade , still less their meaning
But a curious thing
"Like a musical box " ... sho a person
an "S" and haypresto he makes a noise like a soda syater
syphon at work,'or an "O" and he apnea his mouth . etc.

NOW ANALYSIS OP WORDS INTO COMPONZNLT SOUHCD

Can dictate the words directly —<« if time and opportunity e
If not give picture of phonetic words ( see picture )
®*S* dog p sofa phat -
even long words panama »».minim manifest |,
NEBER KIND IP THE CHI D MAKES A MISTAKE AND
HAKBS UP 'HE WORD PfIOSN ITCALLY RIGHT BUT WRONGLY
SPELT . ) NOT AT THIS JUNCTURE . He will not get into a
bad habit
Why |
Because -f a very surpring thing
VERy OFTEN HE CANNOT READ ) FIFTEEN MINUTES AFTERWARDS
THE WORD WHICH HE HIMSELF HAS MADE UP . HIS WHO RYHTM N OF WORK

IS ROM WIN OUTWARDS .
The ~tory of Montessoris GYMNASTIs |



HM pp 28- 30
The Explosion into Writing

Still goes on

ihe story of little Hanschen inthe Austrian alps.

Miss nardmaann | dreamt last night that | could write.

"It was alovely dream Hans , and it is going to
come true

The next day in their walk he traced ketters in
the snow . The day after he got some of the sand paper
letters and then suddenly began to write tham on the
black board . e was terribly excited and went round
to everyone sa ing "l can write adding immediately
but nobody taught me I ™

As the years passedthe thing became a bit more

systematised - but in essence it remains the same .
Next time ?

THE ANALZSIS OF DIFFICULTIES

The Principje $ Analyse the difficulties and tackle one
difficulty at a time - with an activity which is interst—
ing in Itself . The three skills
I) The Letters I)shape

2)'sound

3) stereognostic memoi™ of it
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