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Montessorl Notes - Miscellaneous

WoMI Exhibition San Franalaco 191 3 *?

In the educational Section was a modelo%lass specially
built & %SDcodUtauiz]ssBnxwa83dml%xwtldxBxwa5clBaBxsIx89x % e
classroomw was built with walls of glass« 211 around were
rows of chairs for the spectators « Jhirty Children were
chosen , the speotatots were admitted fron the first day
and it was kept open for a month |,

One day a little girl who was in fcit for the Hirst
time was so delighted that she asked the Teacher * % you know
how to wite too?”

The mother/* of this child wanted to open a school

& "Il help you
herself , anf the ahlid said " abcSbklodssdkpKHU , | know the
way to learn writing » ; you must have sand-paper letters.
One day they had a festive lunch ( on some one*s birth
-day ) and each child carried a lightedcandle j but there were

no accidents e

DIVIDING UB THE METHCD

It is useless to take on the method in little bits without
the spirit of it « Sone people will take a little Illberjiy
others a little individual teaching i or some of the apparat-
us » ome will taek the principle ofObservation as every-
t ing andobserve everything solemnly even the most foolish
andadt disorferly actions « whers will believe In just
physlcla libory ; others will perpetually reaso’ withthe
children « wther will Introduce all kings of objrcto - an d
use a confused blend of toys and games «

VH&BS THE JOY COKES FRO

Nothing gives more joy that he development of the
normal faculties ; the leamlgr of new facts and fresh know-
ledge which always leads on to somet ing further on

THE BEST ARGUVENT IN FAVOUR

At an exhibition of soeci'enrs of the children* s writing

on



one of the vistors * a sChfedlmaster - refused to believe that
children of 5 and 6 eoftld write so well. Sou© on© road a pro-
test at this incredultity < Dr lontessorl » who was in another
part of the room happened to over hearthis conversation , she
called the lady who was so perturbed at the Incredulity and
said " Bit don*t you see , his incredulity is the fllnest

testimonial that we could have**

HISTORY OF m i METHOD
About thirty years ago our method traateoae became known
as an educational syaten for children fns 3-6, % e method
was praised , anreciafced , approved , Imitated and degraded
and finally vanned in a veil of silence and Ignored *
the work went on quietly » unobtrusively
and spread itself over the whole world in space - and up to

secondary school age in time |,

NO HEtf BOOKS
It Is hot so widely known aslt was at first owing to
the fact that no new books have been written on the subject for

20 ears ( 1934 )
L&RHING F ROM THE CHILD

The more closely and minutely we observe the Child the
greater are the truths he reveals to us -«

( lontessori the Slr,:ientist ,
THE NEW CHILD: a:

Wron the very beginning thew charasteristic appeared in the
children In our schoolsb5s But at that time attention was not
focussed ypon this fact but rather upon the new technique of
acquireing culture ,

But as for us these new and peculiar charateristics

were always the most important fact j and it was because of
this the method spread thro the wofcld ,

) At that time new books were written about this revel-
ation in America” The Discovery o the Child: in Englan d
The New Children

fhese 3PskdxHjferaBStx9txHx Indicate - not a newmethod
Yon opt ethe revelation of new forms of the child*s
personality.
The Quetta fiaria of Italy said n 1 am expect’ng a
new ouilosoohy to arise from what is seen in these little
children of 5 years of age ,



HTB CH CTTS3SQRI (a)
Searching for methdés to belo maiitaX defifients dn© vent
€0 the Boumevill© Inst at Paris « ~t was thor© ohe heard. of
S”guln * vho says at the end of bis hook

"DOflelento ean be mudo to look normal and entor society
and ©veri eam their oun living 5 andatili rem In defleient

After m somernie vili cono ubo vili appi« thcae princinlos
to nomai ohildren v;lth Infinite oooeibiUtieo «

sh© hau a crea';, friend « a Num -radre del Patrocino di
San Giuseppe f ubo usod to dall l'ontooaorft hor * daushtor
in the vorld " , ( anoiUa mundi )
)))

Another Stm vho vas hor gro..t friend belonced to theé
Ilandmaido of thé Sacrod H©arts of «Teouo and *ary * It vao
di® «ho oald *lonteooorl e nata a ornare e rallegrare il oaelo
e la terra 1L ( Ibntesoori &ao boom boto to adorn and nake

joyful hoaven and earth « high praioo for a noma nun)

t hold of 0 me notrai
norma! chitdren wunder else ; bufc Accoralng to taxi thero vere
no aehools for thé under sixea* It vos a mattar of red tane,
'then carne he affair of thé tenonont houseo |

Before that som© one startlng a journal had asked
Hcnteaoorl to urite an arici© - vhioh glie dia* 1t vas thio
artici© v Ich lod to ber being eteoaan by Sgr balano for the
job of lookingafter the eh Xdrcn in the te en©bt hounee < and
so to her verte ( "Obodlcuce to Sventa "

10 I WUOTO _
Some one ( rMaccheroni $ ) founf the %ttoressla standing
entraneed before thfeso wanderful ehUdrai " del cielo / and

murnuring to heraelf "™ io mi vuoto | 10 mi vuoto

dio mfcc-riasl for thé San Lorenso achools ver© rado by

the boys of the Boforraat.ry of Sr ilcheal



(3)
HE WILL DO IT MBLSON HOT HOT sO VAL

The dsvloming child has to make tela way through a number of
Vanities while her worlds at the Treat task of building
vip his personality « %O world ogpEx offers hint many - far
t 'omany thlgs of salons id&nds all misted up together t
yet still he manages to derive from them ideas of colour |,
also * fora and so forth*

% Is rental work he cannot be forced to do » nor yet
hindered gfo from dting s a vita! impulse within him drives
him do to do it willyimilly.

MKM$t og lusxn maaamaCTiQKg

Achild of 4 years distinguishes a material object
from irs qualities* and gibes the same name to a so&ple straw»»
bottomed «hair and one carved and upholstered « who
tlaght him to form an IAgg of Chairs Wich include them all
without rogatd to their individual peculiarities ? The mind is
so made that it works In this way and thus arrives at forming
tienoral ideas «

g*s.j3f «c m gR,: :-Lfi ...

T
M
sir Gilbert at a banquet in honour of Dr ‘onteosorl

* ho was Chairman of the Educational ffommittee of the London
County tanum tl  Council - said i- " Dr onteasori is a
groat personality and a great educationallot of untold value .
| desire to tender the thanks of London for the remarkable
influence which she has exerted on the London gxgjgcsx Schools”
‘iv®i at a -ooting In the Cetr®l Hall Westminster 1931 |,

THE SSH3E OF ODDER aHD THE qUHEH

4 Child had eomooaed several words with the movable
alphabet . ho had begun to out theff the letters 8way when the
Queen saw him abd said »"make Vivo 1* Italia |1, The child
©alraely went on nutting back the letters into their box, taking
no notice of the Qoen,o0 request * It was a tense sonant fior

. the observers , In a low tone r'ontosoroi so a ‘Jld you not



4

niifc hoaf iiihat the said f* “Tes» * replied tho child » hut
first 1 swst put boots everything "™ * ms Ojean praised the
child m amatmt off hie sense ofsfioBs order end greatly an*
proldatod tho spirit of he methods «

c&am hoitiboritu of Savoy tool-: a groat interest in

ttontoooori9o worfc and helped it in many ways e

noiffsasonx xh X90d

ifi@ retained all her f©Ominie grace and mdo it seiba serve
her tisoioki *

"iifit from tho beginning * as tar baels go X965 - at the op
- onlag of her lectures cm fedogo”&al anthiw”lagy Om
airead7 had notions on educational method -

) the toucher nust- not tyrannise over the child * should
rather serve him

Xt is the hurried acquisition of oultyr© with the
view to marhs .and sxaoinlalloos which fattgyoo and ex-
hausts *

mo intelligence needs to have time and

opportunity to meditate and assimilate cm what I's »*as
taken In *

Ahat. s differnes there |Is hotween the south, of on ano
abd tha of a ran « %e former has a prominent south all
ready to map at things ; hut man’s mouth Is ready to —

smile |

Ohe copare Lorabroao'o theory of Criminality with \ dolm
Chrysostom*s doctrine of the ” Somotmlty of guilt

mp ,.0 aC Xvl a'
Xn Children the sinfi is nor© active oven that the body #mqy
therefore need to move with an aim In view * on aim dleataled
by that Intolligence « me Prepared awt affords thorn a groat
many possibilities of doing soothing useful * Xhoo their
bodily actlvit I o disci lined and guided 1 haramony with

the Inner activity of thourfct



Ronlido rentessorl
Whan Dp,8 was a student *he used to have to cany
back and forth to the University ou«h a number of big ndd-
lo”l  books that her mother Henllde otrdek m tholdoa of
unbinding the booM andtaking thorn only In sections as need
«sd . mis ldea * or something similar - %g? JSmtoasarl later
used the " Hie whlldren,o "+d&e ’loaal " and also In

the Ltbro Oporto = ’the Opened Rodk “ « or Hi© !3ass Cards*

When Benildo was dying and cound not novo her tssiso
eyes K* stayed for a long time In tho sane position so that
she could be seen* When she died her halehtor could not be
persuaded to eat for many days «

signor l'ontessorl $ the father , was a very oolite and

correct is?Ittary mm who had been commended for bravery as
* a sentinel avansato

% was so polite that one one occasion at a party
he was so borod that ho actually fainted ttao&s rather than show
his boredom table guests ( of Horber t Spencer and his
wads of cotton wool 5

th the year 19H took place the Jubilee of their
mrr&x’0O » Her daughter gave her a present - which was
In a hat bon * the ’"other Who was an invalid said " 8ut 1
don*t need a hat * 2 never go out " « On opening the boss
which ms a big one - for many hats »out came a number of

balloons which sailed pp in the room *

A fter graduating Or I « practiced as private doctor » and
-38#F | m ANMNNGKS KM **8£8/0 SBBIMA net ,, ftfi*» darr

or

& M no- . A4 REwdRY

which the patient amended the door and jtfpient out e
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