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Monte ss o r l  N otes -  M iscellaneous

WoMI Exhib it io n  San F ranal acó 191 3 *?

In  th e  e d u c a tio n a l S e c tio n  was a  model c la s s  s p e c ia l ly

b u i l t  ■§■ %SDcodUtauiz]ssBnxwa83dml%xwtldxBxwa5clBaBxslx89x % e  

classroomw was b u i l t  w ith  w a lls  o f  g la ss«  ^11 around were 

rows o f c h a ir s  f o r  th e  s p e c ta to r s  • J h i r t y  C h ild ren  were 

chosen , th e  s p e o ta to ts  were ad m itted  f ro n  th e  f i r s t  day 

and i t  was kep t open f o r  a month ,

tim e was so d e l ig h te d  th a t  she asked th e  T eacher * %  you know 

how to  w ite  to o ? ”

h e r s e l f  , an f th e  ah l i d  s a id  " abcSbkJbdssdkpKHu , I  know th e  

way to  le a rn  w r i t in g  » ; you must have sand -paper l e t t e r s .

One day they  had  a  f e s t i v e  lunch ( on some one* s b i r t h  

-day ) and each c h i ld  c a r r ie d  a  lig h te d c a n d le  j b u t th e re  were 

no a c c id e n ts  •

I t  i s  u s e le s s  to  ta k e  on th e  method in  l i t t l e  b i t s  w ithou t 

th e  s p i r i t  o f i t  « Sone people w i l l  ta k e  a l i t t l e  llb e rjiy  

o th e rs  a l i t t l e  in d iv id u a l  te a c h in g  i o r  some of th e  a p p a ra t

u s  » ome w i l l  ta e k  th e  p r in c ip l e  o f O bservation  a s  every - 

t  ing  andobserve ev e ry th in g  solem nly even th e  most f o o l is h  

andadt d i s o r f e r ly  a c t io n s  • wth e r s  w i l l  b e l ie v e  In  ju s t  

p h y s lc la  l ib o r y  ; o th e rs  w i l l  p e rp e tu a lly  r e a s o ’n  w ith  the  

c h ild re n  « wth e r  w i l l  In tro d u c e  a l l  k in g s o f o b jr c to  -  an d 

u se  a confused  b len d  o f  to y s  and games «

norm al f a c u l t i e s  ; th e  le a m lg r  o f  new f a c t s  and f re s h  know

ledge which alw ays le a d s  on to  somet in g  f u r th e r  on

At an e x h ib it io n  o f so ec i' e n rs  o f th e  ch ild ren *  s w r i t in g  

on

of

One day a  l i t t l e  g i r l  who was in  fc i t  f o r  th e  H ir s t

The mother/^ o f t h i s  c h i ld  w anted to  open a school
i & I ' l l  h e lp  you

DIVIDING UB THE METHOD

VH&BS THE JOY COKES FRO

N othing g iv e s  more joy  th a t  h e  developm ent o f th e

THE BEST ARGUMENT IN FAVOUR
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one o f th e  v i s t o r s  * a  sChfedlmaster -  re fu se d  to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  

c h i ld re n  o f 5 and 6 eoftld w r i te  so w e ll .  Sou© on© road a  p ro

t e s t  a t  t h i s  in c r e d u l t i ty  • Dr lo n te s s o r l  » who was in  a n o th e r  

p a r t  o f th e  room happened to  o v e r h e a r th  i s  c o n v e rsa tio n  , she 

c a l le d  th e  lady  who was so p e r tu rb e d  a t  th e  In c re d u li ty  and 

s a id  " B it  don* t  you see  , h i s  in c r e d u l i ty  i s  th e  f lln e s t 

te s t im o n ia l  th a t  we cou ld  have**

HISTORY OF m i  METHOD

About t h i r t y  y e a rs  ago o u r method traateoae became known 

a s  an e d u c a tio n a l sy a ten  f o r  c h i ld re n  f n s  3 -6 , % e method 

was p r a is e d  , a n re c ia fc e d  , approved , Im ita te d  and degraded 

and f i n a l l y  vanned in  a v e i l  o f s i le n c e  and Ignored  *

th e  work went on q u ie t ly  » u n o b tru s iv e ly  , 

and sp read  i t s e l f  over th e  w hole w orld  i n  space -  and up to  

secondary schoo l age in  tim e ,

NO HEtf BOOKS

I t  I s  h o t  so w idely  known a s l t  was a t  f i r s t  owing to  

th e  f a c t  th a t  no new books have been w r i t te n  on th e  s u b je c t  fo r  

20 e a rs  ( 1934 )

L&iRHING F ROM THE CHILD

The more c lo s e ly  and m inu tely  we o b serv e  th e  C h ild  th e  

g r e a te r  a r e  th e  t r u th s  h e  r e v e a ls  to  u s •

( l o n te s s o r i  th e  S c ie n t i s t  ,I*
THE NEW CHILD: a :

Wron th e  v ery  beg inn ing  thew c h a r a s t e r i s t i c  appeared  in  th e  

c h i ld re n  In  our sc h o o ls5 • But a t  t h a t  tim e a t t e n t io n  was no t 

fo cu ssed  ypon t h i s  f a c t  b u t r a th e r  upon th e  new tech n iq u e  o f 

a c q u ire in g  c u l tu r e  ,

But a s  f o r  us th e s e  new and p e c u l ia r  c h a r a t e r i s t i c s

wer e  alw ays th e  most im p o rtan t f a c t  j and i t  was because of 
t h i s  th e  method sp read  th ro  th e  wofcld ,

A t t h a t  tim e new books were w r i t te n  abou t t h i s  r e v e l 
a t io n  in  America” Th e  D iscovery o th e  C h ild : in  Englan d 
The New C h ild ren

fhese 3PskdxHjferaBStx9txHx In d ic a te  -  n o t a  newmethod 
on o p t e th e  r e v e la t io n  o f new form s o f th e  ch ild*  s 

p e r s o n a l i ty .
The Quetta f ia r ia  o f I t a l y  s a id  n 1 am e x p e c t’ng a 

new ouilosoohy  to  a r i s e  from what i s  seen in  th e se  l i t t l e  
c h i ld re n  o f 5 y e a rs  o f  age ,



H0 TB3 OH CTTS3SQRI (a)

Searching fo r  methdés to belo  maiitaX d e fifie n ts  dh© vent 
€o thè Boum evill© In st at Paris • ^t was thor© ohe heard. of

"D © flelento  ean be mudo to  lo o k  norm al and  e n to r  s o c ie ty  
and ©veri e a m  t h e i r  oun l iv in g  5 a n d a t i l i  r e m  In  d e f le ie n t

A f te r  m  somernie v i l i  cono ubo v i l i  app i«  th c a e  p r ln c in lo s  
to  n o m a i o h ild re n  v;lth I n f i n i t e  o o o e ìb iU t ie o  «

|  sh© haù a crea':, f r ie n d  « a  Num - r a d r e  d e l P a tro c in o  d i  

San G iuseppe f ubo usod to  d a l l  l'ontooaorft h o r  * d au sh to r 

in  th è  v o r ld  " , ( a n o iU a  mundi !' )

A nother Stm vho v as  h o r  g ro ..t f r ie n d  belonced  to  th è  

Ilandmaido o f  th è  Sacrod H©arts o f «Teouo and * ary  * l t  vao 

di® «ho o a ld  '* 1 o n teo o o rl e  n a ta  a  o rn a re  e r a l l e g r a r e  i l  o ae lo  

e  l a  t e r r a  11 ( Ib n te s o o r i  &ao boom b o to  to  adorn  and nake 

jo y fu l hoaven and e a r th  «• h ig h  p ra ìo o  f o r  a  noma nun)

norm a! c h i td re n  u n d er else ; bufc Accora Ing to  taxi th e ro  v e re  

1 no aeh o o ls  f o r  th è  under sixea* l t  vos a  m a tta r  o f  red  ta n e , 

'ihen carne h e  a f f a i r  o f th è  tenonon t houseo |

Before th a t som© one s ta rtln g  a journal had asked 
Hcnteaoorl to u r i te  an arici© -  vhioh glie dia* l t  vas thio 
artici©  v  lch lod to ber being eteoaan by Sgr balano fo r thè 
job of lookingafter thè eh Xdrcn in  thè te  en©bt hounee «• and 
so to  her verte ( "Obodlcuce to  Sventa "

Some one ( rMaccheroni $ ) founf th è  % t to r e s s a  s ta n d in g  

e n tra n e  ed b e fo re  thfeso w anderfu l eh U d r a i  " d e l  c ie lo  /  and 

m urnuring to  h e r a e l f  " io  mi vuoto  l io  mi vuoto  "

dio m fcc-riasl f o r  th è  San Lorenso achòo ls  ver© rado  by

S^guln *- vho say s a t  th è  end o f  b i s  hook

) ))

t  h o ld  o f  0 me no t r a i

10 I  VUOTO
i

th è  boys o f th è  Bof o rra a t. ry  o f  S r ì l c h e a l



(3 )
HE WILL DO IT M8LSOW HOT HOT SO WELL

The dsvlom ing c h i ld  h a s  to  make tela way th rough  a number o f 

V a n it ie s  w h ile  h e r  w orlds a t  th e  T re a t t a s k  o f b u ild in g  

vtp h i s  p e r s o n a l i ty  • %© w orld  ogpEx o f f e r s  hint many -  f a r

t  'omany th lg s  o f  s a lo n s  id&nds a l l  misted up to g e th e r  t 

y e t  s t i l l  h e  manages t o  d e r iv e  from them id e a s  o f c o lo u r  , 

a l s o  * f o r a  and so fo rth *

% ls rental work he cannot b e  forced to do » nor yet  
hindered gfo from dting s a  v i t a ! impulse w ith in  him drives 
him do to  do i t  w illy im illy .

M K M $ t  og lu sx n  ■ aaamaCTiQKg

A ch ild  o f  4 y e a rs  d is t in g u is h e s  a  m a te r ia l  o b je c t  

from i r s  q u a l i t i e s *  and g ib e s  th e  same name to  a so&ple straw»» 

bottom ed « h a i r  and one ca rved  and u p h o ls te re d  « who

t l a g h t  him to  form  an IAgq o f  C h a irs  W ich  in c lu d e  them a l l  

w ith o u t ro g a td  to  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  ? The mind i s  

so  made th a t  i t  works In  t h i s  way and th u s  a r r iv e s  a t  form ing 

tie n o ra l id e a s  «

g*s.j3f «c ■  gR,: :-Lfi .........

TM
s ir  G ilbert a t a banquet in  honour o f Dr ‘ onteosorl 

•  ho was Chairman o f the Educational ffommlttee of the London 

County tanum t l  Council -  said  i -  " Dr onteasori i s  a

g ro a t  p e r s o n a l i ty  and a  g r e a t  e d u c a tio n a llo t  o f  u n to ld  v a lu e  . 

I  d e s i r e  to  te n d e r  th e  thanks o f  London f o r  th e  rem arkable 

in f lu e n c e  which she h a s  e x e rte d  on th e  London gxgjgcsx S chools” 

‘iv® i a t  a  - o o tin g  In  th e  C e tr^ l  H a ll W estm inster 1931 ,

THE SSH3E OF ODDER aHD THE qUHEH

4  C h ild  had  eomooaed s e v e ra l  words w ith  th e  movable 

a lp h a b e t .  h o had begun to  o u t theff th e  l e t t e r s  §way when th e  

Queen saw him abd s a id  »"make Vivo 1* I t a l i a  l 1 ,  The c h i ld  

©alraely went on n u tt in g  back th e  l e t t e r s  in to  t h e i r  box, ta k in g  

no n o t ic e  o f  th e  Qoen, o re q u e s t  * I t  was a  te n se  so n an t fior 

. th e  o b se rv e rs  , In  a low to n e  r'o n to so ro i so a ‘ J ld  you n o t
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niifc h o a f  iiíhat th e  s a id  f* “T e s» ** r e p l ie d  th o  c h i ld  » h u t

f i r s t  1 sw st p u t boots ev e ry th in g  " * m s  Ojean p r a is e d  th e  

c h i ld  m  a m a tm t off h i e  sense  ofsfioBs o rd e r  end g r e a t ly  an* 

p r o l d a t o d  th o  s p i r i t  o f  h e  methods «

c& am  h o ítíb o ritu  o f  Savoy tool-: a  g ro a t  i n t e r e s t  in  

tto n to o o o ri9 o worfc and h e lp ed  i t  in  many ways •

noiffsasonx xh X90d

ifi@ re ta in e d  a l l  h e r  f  ©minie g ra c e  and m d o  i t  se ib a  se rv e  

h e r  tísoíoki •
'" i i f i t  from th o  b eg in n in g  •  a s  t a r  baels go X9©5 -  a t  th e  op

-  on la g  o f  h e r  le c tu r e s  cm fed o g o ^ & a l a n th iw ^ la g y  0 m

a i r e a d 7 h ad  n o tio n s  on e d u c a tio n a l method •

I )  th e  to u c h e r  nust- n o t  ty ra n n is e  o v e r th e  c h i ld  * shou ld  
r a th e r  se rv e  him
Xt i s  th e  h u r r ie d  a c q u is i t io n  o f  ou lty r©  w ith  th e  

view t o  marhs .and sxao in  l a  11oos which fa ttg y o o  and ex 
h a u s ts  *

m o  in te l l i g e n c e  needs to  have  tim e  and ,  .. - 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e d ita te  and a s s im i la te  cm w hat I s  »*as 
tak en  In  *

^hat. s  d i f f e rn e s  th e re  I s  hotween th e  south, o f  on ano 

abd th a  o f  a ran  « % e  fo rm er h a s  a  prom inent so u th  a l l  

ready  to  m ap  a t  th in g s  ; h u t man’ s  mouth I s  ready  to  — 

sm ile  I

Ohe copare Lorabroao'o th eo ry  o f  C r im in a li ty  w ith  \  dolm 

Chrysostom *s d o c tr in e  o f th e  ” Somotmlty o f  g u i l t

::m p , .0 aC Xv I  ..a '

Xn C h ild ren  th e  sin fi i s  nor© a c t iv e  oven t h a t  th e  body #m qy

th e re fo r e  need  to  move w ith  an  aim In  view * on aim d le a ta le d  

by  th a t  I n to l l ig e n c e  • m e  P repared  a w t  a f fo rd s  thorn a  g ro a t 

many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  doing  so o th in g  u s e fu l  * Xhoo t h e i r  

b o d ily  a c t l v i t  I  o d i s c i  l in e d  and guided 1 haramony w ith  

th e  In n e r  a c t i v i t y  o f  thourfct •

i



R onlido  r e n te s s o r l  .

Whan Dp ,8  was a s tu d e n t *he used  to  have  to  c a n y  

back  and f o r th  to  th e  U n iv e rs ity  ou«h a  number o f b ig  ndd- 

l o ^ l  books t h a t  h e r  m other H en lld e  o trd ek  m  th o ld o a  o f

unbinding the booM andtaking thorn only In section s as need
i « sd  .  m is  Id e a  * o r  som ething s im ila r  -  %g? JS m toasarl l a t e r  

v] u sed  th e  " Hie wh l ld r e n , o "±d&e ’l o a a l  " and a ls o  In  

th e  L tbro  O porto ■* ’th e  Opened Rodk ‘ •  o r  Hi© !3ass Cards*

When Beni Ido  was dying and cound n o t  novo h e r  tssiso 

ey es K* s tay ed  f o r  a long  tim e In  th o  sane p o s i t io n  so th a t  

she cou ld  b e  seen* When she d ied  h e r  h a le h to r  co u ld  n o t b e

persuaded  to  e a t  f o r  many days «

s ig n o r  I 'o n te s so r l $ th e  f a t h e r  , was a  v ery  o o l i t e  and 

c o r r e c t  is? I t t a r y  mm who had been commended f o r  b ra v e ry  a s  

* a  s e n t in e l  avansato

h e  was so borod  th a t  ho  a c tu a l ly  f a in te d  ttao&s r a th e r  th an  show 

h i s  boredom ta b le  g u e s ts  ( of H orber t  Spencer and h i s  

wads o f  c o t to n  wool 5

m rr& x ’O » H er d au g h te r gave h e r  a  p re s e n t -  which was 

In  a h a t  bon * th e  ’"other Who was an  in v a l id  s a id  " 8 u t  1 

don* t  need  a  h a t  * 2 n ev e r  go o u t " « On opening th e  boss 

which m s  a  b ig  one -  f o r  many h a t s  »ou t came a  number o f 

b a l lo o n s  which s a i le d  pp in  th e  room *

A fte r  g ra d u a tin g  Or I • p r a c t ic e d  a s  p r iv a te  d o c to r  » and
—• 8 8 «■* I m AiWrWfûtOlk 8 KiM *.*8 £$% ¿88 #8/Sift f\ net „ ftfi*» darr

o r

<■* Am. n - _jti, . .. _ _ __ A -tl *«*-*.,:•* 8 d *«.*!(

which th e  p a t i e n t  amended th e  door and j t f p i e n t  o u t •

%  was so p o l i t e  t h a t  one one o ccasio n  a t  a  p a r ty

tln  th e  y e a r  19H to o k  p la c e  th e  J u b i le e  o f t h e i r
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