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The Retreat |,
Shahlbag ,
Ahmedaba d
Dec 28th ' 1921

My dear -Everyone
In Engla”, it is often condidered a little gauche -

slightly out of order - to mention £od and religion in a general
drawing room conversation »Not so in India . Everyone seems interst—
es in religionvand they are not at all embarassed by showing that
interest . Thus the **srawa llabs ( the Hall porters J*who are Mahom-
medans ~seem to think it is the nost natural thing in
the vjofrd to get down on their knees at certain intervals in the
day , and bow down “very loWjthree times in the direction of Mecca ,
at the same time repeating certain prayers .janebjjhey are not in the
least embarassed by ding this in public nor does it cause any em—
harassment to those who see them . Everyone takes that sort of thins:
for granted”as a matter of course , People seem to think it is just
as natural to discuss religion as”™polltics or the beoal news of the
day

As for myself |, in addition to these iscusslons with other
peoplejl have a sort of perpetual religious discussion going on in
- side myself . For ,as the weeks and months go by(l find myself
swinging like a pendulum now towards and now away: from Roman Cath-
olieism . For | must confess | have become”Infacted with what soma
of my Protestant friends call "Roman Fever

furiously enough”™just this last wsek™a number of incidents

happened”™wbich bear directly on this issue * arad “hey have been so

strikingly germane to the matter that | think the recipients of this

of wh0" are p rot'ata"t a « « ;.thoiic.e-

be m t,P9at, _ : vioux -



t' i"olhtA ~r* m
About a week ago little Leena came up to me with a few grains of

ncooked x{~> In her chubby little hand fand said ina most charming

manner . Mr Standing ,would you like some of thrse grains of rice they

are very special

"And why are they so very special?" | enquired

'‘Because " ~he replied , "my god has blessed them .We put

so7 e of these grains out in front of our god ”and ask him to bless them f

and then we give them to our friends ",

I thankfully accepted the offered grains in the spirit in whicA

they were offered . But | could not helo/hinking at the same tii™o

how similar this rite seemd to that of the catholics whose riestS-*-

bless** the Br9ad and afterwards distribute#
*

In the rite of Communion -
to the Faithful #

that 1 was intehssted said in a burst of con-

fliedence "Would you like to see my god ?" Upon ny relying in the

affirmativr she led me upsta”s to her room , where she conducted me to

a beautifully made wooden cabinet open at the front. In the centre of

it was a beautiful golden image of Krishna - seated like a Buddha -

with some flowers placed in frontof him ."1 put the grains down In

front of him~ Said Leenaymd asked him to bless them "

I was Interested to notice that there were quite a number of

other deities in the same cabinet - quite a -SShwffl*in fact - amongst

whom was a statue of the Addonna with the Xnfantjesus in her arms

There was also a st?ue of ?ster pan - a r”Lica of the one in Kensington

hardens , London * SjUIL.

A few days after this incident | met Mrudw*i in one fo the

corridors carding what looked like a golden candles..stick with several

arms - not unlike the one taken by the Emperor Troja” from the Temple

in Jersualem - but a good deal smaller When | asked her what it

was for she replied "We put ghi - that is melted butter - in each of the



I3
these little pits ( at the top of each arm ) . Then we light them and
pplace them In front of our god ".At ince the thought struck me "That”s
exact;y what the Catholics do in their churches : they light a candle
and place It In fron of a sta”e of Chrslt or His Mother or some other
saint It Is clear that the Catholics have stolen this idea fron the
pagans
A few days after this | went to have dinner - Indian fashion -
with the family In their dining room ( usually Ihave my meals by
myself™ cooked by Mulji“and sitting at a table ) As one of the Inalan
waiters fassed | notice he had a lobg string of beads hung round his
( very handsome ) torso™ which. was bare to the waist "What are those
beads for ? " | askecLand Suhrld who was sitting next to me replied
"°h he says his prayers on those " "Ahlj?ai " | said to myself " that Is
where the Catholics pinched the idea od their Rosary -eads .
Bhen ("the Gazel&es ")
The very next day | went with Wasu "S3@L and Ibdu Bhen on a
visit to a Jain temple .As we went round | was Interested to notice th
that the two girls dipped their fingers In receptacles containing
water and after carefully and reverently touched themslevs with this
water .At once | though to myself ,"That is 9t»08BSfESx something
which the catho(ics have taken over ~s-jdolng praé&tially the same thing—
as they make the Sign of the Cross with holy water
I had often heard Protestants say that the Cathol&c religion
has lost the primitive simplicity of Its early Gospel days , becoming
debased with the accretion of a lot of pagan cutoms : arad all these
expreiences which | have just related seemd to corroborate the state-
mdent to the full .It seemed to nme that the primitive simplicity of
had becomoe overlaid with amany superficial external -orms and practices
whlcch had in reality nothing to do with the Inner spiritual life which

esuss taught and practiced -as none of these things are mentioned in

he Gospels. (I) this |n|dat® a footnote see next Pa



Footnote
It was only several monthsiater - thanks to the reading of Cardinal
Newmans famoui book "The Development of Doctrine "( lent me by the “av
Archbishop G-oodier of "Maombay )that | saw the true significance of
these " pagan accretions " and then the"pendulum " began to swaing the
other way — back to uathollcsims

Newman maintains that one of the seven characteristics of a
vital movement " is the power of assimilation .Why should not Chrisitian
ity in its development through the centuries adopt sertaln practices
from pagan religions so long as in doing so it is able to " assimilate”
them - that is take them into itself without lossing its* own proper
form . Why hould it not make use of such obviously sounf)pyscho-
logial aids to devtion such as lighted canfll les ,blessed objects |,
holy water and. so forth , as longjts they do not interfere with
the essential dogmas of is teaching ? That it should be able to do so
is a sign of its strenght and vitality . Without doubt such external
devotess

materials andactlons help many to concentrate as they carry
out their worship

All which goes to show the truth of an observation by G-.K

Chesterton . Hej”ys that many persons say that all religions
essentially and fundamentally reach the same truths but differ only

in the r external manifestations and manner of presentation ." On

the contrary says Chesterton it is much more true to say that most of
the great world religions resemble eachother in their exterior
manifesatation - javing a priesthooh , an altar , cartai n prescribed

rites and prayers |’but differ fundamentally in what they teach
End of footnote .which should have been in single spacing )

(Back to the text )
Talking of religions a rather amusing incident occurred last

week down in the city ( of Ahmedabad )It took place in the

following manner . Tfere was



stmis-HiMripi‘cen acejjsra rrolrr”
of Ahmedg”~Sjfvth»-"mmearnrnlISSNP s
Il o tton(i.~) 'HV<*ImMVv—*
l«<irje 1dis™"ffiere was a sort of special fair being held - ar*T an«*
nual event - a khd of extra market«.Bomething beyond the usua 1»
ji™ iTo this fair many traders come from all the surrounding
district . One of these was a strange kind of merchant , as you
will see , but he made his money all right \
A week 4gr two before the extra fair was held.a bazaar
runour began circulating that ~ when the fair did come offf |
it would be attended by a'o Oirliit o Sadhu , a saint in other
words j who would work a miracle .It was sM4 that a certain god
would appear to kle under the form of an idol
v Well the time came and amongst the oeoole at the flair was
a holy man * N4 m
wandei*ing Oany;t)S1 ‘ffl'aij”. They usually go from house to house with
a begging bowl and even the poorest will give them something , so
great is the ©respect in India for these seekrs of enokgUtenment.
This particula/'holy man had set up b*kar little rwafaets™pp tent
in one corner of the bazaai™ and sat there all day cross -legged f
and as the people passed by somemo them would drop a pie
( less than a farthing ) in<” his bowl . But only farthings came .
Then one day the miracle happened’ .Right out of the ground v
just in front of his tent came up slowly , slowly Ju»? a statue —
the statue of this particular god ( I forget his name ) So now
there was great ejfcitemend and fervour iand the mmey came holleng
in~as you can well imagine
This went on for three or four days when suddenly the

holy man disappeared , tent , begging bowl*god and all . And for

why ? because he was wanted by the police . What they were on his
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track for | never found out , but it was not for the miracle
but for some n4ih% crime against the law which he had committed.

You are wondering bow the miracle took place ? Well it was

guite simpleyand very ingeniousjib you will see. Our "saint " had

come ny night®and in the ground just oppos ite his tent had: dug

a Ljrge hole into which he had placed some sort of sDherlcal recent

n am not quite sure of/the exact detai£0. ( a professional secret

no dount ’ he had fUled thfSpherlcal underground receDtacle

with dried grain . Ife this underground sphere ilied with

*rain comwm(cv%tegi/vi_tvr\}bl_ghe surface through a sort of vent like

a volcano .lluariiji Then he poured water down the vent into the dried grain
and then placed the god in the vent . Aesuit the water percolated
down into the grain it made it swell * And m)'([ﬁe only noint of

exit was throughthe vent the grain as it began to swell with the
moisture gradually pushed up the idol from bel-ow — and hey prestol'—
there rising like Pejjf&ephone from the. frethey reejions Qui1/t H-1™

whei) you kraw U6W 17* W t C * Vu*



This story re- , — Incident which | think is worth

mentioning . Ever"moning before the household is up we hear
A 1 .
a voice singing as its wonfry moves aleng oeutside the Latl

wall of the Retreat compound - singing cheerfully and with
joy We often used to wonder who it was jnd where the man was

sxdrte ( it was a man’s voice finally one day Mr Sarabhai told

one of his servants to find out who was and whare”™h”~was”going

It appeared it was the voice of a man who came everyday”~from the

city two rtI”~tO a”hls prayers at a particular tercple aonw by

the Mabarmati river %hich is not very far from us

~his rather intrigued Mr Sarrabhaljso one day asked one of

his servants to invite the man to come in on his way back .

- which he did . Mr Sarabhai , who is alwasy interested in question,

of religion ,spoke to the man and asked him questions about his
beliefs . | could not follow all the conversions

Kr s.gaid. that this devotee was a very simple fe llov*awd- absolute ly
sincere.He was extremely humble and did not think

it was anything

at il out of the orlnary to walk four/iles every morning to and

fro to his devotions , singing hymns and prayers“most of the way *

he**s”id* he found It a great help (to" do"so) to his Inner life
before he began his days work .The man had a really beautiful
face;and if anyone was really a saint in that vicinity | shlould
'Say that he was .He was not a sc holar or a philosopher nor
did he pretend to be anybody in particular , but | am sure in the
yes of Godjie - in spite of - or perhaps just because of his

simplicityaAvery holy indivlual y
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