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The R e t r e a t  ,Shahlbag ,Ahmedaba d.Dec 28th ' 1921
My dear -Everyone ,In E n g l a ^ ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  c o n d id ered  a l i t t l e  gauche -  s l i g h t l y  out o f  order -  to  mention £ o d  and r e l i g i o n  in a g e n e r a l  drawing room c o n v e r s a t i o n  »Not so in  I n d ia  . Everyone seems i n t e r s t — es in  r e l i g i o n vand they a r e  not  a t  a l l  embarassed by showing t h a t  i n t e r e s t  . Thus th e  *^srawa 1 labs ( the H a l l  p o r t e r s  J^who a re  Mahom- medans  ̂ seem to t h i n k  i t  i s  the n o s t  n atu ra  1 th In g  inthe vjo£rd to g e t  down on t h e i r  knees a t  c e r t a i n  i n t e r v a l s  in the day , and bow down ^very loWjthree times in the d i r e c t i o n  o f  Mecca , a t  the same time r e p e a t i n g  c e r t a i n  p r a y e rs  ..janeb jjhey are  not  in  the l e a s t  embarassed by ding t h i s  in p u b l i c  ^nor does i t  cause any em— harassment to  those who see them . Everyone ta k e s  t h a t  s o r t  o f  thins: f o r  g ranted^as a matter of  course , People seem to t h i n k  i t  i s  j u s t  as  n a t u r a l  to d i s c u s s  r e l i g i o n  a s ^ p o l l t i c s  or the beoal news o f  the day . As f o r  m y s e l f  , in a d d i t i o n  to th ese  i s c u s s l o n s  w i t h  o th e r  p e o p l e j I  have a s o r t  of  p e r p e t u a l  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  g o in g  on in -  s i d e  m yself  . For  ,a s  the weeks and months go b y ( I  f i n d  myself  swinging l i k e  a pendulum now towards and now away: from Roman C a t h -  o l i e  ism . For I  must c o n f e s s  I  have beco m e^ ln facted  w it h  what soma o f  my P r o t e s t a n t  f r i e n d s  c a l l  ’’Roman Feverf u r i o u s l y  enough^ j u s t  t h i s  l a s t  wsek^a number of  i n c i d e n t s  happened^wbich bear d i r e c t l y  on t h i s  i s s u e  * arad ^hey have been so s t r i k i n g l y  germane to the m atter  t h a t  I  t h in k  the r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h i s

o f  wh0" a r e  p r o t ' at a" t a « «  ; . t h o i i c . e -  be m t , P 9 a t„  _ vlouxi. ' **



they
t '  i^ o J h t A ^ r ’ * ■About a week ago l i t t l e  Leena came up to  me w ith  a few g r a i n s  o f  ncooked x{^> In her chubby l i t t l e  hand {and s a i d  ina most charmingmanner . Mr S t a n d in g  , would you l i k e  some o f  t h r s e  g r a i n s  of  r i c e  a re  v e ry  s p e c i a l  ""And why a r e  they so very s p e c i a l ? "  I  enquired'Because " ^he r e p l i e d  , "my god has b le s s e d  them .We put so7 e o f  th ese  g r a i n s  out in f r o n t  o f  our god ^and a sk  him to  b l e s s  them f and then we g i v e  them to our f r i e n d s  " ,I  t h a n k f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  the o f f e r e d  g r a i n s  in the s p i r i t  in  whicA they were o f f e r e d  . But I  c o u ld  n o t  h e l o / h i n k i n g  a t  the same t i i ^ o  how s i m i l a r  t h i s  r i t e  seemd to  t h a t  o f  the c a t h o l i c s  whose r i e s t S ’-

ln the r i t e  of Communion -  b le s s * *  the Br9ad and afterwards d i s t r i b u t e #  
to the F a i t h f u l  # *t h a t  1 was i n t e h s ste d  s a i d  in a b u r s t  o f  con-  fliedence "Would you l i k e  to  see my god ?" Upon my r e l y i n g  in thea f f i r m a t i v r  she led me u p s t a ^ s  to her room , where she conducted me to  a b e a u t i f u l l y  made wooden c a b i n e t  open a t  the f r o n t .  In the c e n tr e  o f  i t  was a b e a u t i f u l  golden image o f  Krishna -  seated l i k e  a Buddha -  w i t h  some f lo w e r s  p la ce d  in f r o n t o f  him . " I  put the g r a i n s  down In f r o n t  o f  him ^  S a id  Leenaymd asked him to b l e s s  them "

I  was Interested to n o t ic e  that there were quite a number of  
other d e i t i e s  in the same cabinet -  quite  a -S S h w ffl^ in  f a c t  -  amongst 
whom was a statue o f  the A‘4adonna with the X n f a n t j e s u s  in her arms 
There was a ls o  a st?ue of ? s t e r  pan -  a r^Lica of the one in Kensington 
hardens , London . * sjJUiL.A few days a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  I  met Mrudw*i in one f o  the c o r r i d o r s  c a r d in g  what looked l i k e  a golden c a n d l e s . . s t i c k  w ith  s e v e r a l  arms -  not u n l i k e  the one taken by the Emperor T r o j a ^  from the Temple in  J ersualem  -  but a good d e a l  s m a l l e r  .  When I  asked her what i t  was f o r  she r e p l i e d  "We put g h i  -  t h a t  i s  melted b u tte r  -  in  each of  the



! 3th ese  l i t t l e  p i t s  ( a t  the top o f  each arm ) . Then we l i g h t  them and p p la c e  them In f r o n t  of  our god " . A t  in c e  the thought  s t r u c k  me "That^s e x a c t ; y  what the C a t h o l i c s  do in t h e i r  churches : they l i g h t  a c a n d le  and p l a c e  I t  In f r o n  o f  a s t  a ^ e  of  C h r s l t  or His  Mother or some o th e r  s a i n t  I t  I s  c l e a r  t h a t  the C a t h o l i c s  have s t o l e n  t h i s  idea fron the pagans .A few days a f t e r  t h i s  I  went to  have dinner -  In d ia n  f a s h i o n  -  w i t h  the f a m i l y  In t h e i r  d i n in g  room ( u s u a l l y  Ihave my meals by myself^ cooked by M ulj i^and s i t t i n g  a t  a t a b l e  ) As one of  the I n a la n  w a i t e r s  fa s s e d  I  n o t i c e  he had a lobg s t r i n g  o f  beads hung round h i s  ( v ery  handsome ) torso^ which. was bare  to the w a i s t  "What are  those beads f o r  ? " I  askecLand S u h r ld  who was s i t t i n g  n e x t  to me r e p l i e d  " ° h  he says h i s  p r a y e r s  on those " "Ahlj^ai " I  s a i d  to  m yself  " t h a t  Iswhere the C a t h o l i c s  pinched the idea od t h e i r  Rosary  eads .Bhen (’' t h e  Gazel&es ")The very  n e x t  day I  went w ith  Wasu "̂ S3@L and Ibdu Bhen on a v i s i t  to  a J a i n  temple .A s  we went round I  was I n t e r e s t e d  to n o t i c e  th t h a t  the two g i r l s  dipped t h e i r  f i n g e r s  In r e c e p t a c l e s  c o n t a i n i n g  water and a f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  and r e v e r e n t l y  touched th emslevs w ith  t h i s  water . A t  once I  though to  m y s e l f  , " T h a t  i s  9rt»08BSfESx something which the c a t h o ( i c s  have taken over ^s-jdolng p r a & t i a l l y  the same t h i n g  —  as they make the S i g n  o f  the Cross w it h  h o ly  w ater .I  had o f t e n  heard P r o t e s t a n t s  say t h a t  the Cathol& c r e l i g i o n  has l o s t  the p r i m i t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  I t s  e a r l y  G o s p e l  days , becoming debased w ith  the a c c r e t i o n  o f  a l o t  o f  pagan cutoms : arad a l l  these e x p r e i e n c e s  which I  have j u s t  r e l a t e d  seemd to c o r r o b o r a t e  the s t a t e -  mdent to  the f u l l  . I t  seemed to  me t h a t  the p r i m i t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  had becomoe o v e r l a i d  w ith  amany s u p e r f i c i a l  e x t e r n a l  -orms and p r a c t i c e s  whlcch had in  r e a l i t y  n o t h in g  to  do w i t h  the Inner s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  whichesuss t a u g h t  and practiced - a s  none o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  a re  mentioned inhe G o s p e l s .  ( I )  t h i s  i n l d a t ®s a f o o t n o t e  see n e x t  Pa



F o o tn o teI t  was only  s e v e r a l  m o n th s ia te r  -  thanks to the re a d in g  o f  C a r d i n a l  Newmans famoui book "The Development of  D o c t r in e  " ( l e n t  me by the ^av A rch b ish o p  G-oodier of  "^aombay ) t h a t  I  saw the tr u e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  these " pagan a c c r e t i o n s  " and then the"pendulum " began to swaing the other way — back to ua t h o l l c s l m s  .Newman m a in t a in s  t h a t  one of  the " seven c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  av i t a l  movement " i s  the power of  a s s i m i l a t i o n  .Why should n o t  C h r i s i t i a ni t y  in  i t s  development th rough the c e n t u r i e s  adopt s e r t a l n  p r a c t i c e sfrom pagan r e l i g i o n s  so lo ng as  in  doing so i t  i s  a b le  to  " a s s i m i l a t e "them - t h a t  i s  take them i n t o  i t s e l f  w ith o u t  l o s s i n g  its*  own properform . Why hould i t  not  make use o f  such o b v io u s l y  s o u n f ) pyscho-l o g i a l  a i d s  to d e v t io n  such as  l i g h t e d  canf l l  l e s  , b l e s s e d  o b j e c t s  ,h o l y  water and. so f o r t h  , as  longjts they do not  i n t e r f e r e  w it hthe e s s e n t i a l  dogmas o f  i s  t e a c h in g  ? That i t  should be a b l e  to do soi s  a s i g n  o f  i t s  s t r e n g h t  and v i t a l i t y  . Without doubt such e x t e r n a ld e v o te ssm a t e r i a l s  a n d a c t l o n s  h e l p  many to c o n c e n t r a t e  as  they c a rr yout t h e i r  worship .A l l  which goes to  show the t r u t h  of an o b s e r v a t io n  by G-.K.C h e s t e r t o n  . Hej^ys th a t  many persons say t h a t  " a l l  r e l i g i o n se s s e n t i a l l y  and fu n d a m e n ta l ly  reach the same t r u t h s  but d i f f e r  onlyin  the r e x t e r n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  and manner o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  . "  Onthe c o n t r a r y  says C h e s t e r t o n  i t  i s  much more true to say t h a t  most o fthe g r e a t  world r e l i g i o n s  resemble each oth er  in t h e i r  e x t e r i o rman i f e s a t a t i o n  -  j a v i n g  a p r ie s t h o o h  , an a l t a r  , c a r t a i  n p r e s c r i b e dr i t e s  and p rayers  | ’ but d i f f e r  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  in what they t e a c h  .End of  f o o t n o t e  .which should have been in  s i n g l e  s p a c in g  )(Back to the t e x t  )T a l k i n g  o f  r e l i g i o n s  a r a t h e r  amusing i n c i d e n t  occu rred  l a s t  week down in the c i t y  ( o f  Ahmedabad ) l t  took place  in the f o l l o w i n g  manner . Tfere was
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stm is-H i^ lri pi'c en âçejjsrâ r^ o lrr^o f Ahmed g ^ S j f v t h » -  ̂ mmea r n r n llS S N P  s  

I  o  t t  on ( i .~ j  'HV<*|mMVv— *l«irje ld i s ^ ^ f f i e r e  was a s o r t  o f  s p e c i a l  f a i r  being  h e l d  -  ar^T a n « *  nua 1 event -  a khd o f  e x t r a  ma rket«.Bometh ing beyond the usua 1 » j j ^ i To t h i s  f a i r  many t r a d e r s  come from a l l  the  surrounding d i s t r i c t  . One of th e se  was a s t r a n g e  kind of  merchant , as you w i l l  see , but he made h i s  money a l l  r i g h t  \A week 4fgr two b e f o r e  the extra  f a i r  was h e l d . a  bazaar runour began c i r c u l a t i n g  t h a t  ^  when th e  f a i r  did come o f f f  „  i t  would be a t t e n d e d  by a ' o Oirliit o  Sadhu , a s a i n t  in oth er  words j who would work a m ir a c l e  . I t  was sM-4 t h a t  a c e r t a i n  god would appear to k læ  under th e  form of  an i d o l  .V*?
cr*

W e ll  the time came and amongst the oeo ole  a t  the f la ir  wasa h o ly  man *  ^  ■̂ mwandei*ing Oany;t)S 1 'ffl'aij". They u s u a l l y  go from house to  house w ith  a b eg g in g  bowl and even the p o o r e s t  w i l l  g i v e  them something , so g r e a t  i s  the ©respect in India  f o r  th e s e  seek rs  o f  enokgUtenment.T h is  p a r t i c u l a / 'h o l y  man had s e t  up b*kar l i t t l e  rwafaets^pp t e n t  in one corner of  the bazaai^ and s a t  th ere  a l 1 day c r o s s  -legged f  and as  the people passed by some■to them would drop a p ie  ( l e s s  than a f a r t h i n g  ) in<^ h i s  bowl . But only  f a r t h i n g s  came .Then one day the m ir a c le  happened’ . R i g h t  out o f  the ground v j u s t  in f r o n t  o f  h i s  t e n t  came up slo w ly  , s lo w ly  iJu » ?  a s t a t u e  —  the s t a t u e  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  god ( I  f o r g e t  h i s  name ) So now t h e r e  was g r e a t  ejfcitemend and f e r v o u r  iand the mmey came h o l l e n g  in^as you can w e l l  imagine .T h is  went on f o r  th ree or f o u r  days when suddenly  the h o ly  man disap p eared  , t e n t  , b e g g in g  bowl^god and a l l  . And f o r  why ? becau se he was wanted by the p o l i c e  . What they were on h i s
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t r a c k  f o r  I  never  found out , b u t  i t  was not f o r  the m i r a c l ebut f o r  some n4ih%,r crime a g a i n s t  the law which he had committed.You a re  wondering bow the m ir a c le  took p l a c e  ? W ell  i t  wasq u i t e  simple  yand very  in g e n io u s  j i b  you w i l l  s e e .  Our " s a i n t  " hadcome ny nigh t^and in the ground j u s t  oppos i t e  h i s  t e n t  had: duga L jrg e  h o l e  in t o  which he had p l a c e d  some s o r t  o f  s D h e r l c a l  re ce n t
^  am not  q u i t e  sure o f / t h e  e x a c t  detai£0. ( a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e c r e tno dount ’ he had f U l e d  t h f S p h e r l c a l  underground r e c e D t a c l ew it h  d rie d  g r a i n  . I£e» t h i s  underground sphere i l i e d  with* r a i n  communicated with, the s u r f a c e  through a s o r t  o f  ven t  l i k e  W k x W  cJJL -WOLOa v o lc a n o  . lluariiji Then he poured water down the ven t  in t o  the d r i e d  g r a i nand then p la c e d  the god in the v e n t  . Ae s u i t  the water p e r c o l a t e dmx adown i n t o  the g r a i n  i t  made i t  s w e l l  * And the only  n o in t  o f  e x i t  was throughthe v e n t  the g r a i n  as i t  began t o  s w e l l  w i t h  the m oistu re  g r a d u a l l y  pushed up the i d o l  from bel-ow — and hey p r e s t o l ' — t h e r e  r i s i n g  l i k e  Pejjf&ephone from the. frethey reejion s Qu 1/' l~n~ 1"“ whei1) y ou kraw U6W 17"* W t C *  V u *



I n c i d e n t  which I  t h i n k  i s  worth .T h is  s t o r y  re- ' ~rm entioning  . Ever^moning b e f o r e/  A  0 1
m entioninga v o i c e  s i n g i n g  as i t s  won fry moves a lo n g  o u t s i d e  the Loi. t l  w a l l  of  the R e t r e a t  compound -  s i n g i n g  c h e e r f u l l y  and w ith  jo y  .We o f t e n  used to  wonder who i t  was jnd where the man was

the ho use hold  is  up we hear es a lo n g  o u t s i d e  the
sxdrte ( i t  was a man’ s v o i c e  f i n a l l y  one day Mr S a r a b h a i  t o l d  one o f  h i s  s e r v a n t s  to f i n d  out who was and whare^h^wa s^ g o in g  . I t  appeared i t  was the v o i c e  of  a man who came everyday^from the c i t y  two r t l ^ t O a ^ h l s  pr a y e rs  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  tercple aonw bythe ^ a b a r m a t i  r i v e r  %which i s  not very f a r  from us .^ h i s  r a t h e r  i n t r i g u e d  Mr Sarrabhaljso one day asked one ofh i s  s e r v a n t s  to i n v i t e  the man to  come in  on h i s  way b a c k  .-  which he did . Mr S a r a b h a i  , who i s  alwasy i n t e r e s t e d  in q u e st io n ,  of  r e l i g i o n  , spoke t o  the man and asked him q u e s t io n s  about h i s  b e l i e f s  . I  could not  f o l l o w  a l l  the c o n v e r s io n sKr  s . g a i d .  t h a t  t h i s  devotee was a v ery  sim p le  f e  llov^aw d- a b s o l u t e  ly s i n c e r e .H e  was extrem ely  humble and did not  t h i n k  i t  was a n y t h in g  a t  i l  out o f  the o r l n a r y  to walk f o u r / i l e s  every morning to  and f r o  to  h i s  d e v o tio n s  , s i n g i n g  hymns and p r a yers^mos t  o f  the way * he**s^id* he found I t  a g r e a t  h e l p  (to" do" so)  to h is  In n e r l i f e  b e f o r e  he began h i s  days work .The man had a r e a l l y  b e a u t i f u l  f a c e ; a n d  i f  anyone was r e a l l y  a s a i n t  in t h a t  v i c i n i t y  I  s h l o u l d  ' Say t h a t  he was .He was not  a sc h o l a r  or a p h i lo s o p h e r  nor d id  he pretend to  be anybody in p a r t i c u l a r  , but  I  am sure in theyes of G o d j i e  -  in s p i t e  o f  -  or perhaps j u s t  becau se  of  h i ss l m p l i c i t y a A v e r y  h o ly  i n d i v l u a l  ÿ
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