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AUTHOR'S preface ) w A
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In 1921 , thc”rugh the Instrumentality of Dr Adria Montessorij?

the famous Italian educationist , I was brought in touch with
Mr and Mrs Sarabfeal of Ahemedabad , At that time Mrs Sarabhai was
looking for an English Montessorl tutor for her family , and I
was eager to go to india to study °riental plhilosophy . m .

W/
-"I met the darabhais in Lohdoir and-after discussing

the matter it was arranged that | should follow them back to A
India as soon as was convsn#”".

It was one of the happiest decisions of my‘life ~ a-nd|h
I“rly in 1921 | arrived in Ahmedabad ( and settled down at once
to may work as a family tutor *aiiaiLjujf ‘win? half dozen teachers

rue* who lived Ahmeds
STn a 30 not think | cobid have found more pleasant and
attractive children to work with , not more sympatheic and under-
standing parents
I had left many relations and friends behond in Europe °

and in order to keep in touch with them_”-slnce 1 could not

write to each separately | decided to end round# circular letter

/1 hanr*ompletely forgotten ablaut these letters "« ”™ir
one day - Ktr umL-ufta»?M g when | was rummaging about in
my sister's attic in London | came across a white sheaf of -fU
papers bound together .Turning them over listlessly 1 suddenly
discovered that they were the circular lettrs | had aritten so
may» years before”descrlbing my experiences in India .My mother
- good soul - had rellgious/kept them and before her death had
y

handed them over to my sister

As | read them after that long Interval -*»1 w2 jt






~y\~ A20Aji0 Ail
JALZL_nx3~tiseB—o read a story and Heave it as It wars suspended
in mid air without properly coming to an end .( in so far as it Qjzaa.

have one ) | am *gss”™ grateful to her , also , for editing
this 1© and making the arrangements for its going through the
press.

I should like to take this opportun ‘ty mE*ss**to express
our gratitude to Mr Ravishanker Raval who - from memory - drew
the illustrations for this book . One has only to look at them
to realise that they are the work of a master hand . Mr Raval
is seen , as a young man , along with the other Indian tutors
on page ( bottome left ) .

Since that time Mr Raval has carved out for himself a
distinguished career \ and has become one of the best known
artist in @ujerat - Indeed in the whole of India . He has
odcupled many impoertan postions in the world of India Art , such
as the ~resident of the Arts Society of India , lyember of the
Art AdvisoiyiBoard for theCentral Government -and has himself

Mshe-eha number of im/fbrtant works on India/Art.
Finally we sho[uld like to/Bord our A©Fanks to the
late ~r Maria Montessori .It was she who , in the fisfit place ,
establshed the link between the Srabhai family and myself . This
was 1110 fnr mhnr the neginnlng of a long friendship between the
Sarabhaly family and herself .Afears later Dr Montessori gave one

of her famous six months Internation “raining Courses for ”“eachers

in the Shahibag compound under the auspices of Mrs Saraladevi

Sarabhai

Hol fowe to Mrs Sarabhai 1 courd”™never Tie abrte-
"to say 4 | ca best eft's—this pnfefhce/
Tsu\. - vi/! \AXsV

the Inlfia Editionor her "ECREMKOF Q ~fjQ /x,

CHikQHOOP i ™ gjavaT a~fl*4"Sarahhal— —
I
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ANQy<XIJLA~ ~V CKAMANCxeKji;
-The Ideal Montesaorl Mother

Who has dedicated herself to
The Cause of the WhIlId In India

E Mortimer Standing
March * 66
4831 35th Ave. S.W.

Seatt le * Washington



it seemd almost as if | were reading them for the first time g
0 &4 | got the impression that perhaps they contained matter
which might still be of interest to a iwd'ST’audience

In the first place they gave a fig(t-hand, glimpse into
the seethins* world of oolitic”- in parti.ajlla r\Rsﬁjéo Swaraj tl\\/;br‘\ll'\’/\
Co- ament led by Gandhi ( who himself comes into he picture )
KhtKhxwacaxgisfaiigxfiniixikxfeiiackxfei®« It was a critical epoch -
struggle between the Imperialism of the British Raj and the
new sprit pf independence which, trying to assert itself <®0G>
in fa}ct the twilight of ImperialSubset over against IVJT
an In(l[g';/ln Dawn-—the birth pangs of A new India about to be
born
“econdly 1 realised these letters to a certain degree
reflectedfche coming he”~thwr of two different Weltanshai;gjS*e
( philosphies of life )the oriental and the occi%g\%%_l*s?«
C\ju$) this contrast is anjMfeAah by its very sature ~ of per-
ennial interest
AThirdly - and most urgently - | was desirous
of getting these Ietter;_ printed in order to be able to leave behind
N-B=ssssh AN = A .'rrltwrfani_Mcz;]t-ii monument to the long- friendship which
Vi_as existed for nearly half a century between theSarabhain family
and myse [fA|1-N-mAN —-p-tdrMrt-ary"~gr* wrnTAT1Tgir MBh"Tagrr*~trr*W o

a imififfitll *TreT9e*If >
Anything | think has some value if it helps
to make clear that - in spite of profound differences of heredity
IU-euT™
and tradition - ther- eslsts a deep common bond of humanity

bewteen the Bast and the West
I am most grat.edul too to Bharati Deyl be

{;reqqest she has writ'tap (a chap|ter for this book bringing the
i G v

Ve«

-aPirou-s—membejis_j5f the Sarabhai up to date - for everyone liki
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