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In  1921 , thc^rugh th e  I n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  o f  Dr AHla r i a  M o n t e s s o r i j ^  

t h e  famous I t a l i a n  e d u c a t i o n i s t  , I  was b ro u g h t  in  to u c h  w i t h  

Mr and Mrs Sarabfeal  o f  Ahemedabad , At t h a t  t im e  Mrs S a r a b h a i  was 

l o o k in g  f o r  an E n g l i s h  M o n te s s o r l  t u t o r  f o r  h e r  f a m i l y  , and I

(m .was e a g e r  t o  go t o  i n d i a  t o  s tu d y  ° r i e n t a l  p h i lo s o p h y  .
WV. 1

-"I met t h e  üa ra b h a  i s  in  Lohdoir  a n d -  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g

t h e  m a t t e r  i t  was a r r a n g e d  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  f o l l o w  them b a ck  t o  ^  

I n d i a  a s  soon a s  was c o n v s n # ^ .

I t  was one o f  th e  h a p p i e s t  d e c i s i o n s  of my‘ l i f e  ^  a-nd l h 

l ^ r l y  in 1921 I  a r r i v e d  in  Ahmedabad ( and s e t t l e d  down a t  once 

t o  may work a s  a f a m i ly  t u t o r  * aiiaiLjujf ‘w in ?  h a l f  dozen t e a c h e r s

rue* who l i v e d Ahmeds

STn a 3o n o t  t h i n k  I  c o b id  have found  more p l e a s a n t  and 

a t t r a c t i v e  c h i l d r e n  t o  work w i t h  , n o t  more 3 y m p a th e ic  and u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  p a r e n t s  .

I  had  l e f t  many r e l a t i o n s  and f r i e n d s  behond in  Europe ‘ 

and  in  o r d e r  t o  keep  in  to u c h  w i t h  t h e m _ ^ - s ln c e  I  c o u ld  n o t  

w r i t e  t o  e a c h  s e p a r a t e l y  I  d e c id e d  to  end round# c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r

/ i  h a n r ^ o m p l e t e l y  f o r g o t t e n  ablaut t h e s e  l e t t e r s  ^ « ^ i r

one day -   Kt r    umL-uf t a » ? M g  when I  was rummaging a b o u t  in

my s i s t e r ' s  a t t i c  in  London I  came a c r o s s  a white s h e a f  of  -fU

p a p e r s  bound t o g e t h e r  .T u r n in g  them o v e r  l i s t l e s s l y  I  su d d e n ly

d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  th ey  were  t h e  c i r c u l a r  l e t t r s  I  had a r i t t e n  so

may» y e a r s  b e f o r e ^ d e s c r l b i n g  my e x p e r i e n c e s  in In d i a  .My mother

-  good s o u l  -  had r e l l g i o u s / k e p t  them and b e f o r e  h e r  d e a t h  had
^  yhanded  them o v e r  t o  my s i s t e r  .

As I  r e a d  them a f t e r  t h a t  long  I n t e r v a l  -*»1 ■*•*-** i t





°~ŷ ~  ^2oA jio Ail
J^LZL_nx3^tiseB—t o  re a d  a s t o r y  and Heave i t  a s  I t  wars su spended  

in  mid a i r  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r l y  coming t o  an end . (  in  so f a r  a s  i t  Qjzaa .

hav e  one ) I  am * g ss^  g r a t e f u l  t o  h e r  , a l s o  , f o r  e d i t i n g  

t h i s  1© and making th e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  i t s  g o in g  t h r o u g h  the  

p r e s s .  .

I  s h o u ld  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r tu n  ‘ ty  ■'£**ss**to e x p r e s s  

o u r  g r a t i t u d e  t o  Mr R a v l s h a n k e r  R a v a l  who -  from memory -  drew 

th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  book . One h a s  o n ly  t o  look  a t  them 

to  r e a l i s e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  th e  work o f  a m a s te r  hand . Mr R a v a l  

i s  seen  , a s  a young man , a lo n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n  t u t o r s  

on page ( bot tome l e f t  ) .

S in c e  t h a t  t im e  Mr R a v a l  h a s  c a r v e d  o u t  f o r  h i m s e l f  a 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r  \  and  h as  become one of  t h e  b e s t  known 

a r t i s t  in  @ u je ra t  -  Indeed  in  t h e  whole  of  I n d i a  . He h as  

o d c u p le d  many im p o e r ta n  p o s t i o n s  in  th e  w o r ld  o f  I n d ia  A r t  , su ch  

a s  t h e  ^ r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  A r t s  S o c i e t y  o f  I n d i a  , lyember of th e  

A r t  AdvisoiyiBoard f o r  t h e C e n t r a l  Government - a n d  has  h i m s e l f

M sh e -eh a number of  im / fb r tan t  works on I n d i a / A r t .
[ ^ —

F i n a l l y  we sh o u ld  l i k e  to /B o r d  o u r  ©hanks to  th e

l a t e  ^ r  Maria M o n te s s o r i  . I t  was she  who , in  th e  f i s f i t  p l a c e  ,

e s t a b l s h e d  t h e  l i n k  be tw een  th e  S r a b h a i  f a m i ly  and m y se l f  . T h is

was 1 11 o f n r  mhnr t h e  n e g i n n l n g  of  a long  f r i e n d s h i p  be tw een  th e

S a r a b h a l y  f a m i ly  and h e r s e l f  .Afears l a t e r  Dr M o n te s s o r i  gave  one

of h e r  famous s i x  months I n t e r n a t i o n  ^ r a i n i n g  C o u rse s  f o r  ^ e a c h e r s

in  t h e  S h ah ib ag  compound und e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  Mrs S a r a l a d e v i

S a r a b h a i

Ho1/

"to say  4 I  ca

f o w e  to  Mrs S a r a b h a i  1 cou rd ^ n e v e r  Tie'^abrte-

Tsu-y\. vi/' \f\XsV
b e s t  eft's—th i s  pnfefhc e /

CHikQHOOP ,i
I

th e  In lfia  E d i t i o n o r  her ^ECRE^KOF Q ^ fjQ /x ,

™ gjaVaT a ^fl^4^SarahhaJ— ----
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-The I d e a l  M o n te s a o r l  Mother 
Who h as  d e d ic a t e d  h e r s e l f  t o  
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i t  seemd a lm o s t  a s  i f  I  were r e a d i n g  them f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime q  

0 &&4 I  g o t  t h e  i m p r e s s io n  t h a t  p e rh a p s  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d  m a t t e r  

which m igh t  s t i l l  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  a iwd'ST’ a u d ie n c e  .
'Y

In th e  f i r s t  p l a c e  th e y  gave  a f i s t - h a n d ,  g l im p se  i n t o
•— ' \ps$j-o tV/'trvv

th e  see  thins* w o r ld  o f  o o l i t i c ^ -  in  p a r t í c u l a  r ^ h e  Sw ara j  IVUT^

Co- ament l e d  by Gandhi ( who h i m s e l f  comes i n t o  he p i c t u r e  )
KhtKhxwacaxgisfaiigxfiniixikxfeiiackxfei®« I t  was a c r i t i c a l  epoch  - 

s t r u g g l e  be tw een  th e  I m p e r i a l i s m  of  t h e  B r i t i s h  R a j  and  the  

new s p r i t  p f  in d ep en d en ce  which, t r y i n g  t o  a s s e r t  i t s e l f  < ® o G >  

in  f a c t  t h e  t w i l i g h t  o f  Im p er ia  1 S u b s e t  o v e r  a g a i n s t  1 V̂ oJT
(tOM'

an In id a n  D aw n---- t h e  b i r t h  pangs o f  A new I n d ia  a b o u t  t o  be

b o r n  .

“' e c o n d ly  1 r e a l i s e d  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  to  a c e r t a i n  d e g re e  

r e f l e c t e d f c h e  coming h e ^ t h w r  o f  two d i f f e r e n t  W eltanshai¿g¡S*e 

( p h i l o s p h i e s  of  l i f e  ) t h e  o r i e n t a l  and t h e  o c c i d e n t a l * ? «
CSVU2- S

C\ju$ ) t h i s  c o n t r a s t  i s  anjMfeAah by i t s  v e ry  s a t u r e  ^  o f  p e r -

e n n i a l  i n t e r e s t  .

^ T h i rd ly  -  and most  u r g e n t l y  -  I  was d e s i r o u s

o f  g e t t i n g  t h e s e  l e t t e r z  p r i n t e d  in o r d e r  t o  be a b l e  t o  le a v e  b e h in d
. 1 <9C_ '¿J.

.̂ -B=ssss^ ^ ^ = ^ . rr tw ra iM a t i i  monument t o  th e  long- f r i e n d s h i p  w h ich  

Vi_as e x i s t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  b e tw ee n  t h e S a r a b h a i n  f a m i l y  

and myse l f ^ | I - ^ - m--̂ --p-t4^trt-a r iy"~gr ^ wrnT^T1Tgir,̂ ,̂ Bh^Ta<tr r* ^ t r r^ W o  , 

a im ififfi t 1'1 *TreT’9<e*lf >

A n y th in g  I  t h i n k  h as  some v a lu e  i f  i t  h e l p s

t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  -  in  s p i t e  o f  p ro fo u n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  h e r e d i t y  
lU-euT"’

and t r a d i t i o n  -  t h e r - e s l s t s  a deep common bond of  h u m a n i t y  

bew teen  th e  B a s t  and th e  West .

r
I  am most grat .edu 1 to o  t o  B h a r a t i  Dey I be

\ req u est  she has writ 'tap a chapter  f o r  t h i s  book b r in g in g  the 
\  ;''r .. . .. .-- V • «  , v ( ..: |

- aPirou-s—membejis_j5f the Sarabh a i  up to date -  f o r  everyone l i k i
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