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THE MONTESSORI SOC I ETY

THE OBJECTS STATED In the Articles of Association of the
Montessori Society include:-

1» The spreading and maintenance of the educational methods
created by Dr. Maria Montessori, aiming at developing the self-
reliance and the personality of the child by the use of realistic
individual work and thus to further the interest which society
has in young people; the creation of an atmosphere and an
opportunity for the normal development of young people, so

that youth and adults may work together in harmony for a higher |
and more peaceful civilisation.

2. The spreading of knowledge concerning the physical
intellectual, moral, social and mental development of the
child at home as well as at school and in society.

) c0“°peration with other bodies and organisations which !
fight for Human Eights. .
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Our cover design is taken from the v/ork of a
pupil in the Montessori Department of

St. Christopher School, Letchworth, and is
reproduced by kind permission of the Headmaster.
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Articles and news of interest to our readers will be very
welcome, and should be sent- to: —

The Bulletin Editor,
Arunwood,
Letchworth Lare,
LETCHWOETH, Herts.
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THE BULLET IN-
Editorial

One of the aspects of the child’s work which often seems to
he neglected is the need, for maturation.

The normal sequence of events is first experiences, then living
with them ard building them into the very fabric of one's being,
abstracting the essence from them and relating this
to previous experiences, then comes the ability to use and apply
this knowledge.

Wi ith-the. -small child this is all too clear - we cannot mate
the mistalee of rushing the child; he won't be rushed." If for
instance he still needs; to work with the Golden Bead™ material,
we may be able to force him to 'work abstractly, but we shall find
that, the moment that the pressure ceases so does his work. If
we want him to work spontaneously and with inner satisfaction and
happiness it is very clear that we must first allow him to
complete his cycle of activity with ano(absorbtion from ,the
decimal material.

W ith.'the older child it is much less clear because ,we. can,
much more easily get him to produce work immediately; also
because we may have been dealing with abstractions: the lesson
msy have been a presentation on the effects of volcanoes on
civilizations and it is so easy to expect an immediate flurry
of activity following, up this presentation; this may happen
if the subject happens to. be a familiar one, our lesson
spark off material which was previously inflammable but it may"
equally well be followed by a long period of apparent inactivity
along tills suggested line. | remember giving such a lesson and
a few days later feeling that something serious have been-
amiss because nothitag seemed to be happening - no questions,
no work, nothing. However, | was able to leave the children
free on this particular matter and several weeks later to my
surprise ard great joy someone said "You remember that lesson on
....... that you gave u*? How shall | start wcirk? and n
followed a spate of interest ard work.

We all know how our own state of mind influences what we
notice; if we acquire an Austin 7 we suddenly notice the

m
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nurnber of them on the road; if we buy a pair of gloves we
notice everyone else*s gloves and so on. Having a new
possession which affords us joy, we not only notice other
people’s similar possessions, also we "make friends" with our
own - we get to know all we can about it, examine it minutely,
read about it perhaps; in fact we experience a "sensitive
period" twoards it. It is only after we have gained all the
experiences that we can, have digested and assimilated them
that we can be really intelligent about it, can give out
anything of value and even ask perspicacious questions.

A new possession may be an object like a car or it may
be an intellectual concept. It will take at least as long to
become acquainted with an idea as with a thing. And yet we,
who have become familiar with an idea, so familiar indeed that
through long acquaintance it has become-an established part of
ourselves, a thing that we would as soon question as we would
our right hand, we ,present such an idea to children and expect
them straight away to produce work about it. This is the
difficulty —they; can in fact do so but it m il be work based
on previous work rather than intelligent work founded on real
understanding; true they will ask questions, but such as

they could, answer themselves Using a reference book, they are
not the penetrative questions of the mind:that has thought
calmly and reflectively in unhurried peace. This leads us to

perhaps the greatest difficulty of all.

Vie have to live in and adapt to a world of haste, of quick
reactions, we need the ability to head and write quickly, to
figure fast, to make snap decisions yet we all have to live
in and.with timeless realities which cannot be dealt with in
this trivial manner by and from t he stand point of what has
been called the Lower Mind. Vie can only use or allow to
function the Higher Mind and Intuition in calmness. One of
my fields of activity has been choir training and one of the
things which | noticed early on in this gaWeiebb and flow, of
give and take betvreen choir and trainer (and one that I still
find difficult to apply’) is that while it may be necessary.......
to be sharp or even fierce with an offender against the discipline
of the group, for a choir like a games team depends above all
on the utmost awareness and co-operation between its members,
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it Is absolutely essential that the fierceness is confined
to the offender and the offence, that it is a mask donned

for a moment and then dropped. So. | believe it must be

with school: that we take up the need for the quick
reasoning and immediate answers (the mental arithmetic

style) and when we have finished our quota of this we drop it
and let calm thoughtful work proceed. Thus we shall enable
our children to plumb the depths of their resources.

STUDY COKFERB3AMCE ON MUSIC ATP LANGUAGCE 1961

This.year's study conference which | was fortunate-enough
to be able to attend was held at Bergamo, Italy; where -we were
palatially housed and our needs most pleasantly attended to by
the nuns of .the Convent of the Sacred Heart of Jesu.

Mr.. Montessori was the principal lecturer on language.
He directed a very clear and interesting exposition covering
the theory fend psychological approach and the various techniques
froifi learning the symbols for the sounds to the study of style;
from. the function of words to sentence analysis.

Miss Pini (Headm&Lstress of a Montessori school in Rome)
gave us a most satisfying series- of lectures ranging from the
sensorial use of the bells to the collection by the.child of
tunes that he has -written down; from the beginning of singing
to the end product of Walking on the Line: free, improvisation.

Besides work we were well entertained, Countess «¢rV.rdioi,
President of. the local Montessori Association received us at her
gracious country home;, the Mayor of Bergaj®p welcomed us and
shewed us their very interesting council chamber; we saw
Mrs. Honegger's-Montessori School in Bergamo, and the excellent
work of her pupils, we were taken to see buildings of historical
and architectural interest in Bergasno Old City, and perhaps the
most enjoyable excursion was a coast.trip to the mountains for
a picnic among most wonderful scenery. This was foHewed by a
drive down thrilling passes to the beautiful lake far oelow for
a very ewgeyatele swim.

Robin Keefe



Reprint from Montessori Notes - May 1933 ~

INTRODUCTION : TO "PSYCEO-GEOMETHI [j..... y.... by MARIA MOMTESSORI

It is with the IMPARTING. OP INFORMATION that, education has
hitherto busied itself. It is therefore with considerations
of a purely psychological character that the child mi,nd has
been approached.

No heed was given to any knowledge a child might already
possess...'he was supposed to arrive at school with his mind
empty. Now it is, of course, true that'effiptrical~'knowledge,
such as may be acquired in a casual and unmethodical way, has
not much real value in .the formation of a cultured...that is
of a logically cultured mind. This holds good in all forms
of culture. .Vie well know, for instance, that a piano teacher
will think it a great pity that a pupil should have started
playing untaught, so that Ms first lessons consist in getting
rid of faults. .After that he will proceed in a logical way,
starting with,:tho notes and so.on.

The saine thing takes place in a different sphere, such
as geometry or arithmetic. Teachers will begin with lines
or angLes in the one- case,with numbers in the other. .-And
they ask THEMSELVES first, which-is the -easiest thing to
understand?..... for it is. with that their teaching will
start.. | remember the discussions of certain eminent professors
in a congress, of mathematics who. were.trying to decide ishether
the easier thing was to count number's as they came ...cardinal
e...0r in their reciprocal relationship ... ordinal.

Mien these-teachers had arrived through logical discussion
at the right way of proceeding in the imparting of knowledge...
why." only the actual teaching remained; they had -to get the

easiest, thing understood ... stringing onto it in succession
thé rest in order of difficulty ... passing from the Icnowito the
unknown. -

Later discussion relates specially to the teaching of -
geometry and arithmetic, where we have to ,do abstractions-.- .
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The mind has, here, to start with real things, and then continue
in a purely logical field. WVery good. But lines and number....
the initial difficulties... are themselves abstract and symbolical.
This being a difficulty for the child's comprehension, we have

had recourse in the first elementary classes to such material
representations as may offer to the senses:—

Quantities i-n their relation to numbers;
and Complete forms in their relation to geometry.

The chief concern of teachers is, of course, this: to
get the child's mind to pass on rapidly to-abstractions; other-
wise the "whole point of teaching would have been missed.. .which is,
above all, the leading of the mind of the learner up into.the
realms of abstract'thought.

The path to be followed rests entirely with the teacher.
He is the arbitrator as to what is easy, what difficulty, and
what is to be taught, and how. And when he has passed from
the easy and concrete, to abstract combinations of numbers and
signs, he is persuaded that he has penetrated the child s
intelligence and made himself its guide.

But how often the teacher deceives himself, for it is the
rarest bf things that HE should be able to enter into the mind
of the CHILD. What happens most frequently is that tine efforts”
of the teacher are rendered futile by the. fact of his not managing
to enlist the interest of the learner.

The-abstraction the child is supposed to have achieved is
nearly always the forced.response of a purely mnemonic facul vy,
elicited by torture. "Difficulty” "obstacle” "stumbling
block"... these words really testify to a-most pitiable failure
occurring upon the very first steps of the ascent of culture...
the teaching of elementary mathematics. It is by no|jin H
of difficulties in their logical succession that tnc aggreg
of problems which present themselves to educators arc °aPfr-e’
of solution. The act of learning depends upon one
and it is an essential H H the learner's desire to learn and
his attention... in short, his interest. The J-“"pensabl”
condition for success is that his mind should bo at work, all
that bores, discourages, interrupts this psychic activi y



and builds a barrier that no mere logical perfection of the
teaching art can ever surmount.

It is the ascertaining-what are the necessary conditions
for the development of the learnerls spontaneous activities that
me must aim at; the art of awakening enthusiasm, of evoicing joy
in work. The real psychological key here is just interest.....
interest the impeller to spontaneous activity.

To illustrate the fact that comprehension... even the
clearest possible understanding...may exist without any
practical result ensuing. | “Till tell a story told me by a
child. ., A foreigner who was but slightly acquainted with the
language of the country was accosted by a beggar. The foreigner
who was rich but miserly, listened to the beggar*s efforts to
make himself understood, and it was a long tryae before he could
grasp his meaning. lien he did he was silent awhile, and then
said: "l understand, | understand, but I give nothing.”

The .efforts made by the petitioner had had no. practical

result; in spite of the admirable clearness and persistence
of his exposition he had failed. |In the matter between, teacher
and taught 'we have something similar. Ineffective and fleeting

is all that the child merely'UNDERSTANDS. H e may understand a
quantity of things; his head may be stuffed to bursting with
a chaotic mass of things he has understood; and yet, and yet*
nothing may have happened to stir his active ego into life,
nothing been done to set free the constructive energies of
interest and enthusiasm. .Nothing can be assimilated without
effort, we grant; but at the heart of effort, effort, bearing

its fruit in work, in study, in learning ..... lies interest.
To the discussions so. often called forth about interest and
effort, I will not here recur; they have been classed as

contradictory aspects of the.same thing, and many have said
that in education we have to choose between the two. In their
view INTEREST refers to what we like doing, and EXPORT to what
we dislike. But effort is the bringing into action of the |,
individual's entire energy, and this happens only where interest
is felt. Man is no machine..-, he acts inspired by interests...
generosity... enthusiasm; and he will then throw himself with
all his life, strength, and activity into this effort... even if
it is irksome.
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AN EDUCATOR THO SUCCEEDS IN EVOKING INTEREST... INTEREST
LEADING TO CHOICE- OP SOVE ACTION, AND THE CARRYING OUT OP IT
WITH THE WHOLE ENERGY OF THE CHOOSER, ALL HIS CONSTRUCTIVE
ENTHUSIASM... SUCH AN EDUCATOR HAS AWAKENED A MAN TO LIRE.
HE HAS COME INTO CONTACT TILTH THAT ."BREATH OP.LIFE" OP
7CIICH THE BIBLE STEAKS... THE TRANSFOMALKIG BREATH .HICK
MAKES A LIVING MAN OUT OP A THING OP CLAY.

Undreamt of forces reveal themselves very often, in one
whose interest has been'evoked. The child spurred on by.
interest will display powers latent till-then, or never
guessed at,

It is this new aspect of childhood as affected by interest
which is perforce making a change in the- old psychology;: a far
more living sphere of action is being laid open to educational
methods.

Not that .the old ideas are fallaciousJ...they were quite
consistent with the preconceived ideas of the adult. But new
principles are bound to arise in education when the child
comes to be considered as the axis round which all has to turn,
and when it is his choice which is to guide us, rather than
processes of reasoning logically' pursued by professors.

*~0—0—6~0-0-0 0-0—-000-00-0—



ADTERTISEMENTS IN "THE BULLETIN"

All advertisements have' now appeared
rather more times than arranged in the original
contract and are due for revision.

Miss Goodall, The Dell School, Woking,
tfw | TiXattid-he pleased to receive details from
intending advertisers as soon as possible.

—6-0—6-0-0—6-0—98-0-0—

;The Editor wishes to apologise for the paucity
«of this issue: he has not only had a very busy
term but has had very few articles submitted.
He also wants to take this- opportunity of
pointing out that he finds it very much easier
to use articles (or correspondence) already
written than to follow up and act on other
people's grand ideas - he finds no difficulty
in dreaming up plenty of his ownj

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

—9-9-0-0-0-0-0—60-0—6—
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Cycle ofWork and Moral Education

Many defects of Children , hare their origin in thii growing age through the

laws of life# and a great many of these defects disappear when we allow than to

follow these laws*
And then *
In this cycle of Work we ean find the beginning of «arai and
religious education# in this eeneef *

That it prepares the individuai to receive them

ft pute him in order with regaid to the fundamental neede of hie

life which could not he corrected ty other «cane*



ajuLAn .
J *AQH. |
nro1 K H -
£) AJLrO
C3w'ir A" UA | y"um
. L R v
N 4 N -V N
>
7i> O—'— | ; gi (C)/IA  TVANA_"SA
EXA ij A
">Me® I - AUANK x-M* 9
HHPfII ettt /M
tAi'C r"A-= AA~AC S AN 4 N

B fl I C f - < n< amany
H ? H |
A 111 M

« *# .8 ® ow > | ;o

—-i-t CIA"



Work...and Activity

That work »say ho restful way surprise us%hut we should not wonder atit«
Wb see In Mature animals that are always active.

The taw

Everybody rests when he is working according to the law of his nature*

Ifws of Work and Katlgue

A# we are created to work inactivity Is tiring* What is tiring is the work
dene outside the laws of nature*

Inactivity ie just as far frow giving us rest as the wrong kind of work*
Inactivity tires most of all Prisoners*
Why this Kind of Work is Peatful *

(1) This Cycle must he complete without Tnteruption - This is very evident
It ie an impulse which curves along art we cannot halve it » Simile of Jump
The person who makes an Impulse to jump makes a definite total impulse* It
must be all or nothing & You cannot stop half way*

(2) The Child reveals that he needs a special form of work with this great
concentration of attention.

(3) He needs some great interest and to concentrate his energies around it.
This is what Informs and rests us at the same time*
Culture and Spontanuitv
So what we need ie not a Hew Programme» 4 New Curriculum# scheme of studies bu
letting them find thst interest in which they can»
1) Concentrate
2) After Meditate.
This Medltion Stage Contd,
Many defects are taken away * because many of the defects in Children

represent defects of life* Almost call them a diseases as the child does not

follow the pych laws of health.



Work and Activity

That work may be restful may surprise usj but we should not wonder atf£t.

Everybody rests when he is working according to the law of his nature.-

done outside the laws of nature.

nactivity is just as far from giving us rest as the wrong kind of work.

(i) This Cycle must be complete without Interuption - This is very evident
It is an impulse which curves along ant we cannot halve it - Simile of Jump
The person who makes an impulse to jump makes a definite total impulse. It
must be all or nothing - You cannot stop half way.
(2) The Child reveals that he needs a special form of work with this great
concentration of attention.
(3) He needs some great interest and to concentrate his energies around it.
This is what informs and rests us at the same time.
Culture and Spontanuitv
So what we need is not a New Programme, A New Curriculum, scheme of studies bu
letting them find thst interest in which they can,

i) Concentrate

L6 After Meditate.
This Medition Stage Contd.

Many defects are taken away - because many of the defects in Children

represent defects of life. Almost call them a diseases as the child does not

follow the pych laws of health.
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Cycle ofWork and Moral Education
Many defects of Children , have their origin in thid growing age through the
laws of life, and a great many of these defects disappear when we alloy? them to
follow these laws.
And then -
In this cycle of Work we can find the beginning of moral and
religious education, in this sense;
That it prepares the individual to receive them
It puts him in order with regadd to the fundamental needs of his

life which could not he corrected by other means.
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