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q u a r t e r l y

of  t he  :

M O N T E S S O R I

A U T U M N

1 9  6 1

P u b lis h e d  by  th e :

M o n te sso ri S o c ie ty  
1 , P a rk  C re s c e n t ,

B U L L E T  I N

S 0  C I E  T Y

London, W. 1»



T H E  M O N T E S S O R I  S O C  I  E T Y

THE OBJECTS STATED I n  th e  A r t i c l e s  o f  A ss o c ia t io n  o f  th e  
M o n te sso ri S o c ie ty  in c lu d e : -

1» The sp re a d in g  and m ain tenance o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l  m ethods 
c r e a te d  by D r. M aria  M o n te s so ri, a im ing  a t  d e v e lo p in g  th e  s e l f -  
r e l i a n c e  and th e  p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  th e  c h i ld  by th e  u se  o f  r e a l i s t i c  
in d iv id u a l  work and th u s  to  f u r t h e r  th e  i n t e r e s t  w hich s o c ie ty  
h a s  i n  young p e o p le ; th e  c r e a t io n  o f  an  atm osphere and an 
o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  norm al developm ent o f  young p e o p le , so 
t h a t  y o u th  and a d u l t s  may work to g e th e r  i n  harmony f o r  a  h ig h e r  | 
and more p e a c e fu l c i v i l i s a t i o n .

2 . The sp re a d in g  o f  knowledge co n c e rn in g  th e  p h y s ic a l  
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  m o ra l, s o c ia l  and m e n ta l developm ent o f  th e  
c h i ld  a t  home as  w e ll  a s  a t  sch o o l and i n  s o c ie ty .

c 0“ ° p e r a t io n  w ith  o th e r  b o d ie s  and o rg a n is a t io n s  w hich ! 
f i g h t  f o r  Human E ig h ts .  •

—O —O—O—O—O —O— 0—0—0—0—

Our c o v e r  d e s ig n  i s  ta k e n  from  th e  v/ork o f  a  
p u p i l  i n  th e  M o n te sso ri D epartm ent o f  
S t .  C h r is to p h e r  S ch o o l, L e tch w o rth , and i s  
rep ro d u ced  by k in d  p e rm is s io n  o f  th e  H eadm aster.

—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—o—

A r t i c l e s  and news o f  i n t e r e s t  to  
welcome, and shou ld  b e  sent- to :  —

our r e a d e r s  w i l l  be v e ry

The B u l l e t i n  E d i to r ,  
Arunwood,
L etchw orth  L a re , 
LETCHWOETH, H e r ts .

0—0—0—0—0 -0 -0 —0—0—0—0—



THE MONTEBSORI SOCIETY IN ENGLAND

1, Parle C re s c e n t, W. 1.

T e l :  MJSeum. 7425

P r e s id e n t :

/D r .  J .  Ew art Smart 

V ice  P r e s id e n ts :
C.A. C la rem on t, E s q . ,  H .Lyn H a r r i s ,  E sq .:,  P r o f .J .A .  Lauw erys, 

H.A.T. Simmonds, E s q . ,  M rs. P . W allbank

Charim an Exec.Comm. & C o u n c il: 
Hon. T re a s u re r :
Hon. S e c re ta ry :
Hon. M embership Sec:
Hon. L i t e r a t u r e  Sec:
Hon. M inu ting  Sec:

/H . Lyn H a r r i s ,  E sq. 
y ^ i s s  E . Gutch 
•/Mrs. E.A. Hood 
-/M rs. U. S u t c l i f f e  
/M rs . B. I rw in  
/M is s  D. C a rr .

/L ad y  B a z le y ,
M iss C. Morgan,
M rs. E . S t a f f ,
M iss R .L . W oodford.

C o u n c il:

,s B, G oo d a ll, 
Mrs* L. B la d e s , 
Mrs.- P . G ree ton ,

M.M.T.O. C ourse O rg a n ise r :

R.H. G oldsborough, E sq. 
D.H.' V ellem an, E s q . ,  
M iss , L.K. - R ow ell,

M iss M .I. Dwyer

B u l l e t i n  E d i to r :  
B u l l e t in ;  Comm ittee: 
A d v e rtisem en ts :

R .P .J .  K eefe , E sq. 
D r. R. A. Went’w orth  
M iss B.: G oodall.

T e c h n ic a l Com m ittee: •

C.A. C la rem ont, E s q . ,  Lady B a z le y , M rs. P . C larem ont 
M iss ÌL I . Dwyer, M other I s a b e l-E u g e n ie ,  M iss N.V. Goddard, 
R.H. G oldsborough, E s q . ,  M rs. P . W allbank.

/E le c t e d  o r  e x - o f f i c io  iiembers o f  E x e c u tiv e  Committee

R ev ised  J u ly ,  19^0. P re v io u s  in fo rm a tio n  c a n c e l le d .



C O N T E N T S

E d i t o r i a l  1 

S tudy  C onference on  M usic and Language 3 

I n t r o d u c t io n  to  Psycho-Geome t r y  4  

A d v e rtisem en ts '"  . 8 

E d i to r s  N ote 8

-o —o—o-o—

The B u l l e t i n ,  th e  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t io n  o f  
th e  M o n te sso ri S o c ie ty ,  i s  i s s u e d  q u a r te r ly  

..to Members j f r e e - o f  ch arge  end p o s t  f r e e ,
" I t  - i s  a v a i la b le  to  non-Members a t  a charg e  
o f  one s h i l l i n g  p e r  copy (p lu s  p o s ta g e )  o r  
f iv e  s h i l l i n g s  p e r  annum ( p o s t  f r e e ) ,

—o—o—o—o—

A L i te r a t u r e  C a ta logue  may be o b ta in e d  from  
th e  H onorary  L i t e r a t u r e  S e c r e ta r y ,  1 , P a rk  
C re s c e n t ,  vTijl*, on  r e c e ip t  o f  a  stam ped (2d ) 
and ad d re ssed  fo o ls c a p  en v e lo p e . I t  c o n ta in s  
a  b r i e f  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  each  p u b l ic a t io n ,

—o—o—o -o -



T H E B U L L E T  I N-

E d i t o r i a l

One o f  t h e  a s p e c ts  o f  the  c h i ld ’ s w ork w hich o f te n  seems to  
he  n e g le c te d  i s  th e  need, f o r  m a tu ra tio n .

The norm al sequence o f ev e n ts  i s  f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  th e n  l i v in g  
w ith  them ard  b u i ld in g  them  in to  th e  v e ry  f a b r i c  o f  o n e 's  b e in g , 
a b s t r a c t in g  th e  e s se n c e  from  them and r e l a t i n g  t h i s
to  p re v io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  th e n  comes th e  a b i l i t y  to  u se  and ap p ly  
t h i s  know ledge.

W ith-the. -sm all c h i ld  t h i s  i s  a l l  to o  c l e a r  -  we can n o t mate 
th e  m is t alee o f ru s h in g  th e  c h i ld ;  he w o n 't be rushed.' I f  f o r  
in s ta n c e  he s t i l l  needs; t o  w ork w ith  th e  G olden Bead^ m a te r ia l ,  
we may b e  ab le  to  fo rc e  him  to  'work a b s t r a c t l y ,  b u t  we s h a l l  f in d  
th a t ,  th e  moment t h a t  th e  p re s s u re  c e a s e s  so does h i s  work. I f  
we want him  to  w ork sp o n ta n e o u s ly  and w ith  in n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 
h a p p in e ss  i t  i s  v e ry  c l e a r  t h a t  we must f i r s t  a llo w  him  to  
com plete  h i s  c y c le  o f a c t i v i t y  w ith  ano(absorb tion  fro m ,th e  
dec im al m a te r ia l .

W ith .'the  o ld e r  c h i ld  i t  i s  much l e s s  c l e a r  b ecause  , we. c an , 
much more e a s i l y  g e t  him  to  produce w ork im m ed ia te ly ; a ls o  
because  we may have b een  d e a l in g  w ith  a b s t r a c t io n s :  th e  le s s o n  
msy have b e e n  a p r e s e n ta t io n  on th e  e f f e c t s  o f v o lc an o es  on 
c i v i l i z a t i o n s  and i t  i s  so e a sy  to  e x p e c t an  im m ediate f l u r r y  
o f  a c t i v i t y  fo llo w in g , up t h i s  p r e s e n ta t io n ;  t h i s  may happen 
i f  th e  s u b je c t  happens to . be a f a m i l ia r  o n e , ou r le s s o n  
sp a rk  off m a te r ia l  w hich was p re v io u s ly  inflam m able bu t i t  may^ 
e q u a l ly  w e ll be fo llo w ed  by  a lo n g  p e r io d  o f  a p p a re n t i n a c t i v i t y  
a lo n g  t i l l s  su g g es ted  l i n e .  I  remember g iv in g  such a  l e s s o n  and  
a  few days l a t e r  f e e l in g  t h a t  som eth ing  s e r io u s  have been-
am iss b ecau se  nothitag seemed to  be happen ing  -  no q u e s t io n s ,  
no w ork, n o th in g . However, I  was a b le  t o  le a v e  th e  c h i ld r e n  
f r e e  on  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m a tte r  and s e v e r a l  weeks l a t e r  to  my 
s u r p r is e  ard  g r e a t  jo y  someone s a id  "You remember th a t  l e s s o n  on 
. . . . . . . t h a t  you gave u^? How s h a l l  I  s t a r t  wcirk? and n
fo llo w ed  a s p a te  o f  i n t e r e s t  ard  work.

We a l l  know how our own s t a t e  o f  mind in f lu e n c e s  w hat we 
n o t ic e ;  i f  we a c q u ire  an  A u s t in  7 we sudden ly  n o tic e  th e

m
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nurnber o f  them  on  th e  ro a d ; i f  we buy a  p a i r  o f  g lo v e s  we 
n o t ic e  everyone e l s e * s  g lo v e s  and so  on. H aving a  new 
p o s s e s s io n  which a f f o r d s  u s  jo y ,  we not o n ly  n o tic e  o th e r  
p e o p le ’ s s im i la r  p o s s e s s io n s ,  a l s o  we "make f r ie n d s "  w ith  ou r 
own -  we g e t to  know a l l  we c a n  ab o u t i t ,  exam ine i t  m in u te ly , 
r e a d  abou t i t  p e rh a p s ; i n  f a c t  we e x p e r ie n c e  a  " s e n s i t iv e  
p e r io d "  tw oards i t .  I t  i s  o n ly  a f t e r  we have g a in ed  a l l  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  t h a t  we c a n , have d ig e s te d  and a s s im i la te d  them  
th a t  we can  be r e a l l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  abou t i t ,  can  g iv e  ou t 
a n y th in g  o f  v a lu e  and ev en  a s k  p e r s p ic a c io u s  q u e s tio n s .

A new p o s s e s s io n  may be  a n  o b je c t  l i k e  a  c a r  o r  i t  may 
be an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  co n ce p t. I t  w i l l  ta k e  a t  l e a s t  as  lo n g  to  
become a c q u a in te d  w ith  an  id e a  a s  w ith  a  th in g .  And y e t  we, 
who have become f a m i l i a r  w ith  an  id e a ,  so  f a m i l i a r  in d e ed  th a t  
th ro u g h  lo n g  a c q u a in ta n c e  i t  h a s  becom e-an e s ta b l i s h e d  p a r t  o f  
o u r s e lv e s ,  a  th in g  th a t  we would a s  soon q u e s t io n  as  we would 
o u r r i g h t  hand , we ,p re s e n t  such  an  id e a  to  c h i ld r e n  an d  e x p e c t 
them  s t r a i g h t  away t o  produce work abou t i t .  T h is  i s  th e  
d i f f i c u l t y  — they; ca n  i n  f a c t  do so b u t i t  m i l  be w ork based  
on p re v io u s  work r a t h e r  th a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  w ork founded on  r e a l  
u n d e rs ta n d in g ; t r u e  th e y  w i l l  a sk  q u e s t io n s ,  b u t such  a s  
th e y  could , answ er th em se lv es  U sing  a r e f e r e n c e  book , th e y  a re  
no t th e  p e n e t r a t iv e  q u e s t io n s  o f  th e  m ind: t h a t  h a s  th o u g h t 
c a lm ly  and r e f l e c t i v e l y  i n  u n h u rr ie d  p eace . T h is  le a d s  u s  to  
p erh ap s  th e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a l l .

Vie have to  l i v e  i n  and ad ap t t o  a  w orld  o f h a s t e ,  o f  q u ic k  
r e a c t io n s ,  we need th e  a b i l i t y  to  head  and w r i te  q u ic k ly , to  
f ig u r e  f a s t ,  t o  make snap d e c is io n s  y e t  we a l l  have to  l i v e  
i n  and. w ith  t im e le s s  r e a l i t i e s  w hich  can n o t be d e a l t  w ith  i n  
t h i s  t r i v i a l  manner by and from  t  he s ta n d  p o in t  o f  w hat h as  
b e e n  c a l le d  th e  Lower Mind. Vie c a n  o n ly  u se  o r a llo w  to  
f u n c t io n  th e  H ig h er Mind and I n t u i t i o n  i n  ca lm n ess . One o f  
my f i e l d s  o f  a c t i v i t y  has  b een  c h o i r  t r a i n in g  and one o f  th e  
th in g s  which I  n o tic e d  e a r ly  on i n  t h i s  gaWeiebb and flo w , o f  
g iv e  and ta k e  betvreen c h o i r  and t r a i n e r  (an d  one th a t  I  s t i l l
f in d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p ly ’. ) i s  t h a t  w h ile  i t  may be  n e c e s s a ry ..........
to  be sh a rp  o r  ev en  f i e r c e  w ith  a n  o f fe n d e r  a g a in s t  th e  d i s c i p l in e  
o f  th e  g ro u p , f o r  a c h o i r  l i k e  a  games team  depends above a l l  
on th e  u tm ost aw areness and c o - o p e r a t io n  betw een  i t s  members,
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i t  I s  a b s o lu te ly  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  th e  f ie r c e n e s s  i s  c o n fin e d  
t o  th e  offender and th e  o f fe n c e ,  th a t  i t  i s  a  mask donned 
f o r  a  moment and th e n  dropped . So. I  b e l ie v e  i t  m ust be 
w ith  sch o o l: t h a t  we tak e  up  th e  need f o r  th e  q u ic k  
re a s o n in g  and im m ediate answ ers ( th e  m e n ta l a r i th m e t ic  
s ty le )  and when we have f in i s h e d  our q u o ta  o f  t h i s  we drop  i t  
and l e t  ca lm  th o u g h t fu l  work p ro cee d . Thus we s h a l l  en ab le  
o u r  c h i ld r e n  to  plumb th e  d e p th s  o f  t h e i r  re s o u rc e s .

STUDY C0KFERB3MCE ON MUSIC ATP LANGUAGE 1961

T h i s .y e a r 's  s tu d y  c o n fe re n c e  w hich  I  was fo r tu n a te -e n o u g h  
to  be a b le  t o  a t te n d  was h e ld  a t  Bergam o, I t a l y ;  where -we were 
p a l a t i a l l y  housed and o u r  needs most p le a s a n t ly  a t te n d e d  to  by 
th e  nuns o f  .th e  Convent o f  th e  S acred  H e a rt o f  J e su .

Mr.. M o n te sso ri was th e  p r in c i p a l  l e c t u r e r  on lan g u ag e . . 
He d i r e c te d  a  v e ry  c l e a r  and i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p o s i t io n  c o v e rin g  
th e  th e o ry  fend p s y c h o lo g ic a l approach  and th e  v a r io u s  te c h n iq u e s  
froifi l e a r n in g  th e  symbols f o r  th e  sounds t o  th e  s tu d y  o f  s t y l e ;  
frbm. th e  fu n c t io n  o f  w ords to  se n ten c e  a n a ly s i s .

M iss P in i  (Headm&Lstress o f  a M o n te sso ri sch o o l i n  Rome) 
gave us a  m ost s a t i s f y i n g  s e r ie s -  o f  l e c tu r e s  ra n g in g  from  th e  
s e n s o r ia l  u se  o f  th e  b e l l s  to  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  by th e . c h i ld  o f  
tu n e s  t h a t  he h a s  -w ritten  down; from  th e  b eg in n in g  o f s in g in g  
to  th e  end p ro d u c t o f  W alking on  th e  L in e : free, im p ro v is a tio n .

B e s id e s  w ork we w ere w e ll  e n t e r t a i n e d ,  C oun tess « ¿ rV ^ rd io i,  
P r e s id e n t  of. th e  l o c a l  M o n tesso ri A s s o c ia t io n  r e c e iv e d  u s  a t  h e r  
g ra c io u s  c o u n try  home;, th e  Mayor o f  Bergaj^p welcomed u s  and 
shewed u s  t h e i r  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o u n c i l  cham ber; we saw 
M rs. H onegger' s -M o n te sso ri S choo l i n  Bergamo, and th e  e x c e l le n t  
work o f  h e r  p u p i l s ,  we w ere ta k e n  to  see b u i ld in g s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Bergasno Old C i ty ,  and p erh ap s  th e  
most e n jo y a b le  e x c u rs io n  was a c o a s t . t r i p  t o  th e  m oun ta in s  f o r  
a  p ic n ic  among most w o n d erfu l s c e n e ry . T h is  was foH ew ed  by a  
d r iv e  down t h r i l l i n g  p a s s e s  to  th e  b e a u t i f u l  la k e  f a r  oelow f o r  
a  v e ry  ewgeyatele swim.

R ob in  K eefe



R e p r in t  from  M o n te sso ri N o tes -  May 1933 ~

INTRODUCTION : TO : "PSYCEO-GEOMETHÏ | j . . . . . , . . . .  by MARIA MOMTESSORI

I t  i s  w ith  th e  IMPARTING. OP INFORMATION th a t ,  e d u c a tio n  h as  
h i t h e r t o  b u s ie d  i t s e l f .  I t  i s  th e r e f o r e  w ith  c o n s id e ra t io n s  
o f  a  p u re ly  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  c h a r a c te r  t h a t  th e  c h i ld  mi,nd h as  
b een  approached . .

No heed  was g iv e n  to  any knowledge a  c h i ld  m ight a l re a d y  
p o s s e s s . . . 'h e  was supposed to  a r r iv e  a t  s c h o o l w ith  h i s  mind 
em pty. Now i t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e , t r u e  t h a t ' effip±rical~'know ledge, 
such as may be  a c q u ire d  i n  a c a s u a l  and un m eth o d ica l way, h as  
not much r e a l  v a lu e  i n  .the fo rm a tio n  o f  a  c u l tu r e d . . . t h a t  i s  
o f  a  l o g i c a l l y  c u l tu r e d  m ind. T h is  h o ld s  good i n  a l l  form s 
o f  c u l tu r e .  . Vie w e ll  know, f o r  in s ta n c e ,  t h a t  a  p ian o  te a c h e r  
w i l l  th in k  i t  a  g r e a t  p i t y  t h a t  a p u p i l  shou ld  have s t a r t e d  
p la y in g  u n ta u g h t,  so th a t  M s  f i r s t  le s s o n s  c o n s i s t  i n  g e t t i n g  
r i d  o f  f a u l t s .  .A f te r  t h a t  he w i l l  p roceed  i n  a lo g i c a l  way, 
s t a r t i n g  w ith ,:th o  n o te s  and so  . on.

The saine th in g  ta k e s  p la c e  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  sp h e re , such 
a s  geom etry o r  a r i th m e t ic .  T ea ch e rs  w i l l  b e g in  w ith  l i n e s  
o r  angLes i n  th e  one- c a s e ,w i th  numbers i n  th e  o th e r .  .-And 
th e y  a sk  THEMSELVES f i r s t ,  w h ic h - is  th e  -e a s ie s t  th in g  to  
u n d e r s t a n d ? . . . . .  f o r  i t  i s .  w ith  th a t  t h e i r  te a c h in g  w i l l  . 
s t a r t . . I  remember th e  d is c u s s io n s  o f  c e r t a i n  em inent p ro fe s s o rs  
i n  a  c o n g re ss , o f  m athem atics  who. w e re . t r y in g  to  dec id e  ish e th er 
th e  e a s i e r  th in g  was to  co u n t number's a s  th e y  came . . . c a r d i n a l  

• . . . o r  i n  t h e i r  r e c ip r o c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  . . .  o r d in a l .

M ien th e s e - t e a c h e r s  had a r r iv e d  th ro u g h  lo g i c a l  d is c u s s io n  
a t  th e  r i g h t  way o f  p ro c e e d in g  i n  th e  im p a r tin g  o f  k n o w led g e ... 
why.' o n ly  th e  a c tu a l  te a c h in g  rem ained ; th e y  had - to  g e t th e  
e a s i e s t ,  t h in g  u n d e rs to o d  . . .  s t r in g in g  o n t o  i t  i n  s u c c e s s io n  
th é  r e s t  i n  o rd e r  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  . . .  p a s s in g  from  th e  lcnowito th e  
unknown. -

L a te r  d is c u s s io n  r e l a t e s  s p e c ia l ly  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f  •. 
geom etry and a r i th m e t ic ,  w here we have to  ,do a b s tra c tio n s - .-  .
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ì l

The mind h a s ,  h e r e ,  to  s t a r t  w ith  r e a l  th in g s ,  and th e n  c o n tin u e  
i n  a  p u re ly  lo g i c a l  f i e l d .  V ery good. B u t l i n e s  and num ber.. . .  
th e  i n i t i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s . . .  a re  th em se lv es  a b s t r a c t  and sy m b o lica l. 
T h is  b e in g  a d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  th e  c h i l d 's  com prehension , we have 
had re c o u rs e  i n  th e  f i r s t  e lem en ta ry  c l a s s e s  to  such  m a te r ia l  
r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  a s  may o f f e r  to  th e  s e n s e s :  —

Q u a n t i t ie s  i-n t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  numbers; 
and Com plete form s i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  to  geom etry .

The c h i e f  c o n c e rn  o f  te a c h e r s  i s ,  o f c o u rs e ,  t h i s :  to  
g e t th e  c h i l d 's  mind to  p a ss  on r a p id ly  t o - a b s t r a c t i o n s ;  o th e r ­
w ise th e  "whole p o in t  o f  te a c h in g  would have been  m is s e d .. .w h ich  i s ,  
above a l l ,  th e  le a d in g  o f th e  mind o f  th e  l e a r n e r  up in t o . t h e  
rea lm s o f  a b s t r a c t 't h o u g h t .

The p a th  to  be fo llo w ed  r e s t s  e n t i r e l y  w ith  th e  te a c h e r .  
He i s  th e  a r b i t r a t o r  as  to  w hat i s  e a s y , what d i f f i c u l t y , and 
what i s  to  be ta u g h t ,  and how. And when he h a s  p a ssed  from  
th e  e a sy  and c o n c re te ,  to  a b s t r a c t  co m b in a tio n s  o f  numbers and 
s ig n s ,  he i s  p ersu ad ed  th a t  he has  p e n e tra te d  th e  c h i ld  s 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  and made h im se lf  i t s  g u id e .

But how o f te n  th e  te a c h e r  d e c e iv e s  h im s e lf ,  f o r  i t  i s  th e  
r a r e s t  b f th in g s  t h a t  HE should  be a b le  to  e n t e r  i n t o  th e  mind 
o f  th e  CHILD. What happens most f r e q u e n t ly  i s  th a t tine e f f o r t s ^  
o f  th e  te a c h e r  a re  re n d e re d  f u t i l e  by the. f a c t  o f h is  not managing 
to  e n l i s t  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  le a r n e r .

T h e - a b s t r a c t io n  th e  c h i ld  i s  supposed t o  have ach iev ed  i s  
n e a r ly  alw ays th e  fo rc e d .re s p o n se  of a  p u re ly  mnemonic f a c u l  y , 
e l i c i t e d  by t o r t u r e .  " D i f f ic u l ty "  " o b s ta c le "  " s tu m b lin g  
b l o c k " . . .  th e s e  w ords r e a l l y  t e s t i f y  t o  a-m ost p i t i a b l e  f a i l u r e  
o c c u rr in g  upon t h e  v e ry  f i r s t  s te p s  o f  th e  a s c e n t o f  c u l t u r e . . .  
th e  te a c h in g  o f  e le m e n ta ry  m a them atics. I t  i s  by  no | j i n H  
o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  s u c c e s s io n  th a t  tn c  agg reg  
o f  problem s w hich p r e s e n t  th em se lv es  to  e d u c a to rs  a rc  ° aP f^ -e ' 
o f  s o lu t io n .  The a c t  o f  le a r n in g  depends upon one 
and i t  i s  an  e s s e n t i a l  H H  th e  l e a r n e r 's  d e s i r e  to  l e a r n  and 
h is  a t t e n t i o n . . .  i n  s h o r t ,  h is  i n t e r e s t .  The J - ^ ^ p e n s a b 1 ^  
c o n d i t io n  f o r  su c c e ss  i s  th a t  h i s  mind shou ld  bo a t  w ork, a l l  
t h a t  b o re s ,  d is c o u ra g e s ,  i n t e r r u p t s  t h i s  p sy c h ic  a c t i v i  y



and b u i l d s  a b a r r i e r  t h a t  no mere l o g i c a l  p e r f e c t io n  o f  th e  
te a c h in g  a r t  c a n  e v e r  surm ount.

I t  i s  th e  a s c e r ta in in g -w h a t a re  th e  n e c e ssa ry  c o n d i t io n s  
f o r  th e  developm ent o f  th e  l e a r n e r 1s spon taneous a c t i v i t i e s  th a t  
■we must aim  a t ;  th e  a r t  o f  aw akening e n th u s ia sm , o f  evoicing jo y  
i n  w ork. The r e a l  p s y c h o lo g ic a l key h e re  i s  j u s t  i n t e r e s t . . . . .  
i n t e r e s t  th e  im p e lle r  to  spon tan eo u s a c t i v i t y .

To i l l u s t r a t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  co m p reh en sio n .. .  even  th e  
c l e a r e s t  p o s s ib le  u n d e r s ta n d in g . . .may e x i s t  w ith o u t any 
p r a c t i c a l  r e s u l t  en su in g . I  ’.T ill t e l l  a  s to r y  to l d  me by a  
c h i ld .  ., A f o r e ig n e r  who was b u t  s l i g h t l y  a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  
language  o f  th e  c o u n try  was a c c o s te d  by a  b e g g a r . The f o r e ig n e r  
who was r i c h  b u t  m is e r ly ,  l i s t e n e d  to  th e  b eg g ar* s  e f f o r t s  to  
make h im se lf  u n d e rs to o d , and i t  was a lo n g  tryae b e fo re  he co u ld  
g ra sp  h i s  m eaning. l ie n  he d id  he was s i l e n t  a w h ile , and th e n  
s a id :  " I  u n d e rs ta n d , I  u n d e rs ta n d , b u t  I  g iv e  n o th in g .”

The .e f f o r t s  made by  th e  p e t i t i o n e r  had had no. p r a c t i c a l  
r e s u l t ;  i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  ad m irab le  c l e a r n e s s  and p e r s is te n c e  
o f  h i s  e x p o s i t io n  he had f a i l e d .  I n  th e  m a tte r  betw een, te a c h e r  
and ta u g h t 'we have som eth ing  s im i la r .  I n e f f e c t iv e  and f l e e t i n g  
i s  a l l  t h a t  th e  c h i ld  merely'UNDERSTANDS. H e may u n d e rs ta n d  a 
q u a n t i ty  o f th in g s ;  h i s  head may be s tu f f e d  t o  b u r s t in g  w ith  
a  c h a o t ic  mass o f  th in g s  he has  u n d e rs to o d ; and y e t ,  and yet.* 
n o th in g  may have happened to  s t i r  h i s  a c t iv e  ego in to  l i f e ,  
n o th in g  b een  done to  s e t  f r e e  th e  c o n s t r u c t iv e  e n e rg ie s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  and en th u siasm . . N oth ing  can  be a s s im i la te d  w ith o u t 
e f f o r t ,  we g r a n t ;  b u t a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  e f f o r t ,  e f f o r t ,  b e a r in g  
i t s  f r u i t  i n  w ork, i n  s tu d y , i n  le a r n in g  . . . . .  l i e s  i n t e r e s t .
To th e  d is c u s s io n s  so. o f te n  c a l l e d  f o r th  abou t i n t e r e s t  and 
e f f o r t ,  I  w i l l  no t h e re  r e c u r ;  th e y  have b een  c la s s e d  as  
c o n t r a d ic to r y  a s p e c ts  o f  th e .sam e  th i n g ,  and many have s a id  
t h a t  i n  e d u c a tio n  we have to  choose be tw een  th e  tw o. I n  t h e i r  
view  INTEREST r e f e r s  to  w hat we l i k e  d o in g , and EXPORT to  what 
we d i s l i k e .  But e f f o r t  i s  th e  b r in g in g  in to  a c t io n  o f  th e  , 
i n d i v i d u a l 's  e n t i r e  e n e rg y , and t h i s  happens o n ly  where i n t e r e s t  
i s  f e l t .  Man i s  no m achine ..-, he a c t s  in s p i r e d  by i n t e r e s t s . . .  
g e n e r o s i t y . . .  e n th u s ia sm ; and he w i l l  th e n  th row  h im s e lf  w ith  
a l 1 h i s  l i f e ,  s t r e n g th ,  and a c t i v i t y  i n t o  t h i s  e f f o r t . . .  even  i f  
i t  i s  irk som e.
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AN EDUCATOR THO SUCCEEDS IN EVOKING INTEREST... INTEREST 
LEADING TO CHOICE- OP SOME ACTION, AND THE CARRYING OUT OP IT 
WITH THE WHOLE ENERGY OF THE CHOOSER, ALL HIS CONSTRUCTIVE 
ENTHUSIASM.. .  SUCH AN EDUCATOR HAS AWAKENED A MAN TO LIRE.
HE HAS COME INTO CONTACT TILTH THAT . "BREATH OP.LIFE" OP 
7C-IICH THE BIBLE STEAKS... THE TRANSFOMALKiG BREATH .HICK 
MAKES A LIVING MAN OUT OP A THING OP CLAY.

Undreamt o f  f o r c e s  r e v e a l  th em se lv es  v e ry  o ften , i n  one 
whose i n t e r e s t  h a s  been ' evoked. The c h i ld  sp u rre d  on by. 
i n t e r e s t  w i l l  d is p la y  powers l a t e n t  t i l l - t h e n ,  o r  never 
guessed  a t ,

I t  i s  t h i s  new a sp e c t o f  ch ild h o o d  a s  a f f e c te d  by  i n t e r e s t  
w hich i s  p e r fo rc e  making a  change i n  the- o ld  psychology;: a  f a r  
more l i v in g  sp h ere  o f  a c t io n  i s  be in g  l a i d  open to  e d u c a tio n a l 
m ethods.

Not t h a t  .th e  o ld  id e a s  a re  f a l l a c io u s J .... th e y  w ere q u i te
c o n s i s te n t  w ith  th e  p reco n c e iv ed  id e a s  o f  th e  a d u l t .  But new 
p r in c ip le s  a re  bound to  a r i s e  i n  e d u c a tio n  when th e  c h i ld  
comes to  be c o n s id e re d  as  th e  a x is  round w hich a l l  h as  to  t u r n ,  

and when i t  i s  h i s  ch o ic e  which i s  to  gu ide  u s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  
p ro c e s se s  o f re a so n in g  lo g i c a l l y '  p u rsued  by  p r o f e s s o r s .

*~o—o—o~o—0-0  —O -O—O—O—0-0—0 -0 —
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ADTERTISEMENTS IN "THE BULLETIN"

A l l  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  have' now appeared  
r a t h e r  more tim e s  th a n  a rra n g e d  i n  th e  o r ig i n a l  
c o n t r a c t  and a re  due f o r  r e v is io n .

M iss G o o d a ll, The D e l l  S ch o o l, Woking, 
tfw l TiXattid-he p le a se d  to  r e c e iv e  d e t a i l s  from  

in te n d in g  a d v e r t i s e r s  a s  soon  as  p o s s ib le .

—o-o—o -o -o —o-o—o -o -o —

;The E d i to r  w ish es  t o  a p o lo g is e  f o r  th e  p a u c i ty  
• o f  t h i s  i s s u e :  he h a s  no t o n ly  had a  v e ry  busy  
te rm  b u t h a s  had v e ry  few  a r t i c l e s  su b m itted .
He a l s o  w an ts  t o  ta k e  th i s -  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  
p o in t in g  o u t t h a t  he f in d s  i t  v e ry  much e a s i e r  
to  u se  a r t i c l e s  ( o r  co rresp o n d en ce ) a lre a d y  
w r i t t e n  th a n  to  fo llo w  up and a c t  on  o th e r  
p e o p le 's  g rand  id e a s  -  he f in d s  no d i f f i c u l t y  

i n  dream ing up p le n ty  o f  h i s  ownj

We w ish  you a  M erry C h ris tm as  and a  Happy New Y ear.

—o—o -o -o -o -o -o —o-o—o—
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Cycle ofWork and Moral Education

Many d e fec ts  o f Children , hare th e ir  or ig in  in  t h i i  growing age through th e  

laws o f l i f e #  and a great many o f th ese  d e fec ts  disappear when we a llow  than to

fo llow  th ese  laws*

And then *

In t h is  c y c le  o f Work we ean find th e  beginning o f «ara i and

r e lig io u s  education# in  t h i s  eeneef *

That i t  prepares th e  in d iv id u ai to  rece iv e  them

f t  pute him in  order w ith regaid t o  th e  fundamental neede o f  h ie

l i f e  which could not he corrected  ty  other «cane*
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Work...and A ctiv ity

That work »say ho r e s tfu l way su rp rise  us % hut we should not wonder a t it«

Wo see  In Mature animals th at are always a c t iv e .

The taw

Everybody r e s ts  when he i s  working according to  th e  law o f h is  nature*

I rfws o f  Work and Katlgue

A# we are created  to  work in a c t iv ity  Is t ir in g *  What i s  t ir in g  i s  th e  work 

dene ou tsid e  th e  laws o f nature*

In a c tiv ity  ie  ju s t  as fa r  frow g iv in g  us res t as th e  wrong kind o f work* 

In a c tiv ity  t i r e s  most o f a l l  Prisoners*

Why t hi s  Kind o f Work i s  Peatfu l *

(1 ) This Cycle must he complete w ithout Tnteruption -  This i s  very evident 

I t  ie  an impulse which curves a long art we cannot halve i t  » S im ile o f  Jump

The person who makes an Impulse to  jump makes a d e f in ite  t o t a l  impulse* I t  

must be a l l  or nothing «*• You cannot stop h a lf  way*

(2 ) The Child revea ls  th at he needs a sp e c ia l form o f work with th is  great 

concentration o f a tte n t io n .

(3 ) He needs some great in te r e s t  and to  concentrate h is  energies around i t .  

This i s  what Informs and r e s ts  us a t th e same time*

Culture and Spontanuitv

So what we need i e  not a Hew Programme» 4 New Curriculum# scheme o f stu d ies  bu 

le t t in g  them find th s t  in te r e s t  in which they can»

1) Concentrate

2) A fter  M editate.

This MedItion Stage Contd,

Many d e fec ts  are taken away *  because many o f th e  d e fec ts  in  Children  

represent d e fec ts  o f l i f e *  Almost c a l l  them a d isea ses  as th e  ch ild  does not 

fo llow  th e  pych laws o f h e a lth .



Work and A c t iv i t y

That work may be r e s t f u l  may s u r p r is e  u s j  but we sh ou ld  not wonder a t £ t .

n a c t iv i t y  i s  j u s t  a s  f a r  from g iv in g  u s r e s t  a s  th e  wrong kind o f  work.

I t  i s  an im pu lse w hich cu rv es a lo n g  ant we cannot h a lv e  i t  -  S im ile  o f  Jump 

The person  who makes an im pu lse t o  jump makes a d e f i n i t e  t o t a l  im p u lse . I t  

must be a l l  or n o th in g  -  You cannot s to p  h a l f  way.

T h is i s  what inform s and r e s t s  us a t  th e  same t im e .

C u ltu re  and S p on tan u itv

So what we need i s  n o t a New Programme, A New C u rricu lum , scheme o f  s tu d ie s  bu 

l e t t i n g  them f in d  t h s t  in t e r e s t  in  which th e y  ca n , 

i )  C on cen tra te  

2% A f te r  M e d ita te .

T h is M ed ition  S tage  C ontd.

Everybody r e s t s  when he i s  w orking a c c o rd in g  t o  t he law o f  h is  n a tu re .-

done o u ts id e  th e  law s o f  n a tu r e .

( i )  T h is C y c le  must be com p lete  w ith o u t I n te r u p tio n  -  T h is i s  v ery  e v id en t

(2 )  The C h ild  r e v e a ls  th a t  he n eed s a s p e c ia l  form o f  work w ith  t h i s  g rea t  

c o n c e n tr a t io n  o f  a t t e n t io n .

(3 )  He n eed s some g r e a t  in t e r e s t  and t o  c o n c e n tr a te  h i s  e n e r g ie s  around i t .

Many d e f e c t s  a r e  ta k en  away -  b ecau se  many o f  th e  d e f e c t s  in  C h ild ren  

rep r ese n t d e f e c t s  o f  l i f e .  Alm ost c a l l  them a d is e a s e s  a s  th e  c h i ld  does not  

fo llo w  th e  pych laws o f  h e a l t h .
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J?r; ^  LO 60C A

ÿ y — ^

'VT' 6r y '^ T ^ ^ y

[ n  ^

Wiy -  lu , .



C y cle  ofWork and M oral E d u cation

Many d e f e c t s  o f  C h ild ren  , have t h e i r  o r ig in  in  th id  grow ing age  through  th e  

law s o f  l i f e ,  and a g r e a t many o f  t h e s e  d e f e c t s  d isa p p ea r  when we alloy? them t o  

fo llo w  t h e s e  la w s .

And th e n  -

In t h i s  c y c le  o f  Work we can f in d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  m oral and 

r e l ig io u s  e d u c a t io n , in  t h i s  s e n s e ;  -  

That i t  p rep ares th e  in d iv id u a l  t o  r e c e iv e  them

I t  p u ts  him in  order w ith  regadd t o  th e  fundam ental n eed s o f  h i s  

l i f e  w hich cou ld  n ot he c o r r e c te d  by o th e r  m eans.
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C\As¿é)

Q*s£ cqs&*$ 'yÿ~~Y



3  l y - ^ ^ 7 « o
y

y ^ V ^ d

rrv-c—  c ^ t ^ v  v ^ c ^ t / ^ r ^ / ° c ^ ...  “vt̂ j,

_............... i....  (f 72̂  "~ f^ fi^. ' S/c.

Í ^y ^ ~ Q*sC(A/\*<a JL, ^ C - C i s & O _

ÛU }y  ...... ^¡/y ' ( y / /■yvVt'
sglääiSSSSiSSBsf

Ce¿'^PWMyC- «v í-tó 'V vo 2 a~~S>f~ _ y y y ^ f i y /  ...

■ . . . . .  _ .
¿ ¿i'«'*"' llfil A '..

/  2- V  ¿ /  r~  ~  ¿ 2 .

*3^ i S f t  n  ucp  ( - ¿/V

^)C í»-v»\^í^—9 » ¿Í^xyi2 t̂>W( ^  ¿)

/ '/~ t« -sfl fity  S*A^ t̂y 

^5 ¿Vx̂ ¿C4? -»"UC- *

• W w |Îë |b á u Á ^ P  2  ~>r\JL-fu*si' ?

1  f l  Í^v-vyu2t £ «(xX^<.



s j¿Ls,., "7^L í̂ vt- * OV. S 'l '^  /A. Ĉ ~*a)
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