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Bombay View ,Mathoran ,Nr ¡BombayMay 19th .'2 1
My Dear A l l ,W© have a t  la st, m igrated to  the h i l l s .  I t  was a g re a t buslne^ g e tt in g  here , -  com pleting the G reat Trek which had a lr e a  .y begun when I  wrote my l a s t  l e t t e r  . i t  ra th e r  reminded me o f on© o f those p a tr ia r c h a l m igrations on© reads about in  the Old fostam ont, -e x  -  copt th a t we had the a ss ista n c e  o f a convenience th a t Abraham wotted not o f , to  whit the fcqilway ,  a g te r  the b u ffa lo e s  , c a lv e s , ponies e tc  had departed there was a gre a t debate as to  whether the s I e puppies and t h e ir  devoted mother should ai&o come j but f i l i a l l y  ,much to  the chagrin o f the ch ild ren  , i t  was decided to  leav e  them behind. went by the n ig h t m all to  Bombay , and a l l  had sleep in g berths , and I  was SjJtibn a carrieago  a l l  to m yself. Our supper on the t r a in  th a t n ig h t was one o f the most curious meals a t  which I  have ever a s s is te d  , p ie  whole p a rty ( except the pt$$r teachers who had th e ir  meal to  themselves ) managed to  crowd in to  one compart ment fo r  the supper which the cooks had managed to  conjure up in  some $ jjsto rlo u s manner from God knows where, and a l l  p ip in g  h o t .I t  was o f course Indian food , but I  am g e tt in g  q u ite  used tb th a t . A l l  the ch ild ren  -in c lu d in g  the cousins -  sa t in  hows along the upper berths lo o k in g  fo r  a l l  the world l ik e  a s tr in g  o f  hftng’ y sparrows on the h itch e s  o f a t r e e ,w h ils t  the grown-ups squatted Buddha-wise below*





Bombay View l iMathe ran
21My d ear E v e ry o n e ,F o r th e  past- te n  days th e g re a t t o p ic  o f c o n v e r s a tio n  h as been the monsoon. As th e  tim e g e t s  n e a re r and n e a re r  fo r  th e monsoon to  b reak  or " b u r s t* ', th e  whole atm osphere -  p h y s ic a l  and m ental -  seems to  be in  a s ta te  o f in te n s e  e x p e c ta n c y . On a l l  s id e s  you h ear such rem arks a s : " I  wonder what s o r t  o f monsoon we s h a l l  have t h i s  y e a r :"  " i  hope i t  w i l l  be a good ones" or " i  h e a r the monsoon has a lr e a d y  broken in  C e y lo n ."  " Y e s , but they say i t  d i d n 't  break  p r o p e r ly ,"  and so f o r t h .  I t  i s  not only the circu m stance th a t  i t  i s  about to  r a in  fo r  th e f i r s t  .tim e f o r  nine months w hich makes the s u b je c t  so e n t h r a l l i n g ,  but a ls o  because i t  may be alm ost a m atter o f l i f e  and d e a th  to some p e o p le .For a good monsoon means a good crop and a bad one the r e v e r s e . I f  th e  monsoons are bad f o r  two or th r e e  y e a rs  i t  may r e s u lt  in  w idespread fa m in e . I t  i s  hard to  d e s c r ib e  the c u r io u s  f e e l i n g  o f e x p e cta n cy  t h a t  i s  in  the a i r  -  r a t h e r  l ik e  you get b e fo re  a th u n d ersto rm , o n ly  much more so and g o in g  on fo r  two Dr th re e  w eeks.th e n  the f i r s t  r e a l  shower came a few d ays ago the c h ild r e n  were ju s t  as e x c ite d  a s  E n g lis h  c h ild r e n  a t th e f i r s t  f a l l  o f snow in  w in t e r . As i t  happened we were h a v in g  sch o o l at the t im e , but we suspended o p e ra tio n s  to  have a lo o k  a t t h i s
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t h r i l l i n g  phenomenon. In  f a c t  the c h ild r e n  did- more th an  lo o k . They ran  out in to  th e  r a in  ju s t  a s  they w ere, and jumped and skipped about in  i t ,  l e t t i n g  i t  ru n d ow n  in s id e  t h e i r  c lo t h e s  and a l l  o v e r them ju s t  l ik e  a l o t  o f  l i t t l e  w a te r s p r ite s  " n a t iv e  and endued in to  th a t  e le m e n t."  I  h a d n 't th e h e a rt to  be s te r n  w ith  them and c a l l  them i n .  I  m y self h a d n 't  seen a drop o f  r a in  sin ce  I  l e f t  M a r s e i l le s  th re e  months ago; and i f  even I  f e l t  q u it e  t h r i l l e d  a t the s ig h t  of i t  -  how much more so they a f t e r  n in e  m o n th s.. So I  l e t  them "go a sp la sh " f o r  once, and d id  my b e s t to  make peace w ith  t h e ir  mother when i t  came to  th e  b u s in e s s  of ch a n g in g  in to  dry c lo t h e s .The e f f e c t  of ju s t  two or th r e e  showers has been alm ost m a g ic a l. Some o f th e  t r e e s  have begun to  send out new sh o o ts  a t such a ra te  th a t  you can alm ost see them grow ing -  and i t  seems so s tr a n g e , t o o , a t t h i s  tim e o f t h e . y ear ( in  the m iddle o f  J u n e .)  But i t  i s  m ostly  in  the in s e c t  w orld th a t  the e f f e c t  seems most m ir a c u lo u s . Suddenly the a i r  b e g in s  to  teem w ith  f l y i n g  e r e a tu r e s  o f a l l  s o r t s .  The o th e re v e n in g  we were enveloped in  a cloud o f huge f l y i n g  a n t s , about an in ch  lo n g , f l y i n g  h e a v ily  in  a l l  d ir e c t io n s  on fo u r  r a th e r  b a d ly  manipula t e d  w in g s . T h e ir  w ings -  so I  am t o ld  -  f a l l  o f f  a f t e r  about two days o f t h i s  " n u p t ia l  f l i g h t " ,  whereupon t h e i r  owners "com ing down to  e a r th "  ta k e  up the hum-drum round o f  every  day t e r r e s t i a l  e x is t e n c e .
We have se e n , t o o , the most- b e a u t i f u l  b u t t e r f l i e s  o f  an
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alm ost in c r e d ib le  s i z e .  Q u ite  a number o f tim es I  th o u g h t, on s e e in g  them f i r s t ,  t h a t  th ey were b ir d s , u n t i l  I  n o tic e d  t h e i r  p e c u lia r  z i g  zag way o f  f l y i n g .But I  th in k  th e most b e a u t i f u l  o f a l l  are the f i r e - f l i e s .I  have not yet managed to  see one o f th ese  c r e a tu r e s  n e a r to  -but on ly  t h e i r  l i g h t s .  In  f a c t  I  am not sure th a t  I  want tosee one in  a c ld s e -u p ; because I  can  h a rd ly  b e lie v e  th a t  suchan e x q u i s i t e ,  d a in ty  and f a i r y - l i k e  s p e c ta c le  co u ld  be causedby a n y th in g  so g r o s s  a s  b e e t le s  w ith  w in g s . I  p r e fe r  to  c l i n gto  the i l l u s i o n  th a t  they are f a i r y  la n th o r n s  l i g h t i n g  the wee-f o l k  to  t h e i r  n ig h t ly  r e v e ls"By paved f o u n t a in , o r by rushy brook O r in  the beached margent o f the s e a ."And w ith  the monsoon came a ls o  the m osquitoes -  m il l io n s  o f  them . "Ah t h e r e 's  the ru b '." -  as  Sh akesp eare s a i d .  (How t h a t  man has a word fo r  e v e r y th in g '.)When th e monsoon g e t s  g o in g  i t  b r in g s  out n o t o n ly  the in s e c t s  but o th e r c r e a tu r e s  a s  w e l l ,  e s p e c ia l ly  o f th e c re e p y - craw ly k in d , th a t  l i v e  in  h o le s , l i k e  the snakes and s c o r p io n s . They f in d  t h e i r  homes u n p le a s a n tly  damp and come out se e k in g  b e t t e r  accom m odation. One e v e n in g , as  the fa m ily  s a t in  the draw ing room here a t  Bombay V iew , no l e s s  th a n  s ix  b ig  b la c k  sc o r p io n s  came in to  th e  room from  the verandah one a f t e r  the o t h e r . A lth o u gh  M r. S a r a b h a i i s  a J a i n  and b e l ie v e s  in  "A h in sa" ( i i e *  the d o c tr in e  o f not ta k in g  l i f e )  he sa id  he drew th e  l in e  a t sc o rp io n s  and dem olished them one a f t e r  the o th er as



-  4 -they a r r iv e d .The c h ild r e n  are a l l  w e ll  and in  the b e s t o f  form  though Leena gave u s a l l  a b i t  o f  a shock l a s t  w eek. She f e l l  from h e r pony when she was r id in g  w ith  S e lim  Khan, th e  handsome Mahommedan s i z a r .  H a p p ily  th e re  was no s e r io u s  in ju r y  and she was up and about a g a in  in  a co u p le  o f d a y s . I  was su rp r is e d  how u p set I  was when I  heard th e  news; and only then r e a l is e d  how much I  had grown to  lo v e  th e  c h i l d .  She i s  r e a l ly  the most ad o rab le  l i t t l e  c r e a tu r e  -  so b e a u t i f u l ,  so f u l l  o f  l i f e  and so o r i g i n a l .  One n e v e r knows what she w i l l  say or do n e x t . The o th e r  day she came s l i d i n g  down the bann i s t e r s ,  and when I  g e n t ly  reproved her because i t  was dangerous she r e p lie d  ’'B ut I  prayed to  God to  h e lp  m e.11 (What i s  the answer to  th a t  one?) A nother day I  d id  a l i t t l e  s k e tc h , and she sa id  " G iv e  me the draw ing p le a s e , and I  w i l l  Keep i t  w ith  God u p s t a ir s  in  my d ra w e r."  T h is p u zzled  me at the tim e but I  found out l a t e r  th a t  she was r e f e r r in g  to  a g o ld e n  image of K rish n a  w hich some r e l a t i o n  had g iv e n  h e r . A l l  the c h ild r e n  seem to  be n a t u r a l ly  (o r  i s  i t  s u p e m a tu r a lly ? )  in te r e s t e d  in  r e l i g i o n .  Perh ap s t h i s  i s  not- s u r p r is in g  because they are c o n s ta n tly  n e a rin g  the grown ups around them d is c u s s in g  such m a tte r s .These p h ilo s o p h ic a l  d is c u s s io n s  seem to s p rin g  up more e a s i l y  and n a t u r a lly  here th a n  amongst E u ro p e a n s . Even a t  b r e a k fa s t  th e o th e r day I  came in  to  f in d  an argument g o in g
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on a s  to  how e v i l  cam© in to  th e w o r ld , x t i s  very s t r i k i n g  how very o f t e n , in  th e se  t a l k s ,  we come round to  the D o c tr in e  R eIn carn atip n ^ , Everyone I  meet here -  or almost- everyone «•seems to  take t h i s  b e l i e f  f o r  g r a n te d . L a s t  n ig h t f o r  in sta n c e  a f t e r  d in n e r we were d is c u s s in g  th e "slum  q u e s tio n "  -  th e d r e a d fu l i n e q u a l i t ie s  between the r ic h  and p o or -  Ahmedebad has some o f the w orst slum d i s t r i c t s  - in  the w o r ld . " W e ll ,"  said  one o f the l a d i e s ,  " i t ' s  not r e a l l y  so u n ju s t a s  i t  ap p ears to  b e , when you th in k  th a t  th o se  p eop le  are  l i v i n g  in  such slums as a punishm ent fo r  th e i n j u s t i c e s  which they th e m se lv e s have p e rp e tra te d  on o th e rs  in  t h e i r  p r e v io u s  in c a r n a t io n . That i s  r e a l l y  what we mean by Kharm a.""You C h r i s t i a n s ,"  s a id  a n o th e r p r e s e n t , " b e lie v e  in  Heaven and H e l l  and P u rg a to ry  where p e o p le  are tr e a te d  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  past- a c t io n s , -  why sh ould n ’ t  th ey  have t h e i r  H eaven,H e l l  and P u rg a to ry  on e a r th ?  Why sh ould n ’ t  th ey come back here on e a r th  a g a in  to  work out t h e i r  d e s t in y ?  I t  i s  not n e ce ssa ry  to  in v e n t any o th e r  p la c e s  o f  e x is t e n c e ."  (And what i s  the answer to th a t  one?)One n ig h t  l a s t  week a r a t h e r  s tra n g e  and e e r ie  t h in g  happened. M r. A m balal (a n o th e r name f o r  M r. S a ra b h a i)  heard a stran ge so b b in g sound, as  o f  a c h i ld  w eep in g . Some o f the s e r v a n ts  heard i t  too in c lu d in g  the A yah. They went round to  the c h ild r e n ' s room s, but they were a l l  f a s t  a s le e p , and then  th ey searched the r e s t  o f the house as w e ll  but found n o th in g .
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S t i l l  th e c r y in g  p e r s i s t e d . Those o f you , my good f r i e n d s , who are I r i s h  w i l l  I  am sure be reminded (a s  I  was) o f the B a n sh e e . The only n a t u r a l  e x p la n a t io n  th a t  anybody cou ld  su gg e st was th a t  i t  m ight have been a baby monkey; but th e re  was no v i s i b l e  s ig n  o f  i t s  p r e s e n c e . "W ell, we s h a l l  see  i f  i t  au gu rs the d eath  o f someone.fe  s t i l l  have our d a i ly  w alks a f t e r  te a  when the whole f a m ily , arrayed i n ,t h e i r  b e s t ,  goes out in  fo r c e  w ith  a tte n d a n t s e rv a n ts  and r ic k s h a w s . One day l a s t  week th e  "y o u n gest grand fa th e r "  and m y se lf p lay ed  tr u a n t and went fo r  a w alk on our own He i s  a n -M.il'. o f C am bridge, where he s tu d ie d  p h ilo s o p h y . L ik e  so many modern In d ia n s  he has abandoned the " s u p e r s t i t io u s  b e l i e f s "  in  w hich he was brought u p . He sa y s th a t  he is  seek in g  f o r  the U n iv e r s a l R e l ig io n ;  and th a t  the c h i e f  o b s ta c le  p reven t t h i s  U n ity  o f  R e l ig io n s  comes from r e l i g i o u s  form s (by w hich I  th in k  he means c r e e d s ) . "Forms cause a l l  th e  t r o u b le ; form s d iv id e :  form s are the g r e a t  U n r e l ig io n ."D u rin g  the cou rse o f  our w alk we d is c o v e r e d  a Mahommedan mosque, w hich we e n te r e d  h a v in g  f i r s t  removed our s h o e s .. I t  was very s im p le , b a r e , a s c e t i c  ( and c le a n '.)  in s id e , -  such a c o n tr a s t  to  so many of* the Hindu tem p les w ith  t h e ir  e la b o r a te  ornam entation  and i d o l s .  i t  made me th in k  o f  a Q uaker M eetin g  House a s  compared w ith  a C a t h o l ic  C h u rc h . Dear old 0-eorge Fox would h§ve approved o f  i t  h ig h ly :  i t  f o r c i b ly  reminded me o f  h i s  t ir a d e  a g a in s t  the " S t e e p le - h o u s e s ."  " A l l  you F r ie n d s
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and p e o p le , p lu c k  down your im a ges, your l ik e n e s s e s , your p i c t u r e s ,  your r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  o f  th in g s  in  H eaven, th in g s  on e a r t h , and t h in g s  in  th e  w a te r; p lu c k  them o u t , I  say'." Perhaps George Fox was a r e in c a r n a t io n  o f the P ro p h et ('.) c e r t a in ly  th ese  words sound l i k e  an echo o f th e  K o ran . (You see how I  am b e in g  in flu e n c e d  by ray environm ent1. )S p e a k in g  o f the. Koran rem inds me o f an in t e r e s t in g  sto ry  M r. S a r a b h a i to ld  me r e c e n t l y .  The c o n v e r s a tio n  had turn ed on m y stic  and p s y c h ic  phenomena, e s p e c ia l l y  e e s ta c y  and p o ss e s s io n . "There was a m an," he s a i d , " i n  Ahmedebad who used to  behave a t  tim es a s  though he was p o s s e s s e d ; and p eop le  r e a l l y  b e lie v e d  he w a s .. On th ese  o c c a sio n s  t h is  man used to  hang on a beam, l ik e  a b a t ,  and r e c i t e  page a f t e r  page o f the K o ra n . Now the stra n g e  th in g  was th a t t h i s  man was a H in d u, and did  not know Urdu or A r a b ic . He was q u ite  norm al a t o th e r tim e s; but when p o ssesse d  in  t h i s  way would keep f ix e d  under a beam in  t h is  upside-dow n p o s it io n  in  w hich n o rm ally  no human b e in g  could c l i n g  and s u r v iv e ."The more I  see of M r. S a r a b h a i the more I  l ik e  him . He i s  r e a l l y  a most rem arkable man -  a com b in ation  o f a b r i l l i a n t ,  hard-headed b u s in e s s  man, a most devoted husband and f a t h e r ,  and a p h ilo s o p h e r  and m y s t ic . A t ir r e g u la r  i n t e r v a ls  he d is a p p e a r s  f o r  d a y s , and even w eeks, on b u s in e s s  t o u r s . He has r e c e n t ly  retu rn ed  from th e  C e n t r a l  P r o v in c e s  where he has ju s t  s ta r te d  a sugar fa c t o r y  in to  w hich he h as put a th ir d  o f



8
h is  c a p i t a l .  He c e r t a in ly  does th in g s  in  a b ig  w ay. B e s id e s  h i s  f a c t o r i e s  in  Ahmedebad he has an o f f i c e  in  Bombay (a s  w e ll  as a p r iv a t e  v i l l a )  and a n o th e r in  London. I  gath ered  from a c a s u a l remark th a t he spends £2 ,000 a y e a r on te le g ra m s and c a b le s  in  h is  Bombay o f f i c e  a lo n e . He i s  alw ays o f f  to  t h i s  c i t y  or t h a t  to  atten d  some D ir e c t o r s ' m eeting or b u s in e s s  c o n fe r e n c e . In  the p a st e ig h t  weeks -  s in c e  I  came out here -  he has t r a v e l le d  over 3 ,0 0 0  m ile s  on the In d ia n  R a ilw a y s .H is  achievem ents seem to  me q u ite  rem arkable fo r  a man o f  ’y e a r s ; I  should be done up in  a week i f  I  did a q u a r te r  of the k n o ck in g  about in  t h i s  c lim a te  th a t  he d oes; y e t he alw ays comes back fr e s h  and s m ilin g  and in  th e b e s t o f s p i r i t s .At th e same tim e as M r. S a r a b h a i i s  immersed in  a l l  th e se  p r a c t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  he seems to  c a r r y  on a s o r t  o f, second e x i s ten ce  as a p h ilo s o p h e r  and m y stic .-  Vi/hen he comes back from th ese  b u sin e ss  to u rs he g e n e r a lly  b r in g s  w ith  him some new books th a t  he has b o u g h t. One tim e i t  w i l l ,  be the K o ran , a n o th e r th e  new T estam en t, an o th er R u sk in  and so o n . At p re se n t he i s  h a v in g  a run on T o ls t o y . He was so im pressed w ith  T o ls to y ' s w r it in g s  on the Sim ple L i f e  -  so M rs. S a ra b h a i to ld  me -  th a t  s h o r tly  b e fo re  I  came out he and h is  fr ie n d  and b u s in e s s  p a r t n e r , M r. B ak h u b h i, d ecid ed  to  put i t  in to  p r a c t i c e .  As a s t a r t  th ey s e t  out to  cook t h e ir  own m eals in  a seclu d ed  p a r t  o f th e compound (to  the aston ishm en t o f the d o m estic  s t a f f  who number w e ll  over 3 0 ) . . " H a p p ily ,"  s a id  M rs. S a r a b h a i, "th e
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craze  f o r  the Sim p le L i f e  la s t e d  e x a c t ly  24 h o u rs; a f t e r  w hich they d ecid ed  i t  was not t h e i r  v o c a t io n , much to  ray r e l i e f  f o r  i t  threw a l l  my d o m estic arrangem ents in to  c o n f u s io n .“I  have been t o ld  th a t  i t  i s  by no means u nu su al f o r  a w e ll- t o -d o  - In d ia n  who has m arried and brou gh t up a fa m ily  and g e n e r a lly  behaved in  a most c o n v e n tio n a l manner, one day suddenly to  d re s s  h im s e lf  up as a r e l i g io u s  m endicant -  a s a n y e s i -  supply h im s e lf  w ith  a b e g g in g  bow l; and th en  q u ie t ly  v a n is h , in c o g n it o , amongst the th re e  hundred m il l io n s  of h is  c o n te m p o ra rie s , “ se e k in g  e n lig h te n m e n t ."  In  f a c t  a t  t h is  moment some te n  m il l io n  In d ia n s  are d o in g  t h i s ,  w andering alone from C i t y  to C i t y ,  l i v i n g  on the c h a r it y  o f t h e i r  fe llo w  men, and se e k in g  through t h i s  p e n i t e n t ia l  form  o f l i f e  to advance t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  d evelo p m en t.M r. S a ra b h a i has not done t h i s  y e t ,  I  am g la d  to  s a y , as I  should p ro b a b ly  lo s e  my jo b  i f  he d id ’.  4 t  the same tim e I  could alm ost im agine him d o in g  i t .  He to ld  me a few weeks ago he had ju s t  had a s p e c i a l  p a ir  of s p e c t a c le s  made w ith  opaque g l a s s e s .  When I  asked him what on e a r t h  f o r ,  he r e p lie d  ( I  b e t you could n ev er g u e s s (why'.) t h a t  i t  was because he wanted to  be a b le  q u ic k ly  to  shut away the d i s t r a c t io n s  o f th e o u tsid e  world a t any tim e or p la c e  -  as in  h is  o f f i c e  fo r  in s ta n c e  -  and so be a b le  to  m ed itate  more e a s i l y  and u n o b tru siv e ly  ,He i s  a ls o  a b i t  p s y c h ic , and gave me s e v e r a l exam ples o f
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h i s  e x p e r ie n c e . He was once t r a v e l l i n g  in  a t r a in  from  S c o tla n d  to  M a n ch e ste r , and a f t e r  lu n ch  when he was h a l f  a s le e p , the th ou gh t came v iv id l y  in to  h is  mind th a t  h is  c o u s in  V . in  In d ia  was s u f f e r in g  from  e n t e r ic  f e v e r .  when he reached th e M idland H o te l in  M an ch ester a ca b le  was w a it in g  to say th a t  t h i s  same c o u s in  had c o n tr a c te d  th e d is e a s e .M r. Bakhubhai n is  b u s in e s s  p a r t n e r , and h i s  w i f e , have been s ta y in g  here as g u e s t s . He and M r, S a ra b h a i are  th e most in tim a te  fr ie n d s  and mean very much more to  e a ch  o th e r th an  ju s t  b u s in e s s  p a r tn e r s . B oth o f them have a w o n d erfu l g i f t  f o r  th row in g o f f  t h e i r  b u s in e s s  c a r e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  and b eh avin g  alm ost l ik e  l ig h t - h e a r t e d  s c h o o lb o y s . , On th e se  occ a s io n s  th ey remind me r a t h e r  o f  Tweedle Dum and Tweedle D ee.The G -azelie s are s t i l l  w ith  us and are more charm ing than  e v e r . They are l e s s  shy th an  fo rm e rly  and I  have been te a c h in g  them b r id g e , and we p la y  a l o t  o f  chess t o o .My boy M u l j i , : in  s p it e  o f b e in g  te m p o ra r ily  sep arated  from Salom e, B e r n ic e , L o is  and the r e s t ,  i s  in  good form  and c o n tin u e s  to  be a most e x c e l le n t  and f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t . I  have only had one row w ith  h im . He was immensely in tr ig u e d  w ith  my s a fe t y  r a z o r . One day h is  c u r io s i t y  g o t th e  b e t t e r  of him , and I  came in to  the room ju s t  as he was t r y in g  i t  on h is  own d ark f a c e .  He jumped so much on b e in g  d isc o v e re d  th a t  I  was g la d  i t  was a s a f e t y ,  or he m ight have cut h is  t h r o a t .  Our r e la t io n s  were somewhat s tr a in e d  fo r  a day or two a f t e r  t h is  but we are  back to the s t a t u s  quo. ,
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f e  are not g o in g  to  w a it up here a t  t h i s  h i l l  s t a t io n  u n t i l  the monsoon ’'b re a k s ’1 c o m p le te ly . Now th at the f i r s t  p r e lim in a ry  showers have come, we s h a l l  be le a v in g  Bombay V iew . T h is  house d e r iv e s  i t s  name, by the way, from th e  f a c t  th a t  from one o f th e  P o in t s  q u ite  near h e r e , on c e r t a in  e v e n in g s , one can see the l i g h t s  o f  Bombay s h in in g  down on the p la in  •—  m ile s  away. f e  have seen t h i s  s e v e r a l e v e n in g s  and i t  i s  a most im p re ssiv e  s i g h t .The commotion o f  p a ck in g  has a lr e a d y  begun in  p r e p a r a tio n s  fo r  our r e tu r n  tr e k  down to  Bombay; and I  must end t h i s  l e t t e r  a b r u p t ly , to  take my p a rt in  g e t t in g  ready f o r  the g re a texodus





Maid on House,
v The F o rt,

Bombay•

Two weeks ago we le f t  Matheran -  ponies, and puppies 
and a l l .  I t  was a great exodus. Our party -  fam ily, 
re la tio n s, teachers and servants -  took up quite an appreciable 
fraction o f the l i t t l e  mountain railway which, with i t s  many 
tw istings and turnings, took us down to the station at the 
foot of the plateau, where we joined the main line from Madras 
to Bombay.

Down here in Bombay i t  is  swelteringly hot; and as yet 
there has been no rain (though on the mountains the monsoon 
has already broken). le  are lucky, however, in that Maldon 
House is  modern and w ell b u ilt , and is situated near the sea; 
i t  has three sto rie s, plenty of verandahs, and is  supplied 
with large e le c tr ic  punkahs in nearly a l l  the rooms. Never

theless Bombay has a most try in g clim ate, -  a moist, clammy 
heat, which seems ju st as bad by night as by day.

Sin  ce I have begun to write th is  le tte r  a dove has come 
and perched on the window ledge only about a yard from my 
shoulder, and has remained with i t s  gaze fixed upon me most 
constantly -  not to say suspiciously. Perhaps i t  is  a re

incarnation of some one I knew in a former l i f e ,  or perhaps a 
c e le s tia l messenger. At any rate i t  makes me fe e l quite 
embarrassed with i t s  censorious eye penetrating mysteriously 
into my actio n s. I sh a ll begin to believe in Edgar Allen



Poe's "Raven" i f  th is  goes on*

Yesterday afternoon I took the whole family -  even to 
Vlckram the two-year-old -  in the ear to see the “Hanging Garden®*" Happily none of the ch ild re n  f e l l  out of the car, 
though I confess I f e l t  a b it like the Old Woman who lived in 
a Shoe because she had so many children she d ld n 't know what 
to do*

To get to the Gardens we had to pass quite close to the 
famous “ Towers of S ile n ce ,"  where defunct Parsees are eaten 
up by obliging vultures. The Parsees don't bury th e ir dead, 
then someone d ie s , in a house, a p riest arrives and digB a 
sort of furrow round the corpse to keep away the e v i l  sp irits*  
Then when the funeral procession -  which is  led by two p riests -  
is  ready, a l l  those taking part in i t  are linked together by 
cotton strands*

Arrived at Bakina (or Tower of Silence) prayers are said 
and then the corpse is  la id  out on the round top of th is  tower, 
and almost immediately the vultures arrive to begin th eir grue

some task* We saw these ugly bald-headed creatures in great 
crowds, some fly in g  in short c ir c le s  round the Towers, and others 
s itt in g  lik e great blobs on the branches of the nearby trees* 
There is  a meal fo r them every day -  sometimes several -  as 
great numbers of Parsees live in Bombay*

There are, in fa c t , about 50,000 Parsees in Bombay -  nearly 
h a lf the to ta l number of th e ir  sect* They form a very i n t e l l i -
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gent ató up to date community* They are pioneers in education; 
and also have a 'great influence in the professional, economical 
and in d u strial l i f e  of the city* Like the Quakers, they are 
a wealthy community, and one often sees them driving about 
Bombay ató the suburbs in their magnificent motor cars, their  
menfolk wearing those funny l i t t l e  hats "from which the rays 
of the sun are reflected in more than O riental splendour."

There is  matter for speculation in the thought that wherever 
they go in th eir gorgeous cars, th e ir  la st journey w ill  always 
be to the Towers of Silence**

The Farsees are not popular with the Indians because they 
have the reputation of always siding with whatever party Is in 
power. They have a d iffe re n t r e lig io n , too, from both Hindus 
and Mahommedans. They are fire  »worshippers, Fire being to 
them "the sacrament of the Divine Presence, through which they 
approach D iv in ity ."  It  is  for th is  reason that they have a 
special devotion to the sun. I f  you go down to the Esplanade 
or sea-front any fine evening just before sunset, you w ill  see 
an extraordinary and impressive s ig h t. You w ill  see these 
Parsees -  successful Bombay business men -  drive up in their  
R o lls and Daimlers. The chauffeur stops the car; goes round 
and opens the door; and then the gentleman "with the hat from 
which the sun’ s r a y s . . , . . .e t e , "  walks solemnly down to the beach* 
arrivin g there he goes down on his knees, and prostrates himself 
with solemn re veranee to the settin g sun.

I must confess to having a sort of secret sympathy with



-  4 -
th e ir  b e lie fs , for i f  ever I  were to worship anything in 
nature, it  would be the sun. And I  imagine a lo t of Christians  
have a sim ilar tendency -  esp ecially  in the Spring when, ’’ a fte r  
the long winter o f discontent**, the sun comes forth again in 
a l l  his majesty and healing strength* That is  why I  love 
Francis Thompson’ s ’’Ode to the Settin g Sun:” -  (the f i r s t  two 
verses I quote would not be applicable to the Esplanade Bombay 
even i f  someone was playing music.)

”0 settin g Sun, that as in reverend days 
Sinksst in music to thy smoothed sleep,

Discrowned of homage, though yet crowned with rays,
Hymned not at harvest more, though reapers reap;

For Thee th is music wakes not. 0 deceived,
I f  thou hear in these thoughtless harmonies 

A pious phantom of adorings reaved,
And echo of f a i r  ancient fla tte r ie s '.

Yet in th is  fie ld  where the Cross planted reign s,
I know not what strange passion bows my head 

To Thee whose great command upon my veins 
Proves Thee a god to me not dea, not dead'.

For worship i t  is  too incredulous,
For doubt -  oh, too believing-passionate?

As I have not yet become a Parsee or a yogi, when Sunday 
came round I thought I would try to nourish my sp iritu a l l i f e  
by going to a place of worship. So naturally 1 made enquiries 
as to whether there was a Quaker Meeting House anywhere in 
Bombay, But no-one seemed to have even heard of the Quakers. 
They reminded me of those early Christian converts in Ephesus 
who told S t ,  Paul "We have never so much as even heard that 
there is  a Holy S p ir it ” ) ,
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So I  went to the Cath olic Cathedral instead* Everyone 
seemed to know where that was. There I attended what is  
called a High Mass, a ceremony in which there was too much 
bobbing up and down and waving of censers and other such 
"creaturely a c tiv itie s "  (as George Fox would c a l l  them) to 
please me* But I enjoyed the sermon which was about S t .

Anthony of Padua and made me want to learn more about him.

Thdn I  remembered that a priest I had met in Rome, a 
J e s u it , had given me an introduction to the Archbishop of 
Bombay, and I happened to have it  in my w a lle t. So when Mass 
was over I called on the Archbishop -  Goodier was his name.

He is  a most handsome man and looked very cool and e ffic ie n t  
in his immaculately white soutane, or whatever i t  is  c a lle d .

He received me very graciously and made me fe e l at ease at once.

I discovered that he is  also a Je s u it ;  which rather surprised 
me as I did not know that members of th is  Society were permit

ted to take o ffic e s  in the Hierarchy. He looked a ty p ica l  
Je s u it , -  spare, in te lle c tu a l, cultured, very much "on the spot."  
His room was su rgica lly  clean and tid y . Archbishop Goodier was 
the acme of urbanity and spoke with the polished ease of a 
diplomat. Our conversation covered a wide rangs of subjects: 
and amongst other things he told me he was a friend of Father 
T yrell who was turned out of the Church fo r heresy. He spoke 
very highly of another friend of h is , George Lloyd, the present 
Governor of Bombay, who is  a pious high Anglican, He was also



Oninterested to hear that I knew Father Adrian Fortescue. 
taking leave of the Archbishop he recommended me to read the 
Development of Doctrine, by Cardinal Newman and -  very 
tru stin gly  -  lent me his own copy« The next Sunday I heard 
the Archbishop himself preach; i t  was an excellent sermon 

Well digested in the parts;*1 and struck me as being so broad 
minded that i t  might have been by Rufus Jones, Nat Micklem or 
H. G. food, or any other of my good Quaker frien d s.

I have solved, by the way, the mystery of the dove with 
the censorious eye« There is  a nest up in the corner of the 
room, which I had not noticed before, — hence the creature* s 
suspicions«

We had an extra fin e dinner the other night to celebrate 
the happy news that one of the Gazelles — Wasubhen * had passed 
her Matriculation« A person who has passed the Bombay Uni

versity M atriculation has thereby attained a certain so cial 
p re stig e . I t  is  however becoming rather a diminished prestige  
In some c ir cle s  at any ra te . In fa ct only yesterday I was 
present at a liv e ly  discussion when someone was maintaining that 
the value of th is  d istin ctio n  had been reduced almost to nothing 
owing to the popularity of the "Non-Cooperation Movement«"

That means Non-Cooperation with anything B r itis h , a movement 
which Gandhi has set going as part of his great "Swaraj" or 
Home Rule campaign,

K ip lin g 's famous oou p let:-



East Is East and West is  le s t
And never the twain sh a ll meet -  may be, and certainly  

i s ,  true in many things* Nevertheless i t  is surprising how 
fundamentally East and West are at one in some matters -  as 
I discovered yesterday* When I  came up to my room in the 
afternoon I found Mrs. Sarabhai and Mrs* Bakhubai and four 
servants looking c r it ic a lly  into it *  Though I did not under

stand the exact words that were being said -  i t  was a l l  in 
Gujarati -  there was no mistaking what the general council was 
about. I  was aware of an unmistakable fe e lin g  of reform and 
“ spring cleaning“ in the a i r .  I knew exactly the sort of 
things the lad ies were saying to each other: “ This room's 
not f i t  to liv e  in’,  i t ' s  a perfect pig sty! He doesn’ t  know 
how to keep i t  tid y ; and his servant takes advantage of his 
ignorance and does nothing! Men are such hopeless things; 
le t ' s make it  tidy for once."

I slid  away unobserved. When X returned h a lf an hour 
la te r  the invasion was in f u l l  swing, Mrs, Sarabhai, with 
her usual t a c t , greeted me with the words "We thought we'd 
just like to tidy up your papers and things as they w ill  breed 
so many mosquitoes."  I knew this statement was completely 
inaccurate, -  for mosquitoes begin th e ir  nefarious career as 
aoquatic lavae. I  also knew, however * by in stin ct -  that th is  
was not a tin» to enter into a b io lo g ica l argument. Women are 
supposed not to be very susceptible to reason at the best of 
times; and certain ly when the blind fury of spring cleaning
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has seised upon them, i t  is  the worst of tim es. So, 
uttering my appreciation and thanks, I made my way downstairs 
to the drawing room where the children were wondering as I  
went whether i t  would be to play draughts or t e l l  a story, 
fo r  i t  was bound to be one or the other.

There is  a great rage fo r draughts on at present, Suhrid 
esp ecially  is  madly keen on i t ,  and besieges me at a l l  moments 
of the day to come and have a game with him. He is  a very 
quick-witted youngster, and his mind at present -  when not 
bent on draughts -  seems to be much exercised with the problem 
of the nature of God and what kind of a l i f e  He lead s. The 
other day he said to me a propos of nothing "How; small we must 
seem to God’* -  just like ants'," Another day he said "When I 
was small (he is  only 8 now*) I used to think that God came 
down in the middle of the n igh t, and went about in a chariot 
finding out what people were in trouble, and helping them,"

Now he has become more sc e p tic a l, so he continued, "But now 
I know God couldn't come down'," "God didn11 make me," he

informed me recen tly, "Who did then?" I  asked* "No one'.

I  was just natural',"

Yours,





AN INDIAN HOUSE PARTY.

For the la s t  sine months I have been the only European In the 
society of Indians, and in the la s t  ten days I t  has been my lo t  
to make one of a large house-party of some th irty  to  forty guests 
from a l l  over India* Most of theee were persons keenly Interested  
in the N ation alist movement* They represented many d iffe re n t  
walks of l i f e ,  and Included In their number several doctors, two 
e d ito rs , some lawyers, a judge, an eminent b a rriste r , a poetess, 
a Himalayan seer eome down to the p la in s with & "message to  India” » 
a dram atist, Government o f f i c i a l s ,  a commercial magnate, a physical 
c u ltu r ls t , and many lad les and ohildren pertaining to  them* A 
variety of religio n s were represented -  Mohammedans, Hindus, Parsees, 
and C h ristia n s, not to mention some tough Agnostics. m ..

The general atmosphere of the party was an extraordl nary 
mixture of East and West* For Instance, lunch and dinner were taken 
In Eastern faOhlon, squatting cross-legged, the food eaten with  
one* s hands (the Himalayan sage was the only exception, and he ate 
with chopsticks)* On the other hand, afternoon tea was served 
from costly s ilv e r  te a -s e ts , on l i t t l e  t & le s  covered with snow- 
white linen of the fin e st texture, and the guests sat in chairs* 
Round the lawn were statues and bronzes from P aris and I t a ly ,  
including a fu ll-s iz e d  cast o f the Venus de Milos and when I t  grew 
dark the garden was illuminated by e le c tr ic  lamps* Y e t even here 
the East was ju st below the surface* One afternoon I  was going to  
the lawn, where tea was usually served, when I heard a voice c a llin g
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fro® another part of the garden. "You can* t  go there today," I t  
said . "Why not?" X asked with some surprise. "Some Mohammedan 
ladles have come to  tea today, and they keep Purdah." Then I  
realised  th at a ll  the menfolk were s ittin g  together and taklrg tea  
in another part of the garden*

One of the most strik in g of the guests was an elderly Moham

medan who was accompanied hy h is  w ife and two daughters. He is  
a t a l l  imposing figure with a face kin d ly, thoigh powerful, a 
strong Roman nose, and white hair and long beard. He i s  a man of 
Western education, speaking English aid French flu e n tly , has served 
fo r  many years as a judge in  a Native S ta te , and has been the 
friend and confidant o f h is Rajah. A couple o f years ago he came 
under Gandhi's Influence, and was converted by him to the National

i s t  movement. As a consequence he has given ip a l l  h is fin e  
clothes and wears simple homespun, and by his p o lit ic a l  a c t iv it ie s  
has lo st his Government pension. One evenirg as I cams into  
the drawing-room I noticed him in eager conversation with another 
man as in terestin g as him self. The la t t e r  was for ten years a 
missionary in the Brahmo Samaj movement (a sort o f Hineu Protestant

ism), but had l e f t  th is  fo r  the Christian Church. X joined cqyself 
to them* anti listen ed  to  the conversation, which I  record in 
substance i f  not in le t t e r .

"Poo', miracles'." the old gentleman was saylrgj "the miracles 
of C h rist are merely legends that have grown around hlsname and 
teaching. Take the story o f the fiv e  loaves and two fish e s;  
eve*ybo<3y knows that in the East bread is  used (symbolically fo r
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wisdom* the s t a ff  of the sp iritu a l l i f e »  The ignorant compilers 
of the Oospel incidents confused the symbol with the fa c t« 1*

Shortly a fte r  th is we were joined by one of h is daughters* a 
dark* hanlsome young lady of twenty with a vigorous character and 
passionate convictions« The discussion had d rifte d  to  a comparison 
between the characters o f Mohammed and Christ« "You must admit*" 
said the Brahmin Christian (or Ch ristian  Brahmin)* "that the 
character o f Jesus displays greater love than th at o f your Prophet«" 
The g irl*  s dark eyes flashed angrily« " I  don* t  think it* s a t a l l  
fa ir *"  she retorted; "people are always saying that Jesus was more 
loving than Mohammed* I t  is  because they don* t  understand« The 
love o f Jesu s was of a d iffe re n t kinds i t  was the sweet* tender 
love o f a mothen Mohammed* s was the strong* v ir ile *  almost fie rce  
love o f a father»"

"But look at Christ* s denunciation of the Pharisees*” was the 
reply! "His love combined the tenderness of a mother's and the 
strength o f a father* s«"

Now we were joined by the g irl*  a mother, "What are you 
discussing so vehemently?" she asked« "Which is  the greatest -  
a mother's love or a father* s?" said the g ir l«  "Oh* a mother' a 
of oourse," said the new-comer* who* by the way* has a sense of 
humour unusual in Eastern women« Of oourse the father protested  
and appealed to the other fathers present* and the discussion  
terminated in a general bantering between the husbands and wives 
present -  eaoh claiming the superiority of the love of th e ir kind«
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To calm the atmosphere, the g i r l ,  who has a b e a u tifu l v o ice , was 
asked to sin g , which she readily agreed to do without any fussing  
or fa ls e  modesty*

A nephew of t h is  old Mohammedan gentleman was also of the 
party, a yeuj"g fellow  o f about eighteen* He surprised me by 
remarking that he had read and enjoyed "The % o is t ,"  and further 
by revealing on the la s t  day o f hla v i s i t  that he had brought a 
v io lin  with him and was assiduously practising & rondo by some 
Ita lia n  composer* And, speaking o f music, one lady told me she 
had been harmonising some Bengal airs with parts for two v io lin s ,

1 ce llo  and piano* This surprised me much* Eastern music is  
devoid o f  harmony -  I t  I s ,  as you might say, one-dimensional, -  
and in this attempt to en rich  i t s  (to  us) weird melodies by harmony 
and counterpoint one sees again something of the fusion th at is  
taking place between elements so dissim ilar and givin g rise  to a 
new kind of culture*

Perhaps nothing that I  heard better Illu s tr a te s  th is  fusion  
than a conversation that I  heard taking place between two o f the 
children of the p arty, cue a Hindu, the other, X think, a Mohammedan* 
The former was a bright l i t t l e  g i r l  of ten, w ith bobbed h air and an 
English frock| the other a b eau tifu l dark-haired g i r l  of sixteen  
dressed in a wSaadlw and sandals* The conversation was as fo llo w st-

Ten Years to Sixteeni Have you taken your Matrle»?

Sixteen} No* X was ready t o , and was Ju st going t o , but —

Tent But what?

Sixteen} V e i l ,  you see, X Joined the Non-Co-operatlon party
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and had to leave school.

Ten* Why so?

Sixteen; Because, you see, I t  was a Government school..........

(Later)

Ten (Hindu, s tr ic tly  vegetarian)* Are you a vegetarian? 
Sixteen (Mohammedan)* Ho.

Ten (with h o rrifie d , and eager cu riosity)* Then do you eat

meat?

Sixteen; Why, yes, of course.

Ten* Bo you eat cows?

Sixteen; Y e s.

Ten: And goats?

Sixteen* Y es.

Ten* And rabbits? %

Sixteen* Yes*

Ten* And fish ?

Sixteen* Y es.

Ten* Don* t  you think it*  s cruel to k i l l  animals?

Sixteen* Perhaps so. I don* t  know. But it* s the custom, 
and I eat what* s given me without making a f u s s . . . . *

(Later)

Ten* Have you read "A lice in Wonderland"?

Sixteen* Yes*

Ten* And "The Looking-Glass" ?

Sixteen* Y e s . . . . .
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sSM so on, with "Macbeth” , "Hamlet", "Midsummer Night’ s Dream",

Y e s , Sixteen had read them a l l?  and I could see from Ten* e 
expression that acquaintance with these people -  especially Peter 
Pan • went far to covering up the crime o f eating cows and go a ts, 
and would be counted unto her as righteousness.****

"What do you think of I t  a ll? "  I asked a barrister from 
Bombay*

"W ell," he replied with le g a l caution, " I f  you ask me, I  th lh k  both sides are wrong."

"And what do yoq think o f It?" I  demanded of the Himalayan 
seer. "W ell," he rep lied , " I  think i t  w ill lead to great trouble 
and violence and disorderj but out of that chaos -  as at the 
beginning o f the world -  there w ill  be born a new In d ia."

*and "Treasure Island” , and, most Important o f a l l ,  "Peter Pan".

4





GANDHI IN HU SOW,

Li J  £C*jt- tAJtJ lx* ,

*i ■¿
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I t  Is  no uncommon thing to hear Mahatma Gandhi referred to  
by h is  followers as "The C h rist o f India'*» To a Christian* of 
course th is  phrase sounds absurd* not to say blasphemous; but to 
the average Indian who knows about the Nazarene prophet only by 
hearsay there are s u ffic ie n t external resemblances to  account fo r  
the use o f th is t i t le «  I t  is  not alone the simple and saintly  
l i f e  o f the Mahatma* h is reputation amongst the ignorant as a 
miracle-worker, h is personal attraction* h is b e lie fs  in non-violence 
that suggest th is  comparison. In the p o lit ic a l  situation  also in  
which he find s himself there are not a few striking* i f  su p erficial*  
resemblances to  that in which C h rist liv e d . But* however p a ra lle l  
the p o lit ic a l  situation may sem  to be* there is  one great difference  
that must present i t s e l f  to the mind of any thoughtful person. In 
the incident of the tribu te money and the payment o f taxes to Caesar 
i t  would seem that Christ* a position was the very opposite of 
Gandhi* sr doctrine of non-co-operation w ith Imperial Government. 
"Render unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and to God the 
things which are God* sM : is  not th is  the exact opposite of Gandhi's 
teaching?

I was fortunate enough to have a long conversation with Mr, 
Gandhi on th is  and other matters a few days before he was sentenced 
to six  years* Imprisonment. He waa already in prison at 
Ahmedabad when I v isite d  him* and was awaiting hie fin a l t r ia l  before 
the a ssise s .



Ho anfl his fellow -prisoner -  Mr. Barker, the printer of 
"Yourg; Ind ia" -  were comfortably accommodated with a pleasant 
verandah space opposite their c e l l s ,  which were scrupulously clean 
and roomy. When I arrived the Mahatma was holding a sort o f levee 
on the verandah and was surrounded by a group of re la tiv e s and 
followers* He seemed in the best of s p ir its , and was obviously 
the l i f e  and soul of thd party. After a while h is  friends retired  
and -  except for the gaoler -  we were l e f t  alone to our discussion* 

We came to the subject of non-co-operation* I asked him i f  -  
in view of the answer C h ris t gave In the incident o f the trib u te  
money -  he did not think the policy o f non-co-operation was contrary 
to Chrl st* s teaching,

•'Not being a C h ristia n ", he rep lied , " I  am not bound to 
ju s tify  my action by Christian p rin cip le s .*  But, as a matter of 
f a c t , in th is  case I do not think there is  any indication that 
C h rist was against the principle of non-co-operation* I  think  
His words show that He was fo r it" *

" I  do not understand", I  protested, "Surely the meaning is  
quite c le a r . 1 Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar* s* 
means that i t  is  our duty to pay to  the c i v i l  auth orities what is  
th eir due. I f  i t  doesn’ t  mean t h a t , what does i t  mean?"

Gandhi* s Exnlanati on.

"C h rist never answered a question in a simple and l i t e r a l  
manner," replied Mr. Gandhi. "He always gave in His rep lies more

than was expected, something deeper -  some general principle I t
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was so in th is  case* Here He does not mean a t a ll  whether you 
must or must not pay taxes* He means something far more than 
t h is . When He says ’ Give back to  Caesar the things which are 
Caesar* s’ , He is  stating a law. I t  means” -  and here the Mahatma 
waved his hand as though putting something from him -  " I t  means 
*Glve hook to Caesar what i s  h is  -  i .e * ,  I  w ill  have nothing to do 
with it* • In this incident C h rist enunciated the great law -  
which He exemplified a l l  His l i f e  -  of refusing to co-operate with  
e v i l .  When Satan said to Him, *Bow down and worship me* -  l . e .  
co-operate with me -  then He said *Get thee behind me, Sa ta n .*

When the crowds round Him wanted to take Him fey force and make Him 
a m ilitary  king He refused to co-operate with them as th e ir  method 
was e v il :  they wanted Him to  rely on fo r c e . C h rist’ s attitude  
against the authorItles was d e fia n t,” continued the Mahatma.

“ When P ila te  asked Him I f  He were king He answered ’ Thou sayest i t .*  
Is  not that treating authority with defiance? He called Herod 
’ that fox.* Was that lik e  co-operation with authorities? And 
before Herod He would not answer a word* In short, He refused to  
co-operate with him: and so I refuse to  co-operate with the B r itis h  
Government*”

"B u t,” I  said , "surely i t  is  our duty in th is  imperfect world 
to co-ope rate with what i s  good in individuals and in s t it u t io n s ."

11 As a man," said the Mahatma, " I  would gladly co-operate and 
be friends with Lord Heading; but I could not co-operate with  
him as the Viceroy, being a part o f a corrupt Government".
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A Satisfa cto ry government.

Protesting fu rth er, I said; "Granted the Government has 
made mistakes, yet you cannot surely say i t  is  wholly had; i f  
there is  miscarriage of ju stice  here and there, the broad fa s t  
remains th a t the 300 m illions of India are kept in a condition o f  
law and order* Are you against Government in  general? Gan you 
point out to me any Government on earth that is  fa u ltle s s  and 
would sa tis fy  you?"

"Yes," he replied at once* "Look a t .the Government o f 
Denmark. I  should be sa tis fie d  with such a Government. I t  re

presents the people; I t  does not exp lo it a conquered nation; i t  
is  e f f ic ie n t ;  the people under i t  are eultured, in te lle c tu a l, 
manly, contented, and happy; i t  supports no large army and navy 
to keep others in imperial subjection."

"B u t", I  answered, "do you think empires are inherently bad? 
Surely the Homan Empire was a b e n e fit to c iv ilis a tio n *  C h rist  
never said a word against i t  as far as we know,"

"Quite so," he rep lied , "but i t  was not His business to inveigh  
against Imperialism. Every great reformer has to struggle against 
the special e v il  of his ago* Jesus, Mohammed, Buddha, and in a 
leaser way Luther, had th eir own e v ils  and d i f f ic u lt ie s  to contend 
with peculiar to their age, So have we. Now i t  is  imperialism 
th at is  the great Satan of our tim es".

"So you are out to destroy the Empire?" I  asked.

" I  would not put I t  that way,*1 he answered» " I  only wish to  
destroy the Empire by creating a commonwealth. I  do not wish fo r



complete separation from England; we hare no r ig h t to  w ish fo r  
I t ."

"What i s  your d e fin itio n  of th is  oossaonwealth to  which India  
shall belong; what is  to be i t s  structure?"

" I t  is  to be a fellow ship of free nations joined together by 
the • s ilv e r  cords o f love#1 (I think i t  is  Lord. Sa lisb u ry's  
phrase.) Such a fellowship already e x is ts  fo r  many parts of the 
Empire* Look at South A fr ic a , what fin e  fellow s there are there*. 
A u stralia » fins fe llo w s. And hew Zealand -  a splendid land and 
a fin e  people*. I would have India enter freely Into such a fellow 

ship, and with the same rig h ts  o f equality for Indians as for other 
members of the CoaHaorxrealth*”

"But surely that is  ju st the very aim that the Government has 
for India; to become a self-governing unit in the Empire as soon 
as she i s  ready for the re sp o n sib ility . Is  not th is the whole 
meaning o f the Montagu reforms?"

nAh,‘* said the Mahatma, shaking h is head. " I  am afraid I  
do not believe in those reforms. When they were f i r s t  introduced 
I rejoiced and said to o ^ s e lf, 'Here aS la s t  is  a small ray of 
l i g h t  In the darkness -  just a small ohibk. • but I  w ill go forward 
to meet i t .*  1 welcomed i t }  I fought against ray own people to 
give i t  a fa ir  chance. I said th is  is  a sign of true repentance 
on the psrt of the Government. When the war broke out I went 
about speaking at recru iting meetings, because I thought the Gov

ernment did ro sily  mean to give us what they promised. I t  i s
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only a sm all b egin n in g , I th ou gh t, but I  w ill  w ait and see, I  
w ill  humble m yself, Eunice myself small to go through th is  narrow 
opening* But events have changed me. Then came the Punjab 
a tr o c itie s , then the K h alifat question, a.M fin a lly  a l l  the 
repressive actio n  of the Government, and now X can believe in the 
reforms .no longer. They were a mere b lin d , a camouflage, to

prolong the agony# That is  why I c a ll  the Government satanlc and

why I refuse to  co-operate with i t  in any way."

The Khadl Gas&j&i&n.

From the subject of non-co-operation the conversation passed 
naturally enough to the question of the boycott o f foreign goods 
and the great khadl (or home-spin) campaign* Here the Mahatma* s 
face l i t  up, h is  eyes shone with enthusiasm. "Of a l l  my plans 
and fo ib le s , of a ll  ray weaknesses and fanaticism s, or whatever 
you lik e to  c a ll them, khsdi is  my pet one," "T his," he said, 
touching the rough homespun shawl over h is  shoulder, " th is  is  
sacred clo th . Think what i t  means. Imagine the thousands and 
hundreds o f thousands o f homes in the famine areas. When the 
famine comes they are stricken down; they are h e lp le ss. They 
do nothing in th eir home a -  can do nothing -  they wait and die f  
I f  I can introduce the spinning-wheel Into these homes th e ir  liv e s  
are assured; they can earn enoqgh money with the sale of their  
home-spin to tide them over the famine,

"This coarse s tu ff ,"  he went on, fingering i t  g e n tly , almost 
caressin gly, " i s  dearer and fin er to me than the so fte st s ilk s  o f
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Japan. Through i t  I am bound nearer to m illions o f my humble 
and starving countrymen. Look at the oloth you are wearirg," 
and he pointed to my white maohlne-made serge, "when you buy that 
you put one or two annas into the hand of the workman and six  or 
seven into the pocket o f the c a p it a lis t . Nov look at mine» A ll  
the money I  spend on t h is  goes straigh t into the hands of the poor -  
to the weaver, the spinner, and the carder, « and not a pice into 
the hands of the rioh man. To know th is f i l l s  me w ith a heavenly 
jo y . I f  I can act thus, i f  I can introduce the spinning-wheel 
into every oottage in  India, then I shall be sa tisfie d  for t h is  
l i f e }  I could go on with my o th e r‘schemes in my next i f  i t  pleased 
God.11

"What do you me an?" I  asked, not quite sure o f the d r i f t  of 
his la s t remarks. "You think we come back again to th is  earth?"

"Y es," he replied* " I  thinfc we a l l  come back here again i f  
we are not pure enou£$i to go to heaven. You see," he went on, 
s m ilin g » " i t  i s  the same principle we were talking about before* 
’ Render unto Caesar the th in g s which are Caesar's1 -  the body 
must give back to  the earth the things that are of the earth before 
the soul can give I t s e l f  absolutely to  Gods or, rather, the soul 
must refuse to co-opcrate with the things of th is  earth} i t  must 
become cjilte free from any earthly desires and entanglements."

The K illin g  of Animals.

"And do you believe animals have souls too?"

"O f course," he rep lied , " I t  i s  the same with them} they.
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to o , must learn to  give back to Caesar the things which are 
Caesar* s . That I s  wlgr as Hindus we do not k i l l  animals. We 
leave them free to vortc out th eir own d e stin ie s."

"Then you think It  Is  wrong to  k i l l  even such things as snakes,

scorpions, sand centipedes?"
"Tea," he said , "we never k i l l  them at our Ashram. I t  I s  a 

high stage 1» the development o f the soul to fe e l a love for a l l  
humanity, but i t  is  a higher stage s t i l l  to fe e l a heart of love 
fo r  every liv in g  th in g. I  confess," he went on, "that I have not 
reached th is  stage. I  s t i l l  fe e l afraid when I actually see these 
creatures come near me. I f  we have no fear at a l l ,  I do not think 
they w ill  hsrm u s."  ( I  might mention here an incident related  
to  me by one of Gandhi’ s follow ers. At evening prayer one day at 
hie Ashram a cobra came through the dusk and crawled r ig h t on to  
1ft*. Gandhi, ra isin g  it s  head in front o f him. His follow ers were 
going to  oat oh i t ,  but he signed to them to be s t i l l .  He remained 
motionless himself and the r e p tile  slid  over his knees and went back

in to  the garden.)
" I  met an Englishm an once," continued the Mahatma, s t i l l  on 

the subject of our rela tio n  to  the animal world. "He was a veter

in ary surgeon and had a wonderful way w ith animals. We were v isitin g  
a house together, and suddenly a giga n tic brute of a dog rushed 
towards u s , fie rce  as a l i o n , and raised himself up ‘almost to  the 
height of a man as he flu n g him self a t  u s. I was p e trifie d  with 
fe a r , but the Englishm an went forward to meet i t  as i t  charged, and 
embraced i t  without a trace of fe a r . I t s  anger evaporated a t once
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and I t  began wagging i t s  ta il«  I t  impressed me very much; that 
Is  the true way of meeting animals by non-resistance."

"But do you not think a man* s l i f e  is  worth more than an 
animals« Take you rself now« You are the leader o f a great 
movement which you believe to be for the good of your country« 
Supposing you were confronted by a crocodile and you could only 
escape by injuring i t ,  would not you think your duty and responsi

b i l i t y  as a leader were more important then the l i f e  of that 
re p tile ?”

"No, 1 should say -  or le a st I ought to  say -  to th is  crocodile, 
'Your need Is greater than mine,f and le t  i t  devour me. You see, 
our l i f e  does not fin is h  w ith the death of the body. Bod knows 
a l l  8bout it«  We none of us know what w ill happen next. I f  X 
escaped the crocodile I could not escape the fla sh  of ligh tn in g  
that might come next minute."

"But surely," I  urged, "a man* a soul is  d iffe re n t from that 
of a crocodile -  i f  i t  has one at a l l .  You rerasmber what 
Chesterton says about i t ,  'When a man is  taking h is sixth whiskey 
and soda, an3 is  beginning to lose control over h im self, you come 
up to him and give him a friendly tap on the shoulder and say,

"Be e, man." * But when the crocodile is  fin ish in g  h i a sixth  
missionary do not step up to i t  and tap It  or* the back and say,

*Be a cro co d ile ,' Doesn't th is  show a man has an ideal in him 
to strive a fte r In a way no animal has?"

"True," said the Mahatma laughing, "there is a difference  
between the souls of men and of animals. Animals liv e  in a sort
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of perpetual trancej but mac can wake up and become conscious 
of God• God says, as i t  were, to man 'Look up and worship Me; 
you are made in My image«' "

The Souls of Animals«

"And the souls of animals, where do they come from?" I queried, 
"So you think the soul of a man can become the soul of an animal?"

"Y es," he replied* "X think a l l  these horrible and e v il  
creatures are inhabited by the souls of men who have gone wrong * 
snakish men, greedy, unmerciful cro co d ile  men, aril so on*"

"But look at the In fin ite  number of animals, the countless 
m illions upon m illions of in se cts , to mention only one group of 
the animal kingdom: are they a l l  souls -  the mosquitos, the send* 
f l i e s ,  the microbes?"

"Who are we," he answered to set a lim it to God* s sphere of 
action: are there not countless other suns and planets in th is  
universe ?"

I t  was time fo r me to go, for X had another appointment, so 
at th is  point 1 rose to take my leave, X went to  the edge of 
the l i t t l e  carpet on the verandah where we had been s ittin g  and 
began to put on my shoes (for I had removed them , Eastern fashion, 
being in a maimer h is guest)«

As X l i f t e d  one shoe X saw a spider in i t ,

"See," X said to him, laughlx$3, as X shook out the loathsome 
th in g, and, r e sistin g  the impulse to  crush i t ,  l e t  i t  run away* 
"Look; i t  has been sent me, as a temptation, to try i f  X have

profited by your sermon*"
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He laughed -  he has an in fectio u s and hearty laugh * and said, 

"Yes, a spider may he a great matter* Don’ t  you remeiriber the 
story of Mohammed and the spider?*

I confessed my Ignorance, wondering vaguely i f  he had go t  
the story muddled up with Robert Bruce*

• "Y es,'1 he said, "one day Mohammed was fle e in g from h is enemies 
in great danger* In desperation he turned into a sort o f cave 
in the rock* A few hours afterwards the pursuers came along*

’ Ah," said one, ’ l e t ’ s look in here} th is is  a lik e ly  place.*

’ No,1 replied the other, ’ he couldn’ t  be in here, fo r , see, there 
is  a spider' a web across the entrance.* Not re a lisin g  how recently  
i t  had been spun, they passed on, and so Mohammed escaped by the 
help of the spider and the w ill of Allah*"

While he had been te llin g  th is his friend and fellow -prisoner, 
Mr* Barker,  had tor ought him hi a churka or spinning-wheel* As I  
toad® "dood-bye" to the Mahatma he was Just “'s e t t lin g  down to the 
daily duty, shared by a ll  h i a followers (in  theory i f  not in  
p ra ctice ), of spinning or weaving a certain amount each day.

As I reached the end of the verandah I turned for a la s t  look* 
There was th is  utJ-assuming-looking l i t t l e  man, dressed with leas  
ceremony than the meanest c o o lie , squatting cross-legged in front 
of h is  churka, spinning away as contentedly as Mohammed’ s spider.

Was he, I  wondered, spinning a web that was to save the Indian peasant from the menace of an industrial system, unhinged w ith even a veneer of Ch ristian  e th ics; or was he himself caught in the cen tre of a v a s t web o f I l lu s io n s , spun from h is own extrao rd in ary



b r a in , in to  which he h a i drawn hundreds and thousands o f h is  ign oran t and © notional countrymen?
f i .  U . STANDING.





HOW Mil. £01)1 WAS AihtBd'fHDAiO) BROUGHT TO T H IO
{Praia ci 0 v/X*X* }{\hui t#dc\ n ivi ui*oi l X^ »Mr# Gandhi was a rre sted  on March 10th ab^ut 10.30 p.m* I t  took p la ce  q u ie t ly . t#We had had our s u s p ic io n s , ,f re la te d  one o f Gandhi’ s in n er c ir c le ,"end were m otoring out to  the ashram th a t evening to  he w ith the Mahatma* *-hoXj- we axxived v/o xouho. Mr.H eaiy , the p o lic e  superintendent - a lread y there w ith h is  o a r. lie was stan din g o u tsid e  the ashram. he very I o i .l t e ly  inform ed us th a t he had come to . a rr e s t Mr, Gandhi) and asked i f  he would k in d ly  t e l l  him .
*There is  no nurry, * he added. ’ hot him take h is  
time. * Sc we went in  and told  the Mahatma. The 
poop!oof th e Ashramt fo r  th e most p a r t} r e t ir e  early 
hut the news being sen t round a l l  the members collected  
together. fir. Gandhi then led  us in  h is  favourite  hymn. A fte r  th a t a l l  the members did th e ir  obeisance 
to him ¡and receiv ed  h is  b le s s in g . H is parting words 
were, ’ Work hard and t ir e  n o t. I”The t r i a l  before the D is t r ic t  M agistrate  took p la ce  a t noon the fo llo w in g  day in  th e Gom aissionar’ s O ffic e  The onlookers wore about s ix ty  in  number. They wore
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. p r a c t ic a lly  .a l l  Ind ians and ■ Mtiaimeümw, apny o f dienti p erson al fr ie n d s  and supporters o f  £¿r. úandUi»Kioot o f  then wore c lo th e s  find the Ghancihi cao»oforo tìio  M ari».strato..In  th e  contro o f th e  room vina the Mahatma s it t in g  in  a  c h a ir  b asiàe  I iis  young e o lie a g u e , lar» sküiker» A3 u su al he Vfora nothing savo Co* spetle*ítfiyolean  k h a d il, a garment uáidb amounts to  l i t ó l o  ¿nexo U u m  a lo  in -c io tt i i even lila  cand&l© had fa lle n  Irosi h is  xeet» fila  head2 too» was feote, and h is  cloco-oruppòd, g u s s ie d  iia ix  rev e a le d  Hie oontovirs o f  h is  s ìc u li, s'o t th e  most p a rt he hat th ere l ik e  a temase im age, n o tio n lo s»  save fo r  th© th in  wisp o f h a ir  about s ix  inch«« lo n g (the aS lx h a , ** a  s ig n  of iiinduism  -  l ik e  a a in iitu r o  p ig t a i l)  which s t ir r e d  r e s t le s s ly  in  the óreos from th e e le c t r ic  fa n
ills©  a  plume in  th e  ndLnd*ilia  whole demeanour was oa.hu and c a g n ifie d .H i« i s  a  fa c e  worth a proloaded stu d y, There i s  not a spare ounce o f fle s h , on i t ,  and ©very l in e  o f  h is  fe a tu re s  in d ic a te s  th e p ressu re and. moulding fo rc e  o f  th e r e s t le s s  s p ir it  w ithin» I t  i s  th e fa c e  o f a man who has given  up everythin g t© the l i f e  o f  the in t e l le c t  and w i l l . There was no tra c e  o f  an xiety  in  h is  exp ressio n , but Hie s e tt le d  lo o k  o f one who hue made up h is  m ind, counted th e c o s t , and tvhor* noth in g e x te rn a l can oh&p^e»
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Behind and quite near him sat several Indian 
lad ies| amongst them h is  w ife, She ha© a kind, simple, and motherly fa c e , not so in te lle c tu a l as h is , but with 
a singularly sweet and homely expression. Her sad looks 
betray the anxiety for him which he could not fe e l fo r  
him self, but her emotions were well under control.

321© t r i a l  was long-drawn-out, and fo r  the most

part the proceeding were r&thar dry and technical and th e ir  
content largely  imovci to those-present beforehand. !2hoy 
related mainly to seditious a r tic le s  and oorxespondeno® 
printed in  Gandhi*s paper "Young In d ia .”

‘Hie tr ia l was a a exilin g contrast to  that o f the 
A ll  brothers, which was characterised by much disorder and 
bad fe e lin g . Here «varything was carried on in a q u iet, 
d ig n ifie d  and gentlemanly manner on both sid es. Indeed 
i t  was hard to believe one wan witnessing m  event which 
would react in  somo lorn or other on m illions o f people a l l

over and beyond India. Jfiverything was so quiet, so subdued -  
so d u ll, one ought almost say s the quiet conversational tones o f  
the court o f f i c i a l s  and w itnesses, the ru stlin g  o f papers 
as f i l e s  'were consulted, subdued whisperings here and there 
in  the audience, the c lic k -c lic k  ox the typewriter, and the

ceaseless whirr o f the e le c tr ic  fa n s.

^popular  English O f f ic ia l .

Ihsr© was a s t i r  o f in terest when the C o llecto r \

o f tiio D is tr ic t  was called  as a witness. He had given the



warrant; fo r  Mr. Gandhi’ s arrest; and fo r  the search $ h isnewspaper o f f i c e . He was a t a i l ,  handsome, ty p ic a l E n g lish - man, over s ix  f e e t , w ith an open manly fa c e  and bull-ci.og c h in . He i s  a popular man in  s p ite  o f the extraordinary d i f f ic u lt y  o f ca rry in g  out Govememnt orders in  a d is a ffe c te d  a re a . "a  r e a l gantlem sn o f the old  t y p e ,”s a id  an In d ian  lad y to  me. • "He seems d ir ie r e n t from nubeto i the .English, one meets out h e re , sa id  another: Ksc courteous and p o lit e  to everyone, whatever rank or ra ce .He always ra.rJ.ncis me c f  being in  England. n Bits g e n ia l and co u rtly  manner su ffu se d  a glow o f good fe e lin g  in to  the room as lo n g as he was p re se n t. As he rose to go a t th e end o f h is  cross-exam in ation  he nodded a ffa b ly  to  Mr. Gandhi who sm iled in  retu rn  and acknowledged h is  s a lu te  in  the Eastern manner by “jo in in g  th e hands and bowing a l i t t l e . fh is  fr ie n d ly  r e la tio n  between the p riso n e r and th e man who had signed h is  warrant was one o f  the most s tr ik in g  fe a tu re s  o f the t r i a l .  One could  not but fe e l  th a t i f  e l l  B r it is h o fi'ie ie ls  and army o f f ic e r s  had m is  man’ s g e n ia l and fr ie n d ly  manner towards Indians r t  would help  more th  an si vhole Blue-book f u l l  o f the c o n s titu tio n a l reform s towards s e t t lin g  th e In d ian  q u estion  -  which i s  in  the la s t  a n a ly s is  a r a c ia l one.



She Priaoner* s y e si.Xh© proceedings la s te d  about fo u r  hours* At th e co n clu sio n  o f th e  evidence the p riso n e r «as ashed i f  he had iujy th in g  to  ©®y, M  a© r e p lie d ; ” 1 sim p ly wish to state  th a t when the proper tim e ooface l  s h a ll p lead  g u ilty  so f a r  as d ls u f;?A ctio n  to th e Government i s  con cern ed .ff¿hi pausing moment occurred towards the end whan the 
magistrate was applying to Mr* Gandhi fo r  d e ta ils  as to 
h is  person.

Age? -  ¿‘¿fty -th re e .C aste? r Hindu Bahia*
Qooupation? -  farmer and weaver.A t i t t e r  o f  serrineat wont round a t th is *  fo r  of 

coux-se i t  was a reference to  the welioknowu p o licy of hoae- 
spun which Gandhi has inaugurated.

$kit>r& was a dramatic moment, to o , towards the ond 
caused by the e n t r e e o f  the famous Indian poetess AUd 
N ation alist leader, Sa ro jln i Baidu. Ghe had set o f f  at  
once from ¿Oiaer on hearing o f the Mahatma’ s arrest and 
travelled  a l l  ndght and oarae in  haste stra ig h t up from the 
sta tio n . She i s  a great friend and devotee o f the Mahatma. 
&i*rijCLngly handsome anct ta s te fu lly  dressed, she has a presence 
and a ir  that would hsr oonepiouous in  any oorapany. 
dhe came stra ig h t into the room and walked up to the baok 
o f the prisoner’ s ch air. Xhe Mahatma turned round, obviously



touched •!$' her lo y a lty  in omin$ vt ¿.«.ah inconvenience’ saA^ iissi-fei She se ise d  Iris fe&nde sM  pieced them on h«r closed  'eyes ** 4* token o f  a ffe c t io n  and reverence*
-hen Hie hoaxing was over the m agistrate and 

o ¿he»’. court G ifle ia X s retisreAi Xcrving Kr • Sandhi with 
h is  frie n d s, with «he» ha -talked and ehatr.ed with an** 
af£ooted fcaeerfaln csa*P la n ta r  o f  gJLie f o r  d e a lin g , *

I  had v isite d  h i»  ones or twice at h is  Aahrata 
socae months a^o and had le n t h ia so»» book», On seeing

me there he nodded and auidi 3I  have not been able to  
ra&d those books y e t, but l  have th.esa with ate in  prison* 
l  »h all read Vim. now,3* he added la n d in g , "ns X sh all 
have plenty of tjU.se .for reading at la s t . * tfithat5 was the 
book you len t?* sold a friend o f h is  to ise shortly a fte r -««&#&&, "was d a lle : ¿3 C JŜ xQei QX& ■4UV,V»£ -> ÎOuJ3.i/ * i*,<? IfBE i ,w X rep lie d ? nhhy do you ask ?" t?0h, beonuea X saw a book o f th a t t i t l e  in  h is  p riso n  to o » t h is  m orning, * A fte r  he had been about h a lf  &n hour witra h is  
frien d s, Hie polioo «uptkintsndcsit returned, lore you 
r a a d y ? 'st h o  « a i d  p o l i t e l y ,  u l i a o s b  d o f o r o m tia lly *  " f e e ,q u it e ,” r e p lie d  Hr* Sandhi c h e e r fu lly , a h&adsomo bdtoler X-mdau wan w aitin g a t th e door, p laced  a t  M b d isp o sa l by 
a r ic h  ooti;on-.uilX  owner, who i s  a personal frien d , o f h is  (,in s p ite  o i the KidiutcioPis p o lic y  or iM-xiiu**spun}« raid. s o .
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fför̂ rouaded toy n í a friendo, la -fee tra n sie n t luxury o f a £2,000 J in n ie r , tins l i t t l e  xaan Hi a lo in  cloth  vanished from f& ght; bacfc to  p riso n  unti the iseaustni
on the Mount,



HOW MR« foytDX >fAd AHHliiiSSlSPABg Bauuaag i 'q  m i* b

(From a C orresp on d en t.)Ahmedabad, ¿larch 15 t h *
Mr. Sieifidbi was a rre sted  on March 10th about 10.30 p .m . I t  took p la ce  q u ie t ly , "he had had our su sp icio n s j " r e la te d  cue o f Sandhi*a in n er c i r c le , wancl were M otoring cu t to  the /ashram th a t evening to

be with the Mahatma# when we arrived w© found iir. 
iie&dy, the p o lice superintendent, already' there with 
h is car. He was standing outside the .̂ ahrom» He 
very jo lit e ly  JLni'ozmed us that he had come to arrest  
Mr. Sandhi, and asked i f  he would kindly t o l l  him. 
*ilhex© i s  no hurry, * he added, *Let him take h is

time* * Oo we went in  and told  the Mahatma* the 
peopleof the. Ashram, t o r  the most p a rt, re tiro  early  
but the news being sent round a l l  the members collected  
together* Mr. dandhi then led us in  h is favourite  
hymn* A fter that a l l  the members did th eir obeisance 
to him auu received h is  b lessin g. ills parting words

were, * ¡¿ori hard and t ir e  not, ?
She t r i a l  before the d is t r ic t  M agistrate took

place a t noon the follow ing day in  the Gowmissloner*s O ffice*  
Xhe onlookers wore about six ty  in  number* They were
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p ra c tic a lly  a l l  Indians and Mohammedans, many o f whom 
were personal friends and supporters o f Mr. Gandhi.

Most o f them wore khaki clothes and the Ghandhi cap.

Before the M agistrate,

In the centre o f the room was the Mahatma s it t in g  in  a chair beside h is  young colleague, Mr. Banker. 
As usual he wore no tiling save "L in go t!” (of sp otlessly  
clean khadl), a garment which amounts to l i t t l e  wore than 
a lo in -c lo th ; even h is  sandals had fa lle n  from h is  fe e t . 
His head, too, was bare, and ills close-cropped, grizzled  
h air revealed the contours o f h is  sk u ll. S' or th e  most

part he sat* there lik e  a bronze image, motionless save fo r  
the th in  wisp o f h a ir about s ix  inches long (the S ik h s ,R 
a sign o f Hinduism - lik e  a miniature p ig ta il)  which 
stirred  r e s t le s s ly  in  the breess from the e le c tr ic  fan  
lik e  a plume in  the wind.

His whole demeanour was calm and d ig n ifie d .

His is  a face worth a prolonged stu d y . There is  not a 
spare ounce o f fle sh  on I t ,  and every lin e  o f h is  features in d ic a te s  the pressure and moulding force o f the re stle ss  
s p ir it  w ithin. I t  is  the face o f a man who has given up 
everything to the l i f e  o f th e  in te lle c t  and w ill . There 
was no trace o f anxiety in h is expression, but the se ttle d  
look o f one who has made up h is  mind, counted the co st, 
and whom nothing external can change.



3Behind and q u ite  near him sa t se v e ra l Ind ian la d ie s $ amongst them h is  w ife , She has a k in d , sim p le , and m otherly fa c e , not so in t e lle c t u a l as h is , but w ith a s in g u la r ly  sweet and homely exp ressio n . Her sad looks betray the an xiety fo r  him which he could not fe e l  fo r  h im s e lf, but her emotions were « a ll  under c o n tro l,The t r i a l  was long-draw n-out, and fo r  the meet p a rt th e proceeding were ra th e r dry and te c h n ic a l and th e ir  content la r g e ly  known, to  those present beforehand. They r e la te d  m ainly to  se d itio u s  a r t ic le s  and correspondencep rin te d  in  Gandhi’ s paper nYoung In d ia ,"The t r i a l  was a s tr ik in g  co n tra st to  th a t o f the A li  b ro th ers, which was ch a ra cte rise d  by much d iso rd er and bad fe e lin g *  Here everyth in g was c a rrie d  on in  a q u ie t , d ig n ifie d  and gentlem anly manner on both s id e s . Indeed i t  was hard to  b e lie v e  one was w itn essin g an. event which would re a c t in  some fo ra  or o th er on m illio n s  o f people a l l  over and beyond In d ia . Everything was so q u ie t , so subdued - so d u ll , one mugnt alm ost say & th e q u ie t co n versatio n al tones o f the oo\irt o f f i c i a l s  and w itn esses, th e  r u s tlin g  o f papers as f i l e s  were co n su lted , subdued w hisperings here and th ere in  the audien ce, th e  o lic k - c iio k  o f the ty p e w rite r, end the ce a se le ss  w hirr o f th e e le c t r ic  fa n s .APopular B u llis h  O f f i c i a l .1‘here was a s t i r  o f in te r e s t  when the C o lle c to ro f th e D is t r ic t  was c a lle d  as a w itn ess. He had given  the



warrant .tor Mr. GandM *s a r r e s t and fo r  th e search a M snevfspapox o f f i c e , He was a t a l i ,  handsome, ty p ic a l E n glish man, over s ix  f a c t , w ith an open Manly fa c e  and b u ll-d o g  c h in . Me 1» a j;o p u lar man in  s p ite  o f th e extraord in ary d i f f ic u lt y  o f ca rry in g  out Grovemocint orders In  a u io - ax m eted  BX68. **a  ¿’S3 l E n g lish  gentlem an o f th e o ld  ty p o , **s&ld an In d ian  lad y to  me# "He aeons d iffe r e n t  from m ist o f th e English. one m eets out h e re , a a ld  another. "so courteous and p o lit e  to everyone, whatever rank o r ra.Cc»He always reminds <ae o f  being in  ¿¿igiaud. * ills  g e n ia l « id  co u rtly  manner su ffu sed  a glow o f good fe e lin g  in to  the room as lo n g as he was present» a s  he rose to  go a tth e end o f h ie  exo ea- «Egm ia&tio» he nodded a ffa b ly  to  Mr, Sandhi ratio sm iled In  retu rn  and aoiuiowi edged h is  s a lu te  tn  the E astern  manner by jo in in g  th e  hands and bowing al i t t l e * SSilii fr ie n d ly  rela tio n  between the prleoner and 
the man who had signed h is  warrant was one o f  the most 
strid in g features o f  the tr ia l*  One could not but fe e l  
that i f  a l l  BriisLahoffioials and arny o ffic e r s  had 1his 
man»s genial and frien d ly  manner towards Indiana i t  would 
help more than a  »hoi© Blue-bcuh f u l l  o f  the ccn stltu tlo n al 
reforms towards s e ttlin g  the Indian question -  which is  in  
the la s t  analysis a r a c ia l one.



-  5 ~

The P rigon er *s J e s t ,The proceedings la s te d  about Tour hours. A tthe co n clu sio n  o f th e  evidence the p riso n e r was asked i f  he had anything to say* He r e p lie d : *1 sim ply wish to  s ta te  th a t when th e  proper tim e comes I  s h a ll p lead  g u ilty  so fa r  as d is a ffe c t io n  to the Government i s  concerned*,fAn amusing moment occurred towards the enei when th e  m agistrate  was applyin g to  Kr* Gandhi fo r  d e ta ils  as toh is  person.Age? -  f if t y - t h r e e .C aste? -  Hindu Santa*Occupation? -  farm er and weaver.
a  t i t t e r  o f merriment wont round a t  t h is , fo r  of course i t  was a referen ce  to  th e wellojcnown p o lic y  o f home- spun which Gandhi has in au gu rated .'.Chore was a dram atic moment, to o , towards the end caused by the entrance o f  the famous In d ian  p oetess and N a tio n a lis t lo a d e r , S a r o jin i Haidu. She had s e t o f f  a t once from Aimer on h earin g o f th e  Mahatma’ s a rre st and tr a v e lle d  a l l  naght and came in  h aste  s tr a ig h t  up from the s ta tio n , she i s  a gro at ffie n d  and devotee o f the Mahatma. S tr ik in g ly  handsome and t a s t e fu lly  d ressed ,sh e has a presence and a i l1 th a t would make her conspicuous in  any company.She came s tr a ig h t in to  the room and walked up to the back o f th e p ris o n e r ’ s c h a ir . The Mahatma turned round, obviously



touched by her lo y a lty  in  coming a t such inconvenience and h a s te . She se ise d  h is  hands and .-laced them on her clo sed  eyes * a token o f a ffe c t io n  and reveren ce.when the h earin g was over th e  m agistrate  and o th er court o f f i c i a l s  r e t ir e d , le a v in g  Mr. Gandhi w ith h is  fr ie n d s , w ith whom he ta lk e d  and ch atted  w ith una ffe c te d  ch e e rfu ln e ss .P le n ty  o f tim e fo r  Heading. «
1 had v is ite d  him once or tw ice a t h is  Ashram some months ago and had le n t  him some books. On seeingme th ere  he nodded and said ? «1 have not been ab le to  read those books y e t , but I  have them w ith me in  p riso n .I  s h a ll read them now ,* he added la u g h in g , !,as I  s h a ll have p le n ty  o f tim e fo r  read ing a t la s t .«  »what was the book you len t?*1 sa id  a fr ie n d  o f h is  to  me sh o rtly  a ft e r wards. «was i t  c a lle d  ’ She Sermon on the Mount*fv "K o ,w I  rep lie d ? «why do you ask?« "oh, because 1 saw a book o f th a t t i t l e  in  h is  p riso n  room th is  m orn in g.«A fte r  he had been about h a lf  an hour w ith h is  fr ie n d s , the p o lic e  superintendent retu rn ed . «are you ready?« he sa id  p o lit e ly , alm ost d e fe r e n tia lly . «Yes, q u ite , 1 re p lie d  Mr. Gandhi c h e e r fu lly . A handsome Dalaier landau was w aitin g a t  the door, p laced a t  h is  d isp o sa l by a r ic h  c o tto n -m ill owner, who i s  a p erson al fr ie n d  o f h is  (in  s p ite  o f the Mahatma * s p o lic y  o f hand-spun). And s o ,
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surrounded by h id  fr ie n d s , in  th e tra n sie n t luxury o f a £2,ouu JQaim ler, the l i t t l e  man in  a  lo in  ©loth vanished from s ig h t: bank to  p riso n  and th e Sermon on tiie  Mount.
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