
Seattle University Seattle University 

ScholarWorks @ SeattleU ScholarWorks @ SeattleU 

Manuscripts, ca. 1921-ca.1966; n.d., Edwin 
Mortimer Standing 

Series II: Literary Productions, ca. 1919-1979; 
n.d. 

July 2022 

Box 07, Folder 37 - "I First Meet the Dotteressa" (E.M.S.) Box 07, Folder 37 - "I First Meet the Dotteressa" (E.M.S.) 

Edwin Mortimer Standing 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Standing, Edwin Mortimer, "Box 07, Folder 37 - "I First Meet the Dotteressa" (E.M.S.)" (2022). Manuscripts, 
ca. 1921-ca.1966; n.d., Edwin Mortimer Standing. 30. 
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts/30 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Series II: Literary Productions, ca. 1919-1979; n.d. at 
ScholarWorks @ SeattleU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Manuscripts, ca. 1921-ca.1966; n.d., Edwin 
Mortimer Standing by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ SeattleU. 

https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-seriestwo
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-seriestwo
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts?utm_source=scholarworks.seattleu.edu%2Fstanding-manuscripts%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.seattleu.edu/standing-manuscripts/30?utm_source=scholarworks.seattleu.edu%2Fstanding-manuscripts%2F30&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


I  f i r s t  met the D o tto re s s  In B areclo n a  In 1921 and u n t i l  she d ie d  in  1952 was in  c o n s ta n t to u ch  w ith  h e r  c o l la b o r a t in g  in  one way or o th e r .Wehn one t r i e s  to  s in g le  out the most dom inating fe a t u r e  in  h er c h a r a c te r  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  do so fp r  though h e r  g e n iu s  had many f a c e t s  they were so h arm on iously  combined none seemd to  dom inate .S h e  was f o r  im stn ace alm ost u n b e lie v a b le  o r ig l a n a l  and fe cu n d  in  her id e a s  . I  have heard h e r  le c t u r e  hundreds o f tim es -  vexyxcsffcsjixH&xiEliBxaacHBaxanabE^SEfc b u t n ever h ea rd  he re p e a t a 1le c t u r e  even i f  i t  was on th e  same s u b je c t  as she had. Lectured b e o fr e  many tim es . Always each le c t u r e  was an ev en t w ith  som ething q u it e  new in  i t  .Of h er i t  c o u ld  be s a id  more than anyoneAge c o u ld  n o t w ith e r  n o r cutom s t a l e  her I n f i n i t e  v a r ie t y  .A s  i s  common to  persons o f  g e n iu s in  any sphere she seemd to  see problem s as though e n v isa g e d  from  an e x tr a  dim ensions , and as is  o ft e n  the c a s e  w ith  such p erson s she seemd to  d ir e c t  h er co u rse  o f l i f e  by a m y sterio u s EKKfcaai co $ a ss  n o t known to  o r d in a ry  p e o p e l .O r  perhaps i t  would be b e t t e r  to  say th a t  w ith  h er th e r e  was fen a s lg u l a r  d egree 1 a d i v l b l t y  th a t  shaped her ends rough hew them how she m ight .Thus f o r  in s tn a c  e ,  though she i s  known in  every cou n try  o f th e  wofcld fo r  h e r work in  e d u c a tio n  a s  a young woman rjShe o fte n  s a id  she w ould r a th e r  be a n y th in g  than a te a c h e r  .And in  f a c t  sh »x a f t e r  p ro b in g  o th e r  p o s s i n i l i t i e s  she d e cie d  to  become a d o cto r o f m ed icin e  .A t  th a t  tim e i s  was an unheard o f th in g  in  Rome f o r  a woman stu d y f o r  a m e d ica l d egree . But she was a person o f  an ir o n  w i l l  and e v e n tu a lly  over came e v e ry  o b s t a c le  . I t  was a t  t h i  s tim e th a t  she o b ta in e d  an in te rv ie w  w ith  S ig n o r  B a c e l l i  th e M in is te r  o f E d u ca tio n  and he inoromed th a t  1 j  t  would be q u it e  im p d ssib le  f o r  h e r  to  atten d , the m ed ica lU n lc e r s it y  .  U n d eterre d  she ro se  fromd c h o o l a t  ^ome



her s e a t  thanked th e m in is te r  f o r  h er e x c e l le n t  lu n ch  and swept ou t o f  the room s a y in g  w ith  a q u ie t  em p h lasis " I  know I  s h a l l  he a d o cto r o f medecine le a v in g  him q u it e  f la b b e r g a s te d  . But she was r ig h t  . E v e n t u a ll  th e m a tte r was tak en  to th e V a tic a n  and the r e ig n in g  p o n t i f  ‘‘"eo X I I  rem arked th a t  he saw no im p ro p rie ty  in  a lad y p re p a rin g  h e r s e l f  to  h e lp  hum anity .T h is in c id e n t  was t  p l c a l  o f  h e r i once she d ecid ed  on do in g what she to u g h t was r ig h t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  d id  n o t e x is t  f o r  her .O n ce  she g o t p e rm issio n  to  stu d ym ed icln e  her d l f f l u l t l e s  in  th ie s p h e r e  were by now menas over . I t  was n ot though p rop er f o r  a g i r l d  to  do her d ife s s e c tio n s  in  th e c la s s  o f men s tu d e n ts  so she had to  do them a lo n e  ^xaasdxwastxiafikanxiafik w ith  th e  co rp ses -  a macabre s e t t in g  f o r  a young s tu d e n t . T h is  and a co n tin u e d  p e tty p e r s e c u t lo n  by "he men s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  U n iv e r s it y  so wore down h e r n e rv e s t h a t  one day she de le d  to  g iv e  i t  a l l  up .  And th en  a c u r io u s  th in g  hap­pened . A fr e  h a v in g  made up her mind to  abandon her p ro sp e c t she was m aing her way a lo n g  a c r o s s  the P ln c lo  Park in  Home . As he went she p assed  a beggar womenr w ith  a s m a ll c h i l d  o f  about 2|r y r a r s  o f  age .T h e woman begged f o r  alm s and M o n tesso rl gave h e r some and th en she lo o  ed a t  th e  c h i l d  .T h is  t in y  c r e a tu r e  had a b i t  o fco lo u re d  paper in  i t s  hands and was lo o k in g  a t  i t  w ith  a l l  the
¥comment o f  h e r l i t t l e  s o u l . " I  c a n ’ t  e x p la in  i t ^ s a id  the D otooressa-  t h is  was in  a p ro v a te  c o n v e r s a tio n  -b u t th e r e  was som ething inth a t  l i t t l e  c h i l d  and i t s  concen ra te d  and jo yo u s e x p re ssio n  asi t  looked a t  th a t  b i t  o f v loured p p aer th a t  i t  seemd to  u n lco ksom ething deep down in  my su b co n slo u c and a s  a e r e s u tt  * determ inedto  p e r s i s t  in  my m ed ica l s tu d ie s  . ’’ T h is  was , o f  co u rse  y e a rs  b e fo r eshe had any idea th a t  she was g o in g  to  e n te r th e sphere o f e d u tc a io nb u t i t  seemes to  In d ic a te  -  what S o c r a te s  w ould c a l l  a daematcIn flu e n c e  -show ing th a t  she was a lr e a d y  , deep down in  hersu b co n sio u s » In tim a te ly  -  one m ight alm o st say -  m y s t ic a l ly  in  ra p p o rt w ith s o u l o f  th e  s a m ll c h i l d  .
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