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THE HIDDEN ENEMY

The Nicene creed - formulated the Ecum”™n”®ical Council
at Nlcea In begins with the sentence . "I believe

in God the Father Alm'ghty (Creator of/heavne and earth fand

of all thini» visible -- and Invisiblel When we think of
f
God as the creator it is most commonly the visible crea(tjionI which
eclare
comes to our mind .As the “salmist says "The heavens th decazre

lor "
he )grolry og God and the fitm/anent showeth his handlwrok

Wonderful as is the visible creation It I'e-qo4-fcfr-pee»lfe-le that
the things INvisible which God has made are even more wonderful.
The researchem scince have opened up a wuwifcMFful realm of
the hitherto unknown_\,/.T.he Aysterious attraction of matter to matt
er which we call the law of Gravity » the valencies of the
atoms - such as the mdsterioue affinity hydrogen

atoms -WJoin with Oxygen atops for fAm water the unseen
though in -©w”-e4v444»aVlon *ver present force of electricyy ~
-the w*w*er world of germs and visuses unseen by the naked eye
___these are but a few exarooles of the marvels of the

things invisible "bfb«chsld*on—be-tng hy the Ci-oabor ™™ ™ ™ !
/7\* rMrEe by far the mosjt imoortant of the invisible creation
is the world of Spirits/. There are many persons w- including
not afSw scientists -W}o deny the sistence ofIXspirits r
be«a-use tbelryexietence cannot be proved in the same
way aa—the irnrfstb 1/ 'MSTveTsi GT scrTemrr sciences

such as chmla-try J phyales--?-hirrlugy -ggpend -tar thalr last

aanalysls on aerWIn -rtiM«rwrt~mf*ete-—'©beervaA-.iiy—thie,senses.



0

Necauas they aver that It caripot be scientifically proved

The trouble about such peopli is that they have never »really Kwu)
ik
understood what a spirtiJis , ~The first thinfi® to be realised

about a spirit being is that it has no matter”™-tb-he* no
VIO
extension »weight »data no parts , cannot be/measured by any

instrument xand occupies no space . Many people think it is a

(JoLi™ ] UrfAA .
waste of tinie to draw a distinction between mind and matter
<*AJ- K'-evH isA r-j » /
(What is mind ? —it is no matter , What yb matter v never mind)
N —zy- <I=ico mys* —

If a spirt being”llke an angel*does not possess ary of the pro
pert®s Just mentioned such as ex&ethslo/ , wftight , and so on
v/hat HAS It got ¢And the ansv/er is/Inte/ligence an&w will #
and self-consciousness .Even in oursel/es the really
essential part of our being - the soul - is an immaterial being
.though as long as we are alive ”~it/is/linked to a material
body .If you were to examine the brain of a human being with
the most-*jo-to date means you woupd see electric vibrations in
the brain cells ®and sunning aloner the nerves } but no microscopd
in the world has ever shown us alJ thought?Uriafx an abstract

idea like hope or justice - anty never will .They belong to

two completely different orderi of few4bg-.

ftr-i-s—Just benanse-~te are so Immersed in a world of

 Hutit~ N cufl~ _
matter arxrixax: --sai. ,(as Ariftltle showed 25 centuries ago
a_c™" «-<i «=--4-ES-«-v<AUt-L-t>rx

are even -dependent ojf thing&"*ma :erla 1)around us for the
building up of our oylrlttra-i ideas -»”It is just because of this

that it is not easy for us/to see "with our minds the existence
of purely spiritual entitles like the angels . The dIffiulty

is in ourselves , is the Result of out own natrual limitztions
and is in no way fundalmsnta 1 or of necessity .There is no
reason whatever why God |n the plenitude of his crea ive power

Wec o
should not have created a mHtltude of sniritual beings



This is in fact exactly what ae did , though tii\s is not the moms
ent to atCemot to orove it .God Himself is a spirt and those
spiritual beings which “e created are of a bigher order than
we humans Just because they more resemble hA€ in their nature
Even if we had not known by revelation an# history of the
existence of pure spirits wh should fnnn/a priori reasoning
have concluded that in the plenitude ongis Infinite power
ne would have created them TR

It is beyond the scope of this /ghapter to attmmpt to rpove t

the existence of the pure soirlts , which would Involve us in a
long discussion of the nature of revelation and history ; but
our aim is rather that - having lekex assumed their existence
we should see how psycologicaHyj/reasonable are tue staements
made about them in the Bible and in hagiography

WsxxiasikBxxiMxXlixxiatxtxHXFxxKxph In the last parag-
raph we used the ohrase the pure spirits ; bgthd” must~Tnn"6>
but the word "pure " must noy be taken in any moral sense -
such as we mean we speak of'/the ppure in heart "or the vlifcue
of purity .The word pure u/ed in the aboe sense simply means
pure in the sense that thpre is no admixture with matter
BxpBEacxzjsixikxKaucRxxthsnA Just as one might say this is
pure alcohol or ether of sulphuric acid -A pure spirit then

is subslstent beinhg tﬁatIinsts of itsefclf ( and not in soemthing
else - and is a Person ; because the essential thing anout

a person is that it ~s inteellgence , will and self-conscious-

ness .
As human beings we are persons too and have these same

properties - Intelligence , will and self-coonslous ness
( whihc not animal has bu the way ) But the difference Is that
in our case this Immaterial part of us - usually called the

boul - 0s so linked up with its material partner the body



that it cannot function without it .It is aftost an axiom in
human physiology ana psycholgy that our thinlcihg and cerebral
activity are linked up together .Everyone mows how even a cup of

coffee at W /
coffe ta Jihe right moment can make a worldY/of difference to our

( (Pa flj /
thining ; and how when we are physcially kjxhavstetes our
consciousness seems to dwindle how l\/ltyme/t/imes we feel

ml
netally on the top of our form and otkwwxijiraliiarxfcBx and at

scarecly f m
other times unable acLe to folow a line/of argument . It is
the same with the will --how often if jtW have an Important
decision to make we say to ourselves gjp will leave It till
sleep In
tomoorow and will "sellp over it *“andimake the decslon when
I am fresh and thoroughly awak9 un thr monring . And of
fourse we cril know tha if you hit a/fierson hard enough on the
head he stops thinklnga Itogether .;/1|/which goes to show
that the spiritual and immaterial/ r»rt of us is condytiLoed
by its Insenarable partnership wltf a material body .
Now just for a momwnt try and jtfflagine the

xxfcx  functioning oa a mind t]~t is entirely independent
on any material -nothing to clo”™ (Sown and act as a break
on swiftness and perfection r.It makes one think
of that phrase in Shelleys Skyla] 'where he BBmMuciitK says
"like an unbodies joy whose rafeffias just begun

When we think and argue we go laboriously from oolnt
to point -what Is known as discursive reasoning -wh4”h is
because we are clogges with matter ; om the other hand
the mind of the angel works with instantaenous swiftness
and a completenss that it—s-see th&xKBRftxHsiBRxBfcxJtkgxKXiB&xfctme
di that is implied by any truthto its last conclusion

Sombody asked St Thomas Aquinas the great medieval phiolosper

what he reagared as the greates natural gift that Gos had given hi



act of Judegemnt by the Intellect . [liith us human beings

our knowledge of God - like all our knowlejdge - comes gradually

Furthermore If we make the wrong choice | choosing to do our ow
will rather than Bod's ,we can - so long aslwe are alive and
tied to our material bodies - repent of our sin ( for It Is that
by definition - for sin Is by Its nature afnd offence agalsnt 8od )
But with pure sol rlts |ke the angels it/ Is different .When an
angel makes a ;decision he never goes back on it . This Is
because the act on knowledge which preceds his decision is so
complete and his decision so absolute”™ tnat he pafc* PUTS HIS
WHOE BEING INTO THE DECISION TH.T THERE IS NOTHING LEFT OVER .
He knew everything there was to know about the slturatlon
before he made the decslon -so there ps nothing left to re-
consider .Hence that decision was Irrevoacable . That Is
why - as Shakespeare tells us that when Lucifer failthe prince
of the angels fell 1L he fell never to rise again /".

We do not know for certain what the particular situation

was In which the angels were placed when they rebelled agalsnt
God - but we know for certain what was the sin by w Ich they
fell ,xt was pride

"By that sin fell the angels

|/
74
The traditional teaching of the Church Is that when the Jangles

leanned that God in the seconf person of the Holt rinloy was

\
going to ake human flesh from the Blessed Virgin ~ary - end

I
because of this She would become "the Mother of God " May3 as
such the highest creature In the Universe ..... Tht*x*MXfcc|o
S8?7Kx?5?x#H«iSe higher even than Lucifer and the other mighty

spiri ts ;;; this was too much for them .Tie tought that they



would have to bow sown to young girl on a tiny planet

donw there In space was Insupportable to thler proud spirits

Any way whatever was the particular reason they refused to

accept the will of God .Incidentslit the angels - by their eery

nature could not commit many of Ithe sins we humans do - they

could not commit the sin of gluttony or sins of lust xtxxxXkey

hancnxno or any of the sins of the flesh - because they have

no flesh .But the sin of pride Is a sin of thr spirit- and

therefore Possible*, to them .

It Is difficult for- us to get an;/ ldea of the superb

nature of these pur”s spirits - the force and Intensity of fhel

* Intelligence and wlil . The proh-.et3zftxlale-whgr*had®”~lImpae

ofjh~aven say.s "they! - came and went "like ~living flashes of

If y°u could Imagine the enerhy of a flash of lightning
or of a tohnado ,or of J'/an atom bomb truned Into a self conscious
personality one could jiet some ldea of the power and drandelur of
these mighty beings .Christ said on one occasion | saw Satan fall
llke lightning from heaven .and on several occasions sooke of
him as Hie prince of this world .with whom he had nothing In
common .( who has nothing In me )and one of his main tasks was
to break the power of Satan setting up the Kingdom of God
We know too that Satan knew very well that in hrilst was to
found the greatest danger to Hia influence ; and how He tempted
Christ and even offered him all the Kinggoms of the World if

he wolld only fall down and worship him .



C/\

It la difficult for ua to gat any Just Idea of the syperb
nature and etength of these pure spirits -a/f the force and
intensity of thier intelligence and will /.The prophet
Ezekeile was vouehsafed a vison of “eaven/and tried to
depict the wonder of these celestial beings "Theyspalrled
with a gleam like burnished brass : V.Saoh went straight
forwards - whither the soirlt wished to Lo thither they
wantand thy rurend not as they went And theliving
creatures came and went like living flashes of light ."

THE FalLL OF THE --iINGELS

We read In the last book In the Bible ( Revelations )
Fierce war broke out In H8iven , whei/e Michael ( wW ose name
means "Who is on God s side ?) and Ms angels fought against the
dragon .The dragon and his angels fought on their -art , but
could not win the dya, nor stand thiir ground in heaven any lcnger
The great dragon , serpent of the primeval age ,was flung down
to earth - he whomw we call the devpl of Satan , the while world;s
seducer , flung down to eatht and hils angels with him "

We cannot even begin to picture to ourselves the true
nature of tha te primeval contest between the rebel anfeis
and Mlohale and thegood murals . 1'hese latter had also on thel7
part maed a final and absolute and Irrecovocable decisions
to serve God and were now forever conflmred in grace as the
fallen angels the hatred of God .T must have been on a scale
so vast that a nuclear war on this tiny planet would only be
compared to a striking of a matche. Milton as we know made a
Va attS1DPt t0 P°rtray kk*OT*kKHMXG@ix *h*x******xatJig*¥tsxarajixx
the”~sot™y of the fallen angels led by lucifer "whose prifle

Had cast him out from heaven, with 41 his sot



O ]

of rebel Angela , by whose aid »aspiring
To set himself In glory above his peers
ne trsuted to hsve equalled the most High

Him the Almighty I*ower
Hurled headlohg down from the etherlela sky
To bottmless perdition , there to dwell 1
In adamantine chlans and penal fire
It Is all a great mystery this story of the fall of

the angles ,nu it Isnot a remote and mythological story
£AGC

11 e the fall of the Titans in Greek tradition . It Is one which
had and still hasa great and terrible slgnifleacne of the children
of man . By the Inscrutable will of the AIll mighty and allknowing

the fallen angels - or devlsl as they became through their fall
are gvlen oower to tmot human beings ."his Is not the 4;ace to
relate the story how the devil tempeted Eve - and thorugh her Adam
so that together they clromitted the great "orlglajffii sin " which
led to what is known as the Fall of Man . Q\= ¢ U J2z
It might be asked whow a debll - who has no body
and does not occupy space could be said to be In this or that
place on earth .The answer is that a pslrtl - whether angel or
devil - is said to be In that place on earth where - through
the force of his spirit - he is able to exercise his oower lifl K©OMXsCIO
as for Instance lifting a olano at a soirltua lJLsti seance
fm v y\ (MA

or o”jifctSg on the brain of a human being .oyt again you may say
If an angel Is a Dure solrit how could It appears - as did the
angel “rabrieal - to Mary to annouce to her that she ws to be
the mother of the Messiah . phe angels are given the oower to
assmuae the appreasrance of a body rhough which they convey
a spelca message — but such a body does rot belong to them by
nature -they Just put It on pro tem .

To some people the notion that there are evel Is snlrlts

around us - though unseen Is not only dsltasteful but terrifying

But actaully there Is no need for alarm whatever . /Though St
cM*



your adversary
«Maul teel Is us that the Devil foes around like a roaring lion
seeking whom he may devour ,but he adds cheerfully
et

strong in faith ¥et ife is well to be on our guard.
Even the most sceptical is bound to admit that 9 given the
existence of such malignant beings -whose aim is to bting about
our moral ruin - our ignrance or disbelief in their existence
would form thier best ambush for attack-r*.'/A\"T

Not should this rebellion in High Heaven with the
resutlat self-creation of the devils lose its place in the
general persepc tive of things . As Skaesepare saus 'Angels are
bright still - though the brightest flell ".to-day happens
to be the Eeast of St Michael and all the Angels andwe remember
the words Blessed Michael prince of the Heavenly Host |,
t$u*:he power of 3od thrust down to hell Satan and all wicked spirits
that wander through the world for the ruin of sols,,
ffTAS~~frhe Lord~Vrr~TTOu-~rS--Angels----- you mightyone®~ThaT~do his

blddiirg—¥As ‘rands Thompsosn says



because of this would become "The Mother of God " znd as such

the highest creature In the Universe r-hlgher even thanLucfer and tne

other mighty spirits . This was too much for some of them : the

thought that tye would have to take second place to a young girl
down there " on a tiny planet was too much for their proud

proud spirits. Incldentlly angels by their very nature could not

commit many of the sins we human are prone to : they could not

commit the sin of gluttoiyuor lust or any of the sins of the flesh

fortve slmjble reason that, they have no flesh .But the sin of

pride Is a sin of the spirit and that they could and did commit
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