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\7) lddJL^A' .

So we see th a t  the whole aim o f human e x is te n c e  a c c o rd in g  toC h r is t ia n i t y  is  to  prepare o u rs e lv e s  f o r  th a t  l i f e  which i s  to  come .in  one o f  the many " m a n s i o n s i n  Our F a r t h e r ’ s h o u se , th a t  i s  to  sayin  H eaven, p ie re  i s  no s u g g e s tio n , anywhere in  C h r i s t 's  te a c h in g  th a ta f t e r  d eath  we s h a l l  lo s e  our own p e r s o n a l i t ie s  and be changed tosom ething or somebody e l s e .  For in s ta n c e  wnen C h r is t  was on the(pross one o f  the th ie v e s  th a t  was b e in g  c r u c i f ie d  on each s id e  o f
\— *Him, r e a l i s i n g  from the way He a c te d  who C h r is t  was., th a t  He was l y* **"fG-od, in  s p it e  o f  the h u m ilit a t in g  p o s it io n  in  which He was in ,^ s a i dto  Our L o rd , "Remember me Lord when Thou com est in t o  Thy Kingdom ".From H is c ro s s  C h r is t  r e p lie d  to  the re^perrfcen-t t h i e f ,  ''" th is  day

b fthou s h a l t  be w ith  Me in  P a r a d is e " . No q u e s tio n  here changein  p e r s o n a lit y  or r e - in c a r n a t io n  in t o  any o th e r f  orm^^ftT;The whole C h r is t ia n  d o c tr in e  o f  t he Communion o f  S a i n t s in  which we.who are on E a r th .p r a y  to  the S a in ts  in  Heaven to  in te r c e d e  f o r  u s ,» ' VWA~ jt,

/

ta k e s  fo rg ra n te d  th a t  each in d iv id u a l^ a f t e r  deathj c a r r ie s  on then e x t world in /com p lete  c o n t in u it y  o f  p e r s o n a lit ie s # . S t .  P e te r  w i l l  rem ain S t .  P e t e r , S t . ' P a u l -  S t .  P aul and S t .  Mary remainthe same person ^  "1?A l l  C a t h o l i c ’ s .a s  a m atte r o f  course .pray fo r  the s o u ls  o f * czxjcQ S  g?t h e ir  dear d ep arted  who are  s t i l l  in  P u r g a to r y ^ fo r  they know th a t  they are  s t i l l  the same persons whom they knew and lo v e d  on e a r t h .erhaps i t  m ight be w e ll a t  t h is  p o in t  to  a few words on theC a t h o lic  d o c tr in e  o f  P u rgato ry« fo r  i t  i s  one th a t  r e a l l y  b ea rs on ourg e n e r a l d is c u s s io n , and in  the fo llo w in g  way. Most C§±feei4re-t s and I  th in k  most H in d u 's  would agree on t h is  p o in t , mgiiTriy- th a t  the M a jo r ity  o f  persons th a t  d ie  on t h is  e a r th  are n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y  advanced in  t h e ir  s p i r i t u a l  developm ent to  e n te r  e i t h e r  Heaven or N irvana s t r a ig h t  away/^ The Hindu would say t h a t  th ese ^ o u ls  would th e r e fo r e  have to  come back to  e a r th  and go through more p u r i fy in g  e x p e rie n ce s  ^ fu r t h e r  r e in e a r n a tio n s ^ b e fp r e  they were ready fo r  the f i n a l  s t a t e  o f  N irv a n a .C a t h o l i c 's  would say th a t  th ese  $ o u ls  are n o t ready fo r  Heaven y e t
1-------n-ri trhi-Ty have to  go through fu r t h e r  p u r i f  ic a t io n t h F o u g h ^ s u f f  e r in gt i l l - * —as the g h o st in  Ham let says—"crim es done in  the s t a t e  o f n ature are  b u rn t and j^ rg e d  aw ay". P r o te s ta n ts  by the way do n o t b e lie v e  in  P u rgato ryj,an d  t h is  i s  one o f the reason s why C a th o lic is m  a p p e a ls



I tBok to  H im s e lf a m a te r ia l  body. In  t h is  body made up o f the v erys t u f f  o f the u n iv e r s e , He l iv e d  w orked, ta u g h t^ s u ffe r e d  on the C ross and d ie d . But th a t  was n o t the end o f  the story . In  th issame m a te r ia l  body ..He rose a g a in  from the dead „and He s t i l l  r e t a in s  t h a t  human bod^/and w i l l  have i t  f o r e v e r . In c ^ d e n tlg t-,th is  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c  i a e t j o f  the R e s s u r e c tio n  o f  C h r is t  in  H is  human B ody^is the fo n d a tio n  o f the C h r is t ia n  b e l i e f  in  the g e n e r a l r e s u r r e c t io n  o f  a l l  our 
s t\ .b o d ie s  on the l a s t  pay ¿when* our own m a te ria l#  bodied w i l l  be re tu rn e d  to  u s a  p e r fe c t  s t a t e ^ f i t h o u t  a r w j> o s s ib i l i t y  o f  any s u f f e r in g  and decays s*scb-^hus in  our s o u ls  A  our b o d ies w i l l  be u n ite d  in  Heaven fo r e v e r .@kr Lords b o d y ,a f t e r  y r e s u r e c t io n  was a r e a l  m a te r ia lbody W8s made Qu it e  c le a r  from some o f  the in c id e n t s  m entioned in  the New T estam en t. / w e n  Our Lord appeared to  a group o f H is djae4rfstssa f t e r  Ills  d eath  they took f r e ig h t ,a n d  th o u gh t He was a s p i r i t  *s# -

J  1s a i d ,  "Don’ t  be f r i g h t e n e d ,  come here and to u ch  me. A s p i r i tPhas n o t f le s h , and b ilfcd  as you see me to  have* fu r t h e r  more He asked them to  g iv e  Him some fo o d ,a n d  some b o ile d  f i s h  and honey .csee-^v J pto  make i t  cprirbe- a te-t cl e a r e r  W —th orn th a t  i-t--w a m- e—r e-s-l  -re s u rr -i K p  i c i ee s tirg ^ ^ g d  th a t  He was s t i l l  c lo th e d  in  a agfcfrg body as 4^=t$a^deneb e fo r e  H is d e a th .



more n a t u r a l ly  to  the H in d u^ sin ce the d o c t r in  o f P u rg a to ry  seems tothem more in  l i n e  w ith  the d o c t r in  o f  KarmaIn  any case the f i n a l  fH-rrrerg-r̂ g ^ m  C h r is t ia n  s o u l i s  to  d w e ll*fo r e v e r -  r a is e d  to  a s t a t e  o f g lo r y -  in  the p resen ce o f  God and in  ths o c ie t y  o f  the o th e r  S a i:n ts y ;liv in g  fo r e v e r  in  the S t a t e  o f  p e r fe c t
—-fl XZ-  ̂ .0  S  fc i/ Th a p p in e s s . I la ,  O

:t would be /worbh w h ile ..to  paus-e-her-e fn r  ^-moirien-t'he'pe to  n o te mbi?e
y !p a r t i c u l a r l y  thouk in  \the E a s t  and I gh we m^ntione he^West w it before/how  d i f f e r s the 50.Sre g a rd p tu  the n a - o f  m a tte r  and-o f je  whole m a te r ia l u n iv e r s e ^ x  For the B u d d h ist /the whole m a t e r ia lû w  /Vw o r ld ( is  as i t  were^a m is ta tk e  * i l l u s i o n ,  M ^ g g b u t in  the C h r is t ia no u tlo o k  the whole m a te r ia l  world was d-e#irT r ^ c re a te d  by Sod . inIw Eblii vr& e  was créa ted  (by Godwin ord er to  be the v e h ic le  o f m an's s p i r i t u a l  s o u l in  the ççpurse o f iC ^ s  dev elo p m en t. s-s--dJi_jclaes to  e v e r  more s p i r i t u a l i z e d  form sô4c  In  th^ cen n e'ctien  the most im p o rtan t f a c t  o f  a l l  to  -i r..miemi-nw. in _y the E te r n a l God came down from H e a v e n , i n  the second Person fo  the Holy T r in it y ^  and- w ith o u t c e a s in g  to  be God (w hich would be im p o s s ib le )
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