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THE GATE CRASHERSQ o  syi/ui,The M o n to sso ri method was f i r s t  a p p lie d  to  s m a ll c h ild r e n  
-  th e  u n d e r flv o s  a  v>m*  a-«» >-<™e yA»^' ^ - 1 » exten ded I t s  sphereso t h a t  npw th e r e  a re  M o n to sso ri s c h o o ls  up t o  -f fn lv e r si t y

' J  Iont-ranc-e.  Du^lng^-mambor--'Of“--y,eairs--Mo$yb'eee^pl-^'Wt'th th e/h e lp  o f  her c o lla b o r a t o r s  prepared a v a r i e t y  o f hew m a te r ia ls
/f o r  te a c h in g  H is t o r y , G eograp hy, B io lo g y , R e l l^ .o n  and so  f o r t h  in  acco rd an ce w ith  her p r in c ip le s *  She in tro d u ce d  th e s e  m a te r ia ls  t o  c h ild r e n  in  th e  o ld e r  c l a s s e s a g e d  about 6 - 8  y e a r s , th in k in g  them s u it e d  t o  t h e ir  m ore/advanced c a p a c it y .

fThus -  to  ta k e  one exam ple. She prepared a map o fEurope . .  d iv id e d  in t o  i t s  s e v e r a l c o u n t r ie s ;  b u t , in s te a d  o fp u tt in g  th e names on the**, she stu ck / o n  t o  each co u n try  a//p ic t u r e  o f i t s  n a t io n a l  f l a g .  T h ie was to  a c t  as th e  key map. In  a d d it io n  sh e prepared an o th er ^ pim ilar map d iv id e d  in t o  c o u n t r ie s , b u t th ey  were l e f t  b lh n k . She a ls o  p ro v id ed  a7p in c u s h io n  in to  w hich were s tu c k  p i n s ,  each b e a r in g  th e  f l a g  o f  one o f th e c o u n tr ie s  o f Europ e. The e x e r c is e  c o n s is te d  in  a f f i x i n g  th e p i n s ,  w ith  t h o ^ f la g s  on th em , in t o  th e  co rresp o n d ­in g  c o u n tr ie s  on th e  b la n k  map -  h e lp e d , a t  f i r s t ,  w ith  th ePc o n t r o l  map. (Each co u n try  had a l i t t l e  h o ld  f o r  th e  p in tos t i c k  i n ) . //Then a c u r io u s  th in g  happened. The s m a l] ^ h i ld r e n  from  th e  a d jo in in g  B a b ie s ’ Room came in  and w atched w ith  s i l e n t  in t e r e s t  what was g o in g  on . Then, when ther o c c a s io n  o f f e r e d , th e y  q u ie t ly  to o k  away th e  m a t e r ia l  and d id  I t  th e m s e lv e s . I



-  2 -
fsaw ono o f  th o se  s m a lle r  ones -  a boy o f y e a rs  p u tt in g  th ef l a g s  o f Europe In to  t h e ir  r ig h t  c o u n tr ie s  and s a y in g  c o r r e c tfr ig h t  nam es. He d id  i t  as easy as w in k in g . " T h a t’ s E n glan d "/he s a id  t o  me "where you come from ! - / " t h a t ’ s H o lla n d  where I/l i v e "  (see i l l u s t r a t i o n ) .  The v e ry  same t h in g  happened w ith  the/o th e r m a te r ia ls  D r . M o n te ss a ri m ade/for te a c h in g  G eograp hy, H is t o r y  and N a tu r e -s tu d y , and so on/.

THEY PREFER THE DIFFICULT TO THE EASY.Thus D r . M o n tesso ri made th e  d is c o v e r y  th a t  s m a ll c h i ld r e n  p r e fe r  d o in g  more d i f f i c u l t  th in g s  t o  th e  e a s ie r  ones* I  saw , f o r  in s t a n c e , some c h ild r e n  -  about 5 /years -  e n t h u s i a s t ic a l l y  s tu d y in g  th e  m a te r ia ls  fo r  te a c h in g  ttio v a r io u s  le a f - fo r m s .The s e c r e t  o f t h e ir  in t e r e s t  l& f  o f co u rse  in  th e  b r i l l i a n t/ 7way th a t  D r , M o n tesso ri p r e s e n ts  th b  s u b je c t s . Q u ite  s im p le /when you see  how i t  i s  d o n e , as sim p le  as Colum busjgjad—ttio  e g g -The gaipe -  i f  you can c a l l  i t  ¡a game is  l i k e  t h i s .  On a
It a b le  in  th e  gard en  diagram m atic r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f v a r io u s  l e a f  form s -  a l l  d i f f e r e n t .  Each fo r 4  i s  p a in te d  on a se p a ra te  card« The c h ild r e n  come up in d iv id u a lly ^  Each cho oses a ca rd  from  th e  t a b l e ;  p ic k s  i t  u p , and goe$ o f f  w ith  i t  in t o  th e  gard en  to  f in d  a r e a l  l i v e  l e a f  o f  th e  san/e sh a p e . So i n  t h i s  way w h a t,tinder th e  o ld  d r y -a s -d u s t  syste^i would have been b o o k ish

Ic l a s s i f i c a t i o n  now i s  tran sfo rm ed  in t o  a s e r ie s  o f  t h r i l l i n gvoyages o f d is c o v e r y  a l l  on thfe g a rd e n . I  saw ono l i t t l eftu-nfe llo w  p ic k  up a co|rd w ith  a i^ound-shaped l e a f  on i t ;  and s e t



-  3 -o f f  b r is k ly #  making a boe l i n o  f o r  a pond a t  th e  other end o f th e  g a r d e n ^ )I  fo llo w e d  him , and a r r iv e d  t e a » -  ju s t  i n  tim e to  see  hims t r e t c h in g  out over th e  pond, ¡at /a most p e r ilo u s  a n g le , t r y in g  t op u l l  out a l e a f  f l o a t i n g  on th e  s u r f a c e . To my r e l i e f  hemanaged t o  do so w ith o u t f a l l i j t ig  i n ,  and I  was a b le  t o  snap him byth e  w ater edge ju s t  b e fo r e  he :?oao to  h is  fd e t  t o  ta k e  b a ck  h isp r iz e  and p la c e  i t  tr iu m p h a n tly  on th e  t a b l e .  T h is  done he. s e le c t e d  an o th er leafr~form and s e t  o f f  on h is  n ext tr ip jn ^ -  
f  rS im ila r l y I  fo llo w e d  in  th e wake o f a l i t t l e  g i r l  whod ir e c t e d  her s te p s  to  a n o th e r/ p a rt o f th e  g a rd e n . I  a r r iv e d  ju s tin  tim e to  see  her p ic k in g  a fn o o d le "  shaped l e a f  from  a p in e  t r e e .I t  was a charm ing s ig h t  Jto see  th e s e  t i n y  m it e s , i n  t h e irp r e t t y  c o lo u re d  d r e s s e s , ru n n in g t o  and f r o  from  th e t a b le  t o  th e

I t----- 1gard en  and b a c k ,a g a in  c a r r y in g  t h e ir  le a v e s , l i k e  bees g o in g  and co ming ffbund a h iv e . The Whole busrlnos-o-was in c r e d ib ly  s im p le  j   ̂ and n a tu ra l^  so th a t  when -/ a  Week l a t e r  in  an o th er p a r t  o f H o lla n d  -  a te a c h e r  s a id  tc  me r a th e r  s c o r n f u l ly :  " I  d o n f t  ^ approve o f t h i s  new id e a  ol D r . M o n te s s o rils i o f te a c h in g  B otany
Eg*

r  t o  B a b ie s , do y o u ? , " I  s im p ly  s m ile d , and asked  her i f  sh e had seen  £k h e r s e l f .  ^''''TTcnewpef ore she spoke * her answer would boi n  th e  n e g a t iv e 5 YThe l i t t l e  ones h a v in g  in / t h is  way g r a d u a lly  a p p ro p ria te d  f o r  th em selves much o f th e  m a te r ia ls  made f o r  th e  o ld e r  c h i ld r e n , D r . M o n te sso ri s e t  h e r s e l f  th e  tasld' o f  m aking some more m a te r ia ls  .  I n  d o in g  so she argu ed  th u s : i f  th e  sm allf o r  th e  l a t t e r



4 - ^  ^  ^  | g ¡ ¡*  ( ¿ > J 2 r - f r  I
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c h ild r e n  p r e fe r  u n e x p e c te d ly  d i f f i c u l t ^ t h i n g s  why s h o u ld n ’ t

/th e  sa m e -th in g  a p p ly  t o  th e  o ld e r  ones to o ?  She a c te d  on t h is/s u p p o s it io n ; and th e r e s u l t s  were e q u a lly  rem arkable» ^~~Some o f th e s e  r e s u l t s  I  was a b le  to  w itn e ss  w ith  my own e y e s . Here i s  an exam ple. In  th e  room whc&re th e  o ld e r  c h ild r e n  were w orking I  saw a boy(8|f y e a rs) down on h is  knees w ith  a g r e a t q u a n tity  o f d i f f e r e n t  co lo u re d  b e a d -b a rs  sp read out on a ru g  on th e  f l o o r .  X asked th e  D ir e c t r e s s  what he was d o in g . He i s  w orking on " P o s it iv e  and N e g a tiv e  numbers" she r e p l ie d . Then she to o k  a s l i p  o f paper and w rote on i t  - ^ 1 2 ^ -  7^- 4^ 3^- 5 - 8 ,  and ghve i t  to  th e  b o y , tfho lo o k ed  a t i t  f o r  a few seconds and p rom ptly  gave th e  answer -  9 .
f"Now £®u make onoju p , p le a s e "  she s a id  to  him* The young„ /fe llo w  w rote down a s im ila r  stun, b u t I  n o t ic e d  he s e t  h im s e lf  a/much h ard er on e. I t  w a s :-  -  38 -  60 10 -  56 39 — 76.-> |W h ile  ho was w orking i t  out in  h is  head th e  T e a ch e W a ls o  ( It r i e d  t o ,  b u t m ental a r ith m e tic  was never my str o n g  p o in t :  Ig o t muddled and gfive i t  u p l)  The boy w ith o u t any v i s i b l e/w orking sim p ly  w rote doen -  105» The T eacher m eanwhile hadproduced a d i f f e r e n t  answerJ" b u t ,  on d o in g  i t  a g a in , she foundth e boy was r i g h t  and she was w rong.Then she went a c r o s s  th e  room , to o k  a b i t  o f c h a l k ,  and
/w rote on th e  board (7 -y3 -f5 )®  j  and went to  an o th er boy o f/about th e  same a g e , a^d asked him i f  he would do i t  f o r  h e r .He l e f t  h is  work andf went s t r a ig h t  t o  th e board and w rote as f o l l o w s : -  /
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No f u s s !  no r a c k in g  h is  t r a in s  to  remember th e  fo rm u la ; he ju s t  w rote th e  numbers q u ie t ly  down, ta k in g  them a l l  in  h is  s t r i d e .  * I t  seems t o  you r a t h e r  w o n d e rfu l*  s a id  th e  D ir e c t ­r e s s  s m il in g , *but r e a l l y  i t  i s  q u ite  s im p le . You see we n ever
m a t e r ia l .  In  t h i s  c a s e  such sums a re  worked out f i r s t  w ith  th e  p e g -b o a rd , and th o se d i f f e r e n t  ye# see  over th e r e  co lo u re d  p e g s . Some o f  them stand f o r  u n i t s ,  some f o r  t e n s , some f o r  th o u sa n d s. A ft e r  th e  c h ild r e n  have worked a g r e a t  many such sums w ith  th e  c o n c r e te  m a t e r ia l ,  th e y  come to  u n d erstan d  th e  o p e ra tio n  so c l e a r l y  th a t  the a b s t r a c t  id e a  -  i . e .  th e  a lg e b ­r a i c a l  fo rm u la  -  i n  t h i s  case^ a-f-b  f- o') ^  •=- d  -e  oUd -f~

-h e x c -rC. comea by i t s e l f  .  At a c e r t a in  momentsee i t *  w ith  th e in te r
i l i n i ,  th e  d ir e c t r e s s  *1 h ear th a t  some o f your c h ild r e n  know how t o  f in d  th e squ are r o o t o f a number: I s  i t  tr u e ?  She s m ile d ,a n d  went and w rote on a b la c k  board 729 -

4 b e g in  w ith  a b s t r a c t  numbers on p a p e r , but alw ays w ith  a c o n c r e te

m orning when I  v i s i t e d  t m s  same senooj. x  s a i a  uoj u s t  w ith  th e  sen ses
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^  ¿¿jZ ct/ ¿4/1 ' /LxJ- /IfbA t t h i s  p o in t  I  m ight in t e r p o la t e  tVm-t- t ^s im i la r  e x p e rie n ce  when I  wad t oa t ! i a t  1 ?^ ce a r a t h e rth e  M o n tesso ri m a te r ia ls  One o f m e a n s  o f^ a f i n l e r i s 014 '  . f t 4 b8*n ^ J ^ w S r t ^ f S  f t - T *
numbers ana th e ir  r e l ^ t o ^ S T ” ' * ’^  8 ta47 ° f  *5® sa-uares o fpeg b o ard  w it h d i f fe r e n t  c o lo u r e d  n ess ° f  t h s . y erT samewere w orking w ith  ^ as k °y s  m entioned above js u * 3 ® = - H f K £ £ H  « a s -  “

(5 10) 2, axxxxxxtKfexxx _ , /a£
? r a ^ L t a t CS r K? « 1ta soertlno? mathemaM p l ?a?urab]-e excitem ent 
d iscovered q u ite  independently » i ^ T O S t o d ^ l t h u S  he *“ •? 
Expressed a lg e b r a ic a lly  i t  was as fo llo w ?  m ateria t .
Q + ' l )  2 --  f c iH ; '2- -  (Vt 4-1)^— n '2- - f - 2  .___  U 'WuwO m

met?OT4h e lhada| o “ Wto t « ? ? o v w t l ? ! „ ? ? S n ? Swi?hb|h ? ni,? ? e ei Pi:a ln  * °
s a r ? t h a t  h e
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Then sho approached two hoys ages a b o u t^  and 9 y e a rs)who were d o in g  a map to g e th e r  and s a i d ,  "Would you l i k e  t o  show t h is  gentlem an how to  do th a t  sum"? They co n sen ted  r e a d i l y ,  put t h e ir  maps a s i d e , and began b u s t l in g  about maiing p r e p a r a t­io n s . One boy went and fe t c h e d  a lo n g e r  t a b l e ,  th e  o th er a b ig  sq u are board p i t t e d  w ith  h o le s . T hen, w h ile  th e  f i r s t  went o f f  and fe t c h e d  th ro e  boxes w ith  wooden pegs in  thSm , (such as you would u se  in  th a t  game ’ P e g g o ty ’ ) th e  o th e r re tu rn e d  w ith  th r e e  s a u c e r s , w hich he p la c e d  in  a row a lo n g  th e  end o f th e  t a b l e .  Then th e y  g o t  p e n c ils  and paper and s e t t l e d  down to  w ork. I t  was g o in g  to  be q u ite  a fo rm id a b le  b u s in e s s , a p p a r e n tly  -  t h i s  quest o f  the sq u are ro o t -  and th e y  were le a v ­in g  n o th in g  t o  c h a n c e .I  c o u ld  not h e lp  th in k in g  t h a t  -  ju d g in g  b y  e x t e r n a l  ap p ear­ances -  i t  lo oked  much more as i f  th e y  were p r e p a r in g  f o r  semeA/s c i e n t i f i c  experim ent th a n  a sum in  A r it h m e t ic . And in d eed ,, in  a w ay, I  was r i g h t .  F o r th e  w hole p o in t about a l l  t h i s  p a ra ­

de
a c a s u a l  o b server lo o k ed  l i k e  a c u r io u s  m ix tu re  o f t h e  games o f H alm a, and P e g g o ty , and th e  m aking o f  p r e t t y  p a t t e r n s ^  in  g e o m e tric  form s w ith  th e  l i t t l e  c o lo u r e d  p e g s .I t  was c e r t a i n l y  a f a s c in a t in g  o p e r a t io n ^ e s j f o r  th e two young fe l lo w s  in v o lv e d . They soon f o r g o t  a l l  about m e, and th e  c ircu m sta n ce  th a t  I t  was b e in g  done f o r  my b e n e f i t .  Even

[dw-



-  7 -when I  g o t a sto p  la d d e r  and clim bed up on t o  i t  t o  ta k e  th ei l l u s t r a t i o n  th e y  gave mo no more th an  a c a s u a l g la n c e  andwent on w ith  t h e ir  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  A f t e r  about f i f t e e n  m in u te s ,and much d is c u s s io n  a c o n c lu s io n  was come to  and com m itted to  _______ Jp a p e r . A .729 ~ 2 7 . Then th e y  asked th e T each er to  g iv e  them more numbers to  f in d  th e  squ are ro o t o f C  and “ h arder o n e s , p l e a s e ,“  wfalehrshe d id  - ^ h a l f  a dozen m or^ -  th e y  workedo u t , c o r r e c t l y ,  in  the same manner^ , and w ith  j u s t  th esame s o r t  o f  e a g e r z e s t  as th e  l i t t l e  ones had/looked i n  th e
X/Q/LtfiM*1 t z j m j ' f o - ---- *” Q^oCaXJL^

±inn innnnnt -^Ko l a s t  number gi»en--H;hem was 7 4 ,5 2 9 .garden f o r  th e  l aaviur.T h e ir  work w ith  th e  sym b o lic pegs was based  on t h e  fo rm u la  ( a -fb )e t c .  and (a fb f c )  e t c * ,  b e in g  e p e e td l c a se s  where th e  fa m ily^  % f  owJ! u §was (t-f-u  ) e t c .  ijagtag^f o r  ten s f o r  th e  u n i t s .W andering to  an o th er t a b le  I  fou n d  a boy n o t y e t  e ig h t  y e a rs  of a g e , w orking out th e  fo llo w in g  sum. He was f in d in g  th e  in t e r e s t  on a c a p i t a l  sum o f 4300 g u ild e r s  in v e s te d  a t  A.% f o r  two y e a r s . Here a g a in  th e  work was n o t done in  th e  a b s t r a c t ,  b u t by means o f a v i s i b l e  c o n c r e te  m a t e r i a l ,  (The G olden D ecim al System  Beads) w hich h e lp  th e  ju v e n i le  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  s e e , and comprehend th e  q u a n t it ie s  in v o lv e d .FRACTIONS AT F IV E . ^Even a f t e r  th e s e  e x p e rie n ce s  I  was s t i l l  a b i t  s u r p r is e dto  f i n d  a l i t t l e  g i r l  -  o f n ot more than 5 (/see i l l u s t r a t i o n )/ /m aking a ¿ tu d y  o f V u lg a r  F r a c t io n s . She was ta k in g  out l i t t l es l i p s  o f  /paper and p u t t in g  them out c a r e fu m y  on m e ta l c i r c l e s



-  8w hich had been cu t in t o  r e g u la r  segm en ts. Each s l i p  hador í  or ^  up t o  te n th s  w r itte n  on i t ;  and th e  e x o r c is e  co n -

A nother th in g  th a t  s tr u c k  me v e r y  f o r c i b l y ,  and v e r y  p l e a s a n t l y ,  d u rin g  my v i s i t  was th e  cam-turns H ove cdf fcfcteo b e a u t i f u l j  A rt  and m athem atics seemed to  go together^ q u ite  n a t u r a l ly ^ in  t h e ir  l i t t l e  s o u ls .  One c h i l d  f o r  in s ta n c e  (about fo u r  y e a rs )  who had j u s t  f in is h e d  a page o f  v e r y  sim p le sums -  su ch as 9+-1&10 -  was b u s i l y  m aking a d e c o r a te d  b o rd er round th e  same p a g e . In  a h ig h e r  c l a s s ,  I  n o t ic e d  th a t  one l i t t l e  g i r l  (about 8) had made f l o r a l  p a tte r n  round th e  edge o f  a la r g e  sh eet o f paper on w hich she had p r e v io u s ly  reco rd ed  th e  f a c t o r s  o f a l l  th e  numbers from  1 -  1000.I  was fo r t u n a te  1» b e in g  th e r e  on a day when D r . M ontosso h e r s e l f  was p re se n t a t  the s c h o o l . Her m ain con n exion  w ith  th e  s c h o o l was t o  d i r e c t  th e D ir e c t r e s s ,  r a t h e r  th an  te a c h in g

7
s is t e d  in  p u t t in g  each s l i j i ,  as you fou n d  i t ,  en tb V/ co rro sponding f r a c t i o n  in  one o f  th e  in d iv id u a l Here a g a ina c t io n  accom panies le a r n in g ;  and i t  is  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  w hich r i v e t s  th e  a t t e n t i o n , apd s u s ta in s  th e  i n t e r e s t ./  How d i f f e r e n tw hich

I!from  th e  o ld  system  wh^ro a l l  th e  poor m ite s  had t o  s i t  t o g e t h e r , l i k e  h e r r in g s , im m obile on a bench 9 d o in g  n o th in g  w ith  t h e i r/

/ Wmm

ihing n t -
SCIENCE AND ART SHAKE HANDS



h e r s e l f .  I t  would n ot have been p o s s ib le  f o r  her t o  do t h is  on acco u n t o f  h er many engagements e lse w h e re . In  f a c t  on th e  even in g o f th a t  p a r t ic u la r  m orning she was due to  le c t u r e  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  o f her I n t e r n a t io n a l  T r a in in g  Course in  London a t
Amsterdam where she took lu n c h ,  and th en  went on by a i r  to  keep her London ap p o in tm en t. Not bad g o in g  f o r  a la d y  o f 70 y e a r s .There were many o th e r item s o f i n t e r e s t  I  would l i k e  to  have m entioned from  t h a t  m o rn in g ’ s v i s i t  -  how th e  c h ild r e n  sangin  fo u r  lan gu a ges (D u tch , F r e n c h , I t a l i a n  and E n g lis h ) ;  the b r e a th le s s  ex cite m e n t o f  a sm a ll boy who came b u r s t in g  i n  w ith  th e  news th a t  a w a t e r - l i l y  had opened in  th e  pond; th e  fo l lo w -  m y-leader-gam e on b ic y c le s  in  th e  gard en  d u rin g  p la y t im e , (e v e ry ­one in  H o lla n d  from  th e  Queen-m other downwards has a b i c y c l e  or a s c o o te r )  th e  com notion when i t  was found th a t  a salam ander in  th e  v iv a riu m  had cau gh t a worm; th e  w o n d erfu l model o f  a r i v e r  system / w ith  f i v e  or s i x  t r i b u t a r ie s  J  th a t  r e a l l y  worked -  b u t

I  c a n n o t, how ever, r e s i s t  A few words about th e  " s i le n c egame" -  s u r e ly  one o f  D r . M o n te s s o r l’ s most o r ig i n a l  m a sto r-i p ie c e s . I t  happened t h is  w ay. I  was s i t t i n g  q u ie t ly  in  a ■ co rn er o f one o f th e  rooms j o t t i n g  down a few n o t e s , when I  became aware th a t  som ething u n u su al was happ ening* though p re ­c i s e l y  what I  c o u ld  n ot q u it e  make o u t . One by one n e a r ly

6 p .m . I t  was 11 a .m , b e fo r e  she l e f t  Laron b y  c a r  f o r

sp ace f c r b id s CAUGHT BY THE SILENCE -  AGAIN.



10a l l  th e  c h ild r e n  had stopped w o rk in g , and were s i t t i n g  q u ite  s t i l l ,  as though th e y  had been turned in t o  s t o n e . But to  ju d ge  by th e  e x p re s s io n  on t h e ir  f a c e s ,  i t  was not fe a r  w hich had p e t r i f i e d  them , f o r  t h e i r  fa c e s  shdRo w ith  eag er a n t i c i p ­a t i o n . Then th e  D ir e c t r e s s  went s o f t l y ,  on t i p - t e e ,  t o  th e windows and g e n t ly  drew th e  c u r t a i n s .  T h is  d o n e , s t i l l  on
F o r  a few moments n o th in g  happened. The t in y  occupants o f  th e  room w a ite d  in  a hushed, m y sterio u s t w i l i g h t .  The s i le n c e  deepened; and as i t  d id  so a l l  s o r ts  o f l i t t l e  t in y

a d is t a n t  m o to r-h o rn . I t  seemed a lm o st as though th e s e  l i t t l e QDn o is e s  a c c e n tu a te d  th e  s i le n c e  -  i t  was " s i le n c e  im p ly in g  so u n d ,*  The hushed a i r  seemed v ib r a n t  w ith  e x p e c ta tio n  as though some­th in g  im p ortant was a b o u t to  happen. And then  som ething d id  happen but I  d o n f t  th in k  you would have guessed  w h at.A c h i l d  had r is e n  to  i t s  f e e t ,  v e ry  q u ie t ly  and then v e ry  c a r e f u l l y ,  and w ith o u t a sound p la c e d  h is  empty c h a ir  a g a in s t  h is  t a b l e ,  and began making h is  way -  s t i l l  on t i p - t o e  -  In  and out amongst th e  o th er t a b le s  towards the d o o r . Then an o th er c h i ld  a ro se  and d id  th e  same t h in g ;  th e n  a n o th e r . A t f i r s t  I  wondered why ju s t  th o s e  c h i ld r e n  had r is e n  and not th e  o th e r s ; b u t g r a d u a lly  I  became aware t h a t  a m y ste rio u s  v o ic e  was c a l l i n g  from  somewhere th rou gh th e  s i l e n c e .  Indeed i t  was h a r d ly  a

room in t o

n o is e s  came out ("th e  m ice"^)- a c lo c k  t i c k i n g ;  a b ir d  t w it h e r in g ,

v o i c e , more l i k e  th e  shadow o f a v o i c e ,  th e  g h o st o f a w hisper



-  11

I t s  a c c e n ts  were so s o f t  -  th a t  th ey  d id  n o t b reak  th e  s t i l l ­n e s s . They seemed alm ost as i f  i t  was th e  e x p re s s io n  o f th e  s i l e n c e .  The s y l l a b l e s  were so  lo n g  draw n-out th a t  they, flo w ed  th rou gh the s i le n c e  alm ost as s i l e n t l y  as a lo n g  w isp o f smoke. A ft e r  a few moments I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  sound was coming from th e  h a l l .  I t  seemed l i k e  th e v o ic e  o f a s p i r i t  c a l l i n g  from  an o th er w o rld ; and i t  c a l l e d  each c h i l d  in  tu r n  by name. One by one as th e y  heard t h is  m y ste rio u s  summons th e y  r o s e  and g lid e d  s i l e n t l y  out o f th e  room in t o  th e  h a l l .At l a s t  I  was l e f t  f t l r a l o m i  in  th a t empty s i l e n c e ,  I  f e l ta lo n e  -  and abandoned. I t  was as I f  a l l  th e  o th e rs  had beenc a l le d  to  some in n e r s h r in e , to  p a rta k e  i n  some g r e a t  i n i t i a t i o n ,and I  had been l e f t  as one unworthy in  th e  ’ o u ter c o u r t ’ .  (Nowonder D r . M o n te sso ri i n s i s t s  th a t  when t h is  game i s  plgcyed th ed ir e c t r e s s  must be c a r e fu l  t o  c a l l  a l l  th e  l i t t l e  ones -  not onemust be l e f t  o u t ) . And th e n , -  w ith  a t h r i l l  th a t  I  c o n fe s sq u ite  s u r p r is e d  m y s e lf  -  I  heard my own name come f l o a t i n gth ro u gh  th e  empty room in  a long-draw n w hisp er (and A  v e ryf o r e i g n  a c c e n t !  J > . . . M . . .  , e e . .  , e e . . . .  s . .  , t . .  , e r  S s s .  ♦ , t .  . a .  . n d ,  .e e in g i S i l e n t l y ,  I  a ro se  from  my s e a t ;  n o i s e le s s ly  I  p la c e dmy c h a ir  in  i t s  p l a c e , and made my way c a r e f u l l y  and on t i p - t o eamongst th e  t i n y  t a b le s  and c h a ir s  out in t o  th e  h a l l .  And 
o J U ^  5t h e r e , a l l  round th e  w a ll  -  l i k e  A« row*? o f flo w e r s  -  sto o d  th e  c h i ld r e n  s i l e n t l y  w a it in g . They d id  not seem t o  t h in k  i t  th e  l e a s t  odd th a t  I  sh ould  have been summoned t o o .



And th en  (you m ight ask) what happened n e x t?  N othing* t h a t  was a l l  ' i t  was over* And, r i g h t l y  u n d e rsto o d , i t  was enough t o o . F or s i le n c e  i t s e l f  i s  a w onderfu l t h in g , and i s  i t s  own rew ard -  a lth o u g h  i n  th e s e  h u s t l in g  tim es few p eo p le  r e a l i s e  i t ,  nor g iv e  th em selves th e  ch an ce t o  do s o . To th e s e  s m a ll c h ild r e n  th e s i le n c e  game i s  a u niq u e and w onderfu l exp erience#  Indeed i t  o fte n  b r in g s  to  t h e ir  s e n s i t iv e  s o u ls , p re se fitim e n ts  o f  s t i l l  h ig h e r  and deep er m y s te r ie s  t o  com e,and “ th o u gh ts beyond th e  re a ch e s  o f t h e i r  s o u ls "  (Hamlet )At a s ig n  from  th e  D ir e c t r e s s  th e  s p e l l  was broken and we a l l  went q u ie t ly  b a ck  in t o  th e  schoolroom# V ery p r e t t y  i t  was t o  see th e se  l i t t l e  o n e s , each g o in g  b a ck  t o  g e t  on w ith  th e  work he or sh e had ch o se n , some to  make p la s t ic e n e  m ountains in  th e  D utch E a st In d ie s  C o lo n ie s ;  san e to  t h e ir  S in g u la r s  and P lu r a ls  (Grammar); some to  th e  M u lt ip l ic a t io n  T a b le s ; some to  make c o lo u re d  p a t t e r n s ; some t o  make m usic w ith  th e  b e l l s : -  a l l  t o  som ething u s e fu l  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  rem inded me, f o r  a l l  th e  w o rld  o f  th a t  p assage in  Midsummer N ig h ts  Dream, where T it a n ia  d is p e r s e s  th e  f a i r i e s  to  t h e ir  v a r io u s  ta s k s  -  excep t th a t  in  t h is  c a s e  th e s e  f a i r i e s  were r e a l  -  and co u ld  c o n c e n tr a te  on t h e ir  ta s k s  f o r  v e ry  much lo n g e r  th an  "th e  t h ir d  p a rt o f  a m in u te" w hich T it a n ia  a l l o t t e d  them .
4~0
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