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Our lo r d  — w ith  the R e s u r r e c t io n  r~ when the w hols'-buolnasa o f  th e  s t r u g g l e  Of the o p o o slh g  gangs b e g in s  a l l  over astin (hen ^ e te r cure.® th e  lam® n*o «h 1« f  T'is * 111 ViiW t.«i-cple'-Porch. } §pc |ov; -f  r  "P e x p e rle n c e o f t e l l l n s th e s e  -et or le e t o  co f  tha t  i ge-- th a t '  they ore « h-i-reed to  fiite n s e  and c  oh t l n u a 1 s t  rug ¡yIs t h a t  moss on btwoan the . P?ot3o
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^t was a b r ig h t  sunny morning In the Temple o f  Je r u s  a Lemin  fe e V y S a r  30 A. D. The H igh d r i e s t  ^ alap h a s in  a l l  h is  m a g n if ic e n t  ' s" “ ^robes hiP s i  h i s  morn inf? d u t ie s  done was s i t t i n g  on an ■ « » « ,  
V ~ “  7s e a t  lo o k in g  o v e r  the C o u rt o f  the G e n t i l e s  y on-e- ê-f—ttte—ffls4 n w yLe^  OeSjAff-'-tha t surrounded the /Temple b l l d l n g  i t s l e f .Sera's in a good humour and surveyed the secen b#fTor-e- ^=fem-

Q r̂̂ AJU^XM  ̂Vjj cv/y4-feh. a d m i r i n g / s a t i s f a c t i o n  . And w e l l  he might , fo r  the Temple of°eru slam e was wene o f the seven wonders of the age -  o r .in d e e d  ofany age . I t  had been b u ik t  by **er©d the G r - a t  w ith  l a v i s hgoldens p le n d o u r / \ W lth  i t s  g u t id e d  ro o fs  , i t s  g l ld e n  p in n a c le s  ,i t s  m assive gateways o f beaten b r a s s  ( which took twenty twomen to ©pen and. shirt ; 11.s anno nonrs naved w ith  co lo u re d  marblet i l e s  , i t s  /fevered ^porches r e s t i n g  onxptiiacxa hundreds o fp i l l a r s  each t h h i r t y  f e e t  h ig h la n d  made o f one s i n g l e  b l o cand so h u jg e  t h a t  i t  took feh.ee men h o ld in g  hands to s u rrou n d I \ku>o~ i) JU) yi f  —i) =f=̂A-l • ^  4was the most s p le n d id  p^ace o f w orship o f  i t s  age M 7 was thec e n tr e  o f  the ^ew elsh r e l i g i o n  -  indeed o f  the Je w is h  n a t io n  andthe tsgnTipJ.q was serv ed  by some twenty thousand p r i e s t s  who tookwas served  by some twenty thousand p r i e s t s  + tu rn s to c a rry  out the m anyfu nctions w hich/too k p la c e  w ith in  in  i t  -  - And he v Caiap haswas th e  u n d is o it e d  head o f  t h i s  g r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n   ̂ the most im portant man in  a l l  Jewry .From behind h im w h ere he s a t  C . co u ld  hear the sound o f  v. trumpets and the s in g in g  o f sac red music around the huge a l t a r  w«r§re a desen p r i e s t  were o f f e r i n g  >pbutint o f f a v vrlngson b e h a l f  o f  khxxssxBiisx persons who had come tr®=perse i p ____ i .... .......o f f e r  f o r  them and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  ,s a  o r i f i c e s  whichwere paid  f o r  in accord .ingnce w ith  the s i z e  and v a lu e  o f  the an im a l s a c r i f i c e d  .From th e Court o f  tlie~ljteir1rHre&--4n f ront and below him





mz2z%z 2But from the Court o f  the G e n t i l e s  in f r o n t  and bel©w/hiithe ears  o f  the h ig h  P r i e s t  were a s s a i l e d  jw-ttfe a very d i f f e r n e t  sounds - w it h  the loud and co n tiu o u s  lowing o f oxen , the b l e a i t i n g  o f  hundreds o f  sheep and th erau cous v o ic e s  o f  men Khas&itoii?!: recommending t h e i r  wares to th e  p a s s e rs  by or s h o u tin g  a t  each o th e r  as they b a rga in e d  over t h e i r  s a l e s  a f t e r  the immemorial custom o f  the -^ast.
O'In f a t  the sounds t h a t  came from the C o u rt  o f  th e  G e n t i l e s  resemb ed e x a c t l y  th ose one h e a rs  her a busy market in  the c e n tr e  o f  a c i t y  . And t h i s  ifeas no wonder because th a t  i s  e x a c t ly  what i t  was -  a busy market^but not in the c e n tr e  o f  th e  c i t y  Y  in  the s a c re d  p r e s c in c t  od the Temple .T o  g a in  some idea O- what was hapoeming one would have to imagine a market s e t  up

/  J  dJUnJ2-  £73in  th p q u ie ty o n o s e c r a te d  ground o f  a church yard n esir-to  thew -e-u ■T h is  incongruous combi n a t io n  ©f a market w ith  a p la c e  of w orship did n o t in the l e a s t  d is t u r b  the equanim ity ©f the the H igh P r ie s t J?  a s x k s  s l t h  ugh he was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a l l  th a t  took p la c e  in the ample and i t s  C o u rts  .On the c o n tr a r y  he Purveyed this-^=e=^a imMili i t  s n o is e y  hubbub , i t s  46bout©ing a

OC "V\A> 0 ^

and co n fu s io n  w ith  an in cr e a se d  s a t i s f a c t i o n .And f o r  t h is  reason . As In most of the g r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  o f  th w orld the o f f e r i n g  o f  a s a c r i f i c e s  to  toe gods -  or God -  was an e s s e n t i a l  p a rt  o f  thejrxxfaciih J ew sih f a i t h  . But th e re  was t h i s  im portant d i f f e r e n c e  . Por the Jew th e re  was only one ptac e where he could f© ff e r  h is  s a c r i f i c e  t and th a t  was in  the Temple in eruslaem  , This was the reason why hundreds and thousands o f  Jews came a n n u a lly  to Jeru salem  to o f f e r  t h e i r  s a c r i f i c e s .  They cmae not o n ly  from the c i t i e s  and v i l l a g e s  o f  P a l e s t i n e  but from, a l l  ©ve the g r e a t  Hoaraan emnire^from p la c e s  a s f a r  a p a r t



orami s i  è on ten the s a l e  of nue

Sp a in  and P e r s ia ^  , Greece and. Nor th  A f r i c a  ,Home, and Babylon .On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  morning the * 'e a st o f  th e  Passover was 1mm nent and. and a lrQad thousands ©f p i lg r im s  in  t h e i r  v a r i e s  and c o lo u r fu  garments had a r r iv e d  in the Holy C i t y  and hundreds o f  thousands were t i l l  on t h e i r  way . A l l  th e se  p i lg r im s  had one o b j e c t i v e  the H©i^ Temple in > s u r a l e m t  -  j u s t  as Mahommedans toda6 converge ©n Mecca and C a t h o l i c s  on Lourse or Fatim a . Every house in  Je r u s a le m  was packed to  o v e r flo w in g  . and -wr the h i l l s  surroun in g  the c i t y  were covered w ith  t e n t s  nd. h a s t i l y  e re c te dbooths . I n  t h i s  way alm o st a M i l l i o n  p e r s s  wouldbe accomodatedI t  i s  obvious th a t ’ om c o u n tr ie s  aj:ac so remote cob r in g  w ith lth em  t h i e r  own V i e i r a s  t e r r e a  saI 1i 1^  so i t  h a i  become the cutom -  a1 Ithe a u th ro tfle e s  - t h a t  the buyifcg and s e l l i n e  o f  the!
\ t • ■ i I - f 1 .. ..the a l t a r  t o l k  p la c e  in the b u ie  co u rt o f  t  G e n ti

J 1 d n o t p o s s ib ly  crlficgg !)  Aihwyi  pproved o f  by v ic t im s  f o r  lies -  th a t  is
^ ^ F é sapporved o f  t h i\  ^ f o r  thel very p r a c t i c a l  r e a lo n  th a t  i t  b rou gh t them ^n an Immense eaqfo o f  th eset r a n s a t c lo n s  t o -  % g h  P r i e s t  got! a / Irak e  o f f  \ t-n

0g o a ts  the H iah pr i e s \  f e c e iv e d  ail a d d i t i o n a l  reve . \ i emple \Market ' i ^ t h e  C o u r t t h e  f o l
¡m —'VCy®-'0 (JV\JL
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I t  Is  ob vio us t h a t  p ig rim s coining from c o u n t r ie s  so remote cou ld  n o t b r in g  w ith  them t h e i r  own a n im a ls  f o r  the s a c r i f i c e  so i t  had becone the custom -  approfed o f  by the -Temple a u t h r o l t i e s  -  th a t  th e  bu&dng and s e l l i n g  o f  v i c t im s  fo r  the a l t a r  took p la c  e in the g r e a t  C o u rt o f  the G e n t i l e s  ( c a l l e d  so because i t  was the on ly  p a r t  o f  the tem ple open to  ¡stfcksxs p eop le  who were not Jews . )  The H igh P r i e s t  approved o f t h i s  arrangem ent f o r  th e  very  p r a c t i c a l  reason th a t  i t  brou gh t in an immense revenue f o r  the Temple o f  whichhe took a s u b s t a t n l a l  s h s r e .  .B e s id e s  h i s  commision on the s a le  o f  h e i f e r  , ox , shhep or g o a t  t h a t  was so ld  _:th High P r o e s t  r e c e iv e d  an a d d t io n a l  revenue from the market in  the fo l lo w in g  manner . I t  was th e  r u le  th a t  the purchase o f an im als  fo r  s a c r i f i c e  cou ld  only  be made through the medium o f  Je w is h  money . But the p i lg r im s  who came from a l l  the s£k& c o u n t r ie s  in the Roman Empire brought t h i e r  moeny\w lth  t h e r e in the l o c a l  c u r r e n c ie s  in  use where th ey l iv e d  . T© surmount t h is  d i f f i c u l t y  A e r e  and th ere  ¡11 over the C o u rt of the u -e n tile s  c o u ld  be seen th e  t a b le s  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l  money-changers , each ta b le  w ith  i t s  n e a t  p i l e s  o f  c o in s  of v a r io u s  kind s s h in in g  in  the sun .A t  th ese  t a b le s  the p i lg r im s  changed t h e i r  f o r e i g n  money in to  Je w e is h  s h e k e ls  ) and on each such change o f  money a c e r t a in  p e rcen tag e  had to  be s e t  a s id e  f o r  the Temple -  and went through the hands o f th e  Hisrh P r i e s t  who took h i s  " rake - o f f  "The M e a s a n t  m e d ita t io n s  o f  ^a iaphas-U ku High £?^rss=t wereln t e r r u p t e d  by the a r r i v a l  of an o th er p r i e s t  -  e v id e n t lyof^/lmoortance because he ntscx came a tte n d e d  by a r e t i r e  o f  Templeo f f i c i a l s  . C aIap has ro se  to g r e e t  the new-comer w ith  an obsequiousr e s p e c t  ; f o r  i t  was none o th e r  than Anns h is  famous fa th e r-to -la w  yth e  on ly  man in Je r u s a le m  who had a g r e a t e r  in f lu e n c e  th a n t^ a ia p h a s  .
IvotU.



Annas was w e l l  known not only b ecau se he had h i m s e l f  occu p ied  thep o st o f  H ig h  P r e l s t  but becau se v a f t e r  h i s  y e a r  was ^n/he hadc o n tr iv e d  to  at f i v e  o f  h i s  sons C  or sons -n  law ) e le c t e d  toc*-̂ Os" 5>—t h a t  d is t in g u is h e d  o f f i c e  .yH rough an e l d e r l y  man Annas h t l l l  had a tremendously f o r c e f u l  p e r s o n a l i t y «  and through h is  th ese  f i v e  members o f  h i s  fa m ily  had had been a b le  to e x e r c is e r s  paramount a u t h o r i t y  In the a f f a i r s  of the TempleD is m is s in g  h i  s r e t in u e  Annas t a t  down b e s id e  h i s  so n-©rnamented s e a t  i F o r some m lutes they s a t  in  s i l e n c e  w atch in g  the busy scenebel9w them Annas e n jo y in g  the warmth o f the S p r in g  sun on h isa g e in g  sh o o u ld e rs  . There was a com plete u n d erstan d in g  betweenth e s e  t o  men each r e a l i s i n g  how im p ortant the o th er ©nw was fo rthe f u l f i l m e n t  o f  h is ^ T la n s  .The sen had been p la ce d  in t h i s  h ig hp o s i t i o n  throuhg the in f lu e n c e  o f h i s  f a t h e r .  1» law ; and thel e d r e f m a n  knew th a t  he cou ld  s t i l l  » l a i d  a g r e a t  lh f lu n c ein  the Tenple a f f a i r s  through h i s  -  w ith o u t wte&gk i twould have been im p o ssib le  .They were both a m b itio u s  men in t h e i r  way  ̂ they bothenhoyed th e  sense ©f power which was t h e ir s  .In d e e d  lo o k in ground the temple w ith  a l l  i t s  m a n lf ld  -ac c l 1 1t^? >y 
kS3^> smokei t s  r i s i n g  columns o f s a c r i f i c a  1 Ji t s  g leam in g towers , i t s  m i l l i n g  corwds ^they cou ld  had s a id  w V e  a re  monarchs o f  a l l  we sur^ ^  T n eJ w8re afc thez e n it h  o f  t h e ir  power ,th e  u nd isp u ted  L^rdTG'a o f  the Je w is hpeopl .  O

Ò-L i t t l e  did e i t h e r  ©f th e s e  men r e a l i s e  t h a t  th ere  wasa lr e a d y  c la s in g ,  in  uoon them a Poer g r e a t e r  than t h e ir s  , am y ste rio u s  and alm o st i n t a n g b i l e  iower t h a t  was to  shake t h e i rth rone to  i t s  fo u n d a tio n s  .and s e t  up a new Kingdom of i t s  üwn .( i n d ic a t io n sIndeed a t  th a t  v ery  marnent the f i r s t  m«TiMnn*pi|Vena o f  t h a to®wer were about to  be m a n ife s t  under t h e i r  v ery
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B u s lb e s s  i s  b r i s k  t h i s  morning " s a i d  btacgk Annas b r e a k in g  the l i e l e n c e  . ' ' I t  w i l l  be b r is k e r  atilSF^sihi " r e p l i e d  h i s  s o n - in - la w  " f o r i  hear t h a t  a l l  the roads le a d in g  t© “ ersualem  are  packed w ith  p i lg r im s  " I t  was j u s t  a t  th a t  v ery  moment t h a t  the two p r i e s t sbecame aware t h a t  something unustia 1 /was happening down th e re  bel©w themx tH ix  untm m 1 and Q uit a nnmrnt-nrr ri . The v a s t  crowd ©fa n im a ls  and men had begun t© move slo w ly  in  one d i r e c t i o n  -  towardsth e w ester  g a te  ©f th eC ou rt o f  the e n t l l a s *  and akready a "vgroat j -dn >q u ic k e n in g  stream  ®f c a l t t e  and sh e e n 2beg6y3 t® through t h is<p y o o lr  \ ~ \ASi*s±la r g e  in t o  the s t r e e t s  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  deruslaem  .
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0̂ - r ° '■*
3*^s QsfyrflAÂ+A*<lr' •Amazed and alm o st s t u p l f i e s  the tw© p x t x x is  Hig P r i e s t s -  p a stand p re se n t -  watched was go in g  on .M in g le d  w ith  t h e i r  s u r p r is ewas a n o th e r emotion - a , r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  anger . What person -  orgroup o f  persons -could^/take i t  upon them selves to d© t h i s , —.to  s?ive commands ’ n the Te pie  courst/^whlch was inder the s o le/ ’ ©penlyd i r e c t  and s o le  a d m in is t r a t io n  of the High P r i e s t  .And to do tU'-..

C*-"» C\jl o—under the v e ry  eyes of th e  High P r i e s t s  them selves .
0Annas was the s tr o n g e r  n e r s o n a l i t y  o f  the two y and^/hisf a c e  s e t  hard w ith  an e x p re s s io n  ©f c o ld  b i t t e r  d e te rm in a tio n  t h a t  b®ded i l l  f o r  the p e r p e t r a to r  ©f such an ou t r a geous crime as to i n t e r f e r e  w ith  the Temple Programme ,  A c t in g  q u ic k ly  he summoned one o f th e  ^emple guards who was s ta n d in g  n ear them.rand ordered him to run s w i f t l y  down in to  the ^ourt o f  the G e n t i l e sand b r in g  bake word what i t  was a l l  about .By the tim e t h i s  man retu rn ed  , b r in g in g  an o ther w ith  him ,the Court was wmcsxfeJiie alm ost ero^ty ex ce p t f o r  the t a b le s  ©f' hy  pcrW vthe money changers ^and th e  hurdLsS which had made^e n c lo s u re swhere the v a r io u s  farm ers had kept the c a t  t"T h is  man saw i t  a l l  , Your H o lin e s s  , s a id  the ^uard ,was th e re  from the b e g in n in g  and saw e v e r y th in g  . " A t  t h isthe p r i e s t s  tyrn ed  to the new comer e x p e c t a n t ly  .* ^" E v e r y th in g  was g o in g  on f i n e  "T s a id  the l a t t e r  , and j u s t-r-petrfcre ra s  s u s u a l . u n t i l  th a t  New ^eacher from N a z a re th  -  -tha-t— turned -  peaches—-who- ever one i s  t a l k i n g  about v came in th rou gh the Western Gate j(ge was fo l lw e d  by a group o f  h i s  d .s i c i p l e s !  He was the cau se o f  a l l  th e  t r o u b le  J •What did he d© \ibterpose Annas a t  t h i s  p o in t  .W ell^as soon as He and h i s  f© llw e rs  came r i g h t  in t o  the market t h i s  Je s u s  looked around Him w ith  an e x p re ssio n  o f  anger .



&Then a c t i n g  s w if t ly h e  made a a s o r t  o f  whip ©ut o f  some cords hefound ly in g  about and th en  , w ith o u t more ad© ,h e began d r iv e  thec a t t l e  and sheep b e o fr e  him towards the w estern  g a te  . H is f a c ewas s te r n  and h i s  eyes b la z e d  w ith  anger . The anim la turned andf l e d  b e fo r e  him -  oxen sheep and g o a ts  -  fa an ever in c r e a s in gstream  which alm ost became a t o r r e n t  by the time i t  eareached
> Vth e  w estern g a t s  through which 4feye t fe o n g e d  b e a rin g  e v e r t y t h in g  b<3$_C3UA-/°b e fo r e  them . When He came to the fcefeies where men were ____cqfy'ic/ h ss e l l i n g  t u r t l e  doves«-r~for those who cou ld  not/buy «hasp otheran 11 als**he truned to the d e a le r s  and said  "Take th ese  th in g sA«d he"hence and do not make my F a th e r  House a p la c e  of b a r t e r  hirmspoke in a v o i c e  o f  such a u t h o r i t y  th a t  none dreamed o f  disobey ink de was le s s  temperat e  when he came to the t a b le s  oof the money2-changers* He went r i g h t  up tfe them and then suddenly -  Bang ) Bang acisiix thsiSs-4-d©—and—tha-t -  and o a ^ t^w-ant—fchg^feichicgg t h e i r  

■ t a b l e s  .a n d  a l l  t h e i r / p i l e s  o f  c a r e f u l l y  cou n ted  c o in s  a l l  arran g e d  in  order went s c a t t e r i n g  here and th e re  amongst the s tr^.w and f i l fe h h  ^ferfc-K&sot&Ksd everywhere covered the c o lo u r e s  marble t i l e s  frurag-eg- bliu-OoiEiU) ." ^ " ^ jt d d r e s s ln g  a group o f  th ose who had been t r a f f i c i k i n g  in  the •"■emplejHe s a id  in  a v o ic e  which rang out l i k e  a judement " I s  i t  n o t w r it t e n  t h a t  My House s h a l l  be known among a l l  the n a t io n s  as a House o f  Prayer", ?And you have truned i t  in t o  a Den o f Th 1 e v e s u r t h e r  more he would n o t allow  anyone to  use the Temple Cours as a sh o rt c u t  from one p a rt o f  the c i t y  ro a n o t h e r /  and sen t b ack  th ose who w ere  c a r r y in g  t h e i r  wares a c r o s s  thec o u r t  -in th*«» way ^  .The High Fr e l s t  and h is  F a th e r  in  law l is t e n e d  to t h i sa c c o u n t w ith o u t a word o f  comment but i t  was easy to see th a t  they were both v i s i b l e  a f f e c t e d  by i t  -  w ssraitstaKxdsxsqiix  sn&gcsEx The an ger which f i l l e d  t h e i r  h e a r t s  was o f  a d i f f e r e n t  n a tr u e  from t h a t  which had burned in the h e a r t  o f  th e  new prophet



c a u s in g  him t© c le a n s e  the tempi© coufct . His was a j u s t  anger which sprang Srom h i s  lo ve and re v e rn e ce  f o r  the G©d in  whose

I t  was time f o r  a c t i o n  -  s w i f t  , prompt and d e c is iv e  a f t e r  a b r i e f  c o n v e r s a t io n  , in  which Annas took the le a d  , the two r p l e s t s  ar.de t h e i r  way towards the ^ e a u t i f u a l  G ate  a t  the E a s t e r n  end o f the Court o f  the Women . As they went they summon e a, tf© them selves h a l f  a dozen o f the Temple Guards , f o r  I t  was o b v io u s ly  t h e i r  in t e n t io n  to a r r e s t  t h i s  Impudent d is t u r b e r  f o  the peaceand put Mm In p r is o n  .•“ eanw hlle  Uesus had^ffdfved on towards the f a r  s id e  o fXthe temple area to  the famous a*d b e a u t © l ^ i © n 1 s Porch- where a double column a/ t a l l  i l l W f u p p o t e d  a \ o l d e n  s tu d ie d  r o o f  .T h e re  ^e w a s ^ f d r e s s l n g  a la r g e  crowd t h a t  had fo l lo w e d  ftn h i s  wake a f t e r  w itn e s s in g  the c le a n s in g  o f  the temole



Meanwhile Je u s u s  and h i s  f o o 1 lowers had moved on towards the f a r  s id e  o f  the Temple Court to the m a g n if ic e n t  Solom on's Porch a double colonnade of marb'e o i l l a r s  s u p p o rtin g  a gold en  saddled, ro o f . There he was a d d r e s s in g  a la r g e  crowd most o f  whom had w itn e sse d  the c le a n s in g  o f  the Temple .M e  H igh P r i e s t  in a l l  h i s  p o n t i f i c a l  robes andh i sh i s  f a t h e r  - i n  -  law Annas to g e th e r  w ith  a group o f  temple
•g0-***\guards apporaeed the spot where Je s u s  was te a c h in g  . I t  was ob vio us th a t  theu^were c o m ln ^ g t o s p e a k to  him ry the cau se o f  a l l  the commotion t h a t  had taken p la c e  th a t  morning .The a i r  became suddenly tj&B'se and e l e c t r i c  as everyon r e a l i s e d  th a t  ean encounter was about to  take p la c e  b e fo r e  them .The C p a m e n t e r  ^rophet from G - a l i l l e e  made no a tte m e t to  avo id  them ap p ro ach in g  p a rty  . In f a c t  when i t  was q u it e  otiv^sSa. t h a t  the High P r i e s t  was coming to speak to  him he q u i e t l y  rose and took a few step s it© meet them .;/S / v•‘•here was smething about the mien ©f t h i s  Wew f eacher , so oa1m and m a je s t lv  , so sure o f  h lm c e i f  y e t  w ith o u t a t r a c e  o f  o s t e n t a t i o n  th a t  the High P r i e s t  h e s i t a t e d  and seemd f o r  a moment to hsaikarka: th in k  the b e t t e r  of h i s  o r i g i n a l  I n t e n t io nwhich was to  a r r e s t  him and take him prosoner . And the two o r i e s t s  were confirm ed in  t h e i r  h e s i t a t i o n  when they r e a l i s e d  how c o n s id e r a b le  was the corws th a t  was w ith °e su su s  ; and i t  was c l e a r  by t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n s  th a t  t h e i r  sypm athies were w ith  him and they might r a l l y  to h o f  t h e i r  new heroh i s  d efen ce and cau se an u g ly  scene .The attem pt but not the deed would confound him and would only make the m atter worseIn ste a d  t h e r e fo r e  o f  s ig n in g  to  the guards to a r r e s t  ^esus the High P r i e s t  as soon as he came f a c e  to fa c e  w ith  him sa id  in a - loud c l e a r  v o i c e  "What s ig n  d© you show us as a w arrant t h a t  you do th e se  th in g s  " and as he s a id  so he waved h is  arm towards the d e se r te d  market behind him . Put in  o th e r  words I t  meant What i s  your a u t h o r i t y  t h a t  you take upon y o u r s e l f  to  a c t  in t h i s  way .



10
There was a moment ©f in te n s e  and dram atic  s i l e n c e  -  the s i l e n c eheavy w ith  suspense exp ectancy o-verg*»^ ©f 04m iSSf c r i s i s  and^doem .Then in a s tr o n g  c l e a r  v o ic e  the G a l i l e a n  pr©phet -  f o rmany thought him to  be so ) r e p l ie d  :"D estro y  t h i s  temple and in th ree  days I  w i l l  b u i ld  i t  up a g a inThis was a r rep ly  so unexpected and so e t r a o r id in a r yt h a t  b o th  th e  High P r i e s t  and h i s  p a rty  and the corwds behindaround “ esus -  t h a t  f o r  a space a g a in  th e r e  was s i l e n c e  , alm ostas  i f  they were stunned in t o  s i l e n c e  . Annas was the f i r s t  tor e c o v e r  fom h is  s u r p r is e  .L o o k in g  round him frtra t  .to  t.h-©-4e.f ,the nointecr/to the a c t u a l  temple b u i l d i n g s  in  a l l  t h e i r  morningsp lendou r and th e n to  the v a r io u s  c o u r t s  and f i n a l l y  to  the250 enormous m assive o i l l a r s  t h a t  supported the Porch o f SolomonahiaxicSxXHSM j u s t  above them Asaam-a ' S i x  and fiorty ye a rs  wast h i s  tempi in b u i l d l a g  and w i l l  you r a i s e  i t  up a g a in  in  th re e  daysJe s u s  made no a t t  empt to  e la b o r a t e  •i t á H H C ' g tfair-““h i s  remarkable-'istatement .He was co m p lete ly  m aster o f  the s i t u a t i o n/  ^and i t  was he -  hot th e  H igh P r i e s t  -  who by qu lately moving away i d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  in te rv ie w  was a t  an end .L e f t  to t themselv s a few m ñ u te s  l a t e r  the two P r i e s t s  d is c u s s e d  th e  in c id e n t  . "What do you suppose h em ean t"said  C aiap h as  . " " I  do not know s a id  th e  o ld e r  man . But I  know one th in g  have not seen the l a s t  o f  t h i s  C a rp e n te r  Prophet . the is  a dangerous fe l lo w  * ,"The man must be mad to make a remak l i k e  th a t  s a id  theor behaveson in law. " and hy.et he did. n o t look as  though he was d i s t r a c t e din  h is  w its  " . , .{f 1%rfe m j words 11 S3 id Ahiiqs  I f  t h s t  insn i s  msd t h s r s  i smethod in  h i s  madness ,1  am c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  words had a r e a lm eaning which w i l l  one day become more c l e a r  to  us . '‘eanw hile



I Isuch madness must not go unmatched "Then tu r n in g  to  one o f  the guards he s a id  "Go and f e t c h  me Amon o f  ^ e th s a ld a  a t  onee : you w i l l  f in d  him o p e r a t in g  a t  the f a r  sid.e o f  the b ig  a l t a r  and t e l l  him t© c©me to  me im m ediately 11About ten m inutes a f t e r  Amon a r r iv e d  * f&e was a l s o  a P r i e s t  but of a l e s s e r  degree  ̂ and bowed d e f e r e n t i a l l y  to  b i s  s u p e r i o ir s  .'"Amaon, l a i d  Annas , I  have a s p e c i a l  work f o r  ^ou to do "Yes , Your H o lin e s s  ?"Do you know th a t  ^esus ©f ^azsareth th a t  severyone i s  t a l k i n g  about ?Yes ,Y ou r KkgH® H o lin e s s  , I  have seen him s e lc -e r a l  times v* W e ll , I  want you to g iv e  up your p re se n t work in  the temple Jand h avin g  dressed l i k e  q layman^ a « / i s g u l s e d  y o u r s e l f  to  fo l lo w  him wherevver he goes/jbknd everynow and then , as  o c c a s io n  o ffe r s ^ y o u  w i l l  send me a w r it t e n  re p o rt  about him and h is  doings w ith  s p e c i a l  r e fe r e n c e  to  h i s  e f f e c t  on the common p e o p le l  . I  w i l l  a rran ge  w ith  the Temple tr e s u r e r  to p rovid e you with, a l l  th a t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  you expenses . But you must remember t h a t  you are ¡doing t h i s  in c o g n ito  and no one i s  to have the s l i g h t e s t  s u s p ic io n  t h a t  you are a temple spy . D© you understand . ?  ""x es , Your E x c e ; ;e n c y  , I  understand .Very w e l l  then , you can b e g in  tomorrow .



m
w

* to  be a b le  to  show to  my f r i e n d s  and hand on to  my c h i ld r e n  , ae a memento o f  t h i s  w o n d e rfu l dayBy t h i s  time the S c r ib e s  and P h a r i s e e s ^  bad been present^ had the house o f  Abner to  d is c u s s  » t »the mornings events and to  c o n s id e r  whether th e re  was s u f f i c i e n t  eve ld e n ce  f o  them t o  a ccu se  S ^ J h e  W e n  Pseudo -p ro p h e t f o r  blasphemy b e o fd re  h ig h e s t  Je w is h  co u rtti th a t  n -ar one o f them had chan gefd  h i sof law . Ih e re  was no s ig n  tn armind on t h i s  p o in t  as a r e s u t l  o f  th e  m ir a c le  .But t h e r e  « e r e  O t h e r s  «ho had been p re se n t «1ns upon «hornthe « h o le  p r o c e e d in g  had made th e .m o stAs th e  th re e  d s l o l p l e s  -  P e te r  , James and John , m a d V lh e l r  v a f \  b a c k  to  P e t e r ' s  house , « h e re  they « e r e  s t a y i n g  the youngest o f  them -  Jo^n -  was s t r a n g e ly  s i l e n t . / He was at i l l  b rood in g
$<&Y\ T- , ,deep ly  over U ia -e iw n te -o fr -th e  morning . M lr a c le a  he had ae Je s u s  « o rk  b e fo r e  ^ m i r a c l e s  In  p l e n t y ; ,  and I t  « a s  n o t t h is  ne« m ir a c le  In  I t s e l f  -  a s  a m lrca l e  -  «h lch ^ h ad  made su ch aprofound im p ressio n  on him ,  W flS . S0” e °a t t e n d in g  c irc u m s ta n c e s  . There « a s  one ph rase  e s o c l a l l y  « h l c hhad s tu c k  in h i s  mind . J e s u s  had s a id  to  th e  P h a rla e e s  "b u t tot 11 i ti n ^nn n f M-ti -  w*11 1 HQ i s  on e a r t h _ -  hasc o n v in ce  you t h a t  the Son or n*n - j jg j J g - - - ________ ^ = = :rpower to «m **i f o r g i v e  a ln a  . . . .  "That was a * s tr a n g e  t h in g  to  s a y ■ U,.,wn a  Ae in on e a r th - - -  what did Se mean by I t  . I t  s u g g e ste d  atemporary s t a t e  of t h in g s  -  as one might say " w h ile  I  was In. J e r i c h o  I  s ta y e d  w ith  my u n c le  *olBR- Manasaah . The phrase c a r r i e d  w ith  I t  m y ste rio u s  and s u g g e s t iv e  o v e rto n e s  ^  j  aIm ost as though J e s u s ,  t h e i r  b e lo v e d  f r e l n d  and M aster, d id  n o t r e a l l y  b e lo n g  to  t h i s  e a r th  a t  a l l  . b u t  was h ere  -  as you might say -  on a temporary v i s i ton ly . Then th e r e  was t h a t  o th e r  m atter -  the c la im  to  have the power



— 15to f o r g i v e  s in s  . T h is  was som ething new too . As the young/John
A -m e d ita te d  upon th e s e  new g lim p se s  in to  the m ysterio u s depths ofh i s  M a s t e r 's  p e r s o n a l i t y > th e re  came suddenly to  h i s  mind s o n e th in gw hich had happened over s i x  months ago when he had seen Je s u s  f o r  thef i r s t  time . I t  was down by th e  r i v e r  Jo rd a n  n ear the p la c e  whereJ o h n  h im s e l f  had been b a b t i s e d  .th e  day b e fo r e  Jay the famous newprophet John the B a p t i s t  ^  to  whom people from a l l  over -P alestin ewere f l o c k i n g  in t h e i r  hundreds and thousands .Whller a l i t t l e  groun -w y»*-stan d in g l i s t e n e i n g  to  John theB a o t l s t  a man had passed by .As? he did so tJohn 3 The-F-oncruuner -had in t e r r u p t e d  h i s  d is c o u r s e ^  and- p o in t in g  w ith  h i s  f in g e r^ h a ds a id  ^'Behold the Lamb o f G-od. who taketh. away th e  S in s  of theik-io/> IUi ¿J o- «'-'1'- % r——  rWorld. " iT t e ^ w a s jJo h n 1 s f i r s t  in t r o d u c t io n  to Je s u s ^ / jlt  was as tr a n g e  Bmark to  say about anyone and John h ad-s& k& n  wonderedabout i t  s 43He*  n o t only  a t  the time b u t many tim es s i n e e ^ a f t e rh e  hda beocme one o f Je s u s *  d i s c i p l e s  . But now ifr""0titJBQ—feuck-

, to  h i s  mind w ith  an added f e ^ f e s s ^ l t  seemd to  l i n k  i t s e l f  upw ith  t h i s  new to  a s i p & i a l  pow^r ,a  c a l-lm- im p lie d  0 ^ thewords Take courage , my son , thy s in s .



- 16—Then th e r e  was t h a t  o th er m a tte r  w hich had come to  l i g h t 5
t h a t  mroning , C h r i s t ' s  c la im  to  have the power to f o r g i v e  s i n s .That was som ething new , something which Je s u s  had never metnioned b e o fr e  . I t  seemd to  the young d s i c l p l e  t h a t  th e re  were deths beyond depths in  h i s  M aster 'a  p e r s o a n l i t  ly  J and y e t  however deep on® went th e re  seemd to  be alw ays a new depth beyond w a it in g  to be r e v e a le d  . As the you nggest o f  th e  d i s c i p l e s  m e d ita te d  onth e se  th in g s  suddenly th e r e  came in t o  h i s  mind something w haich had happened more tham s i x  months b e fo r e  . I t  took p la c e  when he had gone down to the r i v e r  Jo rd a n  to see and hear the new Prophet John the B a p t i s t  - t h ^  s tr a n g e  new p reaceh r d ressed  in  Camels hairancjl a le a t h e r n  g i r d l e  who had l iv e d  a l l  h i s  l i f e  in  the d esert^ ea  t i n g  ^  lo c u s t  sand w ild  honey ."A lo n g  w ith  hundreds o f  o th e rs  J o h n  had l i s t e n e d  to h i s  p re a ch in g  , had been deeply impressed and had been b a p t ls d d  by him in  the w aters o f  th e  Jo rd a n  .The day a f t e r  he had been b a p t is e d  John and h i s  f r i e n d  and a s m a ll  group o f  o th e rs  were l i s t n e i n g  a g a in  to the d e s e r t  p re a ch e r  when the l a t t e r  suddenly stopped h i s  d is c o u r s e  „M t h  o u t s t r e t c h e d  hand p o inted  to  a man who was p a s s in g  a few y a rd s  from them and s a id  "B eh o ld  the Lamb o f  God who ta k e th  away the s in s  o f  th e  w orld " . I t  was a s tr a n g e  t h in g  to  say o f  anybody (and John and h i s  f r i e n d  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t r l g u e ^ i t o  want to  know more about t h i s  man -  and b e s id e s  th ere  was something a t t r a c t i v e  about h i s  appearance ®vIo they l e f t  th e  B a p t is t  and in tro d u c e d  th em selves to  the s tr a n g e r  , who i n v i t e d  them to  to  where he was stayo n g . There th ey sep nt th e  r e s t  o f  the day and th e  n ig h t  .And t h a t  was how John came to know J esus .Not on ly  a t  the tim e b ^ t  many times s in c e  John had . o f t e n  wondered over t h a t  s tr a n g e  remark by the B a p t i s t  . And now suddenly to  day i t  came b a ck  to  him i l lu m in a t e d  by a new s i g n g f i c -



ca jjo s—v—-It seemed tp-^LinK i ^ s e n  up w x u “ ^r rmor Inin® when/Eíís m aster claim^jsKto have th e  power to  for®
And not only/made th e  c l a i m ^ d i  hacked i t  qp up by wo^M&g so a m |r á c le  y^s they s a t  dow /a few m inutes l a t e r  tp ^ th e  sim ple meal w hich P e t e r ’ s mother -/ in  -  law had p r e p a r e / f o r  them Joim  who s a t  o p p o s ite  h i s  M aster rea gard ed  Him with/a lo ok  in  whihc

s t r i k i n g

alm ost a u d ib lyof the Worldaway earned to  l i n k  i t s e l f  up in h is  mind w itn  wnai morning »  when H is  A* a s te r  had made the p r o d ig io u s  power to f o r g i v e  s i n s  j and had n o t only made thehad happen
c la im  b u t had backed i t  up by working such a s t r i k i n g  m ir a c le  .As t h e y a l l  s a t  down a few m inutes l a t e r  (to  the sim ple meal which P e t e r ’ s mother -  In -  law had p rep ared  f o r  them John happened to  be s i t t i n g  o p p o s ite  Je u s u s  . As Jdn passed the s a l t  o ver to  H is  l i s t e r  t h e i r  eyes met . ^esus sm iled  a t  H is  young d s i c i p l e  and J o h n  had the f l e e t i n g  im p ression  tfeer not f o r  the f i r s t  tim e.—  th a t  His Master knew what was p a f In  J i h n ' s  e x p r e s s io n  lo ve , re v e re n ce  , wonder and awe were b lended to g e h te r  i-as once a g a in  the words o f  the B a p t i s t  r e -e c h o e sd  alm o st a u d ib ly  in  h i s  mind —Behold th e  Lambo o f  Godthe p in s o f  the World .Who ta k e h t  away



to  be a b le  to  show tp  my f r i e n d s  ,an d  hand on to my c h i ld r e nand g r a n d h h lld r  en as a memento o f  t h i s  w on d erfu l day .A f t e r  the S c r ib e s  and P h a r is e e s  had l e f t  the house they fo r e g a th e c e d  in  the home o f Abner to  d is c u s s  the m o rn in g's  e v e n ts  , I n  p a r t i c u l a r  to th e re  was enough e v id e n ce  f o r  them tomake a forma 1 -a ccu sa tio n  o f  blasphemy a g a i n s t  Je s u s  to  the H igh P r i e s t  in Je r u s a le m  w ith  th e  demand th a t  he should be t r i e d  b e fo r e■Ith e  Sanh edrinone o f  them had changed hl^imind on t h i s  p o ip t  as a r e s u l t  o f  them ir a c le  which J esus had perform ed.Three o f the d i s c i p l e s  o f  Je s u s  — Pe t e r  , James andJoyn -  had been p re se n t in  E s d r a s ' house t h a t  m om ing^and had beend eep iv  Impressed by wha t  had happened .T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  tr u e  ofJohn , th e  yo u g e st o f  them©' As t h y  th ro e  ^tiaiii^ie&^accompanbedby t h e i r  M a s t e r t h e i r  way b a ck  to P e t e r 's  house , where th eywere s t r i n g  , tt«̂  young John was s t r a n - e l y  s i l e n t  . He was s t i l lb ro o d in g  deply over what he had seen and h ea rdM ir a c le s  Joi^n had seen Je s u s  work b e fo r e  -  m ir a c le s  inp le n ty  -an d i t  was not sjas&B&Bfo. t h i s  new m ir a c le  in  i t s e l f  - ^ a s  am ir a c le  T which had made such a profound Im pression  on him , soIs / th e  a t t e n d a n t  c irc u m sta n c e s  . There was one p h r a s e s .e x p e c tia  l l y  w hich had s t u c k  in b i s  mind . J e s u s  had s a id  to  the S c r i b e sand P a h r is e e s  . . " b u t  to  co n v in ce  you t h a t  the Son o f  Man -  w h i l eHe i s  on e a ¥ th „-  has ppwer to  f o r g i v e  s in s  That was as tr a n g e  t h in g  to  s a y -----"w h ile  He i s  on e a r h th j  What dit5j^m eanby i t  “J i t  s u g g e s te d  something temporary and p a s s in g  . . . . a s  onem ight say "My b r o th e r  — w h ile  he was in  J e r i c h o  — s ta y e d  w ithour U n cle  Ja c o b  " The ph rase  as ° e s u s  had used i t  seem to  c a r r yv | 1 'm y ste rio u s  o v erto n es  , a lm ost as i f  to  su g g e stt h a t  t h e f r  b e lo v e d  F r ie n d  and M aster did n o t r e a l l y  b e lo n g  to  t h i s



------ 15---------world a t  a l l  ,b u t  was h ere  * as t »  might say y o n ly  on a temporary.  .  Tjrv i s i t  , ffnt i f  t h i s  e a r th  was n o t H is tr u e  Home -  where did  He Jf-w Lo'iui uî icome from ? I t » -w»fl he was to h ear Je s u s  speako f  God in  a s p e c i a l ^  way as " ^ F a t h e r  " . . .  " In  mjr F a t h e r ’ s Houseth e re  a re  many mansions " -----or a g a in  ( on the n i g h t o f  H isf o r t hd eath  ) " I  camejfrom th e f a t h e r  j and have come in t o  the w orld . A g a in  I  le a v e  the w orld and go/oo th e  F a th e r  ’ . the y oung
y 5 Sfd s i c i p l e s  q u ic k  i n t u i t i o n  had a lr e a d y  seen in  t h a t  phrase a new g lim p se  in to  the m y ste rio u s  depths o f  His Bfesters p e rso n a l i t y  .  Vvi.-The^ t oo/m y ste rio u s  -  the c la im  to t h a t  o th e r  m atter no l e s s  s tr a n g e  andik the power to f o r g i v e  si^s^ . T h is  was som ething new teteesu. ,som ething  w hich be* had not je f o r e  .T h e re

aJLJC?/seemed to  be depth beyond depth in th e  personVbf the M aster *>Vl o~<) /  ' ”Wow ever deep you Went in t o  i t t h e  re seems altoasy a new depthbeyond . As th e  young d i s c i p l e  m ed itated  on th ese  th in g s  th e recame suddenly to  h i s  mind something which had happened over s i xhundreds and thousandsmonts ago . F r o m  a l l  over P a l e s t i n e  hunde:ds and th ou sasan s ofp eop le  -  f-r©mt 0̂^ ^ r ^ p S ¥ i 2_ s f _ % ^ % ,tTne_ -  were f l o c k i n g  to theJo rd an  v a l l e y  to  see and near the new prophet -  the herm it fromth e d e s e r t  d ressed  in camels s k in  . The young John had jo in e dthem and had been b a p t is e d  by th e  "Forerunner " a lo n g  w ithsma 11thousands o f o th e rs  * The n e x t  day he made one of a eoup t h a t  were s ta n d in g  l i s t e n i n g  to  t h e : p r e a c h in g  o f the new prophet when a l l  o f a sudden the B a p t i s l t  in t e r r u p t e d  h i s  d is c o u r s e  and , o o ln t in g  to  a man who was p a s s in g  be y , s a id  BEHOLD THE B@hodl the Lambo of God Who t a k e t h  away the s in s  of the w olrdThat was Johns f i r s t  in t r o d u c t io n  to Je s u s  , and he and h i s  f r i e n d  who was w ith  him f o i l e d  the man of whom su ch a s t r  nge th  t h in g  had been s a id  -  in  roduced th em selves and spent the r e s t  of



day and the n ig h t  w ith  him .John had o fte n  wondered about t h i s  s tr a n g e  remark o f  the B a p t i s t  about Je s u s  even a f t e r  he had become one o f H is  d is c  p ie s  .And now , to -d a y  , suddenly i t  came b a ck  to  him w ith  a new s i g n i f i c a n c e  . I t  seemd somehow to  l i n k  i t s e l f  up in  h i s  mind w ith  what had happened t h a t  morning -th ro w in g  a l i g h t  on t h i s  new c la im  made by Je u s  whlxh was im p lie d  l i g h t  on t h i s  new a s p e c t  in the c h a r a c te r  of Je s u s  -  th e  c la im  feazbazalaiazfea im p lie d  in the words Son Thy s in s  a r e  f o r g iv e n  thee , Behold th e  Lamb o f  God who ta k e th  away the s in s  o f  the world .



------ 1 5 --------w orld a t  a l l  ,b u t  was h©re *  a s  you m ight say ~ on ly  on a temporaryv i s i t  .B u t  i f  t h i s  earth, was n o t Rip, tr u e  Home -  where did. Hecorns from f i t  was only  l a t e r  t h a t  he was to  h e a r Je s u s  speako f  God in  a spec la 11 way as MK3f F a th e r  In my F a th e r*  a Houseth e re  a re  many mansions " «.-.»or a g a in  { on the n l g h t o f  B is
Itd eath  ) * I  came from th e f a t h e r  and have come in t o  th e  world . .Again I  le a v e  the world and go to  th e  F a t h e r  " .  But the y oung del© ip  tea q u ic k  I n t u i t i o n  had a lr e a d y  seen In t h a t  phrase a new g lim p se  In to  the m y ste r io u s  depths o f  His M asters person»al'ifcy . fheb t  oo th e re  was t h a t  o t h e r  m atter no la s s  s .r a n g e  andm y ste rio u s  ~ the c la im  to  hue the power to f o r g i v e  s i n s  • th is  wassom ething new too .so m eth in g  which he had. n o t heard b e fo r e  .T h e r eseamed to  be depth beyond d ep th  in th e  person o f  the M aster showever deep you rosnt in t o  i t  th e re  seams atwasy a naw depthbeyond .  As th e  young d i s c i p l e  m ed itated  on th e s e  th in g s  th e recame suddenly to  h i s  mind something which had happened over s i xhundreds and thousandsmeats ago .  From a l l  over P a l e s t i n e  bunds ds and/thouaasans ofp eo p le  » from s ’l e r y : p a r t  ...of Paiiss-t'lso -  were f l o c k i n g  to  theJo rd a n  v a ’ le y  to  see and hear the new prophet -  the herm it fro®th® d e s e r t  d ressed  in camels s k in  . T h e  young John had jo in e dthem and had been b a p t is e d  by th e  "Fo reru n n er " a lo n g  w ithsma 11thousands o f  o th e rs  .  The n e x t  day he made one o f a fo u p  t h a t  were s ta n d in g  l i s t e n i n g  to  th® p re a ch in g  o f  the new prophetwhen a l l  of a sudden the B a .p tls .lt in t e r r u p t e d h i s  d is c o iand , p o in t in g  to  a man w'ho was pais s in g  be y . s a id  3EHC^ehod1 the ha mho o f God | ?ho ta k  t l l away the a in s  o f  th eThat was Jo h n s f i r s t  in t r o d u c t io n  to  Je s u s  , and he and hi® f r i e n d  who was w ith  him f o i l e d  the man o f whom such a sfcr nge th t h in g  had been s a id  -  in  reduced th em selves and spent the r e s t  of



4#jr and the s i g h t  w ith  him ,Joh n  hail o f t e n  wondered about t h i s  s tr a n g e  remark o f  th e  b a p t i s t  about Je s u s  even a f t e r  he had become one o f  01s d is c  p le a  ,.»nd now » to -d a y  , su d d en ly  I t  came b ack  to  h i »  w ith  a new s i g n i f  ic a n c e  * I t  seaird somehow to l i n k  I t s e l f  up In h i s  mind w ith what had happened t h a t  m orning -th ro w in g  a l i g h t  on t h i s  new c la im  made by J s u s  whixh was Im plied l i g h t  on t h i s  new a s p e c t  In the c h a r a c t e r  o f  J e s u s  -  th e  c la im  feashsasbiszfea im p lie d  in the words Son Thy s i n s  a r e  fo r g iv e n  thee , Behold th e  lamb o f  God who tafceth away the s i n s  o f  the world »



BHfcxifcxKKE&xteax&siJifiKasEBdfcxfeka:So when the shcoked P h a r is e e s  and S c r ib e s  murmured amongst th em selves t h a t  o n ly  God. can f o r g i v e  s in s  they were a b s o lu t e ly  r i g h t  .  The o n ly  l o g i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Je s u s  u s in g  those words would be t h a t  he wacxx h im s e lf  was God and the o n ly  l o g i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  would be t h a t  he was e i t h e r  a madman or an Im postor . And c e r t a i n l y  they did  n o t b e l i e v e  he was a madman ¡no madman co u ld  h o ld  the crowds and speak as he d id  -  t h e r f o r e  he was an im p o s to r ... In the l a s t  ce n tu ry  b e fo r e  the coming o f  Je s u s  th e re  had been Risk q u it e  anumber o f  I n d i v id u a ls  who had s e t  th em selves up a s  the promised AAe s s i a h  and had c la im e d  to  have e x t r a o r d in a r y  powers . A n y o n e  co u ld  say Son they s in s  a r e  f o r g iv e n  -b u t  th a t  would n o t  n e c e s s a i l y  mean t h a t  they were fo r g iv e n  . A c h a r a c t e r  in  one o f  Sh aekesp eares p la y s  says v e ry  pomposuly " I  can c a l l  s p i r i t s  from the v a s t y  deep " :  a t  which h i s  i n t e r l o c u t o r  r e p l i e s  Why so can I  , or so can any manBut w i l l  they come when you do c a l l  f o r  them ? " .S i m i l a r y  anyman can say Thy s in s  a r e  S r g iv e n  thee — but a re  they f o r g iv e n  ? t h a t  i s  the q u e s tio n  ,One of the major problems in  the l i f e o f  Je s u s  was howto  r e v e a l  to  h i s  con tem p oraries who he r e a l l y  was . In everym y sterio u so r d in a ry  human p e r s o n a l i t y  th e r e  depths t h a t  are n o t to o  easy to  fa  thorn -  how much more so in  His case where th e re  were depths re a ch in g  beyond th e  c o n fin e s  o f  human n a t i r e  and m o r t a l i t y  . I t  must be c o n fe sse d  th a t  i t  tiould n o t be a s im p le  and easy m atter to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  man s i t t i n g  o p p o s ite  you a t  t a b le  is  God - t h e  God who c r e a te d  th e  s t a r s  .



Then th e r e  was th a t  o th er m atter  which had come to  l i g h t  t h a t  reroning , C h r i s t ' s  c la im  to  have the power to f o r g i v e  s in s *That was som ething new , som ething which ¿©sus had never reeinioned h e o fr e  „ I t  sesred. to  the young d s l c l p i e  t h a t  th e re  were deths beyond dep ths In  h is-  Has t e r  *s p e r s o a h l i t l y ,  and y e t  however deep on© went th e re  beared-to be alw ays a nev depth beyond w a it in g  to  be r e v e a le d  .  A s 1 the y o u n gg sst o f  th e  d i s c ip le s '  m ed itated  on th e s e  th in g s  suddenly th e re  came in t o  h is . mind something whaich had happened mors than? s i x  months b e fo r e  .  I t  to o k  p la c  - when he had gone down to the r i v e r  Jo rd an  to see and hear the new Prophet Joh n  the B a p t i s t  - t h i s  .s t r a n g e  new p reaceh r d ressed  In CamsIs h a lra n d  a le a th e r n  g i r d l e  who had l i v e d  a i l  h i s  I l f s  In th e' d e s e r t  e a t i n g  " lo c u s t  sand w ild  honey "A lo n g  w ith  hundreds o f  o th e r s  John had l i s t e n e d  to  h i s  p re a ch in g  , had been d eep ly  im pressed and had been b a p tls d d  by him. In the waters', o f . th e  Jo rd a n  .Th© day a f t s r  he had been b a p t is e d  Joh n  and h is  f r i e n d  and a area 1 1 .group o f  o th e rs  were H s t n e l n g  a g a in  to  the d e s e r t  p re a ch e r when the l a t t e r  suddenly stopped h i s  d is c o u r s e  , and w ith  o u t s t r s - e h e d  hand Pointed to  a roan who was p a s s in g  a few yard s from there and s a id  "Behold th e  Lamb o f  God who fcaketh away th© s i n s  o f  th© world " „ I t  was a s tr a n g e  th in g  to  say o f  a n y body, and John and h i s  f r i e n d  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t r i g u e s  to  want to know more about t h i s  rean -  and b e s id e s  th ere  w as. aowethlng . a t t r a c t i v e  about h i s  appearance -  so they l a f t  the B a p t is t  and in tro d u ce d  th em selves to  the' s t r a n g e r  , who I n v it e d  there to  to where he was s ta  'eng „ There th ey sep n t th e  r a t  of the day and th© n i g h t  »And t h a t  was how John cares to  know ^saus .Not o n ly  a t  th© tim e bot many times s i n e s  John had o f t e n  wondered over th a t  s tr a n g e  remark by the B a p t i s t  * And now suddenly to day i t  came b a ck  to  hire l l lu re ln a  ed by a nsw s i g n | f l c -



can ce .  I t  seamed to  l i n k  I t s e l f  up wi t h what had happened t h a tmorinlnsr when H is  master c la im e d  to h a v © th e power to  f o r g i v e  s in s  •had| | |  no t  o n ly  made th e  c la im  but backed I t  | |  up by working so s t r i k i n g  a m |rA cle  , a s  they s a t  down a few m inutes l a t e r  to  the s im p le  meal which faster*© mother — in  -  law had. prepared f o r  them Joh n  who s a t  o p p o s ite  b i s  f a s t e r  re a gsrd e d  Him w ith  a look in whihc wonder » re v e re n ce  and'dove .w©re'”’ht'Onded- -together an e x p r e s s io n  re v e r e n ce  and lo ve  and wonder . a s  t h e i r  eyes met and Je s u s  sm iled a t  him the words o f  the B a p t is t  cyme most v i v i d l y  -  a lm ost .a u d ib ly  - t o  h i s  mind : Behold th e  Lamb oc God who ia k e t haway the s in s  of the World .I t  seemed to  l i n k  I t s e l f  up in h i s  mind w ith  whathad happened t h a t  morning , when H is  * a s t e r  had made the p r o d ig io u s  c la im  to have th e  ..power to f o r g i v e  s i n s  I and had n o t only made the c la im  but had backed i t  up by w orking such a s t r i k i n g  m ir a c le  .As t h e y a l l  s a t  down a few m inutes l a t e r  to  the a imp Is H l l  which P e t e r ’ s mother -  in  -  law had prepared f o r  them John happened to  be s i t t i n g  o p p o s ite  Je u s u s  . As Jdn parsed the s a l t  o v e r to  H is  f a s t e r  t h e i r  eyes met .  «e su s  sm iled a t  H is young d s ic lp l®  and J o h n  had the f l e e t i n g  im p ressio n  th *  not f o r  the f i r s t  tim e -  t h a t  His Master knew what was p a s s in g  in  His mind In  J l h n ’ s e x p re s s io n  lo ve  , re v e re n ce  , wonder and awe were b len d ed  to g e h ta r  - a s  once a g a in  the words o f  th e  B a p t i s t  re-ech o ead  alm o st a u d ib ly  In  h ia  mind — Behold th e  Umbo o f  Godthe :• in s  o f  the World •Who ta k e h t  away



had bean b a p t is e d  h ls m e l f  by the Prophet In th e  w aters o f  the Jo rd a n  Theda y a f t e r  he had been b a p t is e d  John and h i s  f r i e n d  and a sera 1,1 group o f o th e r p i l g r i m  were l i s t e n i n g  a g a in  to  the Preacher fro® th e  d e s e r t  when the l a t t e r  suddenly stopped In h i s  d i s c  ours ,  V i ith o u ts tr e tc h e d  hadn he p o in te d  to a man who was ap p ra o ch in g  them on th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  the r iv e r  not many yard s away and s a id  'Behold fch Lamb o f God Who tateeth away the s i n s  of th e  world "* I t  was a s tr a n g e  t h 'n g  to say of anyone and John and h ia  f r i e n d  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  in t r ig u e d  to  want to  know more about t h i s  nan*So they l e f t  the B a p t is t  , cro ssed  over th e  r i v e r ,  and folowed th e s t r a n g e r  . Than Je s u s  " t u r n in g  round on s e e in g  them Fobwing him had s l i d  to them Vfg a r e  you lo o k in g  f o r  ? And th ey had r e p l i e d  Rabbi where do you l i v e  ? And th e s tr a n g e r  had s a id  "V'Come and gee " ,  So they went wi t h him and sta ye d  w ith  Him f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  the day -  and the n ig h t  too *And th a t  was how John earn.® to be a d ’ s c l o l s  ,Not o n ly  a t  th e  tlem  b u t many tim es sine® Jo y n  Jad  o f t e npondered over t h a t  s tr a n g e  remark by the B a p t i s t  ,  And now ,suddenly , t o - d a y ,  I t  came b ack  to  him wi t h a new s i g n i f i c a n c eand -esmed to  l i n k  I t s e l f  on to  and shed a l i g h t  unon the eventso f  the morning , and In p a r t i c u l a r  wi t h Je s u s  * c la im  tohave the power to  f o r g i v e  s in s  ,
as  they a l l  s a t  down , a : few minutes l a t e r  , to thes l m , ’ e meal which P e t e r * s  mother -  in -la w  had prepared f o r  themJoh n  happened to  be s i t t i n g  o p p o site  to  J e s u s  . . A s  he passed thes a l t  a c r o s s  to His |% s ts r  t h e i r  eyes met , As tJesu s sm iled  a th i s  a rd e n t young d i s c i p l e  " the d i s c i p l e  t h a t  ^esue loved "Jo h n  f l e e t i n ghad the f e e l i n g  im p ression  -  not f o r  the f i r s t  time -  th a t  His % st©© knew what was p a ssin g  in h i s  mind Xn Jphns e x p r e s s io n  lo ve  re v eren ce  l o y a l t y  wonder an da new awe w®re-b^-en$ed A&sge-trher wereblended to g e th e r



In  Jo h n s e x p r e s s io n  lo v e » re v e re n c e  , lyulfcy andw won er were b len d ed  to g e th e r  , and as ha gaaed In to  H is  ‘ a s t e r  fa c e  the words o f  the Ba p r i s t  re echoed a lm o st a u d ib ly  In h i s  mind he was f  5. l i e d  a deep sense o f wonder and awe . . . B e h o l d  th e  Lamb o f  Bod who ta k e th  away th e  s ia n  o f  the Wor;d .


	Box 07, Folder 30 - " A Gangster's Life of Christ"/ "Round One: A Clash With The Sadducess" (E.M.S.) [29pp]
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1658246042.pdf.arcs4

