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bright C— 0 « -
Itt,dyy_q.s. ag sunnv morning-—In Jerusalem

~t was a bright sunny morning In the Temple of Jerus alem

in feeVySar 30 A.D. The High driest ~alaphas in all his magnificent
ISI 13 /\

robes hiPsi his morninf? duties done7was sitting on an m « » «
V —_— 13

seat looking over the Court of the Gentiles yone"ef—ttte—flsdn wylLen

OeSjAff-'-that surrounded the /Temple b IldIng itslef.
Sera's in a good humour and surveyed the secen b#fTor-e-"=fam
QMAIUNXMN cv/
yAfeh admiring/satisfaction . And well he might , for the Temple of
°eruslame was wene of the seven wonders of the age - or.indeed of
any age . It had been buikt by **er©d the Gr-at with lavish

golden
splendour/\WIth its gutided roofs

, Its gllden pinnacles
its massive gateways of beaten brass ( which took twenty two
men to ©pen and. shirt ;11s anno nonrs naved with coloured marble
tiles , its /fevered ”~porches resting onxptiiacxa hundreds of
pillars each thhirty feet highland made of one single bloc
and so hujge that it took fehee men holding hands to surround
l Neso- i) ) yi £ F2A e 4

was the most splendid p”~ace of worship of its age M 7was the
centre of the ”~ewelsh religion - indeed of the Jewish nation and
the tsgnTiplg was served by some twenty thousand priests who took
+turns to carry out the manyfunctions which/took place within
in it - - And he v Caiaphas
was the undisoited head of this great institution ~ the most
important man in all Jewry

From behind himwhere he sat C. could hear the sound of v

trumpets and the singing of sac red music around the huge
altar w«rS8re a desen priest were offering >butint offavvrings
on behalf of khxxssxBiisx perserip who ihad come t&
offer for them and their families ,sa orifices which
were paid for in accord.ingnce with the size and value of the

animal sacrificed

From the Court of tlie~ljteirlrHre&--4n front and below him






mz2z%z 2
But from the Court of the Gentiles in front and bel@w/hii
the ears of the high Priest were assailed jw-ttfe a very differnet
sounds -with the loud and contiuous lowing of oxen , the bleaiting
of hundreds of sheep and theraucous voices of men Khas&itoii?!:
recommending their wares to the passers by or shouting at
eachother as they bargained over their sales after the immemorial
custom ofo_the -Nast.

In fat the sounds that came from the Court of the Gentiles
resemb ed exactly those one hears her a busy market in the centre
of a city . And this ifeas no wonder because that is exactly
what it was - a busy market™but not in the centre of the city Y

in the sacred prescinct od the Temple .To gain some idea
O- what was hapoeming one would have to imagine a market set up

/ J dJunj2 £73
in thpquietyonosecrated ground of a church yard nesir-to the

w-e-u [

This incongruous combi nation ©f a market with a place of
worship did not in the least disturb the equanimity ©f the the
High Priestl? asxks slth ugh he was responsible for all that
took place in the ample and its Courts .On the contrary he
Purveyed this-~*=e="aimMili it snoisey hubbub , its 46bout©ing a
and confusion with an increased satisfaction.

And for this reason . As In most of the great religions of th
world the offering of a sacrifices to toe gods - or God - was an
essential part of thejrxxfaciih Jewsih faith . But there was this
important difference . Por the Jew there was only one ptac e where
he could f©ffer his sacrifice tand that was in the Temple in
eruslaem This was the reason why hundreds and thousands of
Jews came annually to Jerusalem to offer their sacrifices. They
cmae not only from the cities and villages of Palestine but

from, all ©ve the great Hoaraan emnire~from places a s far apart



Spain and Persia”™ , Greece and. Nor th Africa |,

Home, and Babylon

On this particular morning the *'east of the Passover was

Imm nent and. and alrQad thousands ©f pilgrims in their varies and

colourfu garments had arrived in the Holy City and hundreds of

thousands were till on their way . All these pilgrims had one

objective the HOI™ Temple in >suralemt - just as Mahommedans
toda6 converge ©n Mecca and Catholics on Lourse or Fatima Every

in Jerusalem was packed to overflowing . and -wr the hills
nd. hastily erected

house
surroun ing the city were covered with tents

booths .In this way almost a Million perss would

be accomodated
It is obvious that 'om countries aj
& SO remote €O ji1d not possibly
bring Withltlhem thier own Vieiras terrea Sacrificgg!) Ahwyi
. n so it halI become the cutom - approved of by
the authrotflges -tthat. the buxiﬁ:g_ andfsiellin“e “of the! \ictims for
the altar tolk place in the buie court of t Gentijjes - that is
NN Fés
apporved of thi\  ~ for thel very practical realon that

it brought them “n an Immense eagfo of these

transatclons to- %gh Priest got! a /lrake off \
oramisiéon ten the sale of o

goats the Hiah pries\ feceived ail additional revep,e
iemple
h e fol

Market 'i“the C 0 u r t t
im—

O®0 (L

«*00



It Is obvious that pigrims coining from countries so remote could
not bring with them their own animals for the sacrifice so it
had becone the custom - approfed of by the -Temple authrolties - that
the bu&dng and selling of victims for the altar took plac e in the
great Court of the Gentiles ( called so because it was the only part
of the temple open to jstfcksxs people who were not Jews .) The High
Priest approved of this arrangement for the very practical reason
that it brought in an immense revenue for the Temple of which
he took a substatnlal shsre.

Besides his commision on the sale of heifer , ox , shhep or
goat that was sold :th High Proest received an addtional revenue
from the market in the following manner . It was the rule that
the purchase of animals for sacrifice could only be made through
the medium of Jewish money . But the pilgrims who came from all the
stk& countries in the Roman Empire brought thier moeny\wlth therein
the local currencies in use where they lived . TO© surmount this
difficulty Aere and there j11 over the Court of the u-entiles
could be seen the tables of the professional money-changers
each table with its neat piles of coins of various kinds shining in
the sun At these tables the pilgrims changed their foreign money into
Jeweish shekels ) and on each such change of money a certain percentage

had to be set aside for the Temple - and went through the hands of

the Hisrh Priest who took his "rake -off "

The Measant meditations of ~aiaphas-Uku High £»rss=t were
Interrupted by the arrival of another priest - evidently
of*/Imoortance because he ntscx came attended by a retire of Temple
officials . Calaphas rose to greet the new-comer with an obsequious
respect ; for it was none other than Anns his famous father-to-law y

the only man in Jerusalem who had a greater influence thant”™aiaphas
IvotU.



Annas was well known not only because he had himself occupied the

post of High Prelst but because vafter his year was “n/he had

contrived to at five of his sons C or sons -n law ) elected to

that distinguished office .yHrough an elderly man Annas htlll had

a tremendously forceful personality« and through his these five

members of his family had had been able to exercisers paramount

authority In the affairs of the Temple

Dismissing hi s retinue Annas tat down beside his son-

©rnamented seat |

For some mlutes they sat in silence watching the busy scene

bel9w them Annas enjoying the warmth of the Spring sun on his

ageing shooulders There was a complete understanding between

these to men each realising how important the other ©w was for

the fulfilment of his”Tlans .The sen had been placed in this high

position throuhg the influence of his father. 1» law ; and the

ledrefman knew that he could still »laid a great Ihflunce

in the Tenple affairs through his - without wte&gk it
would have been impossible
They were both ambitious men in their way™ they both

enhoyed the sense ©f power which was theirs .Indeed Iookintg\?

y
round the temple with all its manlfld -ac c|1kS3~> SMOKe;
its rising columns of sacrifica l
its gleaming towers , its milling corwds “they could

had said wVe are monarchs of all we sur® N Tnel w8re afc the

zenith of their power ,the undisputed L~rdTG'a of the Jewish
O-
peopl 0
Little did either ©f these men realise that there was

already clasing, in uoon them a Poer greater than theirs , a

mysterious and almost intangbile iower that was to shake their

throne to

its foundations .(and set up a new Kingdom of its uwn .

indications
Indeed at that very marnent the first m«TiMnn*pi|Vena of that

oRner were about to be manifest under their very
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Buslbess is brisk this morning " said btacgk Annas breaking the
lielence .""It will be brisker atilSF~sihi " replied his son-in-law
"fori hear that all the roads Ileading t© “ersualem are packed with
pilgrims "

It was just at that very moment that the two priests
became aware that something unustial/was happening down there bel©w them
XtHix untmml and Quita nnmrnt-nrrn . The vast crowd O©f

animals and men had begun t© move slowly in one direction - towards

the wester gate ©f theCourt of the entllas* and akready a ‘'vgroat j-dn >

guickening stream ®f caltte and sheenzZbeg6y3 t® through this
pyoolr \ ~ \ASi*st+
large into the streets of the city of deruslaem

Up



on _ r°r'.'-*
Amazed and almost stuplfies the tw© pxtxxis Hig Priests- past
and present - watched was going on .Mingled with their surprise
was another emotion -a,rising tide of anger . What person - or
group of persons -could™/take it upon themselves to d© this,—
to s?ive commands 'n the Te pie courst/~whlch was inder the sole
' ©penly
direct and sole administration of the High Priest .And to do tU'-.
under the very eyes of the High Priests themselves e, OO o0—
Annas was the stronger nersonality of the two yand”/his
face set hard with an expression ©f cold bitter determination
that b®ded ill for the perpetrator ©f such an outrageous crime
as to interfere with the Temple Programme , Acting quickly
he summoned one of the “emple guards }/vho was standing near them.
and ordered him to run swiftly down into the ”“ourt of the Gentiles
and bring bake word what it was all about
By the time this man returned , bringing another with him

the Court was wmcsxfeliie almost ero”ty except for the F]?/blggrvg)\f/
the money changers ~and the hurdLsS which had made”enclosures
where the various farmers had kept the catt
"This man saw it all , Your Holiness , said the “uard |,
was there from the beginning and saw everything ."At this
the priests tyrned to the new comer* expectantly
"Everything was going on fine 'T said the latter , and just
as susual.until that New ~eacher from Nazareth - tha-t— -r-petrfcrer
turned - peaches—who- ever one is talking about v came in
through the Western Gate j(ge was follwed by a group of his
d.siciples! He was the cause of all the trouble J .
What did he d©O\ibterpose Annas at this point
Well*as soon as He and his fO©llwers came right into the

market this Jesus looked around Him with an expression of anger



&
Then acting swiftlyhe made a a sort of whip ©ut of some cords he

found lying about and then , without more ad© ,he began drive the
cattle and sheep beofre him towards the western gate . His face
was stern and his eyes blazed with anger . The animla turned and
fled before him - oxen sheep and goats - fa an ever increasing
stream >which almost became aV torrent by the time it eareached
the western gats through which 4feye tfeonged bearing evertything b
<3 CUA/
before them . ¥Vhen Fle came to the fcefeies where men were
__cqgty'ic/ hs
selling turtle doves«-r~for those who could not/buy «hasp other
anllals**he truned to the dealers and said "Take these things

Axd he"

hence and do not make my Father House a place of barter hirm
spoke in a voice of such authority that none dreamed of disobey ink
de was less temperate when he came to the tables oof the money

2
changers* He went right up tfe them and then suddenly - Bang ) Bang

acisiix  thsiSs-4-d©—and—tha-t - and oa”t”w-ant—fchg”~feichicgqg their

tables .and all their/piles of carefully counted coins all
arranged in order went scattering here and there amongst the
straw and filfehh ~ferfc-K&sot&Ksd everywhere covered the coloures
marble tiles frurag-eg- bliu-OoiEiU) .
"AtAjtddressing a group of those who had been trafficiking in the
«"memplejHe said in a voice which rang out like a judement "Is it
not written that My House shall be known among all the nations
as a House of Prayer” ?And you have truned it into a Den of
Thle v e s urther more he would not allow anyone to use the
Temple Cours as a short cut from one part of the city ro another/
and sent back those who w ere carrying their wares across the
court -in th*«» way N

The High Frelst and his Father in law listened to this
account without a word of comment but it was easy to see that
they were both visible affected by it - wssraitstaKxdsxsqiix
sn&ycsEx The anger which filled their hearts was of a different

natrue from that which had burned in the heart of the new prophet



causing him t© cleanse the tempi© coufct . His was a just anger

which sprang Srom his love and revernece for the G&d in whose

It was time for action - swift , prompt and decisive
after a brief conversation , in which Annas took the lead , the
two rplests ar.de their way towards the ~eautifual Gate at the
Eastern end of the Court of the Women . As they went they sum-
mone g t© themselves half a dozen of the Temple Guards , for It
was obviously their intention to arrest this Impudent disturber
fo the peaceand put Mm In prison

¢eanwhlle Uesus h;a(d’\ffdfved on towards the far side of
the temple area to the famous a*d beaut©I|I”~i©nls Porch-
where a double column a/ tall 1IIW fuppoted al\olden studied
roof .There ~e was”~fdresslng a large crowd that had followed ftn

his wake after witnessing the cleansing of the temole



Meanwhile Jeusus and his foollowers had moved on towards the far
side of the Temple Court to the magnificent Solomon's Porch

a double colonnade of marb'e oillars supporting a golden saddled,
roof . There he was addressing a large crowd most of whom had
witnessed the cleansing of the Temple

M e High Priest in all his pontifical robes and

his
his father -in - law Annas together with a group of temple
guards apporaeed the spot where Jesus was teaching . It was

obvious that theu”were comlIn”gtospeakto him ry the cause of all the
commotion that had taken place that morning .The air became suddenly
tj&B'se and electric as everyon realised that ean encounter was

about to take place before them .The Cpamenter ~rophet from G-alillee
made no attemet to avoid them approaching party . In fact when it
was quite otiv~sSa. that the High Priest was coming to speak to him

he quietly rose and took a few steps it© meet them

; /v
&here was smething about the mien ©f this Wew feacher

, SO
oalm and majestlv , so sure of hlmceif yet without a trace of
ostentation that the High Priest hesitated and seemd for a
moment to hsaikarka: think the better of his original Intention

which was to arrest him and take him prosoner . And the two oriests
were confirmed in their hesitation when they realised how considerable
was the corws that was with °esusus ; and it was clear by their ex-
pressions that their sypmathies were with him and they might rally to h
of their new hero
his defence and cause an ugly scene .The attempt but not the deed
would confound him and would only make the matter worse
Instead therefore of signing to the guards to arrest ”esus
the High Priest as soon as he came face to face with him said in a -
loud clear voice "What sign d© you show us as a warrant that
you do these things " and as he said so he waved his arm towards the

deserted market behind him . Put in other words It meant What is your

authority that you take upon yourself to act in this way
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There was a moment ©f intense and dramatic silence - the silence
heavy with suspense expectancy o-verg*»”™ ©f 04miSSf crisis and”~doem .
Then in a strong clear voice the Galilean pr©phet - for

many thought him to be so ) replied
"Destroy this temple and in three days | will build it up again
This was a r reply so unexpected and so etraoridinary
that both the High Priest and his party and the corwds behind
around “esus - that for a space again there was silence , almost
as if they were stunned into silence . Annas was the first to
recover fom his surprise .Looking round him frtrat .to th©-4eft
he nointecr/to the actual temple buildings in all their morning
splendour and thento the various courts and finally to the
250 enormous massive oillars that supported the Porch of Solomon
ahiaxicSxXXHSM  just above them Asama 'Six and fiorty years was
this tempi in buildlag and will you raise it up again in three days
Jesus made no att empt to elaborate ¢t a H H C ' g tfair-™
his remarkable-/'istatementA.He was completely master of the situation
and it was he - hot the High Priest - who by qulately moving away
idicated that the interview was at an end

Left to t themselv s a few mnnutes later the two Priests

discussed the incident . "What do you suppose hemeant"said
Caiaphas .""I1 do not know said the older man . But | know one
thing have not seen the last of this Carpenter Prophet . the is

a dangerous fellow *

"The man must be mad to make a remak like that said the
or behave
son in law. " and hy.et he did. not look as though he was distracted

in his wits . . . . ) '
f1%fe mj words 1 S3id Aniigs If thst insn I1s msd thsrs 1is

method in his madness ,1 am certain that his words had a real

meaning which will one day become more clear to us . “eanwhile



I
such madness must not go unmatched "
Then turning to one of the guards he said "Go and fetch ne
Amon of ~ethsalda at onee : you will find him operating at the far
sid.e of the big altar and tell him t© c©me to me immediately 1
About ten minutes after Amon arrived *f&e was also a Priest but
of a lesser degree ™ and bowed deferentially to bis superioirs
""Amaon, laid Annas , | have a special work for “ou to do "
Yes , Your Holiness ?
"Do you know that ~esus ©f “azsareth that severyone is
talking about ?

Yes ,Your KkgH® Holiness , | have seen him selc-eral times
v*¥ Well , | want you to give up your present work in the
temple Jand having dressed like q layman™® a« /isgulsed yourself
to follow him wherevver he goes/jbknd everynow and then , as occasion
offers”you will send me a written report about him and his doings

with special reference to his effect on the common peoplel . |1
will arrange with the Temple tresurer to provide you with, all that
will be necessary for you expenses . But you must remember that
you are jdoing this incognito and no one is to have the slightest
suspicion that you are a temple spy . D© you understand .? "

"xes , Your Exce;;ency , | understand

Very well then , you can begin tomorrow



m« to be able to show to nmy friends and hand on to my children , ae a

memento of this wonderful day

By this time the Scribes and Pharisees” bad been present”®

had the house of Abner to discuss »t »

the mornings events and to consider whether there was sufficient

eveldence fo them to accuse S ~ Jh e W e n Pseudo -prophet

for blasphemy beofdre highest Jewish court

Fh . %hat n-ar one of them had changefd his
of law . ere was no sign tnar

mind on this point as a resutl of the miracle

But there «ere Others «ho had been present «lns upon «horn

the «hole proceeding had made the.most

As the three dslolples - Peter

., James and John , madVlhelr vaf\

back to Peter's house , «here they «ere staying the youngest
of them - Jo™n - was strangely silent./He was atill

FEN\ T
deeply over Uia-eiwnte-ofr-the morning

brooding

Mlraclea he ,had ae

Jesus «ork before “miracles In plenty;, and It «as not this

ne« miracle In Itself - as a mlrcale - «hlch~had made such a

profound impression on him , WfIS. S0"e °

attending circumstances There «as one phrase esoclally «hlch

had stuck In his mind .Jesus had said to the Pharlaees "but to

convinck you that th& SBR BF M<# --}ygdily-HQ is OR eacth -  has

power to «m**i forgive alna "That was a * strange thing to saym

U.wna Ae in on earth--- what did Se mean by It
temporary state of things -
I

It suggested a
as one might say "while | was In.Jericho

stayed with my uncle *olBR- Manasaah . The phrase carried with It

mysterious and suggestive overtones ™ j almost as though Jesus,

their beloved frelnd and Master, did not really belong to this earth

at all .but was here - as you might say - on a temporary visit

only

Then there was that other matter - the claim to have the power



— 15
to forgive sins . This was something new too . As the youngAlfohn
meditated upon these new glimpses into the mysterious depths of
his Master's personality>there came suddenly to his mind sonething
which had happened over six months ago when he had seen Jesus for the
first time . It was down by the river Jordan near the place where
John himself had been babtised .the day before Jay the famous new
prophet John the Baptist ~ to whom people from all over -Palestine
were flocking in their hundreds and thousands
Whller a little groun -wy»*-standing listeneing to John the
Baotlst a man had passed by .As? he did so tlohn 3 The-F-oncruuner -
had interrupted his discourse” and- pointing with his finger~had
said ~Behold the Lamb of God who taketh. away the Sins of the
ik-ioAlU () 0-<¢-'1-% —— r

World. "iTte~wasjlohnls first introduction to Jesus”™/jlt was a
strange Bmark to say about anyone and John had-s&k&n wondered
about it s43He& not only at the time but many times sinee”after
he hda beocme one of Jesus* disciples . But now ifr"0titB3—feuck-
, to his mind with an added fe~fess”™ It seemd to link itself up

with this new to a sip&ial pow”r ,a cal-Im- implied 0~ the

words Take courage , nmy son , thy sins.



- 16- 5
Then there was that other matter which had come to light
that mroning , Christ's claim to have the power to forgive sins.
That was something new , something which Jesus had never metnioned
beofre . It seemd to the young dsiclple that there were deths
beyond depths in his Master 'a persoanlitly]J and yet however deep
on® went there seemd to be always a new depth beyond waiting to
be revealed . As the younggest of the disciples meditated on
these things suddenly there came into his mind something whaich had
happened more tham six months before . It took place when he
had gone down to the river Jordan to see and hear the new Prophet
John the Baptist -th ™ strange new preacehr dressed in Camels
hairancjl a leathern girdle who had lived all his life in the
desert™eating ” locust sand wild honey ."Along with hundreds of others
John had listened to his preaching , had been deeply impressed
and had been baptlsdd by him in the waters of the Jordan
The day after he had been baptised John and his friend
and a small group of others were listneing again to the desert
preacher when the latter suddenly stopped his discourse ,
M th outstretched hand pointed to a man who was passing a few
yards from them and said "Behold the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sins of the world ".It was a strange thing to say of any-
body (and John and his friend were sufficiently intrlgue”ito want
to know more about this man - and besides there was something
attractive about his appearance ®vlo they left the Baptist and

introduced themselves to the stranger , who invited them to to

where he was stayong . There they sepnt the rest of the day and
the night .And that was how John came to know Jesus

Not only at the time b”t many times since John had .
often wondered over that strange remark by the Baptist . And now

suddenly to day it came back to him illuminated by a new signgfic-



cajjos—v—It seemed tp-~LIinK i“sen up wx u “ ~ror

mor Inin® when/Eiis master claim”~jsKto have the power to for®

And not only/made the claim~di hacked it g up by wo*M&g so Striking
am|racle y”~s they sat dow/a few minutes later tp”~the simple meal
which Peter’s mother -/in - law had prepare/for them Joim who

sat opposite his Master reagarded Him with/a look in whihc

almost audibly

away of the World

earned to link itself up in his mind witn wnai
had happen morning » when His Aaster had made the prodigious

power to forgive sins j and had not only made the
claim but had backed it up by working such a striking miracle

As theyall sat down a few minutes later (to the simple

meal which Peter’s mother - In - law had prepared for them John
happened to be sitting opposite Jeusus . As Jdn passed the salt
over to His lister their eyes met . ~esus smiled at His young
dsiciple and John had the fleeting impression tfeer not for the
first time.— that His Master knew what was p a f
In Jihn's expression love , reverence , wonder and awe were
blended togehter i-as once again the words of the Baptist

re-echoesd almost audibly in his mind —Behold the Lambo of God

Who takeht away the pins of the World



to be able to show tp nmy friends ,and hand on to ny children
and grandhhlldren as a memento of this wonderful day
After the Scribes and Pharisees had left the house they
foregatheced in the home of Abner to discuss the morning's events ,
In particular to there was enough evidence for them to
make a forma 1 -accusation of blasphemy against Jesus to the High
Priest in Jerusalem with the demand that he should be tried before
the Sanhedrin-I
one of them had changed hl*imind on this poipt as a result of the
miracle which Jesus had performed.
Three of the disciples of Jesus — Peter , James and
Joyn - had been present in Esdras' house that moming”~and had been
deepiv Impressed by wha t had happened .This was especially true of
John | the yougest of them®©' As thy throe ~tiaiii“ie&”™accompanbed
by their Mastertheir way back to Peter's house , where they
were string , tt«*young John was stran-ely silent . He was still
brooding deply over what he had seen and heard
Miracles Joi®*n had seen Jesus work before - miracles in
plenty -and it was not sas&B&Bfo. this new miracle in itself -~as a
miracle T which had made such a profound Impression on him , so
Is/the attendant circumstances . There was one phrases.expect

ia Ily which had stuck in bis mind .Jesus had said to the Scribes

and Pahrisees .."but to convince you that the Son of Man - while

He is on ea¥th,- has ppwer to forgive sins That was a
strange thing to say ----- "while He is on earhthj What dit5j”*mean
by it it suggested something temporary and passing ....as one

might say "My brother —while he was in Jericho —stayed with

our Uncle Jacob "™ The phrase as °esus h%d used it seem to carry
V 1
mysterious overtones , almost as if to suggest

that thefr beloved Friend and Master did not really belong to this



15

world at all ,but was here * ast» might say y only on a temporary

.o Tr
visit ,ffnt if this earth was not His true Home - where did I1|e
Jf-wLo'iui uinNi

come from ?1t»ww»fl he was to hear Jesus speak

of God in a special™ way as "“Father "... "In nyr Father’s House

there are many mansions "  ---- or again ( on the nightof His
forth

death )"l camejfrom the father | and have come into the world
Again | leave the world and go/oo the Father . the y oung
dsiciple% guick intuition 5had already seen in that phrase
a new glimpse into the mysterious depths of His Bfesters person-
ality . Wi

-The™ t oo/ that other matter no less strange and

mysterious - the claim to ik the power to forgive si®s® . This was

something new teteesu.,something which be* had not jefore .There
alLIC?/

seemed to be depth beyond depth in the personVbf the Master *»

Vi 0/ :

Wowever deep you Went into itthe re seems altoasy a new depth
beyond . As the young disciple meditated on these things there
came suddenly to his mind something whgﬁnd?ggshgﬁge?ﬁguggﬁéssix
monts ago .From all over Palestine hunde:ds and thousasans of
people - from™MOMr pS¥i2sf % ~% tTne_- were flocking to the
Jordan valley to see and near the new prophet - the hermit from
the desert dressed in camels skin . The young John had joined
them and had been baptised by the "Forerunner "alon%m\éviﬁh
thousands of others * The next day he made one of a eoup that
were standing listening to the:preaching of the new prophet
when all of a sudden the Baptislt interrupted his discourse
and , oolnting to a man who was passing be y , said BEHOLD THE
B@hodl the Lambo of God Who taketh away the sins of the wolrd
That was Johns first introduction to Jesus , and he and
his friend who was with him foiled the man of whom such a str nge th

thing had been said - in roduced themselves and spent the rest of



day and the night with him .

John had often wondered about this strange remark
of the Baptist about Jesus even after he had become one of
His disc pies .And now , to-day , suddenly it came back to him
with a new significance .lIt seemd somehow to link itself up
in his mind with what had happened that morning -throwing a
light on this new claim made by Jeus whlxh was implied
light on this new aspect in the character of Jesus - the claim
feazbazalaiazfea implied in the words Son Thy sins are forgiven

thee ,Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the

world
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world at all ,but was h©re * as you might say ~ only on a temporary
visit .But if this earth, was not Rip, true Home - where did. He
corns from fit was only later that he was to hear Jesus speak
of God in a specla 11 way as M3f Father In my Father* a House
there are many mansions " «.-»0r again { on the nlghtof Bis
death )*I c:!ttme from the father and have come into the world
Again | leave the world and go to the Father ". But the y oung
del©iptea quick Intuition had already seen In that phrase
a new glimpse Into the mysterious depths of His Masters person»
al'ifcy .

fheb t oo there was that other matter no lass s.range and
mysterious ~ the claim to hue the power to forgive sins < this was
something new too .something which he had. not heard before .There
seamed to be depth beyond depth in the person of the Master s
however deep you rosnt into it there seams atwasy a naw depth
beyond . As the young disciple meditated on these things there
came suddenly to his mind something Wh”ﬁndvggshgﬁge?ﬁgugggéssix
meats ago . From all over Palestine bunds ds and/thouaasans of
people » from slery:part ..of Paiiss-t'lso - were flocking to the
Jordan va’ley to see and hear the new prophet - the hermit fro®
th® desert dressed in camels skin .The young John had joined
them and had been baptised by the "Forerunner "alon%m\éviltlh
thousands of others . The next day he made one of a foup that
were standing listening to th® preaching of the new prophet
when all of a sudden the Ba.ptls.lt interrupted his discoi
and , pointing to a man who was paissing be y . said 3EHC
Aehodl the hamho of God |?ho tak tll away the ains of the

That was Johns first introduction to Jesus , and he and

hi® friend who was with him foiled the man of whom such a sfcr nge th

thing had been said - in reduced themselves and spent the rest of



4#r and the sight with him |

John hail often wondered about this strange remark
of the baptist about Jesus even after he had become one of
01ls disc plea ,»nd now » to-day , suddenly It came back to hi»
with a new significance *It seaird somehow to link Itself up
In his mind with what had happened that morning -throwing a
light on this new claim made by Jsus whixh was Implied
light on this new aspect In the character of Jesus - the claim
feashsasbiszfea implied in the words Son Thy sins are forgiven
thee ,Behold the lamb of God who tafceth away the sins of the

world »



BHfcxifexKKE&xteax&silifikKasEBdfcxfeka:

So when the shcoked Pharisees and Scribes murmured amongst
themselves that only God. can forgive sins they were absolutely
right . The only logical justification for Jesus using those
words would be that he wacxx himself was God and the only logical
alternative would be that he was either a madman or an Impostor
And certainly they did not believe he was a madman jno madman
could hold the crowds and speak as he did - therfore he was an
impostor... In the last century before the coming of Jesus there
had been Risk quite anumber of Individuals who had set themselves
up as the promised Aessiah and had claimed to have extraordinary
powers .Anyone could say Son they sins are forgiven -but that

would not necessaily mean that they were forgiven . A character

in one of Shaekespeares plays says very pomposuly "I can call
spirits from the vasty deep ": at which his interlocutor replies
Why so can | , or so can any man

But will they come when you do call for them ?".Similary anyman

can say Thy sins are Srgiven thee —but are they forgiven ?

that is the question

H

One of the major problems in the lifeof Jesus was how

to reveal to his contemporaries who he really was . In every
mysterious
ordinary human personality there depths that are not too

easy to fathorn - how much more so in His case where there were
depths reaching beyond the confines of human natire and mortality
It must be confessed that it tiould not be a simple and easy matter
to believe that the man sitting opposite you at table is

God -the God who created the stars



Then there was that other matter which had come to light
that reroning , Christ's claim to have the power to forgive sins*
That was something new , something which (©sus had never reeinioned
heofre , It sesred. to the young dslclpie that there were deths
beyond depths In his- Haster *s persoahlitly, and yet however deep
on© went there beared-to be always a nev depth beyond waiting to
be revealed . Aslthe younggsst of the disciples' meditated on
these things suddenly there came into his. mind something whaich had
happened mors than? six months before . It took plac - when he
had gone down to the river Jordan to see and hear the new Prophet
John the Baptist -this .strange new preacehr dressed In Camsls
halrand a leathern girdle who had lived ail his Ilfs In the’
desert eating " locust sand wild honey "Along with hundreds of others
John had listened to his preaching , had been deeply impressed
and had been baptlsdd by him. In the waters’, of. the Jordan
Th© day aftsr he had been baptised John and his friend
and a areall.group of others were Hstnelng again to the desert
preacher when the latter suddenly stopped his discourse , and
with outstrs-ehed hand Pointed to a roan who was passing a few
yards from there and said "Behold the Lamb of God who fcaketh
away th© sins of th© world ",It was a strange thing to say of any-
body, and John and his friend were sufficiently intrigues to want
to know more about this rean - and besides there was.aowethlng .
attractive about his appearance - so they laft the Baptist and
introduced themselves to the' stranger , who Invited there to to
where he was sta 'eng , There they sepnt the r at of the day and
th© night »And that was how John cares to know ”“saus
Not only at th© time bot many times sines John had
often wondered over that strange remark by the Baptist * And now

suddenly to day it came back to hire lllurelna ed by a nsw sign|flc-



cance . It seamed to link Itself up with what had happened that
morinlnsr ~ when His master claimed to hav© the power to forgive sins e
|]] not only made the claim bu?agacked It || up by working so striking
am|rAcle ,as they sat down a few minutes later to the simple meal
which faster*© mother —in - law had. prepared for them John who
sat opposite bis faster reagsrded Him with a look in whihc
wonder » reverence and'dove wCre"ht'Onded- -together
an expression reverence and love and wonder .as their eyes met
and Jesus smiled at him the words of the Baptist cyme most vividly
- almost .audibly -to his mind :Behold the Lamb oc God who iaketh
away the sins of the World
It seemed to link Itself up in his mind with what

had happened that morning , when His *aster had made the prodigious
claim to have the.power to forgive sins | and had not only made the
claim but had backed it up by working such a striking miracle

As theyall sat down a few minutes later to the aimpls
H Il which Peter’s mother - in - law had prepared for them John
happened to be sitting opposite Jeusus . As Jdn parsed the salt
over to His faster their eyes met . «esus smiled at His young
dsiclpl® and John had the fleeting impression th* not for the
first time - that His Master knew what was passing in His mind
In JIhn’s expression love , reverence , wonder and awe were
blended togehtar -as once again the words of the Baptist

re-echoead almost audibly In hia mind —Behold the Umbo of God

Who takeht away the »ins of the World -



had bean baptised hlsmelf by the Prophet In the waters of the Jordan

Theday after he had been baptised John and his friend
and a serall group of other pilgrim were listening again to the
Preacher fro® the desert when the latter suddenly stopped In
his discours |, Viithoutstretched hadn he pointed to a man
who was appraoching them on the other side of the river not many
yards away and said 'Behold fch Lamb of God Who tateeth away the
sins of the world " It was a strange th'ng to say of anyone
and John and hia friend were sufficiently intrigued to want to
know more about this nan*So they left the Baptist , crossed
over the river, and folowed the stranger .Than Jesus "turning round
on seeing them Fobwing him had slid to them Vg are you looking for ?
And they had replied Rabbi where do you live ? And the stranger
had said "V'Come and gee ", So they went with him and stayed with
Him for the rest of the day - and the night too *And that was how
John eem® to be a d’sclols

Not only at the tlem but many times sine® Joyn Jad often
pondered over that strange remark by the Baptist , And now ,
suddenly , to-day, It came back to him with a new significance
and -esmed to link Itself on to and shed a light unon the events
of the morning , and In particular with Jesus * claim to
have the power to forgive sins |,

as they all sat down , a:few minutes later , to the
slm,’e meal which Peter*s mother - in-law had prepared for them
John happened to be sitting opposite to Jesus ..As he passed the
salt across to His |%stsr their eyes met , As tlesus smiled at
his ardent young disciple " the disciple that ”“esue loved "John

fleeting

had the feeling impression - not for the first time - that His
% st©© knew what was passing in his mind Xn Jphns expression

love reverence loyalty wonder anda new awe w®re-b™-en$ed A&sge-trher

wereblended together



In Johns expression love»reverence , Ilyulfcy andw won er were
blended together , and as ha gaaed Into His ‘aster face the words
of the Baprist re echoed almost audibly In his mind he was f5lied

a deep sense of wonder and awe ...Behold the Lamb of Bod who taketh

away the sian of the Wor;d
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