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The Montessori Method of Education



“ The child is father of the man.”
W ordsworth.

“  In the children lies the seed com of the future.”
F roebel.

“ Who touches the child touches the most sensitive point 
o f a whole which has roots in the most distant past and 
climbs towards the infinite future.

“  Who touches the child touches the delicate and vital 
point where all can yet be decided, where all can be renewed, 
where all is pulsating with life, where the secrets of the soul 
lie hid.

“  To work consciously for the child and to go deep down, 
with the tremendous intention of understanding him, would 
be to conquer the secret of mankind, just as so many secrets 
of Nature have been conquered in the world about us.

<•“  The activity of the child has always been looked upon 
as an expression of his vitality. But his activity is really 
the work he performs in building up the man : it is the 
incarnating of the spirit.”

M ontessori.
( Times Educational Supplement.)

“  But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me ; for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.”

Matt, xix, 14.
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I have known Mr. Standing for many years and

have formed a high opinion of his character and 

abilities.

A  scientific preparation, an unusual power of 

observation, a long and varied experience as a 

teacher, a quick and sympathetic understanding 

have all combined to give him a profound insight 

into the mind of the child.

Mr. Standing also possesses in a marked 

degree the power of graphic description, together 

with literary ability and a sense of humour.

It is therefore with great pleasure and the utmost 

confidence that I recommend him.

M aria M ontessori.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

For many years Mr. Standing has been intimately con

nected with the Montessori Movement in Great Britain 

and elsewhere. He has been personally associated with 

Dr. Montessori as her Assistant in Training Courses for 

Teachers in London and Rome, and as her collaborator in 

literary work.

Mr. Standing has made a study of the Montessori Schools 

in Italy, Germany, Austria, and other countries ; and has 

lectured extensively on the Method as Dr. Montessori’s 

representative (see press cuttings). He has also contributed 

articles to many well-known journals, including : The Times 

Educational Supplement, Good Housekeeping, Teacher's 

Work, Mothers in Council, Irish School Weekly, etc. The 

official booklet on the Method at the Montessori Training 

College in Rome was written by Mr. Standing and translated 

into Italian at Dr. Montessori’s request.

For the last four years Mr. Standing has been living in 

Italy making a further study of the Montessori Principles 

and Practice, especially of its later and more advanced 

developments.

Having been a practising teacher for over fifteen years, 

the lecturer approaches the problems of education not 

merely as a theorist, but in the light of the practical exigencies 

of the schoolroom.
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PRESS NOTICES, ETC

“ Two important meetings have taken place in Dublin, a 
which the Montessori doctrines were expounded by Mr. E. M. 
Standing, B.Sc., Dip.Ed. . . .

“ By his simple unrhetorical presentation of the case for 
Montessori, Mr. Standing cannot have failed to gain disciples 
among his Dublin audiences.. . . ”

Times Educational Supplement.

“ So keen was the interest in Mr. Standing’s lecture on ‘ The 
Fundamental Principles of the Montessori Method ’ that the 
hall could not nearly hold the numbers who came, and it was 
necessary to migrate to a larger hall, which was filled to the 
gallery. . . .

“ Mr. Standing depicted to his audience the nature of the 
child with such charm and fidelity to life that the foundations 
of the Montessori Method rose as it were spontaneously before 
their eyes. . . .

“  Mr. Standing’s lecture was listened to with extraordinary 
interest and gratitude. . . . ”

Kölnischer Volkszeitung (Cologne).

“  Mr. Standing spoke yesterday at the Academy for Music on 
the ‘ Fundamental Principles of the Montessori Method.’ The 
well-filled hall (some 800 persons were present) proves the 
interest of the people of Berlin in the Italian Educationalist. . . .

“ Space unfortunately forbids us from going still further 
into Mr. Standing’s interesting lecture. . . .”

Vossische Zeitung (Berlin).

“ Mr. Standing’s fascinating lecture. . . . ”
Die Neue Erzeihung (“ The New Education,”

Berlin).

“  Mr. Standing gave some lectures on the Montessori Method 
to the students of this Department last month.
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•“ Mr. Standing is a clear and interesting lecturer, full of 
enthusiasm for his subject, and with a keen interest in education 
generally.

“  The students very much enjoyed his lectures and will 
doubtless reap inspiration and profit from them.”

L. E. Simpson, R.A.,
Lecturer in Education, Birmingham University.

“ Before he left Natal I arranged for Mr. Standing to give a 
lecture to the Elementary School Teachers of Durban and 
district. . . .

“ The lecture, which was attended by about 300 teachers, was 
a great success ; for Mr. Standing’s manner of lecturing is 
happy yet convincing. . . .”

E. R. Jones, B.A.,
Vice-Principal, Technical College, Durban.

“ Under the auspices of the Italian-American Association a 
lecture was given by Prof. E. M. Standing on the ‘ Fundamental 
Principles of the Montessori Method.’ . . .

“ The lecturer illustrated his discourse by many practical 
examples culled from his own experience with children in the 
home and the school. . . .”

Osservatore Romano (“ The Rome Observer”).



SYLLABUS OF LECTURES
©

SERIES A  :

GENERAL LECTU RES

(1) The Montessori School in Action. A  General
Description, illustrated by slides, photos, and exhibi
tion of Teaching Material.

(2) Fundamental Psychological Principles.
(3) Liberty in the Schoolroom : Its Relation to Auto- 

Education and Self-discipline.
(4) The Biological Foundations of the Montessori 

Method.
(5) Montessori Principles Applied in the Home.
(6) The New Child — or— Normality and Deviation.
(7) Froebel and Montessori. Similarities and Contrasts.

©

SERIES B :

SPECIAL PSYCH O LO G ICA L ASPECTS

(1) The “ Incarnation of Man” :— The Relation Be
tween Body and Soul in Infancy and Early Childhood.

(2) Keys that Unlock the Universe :— The Relation 
between the Senses and the Intellect.

(3) Sensitive Periods : and How to Use them in Educa
tion.

(4) The Centre and the Periphery:— Bodily Activity in 
relation to Intellectual Development.

(5) Cosmos and Microcosmos.— The Creation of a 
World Within.

(6) Intellectual Expansion and the Conditions which
Favour It.

(7) A New Career for Women— The Montessori 
Directress.

(8) The Child’s Environment: Its Nature, Function 
and Limits.

(9) “ TheLast Revolution” :— The Child Versus the Adult.
(10) Montessori Principles and the Problem of Peace.

8



SERIES C :
LECTU RES ON M ONTESSORI PRACTICE

(1) The Infants’ Class. The Elementary Didactic 
Material.

(2) The Exercises in Practical Life.
(3) Reading and Writing.

“ Psycho-Arithmetic ” — A  series of Four.
(4) Lecture I. The Sure Foundation.

Unconscious Preparations.
The Numbers 1-10.
Ordinals and Cardinals.
Significance of Zero.
Number Rods, Spindles, Odds and 

Evens. Number Games.
(5) Lecture II. The Decimal System.

Units, Tens, Hundreds, Thousands. 
“  The Bird’s-eye View.”
Numerical Notation. Counting. 
Geometrical Aspect of Numbers. 
Squares and Cubes.
Passage from Concrete to Abstract, 

from Reality to Symbols.
(6) Lecture III. The Four Operations.

Principle of “  Parallel Exercises.”  
The “  Snake Game.”
“ Stamp Numbers.”
The Four Operations in the Concrete 

seen in their Visible Relations one 
to the other.

(7) Lecture IV. Multiplication.
Tables.
Multiplication by Units. 
Multiplication by Several Figures.

(8) Lecture V. Division.
Simple and Long Division.
Finding the Square Root.

(9) “ Psycho-Geometry.”
(10) Grammar. Parts of Speech ; Case ; Analysis of 

Sentences, etc.
(11) Music.
(12) Religion. 9



N ote :

Further details as to subject-matter of any of the above 
lectures will be supplied on request.

®

DEM O N STRATIO N  OF TEACH IN G  M ATER IAL
The Lectures in Series “  C ”  are based entirely on 

Practical Demonstrations in the use of Didactic Material.
In Series A  and B practical demonstrations with Materials 

are also given wherever such demonstrations help to illustrate 
the principles under discussion.

Every lecture may be accompanied by an exhibition of 
Didactic Material if desired.

PARENTS AN D  NURSERY GOVERNESSES

Lectures Series A. Nos. 5 and 6, B. 1, 7, 8, 9. C. 1 and 2, 
are particularly suited for parents, governesses and nurses, 
as well as teachers.

FEES FOR LECTU RES 

Single, or in Series, by arrangement.

Write to E. M . Standing,
24 Lake View, 

Edgware,
Middlesex.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 

MONTESSORI METHOD TO-DAY

The Montessori Method came into the world as a new 
and vital principle. More important than any particular 
application is the germinal idea which lies behind it.

Every new idea— whatever the sphere of thought in 
which it operates— takes time to develop, to unfold the 
possibilities latent within it. The greater the depth, 
power and originality of an idea, the wider is the field over 
which— as the years pass— it makes its influence felt.

It is now nearly a generation ago since the Montessori 
idea swept like a dazzling comet across the sphere of educa
tion, as the astonished world read of the almost incredible 
doings of those small children in the first “  Casa dei Bam- 
bmi in Rome. Yet we find the Montessori Principle as 
powerful in the world to-day as ever it was. Indeed more 
powerful : for it is still growing, still developing, still 
making new conquests ; and, what is most significant of 
all, still true to its original definitions. Every year students 
c?me §reat expense and inconvenience from every part 
of the globe to study those principles at the fountain-head 
m Dr. Montessori’s well-known “ International Training 
Courses.”  s

For a quarter of a century the Montessori idea has been 
confronting the opposing forces of prejudice, ignorance and 
established custom ; and in that time has wrought, or is 
working out a revolution in infant education in every 
civilized country. Its influence is felt far beyond the 
circle of Dr. Montessori’s orthodox followers, and can be 
traced as a vital factor in the Nursery School Movement, 
the Individual Work System, the Dalton Plan, and in many 
other developments.

The original impetus of the movement is not spent. 
Every year it continues to expand like a living thing, reveal
ing new aspects, unsuspected affinities, fresh applications—  
like a leaven which is slowly and surely leavening the whole 
lump of education (which is still “ lumpy”  enough in 
parts!). „ 6
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Six years ago Sir Percy Nunn of the University of London 
wrote : “  It argues no ingratitude to the great name of Froe- 
bel and his thousands of devoted followers to connect the 
new impulse which is everywhere at work in our schools 
more directly with the doctrine and labours of Maria Mon- 
tessori than with any other single source.”  Änd Dr. Ballard 
— for thirty years Inspector under the L .C.C.— states that 
the impulse of the Montessori Principles revolutionized the 
Infant Schools in London within a dozen years. And what is 
happening in England is happening to a greater or lesser 
degree in all the other countries of Europe, and even beyond 
the borders of European civilization.

To many persons the name Montessori still merely stands 
for a new way of teaching small children— for a sort of 
modified Kindergarten. They do not realize that behind 
this movement there is the irresistible strength of a new and 
vital principle, which must in the long run inevitably affect 
our whole way of regarding the problem of how to deal with 
the rising generation, from earliest infancy to adolescence.

It is not yet realized in many educational circles to what 
a considerable extent Dr. Montessori has herself worked 
out the application of her principles beyond the Kinder
garten age, on the one hand ; and on the other, for the very 
small child of pre-school age in the home.

What are these Montessori Principles, and how can they 
be applied in the Home, the Kindergarten and the School
room ?

That is just the subject matter of the present lectures. 
Suffice it to say, here, that they are living principles, be
cause they are based on the humble and patient observation 
of Life itself. This is why Prof. Godefroy— Lecturer in 
Psychology in the University of Amsterdam— remarks th a t: 
“  Those who are not favourable to the Montessori Method 
ask, sceptically, what will become of the Method after a 
number of years, meaning to imply that before long a new 
system will have taken its place. It is not difficult to 
explain to such that the Montessori Method is founded on 
general characteristics of life proper to all organisms, and 
that it will last as long as life itself lasts. It is not possible 
to imagine that such a principle, having once been introduced 
into Pedagogy, could ever be abandoned.”

E.M.S.







Jf
cJ

tJ
L

J^
Jb

JU
L

±
JL

JU
U

tA
j(

^
JL

±
.j

U
k

JU
L

±
JI

^
JU

!^
!U

U
^

<*?9

UUUUULJÎ JL̂
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I have known Mr. Standing for many years and 

have formed a high opinion of his character and 

abilities.

A  scientific preparation, an unusual power of 

observation, a long and varied experience as a 

teacher, a quick and sympathetic understanding 

have all combined to give him a profound insight 

into the mind of the child.

Mr. Standing also possesses in a marked 

degree the power of graphic description, together 

with literary ability and a sense of humour.

It is therefore with great pleasure and the utmost 

confidence that I recommend him.

M aria M ontessori.



BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

For many years Mr. Standing has been intimately con

nected with the Montessori Movement in Great Britain 

and elsewhere. He has been personally associated with 

Dr. Montessori as her Assistant in Training Courses for 

Teachers in London and Rome, and as her collaborator in 

literary work.

Mr. Standing has made a study of the Montessori Schools 

in Italy, Germany, Austria, and other countries ; and has 

lectured extensively on the Method as Dr. Montessori’s 

representative (see press cuttings). He has also contributed 

articles to many well-known journals, including : The Times 

Educational Supplement, Good Housekeeping, Teacher's 

Work, Mothers in Council, Irish School Weekly, etc. The 

official booklet on the Method at the Montessori Training 

College in Rome was written by Mr. Standing and translated 

into Italian at Dr. Montessori’s request.

For the last four years Mr. Standing has been living in 

Italy making a further study of the Montessori Principles 

and Practice, especially of its later and more advanced 

developments.

Having been a practising teacher for over fifteen years, 

the lecturer approaches the problems of education not 

merely as a theorist, but in the light of the practical exigencies 

of the schoolroom.
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PRESS NOTICES, ETC.

“ Two important meetings have taken place in Dublin, a 
which the Montessori doctrines were expounded by Mr. E. M. 
Standing, B.Sc., Dip.Ed. . . .

“ By his simple unrhetorical presentation of the case for 
Montessori, Mr. Standing cannot have failed to gain disciples 
among his Dublin audiences...

Times Educational Supplement.

“ So keen was the interest in Mr. Standing’s lecture on ‘ The 
Fundamental Principles of the Montessori Method ’ that the 
hall could not nearly hold the numbers who came, and it was 
necessary to migrate to a larger hall, which was filled to the 
gallery. . . .

“  Mr. Standing depicted to his audience the nature of the 
child with such charm and fidelity to life that the foundations 
of the Montessori Method rose as it were spontaneously before 
their eyes. . . .

“ Mr. Standing’s lecture was listened to with extraordinary 
interest and gratitude. . . . ”

Kölnischer Volkszeitung (Cologne).

“ Mr. Standing spoke yesterday at the Academy for Music on 
the ‘ Fundamental Principles of the Montessori Method.’ The 
well-filled hall (some 800 persons were present) proves the 
interest of the people of Berlin in the Italian Educationalist. . . .

“  Space unfortunately forbids us from going still further 
into Mr. Standing’s interesting lecture. . . .”

Vossische Zeitung (Berlin).

“  Mr. Standing’s fascinating lecture. . . .”
Die Neue Erzeihung (“  The New Education,”

Berlin).

“  Mr. Standing gave some lectures on the Montessori Method 
to the students of this Department last month.
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“ Mr. Standing is a clear and interesting lecturer, full of 
enthusiasm for his subject, and with a keen interest in education 
generally.

“  The students very much enjoyed his lectures and will 
doubtless reap inspiration and profit from them.”

L. E. Simpson, B.A.,
Lecturer in Education, Birmingham University.

“ Before he left Natal I arranged for Mr. Standing to give a 
lecture to the Elementary School Teachers of Durban and 
district. . . .

“ The lecture, which was attended by about 300 teachers, was 
a great success ; for Mr. Standing’s manner of lecturing is 
happy yet convincing. . . .”

E. R. Jones, B.A.,
Vice-Principal, Technical College, Durban.

“ Under the auspices of the Italian-American Association a 
lecture was given by Prof. E. M. Standing on the ‘ Fundamental 
Principles of the Montessori Method.’ . . .

“  The lecturer illustrated his discourse by many practical 
examples culled from his own experience with children in the 
home and the school. . . .”

Osservatore Romano (“ The Rome Observer” ).



SYLLABUS OF LECTURES
®

SERIES A  :

GENERAL LECTU RES

(1) The Montessori School in Action. A  General 
Description, illustrated by slides, photos, and exhibi
tion of Teaching Material.

(2) Fundamental Psychological Principles.
(3) Liberty in the Schoolroom : Its Relation to Auto- 

Education and Self-discipline.
(4) The Biological Foundations of the Montessori 

Method.
(5) Montessori Principles Applied in the Home.
(6) The New Child— or— Normality and Deviation.
(7) Froebel and Montessori. Similarities and Contrasts.

©

SERIES B :

SPECIAL PSYCH O LO G ICAL ASPECTS

(1) The “ Incarnation of Man” :— The Relation Be
tween Body and Soul in Infancy and Early Childhood.

(2) Keys that Unlock the Universe:— The Relation 
between the Senses and the Intellect.

(3) Sensitive Periods : and How to Use them in Educa
tion.

(4) The Centre and the Periphery:— Bodily Activity in 
relation to Intellectual Development.

(5) Cosmos and Microcosmos.— The Creation of a 
World Within.

(6) Intellectual Expansion and the Conditions which
Favour It.

(7) A New Career for Women— The Montessori 
Directress.

(8) The Child’s Environment: Its Nature, Function 
and Limits.

(9) “ TheLast Revolution” :— The Child Versus the Adult.
(10) Montessori Principles and the Problem of Peace.

8



SERIES C  :
LECTU RES ON M ONTESSORI PRACTICE

(1) The Infants’ Class. The Elementary Didactic 
Material.

(2) The Exercises in Practical Life.
(3) Reading and Writing.

“  Psycho-Arithmetic ” — A  series of Four.
(4) Lecture I. The Sure Foundation.

Unconscious Preparations.
The Numbers 1-10.
Ordinals and Cardinals.
Significance of Zero.
Number Rods, Spindles, Odds and 

Evens. Number Games.
(5) Lecture II. The Decimal System.

Units, Tens, Hundreds, Thousands. 
“  The Bird’s-eye View.”
Numerical Notation. Counting. 
Geometrical Aspect of Numbers. 
Squares and Cubes.
Passage from Concrete to Abstract, 

from Reality to Symbols.
(6) Lecture III. The Four Operations.

Principle of “  Parallel Exercises.” 
The “  Snake Game.”
“ Stamp Numbers.”
The Four Operations in the Concrete 

seen in their Visible Relations one 
to the other.

(7) Lecture IV. Multiplication.
Tables.
Multiplication by Units. 
Multiplication by Several Figures.

(8) Lecture V. Division.
Simple and Long Division.
Finding the Square Root.

(9) “ Psycho-Geometry.”
(10) Grammar. Parts of Speech ; Case ; Analysis of 

Sentences, etc.
(11) Music.
(12) Religion. 9



N ote :

Further details as to subject-matter of any of the above 
lectures will be supplied on request.

®

DEM O N STRATIO N  OF TEACH IN G  M ATER IAL
^ 5  Lectures in Series “  C  ”  are based entirely on 

.Practical Demonstrations in the use of Didactic Material. 4
In Series A  and B practical demonstrations with Materials 

are also given wherever such demonstrations help to illustrate 
the principles under discussion.

Every lepture may be accompanied by an exhibition of >
Didactic Material if  desired.

PARENTS AN D  NURSERY GOVERNESSES

Lectures Series A. Nos. 5 and 6, B. 1, 7, 8, 9. C. 1 and 2 
are particularly suited for parents, governesses and nurses 
as well as teachers. ’

FEES FOR LECTU RES 

Single, or in Series, by arrangement.

Write to E. M. Standing, *

24 Lake View,
Edgware,

Middlesex.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 

MONTESSORI METHOD TO-DAY

The Montessori Method came into the world as a new 
and vital principle. More important than any particular 
application is the germinal idea which lies behind it.

Every new idea— whatever the sphere of thought in 
which it operates— takes time to develop, to unfold the 
possibilities latent within it. The greater the depth, 
power and originality of an idea, the wider is the field over 
which— as the years pass— it makes its influence felt.

It is now nearly a generation ago since the Montessori 
idea swept like a dazzling comet across the sphere of educa
tion, as the astonished world read of the almost incredible 
doings of those small children in the first “  Casa dei Bam- 
bini ”  in Rome. Yet we find the Montessori Principle as 
powerful in the world to-day as ever it was. Indeed more 
powerful : for it is still growing, still developing, still 
making new conquests ; and, what is most significant of 
all, still true to its original definitions. Every year students 
come at great expense and inconvenience from every part 
of the globe to study those principles at the fountain-head 
in Dr. Montessori’s well-known “  International T raining 
Courses.”

F°r a quarter of a century the Montessori idea has been 
confronting the opposing forces of prejudice, ignorance and 
established custom ; and in that time has wrought, or is 
working out a revolution in infant education in every 
civilized country. Its influence is felt far beyond the 
circle of Dr. Montessori’s orthodox followers, and can be 
traced as a vital factor in the Nursery School Movement, 
the Individual Work System, the Dalton Plan, and in many 
other developments.

The original impetus of the movement is not spent. 
Every year it continues to expand like a living thing, reveal
ing new aspects, unsuspected affinities, fresh applications—  
like a leaven which is slowly and surely leavening the whole 
lump of education (which is still “  lumpy ” enough in 
parts !).

II



Six years ago Sir Percy Nunn of the University of London 
wrote : “  It argues no ingratitude to the great name of Froe- 
bel and his thousands of devoted followers to connect the 
new impulse which is everywhere at work in our schools 
more directly with the doctrine and labours of Maria Mon- 
tessori than with any other single source.”  And Dr. Ballard 
— for thirty years Inspector under the L .C.C.— states that 
the impulse of the Montessori Principles revolutionized the 
Infant Schools in London within a dozen years. And what is 
happening in England is happening to a greater or lesser 
degree in all the other countries of Europe, and even beyond 
the borders of European civilization.

To many persons the name Montessori still merely stands 
for a new way of teaching small children— for a sort of 
modified Kindergarten. They do not realize that behind 
this movement there is the irresistible strength of a. new and 
vital principle, which must in the long run inevitably affect 
our whole way of regarding the problem of how to deal with 
the rising generation, from earliest infancy to adolescence.

It is not yet realized in many educational circles to what 
a considerable extent Dr. Montessori has herself worked 
out the application of her principles beyond the Kinder
garten age, on the one hand ; and on the other, for the very 
small child of pre-school age in the home.

What are these Montessori Principles, and how can they 
be applied in the Home, the Kindergarten and the School
room ?

That is just the subject matter of the present lectures. 
Suffice it to say, here, that they are living principles, be
cause they are based on the humble and patient observation 
of Life itself. This is why Prof. Godefroy— Lecturer in 
Psychology in the University of Amsterdam— remarks th at: 
“  Those who are not favourable to the Montessori Method 
ask, sceptically, what will become of the Method after a 
number of years, meaning to imply that before long a new 
system will have taken its place. It is not difficult to 
explain to such that the Montessori Method is founded on 
general characteristics of life proper to all organisms, and 
that it will last as long as life itself lasts. It is not possible 
to imagine that such a principle, having once been introduced 
into Pedagogy, could ever be abandoned.”

E.M.S.
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