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F E A S T  OF ST. M I C H A E L  A N D  A L LT H E  A N G E L S
(This a r t i c l e  becomes to p ic a l on S e p t, 29*}

by« « l A r

E^JSaifclgag,, .StoU n g— CB«.SfcJAuthor of
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Mount S t , Vincent 4331 -  35th Ave, S.W, S e a tt le  6 , WashIn«ton Phone We 7 -  3700



SAINT MICHAEL *WD aLL THE ANGELSAutumn is now upon u s, an® In almost ©very garden Michaelmas daisies are making a brave show. One wonders how many of the thousands of people, who pluck bunches of these beautifu l l i t t l e  flowers to adorn their houses, ever give even a thought to that great being in whose honour they are named, For to-day , Is the Feast of S t , Michael and A ll  the Angels,I t  must be confessed that angels are very much out of fashion in these modern times, th eir places having been largely taken by aeroplanes! The la tte r  have a great advantage over the former,In the matter of general recognition, owing to the fa ct that they are easily  v is ib le , whereas the angels — being pure s p ir its  — occupy no space at a l l  (any ©or® than out thoughts do) and there­fore they cannot be observed, not even with the aid of telescope or microscope!In the Middle Ages, and right down to Shakespeare’ s time, angels were much more in vogue than they-are with us* When the ghost appears to Hamlet the frightened Prince quite naturally and spontaneously exclaim s, ” Angels and ministers of grace, defend us, and of course, as everyone knows, M ilton’ s great poets, ”T|l0g t is a l l  about the revolt of those angels "who f e l l ,  like L u cife r , never to rise a g a in ,”Ju st because these c e le s t ia l beings are , by their very nature, pure s p ir its  ( i , e , , have no bodies), their mental processes are not encumbered with matters they are not in any way dependent on brain c e l ls . Therefore their manner of thinking, reasoning and w illin g  Is instantaneous and p erfect. That is  why an Angel’ s decision once made is f in a l;  It can never bs reconsidered. When



„ p _the fa lle n  angels rebelled against God. they put their whole beingsinto a sw ift act of decision ao cornels t e l* ..that .there .was -nothingl e f t  over. That is why the prophet Esakiel* in describing his vision spoke of those mysterious creatures that came and want inthe force of their s p ir it  like . liv in g  flashes ..of..l ig h t ? lust as weread In the Gospel that Christ sa id , " I  saw Satan f a l l  lik e* lig h t end­ing fro» Heaven*”But han oily , as Shakespeare t e l ls  u s, "angels are bright © till though the brightest f e l l ” j and without a doubt those who banish these radiant beings from their schema of things live  in an impoverished universe. Especially is  th is true of the world in which children l iv e , "whose angels” (as Christ said) ”do always behold the face of your Father in Heaven,” The sense of secu rity , as is  well known, weans a great deal to small children , and that is  why they experience particular joy and sa tisfactio n  in being told about their guardian angel.You can meet many people in the world to-day who would says But why teach children about their guardian angels when we know that the whole idea of angels are only a medieval superstition . Are they? Francis Thompson is much nearer the truth when he says: -  "The angels keep their ancient places j Turn but a stone and sta rt a wingi * f  is ye, * t is  your estranged faces That miss the many-aplendoured th in g ,”
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