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THE NEW CHILDREN - A MIRaCLE in education

This la not the place to describe the many , various and
astonishing events whlhc came tunblln on9 after the other as out
of a conjuror's hat , fluring that first year , 1907, that
Annus M lrabllls 1907* , in the first Casa del Bambini In Ro,e
If any reader Is not acquainted with these happenings It would
be a great help towards the better understanding of this essay
If he were to pause here and read them .This could be done by
reading Montessorl*s own account of them In her SECRET OF CHILD.}.
HOOD , Chapt Il , especially that part of It entitle "What
fhey Showed me ".A similar account can be found in the present write
ers nook MARIA MONTE3SORI HER LIFE AND WORK In chapter Il under
the title Discovery

From our present point of view what Is Importance Is to lay
stress unon the fact that the real cause of the big stir set going
by Montessorl in the field of education fifty years ago was not
the discovery of a ew i%thod but —to put It succinctly - the
Discovery of the Child , It is o not too much to say that to many
of those who witnessed these " revelations $ by the children It
seerod that anew dimension had been added to human nature In the
soul of the child

For it was not only Montessorl but hundreds of others who came
from far and near to Rome to see things for themselves who received
the same Impression .To take eranr(]e example , The London Times
( Educational Supplement ) sent out Its sub-editor , %s Shelia
adice , to find out what all the fuss was about , and write up this
new educational movement which had taken the world by storm .0On her
return she published a book , the title of which was THE NEW

CHILDREN . Another observer described his Impressions under the



title THE DISCOVERY OF THE HUMAN SOUL »and still a third asa

MIHaCLE in EDUCATION , The Queen of Italy at that time , Quean
those forst

Nargherlta , was a frequent visitor to Dr Montessorl’'/ schools

and became a close friend of Montessorl .She remarked "I prophesy
that a new pholosophy of life will arise from what we are learning
from these children ”, The "sad of a well-known Rellg&ous wder

\V *

remarked that "This is a dlscoery more Importnat than &arcon*s"

Even to-day - after fifty years - the Impression made on most
dslearning people when they visit a good Montessorl School for the
first time Is not dissimilar * They are apt to make such a comment
as ."These children do not behave like ordinary children , the
children | have known all my life .They are chaged In character

more concentrated »better mannered »more socially developed , and
Infinitely more self-disciplined ; In a word they are like New
Children ™

( on topage 26)



THE HEW CHILDREN or - THE NEW METHOD ?

If’'you were fco ask the average educated person to-day ( or
at least till two or three years ago )who was Montessari the
great majority of them would would probably reply t at she was
an <mtallan lady who Invented a new method of education for small
children - a sort of modified kindergarten < And some of them
the more ( mis | ) Informed might go on to add j but the method
Is out of date row having been superceded (or eclipsed ) by
others more in line with the findings of the most modern psycho-
logical research , Almost certainly you would not hear any of them
talking anout A Miracle In Education «The Discovery of the Human
Soul or The New Children» How and why did It corns about in the
Intervening years that Montessorl thus came to be associated
in the general mind xjsfc with an educational Method and not
with the astonishing revelation of "He New Children ? And which
is the more important the more essential thing — the Kontessori
Method or the New Children - the discovery of that Deepr nature
in all normal children of which we have s'oaken at length above ?
Montessorl herself constantly In later years spoke of her method
"I'' mio metod,0 " and actually wrote a hook under that title -«
How can we reconcile these apparently contradictory points of
view ?

NO METHOD AT THE BEGINNING

Briefly the answer to thisis as folive f When Montessorl
began her work with the slum children in San Lorenz® she had
mo method t ;he Montessorl 4*ethod did not as yet exist , She
makes it quite clear and beyond any doubt . What came first was
the unexpected revelation of the Hew children - the conversion of

those shy , timid , slatternly , Ignorant young vandals form the



the slum tenement building Into the orderly , self-dlsclpllned

Intellectually eager , order -loving Indivluals .... ipto In
fact the new children . No one was more surprised at t'’-Is
unexpected revelation of the deepr nature In the child than she
herself was . And here ge might remind ouraelces ef something
that Monteaser! herself was never tired of repeating , vis that
one - If not the chief factor in bringing about this reval4ion
wasthe almost uliquo absence of adult Interference , a circum-

stance which made it possible for the children to act spontaneously
A NEW METHOD AND A NEW SCIENCE OF EDUCATION COMES

INTO EXISTENCE

In her own brilliant account of this period Montessolr
tells us how she came to provide the children with the letters
of the alphabet - the sand paper letters and the card-board cut
out letters for composlag words « She had no Intention at the
outset of teaching these four and four and a half year olds how
to read and write for " | shared the general prejudice that It
was necessary to begin writing as late as possible - certainly
not before the age of six ", This led to the well -known
"explosion into writing "(l) followed some six months later by
the sxptsion into fading «Thereupon follwed the creation of the
~eadlng Commands 3 and then more advanced materials for reading
in the form of a little library

And so once started one thing led to anther because
the Insatiable appetite of new knowledge shown by the children
increased by what It fwd on , The same sort of thing haopened
In the sphere of Number . The Number rods -most valuable in
themselves at a certain intltlal stage - soon proved to need

to be supplement by other and more advanced numt r materials
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Ifyou were to ask the average educated person to-day "m®r- _
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)n the sphere of Number . The Number rods -most valuable in
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This spontaneous conventration - this long lontinued
individual work -each child working at its own pace and at its
chosen ®azx task -could never have been produced if Montessori had.
tried to feed, these insatiable minds 1 "hugry lions 1) by means of
direct collective teaching with the use of class primers

It was first of all necessayr that the psychological main
SPRING-which had brought about the revelation of the New children
should not be tampered with - that is , that the children whoould be
liberated from any unnecessary adult incluence and he free to
choose their own occupations and work with them as long as they
liked.

This it became quite clear yhatthis co Id only be donw by pro-
viding the children iith sepcailly prepared materials for study -
or if you prefer for culture - in the various school subjects
in Arithem etci ,English , Geometry , History ”eography and. so forht
In this way , thorugh the collaboration of amny helpers »working
under the directing genius of Montessori an Immense amount of new
teaching marerials came into existence . Ansd so in this way
came into exiatence what we have elsewher e decibed a the
Prepared ”~aths toxlfatiaK« Culture

This was not an easy task ; but in the carrying of it out
Montessori and her assistants had one sure guide — the Child
And in this the sponataneous concentration of the children on these
new materials was the acid test by which we knew that we were on the

right road



with the task of creating new and ever more advanced materials

for assisting the msptal development of these gxH* « free 1 child-
ren wuo with their ” absorbent minds " - untamelled by adult inter-
ference fell upon these materials for culture «like hungry lions

why new Materials were necessary

The question might be raised :Why was it necessary for Montessorl
to create new materials for teaching the Three "R"s ,and other
subjects ?Were there npt plenty of eaching aids - visual aids an<T
so on already in existence togAether with a varietycé%’ssﬁ’rimers for
these subjects ?

The answer to this is very germane to our main theme . For it
must be remembered that this was already at that early, stage anew
kind of schools withdistlnguishing characteristics .Amongst these
we might mention
I) the children worked individually , where as the primers mentions

were designed for K*a:Mxi collective class teaching or at least

for group teaching
I1) The children chose their occupations and contiuned at them as long
they liked ( until «The Cycle of work ” was completed )
I11) They were not forced to work - and note it was work they did
and not play
V) They showed astonishing spontaenous concentra”tik "Ton~th”~"
work - at the end of which
V) The appeared rested rather than fatigued
Now in order to make this possible it was ( and is ) neece
ary to supply the shildren withspeclal materials for culture so de
-ned that a) they solicit in the children a spontaneous activity
combining hand and brain which b) tends to a repetition on the

part of the children , and c) through this activity and repetition



3/\
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And tp sfeak more precisely -r-the concen'raion of the child.
»

Ffhm tjhCjvery b«jhnning it was this congjeirfcration in ~he~childreny

nghl im;/)resye< L:tHKxdaiikx™xxxxixx/ -as iij/the in”idpht
described on pass'™ 6f the small child knd”~the gMnders
"Many times after wards | observed thls p h e n ~

tration ; and always actfcaxxxHKfcxxBRk | observed that the child

~snsflrggm such work more rpeosed , better in his behavious , full

of a moral force - almost as if a new path had been opened up in the
depths of his soul. I had now the certalnty that the devel-
opment of'character . oflJihe”entlments , and of _dlaclpline
should**proceed frgm this mysterious and hidden source : and

I I knew tkali a law with regard to the soul capable of resolv-
invg~the pnoblemH of education had been revealed to me ."

So now my work was to seek experimental! for objects
which were able to stimulate concentration and to make a study
of the environment most favorable to it . It was thus that

]| began to build up my method . AIll nysychologists agree that

there is only one perfect method of education - to have a profound

Interest and an attention lively and sustained . | -jOuh**.

My wish then was just this to bring about and use these states

of concentration - with the mechanical repetition of the exercises

which 1Is bound up with them -and kbcasin this way teach everything

whichbelonged to the acquisition of culture — writing , reading
drawingl grammar and arithemetlc , geometry and foreign lang-
uages etc.The attention in order to concentrate needs stimuli
with increasing gradations . strike

First come the..ob-jao4?«--wh-Ich appeal . . S

First it is the objects which appeal to the sense whihch inter-

est the children : the cylinders , the various dimensions, the

grading of colours ,the recognition of musical notes , the

||r*,SMUE?r~ asSr ”.:))n?»s»:h' ‘qg'



2>/

grammar »arithmetic the problesms of history »nature and so

on upwards until finally we come tothings more high and more

abstract - which form as it were which reaches

right up to heaven "(The Foundations of my ~ethod Vita dell

Infanzia «arch 1963 )
i/Lv. e

0? "Nallaa/ f-i r V.
E~*CAC

0%
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necessary for bringing them into existence again. That is why we
can now say with scientific certainty that the "New Children" © as
they were called when they appeared in Montessori's slum schools 50
years ag© - are n®©t imaginary beings. There existence is a sober
scientific fact. They can be produced for all and sundry t© see,
provided that the right conditions are prepared, just as you can produce
dahlias ©r sweet peas if you set about it in the right way, that is if
you have the right soil, climate and environmental conditions generally.

It will help t® clarify our discussion if, at this point, we make
a substantial quotation fro® an article written in by Dr. MOntess@ri
and recently printed in the "Ce&munications”, The official bulletin ®f
the Association Mentesseri Internationale. We shall give these qu®©-
tatiens at some length, even though in doing s® it may entail a certain
amount ©f repetition here and there.

It might interest us t© know the conditions under which these

two different natures manifest themselves. Those which pro-

duce the tendencies belonging to the superficial nature are

those which generally exist. One must realize that t© awake

the ©nes, belonging t© the deeper nature, one could not have

made a pre-established plan, because they were unkown and

therefore no one could set out in search of thequ It was nec-

essary that f©r causes not entirely due to chance, these mani-

festations should get the possibility to appear. To under-

stand what happened ©ne must have a vision of two different

processes t© arrive at psychological knowledge. One is Re-

search. This involves a psychologist who wants to investigate

a certain aspect and sets out t© do s@. He knows beforehand

what he wants and proceeds in his investigation by one method

or antasx another



I must affirm again ...... not the outcome ... plan of
action ., fhey wser s ( p 7) not the outocme of anp slxed method |,

Ob the contrary ... .y comparison e

*WERE “THE NEW CnlUJR N “ REALLY NSW ?

Whatever the right conditions are for the manifestation of
the marvellous characterisites of "the New Children " we might
ask —did they ever exist heofre the advent of Montessori < Was
she the first to see these marvel® us traits in action ? Let Mont

herself reply ..,.""1 am certainly not (page ? bottom * .
See Sod and the Thild

po 15 - 16 —- oelonged to another dLanet
back to palp; 8 small print

As a matter of fact xest saw thses ohenomenton only
once wmThey were a passing phase in bis school and he did not see
them again. But they remained impreaseed on his souljand he wrote
about them In the endeavout ro to share the new faith he had gained

in a leaser degree
but he did not know how to reproduce them ,i'he same experience
came to Tolsyoy in his village school In j but he
tooo was not able to reproduce It |,

"So here we have the case of a discovery but the discoverer
has no power to reproduce the pehnomenon because he does not know
the conditions which brought about the discoverey , At renlnds one
of a soty by 0 nenry of a bartender who- In mixing his drinks -
by accident procduced a simoly marvellours cocktail , Every one
went made about this woder fit drink which which produced an almost
beatific state of hapolness — and everyone ealamoured for more
But nfortunatley the bartender could not remember what were the
Ingredients he had put lhto It nor their proportions , So the
wonderful cocktail was lost for ever *

What distinguished Montes ro form resfcaloozil in this matter

was the fat that she was able to recognise the conditions which



Meamsb *le a Iday who ha 3 come -with me had been starting
some other children to work wi h a different peice of the
Kontessori arithmetic material -- the short bead stair . The
sxpericse consisted In dolngn a lot of little sumsln add’tlon
and subs mactlon with the units under 10-) Two littel girls
sat together almost feverislyy occupied with this work and
onr of them - qyulte off her own bat - volunteered the
rmmark "You know this Is the first time that | have really
worked at this school (she had been a year in the Kindertarten
and. half a year in urade One .)

The same lady had been visiting a Montessorl school
in Portland , regon a week or two before . There she has
seen a little girl writing a sentence in ~ranch . She asked the

that sentence

Directress Dan she read those words ? And the Direcress replied
"No she is only practising writing the words in *ren h . At this

the little girl looked up and said"Yes | can and therenoon
began to read the sentences quite accurately . In fact

"on na peut jamais dire "with Montessori children .1t is extra
ordinaryhow much they pick up from their environment on “heir
own and every Montessor! directress will tell you how often

she is astonished to find out what the children have learned quit

independently of her assistnacne
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