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THE NEW CHILDREN -  A MIRa CLE in  e d u c a t io n
T h is  la  not the p la c e  to  d e s c r ib e  the many , v a r io u s  and a s t o n is h in g  e v e n ts  whlhc came tu n b lln  on9 a f t e r  the o th e r as out o f a c o n ju r o r 's  h a t  , flu rin g  th a t  f i r s t  y ear , 1907, th a t  Annus M l r a b l l l s 1907* , in  the f i r s t  Casa d e l Bam bini In R o ,e  .I f  any rea d er Is  n o t a cq u a in te d  w ith  th e se  hap p en in gs I t  would be a g r e a t  h e lp  tow ards the b e t t e r  u n d e rsta n d in g  o f t h is  e ssa y  I f  he were to  pause h e re  and read them .T h is  co u ld  be done by re a d in g  M o n te ss o rl* s  own a cco u n t o f them In h e r  SECRET OF CHILD.}.HOOD , Chapt I I  ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th a t  p a r t  o f I t  e n t i t l e  "What fh ey Showed me " .A  s im ila r  a cco u n t can be found in  the p re se n t w r ite  e rs  nook MARIA M0NTE3S0RI HER LIFE AND WORK In c h a p te r  I I  under the t i t l e  D isco v e ry  .From our p re se n t p o in t o f view  what Is  Im portance Is  to  la y  s t r e s s  unon the f a c t  th a t  th e r e a l cau se o f the b ig  s t i r  s e t  g o in g  by M o n te sso rl in the f i e l d  o f  e d u c a tio n  f i f t y  y e a rs  ago was not the d is c o v e r y  o f  a ew i% thod b u t — to  put I t  s u c c in c t ly  -  th e D isco v e ry  o f the C h ild  ,  I t  i s  o n o t to o much t o  say th a t  to  many o f th o se  who w itn e sse d  th ese  " r e v e la t io n s  $ by the c h ild r e n  I t  seerod th a t  anew dim ension had been added to  human n a tu re  In th e  s o u l o f  the c h i ld  .F or i t  was not on ly  M o n tesso rl but hundreds o f o th e rs  who camefrom  f a r  and n ear to  Rome to  see th in g s  f o r  th em selves who re ce iv e danth e  same Im pression  .T o  ta k e  erne exam ple ,  The London Times ( E d u c a tio n a l Supplem ent ) se n t out I t s  s u b -e d ito r  , % s  S h e lia  a d ic e  , to  f in d  out what a l l  the fu s s  was about ,  and w r ite  up t h is  new e d u c a t io n a l movement which had tak en  the w orld by storm  .O n h e r  re tu rn  she p u b lish e d  a book , the t i t l e  o f which was THE NEW CHILDREN . A no th er o b se rv e r d e sc rib e d  h i s  Im p ressio n s under the



t i t l e  THE DISCOVERY OF THE HUMAN SOUL »and s t i l l  a t h ir d  asaMIHaCLE in  EDUCATION , The Queen o f  I t a l y  a t  t h a t  tim e ,  Queanth o se  f o r s t^ a r g h e r lta  ,  was a fr e q u e n t v i s i t o r  to  Dr M o n te s s o rl’ /  s c h o o lsand became a c lo s e  fr ie n d  o f M o n tesso rl .S h e  remarked " I  prophesyth a t  a new pholosophy o f l i f e  w i l l  a r i s e  from what we a re  le a r n in gfrom  th e se  c h ild r e n  ” ,  The " s a d  o f a w ell-know n R e llg & o u s wrd erv  *remarked th a t  "T h is  i s  a d ls c o e r y  more Im portnat than & arcon*s"Even to -d a y  -  a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a rs  -  the Im pression  made on most d s le a r n in g  people when th ey  v i s i t  a good M o n te sso rl S c h o o l f o r  th e f i r s t  tim e Is  n o t d i s s i m i la r  * They a re  ap t t o  make such a comment as ." T h e s e  c h ild r e n  do n ot behave l i k e  o rd in a ry  c h ild r e n  ,  the c h ild r e n  I  have known a l l  my l i f e  .T h ey  a re  chaged In c h a r a c te r  ,  more c o n c e n tra te d  » b e tte r  mannered »more s o c i a l l y  developed , and I n f i n i t e l y  more s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d  ; In  a word th ey  a re  l i k e  New C h ild r e n  " ( on to p age 2 6 )



THE HEW CHILDREN or -  THE NEW METHOD ?

I f ’you were fco a s k  the a v e ra g e  educated person to -d a y  ( or a t  le a s t  t i l l  two or th ree  y e a rs  ago )who was Montes s a r i  the g r e a t  m a jo r ity  o f them would would p rob ab ly  re p ly  t  a t  she was an •‘■tallan la d y  who Invented a new method o f e d u c a tio n  fo r  s m a ll c h ild r e n  -  a s o r t  o f m od ified  k in d e r g a r te n  • And some o f  them th e more ( mis I ) Informed m ight go on to  add j b u t the method Is  out o f d a te  row h a v in g  been superceded (o r e c lip s e d  ) by o th e rs  more in  l i n e  w ith  the f in d in g s  o f th e most modern psycho­l o g i c a l  re se a rch  ,  Alm ost c e r t a in ly  you would n ot h e a r any o f them t a lk in g  an out A M ir a c le  In E d u c a tio n «The D isco v e ry  o f the Human S o u l or The New C h ild r e n » How and why d id  I t  corns ab out in  th e In te r v e n in g  y e a rs  th a t  M o n te sso rl thus came to  be a s s o c ia te d  in  the g e n e r a l mind xjsfc w ith  an e d u c a tio n a l Method and not w ith  the a s t o n is h in g  r e v e la t io n  o f "He New C h ild r e n  ? And w hich i s  the more im p ortan t th e  more e s s e n t ia l  th in g  — the K o n te s s o r i Method or th e New C h ild r e n  -  the d is c o v e r y  o f th a t  Deepr n a tu re  in  a l l  norm al c h i ld r e n  of w hich we have s'oaken a t  le n g th  above ? M o n te sso rl h e r s e l f  c o n s ta n t ly  In l a t e r  y e a rs  spoke o f h e r method ' l l  mio me tod, o " and a c t u a l l y  w rote a hook under th a t  t i t l e  •How can we r e c o n c ile  th e se  a p p a r e n tly  c o n tr a d ic t o r y  p o in ts  o f view  ? NO METHOD AT THE BEGINNINGB r i e f l y  the answer to  t h i s i s  as f o l i v e  f When M o n tesso rl began h e r  work w ith  th e  slum c h ild r e n  in  San Lorenz® she had mo method t ¿he M o n tesso rl 4*ethod d id  n ot as y e t  e x i s t  ,  She makes i t  q u ite  c le a r  and beyond any doubt .  What came f i r s t  was th e  u nexpected r e v e la t io n  o f the Hew c h ild r e n  -  th e co n v e rsio n  o f th o se  shy ,  tim id  , s l a t t e r n l y  , Ig n o ra n t young v a n d a ls  form  th e



th e  slum  tenement b u i ld in g  In to  th e  o r d e r ly  ,  s e l f - d l s c l p l l n e d  , I n t e l l e c t u a l l y  e a g e r  ,  ord er - lo v in g  I n d iv lu a ls  . . . .  ip to  In f a c t  th e new c h ild r e n  . No one was more s u rp r is e d  a t  t ’- l s  unexpected r e v e la t io n  o f th e  deep r n a tu re  In th e c h i ld  than she h e r s e l f  was . And h e re  qe m ight remind o u r a e lc e s  e f  som ething th a t  M o n tea ser! h e r s e l f  was n ever t ir e d  o f r e p e a tin g  , v i s  th a t  one -  I f  n o t the c h ie f  f a c t o r  in  b r in g in g  ab out t h i s  rev a 14 io nw asthe a lm o st u liq u o  absence o f a d u lt  In te r fe r e n c e  , a circu m ­sta n c e  which made i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  c h ild r e n  to  a c t  sp o n tan eo u sly
A NEW METHOD AND A NEW SCIENCE OF EDUCATION COMES

INTO EXISTENCE
In  h e r  own b r i l l i a n t  a cco u n t o f  t h is  p e rio d  M o n tesso lr t e l l s  us how she came to  p ro v id e  the c h ild r e n  w ith  th e l e t t e r s  o f  the a lp h a b e t -  the sand paper l e t t e r s  and the ca rd -b o a rd  c u t  out l e t t e r s  f o r  compos la g  words « She had no In te n tio n  a t  the o u ts e t  o f te a c h in g  th ese  fo u r  and fo u r  and a h a l f  y e a r  o ld s  how to  read and w r ite  f o r  " I  shared the g e n e r a l p r e ju d ic e  th a t  I t  was n e c e s s a r y  to  b e g in  w r it in g  a s  la t e  as p o s s ib le  -  c e r t a in ly  n o t b e fo r e  the age o f s i x  " ,  T h is  le d  to  the w e ll  -known " e x p lo s io n  in to  w r it in g  " ( I )  fo llo w e d  some s i x  months l a t e r  by th e s x p ts io n  in t o  f a d i n g  «Thereupon fo llw e d  the c r e a t io n  o f the ^ e a d ln g  Commands 3 and then more advanced m a te r ia ls  f o r  re a d in g  in  the form  o f a l i t t l e  l ib r a r y  .And so  once s ta r te d  one th in g  le d  to  a n th e r  because th e  I n s a t ia b le  a p p e t it e  o f new knowledge shown by the c h ild r e n  in c r e a s e d  by what I t  fwd on ,  The same s o r t  o f th in g  haopened In the sphere o f Number . The Number rods -m ost v a lu a b le  in  th em selves a t  a c e r t a in  i n t l t l a l  s ta g e  -  soon proved t o  need to  be supplem ent by o th e r and more advanced numt r m a te r ia ls  .



THE NEW CHILDREN -  A MIRACLE IN EDUCATION
Th i s  Is  not th e p la ce  to  d e s c r ib e  the many , v s r io u s  and a s t o n is h in g  e v e n ts  whlhc came tum blln^one a f t e r  the o th e r  as out o f a c o n ju r o r ’ s h a t  ;  flu rin g  th a t  f i r s t  y e a r  , 1907^ th a t  Annus M i r a b l l l s .^ g § f f i ^ g  in  the f i r s t  Casa d e l Bam bini in  R otfe^

th e d is c o v e r y  o f  a ex ^ethod b u t -  to  put i t  s u c c in c t ly  -  the s (V u  j  <■" ----------------------------------—------D is co v e ry  o f th e / C h iId .  I t  i s  o n o t to o  much t o  say th a t  to  many o f th ose who w itn e sse d  th ese  " r e v e la t io n s  |^ b y  th e c h ild r e n  i t  seemd th a t  anew dim ension had been added to  human n a tu re  in  th e s o u l o f the c h i ld  .F o r i t  was n ot o n ly  M o n tesso ri^ b u t hundreds of o th e rs  who camefrom  f a r  and n ear to  Rome to  see th in g s  f o r  th em selves.w ho re c e iv e danth e  same im p ressio n  .T o  ta k e  exam ple ,  The London Times( E d u c a tio n a l Supplem ent ) se n t out i t s  s u b -e d ito r  , Mrs S h e ilae  ,3 tx ra d lc e  , to  f in d  out what a l l  th e fu s s  was about .  and w r ite  upnovr- -edu(jj  t l uiu  1  muVumen-fr-̂ wh-ic n  naa—t a k en tho wb-rld b y ^ ^ t p rgp .O n h e rre tu rn  she p u b lish e d  a book , the t i t l e  o f w hich was THE NEWCHILDREN . A no th er o b se rv e r d e s c r ib e d  h i s  Im p ressio n s under the



-2 5 -t l t l e  THE DISCOVERY OF THE HUMAN SOUL £swtd- s t i l l  a t h ir d  as^MIRACLE IN EDUCATION . The Queen o f I t a l y  a t  th a t  tim e , Queanth o se f«>rst^ a r g h e r lta  , was a fr e q u e n t v i s i t o r  to  3Dr M o n te s s o r lV  s c h o o ls  ?and became a c lo s e  fr ie n d  o f M o n te sso rl .g h e  remarked. " I  fro p h e syth a t  a new p h ilo so p h y  of l i f e  w i l l  a r is e  from  what we a re  le a r n in gfrom  th e se  c h ild r e n  The a ead o f a w ell-know n R e l ig io u s  ^ rd errfr^nTri^' tjrrft " T h is  is  a d is c o q r y  more im p ortnat thanEven to -d a y  -  a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a rs  -  the im p ressio n  made on mostd s ic e r n in g  people when th ey v i s i t  a good M o n te sso ri S c h o o l f o r  the✓f i r s t  tim e i s  n o t d i s s i m i la r  .  They a re  ap t to  make such a comment 
jas '."T h e se  c h i ld r e n  do n o t behave l i k e  o rd in a ry  c h i ld r e n - ,-  thevt-c h ild r e n  I  have known a l l  my l i f e  .T h ey are  ehaged in  c h a r a c te r

A_more c o n c e n tra te d  , b e t t e r  mannered ,more s o c i a l l y  d evelo p ed  , and i n f i n i t e l y  more s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e d  »  In a word th ey a re  l i k e  New C h ild r e n  *



THE HEW CHILDREN or THE NEW METHOD ?
I f  you were to  a s k  the a v e ra ge  ed u cated  person to -d a y  ^■®r-' v v ' K A i ' 2USL'

stfr  )who was Montessori_,fcfee-g r e a t  m a jo r ity  o f fcfe ^ w o u ld  would p ro b a b ly  re p ly  t ’ a t  she was an ^ t a l ia n  la d y  who In ven ted  a new method o f e d u c a tio n  f o r  s m a ll c h ild r e n  -  a s o r t  o f m odif i^ed K in d e rg a rte n  .  ^nd\^ome o f them - j>T"-€5utrth e more ( mis I ) inform edy m ight go on to  add f  -feat the method i s  out o f d a te  now h a v in g  been superceded JLlu—a clip o o d r ) byl oJ U ^ t ~o th e rs  more in  l i n e  w ith  the f in d in g s  o f th e uniat..mutleni p sy ch o -• W '- 't V V v * J  o —f -  O s * '* * 'Il o g i c a l  re s e a rc h  . Alm ost c e r t a in ly  you would n o t h e a r  « 9 -  o f themt a lk in g  anout A M ir a c le  in  E d u c a tio n  .The D isco v e ry  o f the Human
e h  p- .—S o u l or The New C h i ld r e n . 1 Howland whyrf d id  i t  come ab out in  th ein te r v e n in g  y e a rs  th a t  M o n te sso ri thus came to  be a s s o c ia t e din  the g e n e r a l mind n»k w ith  an e d u c a t io n a l Method and not

CX*%aJ)  iw ith  th e a s t o n is h in g  r e v e la t io n  of THe New C h ild r e n  ? w hichi s  the more im Dortant^'tke more e s s e n t ia l  th in g  |*—f the M o n te sso rir e . * \  <2-Method or the New C h ild r e n  j  the d is c o v e r y  o f th a t  m e y p  n a tu reW * ?in  a l l  norm al c h ild r e n  o f w hich we have spoken a t  le n g th  above -* .
f V - e ^ » t M  r y y t y  jM o n te sso ri h e r s e l f  c o n s ta n tly  in  l a t e r  y e a rs  spoke o f f e s 1 method " i i  n io  metodo " and a c t u a l ly  w rote a book under th a t  t i t l e  .How can we r e c o n c ile  th e se  a p p a r e n tly  c o n tr a d ic t o r y  p o in ts  of view  ?Va/ A ?  NO METHOD AT THE BEGINNING ------------------------------------- - j &.0B r i e f l y  the answer ttu Ms4 bwb T̂3 follw scn^ When M o n tesso ri/began h e r  work w ith  th e  slum c h ild r e n  in  San Lorenz® s h ^ ^ ia d ^ ^ ^%> method 4 "the M o n tesso ri ^ethod d id  not as y e t  e x i s t  .  S5g.,makes i t  q u ite  c le a r  and beyond any doubt . What came f i r s t  wasth e  u nexp ected  r e v e la t io n  o f the Mew c h ild r e n  5  th e  co n v e rs io n  ofO 'in r * * 'th o se shy , t im id  , s l a t t e r n l y  , ig n o ra n t young v a n d a ls  t f iO L t h e



a/v/vth e slum temement b u ild in g ^  in t o  th e  o r d e r ly  T - v S e lf - d is c ip l in e d  ’yi n t e l l e c t u a l l y  e a g e r  , fa  v ^ T . inliu. Tfi 
/I iyg  ̂ oU^e^U^cj/ o ^ b -iP ^ ' /^ f c h - e - n e w  c h ild r e n  . /"No one was more s u r p r is e d  a t  t h isu nexp ected  r e v e la t io n  o f :ith e  degtnr- na feu re  dearth e^jo|rt=l d- than •ehc

/ ivy. 3̂— —1h e r s e l f  was .(A n d  h e re  qe m ight remind o u r s e lc e s / b f som ething th a t  M o n te sso rl lia n a «1 f~ in i  n ever t i r e d  o f r e p e a tin g  , v i z  th a t  one -  i f  n o t the, c h ie f  fa c t o r — in  b r in g in g  ab out t h i s  r e v e lA io n  w asthe a lm o st u jiq u e  absence o f a d u lt  in t e r fe r e n c e  , a oircum -||g * * ' i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e c h ild r e n  to  a c t  sp o n ia n e o u sly
A NEW METHOD AND A NEW SCIENCE OP EDUCATION COMES

INTO EXISTENCE
In  h e r  own b r i l l i a n t  a cco u n t o f t h is  p e rio d  M ontesspjir C Un (fart e l l s  us how she cam e/to p ro v id e  the c h ild r e n  w ith  the l e t t e r s| |  the a lp h a b e t -  the sand^-paper l e t t e r s  and the ca rd -b o a rd  c u tout l e t t e r s  f o r  com posing words .  She had no in te n t io n  a t  theo u ts e t  o f tr a c h in g  th o se  fo u r  and fo u r -a n d -a  h a l f - y e a r - o ld s  howto  read and w r ite  f o r j l  I  sh ared  the g e n e r a l p r e ju d ic e  th a t  i twas n e c e s s a r y  to  b e^ in  w r it in g  as la t e  as p o s s ib le  -  c e r t a in ly  p

S iJr  z U  *vt ovlr Itz  ^n o t b e fo r e  the a g e . o f s i x ^ ,  / T h is  le d  to  the w e ll  -known’’ e x p lo s io n  in to  w r it in g  " ( i )  fo llo w e d  some s i x  months la te r ^ b yth e e x p ls io n  in to  pleading .h e r e u p o n  fnlhw ed^the c r e a t io n  o f theidlng Commands ) and then more advanced m a te r ia ls  f o r  re a d in g  j..1 nn1dir“tioiiin O f  a l i t t l e  l ib r a r y  .And s j& k ic e  s ta r te d „ o n e  th in g  le d  to  a n th e r .b e c a u s e
J? n r  *th e I n s a t ia b le  a p p e t it e  4 * new knowledge shown by the c h ild r e n  in c r e a s e d  by what i t  on .  The same s o r t  o f th in g  happened )n the sphere o f Number . The Number rods -m ost v a lu a b le  in  th em selves a t  a^& erta in  l n t i t i a l  s ta g e  -  soon p roved- t o  need^W  to  be supplem ent by o th e r and more advanced number m a te r ia ls  .



T h is spontaneous c o n v e n tr a tio n  -  t h is  long lo n tin u e d f
in d iv id u a l  work -e a c h  c h i ld  w orking a t  i t s  own pace and a t  i t s  chosen ®a± ta s k  -c o u ld  n ever have been produced i f  M o n tesso ri had. t r ie d  to  feed, th e se  in s a t ia b le  minds 1 ’’ hugry lio n s  11 ) by means o f d ir e c t  c o l l e c t i v e  te a c h in g  w ith  th e  use o f c la s s  prim ers .
SPRING-which had brou gh t ab out th e r e v e la t io n  o f  the New c h ild r e n  should n o t be tampered w ith  -  th a t  i s  , th a t  the c h ild r e n  whoould be l ib e r a t e d  from any u n n ecessary  a d u lt  in c lu e n c e  and he fr e e  to  choose t h e ir  own o ccu p a tio n s  and work w ith  them as long as they lik e d . . T h is  i t  became q u ite  c le a r  y h a t t h is  co Id on ly  be donw by pro­v id in g  the c h ild r e n  iith  s e p c a i l l y  p rep ared  m a te r ia ls  f o r  stu d y -  or i f  you p r e fe r  f o r  c u lt u r e  -  in  th e  v a r io u s  s c h o o l s u b je c t s  . in  A rith e m  e t c i  , E n g lis h  , Geometry ,  H is to r y  ^eography and. so f o r h t  . In  t h i s  way , th oru gh  the c o l la b o r a t io n  o f amny h e lp e r s  »working under th e  d ir e c t in g  g e n iu s  o f M o n te sso ri an Immense amount o f new te a c h in g  m a r e r ia ls  came in to  e x is te n c e  . Ansd so in  t h is  way came in to  e x ia te n c e  what we have e lsew h er e d e cib e d  a th e  P repared ^ath s toxlfatiaK« C u ltu r e  .T h is  was n o t an easy ta s k  ; b u t in  th e c a r r y in g  o f i t  out M o n te sso ri and her a s s i s t a n t s  had one sure g u id e  — the C h i ld  .And in  t h is  the sponataneous c o n c e n tr a tio n  o f th e  c h ild r e n  on th e se  new m a te r ia ls  was th e a c id  t e s t  by w hich we knew th a t we were on the r ig h t  road .

I t  was f i r s t  o f a l l  n e c e s s a y r  th a t  the p s y c h o lo g ic a l main



w ith  the ta s k  o f c r e a t in g  new and e v e r more advanced m a te r ia ls
I ren wuo w ith  t h e i r  ” a b so rb en t minds " -  u n tam elled  by a d u lt  i n t e r -  I fe r e n c e  f e l l  upon th e se  m a te r ia ls  f o r  c u ltu r e  « l i k e  hungry lio n swhy new Ma t e r ia l s  were n e c e s s a r y

The q u e s tio n  m ight be r a is e d  :Why was i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  M o n te sso rl to  c r e a t e  new m a te r ia ls  f o r  te a c h in g  th e  Three "R "s ,an d  o th e rs u b je c t s  ?Were th e re  n p t p le n ty  o f e a c h in g  a id s  -  v i s u a l  a id s  an<T, ,   ̂ C la s sso on a lr e a d y  in  e x is te n c e  to g e th e r  w ith  a v a r ie t y  o f P rim ers f o rth e se  s u b je c ts  ?The answ er to  t h is  i s  very  germane to  our main theme . F o r i t  must be remembered th a t  t h i s  was a lr e a d y  a t  th a t  e a r ly , s ta g e  a,newk in d  o f s c h o o ls  w it h d is t ln g u is h in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  .Am ongst th e se  we m ight m ention :I )  the c h ild r e n  worked in d iv id u a l ly  , where a s  th e prim ers m entionswere d e sig n e d  f o r  K *a :M x i c o l l e c t i v e  c l a s s  te a c h in g  or a t  le a s t  f o r  group te a c h in g  .I I )  The c h ild r e n  chose t h e ir  o c c u p a tio n s  and co n tiu n e d  a t  them a s  lo n gth ey l ik e d  ( u n t i l  «The C y c le  o f  work ” was com pleted )I I I )  They were n o t fo r c e d  to  work -  and n o te  i t  was work they d id  and n ot p la y  .IV ) They showed a s t o n is h in g  spontaenous co n cen tra^ tiK ^ T o n ^ th ^ ^  work -  a t  the end o f whichV ) The appeared r e s te d  r a th e r  than f a t ig u e d  .Now in  order to  make t h is  p o s s ib le  i t  was ( and is  ) neece a ry  to  su p p ly  the s h ild r e n  w it h s p e c la l  m a te r ia ls  f o r  c u lt u r e  so de -n ed th a t  a )  th ey  s o l i c i t  in  th e c h i ld r e n  a spontaneous a c t i v i t y  com bining hand and b r a in  w hich b ) tends to  a r e p e t i t io n  on th e p a r t  o f  the c h ild r e n  , and c )  throu gh t h is  a c t i v i t y  and r e p e t i t i o n

1 f o r  a s s i s t i n g  th e m sptal developm ent o f th e se  gxH* « f r e e  11 c h i l d -



J l f r  ( X vv/®^2 - 3 ^And tp  s fe a k  more p r e c is e ly  -r -the c o n c e n 'r a io n  o f the c h i l d .»Ffhm tjh C jvery b « jh n n in g  i t  was t h i s  congjeirfcration in  ^ h e ^ c h ild re nwhi■ ) /  / yi fo h  im press e< L:tHK±daiikx^xxxxixx/ -a s  iij/ th e  in ^ id p h t 7
d e s c r ib e d  on pass'" 6f  the s m a ll c h i ld  knd^the q M n d e rs ."Many tim es a f t e r  wards I  ob served t h ls  p h e n ~ t  r a t  ion  ; and alw ays actfcaxxxHKfcxxBRk I  observed th a t  the c h i ld  ^ s n s f lr g g m  such work more rpeosed , b e t t e r  in  h i s  b eh avio u s , f u l l  o f a m oral fo r c e  -  a lm o st a s  i f  a new path had been opened up in  th e  dep ths o f h i s  s o u l . I  had now th e c e r t a ln t y  t h a t  the dev e l -  opment of 'c h a r a c t e r  . o f J ih e ^ e n tlm e n ts , and of _ d l a c l p l ln e  should**proceed frqm  t h is  m y s te r ious and h id d en  so urce : and 
I I  knew tk ali a law w ith  re g a rd  to  the s o u l ca p a b le  o f r e s o lv -invg~ the pnoblemH o f e d u c a tio n  had been re v e a le d  to  me . "So now my work was to  se e k  e x p e r im e n ta l!  f o r  o b je c ts  w hich were a b le  to  s t im u la te  c o n c e n tr a tio n  and t o  make a stu d y  o f the environm ent most fa v o r a b le  to  i t  .  I t  was thus th a t  ]| began to  b u i ld  up my method . A l l  n y s y c h o lo g is ts  a g re e  th a t  th e re  is  o n ly  one p e r fe c t  method o f e d u c a tio n  -  to  have a profoundI n t e r e s t  and an a t t e n t io n  l i v e l y  and s u s ta in e d  . I  -jO uh**..My w ish th en  was ju s t  t h is  to  b r in g  about and use th e se  s t a t e s  o f  c o n c e n tr a tio n  -  w ith  the m e ch a n ica l r e p e t i t io n  o f the e x e r c is e s  w hich Is  bound up w ith  them -and kbcasin t h is  way te a c h  e v e r y th in g  w h ichb elon ged  to  the a c q u is it io n  o f c u ltu r e  — w r it in g  , re a d in g  d ra w in g 1, grammar and a r ith e m e tlc  , geom etry and fo r e ig n  la n g ­u ages e tc .T h e  a t t e n t io n  in  o rd er to  c o n c e n tra te  needs s t im u liw ith  in c r e a s in g  g r a d a tio n s  . s t r ik eF i r s t  come t h e..ob-jao4?«--wh-lch a ppe a l . . sF i r s t  i t  i s  th e  o b je c ts  w hich a p p e a l to  th e sense w hihch i n t e r ­e s t  the c h ild r e n  : the c y lin d e r s  , the v a r io u s  d im e n sio n s , the g r a d in g  o f c o lo u r s  ,th e  r e c o g n it io n  o f m u s ic a l n o te s  , the¡¡r*,SMUE?r~ .a s r ”.:»n?»s»:h"  :ss' “



2>/ 1 9, grammar » a r ith m e tic  .  the problesm s o f h is t o r y  »nature and so on upwards u n t i l  f i n a l l y  we come to th in g s  more h ig h  and more a b s t r a c t  -  w hich form  as i t  were w hich reach esr ig h t  up to  heaven "(T he F o u n d a tio n s o f my ^ethod V it a  d e l l  In fa n z ia  « a rch  1963 )
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-3n e c e s s a r y  fo r  b r in g in g  them in to  e x is t e n c e  a g a in . That i s  why we can now say w ith  s c i e n t i f i c  c e r t a in t y  th a t  the "New C h ild r e n "  © as th ey were c a l le d  when th ey appeared in  M o n te s s o r i's  slum s c h o o ls  50 y e a rs  ag© -  are n©t im agin ary b e in g s . There e x is te n c e  i s  a sober s c i e n t i f i c  f a c t .  They can be produced fo r  a l l  and sundry t© s e e , p ro v id ed  th a t  the r i g h t  c o n d itio n s  are  p re p a re d , j u s t  as you can produce d a h lia s  ©r sweet peas i f  you s e t  ab o u t i t  in  the r i g h t  w ay, th a t  i s  i f  you have the r i g h t  s o i l ,  c lim a te  and en v iro n m en tal c o n d it io n s  g e n e r a l ly .I t  w i l l  h e lp  t® c l a r i f y  our d is c u s s io n  i f ,  a t  t h is  p o in t , we make a s u b s t a n t ia l  q u o ta tio n  fro®  an a r t i c l e  w r it t e n  in  by D r . M©ntess@ri and r e c e n t ly  p r in te d  in  the "C e & m u n ica tio n s" , The o f f i c i a l  b u l l e t i n  ®f th e A s s o c ia t io n  M e n te s s e r i I n t e r n a t io n a le . We s h a l l  g iv e  th e se  qu©- t a t ie n s  a t  some le n g t h , even though in  doing s® i t  may e n t a i l  a c e r t a in  amount ©f r e p e t i t i o n  here and t h e r e .I t  m ight i n t e r e s t  us t© know the c o n d it io n s  under w hich th e se  two d i f f e r e n t  n a tu r e s  m a n ife s t th e m s e lv e s . Those w hich p ro ­duce the te n d e n c ie s  b e lo n g in g  to  the s u p e r f i c i a l  n atu re  are  th o se  w hich g e n e r a lly  e x i s t .  One must r e a l i z e  t h a t  t© awake th e ©nes, b e lo n g in g  t© the deep er n a tu r e , one co u ld  n ot have made a p r e -e s t a b lis h e d  p la n , because they were unkown and th e r e fo r e  no one cou ld  s e t  out in  se a rch  o f  thequ I t  was n e c ­e s s a r y  th a t  f©r cau ses n o t e n t i r e l y  due to  c h a n c e , th ese  mani­f e s t a t i o n s  sh o u ld  g e t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  to  a p p e a r . To under­sta n d  what happened ©ne must have a v is io n  o f  two d i f f e r e n t  p ro c e sse s  t© a r r iv e  a t  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  know ledge. One i s  R e­s e a r c h . T h is  in v o lv e s  a p s y c h o lo g is t  who w ants to  in v e s t ig a t e  a c e r t a in  a s p e c t  and s e t s  out t© do s@. He knows b eforehan d what he w ants and proceeds in  h is  i n v e s t ig a t io n  by one methodor a n ta sx  an o th er



I  must a f f ir m  a g a in  . . . . . .  n o t th e  outcome . . .  p lan  o fa c t io n  . ,  fh e y  wser s ( p 7) not the outocme o f  anp s lx e d  method ,Ob  th e  c o n t r a r y ........................ . .  y com parison ••WERE “ THE NEW C n lU JR  N “ REALLY NSW ?
W hatever th e  r ig h t  c o n d it io n s  a r e  f o r  the m a n ife s ta t io n  o fth e m a rv e llo u s c h a r a c t e r i s i t e s  o f  " th e  New C h ild r e n  " we m ighta s k  — d id  th ey e v e r e x i s t  h e o fr e  the ad ven t o f  M o n tesso ri • Wasshe th e  f i r s t  to  see th e se  marvel® us t r a i t s  in  a c t io n  ? L e t Month e r s e l f  r e p ly  . . , . ' ’ 1  am c e r t a in l y  n o t (page ?  bottom  * .See  Sod and the T h ildpo 15 -  16 — -  oe longed to  an o th er dLanet .back to  palp; 8 s m a ll p r in tAs a m atter o f  f a c t  x e s t  saw th s e s  ohenomenton on lyonce *■ They were a p a s s in g  phase in  b is  s c h o o l and h e did n ot seethem a g a in . But th ey rem ained im preaseed on h is  s o u lja n d  h e  w roteab out them In the endeavout ro to  share the new f a i t h  he had g ain edin  a le a s e r  degreeb u t he d id  n ot know how to  rep rod uce them ,i'h e  same e x p e rie n cecame to  T o lsy o y  in  h is  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l In j b u t heto oo was n ot a b le  to  reproduce I t  ,

I' "So h e r e  we have the c a s e  o f a d is c o v e r y  b u t th e  d is c o v e r e rhas no power to  reproduce th e  pehnomenon because he does n ot know
I th e  c o n d it io n s  w hich brou gh t a b o u t the d is c o v e re y  , At ren ln d s oneo f a s o ty  by 0 n enry o f a b a rte n d e r  w h o -  In m ixin g  h i s  d rin k s -/I by a c c id e n t  procduced a sim o ly  m arvel lo u rs  c o c k t a i l  ,  Every onei went made ab ou t t h i s  woder fit  d rin k  w hich w hich produced an alm o stIv b e a t i f i c  s t a t e  o f h a p o ln e ss — and everyone ealam oured f o r  more .

1 But n fo r t u n a t le y  th e  b a rte n d e r  co u ld  not remember what were th e
1 In g r e d ie n ts  he had put lh to  I t  nor t h e ir  p r o p o rtio n s  ,  So the w o n d erfu l c o c k t a i l  was l o s t  f o r  ever *What d is t in g u is h e d  Montes ro  form r e s fc a lo o z il in  t h is  m atter was the f a t  th a t  she was a b le  to  r e c o g n is e  the c o n d it io n s  w hich



Meamsb * le  a Iday who ha 3 come -with me had been s t a r t in gsome o th e r c h ild r e n  to  work wi h a d i f f e r e n t  p e ic e  o f  theK o n te s s o r i a r ith m e tic  m a t e r ia l  - -  th e  s h o rt bead s t a i r  . Thes x p e r ic s e  c o n s is te d  In dolngn a lo t  o f l i t t l e  sumsln ad d ’ t lo nand subs ■ r a c t lo n  w ith  th e u n its  under IO-j Two l i t t e l  g i r l ss a t  to g e th e r  alm ost f e v e r is ly y  o ccu p ied  w ith  t h is  work andonr o f them -  q y u lte  o f f  h e r own b a t -  v o lu n te e re d  thermmark "You know t h is  Is  the f i r s t  tim e th a t  I  have r e a l l yworked a t  t h is  s c h o o l (she had been a y e a r in  the K in d e rta rte nand. h a l f  a y e a r in  u rade One . )The same lad y  had been v i s i t i n g  a M o n tesso r1 s c h o o lin P o rtla n d  , regon a week or two b e fo r e  . There she hasseen a l i t t l e  g i r l  w r it in g  a se n ten ce  in ^ ran ch  . She asked theth a t  se n te n ceD ir e c t r e s s  Dan she read th ose words ? And the D ir e c r e s s  r e p lie d  "No she i s  only p r a c t is in g  w r it in g  th e words in * ren h. . A t t h is  the l i t t l e  g i r l  looked up and s a id " Y e s  I  can " and therenoon began to  read the se n te n ce s q u ite  a c c u r a t e ly  . In f a c t  "on na peut jam ais d ir e  "w ith M o n te sso ri c h ild r e n  . I t  i s  e x tr a  ordinaryhow  much they p ic k  up from t h e ir  environm ent on ^heir own and every M o n te sso r! d ir e c t r e s s  w i l l  t e l l  you how o fte n  she is  a s to n is h e d  to  f i n d  out what the c h ild r e n  have learn ed  q u i t  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f her a s s is t n a c n e  .
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