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EDITOR'S FOREWORD
T h ir t y - f i v e  y e a rs  have passed s in c e  th e f i r s t  e d it io n  o f t h is  hook appeared. . D uring th a t  in t e r v a l  W o r ld -h is to r y  has u n fo ld e d  i t s e l f  w ith  a sto u n d in g  r a p id it y  . We h ave l iv e d  through aXsecond World -war , now b e in g  fo llo w e d  up by th e  C o ld  war , q u ri^ g  w hich a bew ildered, hum anity c a r r ie s  on from  day to  day unde4 th e imminent th r e a t  o f an a p o c a ly p t ic  c a ta s tr o p h e  .I t  i s  q u it e  p o s s ib le  th a t  h is t o r ia n s  o f th e fu t u r e  -  lo o k in g  b a ck  to  t h is  p e rio d  through a p e r s e p c t iv e  o f c e n tu r ie s  -may n o te  th a t  i t  was an epoch rem arkable f o r  two tre n d o u a ly  Im portant d is c o v e r ie s  -  b o th  r e la t i n g  to  th e r e le a s e  o f e n e r g ie s  h it h e r t o  unknown and. unim plem ented . One was th e d is c o v e r y  andr e le a s e  of th e  t i t a n i c  p h y s ic a l  fo r c e s  lo ck e d  up on th e atom ; the o th e r  the b e n e f i c i a l  r e le a s e  o f h ith e K ^  u n su sp ected  e n e r g ie s y i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s p i r i t u a l ,  in  th e s o u ls  o f c h ild r e n  .From the p o in t o f view  o f th efH isto ry  o f th e Church th e  most s t r ik i n g  event in  th ose y e a rs  is  the E cu m en ical C o u n c il .w ith  a l l  th a t  i t  i m p l i e s \ n ..the p re se n t and th e fu t u r e  . Fromthe p o in t of view  o f our im m ediate t a s k -  t h is  second and much e n la r g e d  f l f f e n  of--THE CHILD IN THE CHURCH-the most s i g n i f i c a n t  happ ening w6s th e  death o f ¿a dame M o n te sso ri a t  the age of 82 years/o n  May >2*®* 1952 . H a p p ily  h er work and h er in flu e n c e  in  th e  sphere o f e d u c a tio n  d id  n ot d ie  w ith  h e r . In  f a c t  she l e f t  b eh ind her a movement more dynamic , more extended -  and e x te n d in g  -  than a t  any p re v io u s tim e in  h er long c a r e e r  . O f f i c i a l  and u n o f f i c i a l  t r a in in g  oM&frSa fo r j/ te a c h e rs  e x i s t  in  most o f the c a p i t a l s  o f Europe- a ls o  in  In d ia  and e y lo n  j  w h ils t  M o n te sso ri sc h o o ls  a re  fou nd y*- and new ones keep crop p in g up ¡y in  alm o st every  p a rt o f the w orld  .
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In  th e U n ite d  S t a t e s  , a f t e r  a lo n g  p e r io d  o f q u ie sce n ce  , th e re  has been a rem arkable r e n a is s a n c e  o f M o n te sso ri a c t i v i t y .  There i s  a s a y in g  th a t  " you can n ot keep a good- man down ^'and t h is  i s  e q u a lly  tr u e  f o r  a good p r in c ip le  , or group o f p r in c ip le s  , such as l i e  b eh in d  th e M o n te sso ri approach to  e d u c a tio n  . The M o n te sso ri p r in c ip le s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  form  a dynamic energy w hich c o n tin u e s  to  o p erate  q u it e  In d ep e n d en tly  o f the g e n iu s  who d is c o v e r e d  them . D uring th e  p a s t h a l f  c e n t u r y ,s in c e  ^ o n te s s o r i began her work in  1907 t h is  " le a v e n  " h as gone on w orking in e v e r w idening pheres ;  f i r s t  , g e o g r a p h ic a lly  , th a t  i s  to  say in  more and more c o u n tr ie s  and se co n d ly  , p s y c h o lo g ie s l ly  , in  th e  a p p lic a t io n  o f her p r i c l p l e s  to  more advanced epochs inbC3human devlopm ent and an e v e r in c r e a s in g  v a r ie t y  o f s u b je c t s , in c lu d in g  r e l i g io n  .In s id e  the C a t h o lic  Church im p ortan t changes have

Ibeen ta k in g  p la c e  w ith  regard  to #  methods o f te a c h in g  r e l i g i o n  . The "Penny C a te ch ism  " and the " P a r r o t  Systeny*'w hich so o fte n  went w ith  i t  have been more and more c r i t i c i s e d  ,and more and more f e l t  to  be in ad eq u ate  .Many d i f f e r e n t  exp erim en ts have been made , and are  s t i l l  b e in g  made , to  f in d  a b e t t e r  way , b u t as y e t  th e re  seems to  be no g e n e r a l c e r t a in t y  as to  what is  th e b e s t  s u b s t it u t e  . Meanwbfle^with th e  upsurge o f a neo-p aganism  w hich a t t a c k s  the Church ever more f i e r c e l y  and in  ever new form s th e  need f o r  a v i t a l  method o f r e l i g io u s  t r a in in g  has become ever more u rgen t .I t  i s  our c o n v ic t io n  th a t  theMethod d isco v e re d  byDr M o n tesso ri has la id  down the gem eral l in e s  a lo n g  w hich t h isproblem can b e s t  be so lv ed  . And we say t h is  n ot sim p ly because
%a lo n |  amongst th e  e d u ca to rs  o f w orld -w id e renown in  t h is
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c e n tu ry  »M ontessori was a c a t h o l i c  but b ecau se ( as i s  made/a b u n d an tly  c le a r  in  th is b o o k  )th e re  e x is ts ^ b y  i t s  v e ry  n a t u r e ( a profound a f f i n i t y  between th e  M o n te sso ri Method and the p s y c h o lo g ic a l  method u sed by th e  Church in  her L it u r g y . Mon­t e s s o r i  h e r s e l f  a d m itte d  to  the p re se n t w r ite r  on more than one0U /V Lo c c a s io n  th a t  in  th e w orking out o f her-^w«n e d u c a tio n a l id eas she learn ed  much from  what she c a l le d  th e "p e d a go glca  1 method " o f the Church . Furtherm ore she has put on r e c o rd  th a t  -  as one o f th e  r e s u l t s  o f her own exp erim ents , p a r t i c u la r ly  in B arcelo n a fcfespfc h er J&sra method c o u ld  o n ly  fin d , i t s  f u l l e s t  e x p re s s io n  when a p p lie d  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f the N a th a lie  F a i t h  . In  f a c t  she was con vin ced  th a t  t h is  new method was y by a p e c u lia r  and p r o v id e n t ia l  c o n c a te n a tio n  o f c ircu m sta n ce s  »p laced  in  h e r hands f o r  th e  advancem ent o f th e Kingdom o f G-od th ro u gh  i t s  a p p lic a t io n  to  the te a c h in g  o f the t r u t h s  o f th e C a t h o lic  F a i t h  . A l l  her l i f e  , to o  , she e n te r ta in e d  the idea th at, the fo rm a tio n  o f a new r e l i g io u s  ord er m ight be th e  most a p p r o p r ia te  means f o r  the c a r r y in g  out o f h er work -  a p o in t to  w hich we s h a l l  r e tu r n  l a t e r  .We have thought i t  a p p r o p r ia te  in t h is  second e d it io n  to say som ething about M o n tesso ri as  a wa t h o l i c  . I n  t h is  co n n e ctio n  we sh ou ld  l ik e  to  exp ress our deep g r a t it u d e  to  S ig n o r in s  Macchh- e r o n i f o r  the v a lu a b le  f l r s t - h a c ^  In fo rm a tio n  w hich she has p ro ­v id e d  *. "Mb cch" , as her fr ie n d s  c a l l  h e r ( is  th e  on ly  s u r v iv in g  d i s c i p l e  o f M o n te sso ri who was th e re  from the v e ry  b e g in n in g  ; and was one o f th e f i r s t  to  devote h er l i f e  , w ith  i t s  many b r i l l i a n t  t a le n t s  , to  th e  D o tt o r e s s a 's  work .S in c e  the f i r s t  e d it io n  o f t h is  book in 1935a g r e a t d e a l o f r e s e a r c h  has been g o in g  on q u ie t ly  and u n o b r u s iv e ly   ̂ in  a number o f c a t h o l i c  M o n tesso ri s c h o o ls  in  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie . ffeon the a p -

rp l i c a t i o n  o f M o n tesso ri p r in c ip le s  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f r e l i g io n  .



We a re  fo r t u n a t e  in  b e in g  a b le  to  in c lu d e  in  t h is  volume d e s c r ip t io n s  and i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f some o f th s x s x  t h is  in t e r e s t in g  and o r ig i n a l  work .Am ongst th o se  -who have c o n tr ib u te d  in  t h is  manner we would l i k e  to  e x p re ss  our g r a t it u d e  to  the ev Mother I s a b e l E ugenie who was f o r  many y e a rs  an in tim a te  fr ie n d  o f ^r M o n tesso ri . I t  was th rou gh  her in fu le n c e  th a t  M o n te sso ri gave a cou rse o f le c t u r e s  on the te a h h in g  o f r e l i g io n  a t  th e Assum ption C o lle g e  in  London¡from  w hich we have drawn c o p io u s ly  in  th e  fo llo w in g  pages £  We a re  g r a t e f u l  a ls o  to  Rev S i s t e r  S te p h a n ie  O .F .F  and h e r s t a f f  f o r , i l l u s t r a t i o n s  ofc h i lr e n  w orkin t e r i a l s  w hich they^/devised . No le s sa re  we g r a t e f u l  to  the Marchesa S o f ia  ^ a v a l l e t t i  f o r  h er v a lu a b le  o u t l in e  of th e work th a t  goes on in  h e r M aria Mont e s s o r i  S c h o o l f o r  R e lig io u s  te a c h in g  in  v ia  d e g li  Or4i n i  34 in  Rome ^ and a ls o  f o r  b e a u t i f u l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f th a t  work .Nor can we om it to- reco -r dr-ora-r- thankjt M onsieur and^adame L a n te r n ie r  th e f a s c in a t in g  and o r i g i n a l  exam ple o f the '̂"work w hich th ey  have been c a r r y in g  on a t  th e  M o n tesso ri '-'entire Rennes , F ran ce  .I t  i s  bej^ond q u e s tio n  th a t  the com plete a p p lic a t io n  of M o n te ss o ri*s  p r in c ip le s  to  the te a c h in g  o f r e l i g i o n  is  som ething w hich s t i l l  b e lo n g s  to  the fu tu r e  . I t s  f u l f i l m e n t  w i l l  re q u ire  th e  lo v in g  and d is c ip l i n e d  la b o u r o f many c o lla b o r a t o r s  in  a f i e l d  w hich s t i l l  c o n ta in s  many a r e a s  o f v i r g i n  s o i l  . J t  i s  th e  hope o f th o se  who have worked to  produce t h is  new e d it io n  t h a t  some o f i t s  re a d e rs will^K be amongst th o se  who w i l l  devote te m se lv e s to  t h is  Im portant ta s k  .As i t  is  q u ite  p o s s ib le  th a t  some o f our re a d e rs may not
o$ adhave had the o p o o rtu n ity  -fee acqua in t  7them selves w ith  fundam ental p s y c h o l ig ic a l  p r in c ip le s  w hich u n d e r lie ^  th e  M o n tesso ri ethod



- 5 -we have r e o r in te d  in  t h is  e d it io n  a ch a p te r  w hich H ives ag e n e r a l su rvey o f th ose p r in c ip le s  in  a re a so n a b ly  compact form .I1i'Woui-d-'Jbe—m roet-Inappropriatre—bo^oonedrudethis F o r  ew root- w ith o u ta s p e c ia l  m ention o f my f r i e n d and nnh 1 1nh o r , Mr Porta 1 d rest, ,The p u b lic a t io n  o f t h is  book has been h e ld  up a number o f tim esowing to  i l l  h e a lt h  and o th e r ca u se s'fe u t ^r Demarest has shown>h im s e lf  as p a t ie n t  on th e se  o c c a s io n s , as he has been h e l p f u l  a to th e r w ith  h is  v a lu a b le  a d v ic e  and encouragem ent .
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