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OTTE3S0RX SHD 1HE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION

Siur o r ig in a l  t l y l e  was ?orntossorl ana the ^aechlng of Rel ig io n  —«XXXgXXiidSSXOn second thougnts i t  seemed to me b e tte r  to  S e a l w ith the m atter in  a more gen eral way ( was to use some s lid e s  } — something more su ited  to  a gen eral audience thansimply a C a th o lic  one % e s p e c ia lly  as our tim e to-day is  a b i t  shorter than usuual .  Perhaps therefore a more s u ita b 'e  t i t l e  would be ib n te s s o ri ans the Psychology o f R e lig io n  . : : : : : : : : : : :  o ! u : : :  t m : :  u  : n  n : t n : : : : : :In order to i  lu s t  rate  my points I  s h a ll  a sk  you to excuse my making use o f some Personal Reminiscences
YOU m f  GF/TEI HE*RA l l  the great r e lig io n s  o f the world teach the same tru th s  -  in  essnece -  but they d i f f e r  In the manner in  which they are put out In th e ir  e x te rn a ls  .G*K#C -  says -  in  h is  Orthodoxy -  th at i t  is  more true to say th a t a l l  the great r e lig io n s  are  very s im ila r  in th e ir  e x te rn a ls  but d i f f e r  In t h e ir  fundamental tru th s  .( I  quote from memory )

a t  o m  PERIOD OF MY CAREER I  LIVED IN iNDAl B elieve  i t  or not , I  went there to study the Hindu r e l i g -  ©or -  I  might mention ) I  was om  and brought up a Quaker ( i f  uou have ever heard o f them 5 or some time I  had been f e e l  ing the s t r a i t  Quaker W aistcoat a b i t  too t ig h t  fo r  me and was searching h igh  and low fo r  something more s a t is fy in g  -  and had com© In contact with Uieosophiato and others who m aintained th a t the Hindu r e lig io n  was the b e st «



HOT HAVING KEA3H OF Iff OWNI  so t a Job as tu to r  in an Indian Fam ily ( I  got I t  through K ontesaorl h e r s e lf  -  fo r  the mother had asked her to  recommend a M ontessorl tu to r  )I t  was a. fa s c in a t in g  experience -  but not fo r  t h is  occasion except th a t -  in p assin g -  th is  lady Mrs Sarabbai became a very keen fo llo w e r  o f M ontessorl«BE Indian e d itio n  o f The seeeret o f Childhood Is dedicated to  h er r---- *■ and — .A whole Monteeesorl Course was g iven  In the S a ta b h a l’ s e s ta te  *•—*I t  was the one in which the m a te ria l afterw ards published In THE AB3R0BEHT jgfND was given  to the xrorld fo r  the f i r s t  t im e ,* * .*To return to  th is  statem ent about a l l  re 1 Igloo  teaching the same thin g in  essence THE PROCESSIONOne day I  went out fo r  a w alk out s id e  the Compound and I  saw an In te r e s tin g  and touching procession ,Though I  did no know i t  i t  was a gre a t •ahommedan F east .............. I  saw a fa m ily  fa th e r  mother and ch ild ren  and r e la t iv e s  a l l  dressed up in  t h e ir  b est and going alon g .  In fro n t was a man -  leaked l ik e  a so rt o f p r ie s t  * lea d in g  a goat * The goat had been washed ,  I t s  hor ns p o lish ed  , l t s  coat brushed , and I t  was garlanded w ith flow ers .  They were 41 going o f f  to  some temple where the goat -  who I  oust say seorad as ha opy as any o f them hap p ily  cunconoclous o f I ts  coming doom -  the goat was to bes a c r if ic e d



The whole seen© reminded m© o f something rath er vaguelyt i l l  Ï  remembered I t  was a stanza In one o f Keats* mostb e a u tifu l and feaous poemts ODE W  A 3 E&C2AN URN ,I  am sure man; o f you «* i f  not most -  w i l l  remem ©r I t  ,* t  was In sp ired  3by a p a in tin g  on a Oreolan Dm which was unearthedover two thoudand years a f t e r  I t  pwas p ain ted  . I t  deplotsa group o f men and maidens and others g o lin g  In procession trhough. a sylvan g la dIn a very s im ila r  manner to  what I  have Ju s t  desclrbed
xi.kxts.xs.xT.mmax Keat*s poem Is  a work o f such supremo beauty and In sp ira tio n  th a t I  am very lo a th  to  have to  g iv e  only an excerpt — but i t  is  a mattwr 6£> time .  Her© s is  the stanza "Who are these coming to  the sa e fe lfle e  ?To what green a l t a r  , o m ysterious proest »Leadost thou th a t h e l  f e r  lowing a t  the sk ie s  ,And a l l  h er s ilk e n  fla n k s  w ith garlands dressed *What l i t t l e  town by r iv e r  or sea-shore Or mountain b u i lt  w ith p eacefu l c ita d e l  Is  emptied o f I t s  f o lk  th is  pious mom ?And l l t t e l  twon thy syreeta fo r  ever more W ill s i le n t  be i and not a soul to t e l lWhy thou a r t  d eso late  tPdbc can e *e r return *And ju s t  about th is  same time I  was le n t a book by a C a th o lic  fr ln e d  -  which m aintained ( an Idea q u ite  new to me a t  th a t time ) that the essence o f the Mass is  a s a c r i f ic e  ,So you see in  a l l  these th ree there is  an outward s im ila r it y  — a p r ie s t  » and a l t a r  ,  a v ic tim  -  and worshippers . and a a s a c r i f ic e  .And y e t how d iffe r e n t



One was In honour o f A lla h  ond h is  Prophet -  Mahommed Another to  Ju p ite r  or Diana or some other Olympian d e ity  ,  and In the la s t  -  the Maas -  the v ’ eitm  Is  "th e lamb s la in  beofre the faoundatlon o f the world *And do not imagine th a t these f a r  o f f  s a c r if ic e s  were not r e a l and v i t a l  to  those ta k in g  p art In I t  .  Do you remmber ^ ^ g ^ u l  sto ry  in  the A cts  of the A oostles ST Paul and S i la s  had Ju s t entered ly e tr a  and on coming In to the c i t y  sTs Paul worked a m iracle .  "fc happand a t  th a t very moment *  Ju s t  such another provcesslon was under way -  and was a c tu a lly  pasing -  a p r ie ts  ,  woshlppers and a b u ll  dress ®d garlanded fo  the a l u ^ t e r a t  the Temple o f Ju p it e r  .
m e n  the peope saw the m lral e —  the ays sa id  the gods have come to e rth  . . .  Barnabas Ju p ite r  and Paul Mercury .And w ith very sound lo g ic  they s a id  they would o f fe r  s a c r i f ic e s  to these gods there nand then -  Instead o f going o th e ir  temple .( A c ts  14 )

-TO RETURN A MOMENT TO THE QUAKERS
The very sim p lest form o f C h ris tia n  worship Ko P r ie s t  or m in ister  ,  no set se r  4o , no mieto , no prayerbook ,no a l t a r  ,  no p u lp it  ,  no decorations , s ta in  g la s s  wlndeow ®nen no c o lle c t io n  .I  was borught up on the s lm p llcty  o f tho Gospels ,And the e p lsco p a la lsn  ,  a reek Church , C a th o lic s  hada l l  corrpupted the gospel s im p lic ity  ..............
ONE,MEEK «►, AN ILLUMIN^TINS EXPERIENCEQuakers — r  r e l  glon is  e s s e n tia lly  a s p ir it u a l  th in g  between the soul and God — Immediatelys p r ltu a l w ith Ihese others had broguht town isksr d ilu te d  the base m atter



T.KFNa  aHD THE RICEMr S . would you l ik e  ome of t h is  r ic e  I t  Is  varyspecs 11 — HoQ ? My god all s b ia sse d  i t  ?Would you l ik e  to see iay god > * . .Accepted i t  In the s p ir t  I t  vas o ffe re d  ,U p stairs to the Cabinet golden Image o f Kr/ishna a so rt of Pantheon *B.VK, ----- - and Peter Pan *.We out I t  In fro n  t  o f our ods and a s 3 him to b le ss  I t  and give  i t  to our fie n d s  . . . * .-  a so rt o f  sacred meal -  Mrudula AND THE LIGHTED CANDLE STICKwith- f iv e  go ld sa cups fo r  SHIwe l ig h t  i t  and put i t  in  fro n  o f our god ,’ Chho'-e C a th o lic s  again  have s to le n  something fron  the pagans *WBP3HANE AND INDPBHEN AT THE TEMPLE Going round the templethe images o f the gods —— and 24 Ja in  S a in ts  . the holy w ater and touching themselves w ith i t  •the w aiter  and  the beads round h i s  BODf What are those fo r  ¥They are to say h is  prayers on .So ~ there they have “ pinched'* the Rosary •THE BUDDHIST PRIEST AND HIS RITE 
6666666666666666666666666666666F ixe d  a ctio n s , water » a l i t t l e  b e l l  andc e r ta in  prayers repeated etc •IT SEEMED TO Ml THAT ALL THIS WAS PROFBF THAT THE



CAT OLICS HAD SWAMPED THE PRIMITIVE PURITI OP THE EARIX GOSPEL WITH ALL THESE PAGAN ACCRETIONS •
:sli MIIS H  t H111IIf 111111 tit Sift BUT WHAT HAS THIS GOT TO DO WITH THE M T E S 3 0 R I METHOD AND THE EACHINGO? RELIGION ???DER FRIENDS HAVE PATIENCE---- and y u w i l l  see .But |irs fc  ******1 w i l l  ask you to’’ look on th is  p ctu re  and th a t ” (H aslet )and to  do I t  tw iceF IRST CONTRASTTWO FORMS OP CKIRSTIAN WORSHIP ( I  am not concernedhere a t  a l l  to try  and W ln t a in  that one Is  any b e tte rthan the o t h e r ---- I  only wish to  a 3 era how they d i f f e r  )FIRST **ere is  a g re a t church or cath ed rala rc h ite c tu re  ,  s ta in e d  g la s s  windows ,  colours ,and we go Into i t  not only a t  he time o f se t worshipbut any time of say .  We see many people doing d iffe r e n ta c t i v i t i e s  * Somepraying before the a l t a r  ,p r a t a g  before sta tu e s  o f  the s a in tsSome p u ttin g  flow ers before the statu es .Some going round the church do in  the s ta tio n s  of th e cro ss fSome ( in p arts o f the year ) praying beofr© the C rib  *• the scene o f the N a tiv ity  *Some sa ing th e ir  rosarysome going to  co n fessio n  ,some gazin g a t  the s to r ie d  windows r ic h ly  dightsome -making the s ig n  o f the cross w lthhly water or taking some o f I t  home In a b o t t le



some at one o f the book s t a l l s  etc  etcThere Is  a ase  o f movement ,  q u lib  , c o n tro lle d  but indlv9 id u a l a c t i v i t i e s  ae 5 i v i  e ls  o f one oa?t or another «Now th e QfHER KIND (F CHURCHA ;arge  room -  by comparison very simple and bare -  w ith l i t t l e  o f  nothing o f a l l  s o r ts  o f th in gs l ik e  -  the s ta tio n s  o f the cro ss ,  sta tu e s  ,e  c and I f  se rv ic e  Is  not going on an emoty p u lp itand In the body^ o f the church a great v a c u ity  and emptiness *I f  you happen to  o when a s e rv ic e  Is  on —  I tthere la  a oongreagtlon —» a l l  d ire cte d  by the Rev So and Sowho has been b i l l e d  to  preach -  as the g re a t a t tr a c t io n  .  (Notth a t he does not m erit or J u s t i f y  h is  eminence -  but s t i l lI t  is a personal eminence j q u ite  d iffe r e n t  from th e  lmpersonwhose perdsaoa l l t ya l  p art played by the p r ie s t  « who *» un je s s  there happens to  be a sermon -  is  com pletely in  the back ground .AND NOW m  rRlKHDS I  A3K YOU TO LOOK ON TWO OTHER PICTURE AND COMPARE -THEM . THEY REPRESENT TWO KINDS OF SCHOOL ROOMS .THE, f  IRSI  la  a gay and a t t r a c t iv e  environementw lth la v lsh  use o f colours ( suasoria  1 m ateria ls  the ooured beads ahlnlgn In th e ir  a ttr a c tiv e n e s s  / and In  the room a great v a r ie ty  o f In d ivid u aIsaacca 11 a c t iv e  In one way o r  another- -  in d iv ia  13# or In l i t t l e  groups -  doing what they have chosen to do • ’ Vonme a t  the s e n s o r ia l m a te ria ls  ,  o r Ex ofV .p s l j e  ,  or th e varo us a c t l  v i t l e s  fo r  reading w ritin g  or number There is  a q u its  b u s tle  , a fe e l in g  o f th in gs going on » o f moeveritn,no one d ir e c tin g  thin gs ( except occasion
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