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Jesus wäxxfex
l
/ A

had been away from Capurneum fo r  se v e ra l

weeks when suddenly the news went round that  he was back again . 

More than that  i t  woudld seem th a t  he had already begun his  

preaching .Not in the synagogue th is  time -  fo r  I t  was not the 

Sabbath -but i t  was given out th a t  he was preaching in the 

house of a well  to  do c i t i z e n  -  Ssdras a Vintner -who had 

placed a large room a t  h is  disposal  .

” ot far  away from the hou e where Jesus was preaching  

there  loved a middle aged man , c a l le d  Asaer , as was a 

paralyti®  , and somehow or other had missed 'the great  healing  

which had taken place in Caorurneum a couple of months or 

more a gap , when crowds from a l l  over the town had come 

to  Jesus with t h e i r  s ic k  , blind and mained and he had cured them 

a l l  .  Aser was vompletely bed-ridden ; an i though his  name 

s ig n if ie d  "happy "he was very f a r  from being happy , and in f a c t  

fchatm morning was feeling p a r t i c u l a r l y  depressed .

Suddenly wlhthout any warning h is  f r iend  Michael 

rushed into  h is  house and stood be of r  s Aser .

is  a c tu a lIn  a t  th is  very moment a d d rass in - a meeting in the 

house of Ssdras the wine mwerchnat in the next s t r e e t

You know very well  that  I c a n ' t  walk even a yead 

much le ss  into  the next s t r e e t  "

Without making any reply to  th is  des non dent s l a t  ment 

Michale made a few steps  towards the door and waved his  hand 

whereupon three  other young men entered without any seremony • 

"These a re  fr iends of mine -  and th erefo re  of yours -  

and we a re  ©ing to take you , here and now , to the house where 

Jesus is  soeaklr.g and beg him to cure you ".Come on you 

fellows " he went on turning to the three »"each of you get  hold

of one of the corners  of the m attress [h e re 's  not a moment to
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to  lose , for  no one knows how long Jesus w i l l  be s t a t i n g  

In town “

and so , beofre the s ic k  man could properly r e a l i s e  

waht was happening they had ho is  a ted Mir up »passed out of  

he house and were amaking t h e i r  way down the s t r e e t  .

After  about two honderd yeards they turned to the r ig h t  

Into the next 3 t r e e t  , than to the l e f t  and pres ed on 

In the sraae d ire c t io n  .

But as they approached the house of ^-sras -  about 

f i f t y  years away -  an unexpected s ig h t  kk£ presented I t s e l f *  

In f r o n t  of Madras house there  was a crow ; of some t h i r t y  to  

fo r ty  people standing In the s t r e e t  outside the door try ing  

to  g e t  in .

11 Look a t  th at  corwd in the s t r e e t  ” , exclaimed Aser 

" we s h a l l  never be able  to  make i t  . I t ’ s no good you 

fallows wasting your time -  you* d b e t t e r  fcFHsrr turn sound 

and take me ho,e "

"Never say die * '‘sa id  Mlchaie o p t i m i s t i c a l  ly 

as he urged his three helpers  to  quicken th alrpace  .

By the time they had a rr iv e d  opposite the entrance I t  became 

only too evident that  th?y would never be able to  make t h e i r  

way even as fa r  as the door much less  passlw±s£* «inside . 

S everal  of those on the o u t s k i r t s  of the crowd truned round 

to look a t  Michael and his  group as they a peached .

" I t  ‘ a a i l  the f a u l t  of those blessed S ctlb es  and Pharisees  

said one of these ' i t h e r e  *s crowds of them inside  

be went on i come from a l l  over G ali lee  they have -  

'and even from Jeruslarse ” put In another ,

"They *ve bagged the best  places  as usual '* said a th ir d .



11 and the only reason why they have ccme is  to find
b i t

f a u l t  : they’ re n6t a nS>t In teres ted  r e a l l y  in what 

he says “

"Sorry about your fr iend  said  a sympathetic 

woman to Klchael : I ’ ve been waiting here for  half  an 

hour a t  1 eas t  ; and i f  we c a n ' t  get in you haven’ t  an 

e a rth ly  chance of g e t t in g  in KtfckxkfcadfcxteKX fEKXxadx 

fXKXJnsatxaxteBSfcx with th at  bed"

"Hot an e a r th ly  one " »echoed Klchael h s t t x t s x x  

hixxxiSxxHkxkhKXKXKixkjtexkexaxhBanrxHiyxxEitaisirsx but he 

quickly added h a lf  to himself " t h e r e  might be a heavenly 

chance .And as he said th is  he put his whole soul into  

a sw ift  a c t  of  grayer . Immediately a f t e r  , as i f  In 

a d i r e c t  answer » he suddenly exclaimed to his  fr iend s  

" I ’ ve got an idea .Quick you fellows -  donw th is  way ” and 

he d irected  them , s t i l l  c a rry in g  th e ir  precious burden 

down a small a l l e y  way th a t  ran along the aide of the 

house wher ¿esus was preaching • Like most of the houses  

in the East I t  had a f l a t  roof which could be reached by 

a f l i g h t  of atone steps outside one of the w i l ls  .

As soon a s  they reachedthe fo o t  of the steps Michael 

ordered them to l e t  down the m attress  on to the ground .

Aser looked as bewildered as he f e l t  and said  

"What are  you going to  do ?" 'No time to explain re p lie d  

Michale -  you * 11 soon see -  Just  keep you s p r i t  is up "

The to the other three he said "You three  carry  him up the s te  

steps -  you tow in f r o n t  and $BrteR Boa ¡a behind because

he’ s the s tro n g e st  . do slowly and very c a r e f u l ly  .

-  and I ’ l l  be back in a J i f f y  Saying which he truned and

dlaooeared a t  a run
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Not f a r  down the s t r e e t  was one of the many s to r e s  In Capumeuia
*

which sold fishermen s ta ck le  « " I  want some rope ‘please

said  MlchaIs hurriedly to the roan In the hop " that  kind w i l l
r o l l

do ” he added point Inf to a zsBdtx ro o l  on the l o o r  of the

s t o r e  .Give roe four s t r ' n s  each 12 cu b its  long , and make

I t  snappy 1? you don’ t  mind I ’m In ah’uury ”

On enqurilng how much Michael placed the money down

a t  once to the roan’ s astonlsherotnt -  for in the East I t

as , as I t  Is s t i l l  , the custom to  bargain over every s a le

large or small I he did not even wait  to  get  h is  change.

By the time he got back to  the house h is  three  fiends ha
p a r a l t l c l n

succeeded In gwtting the pstsxiBdyJcasrsx and his  mattress
s t i l l  wore

s a fe ly  on to the roof *■ Aser s t i l l  with a bewildered

expression on h is  Ssehxjp drawn and anxious f a c e ; . b u t  was nbne 

'he worse fo r  h i s  somewhat hazardous Journey up the stone  

stairway which had no balustrade .

'Here take these , Said Michael , "handing Bach of the

others  a piece of rope and fa s te n  i t  to  your corner of fchej

m attress  , and Soaz you fas tn e  one a t  my corenr too Whilst

the strong deft  fisherman’ s hadns fastened the rones firm ly

to the four corners  Michael had crawled out on hands and knees
peer Inc

to the rol die of the roof and was sssriwg down through a sma 11 

crack  into  the room below .
the

I t  was customary g t  that  time In building of many 

houses fo r  thebullders  to l a a v - a potion fo the roof towards 

the ce n tre  Incompletely covered ; or -  to  be more precise  ~

covered . but imcomcletely mortabed .This area was covered1 

with stone t i l e s  which res ted  on c r i s s - c r o s s e d  wooden wooden

poles or laths -  a l l  of which could ne removed . This was
done sometimes In very hot weather In order to le a t  in fresh  
a i r  to the room below.



Michael beckoned to h is  fr iends , and as he loosened and
handed o Bgq «*©3 03 ;ggef4

1 I f  ted up the tu les  save them one by one t e l  -tins then to  
^ou pip a Suog geej uee^jgj  inoqe Bdga^B anoj goug 91 ano 
put them down by the edge of the roof next  to the low o a lu é t -  

eseegd pue doqs eq^ peuM.6 oqM. pueoi ©q.* 03 pies eq /gognb puje 
fcade .

ssBegd edoa emos guett j  • eg^oeg SjUeaueqsgj pgos qogqw eeaogs 
A ll th is  time Jesus was preaching to the fortunate  one 

'[gems iiuBiu eqq. jo  ©uo bbm. gasags eqg uwop jegf qojsi* una e g© 
who had managed to get ih .  Ihe room was packed t ig h t  with | 

pejBeddedsgp geeqog^ qogqn gv* egnugrn r ug uge3e 2*oeq eq gggk 
people save fo r  a small open space in fron t of the speaker j .

I pue ¿ggnjeaeo -  sdags ©qg an uigq ¿ jubo eejqg n o j t) Pharisees  
Moat  of the audience were standing save for  a a-rouo of ©ahisess

In th e ir

ihere

• sggew eqg jo ©uo epgsgno x»M*xSifrx:8s:p:ixx&jcxx:g«x»iiO 
long dark robes who were s i t t i n g  together  in a spaecla

daxxflsRS euogs jo gqSggj e /q  peuoBea sew qogqM. jooj gegj 
olace  reserved squatting comfrotabLy on cushions . Every«?

b psq t s Bii s eyr gee© ©qg xxHqaxg ug sssnoq sqa jo ^som e^gq 
th a t  Jesus went now h is  steps were dogged by the Scr ib es  and

* M ^ » x * ^ 3f«x«ii[xx3iiSixjfgw ¿©Tie -[gems e ftuop lim eqa pegged 
Pharisees some of whom had come a l l  the way from ^erusalew .

og^ggeaed aq^ Sugaaea gggge pue -  Abh. sgua ©moo,, senBamob 
Thye aid not come to learn  -  but to  c r i t i c i s e  . Aft dee ¡3 wna|t
B̂ , 9 ^  J ? ? mTBI 0X9 , f t U8PPns 8?  o % x e m u s  u g i g  sy • aeitead jb  could th is  s t r o l l i n g  c a rc e n te r  teachth tains them , wno were

aoe b ogug gnoe ©goq» sgu cmd eu s e t jT S B in tu  oa jxeqthe recognised soecla l i s t s  in the in te ro re ta  “on or tne^3iaw o:
geeqciM peggdea eoueqo £gu©AeeqTe sq aqSgm ©¿eui* anp ,God . mpy were fufclous because «Jesus nad become so nopular

va 1 th> the a m—ha - a re a 1* the c o ^ m ^ n ^ Ul i a ^ n o ° l :n  oŵ JIciga

m ^ e a ^ t W f l s i b e K  S t r i f e s  Sf,a

,e S  t i n  rpM i s f e m  ^ ^ « 1 ^  i ^ ° i a

a m  0 , , e S n f  3 % i t i i i Eb f % eui a ,L i s 9o- BSoileo i v ^ b i i 3oi , i ? i m i  l a w i B o
-uc?J.Pe? ‘in tSa SB Bxgoxw pges I  e r a  Abb .. Jf o r  His teaching -  toe more an~ry ann jealous n’icame the dpcotrs

of the law and the Pharisees . They would have h

UO

ex eg jegaeq p , no A a im  
Hln o u t r 1 gnu *if they na« t* ■hot of

an°iu % V % T  l o ° W £ ° o M  % % ol&  4 k  ^ eW t h 9 m

gg BqSwas to^^‘oli\owaift\mÛ v%ryw5ier^B̂ fe entJ 1 ?tB%f c i P p e  ^9®^» He plmself  

would make b\i3nde^ ^"ytcfre t^Te^a^^le9^ ^ 1̂

chance of a r r e s t i n g  him .  ___^___

hut. I t  was t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  with the pa op le  . The teachings
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US Vie re quito  d i f f e r s :

b e f ore . '' Every thl:

feted 9 so f u l l  o f  I l f

3 0 comfrtlng .Her

I k in Ä; â wout - h i s  vpd

ilto d if fe re n t  from any thing 'they had ever

> said was so new and

i___ __ __  _ r _ so s tim ulating  and s t  the

335te 

v? H S X» ¿i

In f a t  socks with authority  and not as the s c r ib e s  and 

*s bl.se es ♦

On thin p a r t i c u l a r  morning his  thews was Prayer  

and thé responses of lad to .those who prayed to HI* In 

confidence and f a i t h  . A s, His sentences aciBS sour In? 

out the■■ crowd hung on hla e v e ry * wacaabe word . You never 

’tins’.} what was coping next , hut 'whatever came i t  was 

aura, to be something that  touched d i r e c t l y  on the oroblems 

of  l i f e  and was couched In terms th a t  a r r e s t e d  ones a t  ten 

- ion  just  because' they were taken from the ordinary', dally  

l i f e  they lived themesleva ,

he from

no or

s h a  1 1 h a  v  e  a f r i e n d a n d a h a  1

o f  t h &  n i g h t a n d  s a y t o  h I n  ’

f o r a  f r í e n U O  f  iii. l i  i 3  h a s
* >■> . 
ry*-j ■■

• a n d I  h a v  a n o t h  I r r ­ t o  s e t  b s

1 . s h o o I d  a n e w e n  a n d s a y D ö s t

s u t  a n 0  I  a n d ir ,y  c h i l . d r e n  , a r e

f' S  t o t h e e  " ( Q u i t e l i k e !
.„»■ -ci. V» 
j

’sind . lend me

3 eery

• thins* might have happened to one of the aunisnes the night

ef6re  51 say to you tha tthough he w i l l  not get  up and

stive to  him because he Is his  friend , yet because of his

p e rs is te n c e  he w i l l  get up end give him a l l  he needs*

'h\nd I say to you : ask and I t  s h a l l  be .given, you,
knock

seek and you s h i l l  find ; ,irock and i t  s h a l l  be opened 

unto vou . For everyone th a t  asks roc laves , and he woho
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w£l
w^o seeks finds »and to him th at  knocks I t  s h a l l  be opened.

But I f  one of you akks h is  f a th e r  fo r  a loaf w i l l  he

hand him a sotne ? or f o r  a f i s h  »will he fo r  a fish

hand him a ssnaxxdfcsisi serpent?  or If  he ask fo r  an egg

w i l l  he 'and him a scorpion ? Therefore If  you -  
■ . : ■  7 V;.!: , M S m ff  v

e v l l  as you are  -  know how to  give good g i f t s  to your

children how much more w i l l  your heavenly * a th e r  give

the good s o l r l t  to those who ask him ,’ '1

The speaker was In the f u l l  t id e  of his  discourse when the

f i r s t  signs th at  something unusual was hanosning on the roof  
came
appeared In the form of some p a r t i c l e s  which f e l l  down 

ju st  In f ro n t  of him , These were followed Immediately by 

a sh a lf  of llfht»which came from a hole which had suddelny 

appeared in the roof . ? a c e s  were ibrned upwards and even 

as they watched the hole became larg er  »Then a head aopeared 

l lk9  a big blob against  the l ig h t  , stayed a few seconds 

and vanished ,

Meanwhile the ap ertu re  grew larger  and la rg e r .

Voices were heard : then another head appeared and as  

q Ic ly  vanished again . By th is  time n r a c t c l a l l y  a l l  

eyes were turned uowards ; and the sneaker r e a l is e d  th at  I t  

wad u selss  to contlne under these unusual conditions . He 

stooped sneaking a l t o g e t h e r  and q uie tly  waited the Issue  

of the event . Before long the hole In the roof was about 

s i x  f e e t  long and four wide . More voices  were heard -  one 

In p a r t 1 c l a r  wh6ch seemd to ne giving orders ,  Tne fo r  a 

moment four heads anpeared one a t  each corner of the 

hole wi th faces  peering down ,  The ■ disappeared again  

and f o r  a few moments there was a s i l e n c e  ,



o

Suddenly almost a l l  the l igh t  from the ho e In the roof 

was b lo t ted  out as the space was taken up by a large black  

ob ject  .The the commanding voice  was heard again giving

d ire c t io n s  . "Lower now ----  a l l  together -----steady there  Boas

not so f a s t  — gently does I t  A ll  eyes were fixed

upon t h is  weird looking ob jec t  which began to descend slowly 

from the roof .
gasp

Suddenly there was a gen eral  g a s l  of surprise  and 

wwonderment followed by an e x c ite d  buzz of gusxx&Kxxkiisx 

exclamations "Gosh . ' I t ' s  a man on his  b e d . '  Why l t * s  Aser 

the o a r a l t l c  " and other such remakrs . Fouro o a lrs  of

hands could be seen -  one a t  each corner -  le t t i n g  out the 

fbur ropes which suspended the mattress  on I t s  a e r i a l  

Journey .  All  th is  time the man on the m attress  -  Aser -  

lay s t i l l  s t r e t c h  out on his bed . He lloed around him 

nbt without t rep id atio n  f i r s t  a t  the hole in the roof above him 

and as he g o t ’ lower a t  the fa c e s  of the oeople below him .

When his  perilous ftounrey was nearly  completed the voice  of 

F lca h e l  was heard saying "Steday blys — steady — h e 's  nearly  

there — slowly now — very slowly -s to p  now -  h e 's  there "

I t  was wall  done ; and the mattress  came b r e s t  in 

theopen snace In f r o n t  of “esus almost as s o f t l y  as a 

fe a th e r  fills  to the ground.. Jesus did not aonear to  be In 

the le a s t  out out by th is In te rru p t io n  of his  address to  

hLs eager audience . Indeed th ere  was an exorsoslon of Joy 

on h is  face  .  For  If  there was one thing which pieased him 

more than another I t  was any marked manifestation of f a i t h  

and t r u s t  and confidence In His sood w i l l



I t  vas a s t r a n i a  and dramatic s i tu a  t ior There vas a tensé

s i  1e n e e  in  w h ic h ,  no. one mov e d . o r • s o o k e  . T h e  p a r a l y t i c lo o k e d

UP I n t  t h e  e y e s  o f  J e s u s - e s u s  o l l o k e d  down I n t o h i s  *

•'T’I'i Ar e  was no n e e d  f o r  t h e TQ-t'Tr'‘*£ Y t o  e x p l a i n  why he  was til'll tr'B

and f o r  w hat  h e - w a s  h o n i n g Î hH %f e  !- a s  a mute a p p e a l \v*i Vi $ g

©iforsss * on which spoke wots c lea r ly  than an'.? word® could have 

done *

In the hushed s i  tense every e a r  was « tra  ined to  ca tch  the

i e h  many i r  th © a u d i e n c e  had h e a r d  b e f o r e  -

/bed an d  :-v a 1 k •i

vp q f*. «

1 l o o k i n g a t  á s e r  1 s a i d  in  &? c l e a r  v o i c e

" T a k e  con r ;3 0 , son s th y  s i r 38 a r e  f o r g i v e n

t h e r e was moin-ï t o  be  no (T?Ì ? * s e ls  <$ ? t> €? I?

a l l  t and - a f te r  a 11 the trouble  t h i s  wan*® f r ie n d s  had taken to 

..get hln there  . a d i s t i n c t  -©hill o f  diBanoointraent massed l i k e  a

v a ' ? %. o  v b r the'  a u d i e n c e  . 'i’Vjap.j s a g?ô T) t* C3 ' f* A A : 1 VP 0- th a

o r o tfV' è ** t h e i r  '3 -à U T e e a n p r o p h e t  had 1 e t  them down . 0

whâi t  th e c e n t r e  and f o c o S C? i t .V |*3 \ $ e x c i t e m e n t  » j1 $ 0 J*

l y t i c  -  f e l t  himself about th is  unexpected trun of events. » Was he 

s im ila r ly  d lea opo In ted and dlol'lusloned ? Probably." not , fo r  he 

had ju s t  looked Into the  v s y s 'o f  Jesus and had seen there an 

i l l i m i t a b l e  love directed  to himself personally -  an expression  

of such tender compassion and-persona 1 In t e r e s t  and concern 

th at  hse fo r  the .nxmehV f i l l e d  his  «out with a deep happiness,  

besides he had said ’’Take courage n my son «

Put th e re  were others  in t h a t  audience in whose minds and 

h e a r t s  the words o f  C h r s i t  to  the paralyt ic ,  ©roursed a very

A * 4*4* rj r e n t  r e a c t io n  from: a, dteapoointetient th a t  no m irac le  of

hea l ing had taken place ./to then i t  was a matter Inc I f fe re n c i
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whether Aser vjus hsaled or not . Indeed other things being squa 1 

they were pleased th at  no miracle had taken place fo r  they 

¡welcomed an-thing which would tend to lessen the admiration  

and resp e ct  of the pools fo r  the new " e l f -  appointed ^ronhet . 

l u t  fo r  fch tierr being the question of the working of a 

mlracrle or not was completely overshadowed by another and f a r  

more important onslderatlon .

As soon as the words "thy sins are  forgiven thee " 

had been u t te re d  a l l  the Pharisees present reacted  almost 

| as sw ift ly  and v io le n t ly  as If  they had KKgrisxsii suffered  

a physical  blow . Immediately there was an angry buzzing of 

con e rs a t  1 on amongst themselves ,a reac t ion  s im ilar  to what 

happens when someo one drops a stone Into a hornet s ’ n e s t .

" Id you hear wgat he said ? " Incredible  I cou ldn 't  believe  

my ears "Sheer blasphemy t h a t ’ s what I c a l l  I t  ? "No one can 

forgive  slsn  save God alone " .  Such were the thoughts -  u ttered  

|or unexpressed -  which were t l r r e d  up  In the minds of the Phar­

ise e s  by th a t  short sentence Thy 1ns a re  forgiven thee "

"’o understand the commotion caused by those few words

we have to remember th a t  the Phrase "the forgiving of s ins  " In
had

the ane se th a t  Jesus  had ju st  used I t  watst a d e f in i te  ,

te ch n ica l  t h e o lo g ic a l  s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e  . I t  meant something much more and much deepr than 
when one person d e l ib e ra te ly  does wrong to

what happens
isr , and is  sorry fo r  I t  afterwards , and asks and receives  

tceness from th Injured Party . ' How often said the imulslve 

Lpie Peter on one occasion "must I  forg lv  my b roth er  -  

i times ? "And the f a s t e r  re p lie d  "seventy times s e v e n . ' "



l i ­

ft hen Jesus said to the p a r a l y t i c  'Thy sIns are  forgiven thee '* 

vis words implied something very difff-erent ■ from that  s o r t  off 

•forglvincr » Ho meant th at  the man 8 • s i r s  were wlpedout of exist*« 

ones a .itogether -  an nihilated  , as in the sentence / ' ’Though your 

sins he as s a c r i s t  they s h a l l  be white as snow • That hind of 

forgiveness  which r e s to r e s  the soul to i t s  p r i s t i n e  innocence 

and. takes away even the '«ense of g u i l t  only <3od can confer  

bestow «Jesus was well  aware that, theScrlhes  and F a r i a s e s  

would understand the f u l l  s ig n if ic a n c e  of his statement -  Just  

as  he was equally aware th a t  i tsorofounder th e o lo g ic a l  meaning 

would, be lo s t  on the ordinary fo lk  in the room , the farmers , 

vine gowers » burchers , fishermen and the like .

go when thexJfrrkfcxxxfltx shocked Phalrtsees  and Scribes  

murmured amongst themselves that  only “od cur, forgive sins they 

were ab so lou tt ly  r ig h t  . The only lo g ic a l  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  

°eusus us in? those words would be that  Hg himself wa s_0od * the 

ortlv other a l t o e r n a t I v e s  would he th a t  h® was e i th e r  a madman or 

an lwoostor .That he was mad they did not believe  :no madman 

could hold the crowd and sveak as **e did . -.rgo waa an inmost 

or .Ouringthe l a s t  century before Christ  there  had been nont 

a fswsuch -  Individuals who had s e t  themselves uo as the long -  

promised Messiah and claimed to have extraordinary  rowers . 

anyone could claim to forgive  s in s  ,and who was to know that  

they were or n o t t  * I t  reminds one of th a t  pom nous ’Welshman in 

Shakespeare» Henry V who says proudly ’ I can c a l l  s p i r i t s  from the 

vasty deep " , and the other man replied "Why so can I , or so 

carany man -  but w i l l  they come when you do c a l l  them ? "

Jeusus knew of fchxxfc these s e c r e t  thoughts which the 

Pahrisses  harbored a g a in s t  Him and said to them openly "Why do 

you reason thus in your hearts  ?Vhy do you cherish th ess



which command is more l i g h t l y4cteed thoughts ? Te 11 me 

given  

the»

-*■ t 0 nay to t'h e mar. s i c k  of  the p a lsy  "Thy !• ins a r© fo r g iv e n

" or "■ Rise up a nd walk " and how to convince. you thu t the
paiwer

n ea r tli —f  Man HAG the "Wuoer to f o r c i v e  s in s  ~ w h i le he is  0

i0 y a ■ 0 sa 10 to talie man wi t h the nalsv R ise  ..u .. fchev bed .

and go home ",

»And he rose up a t  once -  in f u l l  e ig h t  -of them a l l  - took  his  

bedding and went home , giving p ra ise  to  Sod "

a gasp of astonishment Iand d el ig h t  went through the crowd , 

'f’hye were -¿alighted that  ¿tax"their " Jesus had not l e t  them down 

, and th a t  the irao bad baencured a f t e r  a l l  . But i t  was more than 

Ju s t  a Joyful aatonslh.aent , the -oap ei  w ri te r  t e l l s  us they were 

f i l l e d  with awe -  and pra ised'Nod for glng auxhoowers to  men ’♦

Mere the Pahrlaeea "conviced " ?Not a w h i t , ’ Tiot even such a atupend 

on a miracle could have any e f f e c t  on -h eir  c losed minds; , «Teems 

. know' t h i s  , and knew i t  from t h e . f i r s t  , hut he had gloen them 

fhier  cahee to draw the’- c o rr e c t  -conclusion ~ though they did not 

take i t  .

No one « e x te n t ii-se.r h im s e l f  - bad

c a 0 0 ing w V th mor s tons 3 1.h t e r e s t  than Klcba

who war 3 s t i l t  1warobing from the hole  In t

p i c k l y down the outs ide stone s te p s  and ro

s t r e e t s  to meet t h e i r  friend . f o r  who t h e  corvd 'cy pressing  

backwards hade a lane for  him to pass with h is  ro l le d  up mattrass*  

iiary of the® congratulated him as he made h is  way through the 

thong to the door leading to the s t r e e t  ..

Ju b i la n t ly  his  four fr ineds '  greeted him . " ’ 'I can’ t  

n o ss lb ly  thank you f e l l o e s  enough for what you have done fo r  me 

said Aser , ”T can oIn7 nraye th at  aod w i l l  reward you as you
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deserve ,As they e s c o r te d  .bin- hoi?*« Aaer remarked to  Mr. b e n e fa c to r s  

"My w ife  wo n ’ t b e l ie v e  i t  , 1 *e sure 3ut ehe did , and g r e a t  was 

the r e f o ld in g  in the Assr household * After  he had been boms f o r  about 

a qu arter  of  an hour Aser s la d  1 ‘'Excuse me , $mvx&tn*M&x f r ie n d s  

but 1 must go a t  once to the sybagogus to  g iv e  thanks to  Cod f o r  

. «y cure -  but s h o r t ly  we s h a l l  hav-e a c e l e b r a t i o n  * Then a f t e r  a 

h urr ied  consist la t io n  with b i s  w ife  he went on " I  I n v i t e  you a l l  to 

com®.and have dinner with me tomorrow evening " .

On leaving A cer ’ s house ElehasIxxsfcxxicsiJi want s t r a i g h t  back 

to the bouse where the m ira c le  had taken place and asked the servant 

vho came to  the door I f  he could speak with hla  f e s t e r *  On being 

brought In . b e fore  Ssdraa mlcha la a t  once sa id  " S i r  > I  have come to a.p 

a p o lo g is e  f o r  taking such l i b e r t i e s  with your roof  ; I  have corns 

to put everything in order again " ,

"So need to a p o lo g ise  a t  -al l  , I  assu re  you r-so l ie d

Ss .fras with a smile  . '* and I  must s ^  I admore your ingenuity and 

.p e rs is te n c y  on b e h a l f  of  your f r ie n d  , I t  was indeed a wonderful 

occasion  -  q u i te  h i s t o r i c  In f a c t  » As f o r  the roof  . do not give i t  

another thought : I  have a lready given orders  to  some of my men to 

f i x  I t  . 1 f|| delighted  a t  Aaer’ a good fo r tu n e  • he is  a good man 

and a cod- f a t h e r  * '■

Michael ro se  to go and as he was about to make h is  salaams 

Bsras  said  ”1 wonder, i f  I  might ask-a  l i t t l e  favour of you -  

r a th e r  a f o o l i s h  th ing  perhaps . . .

" C e r ta in ly  ' ,  cut in Michele i f  I t  i s  my ower to do so '' 

h e l l  I  was wondering Sf  you would l e t  ms have one of the 

b i t s  f a  rope th a t  were fas ten ed  to the m attress  — j u s t  aa a 

memento of  the occas ion  , course  of  Gourde , sa id  Michael 

most w’ l l l n  f l y  - take the m a l l  i f  you l ik e  .

"^any thanks , but one would be enough -  j u s t  something

t



to b® able to  show to  my friends and hand on to ay children , as a 

memento of th is  ■wonderful day "

3y th is  time the Scribes  and Pharisees who had been present

had s t  together in the house of Abner to discuss  amongst themselves

the mornings events and to consider whether there was s u f f i c i e n t

eveidenoe fo them to  accuse - the ^azaren Pseudo -prophet

f o r  blasphejny beofSre the Banhodirn -  the highest  Jewish’ -court

of law , i'll ere was no sign that  any one of theta had change i'd his

mind on th is  point ds a resufci • of the miracl® ,

Put there  were to th ers  who had been present wh® upon whom

the whole proceeding had made th© most nor found 1 mores 31 on »
with t h e i r  ‘f a s t e r

As the three  d s lc lp ie a  Pater , James and John » made t h e i r  way

back to P e t e r 1 a house , where they were staying , the youngest

of them - Jo  n - was s trangely  s i l e n t .  was s t i l l  brooding

deeply over the ebenfcs o f  the morning . Miracles he had seen

•jeBUo VOrk before  -  miracles  In nlanty -  and i t  was not th is

. , , »*.„-1? ,,„ a mirnal-a -  which had made such anew miracle In I t s e l f  -  as a nuroatw •

. ' nrofound impression on him , btxkx so. much as some of the

attending, circumstances . There was one-phrase © socially  which

eaua had said to the Pharisees ’’but to

0f i -  while he is  on e a r t h has

"That was a & strange thing to say

■M l .  t .  n .  saxth-----| jii|  H I  «3 - M "  by I t  . I t  suggests* a

temporary s t a t s  of things -  aa one might say > M l s  I 1"  J s r l c h o  

I stayed with my uncle « . t a x  ¡-'ana-sab . ||  ohrase c a r r ie d  « 1 th I t  

mysterious and suggestive  ovartons3 j ;  almost as though Janus 

th a lr  beloved frs ln d  and « a s te r  did not r e a l l y  belong to th is  earth  

a t  a l l  , but «aa here - as you might say -  on a temnorary v i s i t

on ly .
. ,  . . .  „ _ fy.s «1« i.-m to  have the nowerThen there  was th a t  other matter -  cn® uu

had stuck in h i"  mind . Te 

convinvs you th at  the Ton o 

power to ssn x i  forgive  si



to fo rg iv e  a Ins . This was soma thins  nev? too . as the young John

roadltated upon these new glimpses into the mysterious depths of

his  l i s t e r * s  p erson ality  there came suddenly to his mind aonathln

which had happened over s i x  months ago when ha had seen Jesus for

f i r s t  time , I t  '-«as down by the r iv e r  Jordan near the place wh«r

John himself had been babtissd the day before by the famous new

prophet John the B ap tis t  -  to •whom people from a l l  over P alest in e

were f lock ing  in t h e i r  hundreds and thousands .

while a l i t t l e  group were standing l i s t e n  slug to John the

B a p t i s t  a ittan ad passed by *as he did so t$ohn -  Cha Foreruuner

had interrupted hia discourse and pointing with his  f in g e r  had

aaId ’Rehod the Lamb of Sod who tuketh away the wins of the

l. or Id ! ,rhat was John 's  f i r s t  introduction to Jeaus . I t  was a

strange nmark to  say about anyone and John had xfkxw wondered

about i t  X'&tt&x not only a t  the time but many times since a f t e r

he hda beocrea one "of Jesu s '  d is c ip le s  . Rat now i t  earn© back
fo r

to  h is  mind with ah added forve as It- see rad to link i t s e l f  up 

with t h i s  new c a l l®  to a a s o c i a l  pow.-.rr ,u c a l  lx  implied In the 

words Take courage > , my son , thy,. ..fitafiLJU:8 ...f prgl,y/m.,..Um£..



wlfeh the ¿poetise who, s f  te r  Pentecost, were op ««eh tug the Sesurrec­

ti®» of Our Lord*

fhe Ho rod loos , end Seddoceees ha ted each other* hut

on variou s  doe#««lone they Joined, f o r c e s  1» & ccnmcm c a m «  • t o  

hr lug about the death of CHrlit« Xi I® In t e r e s t i n g  to  note th at  ©up 

Lord i l i  n o t  f i r s t  a t t a c k  any of the»® gangs* I t  *?as they who f i r s t  

attacked  HI», On the threshold of Hit public l i f t  the Scribe« and 

Iberia#«« sthsolcoft HI» in Je ra a e le « $  and they l a t e r  followed Hi® 

f#®» Jer t ta a l*«  t o  deg His fo o ts te p s  eh«reever  He went In © a l l i e s .

I t  vs«* however* the $addocean party that wee eventually responsible 

for Hie -death*
fwiS5 tnefl*® w>Tb'¿.’Sri*1*

©or Lord* himself* w i  a ca rp e n te r  by trade? Peter*  and r e * ,  Jam®® 

§pi Here f i  she roans Mthe# m $  #■ publican* Wa than 1s t  was des­

cribed as a staple Is ra e lite  In »ho» there was so guile*

©or Lord and HI® ¿n estles belonged to that clan® who were called  

*the people of the Lor©** a t i t l e  f i r s t  attrib u ted  to country-dwellers 

who were Ignorant of the law and careless In i ts  observance, The 

t i t l e  »a« la te r  extended to tbs mesa»«, and became synonymous with 

"the publicans and sinners** -  the people whom our Lora befriended, 

end the poor and l i t t l e  ones who® he declared f i t  subjecta for Hi# 

leitigdo®# these la t te r  were* in a «©re or tesa undefined way, a part 

of Hi® gang, and eery often H# defended the» fro »  the attack® of the

SteePls««®*



ffl&'aSOLaSC&ST s m s »

X» il#  fellri è t  adolescent »Hg# fife© yóeth 1## c m «  to  wider 

lorIsons* i#  tfe'infee mn* of #©# t i  the C rm tfcor ani D irector of the 

0*5lveree» and the Clod of H istory, the .0©ft »ho dóteme t e i  d irects  

the <Se»tl»y of osti,oos* am# the F its  and f a l l  of « p ir e s *  fíe sees 

1» Oc? torà* s l i f e  Ih# Colf llisseot of the long hi»tory of the Oh osen 

pe© oís# ff« think* of So3 «e e tod of. unde retarding, kind »ni sym­

pathetic »ho keeps His prooiaee* * « #©i »ho- asks for heroic a#not-tty» 

end pro»tsee • t r e a t  rm m vâ to r  heroico in *«rfl»jg îfia»

there lé »  stag;# between the infants end the adolescents {eight 

to  twelve years) which he® very clearly  narked eh eracterlstice*

Spring th is epoch ©hi Id re» g© throiîfh & Sensitive Period* which 

■&©»te sse ri .describee ee the Period ©f the dsnge#. »hat peyofeotogiste  

©suslty describe as the Period of the Herd In stinct* Hers a r t  ®om of 

the eneo te l feature« ©f th is  stag® to  which Montesaorl drew attention  

In one of her le c to re si <*>

( l ) He find ©rge©1s»4 gasi« »Ith  leaders*

(2) ■fh# most Important pere on la always the leider of the

winning geni*

(3) The gangs tend to he «ns table j In one day the oh 114 m f

belong eocoeeslvely to se rt ra l geni»*

(43 They love a fight*

C5) They w ill not stand for belying end ■ they tend to s tick

for the

f i )  They often have se cre t codes
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