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THE CLIMBING OF MOUNT OLYMPUS

The G reeks, a s  everyone knows, m ain ta ined  th a t  th e  c lo u d -g ir t  

summit o f Mt. Olympus was th e  abode o f  th e  Gods. I t  i s  s a id  th a t  no 

person  was allow ed by th e  P r ie s t s  to  ascend Mount Olympus, th e  

avowed reaso n  being  th e  ir re v e ra n c e  o f such an in s t r u s io n  in to  such 

a  sacred  p re c in c t .  The r e a l  reaso n  however was q u ite  d i f f e r e n t ;  

i t  was th e  f e a r  o f  th e  o f f i c i a t in g  p r i e s t s  ( i n  th e  v a rio u s  tem ples) 

th a t  i t  would be d isco v ered  by th e  in t r e p id  e x p lo re r  th a t  th e re  were 

no Gods on Mount QLympus a t  a l i i

Now to  Mount CELympus in  Quakerism i s  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  Moving 

o f  th e  S p i r i t . The whole b a s is  o f  th e  Quaker Tiay o f W orship depends 

upon i t .  The Moving o f  th e  S p i r i t  i s  th e  a x is  round which ev ery th in g  

revo lves?  i t  i s  th e  rock  bottom  on which th e  whole fo u n d a tio n  o f 

Quakerism r e s t s ,  f o r ,  on i t ,  depends th e  ’v a l i d i t y ’ o f  th e  Quaker 

M in is try .

To any re a d e r unacquain ted  w ith  th e  Quaker mode o f  w orship i t  

ought to  be ex p la in ed  a t  t h i s  p o in t how i t  p ro ceeds. The Quakers 

assem ble a t  a  s ta te d  hour in  a  M eeting House (n o t a  church; t h e i r  

founder spoke o f  churches, a s  such, w ith  contem pt, and nick-named them 

’s te e p le h o u se s ' ) .  The M eeting House i s  u s u a lly  a  b a re  unadorned room, 

fu rn ish e d  w ith  th e  benches f o r  s i t t i n g  on, and w ith  no th ing  e ls e .  There 

i s  no a l t a r ,  no p u lp i t ,  no o rgan , no r e l ig io u s  p ic tu re s  o r  symbols o f  

any k ind  on w a ll o r  window. One o r two rows o f  s e a ts  face  th e  main 

body; th e se  a re  occupied by th e  E ld ers  o r O verseers.



The w orsh ippers come in  ones, tw os, o r  th r e e s ,  o r  i n  fa m il ie s ,  

and ta k e  t h e i r  s e a ts  in  s ilen ce»  As th e  b u s t le  caused by th e  en tra n ce  

o f  any l a t e  comers d ie s  away t h i s  s i le n c e  deepens. I t  i s  s tra n g e , 

im pressive  s i le n c e  which some persons f in d  r a th e r  e e r ie  i f  i t  i s  new 

to  them. Here you have any th ing  from 'tw o o r th ree*  up to  a  hundred 

persons o f  a l l  ages and sexes s i t t i n g  to g e th e r  m o tio n le ss . The 

s ile n c e  deepens a s  th e  long  m inu tes pass -  u n t i l  you can n e a r ly  h ear 

th e  c lock  t ic k in g  o r  your h e a r t  b e a tin g . D is ta n t sounds a re  borne 

in  from w ithou t -  ' f a i n t  and f a r  o f f  a s  from an i n f i n i t e l y  d is ta n t  

l a n d '.  These sounds only  serve  to  make t h i s  s tran g e  s ile n c e  which 

has enveloped th e  w o rsh ip p ers , even more s tra n g e , more m y ste rio u s , 

more im p ressiv e .

Anyone w ith  a long  experience  o f  Quaker m eetings le a r n s  how to  

sense a  c e r ta in  v a r ia b le  q u a l i ty  in  t h i s  s i le n c e .  Sometimes i t  seems 

a  dead s i le n c e , sometimes v e ry  much a l iv e ,  v ib ra n t  w ith  th e  prom ise o f  

th in g s  to  come. T h is c o l le c t iv e  s i le n c e  broods fo r  f iv e ,  te n ,  f i f t e e n ,  

o f  even more m in u tes , flow ing over and around th a t  community l i k e  a 

v a s t  r i v e r .  The deeper i t  becomes, th e  more i t  seems to  se iz e  and 

subdue th e  in d iv id u a l?  th e  more d i f f i c u l t  would i t  be to  b reak  through 

i t  th o u g h tle s s ly . Who, in  f a c t ,  would d a re  b reak  th a t  solemn s p e ll?

T his s ile n c e  i s  charged w ith  s tran g e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s .  Hie n o isy  

b u s t le  o f  th e  w ork-a-day world has r e t r e a te d ;  th e  f le s h  i s  s t i l l e d ;

' c re a tu re ly  a c t i v i t i e s '  a lm ost suspended; th e  body reduced alm ost to  

a  n ég lig e ab le  shadow, w hile  th e  l ib e r a te d  sou l becomes lum inously  

s e lf -c o n sc io u s . In  th a t  s i le n c e  i t  would seem th a t  th e  S p i r i t  world 

has drawn n e a re r  a s  dep ths o f  human p e r s o n a li ty  a re  sounded.

Then -  in  a  'good m eeting ' -  s i le n c e  grows even more in te n s e ,



more a c u te , more f u l l  o f  su spense . I t  i s  's i l e n c e  im plying sound'

-  and th en  -  q u ite  suddenly -  th e  sound comes. I t  i s  a  human v o ic e . 

Someone, i t  may be a man o r a  woman, and i t  may come from any p o in t 

o f  th e  m eeting house, i s  speak ing . Perhaps th e  speaker i s  on h i s ,o r  

h e r ,k n e e s , p ray ing  extem pore. In  t h i s  case  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  congrega

t io n  stand  up (why I  have never d isco v e re d ). Or i t  may be t h a t  th e  

speaker i s  s tan d in g  on h is  fe e t?  in  which case th e  r e s t  rem ain s e a te d . 

The se lf -a p p o in te d  m in is te r  i s  g iv in g  a  sermon -  which may l a s t  any

th in g  from one m inute to  h a l f  an hour o r  even lo n g e r .

•SELF-APPOINTED' MINISTER d id  I  say? Ah, t h e r e 's  th e  ru b l F or, 

accord ing  to  th e  Quaker d o c tr in e , he i s  n o t s e lf -a p p o in te d . Viijpy not? 

Because he ( o r  ¿he) i s  supposed to  be speaking , n o t as  a  mere man o r 

woman, b u t a s  an o ra c le  o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t  j u s t  as in  a n c ie n t tim es 

i t  was n o t th e  s y b il  h e r s e l f  who spoke a t  th e  D elphic s h r in e . She 

was j u s t  th e  m outhpiece. I t  was A pollo, th e  God o f th e  Sun, who 

spoke th rough h e r human l i p s .  A pagan s im ile  you w i l l  say , and n o t 

equal to  th e  occasio n . Very w e ll ,  l e t  u s  b a p tiz e  i t  (an  awkward m eta- 

phore in  a  book about Quakers, b u t l e t  th a t  p a ss !)  Speaking th en

th e o lo g ic a l ly ,  we may say th a t  th e  th eo ry  o f  Quakerism i s  j u s t  th i s !

No one h as  a  r ig h t  to  kn eel down to  pray o r stand  up to  speak (o r  s in g , 

a s  v e ry  o c c a s io n a lly  happens) u n le s s  he o r  she i s  'moved by t h e  s p i r i t ' .  

In  f a c t  th e  whole meaning and purpose o f  th e  s i le n c e  which we have 

been d e sc r ib in g  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s i le n c e  o f  'w aim ting ' on th e  S p i r i t ,  

o r e x p e c ta tio n  o f  H is ad v en t. As in  th e  Pool o f Silaam  th o se  in v a lid s  

around i t  w aited  fo r  th e  angel to  come and s t i r  th e  w a te rs  to  move them 

w ith  an in v is ib le  to u ch , so do th e  Quakers w a it f o r  th e  S p i r i t  to  touch
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some would in to  speech. Or* to  change th e  m etaphor, th e  members o f  

th e  Quaker M eeting may be compared to  th e  s t r in g s  o f  an A eolian  h a rp , 

w a itin g  f o r  th e  windos o f  th e  s p i r i t  to  touch them in to  a  c e l e s t i a l  

harmony. For -  to  use  a t e x t  o f te n  quoted by th e  Quakers -  'The s p i r i t  

blow eth -where i t  l i s t e t h  and you h ear th e  sound th e re o f  b u t no one 

knows whence i t  comes o rw h ith e r i t  goes l i k e  th e  w in d .'

T h is i s  th e  fundam ental th e o ry  o f  Quaker w orship , and I  t r u s t  

I  have d e sc rib e d  i t  f a i r l y .  The whole Quaker p o s i t io n  r e a l l y  s tan d s  

o r  f a l l s  w ith  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f th e  claim  by i t s  m in is te r s  to  be moved 

by th e  Holy S p i r i t .  I s  th e  Quaker r e a l l y  moved by th e  S p i r i t?  And 

i f  so , who, o r  w hat, i s  t h a t  s p x r i t?  Whence comes i t ?  How does i t  

come? And w ith  what a u th o r i ty  does i t  speak?

B efore we s t a r t  our m e tap h o rica l jou rney  up th e  Quaker Mount 

Olympus, i t  i s  worth w hile  pausing  to  n o tic e  one im portan t p o in t.

The Quakers u s u a lly  ta k e  t h i s  c laim  to  th e  moving o f  th e  S p i r i t  fo r  

g ra n te d . I  have been to  sco res  o f  Quaker conferences and d isc u ss io n s  

on a l l  s o r ts  o f  s u b je c ts ,  b u t I  cannot r e c a l l  any occasion  when a 

group o f  re sp o n s ib le  Quakers even s e r io u s ly  questioned  t h i s  fundam ental 

b e l i e f .

They accep t i t  on t r a d i t i o n  -  and unquestioned  t r a d i t i o n  -  coming 

down from th e  tim e o f  George Fox. I t  i s  in te r e s t in g  by th e  way to  

n o tic e  h e re  th a t  Quakers them selves o f te n  accuse C a th o lic s  o f  b lin d ly  

accep tin g  a  t r a d i t i o n ,  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  system e x te r n a l ly  handed down 

from g e n e ra tio n  to  g e n e ra tio n . But t h i s  i s  e x a c tly  what th ey  do them

s e lv e s . Not th a t  th e re  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  any th ing  wrong in  t r a d i t io n  

i t s e l f :  th e  im portan t th in g  i s  to  f in d  ou t th e  o r ig in  o f  a ry  t r a d i t i o n .
1



Ifliho s ta r te d  i t ?  Where d id  i t  come from? How has i t  been passed  on? 

Whence comes i t s  a u th o r i ty ? I t  i s  th e  b l in d  fo llo w in g  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  

which i s  dangerous -  i e . ,  fo llo w in g  i t  u n q u es tio n in g ly , w ith o u t l e t t i n g  

th e  i n t e l l e c t  en q u ire  a s  to  i t s  o r ig in ,  n a tu re  and a u th o r i ty .

l h a t  we a re  about to  do th en  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  to  examine t h i s  t r a 

d i t io n a l  Quaker d o c tr in e  o f  th e  moving o f th e  S p i r i t ,  in  an atm osphere 

o f  open and candid  en q u iry . In  Chapter ( ) we s h a l l  d e a l more

m th  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r ig in s  o f  th e  Quaker t r a d i t io n }  h ere  we a re  

concerned more w ith  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  c la im s.

So l e t  us g ird  up th e  lo in s  o f  our minds, and, a s s is te d  by th e  

s t a f f  o f  human rea so n , l e t  u s  b eg in  our a sc e n t in to  t h i s  c lo u d -g ir t  

realm  o f  m ystery  where th e  God i s  supposed to  r e s id e .

•Human R eason!• I  can a t  once im agine th e  r e a c t io n s  t h a t  would 

a r i s e  in  an average Q uaker's mind on re a d in g  t h i s .  'Human R eason!'

"How can one expect w ith  such a  weak and f a l l i b l e  in s tru m en t to  sound 

th e  dep ths o f  th e  human soul?"

ffe r e a d i ly  g ra n t th a t  human reaso n  i s  l im ite d  in  i t s  scope.

But n e v e r th e le s s  i t  has i t s  scope — i t  has i t s  god—g iv en  fu n c tio n .

As Shakespeare s a y s :-  'God gave us n o t th a t  capable and G od-like 

reason  -  to  f u s t  in  u s  unused."

Indded th e  more we l e t  human reason  ' f u s t  in  us unused ' th e  

weaker and more f a l l i b l e  i t  becomes as  an in s tru m en t o f  t r u t h .

"CREATURELY ACTIVITY"

Even a s  a  c h ild  my 'r e a s o n ' b rough t to  l i g h t  a d i f f i c u l t y  

™-th reg a rd  to  th e  Quaker d o c tr in e  o f  th e  Moving o f th e  S p i r i t ,  and one
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to  which I  never found a s a t i s f a c to r y  s o lu t io n . I t  was t h i s .  I t  no t 

in f re q u e n tly  happens in  a Quaker m eeting , e s p e c ia l ly  i f  i t  i s  a  la rg e  

one, th a t  two, o r sometimes th re e ,  p e rsons w i l l  g e t up to  speak a t  

th e  same tim e.

Now i t  i s  im p o ssib le , w ith o u t blasphem y, to  th in k  o f  God, th e  

Holy S p i r i t ,  a s  be ing  th e  source o f  co n fu sio n . For i t  c e r ta in ly  b rin g s  

confusion  when two o r th re e  persons g e t up to  ad d ress  th e  same assem bly 

s im u ltan eo u sly .

I  remember ask in g  v a rio u s  'W eighty F r ie n d s ' about t h i s  p o in t ;  and 

th e  answer was always th e  same v iz .  -  t h a t  th e  confusion  was n o t about 

th e  Holy S p i r i t  b u t to  'c r e a tu r e ly  a c t i v i t y '  on the  p a r t  o f  (presum ably) 

one o u t o f  th e  two who stood up to g e th e r ;  o r  two o u t o f  th e  th re e  (o r  

th re e  o u t o f  th e  fo u r  and so o n ).

But I  do n o t remember g e t t in g  any l i g h t  a s  to  th e  n a tu re  o f  t h i s
1 t
c re a tu r e ly  a c t i v i t y ,  which was th u s  supposed to  i n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e  

d iv in e  prom ptings, no t how i t  could  be guarded a g a in s t .  So th e  answer 

g iven , in s te a d  o f c le a r in g  up th e  problem in  my mind, made confusion  

more confounded.

For once you make t h i s  trem endous adm ission -  th a t  c re a tu re ly  

a c t i v i t y  can , and does, i n t e r f e r e  w ith  th e  prom ptings o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t  

i n  any p a r t i c u la r  c ase , how a re  youto be su re  th a t  t h i s  ' c re a tu re ly  

a c t i v i t y '  i s  n o t o b s tru c t in g  th e  d iv in e  in s p i r a t io n  in  a hundred o th e r  

ways -  ways in  which th e re  does n o t happen to  be such an obvious 'c o n tr o l  

o f  e r r o r '  (1) as  th e re  i s  in  th e  p a r t i c u la r  case we a re  d is c u s s in g .

( l )  A M ontessori p r in c ip le .
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Furtherm ore, even in  th e  case  o f  two o r th re e  persons g e t t in g  

up to  speak a t  th e  same tim e , what guaran tee  have we (assum ing one o f  

th e  th re e  i s  in s p ire d )  th a t  th e  p a r t i c u la r  one who goes on speaking 

i s  th e  in s p ire d  one? A ctu a lly  what u s u a lly  happens in  such cases 

i s  th a t  th e  more tem peram entally  tim id  person  s i t s  down, w h ils t  th e  

more a g g re ss iv e  o r  dominant one goes on drowning th e  v o ice  o f  th e  

o th e r  (g e n e ra l ly , l e t  u s  hope, u n co n sc iously , because he has n e i th e r  

seen him r i s e  o r  h eard  h is  v o ic e ) .

I t  i s  q u ite  d e a r  th a t  to  g e t to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  problem one 

must fo llo w  up more f u l l y  t h i s  q u e s tio n  o f 'c r e a tu r e ly  a c t i v i t y 1.

So f a r ,  th e n , we have e s ta b lis h e d  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  Quakers adm it th e  

presence o f  a human f a l l i b l e  elem ent which may in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  

r ig h t  o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t .  Have th ey  any d e f in i te  and c le a r  

te ac h in g , on t h i s  p o in t ,  a s  to  how t h i s  human elem ent may impede th e  

moving o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t  e i th e r  w holly o r in  p a r t?  I s  th e re  any 

way o f  reco g n is in g  and so d is t in g u is h in g  th e  human elem ent -  the  

c re a tu re ly  a c t i v i t y  -  from th e  d iv in e?  I s  i t  always p re sen t?

These a re  v i t a l  q u e s tio n s  and must be ta c k le d  by any Quaker who 

i s  w il l in g  -  l ik e  P la to  -  1 to  fo llo w  th e  argument w herever i t  l e a d s ' .

The f i r s t  th in g  to  observe , in  seeking an answer to  th e se  

'Quaker Q u eries ' i s  t h a t  th e  Quakers them selves have no c le a r  and 

u n if ie d  te ach in g  on th e se  p o in ts ;  and o th e rs  a re  a c tu a l ly  a t  v a ria n ce  

among them selves.

When I  was a  boy th e re  was a  school o f  thought amongst Quakers 

* which was q u ite  d e f in i te  in  condemning a l l  1c re& tu re ly  a c t i v i t y '  in

th e  m in is try . To e x p la in  j u s t  what I  mean I  w i l l  r e l a t e  a couple
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o f  in c id e n ts .  The f i r s t  was to ld  by P ro f. Rufus Johes a t  a  d inner 

p a r ty  a t  a Quaker Summer School y e a rs  ago. T his w e ll-k n o w  .American 

Quaker s a id  th a t*  on h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  to  Europe, he a tte n d ed  a  Qaaker 

m eeting a t  L iverpoo l th e  f i r s t  Sunday a f t e r  h is  a r r i v a l .  He began 

h i s  ad d ress  w ith  th e  words -  ' I  have been th in k in g  t h i s  morning w hile

s i t t i n g  a t  th e  m e e t in g ......... 1 At th e  end o f th e  m eeting one o f  th e

E ld ers  came up to  him and admonished him f o r  h i s  1c re a tu re ly  a c t i v i t y '  

addings 'Thou sh o u ld s t n o t have been th in k in g  in  m eeting -  thy  mind 

should have been a  p e r fe c t  b la n k . ' Yvhat th e  good E lder in tended  to  

convey was t h a t  because he had been  a c t iv e ly  th in k in g  in  m eetin  he must 

have p reven ted  th e  unimpeded flow  o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t .  He should have 

reduced h is  mind to  com plete v a c u ity  so as  to  make room f o r  th e  S p i r i t .

T h is i s  the  essence  o f  Q uietism , and i t  i s  based upon an e s s e n t ia l  

dualism . The n a tu ra l  man must cease to  fu n c tio n  b e fo re  th e  superna

tu r a l  can come in .  I t  i s  a  th e o ry  which rem inds one o f  t h a t  q u a in t 

dev ice  used f o r  f o r e te l l in g  th e  w eather. I t  co n ta in s  two l i t t l e  f ig u re s  

and when one goes in  th e  o th e r  comes o u t. How d i f f e r e n t  from th e  

C ath o lic  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  r e la t io n  between th e  n a tu ra l  and th e  superna

tu r a l  o rd e rs i  S t .  Thomas and th e  Schoolmen stood  sq u are ly  on th e  

maxim th a t 'n a tu r e  p recedes g r a c e ',  o r too p u t i t  more a c c u ra te ly  'th e  

b e s t  fo u n d a tio n  fo r  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l i s  th e  f u l l e s t  developm ent o f  th e  

n a tu r a l ' .  In s te a d  o f  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l o u s tin g  ou t th e  n a tu ra l  what 

happens in  th e  C a th o lic  view i s  t h a t  though th e  'n a tu r a l '  w ithou t

*

ceasing  to  be what i t  i s . i s  r a is e d  to  th e  su p e rn a tu ra l l e v e l ,  j u s t  

as  a g la s s  p rism , w ith o u t ceasin g  to  be i t s e l f ,  may become su ffu sed  

w ith  rainbow  c o lo u rs  by th e  in f lu e n c e  o f l i g h t .
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One b eg in s  now to  understand  t h i s  dread  o f  ' c re a tu re ly  a c t i v i t y 1 

th a t  haun ted , and s t i l l  h a u n ts , Quaker d o c tr in e . F or, once you beg in  

to  adm it th e  presence o f  c re a tu re ly  a c t i v i t y  in  th e  m in is te r  th e re  i s  

no t e l l i n g  where i t  may s to p . I t  r a i s e s  in  f a c t  th e  f e a r  t h a t  you 

may, upon exam ination, be ob lig ed  to  reco g n ize  more and more 'c r e a tu r e ly  

a c t i v i t y '  i n  th e  Quaker m in is try , u n t i l  the  co n fin es  o f  th e  d iv in e  

elem ent becomes even sm alle r u n t i l  i t  v an ish es  w holly , le a v in g  behind 

a  p u re ly  n a tu ra l  and human a c t i v i t y .  In  s h o r t ,  Olympus would have 

been clim bed and found empty o f  i t s  imagined d iv in i ty .

B efore p roceeding  fu r th e r  w ith  th e  th re a d  o f  our argument I  cannot 

r e s i s t  r e l a t in g  an o th er in c id e n t to ld  me by an eq u a lly  em inent Quaker 

in  h is  day, John Wilhelm Eowntree, f r ie n d  and c o lla b o ra to r  w ith  Rufus 

Jones. He to ld  to  a  group o f s tu d e n ts , in c lu d in g  th e  w r i te r ,  in  

th e  smoke-room a t  Woodbroke w ith in  a  few weeks o f  th e  opening o f  t h a t  

i n s t i t u t i o n .

'Two F r ie n d s , 's a id  J .  W. R . , '  f a th e r  and son, had been 'r e le a s e d ' 

by t h e i r  M eeting to  t r a v e l  in  th e  m in is try  in  one o f  th e  s t a t e s  o f  

America. One Sunday morning th ey  were bo th  p re s e n t a t  a  c e r ta in  

m eeting and bo th  s a t  in  th e  m in is te r s ' g a l le ry  fac in g  th e  m eeting , 

th e  f a th e r  a s  i t  happened, s i t t i n g  j u s t  beh ind  h i s  son. The lo c a l  

'b ig  guns' o f  th e  m eeting were (presum ably) h o ld in g  back th e i r  s p i r i t u a l  

f i r e  to  g ive th e  v i s i t o r s  an in n in g s  ( i f  you w i l l  pardon th e  mixed 

m etaphor). The v i s i t i n g  son a ls o ,  on h is  p a r t ,  was 'h o ld in g  back ' 

h i s  p o te n t ia l  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  m in is try  o u t o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  th e  

?■ g re a te r  experience  and 'w e ig h t' o f  h i s  f a th e r .  The l a t t e r  however, a s

i t  happened, had no th in g  on h is  mind th a t  day and had in  f a c t  no message



to  d e l iv e r .  The tim e -went by -  f i f t e e n  m inu tes, tw enty , tw e n ty -f iv e , 

and th e  m eeting began to  g e t a  b i t  r e s t l e s s .  Suddenly i t  dawned upon 

th e  f a th e r  what was happening. He r e a l i s e d  th a t  h i s  son was w a itin g  

fo r  him to  speak, a s  th e  lo c a l  m in is te rs  were w a itin g  on both  o f  them. 

So, v e ry  u n o b tru s iv e ly , he gave h i s  son a  t in y  d ig  w ith  h is  to e  from 

b eh in d . Whereupon th e  son, r i g h t ly  in te r p r e t in g  th e  s ig n a l ,  go t up 

and d e liv e re d  an e x c e lle n t  sermon.

But a la s !  T h is r e l ia n c e  on 'c r e a tu r e ly  a c t i v i t y '  had n o t escaped 

th e  ly n x  eyes o f  one o f th e  o lo c a l E ld e rs . The m eeting o ver, th e  s e l f 

same E ld er sev e re ly  reproved h i s  v i s i t i n g  f r ie n d  f o r  h i s  in te r fe re n c e  

w ith  th e  prom ptings o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t .  Unabashed, however, th e  f a th e r  

r e p l ie d  in  h is  d raw ling  to n e ; 'W ell, my f r ie n d ,  I  reckon if-y o u -c a n -k ic k

as-g o o d -a~ se rm o n -o u t-o f-y o u r-so n -th e -L o rd -w ill-fo rg iv e-y o u . '

T h is d isparagem ent o f  'c r e a tu r e ly  a c t i v i t y '  e s p e c ia l ly  o f  th e  human 

i n t e l l e c t  and i t s  c h ie f  in s tru m e n t, human reaso n , i s  something e r r a d i—■ 

c a l ly  bound up w ith  th e  Quaker p o in t  o f  view . I t  comes down from th e  

tim e o f  George Fox who s a id  ' i t  was no t n e ce ssa iy  to  go to  Oxford o r 

Cambridge to  become a  m in is te r  o f th e  g o s p e l . '

Xt i s  t r u e  th a t  th e re  a re  always some Quakers who, by ed u ca tio n  

and p sy ch o lo g ica l make-up, a re  d isposed  to  a p p re c ia te  th e  value  o f  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  study  as  a  p re p a ra t io n  fo r  th e  m in is try . The two F rien d s 

from whom we have j u s t  quoted were good examples o f  th e  ' i n t e l l e c t u a l '  

s id e  o f  Quakerism. In  f a c t  i t  was J .  W. Rowntree, more th a n  anyohe 

e ls e ,  who was in s tru m e n ta l in  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  th e  Woodbroke S e t t l e 

ment — an i n s t i t u t i o n  avowedly c re a te d  to  enable  young f r ie n d s  to  

p rep a re  them selves f o r  th e  'm in is try ' by cou rses o f  s tu d y , a lthough  one 

o f te n  wonders what George Fox would have sa id  i f  he had a tten d ed  some
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A COMSTMT TENSION OF OPPOSITION.

When I  was a Quaker (and i t  i s  j u s t  th e  same now I  h e a r)  th e re  

were two opposing groups, re p re se n tin g  tiro te n d en c ie s  o f  though t and 

a c t io n . On th e  one hand th e re  were th ose  known as  the  E v a n g e lis ts .

These b e lie v ed  in  th e  l i t e r a l  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f th e  S c rip tu re}  in  th e  

im portance o f  being  'c o n v e r te d ';  and in  th e  danger o f  in t e l l e c t u a l  

study i n  th e  realm  o f  r e l ig io n .  On th e  o th e r  hand th e re  were th e  

' i n t e l l e c t u a l s '  who were d i s t r u s t f u l  o f em otionalism ; th e y  s tu d ied  th e  

H igher Q r i t i c s  l i k e  Hainach & Co. and o f te n  pushed t h e i r  scep tic ism  

alm ost in to  U n ita rian ism , n o t to  m ention Theosophy and Anthropospphy. 

Between th e se  two extrem es th e re  a re  many v a ry in g  grades o f  th o u g h t. 

There i s  in  f a c t  no u n ity  o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s ta n d -p o in t amongst th e  

Quakers, n o t even in  any one g iven  m eeting . In  f a c t  one o f  my f r ie n d s  

in  th e  Scarborough m eeting  f a c e t io u s ly  suggested  th a t  th e  M eeting House 

bhould be subdivided in to  sm alle r rooms, and th e  p a r t i c u la r  type o f 

q u a l i ty  o f  th e  su b d iv is io n  should be w r i t te n  over th e  door, e . g . ,  The 

H igher C r i t i c s ;  th e  Broad-minded; th e  Em otional; th e  M iss io n e rs , and 

so on -  so th a t  each person  would be sure  o f  g e t t in g  in to  atm osphere 

most congen ia l to  h i s  way o f  th in k in g .

The cu rio u s  f a c t  i s  th a t  even th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  never seemed to  

tu rn  th e  l i g h t  o f re a so n  on th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  Quakerism as  a  whole -  

e s p e c ia l ly  on t h i s  d o c tr in e  o f  th e  Moving o f  th e  S p i r i t .  I t  i s  indéed  

an odd circum stance th a t  many Quakers who would n o t h e s i t a t e  to  q u estio n  

th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  w r i te r s  o f  a  g o sp e l, o r  o f  an a p o s tle  l i k e  S t.P H al, 

never seem to  q u e s tio n  th e  r i g h t  o f  any Tom, Dick o r  H arry (o r  H a r r ie t)  

to  s tand  up and speak in  m eeting a s  th e  d i r e c t  m outhpiece o f th e  Holy 

S p i r i t .
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