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CHAPTER IV .JE SU S IS ACCUSED CF BLaSPHEMY

F o r  s e v e r a l months( now^Jesus had l e f t  h is  home In N a zarethaipd had made Capharneum h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  . S e v e r a l o f h isd k c I p l e s  l iv e d  th e re  j  %lm o n (afterw ard s known as P e te rJ) andh i s  b r o th e r  Andre w  ̂ and James and John th e sons o f  Zebedee- j a i l  o f them fish erm en  .  But Je s u s  had many fr ie n d s  b e s id e st h e s e ,f o r  worked many m ir a c le s  o f h e a lin g  In th a t  townwho were most g r a t e f u l  f o r  what a e had done f o r  them .1 Je s u s  however d id  n ot spend a l l  h is  talm e In Capharneumand used to  go o f f  on e x c u r s io n s  in  th e v i l l a g e s  round aboutp re a ch in g  In the synagogues and h e a lin g  th e  s ic k  .  By t h istim e h is  fame had spread not on ly  a 111 over G a l i l e e  b u t a ls oih  Judea and In  Je ru s a le m . . The more he was looked up to  a n ladm ired by the p o eop le^ n ot o n ly  f o r  h i s  m ir a c le s  b u t a ls o  f o rf—l Ikr— ' 7L j ,  w"tAi2_hils te a c h in g  a n x lo s  became th e  S c r ib e s  and P h a lr ls e e s  *p e rtu rb ed  b ecau se^ as a B r e s u lt  th ey were lo s in g  t h e ir  h o ld  on the p o p le  who had h it h e r t o  looked up to  them as th e Jo u r c e  o f a l l  thefc r e l i g io u s  te a c h in g  .H is  te a c h in g  was s tr a n g e ly  Jew and In t h e ir  view  v e ry  r e v o lu t io n a r y  and dangerous -an d  no in e  knew what I t  m ight le a d  to  .T h ey the S c r ib e s  and P a h r ls e e s  1 an a a ls o  th e Dadducees in  Je ru s a le m  were w e ll  co n ten ted  T^lth the way th in g s  were -  they had no w ish  to  change the i t s u s S a u o _. They were th e  acknow ledged le a d e r s  o f  th e Je w is h  r e l i g i o n  -  w hich meant f o  th e  Jew s ih  p eop le  -  f o r  to  th e Jew h is  r e l i g i o n  was th e  most im p ortant th in g  In  h is  l i e f e .  id d ed  to  a l l  t h is  th e re  were uncom frtabLe roumours g o in g  round khat Je s u s  was th e lo n g -a w a ite d  M essiah  ( see n e x t C h an ter )Lnd t h i s  rou mour was stren& htned by th e  f a c t  th a t  he was jalways t a lk in g  ab out th e Kingdom Of God w hixh was " a t  ahdn"



a t  hand ".M o re o v e r ifcx though I t  was n o t common knowledgeamongst th e  p eo p le  the s c r ib e s  and P h a ris e e s  -  a l l  overthe cou n try  were aware th a t  in  one o f  h is  v i s i t s  to  Je r s u s la e mhe had d e f i n i t e l y  spoke o f Cfod as h is  F a th e r  -  n ot in  theu s u u a l sense th a t  we wre a l l  c h ild r e n  o f  G-od -  but in  as p e c i a l  way — f o r  ^e alw ays spoke o f  My F a th e r  w ith  a s p e c i a lon th e MII n d iv id u a l  em p h isis as in  c o n tr a s t  J o  "your F a th e r  " whensn e a k in g  to  o th e rs  .T h is  was g e t t in g  v e ry  n ear to  blasphem yin  th e  eyes o f the d co to rs  o f  th e Law .As a consequence o f  th e se  developm ents thhe s c r ib e sand p h a r is e e s  a l l  over th e  co u n try  -  and every v i l l a g e  howevers m a ll had i t  synagogue -  were more and more on the a l e r t  everyfo llo w in g  h is  movemenys and h o p in g to  t r i p  him up and reduce h i s  in flu e n c e  amongst th e p o e o p le . W ith o u t doubt th ey ? o u ld  l i k e  to  have done- away w ith  him a t  once by p u tt in g  him to  d aa th  but by t h is  tim e he had thousands o f  fo llo w e r s  a l l  over th e co u n try  ,  and such a c t io n  was Id be dangerous and m ight lead  to  an open r e b e l l io n  a g a in s t  them by th e  people and perhaps lead  to  a c la s h  w ith  the Romans . I t  was b e t t e r  th e r e fo r e  to  w atch and w a it  £or t h i s  new x eacher to  make a f a l s e  move -  when they would pounce down upon him l ik e  w olves upon t h e ir  prey .Je s u s  had been away from  Capharneum /for over two weeks when suddenly th e  news went round tha ft he was back a g a in  . . . ^ o r e  than hhnA that he was a lr e a d y  a y  h is  p re a ch in g  a g a in  , n o t in  th e  synagogue t h is  tim e b u t -in  the houseo f  a w e ll  to  do c i t i z e n  who had p la c e d  a larere room a t  h is//d is p o s a l . The p h a r is e e s  who had had t h e ir  yspies and sco u ts  on th e  w atch had le a rn e d  about i t  and were th e re  i s  c o n sid e r  a b le  numbers and had secu red  th e  im p ortan t s e a ts  -  as u s u a l .



"*3 *"* **’ 3

Now th e re  l iv e d  in  Capurneum a m iddle aged man , c a lle d .A ser , who was a p a r a ly t ic  . Somehow or o th e r  he had m issed th e  g r e a t  h e d lln g  th a t  e v e n in g  some weeks ago when th e  crowds from a l l  over th e  town had come to  Je u s u s / w ith  t h e ir  s i c k  maim and h a l t  and he had cured them . He w^s co m p le te ly  bed rid d e n  and though h i s  name s i g n i f i e d  "hapn^ " he was not happy and th a t morning f e l t  p a r t i c u la r ly  d ep ressed  .Suddenly w ith o u t any cerarony h i s  f r ie n d  M ich ad l ran e n te re d  th e house and sto o d  b e o fr e  him ." ur e a t  news . ’ g r e a t  news ,! J esu s is  b a ck  a g a in  and he is  a c t u a l l y  a t  t h is  moment a d d r e s s in g  a m eeting a t  the house o f E sd ra s  the wine merchant in  the n e x t s t r e e t  ."W e ll you know v ery  w e ll  th a t  I  can?* t move even a yard much le s s  in to  th e nex t  s t r e e tM ic h a e l made a few ste p s  to  wards th e  door and waved w ith  h i s  hand and im m ediately th r e e  ohtlaer young men e n te re d  ."T hese a re  fr ie n d s  o f  mine -  and th e r e fo r e  o f you -  and we a r e  g o in g  to  ta k e  you h e re  and now to  th e  hznxxroom whwre ^es tu s  p re a ch in g  and beg him to  cu re  you " — come on you chaps he went on tu r n in g  to  th e o th e rs  - each  of' you g e t  h o ld  o f one o f th e  co rn e rs o f  the th e mat te e s  s -  there's n o t amoment to  lo se  . f o r  no none knows how lo n g  Je s u s  w i l l  be s t a v in g  in  town .And so b e fo r e  the s i c k  man kx Could r e a l i s e  what was happ ening th ey had h o is te d  him up and were making t h e i r  way down th e f t r e a t  A ft e r  about two h|sdred yard s they tu rn e d  to  the r i g h t  in to  th e  n e x t s t r e e t  and p re sse d  on in  th e same d ir e c t io n  But as th ey drew n ear th e house o f ^ sd ras about a hundred y ard s away an u nexpected s ig h t  mei them .A lr e a d y  th e r e  was a crowd o f some t h ir t y  o f  fo r t y  p eo p le  s ta n d in g

is



th e  d tr e e t  ou'rside th e  door t r y in g  to g e t  in .in
"Look x i  s a ’ d A aar " a t  th a t  crowd in the s t r e e t / w e  s h a l lnever make i t  . I t ’ s no good your fe llo w s  w a stin g  y o u t/tim eand e n e r g ie s  ¡y o u ’ d b e t t e r  ta k e  me home ""^ ever say d i e . 1" sa id  M ich a e l as  he u rged o n /h is th r e efir ie n d s to  q u ick en  t h e ir  pace . When th ey  a r r iv e d  /opposite the

e n tra n c e  i t  was on ly  to o  e v id e n t th a t  th ey  would n o t/b e a b le  toglet i t  i f  we c a n ’ t  g e t  in  " s a id  one od the crowd /who hadtp rn  round to  w atch them approach and I ’ ve been h ere  f o r  h a l fab hour -  you have n ’ t an e a r th ly c h a n c e  to  g e t  in w ith  a bed "/"But th e r e  m ight be a h e a v e n ly  one " re p lie d / M ich a e  1 h a l f/to  h im s e lf  as he put h is  whole s o u l in to  a s w if t I a c t  of p rayer . Im m ediately a f t e r  , as  i f  in  a d ir e c t  answer , he su ddenly e x cla im e d  to  h i s  fr in e d s  . " I  ’ ve  g o t an idea . ’ Q u cik  you fe llo w s  -/djonw t h is  way and he le d  them s t i l l  c a r r y in g  fthe p a r a ly t icdjown a s m a ll a l l e y  way by th e  s id e  o f the b b u tld ln g  where Je s u sw|as p re a ch in g  . L ik e  most house in  the E a s t i t  had a f l a t  ro o f
Iwjhlch erould be reach ed  by a f l i g h t  o f  sto n e  /seeps o u ts id e  one tjhe w a lls  .As soon as they reached th e  ste p s  M ich a e l s a id  to  h is  h e jp e r s  "You th re e  c a r r y  him up the ste p s  I- ca r e f u l l  -  and I  ’ l l  h;e back in  a m inute A t w hich he d is appeared  a t  a run . Not f a r  down She s t r e e t  was one o f th e many s t o r e s  in Capherneum w hich sjold fis h e r m e n ’ s t a c k le  . " I  want some rope p le a s e  " s a id  M ich a e l h u r r ie d ly  to  he man in  the shop -  th a t  Wind w i l l  do he added o o in t in g  to  a c o i l  - I  want fo u r  s t r ip s  f i f t e e n  f e e t  lo n g  "3s soon as he had got what he w anted M ich a e l was o f f  a t  the run a g a in  n o t even w a it in g  fo r  h i s  change;By th e tim e he g o t b a ck  h is / th r e e  fr ie n d s  had managed to  g e t ^ s a e r  s a f e ly  up on to  th e top o f  th e ro o f »where he la y  w a itin g  wlith a b e w e ild e re d  srpresslon on h is  dawn fa c e  .



5 ^but none the worse fo r  h i s  r a t h e r  hazardous jouney up the ste p s  w hich had no b a lu s tr a d e  ."Here I tak e  th e se  he s a id  as he handed them th e  ropes and fa s t e n  one to  each co rn e r o f th e m a ttr e ss  .  W h ile  th e  str o n g  d e ft  fis h e r m e n 's  hadns fa s t e n d  the ropes f ir m ly  to th e co rn e rs ja&xfcha M ic h a e l was c ra w lin g  on h is  handstand knew knees over th e  r o o f  every now and then p u tt in g  h is  ears to  th e S S p ^ lX s te n ln g  M ich a e l went to the m id d l^ ro f th e r o o f and g o in g  donw on h is  hands and knp^w peeped th rou gh .I t  was custom ary in  many houes a ^ T th a t tim e fo r  th e  b u ild e r s  to  le a v e  a p r t lo n  o ^ t h e  r o o f towards th e  c e n tr e  in co m p etely  covered  ; o r to^ba more p r e c is e  -  covered In c o m p le te ly  m o r t a r e d / T h u s  area was co v e re d  ŵ rtfh sto n e tiles  w hich re ste d  on on^'ihin wooden p o le s  -  a l > ^ f  w hich coiLLd-beremoved . This^-Was doen sometimes lo t w eath er to  l e t
1QoV> a 1 r ^  *rl ?oom below  .M lch a le  beckoned to  h is  fr ie n d s  and as he l i f t e d  thet i l e s  handed them one by one t e l l i n g  them to  put them downby th e edge o f th e  ro o f n ear the b a lu s t r a d e  . QuifckijcxkheA l l  t h i s  tim e % su s was p re a ch in g  to  th e  fo r t u n a te  ones whohad managed to  g e t  in  . H is words had th e  u s u a l e f f e c tthe a u d ie n ce  hung on h is  every  w ord. H is theme was tkscxp rayer and th e resp onse o f God to  th ose who In f a i t h  la idt h e ir  p e t i t io n s  b e fo r e  HimW hich o f  you s h a l l  have a fr ie n d  and ahs 11 cm v*In  th e m id d le  o f th e n ig h t  Jn d  e a , to  him eth ee lo a v e s f o r  a f r ie n d  o f  mine has 1« « * n - r i ®nd lned me a jouney and I  have noth 1 no- *■ Com9 to  me fromwfcfchfcdoahduiddanswer a n d ' s L " ™ 8? 4 ? e fo r e  h l ® lend he from  w ith in  sh o u ld  7 D l8 tu rb  ®e not ‘ th e  door Is

6 g ^ u p ' S n d  ¿ 2  Z  “th e e 4" ' 1 ^  1  " *  ln  b* 4 1  oannotto h L T e o ^ s n r i e *  ^  “ P and
persistence he «111 „ 1  ® ’ y9t beeauee of his

" H I  get up and give him a l l  he needs.



And I  say to  you a s k  and i t  s h l l  be g iv e n  you , seek and. you s h a l l  f in d  V knocft and i t  s h z l l  be opened unto you .F o r  everyone th a t  ask s r e c e iv e s  and he wo seeks f in d s  ; and to  him th a t  knocks i t  s h a l l  be opened .But i f  one o f  you aks h i s  fa t h e r  fo r  a lo a f  w it he hand him a sto n e  ?or fo r  a f i s h  , w i l l  he f o r  a f i s h  hand him a serp e n t ? or i f  he ask s f o r  an egg w i l l  he hand him a e sco rp ió n ? T h e re fo re  i f  you , e v e l as you a re  know how to  g iv e  good g i f t s  to  your c h ild r e n  how much more w i l l  our h eaven ly  F a th e r  g iv e  the good p l r i t  to  those who a s k  him .’The sp eaker wwas in  th e  f u l l  t i d e  o f h is  d is c o u r s e  when th e  f i r s t  s ig n s  o f  th a t  som ething unusual was happenong were some p a r t i c l e s  o f d u st th a t  fe fe l ffro m  th e r o o f .T h is  was im m ediately  fo llo w e d  by a sha l f t  o f l i g h t  w hich came from  a h o le  w hieh had suddenly appaered in  th e  r o o f .F a c e s  were tu rn ed upwards , and as theyw atched th e h o le  in  the ro o f became la r g e r  .T h en a head appeared l ik e  a b lg  bllack n’o lo b  a g a in s t  the l i g h t  . The a p e r tu r e  grew la r g e r  and la r g e r  i ifo ic e s  were heard ; then a n o th e r head ap p -eared  ajnd v a n ish e d  a g a in  . By t h is  tim e p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  eyes weretiurned upwards ;and the sp eak er r e a l is e d  th a t  i t  was u s e le s s  t|o c o n tin u e  under th e se  u n u su al c o n d it lo n d .a n d  stopped sp e a k in g  and w aited  th e is s u e  o f the e v e n t. B e o fre  lo n g  th e h o le  in the ro o f was about s i x  f e e t  lo ng and fo u r  wide • Then f o r  a moment fo u r  heads appeared loolsteg downfrom  each co rn er ,T  en they d is a p p e a r e d  f o r  a momentaj few moments and th ere  was a s i le n c e  .the l i g h t  from theSuddenly alm o st the whole a p e rtu re  was b lo t t e d  out as th e space in  th e  ro o f was taken up by a la t g e  b la c k  o b je c t  . Then a v p ic e  was heard g iv in g  d ir e c t io n s  . "  Bower now -  a l l  to g e th e r  -s te a d y  th e re  John n ot so f a s t  — g e n t ly  does i t  A l l  eyes were fiste n e d  upon t h is  w e ird  lo o k in g  o b je c t  w hich began to  descend s lo w ly  from  th e r o o f .S u d d e n ly  th ere  was a gjasp o f s u r p r is e  and wonderfment fo llo w e d  by an e c c it e d  bfczz



G-osho f  c o n v e r s a tio n  . ’ "Why ; i t s  a man on h is  bed " Why /i t ' s  A se r the p a r a ly t i c  " and o th e r  su ch rem arks.Four p a ir s  o f hands co u ld  be seen -  one a t  each co rn ero f th e  h o le  - l e t t i n g  out th e fo u r ropes which suspended them d ttre ss  in  i t s  a e r i a l  jo u rn ey  . Not w ith o u t t r e p id a t io n  A se rjfxataxfiacKxfeaxhxxTiaatxaclaiaThe man on th e , bed la y  s t i l lA l l  t h is  tim e th e  man on th e bed -  ^ s e r  la y  s t i l land n o t w ith o u t t r e p id a t io n  looked around him f i r s t  a t  thero o f and the whole above him and then a t  the fa c e s  o f  th e/p e o p le  round ab out him .When h is  p e r ilo u s  /  jou rn ey was n e a r ly  com pleted th e  d ir e c t in g  v o ic e  o f  M ich a e l was head to  say .S te a d y  boys -  v e ry  slow ly-new  -  h e / ’ s n e a r ly  th ere  "
J  -~vs lo w ly  n o w ---- v ery slgI t  was w e ll  done and the bed came to  r e s t  in  the open sp ecs in  fr o n t  o f  Je s u s  a lm ost as s o l f t l y  as a fe a t h e r  f i l l swas a d ram atic moment . f fter o i jge a te n se  s ijle n c e  * Ao one moved and no one spoke .T h e  p a r a l t i c  lo oked  ub in t o  the y e ss  o f  th e Prophet from  ^ a z a r e th  and the Prophet lcjoked down in to  h is  . There was no need f o r  the form er to  e x p la in  why he was th e re  and f o r  what he was honing : b u t th e re  was a mute ap p eal in  h is  ex n re ss io n  w hich spoke more c le  c jje a r ;y  than any words c o u ld  have done .^ Not the le a s t  in t e r e s t  ed̂  in  what was happening -  and about tohappen -were the group ofj P h a ris e e s  who were s i t t i n g  in  the fr o n t  row .In  the hushed s i le n c e  every ear was s t r a in e d  to  ca th c  thje h e a lin g  words -  w hich many in  th e  au d ien ce  had b eard  b e fo re  -  ¡Rise Hjax ta k e  up tiyebed and w alk .But th ey  did  not come .In  ste a d  J esu s 4111 lo o k in g  a t  A se r  s a id  in  a c le a r  v o ic e  so th a t a l l  cou ld  h ea r .



J esus d id  not ap pear to  be Ir a  th e le a s t  put out by t h is  in te r r u p t io n  o f h i s  a d d re ss to  h is  eager a u d ie n ce  .Indeed th ere  was an e x p r e s s io n  o f Jo y  on h is  f a c e  .- or i f  th e re  was one th in g  w hich p le a se d  him mpre than an o th er i t  was any marked m a n ife s ta t io n  o f f a i t h  and t r u s t  in  Him by th o se w ith  whome he came in  c o n t a c t . And here c e r t a in ly  was an appr oach to  Him m o tiv ated  by a deep and c o n fid e n t  f a i t h  in h i s  g o o d w ill and power -  p a r t ic u la r  I t  h is  good w i l l  ,



1Mj~C

Take cou rage , Son , thy s in a  a re  fo r g iv e n  th ee "What an a n t i - c l im a x  .'S o  th e re  was g o in g  to  be nom ir a c le  a f t e r  a l l  . — a f t e r  a l l  th e  tr o u b le  t h is  man's fi?—S&i. ^ aa>- ImaA.f r le e n s  had been to  A  d s t in e t  c h i l l  o f d lsa an o in tm en t1......1____ _______________m m_________________-  jfcdil£]i_jicuAdT-a4^soaJL_b^^ over th e  au d ien ce (vg . a t  le a s t —the-m a to-lr t v  o f  th ose p re se n t .  One voders what th e t e c e n tr e  and fo c u s  o f  a=fei t h is  eon expe cte d —evontI fen?th ou gh t <5T  irb—h im s e lf • ; and w hether he h4« s -e ii  f e l t  a pnag o fd isap p o in tm en t .P ro b a b ly  n o t -  or le s s  so than the p©opll lw>o-  f o r  he han looked in to  the yes o f  Je s u s  and had seen th e re  an i l l i m i t a b l e  lo v e  and in t e r e s t  d ir e c te d  o erso a n n ly  to  h im s e lf  . and b e s id e  Je s u s  had to ld  him to  Take courage .But th e re  were o th e rs  in  th e  au d ien ce who m a n ife ste d  a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  r e a c t io n  from  d isap p o in tm en t th a t  no m ir a c le  had taken p la c e  yA^As soon s as th e words Thy s in s  a re  fr o g lv e nth ee th e p h a r is e e s  p re se n t e a c te d  alm o st as sw if t l y  and v io le  e n t ly  a s  i f  th ey  had toeceived a p h y s ic a l  blow .Im m e d lta e ly  th e re  was anangry b u zzin g  o f c o n v e rs a tio n  amonsgt th em selves . l t~ b lo k od q Imo'S’fe—iri-tee what happens when some one drops a sto n e  In a h o rn e ts  n e s t  .Im m e d ia te ly  th e re  was an angry b u z z in g  o f c o n v e r s a tio n  amongst th em selves ." D id  you h e a r what he s a l  s a id  ""Y e s  , I  co u ld  n t  b e l ie v e  my ears l I n c r e d i b l e . 'N0 one can fo r g iv e  s in s  b u t God .' Sh eer blasphem y t h a t 's  waht t/p-t-o ' ^  ^ Su ch  were the th o u gh ts -  u tte r e d  o r unexpressed w hlxh were S t ir r e d  up in  t h le r  minds o f th e  p h a ris e e s  by the s h o tt  se n te n ce  "th y  s in s  a re  fo r g iv e n  th ee "Now_t.be f o r g iv in g  o f  s i n s / In  t h e sense fh a t  ^esus had, ju s t  udes i t —wa-s^^—d e fIn  1 1 e > t e e h n le a l  t h e o lo g ic a l  phpa-ife and meant som ething q u ite  d i f f e r e n t  from  what i s  meant



aNow th e  11 f o r g iv in g  o f  s in s  " In th e  sen se th a t  Uesus had *ju s t  used I t  was a d e f i n i t e  , t e c h n ic a l  th e o lo g ic a L  phraseand meant som ething q u ite  d i f f e r e n t  from  what happenswhen two p erson s have had a q u a r r e l and one has sin n ed  a g a in s ttne o th e r  and the^ p a rty  in ju r e d  flo rg lv e s  the o th e r .How o fte n  s a id  the a o o s t le  P e te r  to  Je s u s  once sah must I  f o r g i vmuYNEIGHBOUR ) seven tim es ? "S e v e n ty  tim es seven r e p lie d  them ^ s te r^ ^ h T t Je s u s  meant by s a y in g  to the p a r a ly t ic  Thy s in sape fo r g iv e n  "meant th a t  they had been w iped out -  a n n ih ila t e dThough your s in s  be as s c a r e l t  th ey s h a l l  be as w h ite  as snaow "That kind o f  fo r g iv e n e s s  which r e s t o r e s  th e  s o u l to  i t s  p r is t in ein n o cen ce o n ly  God can co n fe r  . J esus knew i t  andwhat Is  moretohe knew th a t  th e  P h a r is e e s  knew i t  -  a lth o u g h th e  o rd in a ry  f o l k  lip th e corwd -  fish erm en  ,w lne m erchants , t a ib r s  and th e l ik e  I t  had no su ch  profound s i g n l  la c n c e  .So In ci sen an when the shocked p h a ir s e e s  m uttered to  th em selves "o n ly  God can fo r g iv e  s in s  " th ey  were a b s o lu t e ly  r ig h t  .affid th e o n ly  wexcuse th a t  Je s u s  co u ld  have f o r  u s in g  tlie  words h im s e lf  would be I f  he were God h im s e lf  ; 'w h ich  in  f a c t  he wqs though th ey d id n ’ t  b e l ie v e  i t  .  On th e  o th er hand he wanted them -  and everybody to  b e l ie v e  I t  -b u t  , as I t  must be r e a d i ly  g ra n te d  , i t  is  n ot easy  to  b e lie v e  th a t  th e man s i t t i n g  n e x t  to  you is  God . But a t  any r a t e  *̂e wanted them andhe r e s t  -  i p a rt leu la r  ly  h is  d i s c ip le s  who were w ith  him - t o  a p p r e c ia te  the a sto u n d in g  f a c t  .Though th ey d id  n o t a d d re ss t h e i r  remarks d i r e c t l y  to  him esus was w e ll  aware what was g o in g  on t h e ir  c lo s e d  minds . D uring the l a s t  hundred y e a rs  b e fo r e  th e  coming o f  C h r s l t  th e re  had been n o t a few in d iv id u a ls  who had s e t  th em selves up as th e long aw aited  ^ e s s ia s . And they or anyone f o r  th a t manner co u ld  safy to  a n o th e r  Son thy s in s  a re  fo r g iv e n  th e s s  " -  any one occuld



c lla in  to  p o sse ss  such a powe¥ -  and no one would be any the w is e r  one way or the to e h r  .  The m aster problem in  th e  l i f e  o f  Je  
i  e su s was to  r e v e a l to  h i s  co n tem p o raries who he r e a l l y  was ijr

-  \—ita e v ery  human p e r s o n a lit y  th e r e  a re  depths th a t  a r e  n o t easy  tosound -  how much more so in  h is  srlxl&h whose p e r s o n a lity  th e rew|ere depths beyond dep ths re a ch in g  to  H is  i n f i n i t y  -  ju s tb ecau se he was ( or c la im e d  to  be ) God a s  w e ll  as man .fle knew th a t  the ih a r is e e s  p re se n t who had"comflrom every v i l l a g ejjn G a l i l l e  and a ls o  from Judea "h ad come w ith  the I n t e n t  to  t r i pHim up , b u t a e bore them no grudge . Indeed “ e was s o r r y  f o rtjo see  them sunk in  such an im p en etra b le  s e l f -  com placency ands |e lf  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t  Hat i t  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  t r u t h  thomaeasm incision in to  them -  b u t Ä e v e rth e  le s s  He would giveth em  aou/chance -  and th a t  ls v why he a c te d  as d id  in  the p rsen ce  of Ä se r the p a r y l i t i c  b e fo r e  him .f *0 " Je s u s  knew o f  th e se  s e c r e t  th o u gh ts o f  t h e ir s  ands a id  to the® op en ly  .Why do you reason th s u in  your h e a r ts  ?hy do you c h e r is h  th e se  wocked th o u gh ts ? T e l l  me w hichommand is  more l i g h t l y  g iv e n  ----- to  say to  th e  man s i c k  o fth e  p a ls y  Thy s in s  ar© fo r g iv e n  th e e  " or E ls e  up and w alkAnd now to  co n vin ve you th a t  th e  Son o f  A*an has power to  fo r g iv es in s  -  w h ile  H© i© 0n ©arth -h e r e  he s a id  to  the man w ith  the pp z d ls y  R is e  up , tak e  thy bed w ith  th ee and go home ""And he fcose up a t  once -  in  f u l l  s ig h t  o f them a l lto ok  h is  b ed d in g , and went home , g iv in g  p r a is e  to  God"A gasp o f asto n ish m en t went Thought the crowd -c e l ig h t e d  th a t  °e s u s  had n o t l e t  them down -  and th e mand hadfcleen cured a f t e r  a l l  .B u t  i t  was more than a s to jls h e m n t 5 s t
.l|atthew  t e l l s  us they wer e f l l l e d  w ith  awe -  and p r a is e d  god f o r  g i v i n f  su ch  pwers tp  men •"



No one -b e s id e s  A ser h im s e lf  -  had fo llo w e d  th e se  p ro ce e d in s w ith  more te n se  I n t e r e s t  than M ich a e l and h is  th re e  fr ie n d s  who were w a tch in g  from  th e  h o le  in  the r o o f .Thye h u r r ie d  down the o u ts id e  sto n e  s te p s  as f a s t  as they co u ld  to  meet t h e ir  f r ln e d  fo r  whom th e crowd -  by p r e s s in g  backwards made a lane f o r  him to  pass w ith  h is  r o l le d  up matferess . Many o f them c o n g r a tu la te d  him on h is  way out .J u b i l a n t l y  h is  fo u r f r ie n d s  g re e te d  him " I  n a n 't  p o s s ib ly  th ank you e llo w s enough f o r  w hatjhu have done f o r  mehe s a id  I  can only pray th a t  God w i l l  award you 'My w ifewon’ t b e ik e v e  i t  I  am sure ---- I t  was n ot long b e fo r e  theyrea ch es l a s e r ' s  house and g r e a t  was the fa m ily  r e j o i c i n g  ." I  am g o in g  a to n c e  to  th e Synagogue to  g iv e  th an sk  f o r  my cure "b u t a fte rw a rd s  we must have a c e le b r a t io n  , I  i n v i t e  you a l l  to  supper w ith  me tomorrow e v e n in g .On le a v in g  A aaers house M ic h a e l made h i s  way b a ck  to th e  house where the m ir a c le  had taken p la c e  and asked to  see thaxonKHKK . Esdeas rgw owner I  have come to  a p o lo g is e  he s a id  on b e in g  brought in  by a se rv a n t to  h i s  m aster f o r  ta k in g  su ch  l i b e r t i e s  w ith  yo u r r o o f ; and have come to  p t e v e ry th in g  to ord er a g a in  ""NotTHlr-a-tl " e e p lle d  E sadras th e r e  *s no harm doneand I  adm ir e  you in g e n io u s p e r s is te n c y  . I t  was a w on d erfu l
i t  an o th e r th ou gh t . I  have a lr e a d y  g iv e n  o rd ers to  two o f my men to  f i x  i t  .a n d  they a r e  a lre a d y  on the job  . I  am d e lig h te d  on accoui * “ * " od fo r tu n e  —  he is  a good man and a

<]U---i<jL
j  j - _____  f t  -fLjr*»

o c c a s io n  - q u i t e  h i s t o r i c  In  f a c t  . As f o r  th e ro o f d o n 't  g iv e

good fa t h e r  . I  have in v it e d  ^esus ans th re e  o f h is  d i s c ip le s  to  come to  d i in e r  n e x t i hursday !  ̂ am g o in g  to  a sk  A se r to come and I  sh o u ld  be honoured i f  you would jo in  u s .



I  shouId be more than d e lig h te d  r e p lie d  M ic h a e l . r i s i n g  tod e p ta r and making h is  salaam  ." O h  and one th in g  more ?s a id  E sd ras I  have a l i t t l e  fa v o u r  to  a s k  you -  r a th e r  af o o l i s h  one perhaps ; b u t I  would be g la d  I f  I  co u ld  have oneor th e  ropes th a t  were fa s te n d  to  the bed . j us t  as  ambmento o f t h is  o c c a sio n  "
As the th re e  d is c p le s  -  P e te r  Jam es and John -  madet j i e l r  way b ack  to  ^ e te r  s house where th3y were to  dine and

- *r e s t  the young John was s t r a n g e ly  s i l e n t  .  OjjHXKacxxfcheha wass t i l l  b ro o d in g over what had happened th a t  moning - - ^ w i i  fewu< [pAjLAxv2* ^ L  seen "e g u s work many m ir a c le s  b e fo r e  — bu t twoV -CaM*^iraew s s tu c k  In h is  j in d  .  0n e was th e  p h rase  Wwhlle he I s  on eae a r t h  The son o f Man has power -  wh i l e  He Is  on e a r th  ----what e x a c t ly  d id  ^e mean by th a t  .  And then th e re  was thee lx tra o rd in a ry  c la im  to  have the power to  fo r g iv e  s in s  .Ajs he m e d itated  upon t h is  new g lim p se  In o t the m ysterio u sd ep ths o f H is  ^ a s te r s  e r s o n a li t y  -  th e re  came to h is  mindwhat had happened on the f i r s t  day he had Jesus . J twas down by the Jo rd a n  ^ d " ’he hflad been b a p tis e d  by Johnth e dau b e o fr e  . W hile he was s ta n ld n g  t a lk in g  to  th e B a p o tls tIr—'nesus had p a ssed  by and Jo h n  p o in t in g  to  him had w4-■w'trEy §  tbLsM-oJt&> ( « cremarked . Tk-acs—gws^. th e  ^ m b o f ^rod who akes away th e  s ls n  o fth e w orld  "A s r ta n g e  th in g  bo say  o f  any one -  y e t  somehow oro th e r  I t  seemd to  l in k  up w#4h ■bfefcs* new c la im  wh-leh wasI n p l le d  by th e words Take courage son -th y  s ls n  a re  fo r g iv e  the_a.



THE PARaLiTIC AT Ca PHa RNEUM
LUKE V 18 , . .
gpgifry I t  chanced one day th a t  he was te a c h in g  ,and some P h a rle s e e aand te a c h e r s  o f th e  law were s i t t i n g  by , who had come fromevery v i l l a g e  in  G a l i le e  , and j J udaa and J ersu alem  , and th epower o f th e Lord was th e r e  to  g ra n t h e a lin g  . J u s t  then somemen brou gh t th e re  on a bed one who was p a ls ie d  ( p a l l e t  ) who,mthey t r ie d  to  c a r r y  in  and s e t  dwon in  Jesjss p resen ce .But f in d in g  no w ayof c a r r y in g  him in  becasue o f  the m u lt itu d e  ,they went up on th e h o u setop  and l e t  him down between the t i l e s  ,bed and a l l  , in to  th e  c le a r  sp ace in  fr o n o t  o f J e s u s . AndMan Ms e e in g  t h e ir  f a i t h  he s a id  Thy s in s  a re  fo r g iv e n  th eeWhereupon th e  s c f ib e s  and P h a r le s e e s  f e l l  to  re a so n in gthus Who can t h is  be th a t  he t a l k s  so b lasp h em o usly  ?Who canfo r g iv e  s in s  b u t God , and God o n ly ?u esus knew o f  th e se  s e c r e t  th o u gh ts  o f  th # rs and s a id  to  them o p e n ly . "Why do you reason  thus in  your h e a r ts  ? Which command i s  more l i g h t l y  g iv e n  — to  say Thy s in s  a re  o r g i-v e n  th ee or to  say R is e  up and w alk ?And now to  co n v in ce  you th a t  th e  Son o f  Man has power to  fo r g iv e  s in s  w h ile  he is  on e a r th  __ h ere  he spoke to  the p a ls ie d  man — I  t e l l  th ee  r is e  up , ta k etfyebed w ith  th e e  and go home MAnd he ro se up a t  once in  f u l l  s ig h t o f  them, to o k  h is  b e d d in g , and went home , g iv in g  p r a is e  to  God .A ston ish em n t came over them a l l  ,  and th ey p r a is e d  God , f u l l  o f  awe "We have seen s tr a n g e  th in g s  to -d a y  " th ey s a id



MATTHEW 9 X.............Son , ta k e  cou rage , thy s in s  a re  fo r g iv e n
r*,T"li f T f 11 rtWTufflfrYuri Tfr*< rn iA t r h h ls  many o f  th e  s c r ib e s  s a id  to  th em selves . He is  t a l k in g  b ia s  phemously . "Je s u s  read t h e ir  minds abd s a id  "Why do you c h e r is h

C^plAM^ <*X)■wicked, th o u gh ts in  your h e a r ts  . T e l l  me , w hich can Inland, ise tc  more l i g h t y l  g iv e n -  to  say to  amanThy s in s  are  fo r g iv e n  or tosya R is e  up and w alk  .And now to  c o n v ic e  y o u th a t th e  son o f man has aua u t h o r it y  (power )to  fo r g iv e  s in s  w h ile  he i s  on e a r th ----- hereh.e s oke to  the man w ith  th e  pas^.y - R is e  up , tak e  th eyb ed  w ith  th e e  a and. go home .A n f th e m u ltitu d e s  were f i l l s  w ith  awe a t  s e e in g  i t  , andp r a is e d  §od f o r  g iv in g  such powers to  men .
i s  more l i g h t l y  g iv e n  " - i n  the sen se  th a t  one who f a l s e l y  c la im sto  cure d is e a s e  w i l l ---- u n lik e  th e  p re te n d e r to  s p i t l t u a l  powers —........... -  ___________be exposed by f a i l u r e  .

.........A , ,

MiiRK I I  I . . .  Then a f t e r  some dasy he came to  Caphurneum a g a in  .
jxaaM.)ugl&MSI)£RvA&i>&Sjaz AAnd soon the word g o t round th a t  he was in  a house th e r e  , and such*-*-*«***i«*8aiSW*«b̂  ̂ ^ ■ *~'wa crowd th e re  g a th e r e d  th a t  th e r e  was no room l e f t  4ven in  f r o n t  og th e door and he preached th e  word to  them .And now they came to  b r in g  a p a ls ie d , man to  him , f o u r j g f  t  them ca rry  ng him o t once , and found th a t  they c o j l d  n o t b r in g  him c lo s e  t/^because o f  the m u titu d e  .S o  they s tr ip p e d  the t i l e s  f r om th e

■ m i nirriTro o f o v e r th e p la c e  where Je s u s  was , and made an opening , and th ey l e t  th e bed down on w hich the man la y  .And Je s u s  s e e in g  t h e ir  f a i t h  s a id  to  th e  s ic k  manSon th ey s in s  a r e  fo r g iv e n  .But th e re  were some o f th e s c r ib e s  s i t t i n g  th e re  who re a s  ned th u s in  t h e ir  minds . Why does he speak so ?He i s  t a l k in g  b rasphem ously



ig
%lie can f o r g lv  e s in s  but God and God o n ly  ?and now , to  co n v in ce  you th a t  th e  Son o f Man has a u t h o r it y  tof r o g i v s  s in s  w h ile  he i s  on ea rth-— her he spoke to  th e p a ls ie d  man -  ffI | e i l  t h e e , r i s e  up , take they bed -with th ee , and wstikx goIhome . And he a r o s e  up a t  once , and took h i s  bed and went o u tin  f u l l  s ig h t  o f them ; so th a t  a l l  were a s to n is h e d  and gave o r a is e  to God 5 they s a id  We n ever saw the l i k e  . Gr



k  ^ a r i s t  nun o f my acqua In tan o e ,* *  to  whoi* I  agi indebted f o rsome n o te s  o f a le c tu r e  by Dr M o n te sso ri on"THE G a n g ste rs  t o ld  me an in t e r s t in g  and s i g n i f ie '- a n t  in c id e n t  .S h e  had been te a c h in g  h er c la s s  of Ju n io r s  fo r  n e a r ly  a y ear on th e l in e s  in d ic a t e d  above . I t  happened on a day when th e re  was a v i s i t  from
dufcing th e co u rse  o f h is  q u e s tio n in g  »asked i f  anyone co u ld  r e p eat th e  "Woes "w hich Our Lord d ir e c te d  a g a in s t  the S c r ib e s  and p h a r is e e s  (Woe unto you , S c r ib e s  and P h a r is e e s  " e tc  . M a tt, c h a p te r  23 )But n o t one o f them co u ld  do so ;b u t  when , la t e r  on in  th e m o rn in g,h e  put the same questTon to  the Ju n io r s  a f o r e s t  o f hands went up .T he In s p e c to r  s e le c te d  one o f the c h i lr e n  a t  randon -  i t  happened to  be a g i r l  -and to  h iss u r p r is e  she poured out th e  "Woes '^one a f t e r  a n o th er^ w lth  su ch  em phasis and gen uin e f e e l i n g  th a t  i t  was q u ite  c le a r  th a t  she s tr o n g ly  approved o f Our Lord s t ir a d e  a g a in s t  "th o s e  h o r r id  o ld  P h a r is e e s  "

As the th e  D iv in e  Drama proceeds , s te p  by s te p  , towards i t s  d e s tin e d  c lim a x  the emnemy gangs c lo s e  in  l i k e  w olves around t h e ir  prey ,*„th e Sadducees , fo r  once , making common cau se w ith
law O giap h as^ w ith  c o ld  , d e l ib e r a t e  , re m o rse le ss d e te rm in a tio nth ey  p lo t  to  k i l l  0Ur Lord— on th e  p r in c ip le  th a t  " i t  is  exp e d ia n t th a t  one man sh o u ld  d ie  f o r  th e p e o p le  " .  ( I n c id e n t a l lyth e re  som ething m y sterio u s about th e  G -o so el's  b r i e f  commenton t h is  sta tem e n t by Annas -  "he b e in g  the H igh  P r ie s t  f o r  thel a t e r^ e a r iL ,som eth in g whifeft d is t a n t l y  rem inds one o f th e ^ D o ctrln e  o f  th e  i n f a l l i b i l i t y  o f the Pope )

th e P h a r is e e s  .L e d  by the e x -H ig h  d r i e s t  Annas and h i s  s o n - in -



&
The re c e n t r a is in g  o f Lazarus from  the grave has had such an e f f e c t  in  fa v o u r  o f ^ur Lord th a t  the SCRIBES AND P h a r is e e s  (have determ ined to  o u tjP a z a ru s  to  death a l s o  .We the je a lo u s yo f the r h a r is e e s  ton t h e ^ a lm  S u n d a y cp ro ce ssio n  ,as th ey  tr y  to" i . fs t i f l e  the s p o n ta n e o u s  p r a is e  o f th e  Hebrew chlldnr«»»d Our Lord  s comment th a t  i f  th ey were s i le n c e d  " even th e  v ery  sto n e s  would.cry  out p * v t t «>6« ¿ e ~There a re  many a s p e c ts  o f the f i n a l  /story o f th e- h e »a  O'** p* traya-L T r ia l s  , r a s s lo n  a n d £ fe a th  w hich have as p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  to  our g a n g s te r s  . To b e g in  w ith  th e re  is  th ef a c t  th a t  one of the gang has trained t r a i t o r  ,  and h as prom isedto  bejsray h is  ^eader in t o  th e enemies 1 h a n d s. Furtherm ore hehas a g fe e d  upon a s e c r e t  s ig n  -  the k is s  -  by w hich he w i l lrnyfo- s i n g l e  Him out from  th e  crowd o f h is  fo llo w e r s  . S e c r e ts ig n s  and emblems mean a l o t  to  th ese  y o u n g ste rs  a t  t h is  s ta g e( w itn e ss  a l l  the Boy S co u t badges ) . Most o f t h e ir  gangsin v e n t v a r io u s  s ig n s  and sym bols wftch a r e  to  be known <^l&ly toth e members o f the gang . O ther s y m n o lic a 1 a c t io n s  w hich comel a t e r  on in  the s to r y  a re  the re n d in g  o f h i s  garm ent by the H ighP r e is t  ^  as a s ig n  th a t  he i s  in  the p resen ce  o f blasphem y ,and th afe-itu al w ashing o f h is  hands by ^ o n tlo u s  P i l a t e  ,£ * d r{h e re  i s  an o th e r r Incident^w hen Our Lord - i n  answer to  th ed^lbclples* query as to  where th ey sh ould  make ready th e  ^ a s s o v e r , - J t esa y s  " J u s t  as you a re  e n te r in g  th e  c i t y  you w i l l  be met by aman c a r r  ln g  a ja r  o f w atert fo llo w  him to  th e  house where he is£0l nE Sna .0  on &  * 9 ™  * — . 7  *--- 0 S-Then tco fro m  tim e to  tim e we g e t G lim p ses o f th e  a r c h  -  enemy -S a ta n  th e  F a l le n  A n g e l who is  th e  rea l^rleader o f the bad gangs ^ p lan rain p ^ everythin g from  b eh in d  the scen es .—irh-e Lord sa to-£ Simon , Simon , b eh o ld  S a ta n  has cla im ed  power



over you a l l  ,  so th a t  he can s i f t  you l i k e  wheat , . . ° r  a g a in  "B u t now S a ta n  found H is way In to  the h e a r t  o f Ju d as " (Luke 22 *3) or "The m orsel g iv e n  , S a ta n  e n te re d  In to  him “ (John 15*2?)He , as  n ig h t  rt soon a s  he had r e c lo v e d  the m orsel want out t and I t  wee -  dark n ig h t  w ith o u t bu t darker s t i l l  w ith in  .The Q u e stio n  o f th e Use o f Force
S m ______________ _ _ _ _ _________ -As we have p o in te d  out once or tw ice  th ese  young g a n g s te r s  lo ve  a f i g h t  , a s tr a Ig h tfo w r d  v i s i b l e  f i g h t ,w i t h  thew hacklng o f h e a d s , or t j e  c la s h  o f swords Jb u t the deeper a s p e c t  o f th e s t r u g g le  between r ig h t  and wrong w hich goes on on the unseen s p i r i t u a l  p lan e - t h i s  i s  n o t so e v id e n t to  them .  They have more sympathy w ith  "© ter who drew b i s  sword In d e fe n ce  o f  °u r  Lord and a tta c k e d  the H igh P r i e s t ’ s s e r v a n t ( I t  must be ad m itted  n o t v ery  e f f e c t i v e l y  ,  w hich was perhaps due to  P a t e r ’ s la c k  o f e x n e re ln ce  w ith  such a weapon , and h is  e x cite m e n t and th e u n c e r ta in  l i g h t  from t h e ^ o e h «  ) In  th e same way they w oeia have «uch p r e fe r r e d  I t  i f  Our Lord had summoned H is Twelve , egIo n s oi A n g e ls  and had la d  a b ig  show-down In w hich b is  enem ies had been co m p le te lyput to  f l i g h t  »Then when one comes to  th a t  p a r t  o f the s to r ywhere th e  a lm o st u n b e lie v a b le  m a lic e  o f th e P h a r is e e s  makes thema c t u a l l y  r e v i l e  0Ur Lord In th e e x o tre m ity  o f h is  agony on th eC r o s s ,s a v in g  "Vah , Thou th a t  d e s tr o y e s t  th e tem ple and on th re edays does r e - b b u lld  I t  save Thy own s e l f  . I f  Thou be th e Don ofGod , come down from  th e  C ro ss  2 2and we s i l l  b e l lv e  i tI  would wasretr th a t  n in e  out o f ten  of our g a n g s te r s  , I f  asked ,done so .would aay th a t  th a t  they w ished Our lo rd h ad  donee “ i t  would have heen one In the eye fo r  th o se  r o tte n  o ld  P h a r is e e sAnd when you t e l l  them th a t  w ith o u t any doubt a e co u ld  have co come down a t  any moment In th o se  th re e  ours ^  hung on th e  C ro ss



- 3 - < s > * * * *  ^ g | p i u  \over you a l l  , so th a t  he can s i f t  you l ik e  wheat . . . O r  a g a in"B ut now S a ta n  fou n d  H is way in t o  the h e a r t  o f Ju d as "(L u k e 22 :3 )  j__or*."The m o rsel g iv e n  , S a ta n  e n te re d  in to  him " ( Jo h n  I5 t2 7 )  *He , as soon as he had r e c ie v e d  the m orsel went out : and i t  was n ig h t  dark n ig h t  w ith o u t but d arker s t i l l  w ith in  .The Q u e stio n  o f th e Use of F o rce
As we h a v e / o o in te d  out once or tw ice  th ese  young g a n g s te r s  lo vea : * i f  .a f ig h t  , a stra igh tfo w rd  v is ib le  f ig h t  .w ith thewhacklng of heads, or t&p cla sh  of swords tf§ u t the deeper aspect of the stru g g le  be- tween r ig h t and wron^ which goes on̂  on the unseen s p ir it u a l  plane j • th is  is  not so evident to them . They have more sympathy with P e te r  who drew h is  sword in defence of ^ur Lord and attacked the High P r ie s t 's  servant( i t  must be admitted not very e f f e c t i v e l y ,, w hich was perhaps due to  P e t e r ’ s la c k  o f e x p e re in ce  w ith

“r  ijc=> tersuch a weapon , -&33Efc-h.ls excltem entjand^/ths u n c e r ta in  l i g h t  from to rc h e sth e Tir'pViac ) jjj  the same way they would have much p r e fe r r e d  i ti f  Our Lord had summoned H is Twelve e g lo n s o f A n g els  t and hadle d  a b ig  sh ow-down jin  w hich h is  enem ies had been c o m o le te ly  C*yusLiLeLrput to f l ig h t \ .3 i2 n  when one comes to th at part of the storywhere th e a lm o st u n b e lie v a b le  m a lic e  o f the P h a r is e e s  makes thema c t u a l l y  r e v i l e  0Ur Lord in  the e x p tre m ity  o f h is  agony on th e*C r o s s ,s a y in g  "Vah , Thou th a t  d e s tr o y e s t  the tem ple and yn th re edays does r e - b b u lld ^ it  save Thy own s e l f  . I f  Thou be th e  Son o f
\JGod , come down from  th e  C ro ss S-rfand we e i l l  b e l iv e  i t  •I  x-iould w agetr th a t  n in e  out o f ten  o f our g a n g s te r s  , i f  asked , would aay th a t th a t  they w ished Our lo rd n ad  a on s-a " i t  would have been one in  the eye fo r  th o se  r o tte n  o ld  P h a r is e e s  "And when you t e l l  them th a t  w ith o u t any doubt, He cou Id  have b e come down a t  any moment in  th o se  th re e  kjours ^e hung on th e  C ro ss
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n o t th e c r u e l  n a i l s  butand th a t  i t  was in  r e a l i t y ,o n l y  H is  own w i l l  th a t  kept Him/ sEJfc *th e r e jth e jr a r e  the^more a è to n is h e d  .T h is  g iv e s  ine the o p p o rtu n ltu  o f ppobing a l i t t l e  deeper in to  th e  unfahom able m ystery o f th e  Redem ption o f  the numan ra ce  . I t  -w-euId com ejas som ething o f a s u r p r is e  to  many o f them i f .  i f  they a re  t o ld  th a t  a t  th a t  n ary  moment Our Lord H im se lf was s u f f e r in g  to  redeem th o se v ery  sameVMUP h a r is e e s , and o th e r s , th a t^ r e v il^ « JH im  ;an d  th a t  t h e ir  r e f u s a l  to  a c c e n t th e g r a c e s  o f fe r e d  rendered th o se  s u f f e r in g seven g r e a t e r , C s ^ * * * * *  ~  % €***&*-*■  £ ***•  ^But a ctu a  l l y e v e n  from  our young G a n g ste r  s p o in t o f vlew —Our Lord d id  som ething even more e f f e c t i v e  than  coming down from  th e  C ro ss to  prove H is  D iv in i t y  .  He d id  much more l 
t&aSsz&bs&t He a c t u a l l y  d ie d  ,5333 was b u r ie d  , and ROSE AGAIN . And th e re  i s  a c e r t a in  p o e t ic  j u s t i c e  in  the f a c t  th a t  the P h a r is e e s  th em selves -  and in  s p it e  o f th em selves -h e lp  to  b e a r w itn e s s  to  th e f a c t  o f H is  r e s u r r e c t io n  , by s e t t in g  t h e ir  guard o f s o ld ie r s  (  w ith  P i l â t e s  P e rm issio n  } t o  w atch over th e



n o t th e  c r u e l  n a i l s  butand t h a t  I t  n a s In  r e a l i t y  o n ly  H is own w i l l  th a t  kep t Hint th e re  th e y a re  th e  more a è to n 1 shed *T h is g iv e s  ine the op p o rtu n I t u  o f p ro b in g  a l i t t l e  deeper in to  th e  unfahom able m ystery o f  th e  Redem ption o f  the ^uman race  .  I t  would come a® som ething o f a s u r p r is e  to  many o f them i f  I f  th ey a re  t o ld  th a t  a t  th a t  v e ry  moment Our Lord H im s e lf , was s u f f e r i n g  to  redeem th ose v ery  same P h a r is e e s  and o th e rs  th a t  r e v i le d  Him »and th a t  t h e ir  r e f u s a l  to  a c c e n t the g r a c e s  o f fe r e d  to  them rendered th o se  s u f f e r in g s  even g r e a t e r ,But a c t u a l l y  ,  even from  our young G a n g ste r  s p o in t o f view  Our Lord did  som ething even more e f f e c t i v e  than coming down from  th e  C ro ss to  prove Hi® D iv in it y  « He d id  much more than t h a t :  He a c t u a l l y  d ied  ,and was b u rle d  , and HOSE AGAIN ,  And th e re  I s  a c e r t a in  p o e t ic  j u s t i c e  in  the f a c t  th a t  th e P h a r is e e s  th em selves »  and in  s p it e  o f th em selves - h e lp  to  b e a r w itn e s s  to  th e  f a c t  o f H is  r e s u r r e c t io n  , by s e t t in g  t h e ir  guard o f  s o ld ie r s  ,  w ith  P i l â t e s  * e r m ls s lo n  ,t o  w atch over th e  tomb w hich th ey th em selves had s e a le d  »And w ith  the R e s u r r e c tio n  they now see th a t  -  from  the p o in t  o f virw  o f  the P h a ris e e s  th e w hole tr o u b le  now b e g in s  a l l  over a g a in  * and worse than ever » A f t e r  a l l  what can you do more t  os l ie n e e  a mand than to  t o r t u r e  him and put him to  d eath  ,  ?And t h is  they had done ,  And now h ere  were th e se  impudent d i s c ip le s  -  f i s h e r  en and the l i k e  -s a v in g  op enly in  th e  Temple th a t  t h e ir  le a d e r  had r la e b n  from  th e dead « T h is by i t s e l f  m ight n o t have m atterexd  so much b u t t  i s  F e t t e r  fe llo w  I t  seems h as worked a s t r ik i n g  m ir a c le  - i n  h e a lin g  a b eggar , who fo r y e a r s  used to  s i t  a t  th e  G ate  o f the Témoins b e g g in g  fo r  alms Quote h e re  from th e  A c ts  C a h p tI 4-12



men ...m . ;■.,.> -- .;■ ::S;;r .v p;.p v'r.vname have such people as you d o o «-th is ’* ' I n  r e p ly in g  Peterdoes not f l in c h  nor does he Tinea m atters, but h it s  out s tr a ig h tfro® the should re "Rulers of the p o ep lr, e ld ers o f fe r e e !  * l is t e nto  me . I f  i t  le  over k in d n e ss dorse to  .a c r ip p le  , and th e means b y  ’Which h e  h as been r e s to r e d  h e re  is  news f o r  you and f  or th e  w h o le  p eo p le  o f  I s r e a l  ,  l o u c r u f l i f l e d  Je s u s  C h r is t  , th e  N a z a r- ene ,  an d , (Jod ra 1 sed H l»  up from  %he de d : 11 .1 s through th a tname .th a t t h i s  man sta n d s b e fo r e  you- r e s to r e d ' * He la t h e  sto n e  r e je c t e d  by you ,  the b u ild e r s  , th a t  h a s become the c h i e f  sto n e  a t  th e  co rn er "T h is  was a l l  v e ry  em b arassln g  to  the Je w sIh  lo a d r e e -  ;l|o  wonder ( a s  I t  Luke goes on ) ’■th ey  c o u ld  f  ind no answer tomake , wit h  the._m n.w ho...had been h e a le d  .s ta n d in g  th e re  b e g ld e ^ th emI t  was indeed a p u z z lin g  s i t u a t i o n  fo r  the members o f  th e bad gang -  th ey  d id  r o t  know what to  do M so th eyo rd ered  th e d i s c ip le s  o u t o f th e  tm m  c o u n c il  chamber and c o n fe r r e d  t o g e th e r . What are. we to  do w ith  th e se  men ? they asked ,  I t  Is  commonly known am ongst a l l  the p eo p le  o f Je r u s a le m  th a t  a n o ta b le  m ir a c le  has been done by th e s e  means and we are: p ow erless tp-demy I t  .  But the n ews must n o t sp read  any f n r tfc h e r _ : we mu a t  d e te r  tkem from by th r e a ts "  from  p re a ch in g  to  anybody In t h i s  man’ s name agaSn . S So they c a l l e d  them In a g a in  , and warned them n ot to  u t t e r  aword o r g iv e  any te a c h in g  in the flame o f  Je s u s  lu t .  -these o b s t in a t e  and u n learn ed  u p s ta r ts  fro®  th e people -  fish erm en  and the l i k e  -  w i l t  g iv e  no such p ro m ise , *'I t  Is  Im p o ssib le  ” » th ey  t e l l  th e  c o u n c i l " f o r  os to  ¿ r e fr a in  fro®  sp e a k in g  o f  w hat we u have seen and hea rd .  '* (A c ts  IV ,' 20 )And so th e  w o n d erfu l and t h r i l l i n g  s to r y  goes on froms ta g e  to  s ta g s  round good and th e bad gangs a f t e r  round Min ths c e a s e le s s  between the ,We see ow th e  d s l c l p l e s  -  u n d eterre d



b yth e t h r e a ts  o f th é  S a dàu cea s |  used to  g a th e r  w ith  on® a cco rd  In Bolpra>n’ s ? o r o h ( a g a in  In the Terapie p r e c in c t s )  and 
how th è  peonie used to  b r in g  t h e ir  s i c k  f o lk s  In to  the s t r e e t s ,  and la y  th en down on beds and p a ít e t e  * in  th e  hop« th a t  even thé; shadow o f ^ e te r  ,  as  he passed by ,  m ight f a l l  «non one o f  them h e re  and th e re  , and so th ey would be h e a le d  o f  t h e ir  i n f i r m i t i e s  .T h is  was baa enough » b u t th e  cerem ent .« a s  sp re a p in g  o u ts id e  f e r u i- le m  -" fr o m  the n e ig h b o u rin g  c i t i e s  ,  to o  » the common p eople f lo c k e d  to  Je r u s a le m  , b r 'n g ln  g w ith  them th e 

s i c k  and th o se  i h a t  were tro u b le d  w’ th u n cle an  s p i r i t s  * and a l l  o o f them were cured ( a c t s  V f  -1(5-17O rn a li vender . ." t h - i s  roused th e  h lg h p r le s t  and th o se  th a t  th o u gh t w ith  him , t h a t 1 1 s the Sad d u c- -  « i s . , who f u l l  o f i n d i g n i t i on a r r e s te d  the a n o s t ie s  and sh u t them up in  th e  common C a l i g a c i  « > But In th e n ig h t  .■> an a n g e l ofth e  X^rd came and opened the r u le  on door sand le d  them out • " Bo he s a l  ,  “ and take your stand In the terapie jn re a c h  f u l l y  t o  the p e o p le  the message o f l i f e  “ Bo a t  h i s  word they went In to  the tem ple a t  dawn and began p re a ch in g  ,  (Ac^oV 17 -  21 )T h is le a d s  to  a n o th e r s t r i k i n g  and am using In c id e n t  .•^hat v e ry  morln g  t  th e High P r ie s t  and h is  fo llo w e r s  met and summoned th e councfclw lth a l l  the e ld e r s  o f th e ¿e w slsh  p e o p le  * C a n lt  you im agine I t  Î There th ey  a r e  ,  a l l  assem bled , ready and w a it in g  t a l l  th a t  I s  need now is  the p resen ce o f the p r is o n -  e rs  .A  m essenger Is ;  ¿d e sp a tch e d  to  th e  p riso n  house to  f e t c h  them .B u t  “ when thyy came to  fcfculook in  th e  p r is o n  , the o f f i c e r s  co u ld  n o t f in d  them th e re  } so they came b ack  and re p o rte d  t “we found th e  o r is o n  -b ou se loeked up w ith  a l l  c a r e  , and th e  guard s a t  t h é lr  p ò ste  b e fo r e  th e  door : b u t when we opened i t  th e re  was no one to  be found w ith in *



What a s itu a tio n  • And w hile everything in the co u n cil room isin confusion and everyone ta lk in g  together and a s h in g  '/•uestions to  fVnd out e x a c lty  wha t  has ha opened suddenly comes a messenger hofc-f.oot and b re a th le ss  w ith the stagg erin g  news that " the men you put in prison are standing in the temple a t  th is  very minute teaching the people there What a r id ic u lo u s  ant I p .clim ax fo r  th is  solemn conclave convened to  a i t  lri Judgement on t e prisoners Our gan gsters are d eligh ted  : i t  is  another blow in the s o la r  plexus fo r  the bad gahg and i t s  pround , pom'pous and s e lf-r ig h te o u s  leadresOne is  tempted tog go on fu rth e r  - - I t  Is  such a wonderf u l l  and dramatic story -  ju s t  a s  a story -and a l l  the more sobecause i t  i s  true
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Then ,  q u it e  u n e x p e cte d ly  ,  one f i n e  day th e Hr o tte n  old  P h a ris e e s  M g e t  bad news , w hich h i t s  them l i k e  a blow in the s o la r  p le x u s , Some o f  t h e ir  m inions b r in g  th e  fo llo w in g  re p o rt to  then? »Here comes a quote fro®  th e A c ts  od th e A p o s t le s  Cha p i 3 V e rse s  I  )— 12 )But th  s was n ot a l l  T h is  fish e rm a n  »  truned -  p reach er was a c t u a l ly  h a ra n g u in g  th e  c x s x x  e x c ite d  crowd in  the Temple p r e c in c t s  and he was not m in cin g m a tte rs  « T h is  man h as been cured n ot by pur own power » he to ld  tern » but through th e  power o f esua o f S a r a r e th  « who® you gave up , and aiowned " in  the p résenos o f  P i l a t e  ,  when P l i â t e s  v o ic e  was f o r  s e t t in g  Hi® fr e e  .  You disowned the h o ly  and J u s t  one and asked f o r  th e pardon o f a murd erer » w h it you kllteed th e  A uthor o f L i f e  ,  But God hada r a is e dHim up a g a in  fro® the dead »and we a re  h e r e r  to  b ea r w itn e s s  o f I t  *T h is  was to o much f o r  th e  Badduccees and P h a r is e e s  ; and they w aste no tim e ta k in g  a c t i o n „ " l e f o r e  ..they„had  ...fIn lsh ecl sn eak in g  TO THE CROWD THET WERE INTERRUPTED S I  T E CHIEF PRIESTS ? THE TEMPLE s u p e rin te n d e n ts  and the Sad u ccees .T h e se  in d ig n a tn a t  t h e ir  te a c h in g  th e  m u ltitu d e  and p r o c la im in g  the re s u r r  e t ion o f J e s u s  fro® th e #ead la id  hand on the® and put the® in  p r is o n  "And so th e  d ram atic c la s h  between th e  gangs b e g in s  a g a in  -  and t h i s  i s  meat and d rin k  to  our Ju n io r s  who fo llo w  th e new developm ents w ith th e  same eager in t e r e s t  »And th e re  I s  p le n ty  to  fo llo w  « Meanwhile ,  sa y s  th e  A c t  many o fth o s e  who had l is t e n e d  tot h e ir  p re a ch in g  had jo in e d  the b e l ie v e r s  ,  so  th a t  t h e ir  number had»now r  is e n  to f i v e  thousand menThey a re  a l l  agog to  know What happened n e x t ? h a t  happened nex W ell th e  n e x t day the two a o o a t le s  were taken out o f  p r is o n  and b ro u gh t b e fo r e  th e  c h ie f  Sadducees -Annas th e tough o ld  le a d e r  » and xsnsxs ^ alap h a s , lohnanand ,le x a u d e r  -  a l l  h i s  r s l a h i



Hot what ab out th e  guards ?  v?hat h a o p e n e d io  them ? T akin g up Matthews « co u n t where we have J u s t  lefifc o f f  ---**(To T y o ls tc a r r y  on a s  b e fo r e  Eijotn teerse H  t o  15)
Wuth u n co n ce aled  d e l ig h t  our young g a n g s te r s  fo llo w  t h is  nev? ft* tu rn  In th e  s to r y  ¿and fo o le w  t h is  new devolpinent u f .t h e  ■'struggle w ith  th e keen in t e r e s t  a s  b e fo r e  .  I t  .p o s a la  to  t h e ir  se n se  o f  J u s t in e  to  see the o ld  P h a r is e e s  g e t t in g  J o l t  a f t e r  J o l t  s e  one u nexp écted  even happens a f t e r  a n o th e r .  True to  our L o r d s  c h a r a c te r  Isa  t l b n | o f  them in  th e p a r a b le  o f  D iv e s and ja a a ru f. t h e y w ll l  n o t l e t  tmp&ipelves b e l ie v e  "e v e n  though o n e - s h o u ld  r e tu r n  fr o n  the g r a v e  ” »They a r e  d a te r a in e d  to  su p p ress t h i s  Im p o ssib le  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  d le < lu le t ln g .r u n o u r  o f th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f th e  man th ey tmemse ly e s  »aw dead and b u rle d  » I t  ought o p t t o  be v e ry  hard to  squash the;.w hole m atter -since., th e  d i s c ip l e s  w ith o u t t h e ir  le a d e r  a r e  l ik e  a bunch o f  sheep w ith o u t a shepherd .Pu t th en  came a n o th e r  M one In  t h e  eye f  or th e^ h a.rlseap  « T h e ir  s p ie s  must have to ld  them o f  the s tr a n g e  th in g s  th a t  to o k  p la c e  on th e  f i r s t  ^ e n te c o s t ( when th e  f l s r t  Novèna had been f in is h e d  .)o f  th e m ir a c le  o f  thecrov-d In wh*ch each man heard th e  s i c 'o t e ^  onekln^ in  u h e ir  own p a r t ic u la r  lan gu age — and a ls o  -  more Im portant from th e  P a h r l se e s  ' o o ln t  o f view th e b ab b i s in g  1 i t o  t h e  new group o f  ab ou t t h r e e  thousand s o u ls  on th e one day »But worse th in g s  ware to  fo U o w  ,  iteexfcelitaeEVXH&xthsxxacx**«* " ( T o  y y o ls t  — A nother quote -  s in g le  s p a c e ln g  .A c t s  3* v e r s e s  

1— 12 )
And f o l l o w 'n g  un t h is  m ir a c le  a d d re sse s  th e  crowd In  th e ip a c r e d  p r e c in c t s  Of th e  Temple i he b a ra hues the J ew lsh m u ltitu d e  ( many o f wbomw w epejm ongst th e  crowd t h a t  had shouted c r l c t f y  him c u u c lfy  Him le s s  th a n  a month b e fo r e  s a y lm g "  W h ile  you k i l l e d  th e  a u th o r o f l i f e  3dd has r a is e d  W1 »  up a g a in  from th e  deadend



In  her opening remarks M o n tesso ri p o l l e d  out how " in  thee a r ly  days o f the Ghurch the l a i t y  took a more a c t iv e  p a rt in  the ^ r e a t -‘-'rama o f the ^ ass than they do a t  p resent^  CT,irfjL_u ,-m <h 1 ■■ .W ith  the p a s s in g  o f l a t i n  In to  a dead lan guage , ''owevev-, th e d e t a ile d  know le d g e  o f the t e x t  and o f the r i t u a l  became more and more U n i t e d  to  the c le r g y  ¿ I n  t h is  way the Book o f the Mass became in  some r e s p e c ts  " a c lo s e d  book " .  But now thanks to  the modern l i t u r g i c a lmovement in a u g u ra te d  byPope B e n e d ict XV and c a r r ie d  on by h is  s u c c e s so rs  , the Book o f t  he iVja s s  has once more been "opened " t o  the people , and t r a n s la t io n s  o f th e  s a c fe d  t e x t  have been p rin te d  in  a l l  the v e r n a c u la r s  .
c h ild r e n  ; and the e d u c a tio n  problem^ w hich h as now a r is e n , ipiow to  make i t  a c c e s i i b l e  to  them in  a manner s u it a b le  to  t h e ir  I M t -  l im it a t lo n s  " . “fWhen one come3 to  a more d d e t a ile d  study o f M o n te s s o ri’ s mate r i a l  fo r  te a c h in g  the -^ass ones f in d s  a second reason fo r  c a llin g : i t  "th e  Opened B oiA  . In  anybook -  and ’ t h i s  a p p lie s  to th e O rd in ary  o f the Mass and the M is s a l g e n e r a lv  one can on ly  see two pages a t  a tim e , the ones fa c in g  each  o th e r #~fh.6 r e s t  o f the pages rema i n i »  " c lo s e d  " and out o f s ig h t  . In  t h is  m a te r ia l M o n te sso ri has h i t  upon the happy and o r i g i n a l  idea o f h a v in g  each o f th e p ray ers o f th e  MaSS p r in te d  on a s e p a r a te  card  . I n  t h is  way one is  a b le  to  spread, out a whole s e r ie s  o
a t  once . I n  t h is  way th e  Book o f th e  Mass become l i t e r a l l y  as w e ll  as  s y m b o lic a lly  " an opened book " .

/

ti Amonprs t those to  whom the book had been ^'opened " a re  the

R ISIN G  TO KNOW
(TO TYPIST -----from h ere  on to  t y p e - c r ip t  page th re e  (|p to (Jp  on page 4)Then t h is  jo in in g  paragrap h - )



He was s t i l lb r o o d i n g  deep ly over th e e v e n ts  o f the morning .M ir a c le s  he had seen Je s u s  work b e fo r e  -  m ir a lc e  In p le n t y -  and thisnewI t  was n o t th e  m ir a c le  as such w hich had made su ch  a deep Im pression  on him -  b u t ra th e r  th e a tte n d in g  c ircu m sta n ce s  .  There was one p h rase e s p e c ia l ly  w hich s tu c k  in  h is  mind : Je s u s  had s a id  — but to  co n v in ce  you th a t  th e son o f man , w h ile  he is  on e a r th ,»  has power etc' . .  "W h ile he is  on e a th  a s tr a n g e  th in g  to  say .I t  su g g e ste d  a tem porary s t a t e  o f th in g s  -  as one m ight say Wh i l e  I  was in  " e r l c h o I  s a ty e r  w ith  my u n cle  . The phrase c a r r ie d  jt-h i t  the most s l g n i f l a n t  and s u g g e s t iv e  o v erto n es -a s  though Je s u s  , t h e ir  b elo ved  fr ie n d  and M aster ,d id  n ot r e a l l y  b e lo n g  to  t h is  e a r th  , bu t -  as one m ight say -  was on lj' a tem porary v i s i t o rk°  ̂ have the powerThen th e r e  was the e x tr a o r d in a r y  c la im  to  be a b le  to  f o r g iv es in s  .T h a t was som ething new too .And as he m editated  th e se  newg lim p se s  in to  th e  m y sterio u s depths o f h is  M asters ^ e r s o n la it yJb h e  ho young Joh n  r e c a l le d  som ething th a t  had happened thev e ry  f i r s t  day tim e he had seen Je s y s  . I t  was down by the tv e rJo rd a n  in  th e  p ace where John had h im s e lf  b e e n 'b a p tis e d  th e  dayb e fo r e  by the famous new Prophet -  John the V a p t is t  to whom peoplewere f lo c k in g  by the hundreds . W h ils t  a l i t t l e  group o f themhad been s ta b d ln g  l i s t e n i n g  to  John  th e B a p t is t  Je s u s  had passedby .And as He d id  so th e  Jo vn  the B a p t is t  -  th e  F o re ru n n er -  hadp o ljh e d  him out w ith  h is  f in g e r  and s a id  Behold the Lamb o f Godwho ta k e th  away th e s in s  o f  the w orld  " . I t  was a s tr a n g e  th in g  tosay o f anyone -xjcsixanafitxiBtaixteatiixBfifcsniixxisjiitKXKiixadSHisfcxtix and hehad o fte n  pndered over i t  . But now i t  seemed somehow or otherto  l l n l  I t s e l f  up in  h is  mind w ith  t h is  hsw c la im  to  a s p e c ia lpower Im p lied  by the words Take cou rage , my son thy s in s  arefo r g iv e n  thee .



---- 13—d eserve "a s  the q u a r te tte  a s c o r te d  him home A se r remarked "My w ife  won’ t  b e l ie v e  i t  I  am su re  I "But she did and g r e a t  was th e r e jo ic i n g  in the A ser h ousehold  . A ft e r  a few m inutes A ser said." I  must go a t  once to  th e  synagogue and g iv e  thanks to  G-od f o r  my cu re -  but a fte rw a rd s  we s h a l l  have a c e le b r a t io n  . I  iHxiiaxyExxxaciixiHxhacxaxittHiiarxKikhxmKxijaisiarKHW xKxaiitMg The a f t e r  a h i r r le d  c o n s u lt a t io n  w ith  h is  w ife  he s a id  " I  i n v it e  you a l l  to come and have d in n er w ith  me tomorrow even in g "On le a v in g  A s e r 's  home , M ich a e l went s t r a ig h t  back toth e  house where th e m ir a c le  had taken p la c e  and asked thes e r v a n t a t  the e n tra n ce  i f  he co u ld  speak to  E sd ras th e  owner .On b e in g  brou gh t in  b e fo r e  the m aster o f  th e  hosue M ich a e l a t  once s a id  " S i r  , I  have come to  a p o lo g is e  f o r  ta k in g  such l i b e r t i e s  w ith  your r o o f : I  have come to  put e v e ry th in g  in ord er a g in  " "No need to  a p o lo g is e  a t  a l l  , I  a s s u r e  you r e p lie d  E sd ras w ith  a sm ile  :and I  must say I  a d n ire  your in g e n u ity  and p e r s is t e n c y . I t  was Indeed a w on d erfu l o c c a s io n  - q u it e  h i s t o r i c  in  f a c t  . As f o r  tth e ro o f do n o t g iv e  i t  a n o th e r thought . I  have a lr e a d y  g iv e n  ordersto  some o f my men to f i x  i t  : as you see he added lo o k in g  up they a re  a lr e a d y  on the job .1  am d e lig h te d  a t  A s e r 's  good fo r tu n e  -  he is  a good man and a good f a t h e r  .A s  i t  happens I  had in v it e d
je s u s  and th r e e  o f h is  d i s c ip le s  -  the ones th a t  were here to -d a y  -  to  have d in n e r w ith  me fcext Thursday . I  am go in g  to  a sk  A ser to  jo in  us and I  would be honored i f  you would make one o f the o a r ty
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