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N *n»w quite wetl they war« r«rt . The ttelft , nervous child 9
doubtful as to whehher t% would be right or wrong to answer
murauTed 71 will ask ay teacher m *
(Advance Montessrorl Method . laxtxg Part I p. t85 )

The general rule which the Sontessorl Teacher has to bear
in mind is that all the spontaneous notions of the children
which are useful and creative are to be encouraged - that la
of course so long as they fit Into and do not disturb the
social life of the Montessorl community . This is very far frow
«lowing ( as some mistaken people do ) the children to * do
anything they like * ; for the Dottoreesa says * Just as eaphat«*
l1sally "You should never be afraid to destroy what Is evil 1 it
is only the good that you must be afraid to destroy * But it
retires training , and observation and experience to be able to
distinguish in the spontaneous actions of the child those which
will grow into weede from those which will bear good fruit J Just
as i1t is only the distlagute experienced gardener who can wake

this distinction in very young plautts-
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