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CHAPTER t h r e e
THE PHARISEES SET A TRa P FOR JESUS

t  \The l i t t l e  group of  P h a r i s e e s  who had openly c r i t i c i s e d  £esus b e o fr e  the pople f o r  h a v in g  caused the h e a le d  b eg g ar  to b r e a k  the ^abbath by c a u s in g  him to  " ta k e  up h i s  bed and. w Ik  " was xxatKx»:«xsa went away dlscomiffeted - as we saw in the l a s t  c h a p te r  . To t h e i r  s u r p r i s e  J e s u s  had turned the t a b l e s  on them and they had gone away h a v ig  had the worst of  the encounter .But i n s t e a d t  o f  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  the t r u t h  was on thes i d e  o f  the Prophet from G a l i l e e  and a d m i t t i n g  the f o r c e  o f  h i sargument khayxhani the i n c i d e n t  had renedered them a l l  themore b i t t e r  a g a i n s t  him . T h le r  pr id e  had been m o r t a l l y  woundedacusi: f o r  he had made them " lo se  f a c e  “ b e f o r e  the common people  ,f o r  i t  was ©n the a d m ira t io n  of  the common people t h a t  theyWithout t h a t  they would be l i k e  punctured b a l l o o n s  fed  t h e i r  own p r id e  and s e l f  esteem .Having l e f t  the scene o f  t h e i r  d e f e a t  w ith  as much d i g n i t y  as  they c o u ld  muster t h e y d is c u s s e d  the s i t u a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  in one of  the corners  o f  the Court  of  the Viomen . f h e i r  common d e f e a t  had in a s o r t  o f  way bound them t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a s e l f  ap po inted committee , I t  was t h e i r  duty they a l l  agreed, to out t h i s  u p s t a r t  ^ arep en ter  p reacher in  h i s  p l a c e  and. in  p a r t i c u l a r  to  b r i n g  him i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  amongat he pe crowds t h a t  fo l lo w e d  him .T h le r  l a s t  attem pt to  confound him had , a f t e r  a l l  depended only  on th e  word o f  a s i n g l e  person , and he an ig n o r a t n  beggar . No one e l s e  had h e a r  0 eaua command the man to b r e a k  the Sa b b a th  .They must in  some way t r y  and. g et  ,e s u s  h i m s e l f  to  break  the Sabbath and t h a t  not  in a corner  but in some p l a c e  f o r  th e  whole world to see .



I  t h in k  s a id  Ebenezer -  a P h a r is e e  from G a l i l e e  -  th a t  our b e s t  p la n  would be to w a it  u n t i l  t h i s  ^esus goes bake to  G a l l e e J  . He i s  porbably only in Je r u s a le m  f o r  a few days on account f  o f  the ^ e a s t  ; but I  am c o n f id e n t  he w i l l  soon return  t o  Capharneum from where 1 he has come .But I  thought he came from N a z a re th  in t e r p o s e d  8a than a P h a s r i e s s  from Je r u s a le m  .So he does but he has aen l i v i n g  in '-'aphareum f o r  the p a s t  two or t h r e e  months : he has made i t  h i s  c e n t r e  o f  o p e r a t io n s  I  know f o r  t h a t  i s  whsre 1 come from . e p r e f e r s  i t  to  Naraeth .I  am not supr&sed put in  a t h i r d  member o f  th e  group . Did you hear what happened tow weeks ago in N a z a re th  .N© , s a i d  s e v e r a l  t e l l  us .W ell  a f t e r  an absence o f  some 12 weeks he retu rn ed  to the v l a  l l a g e  of N. where he had been brought up . 1  happened to oe there a t  the time s t a t i n g  w it h  a co u sin  of  mine .And what happened ?The poeple o f  N a z a r e th  of  cou rse  had heard roumours of  a l l  the u nu sal  h in g s  t h a t  J e s u s  had been doing in C and a l l  around t h a t  d i s c t r l c t  -  the many m lr a ^ e ls  he had Derfomred and so on ; and Tihey wondered ¿kackx i f  he wouldd© a n y t h i n f  unusual f o r  t h e i r  b e n e l f t  . ^ut  no in theore w i l d e s t  Im a g in a t io n s  cou ld  they hace dre mt o f  wha he a c t u l l a y  did d© .When i t  came to the Sabbath the Synagogue in  N a zareth  was f i l l e d  to o v e r f lo w in g  . F o r  everyone know t h a t  J e s u s  would a t t e n d  the Synagogue t h a t  days -  as had alwasy been h i s  wont when he l i v e d  t h e r e  . . Ne ¿na not d i s a p p o i n t  them , and as  theythronged in to f i n d  p l a c e s  they could  see J e s u s  s i t t i n g  not  f a r  from ths r a i s e d  d a is  where the speakers were asked to  stand .The f i r s t  p l a c e s  in the synaogues were always occupied by P h a r ie s s e s  who loved to  occupy p l a c e s  o f  p r i o r i t y



I t  was the custom a t  t h a t  time f o r  anyone who wished to c o n t r i b u t e  to  the  e x p o s i t i o n  of th e  S c r i p t u r e s  ; and i t  was a rran ge  by the synaogogue a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  °e s u s  should be g iv e n  achance to speak . I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  to see what &heir former fe l l o w  c i t i z e n  would say .I t  happened t h a t  day t h a t  the  book f o r  the re a d in g  o f  theS c r i p t u r e s  was the book o f  the propher I s a i a h  . The a t t e n d a n thanded i t  to  J e s u s  and he u n r o l l e d  the s c r o l l  ( f o r  t h e r e  wereno p r in t e d  books of  cou rse  a t  t h a t  time nor f o r  14 c e n t r i e s  l a t e r  )he began to  read from the s i x t y  f o u r t h  c h a c t e r  . I t  was500 years  b e f o r e  had f o r t o e l da passage in  which the Prophet f o r e t e l l s  the coming of  the long wished f o r  Messiah. , who was to s e t  uo a Jewish -kingdom and ru J.e the whole world .The s p i r i t  of  the Lord i s  upon me JJecause the Lord has a n o in te d  mee has s e n t  me to preach t o  the meek To Idea 1 the c o n t r i t e  of  h e a r t  To preach a ©lease to the c a p t i v e s  And d e l i v e r a n c e  to those who a r e  shut up -  To p r o c la im  the a c c e p t a b l e  year of  the Lord .When he had f i n i s h e d  read in the passage he r o l l e d  upthe book and retu rn ed  i t  to the a s s i s t a n t  and s a t  down -  aswas the cutome f o r  sp eakers  in the  E a s t  .Then q u i t e l y  and in  a c l e a r  v o ic e  but a v o i c e  o f  clama u t h r o l t y  he s a i d  T h is  day i s  t h i s  prophesy f u l f i l l e d  inyour ears " , I t  took the au dience  some time f o r  the immenseimport of th e se  words to s i n k  i n t o  t h e i r  minds . F o r  what i t  meantwas no l e s s  than t h i s  th a t  -  J e u s u s  -  whom they a l l  knewand had known f o r  some t h i r t y  y e a rs  -  he t e i r  v i l l a g e  ca rp e n te rc l a  imingwas th ere  and then b e o f r e  them c a l i n i n g  t o  be the Mreat M e s s i a i st h a t  a l l  the world had been w a i t i n g  f o r  f o r  a thousand years  or moreAbubbub o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  broke out a i l  over the synagogueevervo t a l k i n g  to h i s  neigh bou rs a tones . "  th e  sone of  ^arv and Jo s o e h  '<
I s  not  t h i s  man
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