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CHAPTER three

THE PHARISEES SET A TRaP FOR JESUS

t

The little group of Pharisees who had openly criticised fesus
beofre the pople for having caused the healed beggar to break
the ~abbath by causing him to "take up his bed and. w Ik " was
xxatKx»:«xsa went away dlscomiffeted - as we saw in the last
chapter . To their surprise Jesus had turned the tables on them
and they had gone away havig had the worst of the encounter

But insteadt of admitting that the truth was on the
side of the Prophet from Galilee and admitting the force of his
argument khayxhani the incident had renedered them all the
more bitter against him . Thler pride had been mortally wounded
as: for he had made them " lose face “ before the common people

for it was ©n the admiration of the common people that they
Without that they would be like punctured balloons

fed their own pride and self esteem

Having left the scene of their defeat with as much dignity
as they could muster theydiscussed the situation together in
one of the corners of the Court of the Viomen . fheir common
defeat had in a sort of way bound them together into a self
appointed committee , It was their duty they all agreed, to
out this upstart ~arepenter p reacher in his place and in
particular to bring him into disrepute amongat he pe crowds
that followed him .

Thler last attempt to confound him had , after all
depended only on the word of a single person , and he an ignoratn
beggar . No one else had hear Oeaua command the man to break
the Sabbath .They must in some way try and. get ,esus himself

to break the Sabbath and that not in a corner but in some place

for the whole world to see



I think said Ebenezer - a Pharisee from Galilee - that our best
plan would be to wait until this “esus goes bake to GalleelJ . He
is porbably only in Jerusalem for a few days on account f of the

Neast ; but | am confident he will soon return to Capharneum
from where 1 he has come .

But | thought he came from Nazareth interposed 8athan
a Phasriess from Jerusalem
So he does but he has aen living in ‘'-'‘aphareum for the
past two or three months : he has made it his centre of operations
I know for that is whsre 1 come from . e prefers it to Naraeth
I am not supr&sed put in a third member of the group . Did
you hear what happened tow weeks ago in Nazareth
N© , said several tell us
Well after an absence of some 12 weeks he returned to the
via llage of N. where he had been brought up .1 happened to oe
there at the time stating with a cousin of mine
And what happened ?
The poeple of Nazareth of course had heard roumours of all
the unusal hings that Jesus had been doing in C and all around
that disctrict - the many mlra”els he had Derfomred and so on ;
and Tihey wondered (kackx if he wouldd© anythinf unusual for their
benelft . ~ut no in theore wildest Imaginations could they hace
dre mt of wha he actullay did d© .
When it came to the Sabbath the Synagogue in Nazareth
was filled to overflowing .For everyone know that Jesus would
attend the Synagogue that days - as had alwasy been his wont
when he lived there . . Ne ¢na not disappoint them , and as they
thronged in to find places they could see Jesus sitting not far
from ths raised dais where the speakers were asked to stand
The first places in the synaogues were always occupied by Phariesses

who loved to occupy places of priority



It was the custom at that time for anyone who wished to contribute
to the exposition of the Scriptures ; and it was arrange by the
synaogogue authorities that °esus should be given achance to
speak .It would be interesting to see what &heir former fellow
citizen would say
It happened that day that the book for the reading of the
Scriptures was the book of the propher lIsaiah . The attendant
handed it to Jesus and he unrolled the scroll ( for there were
no printed books of course at that time nor for 14 centries later )
he began to read from the sixty fourth chacter .1t was
500 years before had fortoeld
a passage in which the Prophet foretells the coming of the long
wished for Messiah. , who was to set uo a Jewish -kingdom and ru lJe the
whole world
The spirit of the Lord is upon ne
Jlecause the Lord has anointed me
e has sent me to preach to the meek
To ldeal the contrite of heart
To preach a ©lease to the captives
And deliverance to those who are shut up -
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord
When he had finished readin the passage he rolled up
the book and returned it to the assistant and sat down - as
was the cutome for speakers in the East
Then quitely and in a clear voice but a voice of clam
authrolty he said This day is this prophesy fulfilled in

your ears ", ) ) )
It took the audience some time for the immense

import of these words to sink into their minds .For what it meant
was no less than this that - Jeusus - whom they all knew
and had known for some thirty years - he teir village carpenter

cla iming
was there and then beofre them calining to be the Mreat Messiais
that all the world had been waiting for for a thousand years or more

Abubbub of conversation broke out ail over the synagogue

evervo talking to his neighbours atones ." Is not this man
the sone of ”~arv and Josoeh XK
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