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MONTES S ORI NOT PRIMARILY A METHOD OP EDUCATION
I t  Is  the DISCOVERY OP THE REAL CHILDShe saw him — because he was spontaneous (not tr a n s fix e d  l ik e  b u t t e r f l le d )
So we get the TRAITS OF NORMALITY,___( F ir s t )  Mind is  always workingThat is  what makes a Montessori School goélan v i t a land o f course you see th is  t r a i t  a ls o  ou tside a Montessori School -  when ch ild ren  are spontaneous Mind always comparing -  by i t s  very n atu re .

'Composing and Recomposing " and com paring.enables. 
e l a m p l e sU'* (3 ) Out to lunch -  Jam t a r t .Mummy ‘'Must I  use the fo rk  -  or may I  h o ld  i t  by the wood^  Here Mr* Standing is  your tea fo r  your pipe(c) In the H a ll o f a b ig  Game Hunders 'house*¡/ Mummy may we go next door ? ""Whatever fo r  "?n i want to 80e th ® r e s t  o f the s ta g ."(d) A so rt o f Remorseless T.Mummy How o fte n  have I  to ld  you that those Tombersons are bad boys to  p lay  w ith ?Jo h n ie  " Y e s , but I*m a good boy fo r  them to play w ith



H  ' MONTES "OKI NOT PRIMARILY A METHOD OP EDUCATION„ _______________ CONTINUED.________________________ ___________(&1) "Daddy does the t id e  come in  on Sundays,,r(e) "Come and kia& Aunty " Mother”Why i what have I  done ?, Son
—SCHOOfc Teacher t e l l s  story o f Adam and Eve, w ithp ictu re s  and diagrams.Now what is  the moral o f a l l  th is  " .  Teaoher "Eat le s s  f r u i t  " .  C h ild ,

Stations ___or/being P o s it iv e ."What did  you learn  to-day " "That 5 and 4 don’ t make 7 .
(h) "John he a good boy ""What muan’ t I  do " ?( l )  Mother— Go u p sta irs  and see what Tom is  doingand t e l l  him not to |  "EVEN THEIR MISTAKES ARE SIGNIFICANT -  LOGICAL IN A WAY. (3) Twins in  a pram.Mummy , why c a n 't  we have a baby w ith a head a t  each end ? " ,To Policeman (Lost c h ild  a t flow er show).P lease have you seen 2 la d ie s  going about w ithout me ?,

WORE AND FATIGUE(1) "Can I  get up Mummy * i t s  so t ir in g  r e s t in g ."( S t . Augustine -  Love is  . a t  r e s t  u n t i l  I t  Is  awork " »The whole sto ry  o f the Redemption o f In thatsen ten ce).



LOVE OF REPETITION(m) Montessori a t  a Lecture*Teapot and cups l M ilkin g a cow."Now put i t  back and do i t  again  ] "
(n) GEOMETRY LESSON"Now Mary what have I  drawn ? "" I  don*t know Miss Browne but I t  looks l ik e  our Bathroom window J "
(o) a ccu r ate  presentatio nNot Abandonment . Mother " Go and wash" ,C h ild  " Where s h a ll  I  wash ? "Mother " In the bathroom o f course " . Ch ild  " Yes , but where on me " ,
(p) LIBER i,Y.You cannot choose u n t i l  you know.Very Modem School*(q) / D o l  alwa s have tp dp e x a ctly  as I  want to  " ?E ffo r t  is  e s s e n tia l .Loves d i f f i c u l t i e s .GRAMMAR.E on teasorl "Even i f  no p r a c t ic a l  use e t c . -But i t  can o f pr a c t ic a l  use 1SXSIr is h  M a g istra te ,Me d u s k y  Witness*S S tS le a  p ig  e t c .What do you do w ith a noun -  d e c lin e  it*What do you do w ith a very -  co n gratu late  i t  I .RELIGION.(r ) God blegg Daddy *  and dog and cats



(r) our new telephone Ho. la  Wooley 3651.
DEPTHS OF THEOLOGY.(a) a) The Ant and Sur"Not w ith the Got p art o f him " ,  b) Now I  w i l l  t e l l  you something ( egg spoon ) —I t  la  e a sie r  fo r  a camel .........................( A l l  o f V is  )

WORDS ORTHMighty Prophet,B lessedThou on whom those tru th s do r e s t ,Which we are takin g a l l  our l iv e s  to  f in d  In  darkness lo s t  -  In darkness o f



THE IHCAHMAiTUN Up' E M S
THE SENSITI VE----rSSfelOI) FOE— LSHGUArB-
L ast titan---- m s  P IS TIN fl-ERFA *Vr Jt£JS,XJiUTL itA 3» P,------ --

Sgl development----------------b4—Has- tp  -do- w ith th e  environment * e  -sp e cia l fouca-
------or search l i g h t  an snraa p a r tic u la r  a sp e ct o f the F n v t.<0 I t  f ix e s  1 fa c u lt y  or a d lsp o stlo n  o________ _d) I t  Is  an evanescent phenom non • -r—irrttr,-S P .f  or OrderHot ju s t  li& e  a House w ife  *T  l ik e  order In s§r home <f I t  Is  a (Separate need o f l i f ethe very ground we need f o r  w a lk in g  on ~How yotr f e e t  In -a n  Earthquake ♦I t  a f f e s t  t h e e h l l d f s whole bein g w lth d is tr e s sI t  Is  the b a s is  o f  a l l  t h a t  fo  1 lows-------  ■''  ̂ —- -—b u ild s  up on I t  —> l ik e  the Geographer mapmaker .  —M S L JH ita E a S iriVE PERIOD f c r  LAMG^OE

The f ir t h e r  we go back the more m ysterious I t  becomesWordsworth___  Our „bir t h  Is  but a s leep  and a fo r g e tt in gOur l l f e s  s ta r  the s t a r t h a t  r is e o ^ V lth u s  as had elsewhere i t s  s e e tt ln g  ~Ahd cometh from a fa r  .  * ,
rot In entire fo r g e tf lnes3 and not In utter nakedness Do we ownsBut t r j l l l n g  clouds fo  g lo ry  14 row God who Is  o u r tioipe.h e  my st ery o f b ir th —*** and so o f deathSunset and evening s ta r  And may there be no mo in ng of the bar When I  put out to  sea But such a t id e  as movfcng seelms asleep  Too f u l l  fo r  sound and foam when th at which dre from out the boundless deep



QUOTE FOR SECRET OF- CHILDHOOD P 34 Comparison w ith the In carn ation- h - a e p s -  i& something m y s t le a l in  f e e t d s a d h a t  t h e t i n l e t s  b^oy has a mental l i f e  In i t  , l t  might lead  us to  contemplatehe newborn in f  a t  In the same s p i r i t  as th a t in  which in re*lig io n  we contemplate the C h ild  jesús
AS THE INCARNATION CF A GOD TRÜIY PRESENT IN THE TINY BOOST . 

SO WE MIGHT IMAGINE IS  A HUMAN SOUL HIDDEN In  THE 
TpîDlR HELPLESS BQpÿ CF THE BABY -  a so u l alre ad y developed and 
se n s ib le  , a l b e i t  dumb .

___Nov? cornea th e  su rp rise  w jo cj  a t  once shows usa ) th o b r lllia n c e  o f K o n te sso ri’ 9 s c i e n t i f i c  ob servâtion ~- andb*  fchG ¿opth and c la lr t y  o f her th o o lo g iv a l knowledge through f a t l h  .ÏN - THE GOSPE? O F i i ^ - a  im ^ r if  ic e n t Prelude —.we In the b e g iln g  was the Word.. — the Lógoa H  lh a  Wowda w ith God and fe e  Word was God . . . ._^L_ A l l  fe  inga were mad© by him e t c . .___ 1 AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT aMPN'^T UB .
_J_________  THE INCARNAT ION CF THIW WORD. ________IT 13 NOT IN THE LEAST NECESSARY FOR YOU TO B2T.TKVE m  m m  TOa p p r e c ia t e  ĥat m@n tsbso  i s  r  in g  to i i :  clea r  ____________________This  Wor d the Logos , » »was u tte r ly  compl e te

i t
Inf i n i t e knowledge . . .  perf e c t  — t he Second perosn of thHoly T r in ity  — could not devleope and u n fo ;d  i t s  n otentla  t i t l e swas always in f in t e ly  complet e a â n d fln lt e l  p e rfe c tNCW IN A SENSE IT IS  QUITE TRUE TO 3ZY~THAT IN A CHILD THjs WORD. BECOMES BTJBSH but  in  a quite-d i f f e r ent-mean in g ~^ h fi word we mean LANGUAGE HE-POWER TO SPEAK ¿.HD EXPRESS ONES THOU ffilTS t ___________||____________________________________________________



COMPARISON BETWEEN UNGA0GE OF MEN AND ANIKAL3We go to  PERSIA_________________________________________________________________a j  OqreelVfNg« b) the Bay ana c ) the k it te n  *Hie kit t e n  s t i l l  in la  os d o e s n o t eh nge i t s  languageI f  a jo g  would bakk ( not in p arisan  5o r Chinesse )_________ ( Sory o f the In the RestaurantWhat Is  th is  meat ? M oo/C l took c lu ck  Baa baa nO Bow wowo | )WC.iN LEARN IT A LITTLE }) BUT WITH A REaT EFFORTIH£ CHILD AT THE END OF TWO YEARS WILL SPEAK PERSIAN OR C I- E SE OR ITALIAN OR FREENCH .
H s l  is  a very strange th in g  ( i f  we lo o k  in to  i t  .LANGrUri. GE IS  LIKE A WALL -  shuts in the group_____  keeps o at the o th ers ._________________________________BUT IT IS  ABSORBED AT THIS AGE S I MPLY BY LIVING-LONTES 'ORI B GREST--OOK--------THE ABSORBENT Hl ND MHIE ANIMAL "MB' ALSO THE MOVEMENT OF THE' SPEC

___- MQ-JLTHAIL T E il ITS OWN EGO____________________THE SOULD PERMEATES INFUSES ITSEIF INTO THE

- c o m p l e t e  yy ? m  c m c z m ^  th s- c o lt  ?  c a l f  etcBut "the c h ild  how d iffe r e n t
ABSORBENT HIND-----PAGE 409IT  HAS TO OREATE-XTS OF- EXPRESSION

THE LANGUAGE TOO IS  NOT A MATTER C¥ INSTINCT BUT ADAPTATION TO A SOCIAL WORLD



- 4 -why the ^aby* s head os so bog !( diagram ÏBefore i t  can move I t  has to  « öb» * * * * *  ******  to  a  la r g t  degree — — Takes in  the w orld around I t  auboans l ou sly  .
To come back to  Langau geSECRET F CH Ir£>HOOD P.34”Khat e x is ts  i s  a n red lsp o stlo n  * * * •34- .à d 35To 39 , 40 to  41 ¿ne th ir d  ) th«i45 •

FROM ABSORBENT MlHB . THIS W0NDERFILMIS1C p 174
NATURE THE MOST WONDERFU TEACHERI)  the sounds a f ix e d  'n  the subconalousca not see I t sounds l ik e  le t t e r s  guguBaby ^hngau e tu tu2) The s y lla b le s

3 ) then wordsthe baby f ix e s  the sounds then the s y lla b le s( eren b e fo re  th a t w ordless movements )4) Names come f i r s t  
Adjectivesconjunct "oha ahd oaverbe verbs In th e  In f I n t i  iv e  conjug® fctoft Qt f w w  declen sion  of nouns p re fix e s  s u ff ix e s  syntax and exceptions .



memtal development in  in f a n c y /if

G reat improvement In In fa n t Hygene - —-I t  is  wfcde spread and g e n e rlly  known .TfcjBUT there fe a b ig  f i e l d  of development s t i l l  unknovj and unoared fo r  . -—-M ental development from B ir th  • UP TILL HOW the c h ild  as a l i t t l e  anim al ( needs ) or a p lan t (Kindergarten )BUT HE IS AH INTELLIGENT B ING f  rom the s ta r t  .  Consider the SOUL fo r  a few momwnts.( not from a th e o lo g ic a l p o in t of view - p sy ch o lo g ica l ) SOUL IS AN IMMA ERIAL THING , — a s p ir it u a l  th in g  .
S p i r i t  — and m atter . { ’’What is  mind ? e tc  l i  )Mat t e r  extanden ,  occupies spans , has weight and other p ro p erties .c a n  be d iv id ed  -can d ia l te g ra te  , and eourrpt •SPIRIT has no exten lon  » does not occup y space ,1 sIm m aterial ,b as not p a rts  ,  Is  In d e s tru c tib le  ,S EE THE DIAGRAM S p e c ia l p o sitio n  o f MAH in the U TV R l - ,Tw o-fold nature *{ Remeber the E xercises o f P r a c t ic a l  L ife  The P rogressive In carn ation  o f man ) the SOUL IS THERE FROM THE START . (P o te n tia l 5 ARISTOTLE MAN A RATIONAL ANXMLA THE GREAT POWER OF REASON .SHAKESPEARE * . , THE BEAST THAT LACKS DISCOURSE OF what a p iece  of work Is  man *' ov noble in  reason ,In apprehension how l ik e  a god ? the paragon o f  anímalo .Reason and the s p r ltu a l soul go togeth er .Why ? and How ?THE POWER TO MAKE ABTEAOT IDEAS -  Universa Is  , the t ffe r s n c e  eg* a cup ,I -  the cup , 2) the S m g s x , sen sation  , 3) the 1 m a g e------and f i n a l ly  the IDE» a"»l cups . f h e  b a sis  o f the sy llo gism



mThe sy llo g ism  *Major premiss A l l  b ird s  hav© fe a th e rs  The arch aeo p terix  has fe a th e rs  ergo %© A reh aeopterlsx  Is  a b ir d  #A b stra ct Ideas a l l  ,  b ir d  fe a th e rs  e tc  .
The c h ildTHE CHILD 18 BORN WITHOUT ASS' IDEAS ( in  s p ite  o f P la to  — innate Ideas # knowledhe Is  a crrae®- b erln g ) THE CHILD HAS TO BUILD UP HIS IDEAS *AT FIRST A BIG BOOMING BUZZING CHAOS CQNFUSTIOb . HOW DOES IT BUILD UP ITS IDEAS . * ,

By the power of a b s tra c tio n  which Is  has from i t s  b ir thWHEN DOES IT BEGIN ? ANSWER RIGHT FROM ITS BIRTH .From these g e n e r a lit ie s  to something d e f in it e  and concrteREAD THE EXTRACTS AT THIS POINT ( PMDU35X p4?-48)( the other daddy )Very remarkable —►»Let us eondslder I t  from d if fe r e n t  angles .1 ) Remarkable l n l t s e l f  as a sign o f mental a c t iv i t y  In so younga c h ild  #2 ) Yes # but -«* Power o f O bservation — to  see -  see deeply
3) P atien ce to help  the c h ild  *« 20 times — time and pat loneand in te r e s t  and sy mpathy *4) The la s t  phrase!* la b o rio u s ly  catalogued out o f CHAOS*THE GREEKS AND CHAOS .Warding elementsB ib le  9 w ithout form and v o id  ”The t T 0 cre a tio n s s MACROCOSM AND MICROCOSM ,



-  f |So i t  is  tilth  e a b h  in d iv id u a l A now c re a tio n  -»»a new worldin f a c t  two new worlds —* w ith in  and w ithout . we can trace  a ce rta in  s im ila r it y  In  the process THE CHILD’ S ENORMOUS TASK Prof James 51 a b ig  buzzing booing co n fu stlo n  **To so rt th in gs outAn © orraous j i g  saw p uzzle  . . . . . s a k e  the p arts f i t  •A work o f the in te llig e n c e  When does i t  begin  ?R ight from the s t a r t  ( see extra t  }When does I t  f in is h  • Never s t i l l  going on *HOW DO WKNOW IT IS  GOING ON ?In cid e n ts  and remarks give  us '* a peep in to  the works 11 This s o rtin g  and ca ta lg o u ln g  th in gs out .In id ca te  the mind is  alwyas working .Examples. 1} The other daddy ?2) % ra  is  th e tea f o r  your pipe «3) Do I  h o ld  i t  by the wood4) I  want to go next door ? ( whatever fo r  e t c . )
3) ” Mummy » why can’ t  w© have a baby 1th a head a teach end ?6}Very w e ll ,  have I t  your own way IT IS  A HEN f  MEW IDEAS Secret o f Childhood p^I25THE PARTS OF THIS JIG  SAW PUZZLE S PACE “ Have i t  ”Tony come itn o  my garden "-SI.F .AID NOT SEIFiwiftw th a t I  am I



drips h is  to© —» h is  own body 
The study o f th© hand ( read )

LI © a dog or chimpanzee —  ~ nomes gradually

quote -^ennyson p. 95,

l i M  very vage Ideas» ...h a v e  t;e had dinner ?

*ony . . .  -esterday and tomorrow 

When did ^radnpa go away 1v-tien are you going to  see the c irc u s  ?Macbeth " " « A  a l l  uour yesterdays d l l ig h t  the way fo  dusty a eat *À v ery  in t e r e s t in g  f o i ?AS. WITH EE MACROCOSM , THE ROUGH DIVISIONS FIRST
Examn 1 enNUafcer- How many cakes ?Colour Vshat colou r Is  th a t rug ?In s ig n if ic a n t  — the genius sees I t  . . .Shows Spontaneous rough c la o s if le a c t io nAs in  tils beginning o f the world .L igh t and ^arkness * Sea and sky ? Land and water"ftie the f in e r  d e ta ils  •*» anim als and p-ants .S tk ^ T Y  Even we say Did I  dre© th a t ?A c h ild  very confusing ? and f r i  htening 

"u~my m m y  I  dreamt I  swallowed m yself - — have I  *?Im agination and ^oul.itvRe should be c a r e fu l not to m S to r ie s  o f o fre s  # and dragonsak© i t  more » w itches a d i f f i c u l t  nd ghostsHas uo unlo a m  what he r e I s ly  b e lie v e s  Read from Kontes e o ir  s Î-B 
P .3  > 4 »and 3QUOTATIONS TO SED I3Bp I I  bottome *■ •* • *
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