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" THE YOUNG EXPLORER ”

During the past twenty years there has been a
wlde~sprejf improvement in the bodily care of babies and
young children with the result that in matters of food *
clothing , nursery furniture and so on better hygenlc con-
ditions prevail in hundreds of thousands of homes . This is
undoubtedly a matter for congratulation ; yet it is only
the first step s thero is a more Important one to follow.
Vhat is needed now is a similar awakening with regard to
what one might call the Mental Bygene of the Child .

For after all the Infant is much more than a young
animal . We can say of him what Hamlet says of mankind in
general : * “What is man

If the chief good and market of his time

Is but to sleep and feed?- a beast,no more .

Sure#He that made us with such large discourse |,

Looking before and after , gave us not

That capability and god-like reason

To fust in us unused ."

From the very beginning the baby comes into the world
at least potentially endowed with that capable and god”like
faculty which distinguishes mam from the lesser creation
And although for the first weeks it seems dormant it soon
awakes and becomes active - much sooner than most adults
imagine . Indeed it is scarcely an exaggeration to say that

the child becomes a philosopher before he can talk and an

explorer before he can walk .
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That luminous faculty , the human Intellect , works
continuously and spontaneously » as do the flue senses
which minister to ~»supplying it with the raw material
it needs for its immaterial creations . But the workings
of the Child*s mind are not easy to discern because hg_
lacks tha instrument of expression”™, . We are so apt to
think that because the baby is so small * so helpless ,
and says nothing that he has no mental life . Why many
adult persons find it hard enough to express their thoughts
when they hare language : how much harder must it be for
one to whom this instrument is denied = We have in fact in
the baby an immortal soul of Infinite potentialities linked
tied down to a few pounds of unco-ordlinated matter - In-
completely incarnated " as Dr. Montessori puts it , and
therefore lacking adequate means of expression . But the
poet speaks more truly when he apostrophises the small thinker
child in these words :

"Thou , whose experlor semblance doth belie
thy soul*s immensity

For a thinker he really le - met be If you conelder the »at*
ter carefully . Let the reader oospare the mental horiaon of
a child of three with that of the new-born Infant and be will
realise the truly stupendous take which has been aeeoapliehed
practically unaided , by the childji Intellect In that tlww .
It require, a dl.tInct .cental effort on our part to realise

do this : but It le well worth the trouble
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us try and picture to ourselves the task which confronts

the mind of the new-born infant < Prom the security and
stillness of Its pre-natal environment it finds itself sud-
denly plunged , weak and helpless , into a new and strange
world , It has no ideas of Space or Time , of colour or form
of Cause and Effect * In fact it has no ideas of any kind , for
ideas have to be built up on a basis of sense impressions and
its senses have only just begun to operate . This world is
so new to it e the objects in it so strange and mystifying
that there Is nothing there it can recognise , not even its
own self . As Prof. James well said , Its universe is nothing
but a big , buzzing, booming confusion . Out of this bewild-
ering chaos of Impressions which pour in ceaselessly upon it
through all its senses at once this tiny philosopher has to
build up for himself an orderly world - two worlds in fact |,
one within and one without . The world in which he finds him-
self is to him like am jig-saw puzzle with thousands of parts
all of which are jumbled together in complete disorder - hlg-
gedly “plggeldy , anyhow } and it is the business of his mind
to fit them together in an orderly pattern < It is no light
rask .

I#et us conilder a little more in detail some of the
elements of this cosmic jig-saw puzzle . He is totally ignor-
ant of the spatial position of things * their sizes and their

relationships one to another . A baby a few months old will
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pvt out its hands to ;rasp the moon . Some one said to a boy
who was at least old enough to sit at table " Take care or
you will fall Into your mug " , and for weeks after he would
not drink fooa that same mug . A child of two and a half wish
ed to exchange shoes with a grown-up man , and saw nothing pre
posterous in the suggestion ® and only the attempt to carry
out the idea convinced him of its impossibility .Watoh any
child of three occupied with the Montessori cylinders and you
will realise that its Intenses and Joyful concentration results
from a growing sense of power in being able to recognise and
compare the various sizes of things .

Time , and its divisions , is no less a mystery to the
growing child , as Space , This capacity of * looking before
and after " is a human attribute » but it requires practice
and expedience . One young friend of mine { aged two ) defln
-ed everything that happened in the Past ae happening "last
night * whether it occured yesterday or two months ago .
Similarly all future events were going to happen "tomorrow" .
It was a start at any rate , and the finer divisions would
follow . For that is the way the mind works in that creation
of the inner world - just as in the account of the Creation
in the Bible the rough divisions came first - land and sea
for instance - before the finer creations as animals and man.

The Intellect is like a light , and like a light at
its coming reveals fora , limitation , distinction where all

was confused and formless in the dark . And so as the child*s
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experience widens It makes distinctions where formerly there
was none = One of the most important of these is the distint-
ion between the Self and the Hot'Self *
"The baby new to earth and sky »
What time his tender palm is prest
Against the circle of the breast ,
Has never thought that 'this is X *

But as he grows he gathers much ,
And learns the use of ’I" and taet
pnd Gther than the things X toudh. * "
Then | too , the child must learn to distinguish between
things real and things imaginary!? . His experience of reality
Is so limited that - as <KK.Chesterton observes - he will as
easily believe it if he is told there is a dragon round the
comer as a dragoon * Sometimes too the memory of his dreams
confuses him and he has to learn to separate such experelencee
from thos of waking life
The more we consider the matter the more we realise
that he Is puzzled and mystified by a thousand and ons facts
of daily life which we take for granted and give never a
thought . Take for instance the I*Yaw of Cause and Effect .
**Be careful * , said a foll&sh adult onee to a little boy » or
you may fall up that chimney * ; and for a long time the
little fellow was afraid to go near it *
And as if these all these and many more such problems
were not enough to occupy his energies the child is grappling

at the same time with the whole problem of language and

the acquisition of speech
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The intellect 1» like a light : and as a light at its
coming reveals forms , limitations , distinctions where
before all was formless and confused , so = as experience
widens - the child's mind makes distinctions where formerly
there was none . One of the most important of these is the
gradual differentiation between the Self and the Hot**self.

"The baby new to earth and sky t
What time his tender palm is prest
Against the circle of the breast »
Has newer thought that 'this is | *
But as he grows he gathers much »
And learns the use of 'I* and 'me*
And finds * | mi not what X see »
And other than the things X touch *"

Then , too » the child has to klearn to distinguish
between things real and things imaginary < His experience Is
so limited that - as 0.K,Chesterton observes - he will just
as readily believe you if you tell him there Is a dragon
round the comer , as a dragoon . Sometimes the memory of his
dreams confuses him , and he has to learn to separate such
experiences from those of his waking life

The simplest laws of nature are unknown to him , even
the law of Gravity ."Look out , young man'said a thoughtless
uncle to a boy of two ,"or you may fall up that chimney tt, For
a long time the little fellow ms afraid to go near It though
there ms no fire In It

And as If all these and many other similar problems

were not enough to occupy the child s mental energies during

these first three years he has to grapple at the same time



with the problem of language and the acquisition of speech .
In addition to this he has another big undertaking on hand
which occupies him daily - that is the effort to make of his
body and ever more efficient Instrument of his mind - to
co-ordinate his whole muscular system under the dlrection of
his will

That the ehlld of three , after measuring itself against
these colossal tasks comes out of It fresh and smiling is -
could we read it aright - the clearest proof of the tremendous
spntaneous power of the human Intellect . The child Is not
overcame by these mental labours because he undertakes them
in the Joyous spirit of an explorer .

Every child is a bom explorer « From the first moment
that he opens his eyes they are wide with wonder * Things
which are commonplace to us fill him with an exstasy of sur-
prise and fascination . He is like a savage brought suddenly
to a civilised country who sees at every turn strange and
unfamiliar objects and eustcWs . Indeed the ordinary things
of life so fill him with wonder that he does not know the

meaning of the word “extraordinary " ¢ If a conjuror produces
a rabbit out of a top hat the child of two is in no way abash
- ed by this feat « For all he knows such may be the natural
habitlat of the animal . On the other hand this beautiful *

new v furry creature , with its long ears and wobbling nose ,

Is far more wonderful to him than the conjuror's skill ,which
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Is lost on him . CLK*Chesterton remarks somewhere that the
sentenoe " He opened the door and peeped fearfully Into the
passage n sounds intriguing to a hoy of ten e But the sent**
enoe “he opjiened the door “ suffices for the child of two .
To open and shut a door is for him a new and joyful accomp-
lishment in Itself s Indeed he may do it ten or twenty times
running just for the fun of it *

Or again we may compare the small child to an explor

- er setting forth in a small boat on an infinite and unknown

ocean ” hie business everything and hie intent everywhere i*

His barque has five sails - the five senses - and the captain
Is the intellect s but the latter is without training , and
he has not even a chart to go by =

Watch carefully any child of three and you will
realise how much of the day he spends in experimenting $
testing t comparing , exploring . The smallest and most in-
significant things are of interest to him - a piece of wood
that floats on the water » water Itself » a pebble # a shell
a beetle ( “Alexander "I ) , a scrap of coloured paper , and
so on indefinitely . Touching » handling , moving » arranging
re** arranging , dissecting , opening , shutting , collect!«
comparing , these little scientists are unceasing prying b
Into everything " as If they were God*s spies 9 . To them

every passage is a secret passage $ every walk an adventure $

every ride in the pram a South Sea Voyage of Discovery *
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Seen rightly each child is a tiny Columbus setting forjith
to discover new worlds * ' voyaging forerl*; through strange
seas of though $alone * ; each is a miniature Ulysses , to
whoa - as to that great prototype in the childhood of the
race- ” all experience is an arch wherethro’

Gleams that untravelled land whose aargln fades

For ever as he moves

It is Just this sense of wonder welling up from the

clear ynfathomed eyes of childhood which gives that period
so much of its attraction and charm 1 for wonder * is like
a stream of fresh water flowing over the surface of the
soul , and is , as Plato tells us , the beginning of Philo
sophy .Happy is that man who * growing older , never loses

It $for * wondering he shall reach the kingdom «

Confronted with this indefatigable zeal for ex-

ploration in the growing child our duty as adults is clear.
First we must train ourselves to recognise it under Its

many manifestations ( even before the child can walk or

talk ) and having found it to respect and encourage It in
every possible way . We must be on our guard against sup-
pressing it through misunderstanding,or lack of patience |,

or a too Jealous regard for our material possessions . We
shall think twice before we say to a child * dirty! wif we
find it feeling a roughened part of the pavement and comparing

it with the smooth * or call it bad mannered because it has



bean fingering the velvety texture of a stranger.;s drees ;
and - forgetting our dignity and importance - we >shaII re-
pent its wishes and wait on its pleasure for a while when
It pauses on a walk to examine a snail or a tiny rlvulast
left by the rain = Above all we shall cease forever crying
out "Don t touch * "Don’t meddle * for by so .doing we are
fighting against the very urge of Life Itself in Its highest
fora . If there are things those little fingers must not
touch then - in removing them - we shall substitue something
else as Interesting

Secondly It is our duty , as the child grows older,

to provide him with a "prepared environment " of such a
nature that this young explorer can continue his investig-
ations on ever higher planes . The Montessori or Individual
Vork Kindergarten is Just such a carefully thought out "pre-
pared environment ” : and we shall find - given this and a
well-trained Directress - that this same spontaneous intel-
lectual energy,which has accomplished so much in the child’s
first three years , will be sufficient to carry him , still
spontaneously , along those * prepared paths of discovery *
which lead to Reading , Writing , Arithmetic and in gen-
eral to the foundations of Culture * And all this , and more
he will Joyfully accomplish ( given the right conditions }

without hop© of reward or fear of punishment or any other

motive beyond the satisfaction of his intellectual hunger .
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Ivery normal child is indeed a veritable Ulysses in
ministore . He*cannot rest from travel* , he *will drink
life to the lees * , and * every hour is a bringer of new
things *» He confronts life in the spirit of insatiable
discovery * For to him - as to that great protype in the
childhood of the race - * all experience is an arch wherethro*

Gleams that untravelled land whose margin fades
For ever as he moves *
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Natural Education

W achild. 1understood as a
child, | thought as a child.” §
wrote the great Apostle, in a flas
of his most penetrating power of.

; inspiration, to the Corinthians.

I\\Ve who have;, heard <these great |

.words so strongly simple, and so .

I 6imply strong, for many years reap j

,out to us in Church as the day s
epistle, may perhaps have taken
little if any notice of their manifold

. meaning. V. -

i When St. Paul told'this truth-to
the world' he revealed the whole,

, Se'cretTof what we have corné to cell

, Education. “I thought as a child.”

} He 'knew that Children /do -think,
remembering his own early thought”®,
and their deep reality to the child
who does the- thinking. It,.is a i
pretty fad of the day for modern ,
.mothers to keep a diary, in which =

, they enter the little babble of each

; one’s wonder:child. This is all .very.

; well, but the trGe point is the inner
thought of the .child rather Ahan;its
odd \outward- expression. And thé" ;
child begins thinking very soon after
.its birth, if we take thought as 'being,
in fact, every way”of grasping men-

, tally what it sees and hears and feels

jit in the life around. "
- te, * [ ]

“ W/HEN 1| was a child | spoke-as -i
i

. _\Ve.are not now dealing with the;
*sage of reason,” or with the coming

v. of years of discretion.--AVe are here -

4 only concerned with the thought, of
the child which begins as an elemen-
tary process .when it is still an in-
fant = That, we believe, was what,
the Apostle intended when he wrote*
of thinking as a child. But that is-
the very; time at.which any true
teaching must begin its work. This-
is the principle at the base of our
schools, with- their infant classes for
the. little ones .which, .are always so
-well attended and so much apprecia-
ted by children and teachers. In
truth, a real systempi training as a
part of education cannot begin too
soon in its effort to mould the minds
and hear up the bodies of our grow-
ing children.

* * 10 *

One gréat point, upon; which emi-
-nent writers on education continual-
ly insist is that the teacher must al-
ways regard and respect the freedom
of -the growing child. ' The famous
Mgr. Dupanloup, who did so much,
many- years- ago, in’ improving the'
system, and, the teachers in -the ;
schools of Péris, was very insistent
uponThis principle ,of -all' true pro-
gress. Tie.always held that eacb
thild. was a person, or; ;personality;’

Veil worthy of close; Consideration,
and was -not merely a little human
item,'known only by a number in a
Class. He always spoke -of, and
; dealt with,- children as real living
and growing little people; with their
own...thoughts; and. feelings, which
were entitled to- all respect. This,
was one of the maxims matt he often
.repeated, -and-which was, and, is,
equally held by all the best* writers
on the Philosophy of education.

This fine thinker, writer and priest
-knew well .that every child wants
and wishes to learn all about new
/kings that come into its little life.
Ae knew that true teaching consisted
in helping, and encouragingl the
.childs earliest efforts in their natural,
development. The duty of every,.tea-
cher, he -held, was to widen and:
strengthen the child’s own attempts
to get'more knowledge It was not
.to .he done, by. injecting. information
into the.mind and memory of the.
little personality. If we could only
come to believe that little children

j love to be learning something that is
new to them, and which at first in-.
..eludes everything, we;should begin a
new era in the art of teaching.
# . L -t

It was upon this broad and bold
basis of principle, that the eminent
Italian lady, Ur. Montessori, founded
her system of education. Besides her
natural genius and womanly instinc-
tive sympathy with little children
who are always trying to reach jut

-ito and .grasp the new things around
them, she has, lby being a Catholic,
the deeper:insight into their little ;
minds given by lier earliest" outlook ;
on religion. Her method is always,
to respect and-remember the freediVm
of the child and to. depT wbh each of
the little ones as a separate arid dis-

tinct living and growing personality;
with its own-quickly changing and
developing character. We would
wish all our readers who are concer-
ned with education, to read her book
# The Child in the Church,™ lately

published by Messrs. Sands and Co.
=;-a five shillings.
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AUTHOR 'S NOITE

This bO©«k makes n© pretensiens t© being an exhaustive
treatise en the MOntess©ri Method <« It is merely an Intreduetery
Study for the general reader ; and it is written with the hope

that it may lead some people t© study the system mere profound-

ly

The Montessori Method is a vital principle* a germinal idea.
Such i1deas - in whatever sphere of human thought they operate - are
like living organisms. They must take time to grow, to develop*
to unfold what i1s latent within them. They must enter the world
and take part in the “struggle for existence"". IT they are truly
alive they survive;: if not* they perish or are modified but of all
recognition. IT the new idea iIs a true and living one it will dis-
play a capacity to assimilate without losing what iIs essential to It
it will go forth continually making new conquets* revealing new as-
pects of itself* unsuspected affinities* fresh applications.

It is now some twenty years since Dr. Montessori’s first ex-
periments iIn Rome attracted the astonished attention of the educa-
tional world; and the Montessori Principle is still growing* still
developing* still conquering fresh fields. This 1s true psycho-
logically* in its” ever-increasing application to a wider TfTield of
eliture; and geographically* 1iIn its continued expansion In all parts
W=* the world. YJat Prof. Percy Nunn (London University) says of
this country 1is equally applicable to every other country in Europe

“1t argues * he says* “no ingratitude to the great name

of Froebel and his thousands of devoted followers to

connect the new impulse which is everywhere at work in

our schools more directly with the doctrine and labours

cf Maria Montessori than with any other single source-.

To take but one example. In Germany - the very citadel of Proebel
the Montessori Method is making astonishing progress. In all parts
in Berlin* Dresden* Munich* Aachen* Cologne, Freiburg, to mention
only a few - Montessori Schools are springing up like mushrooms.

Over thirty students from the Fatherland attended Dr. Montessori’s
five months course this year in Rome.» In the discussion which
followed a recent lecture in Cologne* one of the most able speeches
in defence of the Montessori Method was made by the Principal of a
large Froebel Training College - where already a Montessori School
exists for the observation of the students.
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