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THEIS S | »
A CATHOLIC BEaiSRim &rf*_7

xx3bRxtfc.exy®atxxiofB N

Hal? a century ago * on Hov to th 19lo , to no exact *
a «mail but Impressive cer@iiQesy t'bok place in a room in a
house in the Corso Vi1ttolsr » BoOBO© »jest at the corner
by the little piazza o|/santa Kpirla Boeva * Hits had beerv
converted into a private chanel and Mass was celebrated there
daily » On this pallrticular oc/casion after the Communion four
ladles knelt beéore the alta/r%rl]?iilst thf@ ~ri#at held up the
Blessed Sacrament they /solemljx#eo©at”™diU 1together the
followlng words ?

= jre the majesty eglGod | uf&iyf to consecrate myself

to the series of KM G&th li/chdrch « offering ayself
as a holocaust to ~efes Christ mm ljbv& ,1 desire to follow
the path of His <$$vihb will ,emhra/ing my sweet cross with the

intentionAo trbly to - If It be His will * the

Caurchydf C rléfc » in é w reformed humanlt » may triumph

lit the spllendour@ o/f cpinzation f Ty

Such «arax”aextiaiSixiiegissd™éxBt teixiKnfe~adésizxz*nfcxi The
house was ~r fenicesoEf® mo d4*1lling”~nd the kneeling figure:
were feria tbnte”~sori/hdrsel? and the innermost trlo”™her
folloers * imf the real beginning of/the ~Ontessorl
Kovoment » thou at mat time very few pergons/were aware of
it 1 and for that natter have been since . It had fchexspp®«*-

touch moro the,, ,oarance of being the beginning of a Religious



T of #1# beginning of a new educational method - a point
to which we shall return later on *
ihelr leader * Or Montessoft , was already bofre this
a dealeated soul * dedicated to the dissemination of the
new and wonderful revelation which had been vouchsafed fc her
by HN© Hew Children “ ( as they came to be called ) *
pledged to the placing before the eyes of the world those
higher spa! ties In childhood which had unfolded themselves
before her wondering eys In that slum tenement holding In
the Via Ciust , Home *
This is not the place to describe those hampering»
which t even to*day » read more like a fairy tale thatn a
sober scientific description | actually it was both ) but
rather to note the effect upon the y ting docotr and
lecturer on Anthro”ology at the University of Home *
fttesxsacya To cite her own words » taken from the Secret of
ch’ IdhoogjL i
"It ook time for m to convince myself that this was
not an illusion * After each new experience proving the
truth | said to nyself #1 wonlt believe yet %I* |l be*
lleve ext time . Thus for a long time | remained incred-
ulous , and at the same tme deeply stirred nd trepidant *
How many tiiles did | not renorove the children’s teeacher
when she told iS©who: the chi dren had done of thorns®©lves,
*rhe only thing that impresses me Is the truth | would
severely reply* And | remebter the teacher wxxld ansered

without thing offence t and often moved to teats 'ou are



N\

right hwion | see such things | think it must be the
holy angels who are inspiring these children *

One day $ in great emotion a | took my hart in
W two hands as though to encourage it to see the heights
of faith , and i stood espectfully before the children say-
ing to sjrnetf 'vho are you than Xx% ffi&ve | peihaps met wile
with the elidron who wjKere held In Christ’s arms an&to
whom the divine words were spoken will follow you , to
enter with you into the Kingdom of Heaven *

And holding up the torch of faith 1 went on ay wasy

It was on this - or some similar occasion * that one of Mont-
essorl’s friends » entering the room unnoticed , found her
standing entranced watching the children with a sort of
reverent awe and murmuring to herself *lo ml Vuoto | to

ml Vuoto ” { | deflate myself )



IHe whole Incidort & which was to n® so atricing ~ seemed to
b© taken by the root of th© occupant© of th© crowded tras
a© something quite ordinary and to bo taiton for glPthtod *
© have sold that the honteonorl movenent then via© born and

grew up In a wathollc atmosphere , But actually It was somethin
much mere definitely In touch tilth the spirit of wvathcHclsm th
than Just that ear; Dr Kontessaori realised jK2EKEhtsg$
- W icb she did very early on - something'of the amazing revol-
afclon of the possibilisc)ifegI egilogmeﬁérto unknonn that had been
hidden for oo many centuries in childhood » and with It the
iImmense power and reoonslblty which ad been placed In her
hands so unexoeotodly che felt almost stunned by the wleght of th
task which she felt lay before here * ~Mk

#t vias at tils time - right at the beginning - that d©
gathered around her a little circle of devote follow®© rs and 88
shared with them her vision of things to come , They and
fortessorl herself became dedicated souls and formed themselves
Into a little group that was no t unlike a roll louo order *
Aey are all ~atholies and all realised Mist the Importance
of the work which was Just beglnihg and the Immense posslibllitie
that lay ahead , They were vividly conscious that this was' nmuch
more than Just a new educational method s but that there was
here the relasing of Inmense power" for good or evil *

a y-ung driest tom the Vatican city was chosen as their
advisor : and every day at ionteoseri*s request he cane and
celebrated Aass In Dp »ontessorl*® house * -she herself used to

prepare the altar { and incidentally pay for the priests transno
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