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r/y L i

Portland Nove, ’ 63

A pologise fo r  vo ice  ,ixxiai Montesaorl an enormous su b ject .Toureh on a few points *
C SRTiiIN V. ISC ONC 5 TIONS

The man who said , . B o t t i c e l l i  ------  a cheese o f a wine
A# THE CHILD CaN DO ANYTHING HE LIKESB, I t  Is  &ethodd fo r  d e fe ctiv e s  — my c h ild  Is not a d e fe ctiv eC• I t  is  fo r  the very advanced ch ild renD, (The F ro eb elian s » and Nursery School people )I t  Is  too r ig id  i t  suppresses the c h ild 's  free  s e l f -  expressionFX I t  wastes time over a lo t  of u n e sse n tia l things -  liftswashing the t a b le s , or c lean in g  the brasses , or the shoes,or lay in g  the fcbale e tce tc  ,LET US THAK THE LAST OBJECTION FIRSTI t  is  a s u p e r f ic ia l  observation ,They are th in k in g  in terms of a d u lt psychologyCompare the tow — washing the ta b leDoes I t  w ith a deep expression of s a t is fa c t io nLikeas not w i l l  wash I t  Peer again ,The Queue fo r  the 3?ame BrassesThe mother and the leg  buttonsTHE END OF THEIR WORK IS DIFFERENTA ( A’he a d u lt Is an end outside h im self«ash the tab le  , bu'ld  a house , make an apron f o l d  the things u p  to put them awa afterw ardsThe ch ild  does I t  with an Inner purpose



- 2*The inner s lg n lt ic a n c e  Show the Cosmic Chart*% n*s p lace in N ature.Soul and Seely Haasoning SoulTrue freedom comes w ith power to  treason and choose Animals no re a l freedom Sirm ly Obey th e ir  in s t in c ts  Mara The anim al Incarnates an in s t in c t  incarnates a ss reasoning soul HAS TO MAKE HIS 3032 HIS OWN INSTEUMEN T Body belongs to  me in a very s p e c ia l way .So EXERCI ES OF PR&C I'ICAL LIFETHIER A IM ________ TO BRING SOULD AND BOSY TO UNISONthat Is to CO^Ordinate the muscular system to follow  out the w i l l  of the in d iv id u a l ANALYSIS of movementsThe s tr in g  t r ic k  ----  show themSo —  ty in g  a bowle  have to  a n a ly s is  the movementsis o la te  each d i f f lc u la t y  *The Tying frame —-  show i t ,a n a ly se  the s u b s id ia r y  movements IN a  b ig  movemente ,g  Hand washingOpening and sh u ttin g  the door •f i r i n g  out the water ( r ic e  )INFINTE IMPORTANCE OF THE EXERCISES OF PRACTICAL LIFEThey are re a l work as much asthe w ritin g  or countr&gD e fin itio n  of w o r k ---- what help s on the developmentWork and not play —-  th in gs are r e a l taken fo r  w’ atghey are ,



S/COND OBJECTION---- FOR DEFECTIVES
■ __________________________________________________________________________________ __________ ___________________________________The story --How the d e fe ctiv e s  equalled the normal ch ild ren  Something d r e a fu lly  wrong w ith ordinary education *Some of thr same m aterial — { but there Is  much besides ) M ontessorl s replyMany cures and su tiv lca l operations have been f i r s t  tr ie d  out on monkesy —-my c h ild  is  not a monkey,*.« th erefo re  e t c , THE METHOD ONLY FOR THE VERY ADVANCEDI t  Is  the best fo r  then — t o o ---- because the c'lldrenwork In d iv id u a lly  so the quick not heald backor the slow dragged on out of th e ir  depth EACH GOES AT HIS OWN PACE BUILDING a SURE FOUNDATION Forty ch ild ren  in the same room 9 p ublic schools 9n Holland and England ,F i l t h  o b jectio n  IT SUPPRESSES THE CHILD’ S FREE EXPRESSION (NOTE QTHERES SaY JUST TH OPPOSITDO ANYTHING HE LIKES ) ) ) ) ---- A good sig n  when thathappens —-  the truth  l ie s  In between — THE VIA MEDIA IT IS TRUE THE CHILD MUST REPSPESLT THE RIGHT USE OF THE MATERIALS E ,G , the cy lin d e rs  make a p u ff p u ff but th a t is  not the atm an In te rn a l growth ,Why the r e p e tit io n  ( read form S e cre t of Childhood What is  the se cre t of that concentration an Inner growth Is  takin g p lace — aknowlege ofdlmesntons ----  and the Idea of lenghth or h e igh t etcThe Colour TabletsTo b u ild  a houseKEYS TO THE UNIVERSE



concentrate or A PSRTJCCULaR q u a l it y  AND 80 The Sky is  b leyour* dress is  the same shade as the flow ers In the next roomthe G e^etrle  m aterialmy p late  is  a c l r c t l  the window Is  a rectan gle  ^he Story of the working woman a t  supperI)  I*  a re-catangle 2) a tr ia n g le  3 Atapezium Properties the m ateria ls  open up a new horizon Each m ateria l does th isA l l  experience Is an arch wherethrough gleams that u n travelled  land whose margin fades fo r  ever as we move •EUCATTONAL MISCONCEPTOONS
Nusst have large movement Yesterday a chid brough me her numbers • so sm all ,When to  teach Reading and W ritingDewey---- a t s ix  or seven as ’’ Tool u b jects  '■ w ithno in t r in s ic  in te r e s t  ,WH© jjpa 85 4M1 WHO IS THE FXRA: ju d g e  .THE CHILD------THE FREE CHILD .e*g# E r l tin g  "The explosion in to  WrfttngE xtract form, the se cre t of Hildhood ,How was i t  doneI)  The sand paper alphabet ,the sense of touch in l i t t l e  ch ild renDon’ t touch tommy or 1811 smak you OFTEN C a N REMEMBER THROUGH TOUCH AND NOT SIGHT SHOW AN EXAMPLE



)£)the d o ctrin e  op s e n s it i v e  pe r io d sSuppose we a l l  went to  the middle of Chinaor s^me tr ib e  in c e n tra l A fr ic a  STARTED TO LEARN THE LNAGUAGGEthe ch ild ren  would beat us out of hand ---- or mouthacquire I t  a t  onceand more p e rfe c tly  WHY ?The are passing fehrohg a P. fo r  tangauge * t  won1t  la s t  fo r  ever S .P  coma *  stay a wh&el an.? the n go Education must be base on these S ,P ,SENSITIVE PERIOD FOR INTEREST IN SOUNDS OF THE LETTERS PH ONETIC APPROACHt  not tea sssa on esss Parents can help  I  see something beginning with f  ( fo rk  } f i r e  place S*P , FFR COMPOSITION OF WORDSsee Formation of Nan Discovery of the c c ch ild  . sofa fa b r ic  .  m is f it  etcpanama »even hippopotamusW ill  do th is  a four years to  f iv e  but not a seben or e ig h t . In c id e n t!lay THE 3fRANGE THINGCan*t read the word he has h im self exposedWHY NOT ------ANOTHER SECRET OF CHILDHOOD*LEAVE IT TO YOU TO FIND OUT .SPELLING DIFFICULTIES COME AFEKWARDSSEPARATE AND ORBaNISED AND TAKEN ONE AT A  TIME AND THROUGH AN ACTIVITY )) )AS ALWAYS WE go in fo r  sensory rotor a id s —not v is u a l only



WRITING COMES FIRST READING AFTMARDSLEAFIK TO READ TO ENJOY 300E3 —not stru g g le  to  f  read by means of a Easing primer -«•*• and h ate books afterw ards »THE MDNTES50RI METHOD IS BASED ON THE REVEI^IONS GIVEN TO US BY CHILDREN WHO LIVE AND aCT AND WORK FREELY IN A PRFa PRED ENVIRONMENT , THIS IS MONTESSOKI'S G EAT AV IEVFENT THE HIDDENRELATION FO THE CHARACETISTCIS OF CHILDHOOD THUS Lonf periods of ijritRfciBKkiis:! concentration on purposeful a e t iv ly
Long on tods of I n t e l le c t u a l  concentrator . . .  a rith m etic  reading , grammar , h is to r y  , etc  Tcve of  order ,Love of work in preference to  play ( people can* b e lie v e  i t  ) fiespect fo r  th e ir  environment and attachement to the tln gd  In I t  — not fo r  possession but to work w ith Lovers of s ile n c e  and orderPower o f I n i t ia t iv e  — to  chosse th e ir  own work M utual! h e lp fu ln e ss  -«**— liv in g In  a fre e  s o c ie ty  A ston ishin g s e l f  -* d is c ip leA deep and serene Joyfu ln ess —-  which Nature alwyas gtv  to  the r ig h t  use of our n a iu rd l f a c u t l le s  »THE NEW CHILDREN )) ARE A SGEITIFIC FACT ,
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