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THE CHILD IN THE CHURCH

Second edition : suggested contents
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(Ahilci in tkji U, 'PiLe

TRUTH consists in the conformity between the thing anil tlee
intellet

Trthth in the mind is measured by things ( ?)

Knowledge by authority
A thing may bevome evident not because of itself
or by itself because of its intrinsic qualities , buttfrom

outside reasons

Kind of Certainty
We bh can have : Supernatural certainty - and —
Natural certainty
PArrot Knowledge
We may know a truth materially without yet knowing

it formally. eg 1234567 9 x 5 equals

555555555555555 etc
The Influence of the Will in seeing Truth
Certainty may be
a) ne/cessary if-e. inasmuch as as soon as the mind sees

it it must accept it . e.g. geoemetric theorems ,

b) free .Inthis ase the mind is not forced to accept
it . The reasons for accepting it are not so co-ercive
as to force the mind to do so . The will comes into the
matter and inclines the mind toxa&take one side or the
other with regard to the proposition . It may be urged
to the wrong side by the inflience of the passions

( Prejudice )



logical truth

It is not enoughto have a proposition in the mind - i.e.
just known materieally but we must recognise it as__truth_
at the same imelf We must realise this conformity”~between the
thing outside the mind with our knowledge inside the mind
i.i. we must know the judgement to be a true one

The application to education is obvioga .It is not enough
for a fruth to be put before a child and accented materiall

it must be known by the child formally» That means that
the j?uth must shine on the mind from the inside s and in that
inner illumination the child not only knows the particular
tuth , but he knows that he knows .

E.G The ;ittle boy who came up to me in a class with

the long rod and announced with the gravity of an oracle
" This is seven " . Similarly with Monteessori Explosions in
general . The are moments when a new truth shine s in the
mind suddenly with its own light and the xhh Id joyfully
anoounces it to all and sundrey . It is tﬁe similar experience
when we say Ah now | see it for myseof , clearly . On the
supernatural plane the same thing happened to the Samaritans
who had first accepted the divinity of Christ on the evidence of
the Woman at the well . Afterwards they said they knew in a

different way - by their own immediate expreience

Here we see the value and purpose of the Montessori
m aterials and the activity of body and mind that goes with them
as they lead to the fir st hand knowledge - formal knowledge

not just materials . especially important in Arithtaetic and
Mathematics generally



('3)

Aristotle on How do we know things
" We know things In the mind , composing
and dividing.

The bearing of this on the Montessoir principle of
Analysis of Difficulties ( see later ) and also of materials
which - in themselves and their relations lend to the
dividing up and re-composing of certain elements of j?uth

e.g. the number rods , geometric aspect of numbers

grammatical ananylisis . etc

The Naming Lessons and The Nature of Logical Judegements
What is a judgement ? It s precisely seeing this conformity
- tbis logical connextion - between the subject and the pred-
icate , and affirming it . "You know nothing about a thing
until you have made a judgement upon it
It is quite clear ffom all this how truly in line with

the inner nature of thought are Doctor Montessori 's well-
known Q |_Inaming tessons W

This is rdd This is blue

Tils is large , this is small
See the description of this in Vol~ Il $ with Hollis and
Carter ) The idea ceases to be inchoate and vague in the
child’s mind and becomes a clear , definite , logical
judgement : and sets the mind going in that direction and

therefore these lessons become ths e precursor of many similar

judgements - spontaneous ly made ) (Lo&k the sky is bl ue )
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