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Adults »«Daily think ( Inoo far a« they consider the
matter at all > that the small bay of lot us say thro« to six
months op oven loss , is quits passlYo in its mental operat-
ions - that its little mind is no more than a reoeptliclo into
vhioh impressions are being poured pall-mall « Xot if one
observes carefully one dan see that even at this stage this
tiny and mysterious oreature shoes a voluntary attention to
this rather than to that » and ponders in its own dim way
over the experiences that come to it ¢ In short the baby is
an explorer before it can walk and a philosopher before it can
talk « It is true that at this very early stage the baby)s att-
ention is given to things that appeal to the senses * to mere
sights and sounds - such as the babyi rattle <« But even with
this latter object It is not only the sound that pleases the
infant but the sound-in*oonnexlon»with*the-shaking |for It
divines in that a faint and far off intuition of the law of
eause and effect o

As we have alreadyemphaslsod in the preceding pages |,
one f the striking and characteristic features of childhood
Is its zest for knowledge , for finding things out < for
teaming- why the wheels go round ¢ In fact the child has been
an Indefatigable explorer for throe years or more before he
cozes to the tfontessorl Infants Class  Froebel realised this
very keenly for he says i"The child lows all things that
enter his small torison and exptend his little world # To him
the least thing is a new discovery - but It oust not .-flank
Acpd into his littleeWorld ™
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