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THE ANGELS

( from an essay on Descartes by jaques Marltain )

The sin of Descartes is the sin of "Angeliism *i what he

saw In Man's thought was"Independence of Things * .

The Human Intellect is the last ( i*e. the lowest ) of spirits
and the most remote from the perfection of the Divine IntelMig

ence e

The ANGELS are i~

Thinking substances *
Pure subsistent forms e
They do not * inform | matter ; )
They are free :- from the vicissitudes of Time ;
from movement ; _
from %eneratlon and corruption ;
from the dlvinslons of Space j
from the weakness of Individuation by
materia signata e

Each ANGEL concentrates In himself more metaphysloal stability
| whatever that may mean!-» Ed. ) than the whole human race
together *

Each ANGEL is a"Sfieclfio Type * ( like a speles in itself )
and exhausts the perfection of his essence e

The ANGELS were born from the first moment to the complete
fullness of their natural possibilities ¢ No Hontessori Schools
necessary for Angels J incorrupt by definition -

Each ANGEL transparent to his own %Iance ( no subconscious e« )
with full perception of his own substance that substance e

At a singf;le leap knowing God -"by analogy , but in what a
mirror of splendour |



The INTELLECT of the ANGEL is always * In aot ( i.e. not
just In potentla ) with regard to Intelligible objects

but
does not derive Itself from things , as does ours , but
dlrefit from God .,

., who infuses lIdeas Into their intellects ( not
their heads * for they haven’t got any * Sd; ) when he
creates them o

ANGELIC KNOWLEDGE : . D
These innate ldeas are a derived from Divine Ildeas

* and because of this * _
_ the angelic .IntftUftflfc
knows created things In the Creative Light itself* rule
and measure" of' all that la »¥'I"1

onsidered apart from their supernatural end * t are - in
ghe natural 8rder - In a?llbfe IOand even |mpeccaQFeY*»**

autonomaous
eelf*sufficing - so far as a creature can be so*

The Life of the Aimel is an endless outflow of *
thought |,
knotdredge »
Cowill i
without weariness or sleep

Their INTELLECT pierces s* _
the whole substance of the Universe »
in perfect clearness of intuition *
a” essences * . .
~all laws - knowing the powers and action of fire water
air , the stars , the heavens , and all other bodies * as
distinctly as the workman his work |,

Without hands or machimes the are the MASTERS and POSSESSORS of
nature  And they can play upon Nature » as on a guitar » by
modifying the movements of the atoms *

THE ANGELIC MODE OP THINKING

_ The angels neither reasons ,nnor process by
reasoning * he has but one intellectual act , which is at once
perceiving and judging »

o He sees consequences < not successively from”
the principle * but immediately the principle *

He is net Subject to the progressive actualisat*
ion of knowldege which constitutes logical movement properly



It the Angela thought travels it la py intuitive leans «

from perfect act t erfect act t frbs* Intillllglbie fulness
to InEEeIIigitb?e fu?ngss \ Qf’

_ ~aooordIng to the V
Discontinuity of Wholly Spiritual

which is _ _
not a succession of Instants without duration

_ the permanence of a_ stable’Insthnt Which\lasts\
motionless so long as it does not give place to another
motionless Instat of perception e

Plit 11
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